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PART  FIVE 

BENJAMIN  HOWARD  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  H44:  LS] 

Head  Quarters  Saint  Louis  August  1"  1814 
Sir  You  were  informed  by  my  letter  of  the  15^"  ult°  ■  of  the  rein- 
forcement sent  by  me  to  Prairie  Du  Chien,  under  Major  Campbell, 
it  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  state  that  they  were  prevented  from 
reaching  that  Post,  by  a  large  body  of  Indians  attacking  them  near 
the  head  of  the  rapids  of  Rock  river,  during  a  violent  storm  which 
drove  their  fortified  boats  ashore,  with  the  exception  of  the  one  com- 
manded by  Lieu'  Rector,  in  this  unfavorable  situation  the  major 
with  a  command  of  little  upwards  of  one  hundred  men  fought  between 
four  and  five  hundred  savages  two  hours  and  a  half,  till  at  length  the 
sails  of  the  fortified  boat  in  which  he  was  took  fire  and  could  not  be 
extinguished  without  sacrifising  the  few  surviving  in  his  boat,  from 
this  distressing  situation  (arising  from  circumstances  not  within  the 
controul  of  Major  Campbell)  he  was  relieved  by  the  address  and 
bravery  of  Lieu'  Rector  of  the  Illinois  rangers  and  his  intrepid  crew. 
Major  Campbell  received  a  ball  through  his  body  soon  after  he  went 
into  Lieu'  Rectors  boat  and  had  his  right  arm  severly  fractured  almost 
at  the  same  moment,  unfortunately  the  command  aboard  Rectors 
boat  could  not  take  a  position,  after  relieving  Major  Campbell,  the 
anchor  being  cut  away  to  support  Ensign  Riggs  of  the  Missouri 
rangers,^  whose  boat  was  driven  ashore  in  the  storm  in  spite  of  his 
Anchor,  and  every  exertion  of  his  Command;  in  this  critical  situation 
Ensign  Riggs  had  to  contend  with  the  whole  Indian  force  for  several 
hours,  however  he  taught  the  enemy  to  feel  and  respect  his  arms  having 
silenced  him  at  least  half  an  hour  before  the  wind  subsided  so  as  to 
enable  him  to  get  his  boat  off.  The  Contractors  and  suttlers  boats 
returned  to  this  place  without  loss  or  injury — while  we  have  to  regret 
the  loss  of  some  valuable  men,  it  is  no  inconsiderable  consolation  to 
believe  that  the  enemy  lost  five  times  as  many,  every  officer  acknowl- 
edges with  warmth  the  bravery  of  his  immediate  Command,  the  re- 
sistance made,  shows  its  justness;  the  intrepid  conduct  of  Major  Camp- 
bell was  such  as  might  be  expected  from  his  known  character  for 

»  Ante,  XVI,  444-448. 
2  Jonathan  Riggs. 
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bravery,  combined  with  experience;  the  major  in  his  report  acknowl- 
edges the  great  and  useful  services  rendered  by  Lieu'  Weaver  who 
was  on  board  his  boat;  and  it  is  but  common  justice  to  believe  that 
the  gallantry  and  address  displayed  by  Lieu'  Rector  and  Ensign 
Riggs,  (both  young  in  years  and  in  arms)  on  the  occasion,  afford  a 
happy  presage  of  their  future  utility  to  their  country  as  military  men; 
I  herewith  enclose  you  the  report  of  Major  Campbell,  also  of  Ensign 
Riggs,  from  the  former  you  will  collect  the  particulars  of  the  Action 
before  Lieu'  Rectors  boat  descended  the  river,  from  the  latter  the 
occurrences  afterwards  I  learn  from  Gov""'  Clarke  that  he  will 
forward  (by  the  express  which  bears  this  to  Vincennes)  a  copy  of 
Captain  Yeizers  report  from  which  it  appears  his  command  on  board 
the  large  armed  boat  (the  Governor  Clarke)  was  driven  from  *!*«*  place 
Praire  Du  Chien  by  a  large  British  and  Indian  force  on  the  17'"  ul'° 
Lieu'  Perkins  is  left  to  defend  the  Fort  with  about  60  men;  the  situa- 
tion of  this  Command  is  deplorable  not  only  from  the  smallness  of 
it  but  other  circumstances,  to  support  that  place  is  impossible  with 
my  means;  from  the  encreased  and  increasing  hostility  of  the  savages, 
not  having  learned  that  any  aid  is  likely  to  be  sent  on,  I'-have'deter- 
mined  to  make  an  effort  to  bring  the  Command  away,  in  doing  this  I 
clearly  forsee  that  I  am  parting  with  some  of  the  force  necessary  to 
resist  that  pressure  on  this  Country  which  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect,  but  I  must  do  this  or  leave  upwards  of  Sixty  of  our  men  to 
perish  inevitably,  the  fate  of  the  Garrison  is  not  known,  but  I  hope 
to  hear  from  it  soon,  runners  have  been  sent  in  different  directions 
to  effect  this  object,  the  Command  I  send  to  bring  the  troops  off  will 
amount  to  about  400  in  fortified  boats;  I  [MS.  tom]nestly  request 
instructions  on  the  following  points.  1"  if  the  command  I  send 
i  Qond  up  to  relieve  the  Garrison  should  fail  either  from  the  opposition 
of  the  enemy,  or  the  lowness  of  the  river — shall  another  effort  be  made 
to  bring  the  men  and  property  off.  2°"*  if  it  be  determined  that  a 
second  attempt  shall  be  made,  with  what  means  in  order  to  aid  you 
in  your  decision  I  will  state  for  your  information,  that  a  force  cannot 
be  raised  in  the  Territory  sufficient  to  march  by  land  in  the  present 
state  of  things,  and  if  there  was  it  would  be  hazardous  to  leave  our 
frontier  entirely  unprotected  against  savages  who  are  constantly 
infesting  it ' — 

I  am  Sir  with  high  respect  your  Humble  Serv'— 

Benj»  Howard 

The  Hon'*  John  Armstrong  Secretary  of  War 


>  Cf.  Howard  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Aug.  17,  1814  {Terr.  Papers, La.-Mo., 
XIV,  784). 
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[Addressed]  The  Hon''  John  Armstrong  Secretary  of  War  Washing- 
ton City 

[Endorsed]  Head  Quarters— S'  Louis  August  1"  1814.  Gen'  B. 
Howard  Relative  to  the  expedition  sent  to  Prairie  Du  Chien  &'= 
Encloses  the  Reports  of  Major  Campbell  &  Ensign  Riggs — 

[Enclosure] 

Report  of  Major  Campbell 

Saint  Louis  July  24'"  1814 
Sir  Agreeable  to  your  instructions  I  left  Capais  Grais  on  the  4'" 
Ins'  for  Praire  Du  Chien,  and  proceeded  on  about  forty  miles  above 
Fort  Madison  without  any  occurrence  taking  place  worth  relating. 
On  the  13""  about  eighty  miles  below  rock  river  I  met  a  party  of 
Indians  from  Praire  Du  Chien  with  a  packet  directed  to  Governor 
Clarke,  they  informed  me  that  everj''  thing  was  quiet  and  the  Garrison 
compleated  at  the  Praire,  on  the  same  day  Lieu'  Rector  of  the  rangers 
took  a  canoe  which  had  a  considerable  quantity  of  Indian  property 
in  it,  and  had  been  just  abandoned.  On  the  18'"  Ins'  about  twenty 
miles  below  rock  river  I  was  met  by  a  party  of  9  Indians  bearing  a 
white  flag  who  informed  me  that  they  had  heard  of  our  approach  and 
met  us  to  conduct  us  to  the  town  and  to  inform  us  that  the  Socks  and 
Foxes  were  friendly  disposed,  they  left  us  a  few  miles  below  the  mouth 
of  rock  river,  at  the  mouth  of  which  we  were  met  by  five  others  who 
informed  me  that  the  Indians  at  the  Village  on  Rock  river  about  a 
mile  above  its  mouth  wished  to  hold  a  council  with  me,  I  proceeded 
on  about  (owe  miles  and  halted  to  hear  what  they  had  to  say.  I  was 
there  met  by  about  150  Warriors  beside  women  and  children,  a  chief 
of  the  Socks  asked  if  I  had  any  presents  for  him  from  his  Father,  I  told 
him  there  was,  pro\'ided  he  fulfilled  the  promises  he  had  made  his 
father  in  the  Spring  which  was  to  go  to  war  with  the  Peaus.  He  said 
he  had  made  his  Father  no  such  promises  and  that  his  father  was 
dnmk  if  he  said  so.  But  that  he  was  ready  to  go  to  war  with  the 
Peaus  if  the  Government  would  furnish  him  with  the  means.  He 
further  s"  the  Mississippi  was  a  broad  and  straight  road  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  should  meet  with  no  obstructions  in 
travelling  it.  We  lay  at  four  mile  encampment  above  rock  river 
until  the  morning  of  the  21"  when  I  again  put  out  with  a  fine  breeze 
in  order  to  pass  the  rapids  after  proceeding  above  three  miles  the 
boat  I  was  in  grounded  which  compelled  me  to  discharge  and  put  off 
her  loading  into  the  other  boats  when  I  again  got  under  way  and  after 
proceeding  about  six  miles  further  the  wind  increased  to  a  hurricane 
which  separated  the  boats,  my  boat  being  heavy  I  was  afraid  of  her 
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dashing  to  pieces  on  the  rocks,  and  ordered  her  to  be  put  to  shore, 
which  in  doing  from  the  severe  gale  of  wind  which  was  blowing  and 
the  roughness  of  the  river  dashed  her  so  hard  on  shore  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  her  off  while  the  storm  lasted.  I  immediately  had 
two  centinels  placed  about  sixty  yards  from  the  boat,  the  ground  was 
covered  with  high  grass,  hazel  and  willow  bushes  for  a  considerable 
distance  around  the  boat,  we  had  not  been  in  that  situation  more  than 
twenty  five  or  thirty  minutes  when  the  Indians  commenced  their  at- 
tack, both  Centinels  were  killed  the  first  fire  and  one  other  man  who 
was  on  shore.  I  immediately  ordered  the  cabel  to  be  cut  and  the 
boat  to  be  got  off,  in  doing  of  which  two  men  were  killed  and  three 
wounded,  finding  from  the  gale  that  set  on  shore  that  it  was  impossible 
to  get  her  off,  I  ordered  the  men  to  defend  her  to  the  last  extremity, 
which  they  did  for  two  and  an  half  hours  against  from  two  to  four 
hundred  until  the  boat  took  fire,  we  lay  so  near  the  bank  that  the 
enemy  were  able  to  fire  in  at  our  port  oar  holes.  The  storm  was  so 
violent  that  it  was  at  least  an  hour  before  Lieu"  Rector  and  Riggs 
of  the  rangers  were  able  to  come  to  our  assistance.  Lieu'  Rector 
anchored  his  boat  about  twenty  yards  of  my  boat  and  Lieu'  Riggs 
was  even  on  shore  about  an  hundred  yards  below,  in  that  situation 
we  compelled  the  enemy  to  draw  off,  when  it  was  discovered  that 
our  boat  was  on  fire  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  the  fire  being  extinguished 
in  our  situation,  I  then  ordered  Lieu'  Rector  to  fall  along  side  and  take 
out  those  that  survived,  which  he  with  great  difficulty  accomplished, 
for  the  enemy  finding  our  situation  had  commenced  the  attack  with 
redoubled  Vigilence,  after  getting  on  board  Lieu'  Rectors  boat  I  was 
compelled  to  throw  nearly  the  whole  of  his  provisions  over  board  as 
the  water  was  running  in  at  the  oar  holes  and  having  so  many  men 
killed  and  wounded  and  the  wounded  being  all  on  board  of  Rectors 
boat  and  he  having  cut  off  his  anchor,  I  found  it  impossible  to  render 
Riggs  any  assistance,  never  did  men  act  with  more  coolness  in  so  un- 
equal a  contest,  out  of  thirty  three  regulars  eight  privates  were  killed, 
two  sergeants  and  ten  privates  badly  wounded,  two  which  are  since 
dead.  On  Board  of  Lieu'  Rectors  boat,  one  killed  and  four  wounded, 
the  enemy  must  have  suffered  considerably  as  the  fire  was  returned 
without  the  least  intermission  and  frequently  raked  the  banks  with 
our  swivel.  Lieu'  Weaver  of  the  regulars  who  was  on  board  of  the  boat 
with  me  acted  with  great  intrepidity  and  was  extremely  active  in 
getting  the  wounded  from  on  board  the  boat  that  was  on  fire.  I  am 
much  indebted  to  Lieu'  Rector  of  the  rangers  for  his  prompt  obeisance 
to  my  orders,  to  his  coolness  may  be  attributed  the  saving  of  the  lives 
of  the  few  men  that  remained  on  board  of  the  boat  that  was  on  fire, 
nothing  was  saved  from  on  board  the  boat  that  took  fire,  a  number  of 
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the  men  had  their  shirts  off  while  at  the  oars  and  saved  nothing  but 
their  arms  and  fatigue  overalls — 

respectfully  yours 

A  Copy  sign'd  John  Campbell  1^'  Lieu'  U.  S.  I^ 

P.  S.  Doctor  Stuart  who  was  on  board  my  boat  rendered  every 
assistance  in  his  power  and  received  a  severe  wound  in  the  breast — 

Two  women  and  a  Child  badly  wounded  one  of  which  and  the  child 
since  dead — 

[Endorsed]  Report  of  Major  Campbell  &  Ensign  Riggs 
[Enclosure  :ALS] 
Report  of  Jonathan  Riggs 

Dardienne  26 «"  July  1814 
Dear  Sir  I  hasten  to  inform  you  that  I  have  been  fortunate 
enough  to  bring  off  my  boat  and  all  the  men  that  were  on  board,  three 
of  whom  were  killed  and  four  wounded,  we  arrived  at  Capais  Grais 
yesterday,  I  left  the  boat  and  what  Cargo  was  left  aboard  and  our 
wounded  men  in  charge  of  Captain  Musick  of  that  place,  the  rangers 
that  were  of  Captain  Callaway's  company  I  let  go  to  their  respective 
homes  to  recruit  themselves  until  further  Orders — 

I  beg  leave  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  the  Attack  upon  us  on  the 
21°'  Inst  we  were  on  the  rapids  of  Rock  river  the  Major  Campbells 
boat  grounded,  I  sent  a  Sergeant  and  ten  men  to  his  assistance,  he  put 
part  of  his  load  into  our  boat  among  other  things  we  took  a  box  of 
musket  balls,  the  major  after  some  got  off  and  bore  up  near  us,  but 
did  not  return  my  men,  the  wind  was  high  and  myself  and  Lieut. 
Rector  proceeded  on.  the  Major  beat  off  to  the  Illinois  shore  and 
stopped,  we  had  proceeded  about  three  miles  and  my  boat  was  in 
advance,  we  heard  the  report  of  Guns  and  soon  discovered  smoke 
rising  from  where  the  Major  had  put  to.  I  tacked  and  made  signal 
to  Lieut.  Rector  who  tacked  and  arrived  at  the  place  before  me.  As 
I  bore  down  I  discovered  a  British  flag  and  attempted  to  halt  opposite 
to  it — but  the  wind  was  violent  and  I  was  drove  quite  Ashore  in  spite 
of  the  Anchor.  Major  Campbell  and  Lieut.  Rector  were  fighting 
and  lay  near  each  other,  we  also  opened  our  fire  upon  the  enemy  at 
about  thirty  yards  distant,  were  in  an  Awkward  position  and  were 
very  much  on  the  Alert  to  defend  ourselves  we  had  kept  up  the  fire  in 
that  situation  for  several  hours  when  I  discovered  a  man  jump  out  of 
the  Major's  Boat  and  swim  towards  us  he  was  shot  and  Killed — we 
then  discovered  that  the  major  had  gone  on  board  of  Lieut.  Rectors 
Boat  and  gone  off  and  was  actually  above  a  mile  down  the  river 
without  giving  us  any  Orders,  or  notice  of  his  departure.  We  dis- 
covered the  boat  to  be  on  fire  and  Indians  attempting  to  board  her, 
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which  we  prevented  by  our  well  directed  fire.  We  attemped  to  change 
our  position  and  get  off  if  possible  but  Could  not  but  drifted  up  between 
the  stem  of  the  Major's  Boat  that  was  on  fire  and  the  shore,  we  again 
exerted  ourselves  and  fell  in  a  better  position,  our  Swivel  now  could 
bear  upon  the  Majors  Boat.  The  Indians  had  boarded  her  and  put 
out  the  fire,  we  soon  dislodged  them,  they  ralleyed  a  second  time  and 
were  repulsed  with  considerable  loss  by  our  small  arms — they  made  an 
Attempt  to  board  us  but  only  three  had  bravery  to  reach  the  boat, 
two  of  them  escaped  the  third  we  detained^ — in  this  situation  we  fought 
until  half  an  hour  by  Sun  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and  the  wind 
abated,  we  pushed  off  as  soon  as  they  discovered  us  going  they  Com- 
menced a  heavy  fire  from  the  shore  and  kept  it  up  in  Chase  until  dark. 
I  believe  that  if  I  had  been  aided  only  by  Lieu'  Rectors  boat  I  could 
have  brought  off  the  Major's  boat,  for  after  the  second  repulse  they 
did  not  dare  return  whilst  we  staid — the  next  day  I  landed  and 
hurried  the  dead  with  the  honours  of  war  (as  well  as  we  could)  I  beg 
leave  also  to  recommend  my  brave  Companions  to  your  remembrance 
for  I  candidly  Confess  that  until  that  day  I  never  knew  the  extent  of 
the  bravery  of  man — I  have  made  also  a  statement  to  my  immediate 
Superior  Officer  of  our  Corps — 

Kjlled  Samuel  H.  Bromfield     Wounded  W"  Breeding       "l 

Peter  Harpole  David  Reeling     I  . 

Hesekiah  Rhodes  James  Lisles        | 

Lemuel  McHughJ 
I  expect  to  have  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  you  personally  as 
soon  as  I  am  capable  of  the  Journey 

I  am  with  Sentiments  of  High  respect  your  Obt  Hub"  Ser' 

Jonathan  Riggs— 2""  Lieu'  U.  S.  Rangers — 


ELIAS  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv:ALSl 

Kaskaskia  August  1"  1814 
Sir  Before  this  reaches  you.  I  presume  you  will  have  rec"  P  M' 
Wilson,  a  hand  bill  stating  the  affair  betwen  the  United  State  troops 
and  the  British  and  Indians  on  the  Mississippy  River,  also  a  sample 
of  rock  salt,  which  was  given  to  me  by  M'  Sibley  who  is  a  Gentleman 
of  varacity,  and  United  States  factor.  I  herewith  enclose  his  descrip- 
tion &c  of  the  country  &c  where  the  salt  was  found  &  an  additional 
Statement  by  the  printer  of  S'  Louis,  I  left  my  brothers  W"  and 
Nelson  well  two  days  ago,  the  latter  is  busily  engaged  a  rasing  a 
voUunteer  company  which  is  intended  to  join  the  little  fleet  that  is  to 
ascend  the  Mississippy  River  intendended  to  relieve  and  support 
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fort  Shelby  at  Prareduchane,  I  hope  and  believe  Nelson  will  have  an 
oportunity  of  revengeing  himself  on  the  savage  who  so  unfairly  wound- 
ed him  last  winter.  Alltho  there  is  so  much  hazard  on  the  fronttiers 
of  this  Territory,  I  am  notwithstanding  this  far  on  my  way  to  survey 
the  district  you  were  good  enough  to  assigne  me  I  mean  the  9  Town- 
ships which  my  brother  W.  contracted  for,  Both  the  want  of  money 
and  a  desire  to  serve  the  government  has  determined  me  to  survey  my 
district  so  soon.  Gen'  Howard  has  ordered  10  Rangers  to  protect 
me  whilst  I  am  engaged  in  this  business. 
With  sincere  regard  I  am  Sir  your  Ob'  St 

Elias  Rector 

PS  It  is  my  belief  that  if  Co'  Croghans  expedition  against  Mack- 
inaw, should  fail,*  this  country  and  especially  S'  Louis  will  be  in 
iminant  danger  of  falling  in  to  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  I  expect 
to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  this  fall  at  Cincinati.     E.  R 

Gen'  Meigs 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  of  U.  S.  Cincinnati 
Ohio.     20 

[Endorsed]  Elias  Rector  Aug  1.  1814  R  13.     A.  30  *— 

[Enclosure] 

Newspaper  clipping  " 

[June  11,  1814] 
Every  account  of  the  attack  on  Campbell's  detachment  reflects  the 
highest  encomium  on  the  skill  and  undaunted  bravery  of  Lieutenant's 
Rector  and  Riggs  of  the  Rangers.  The  former,  after  a  contest  of 
two  hours  and  twenty  minutes,  withdrew  to  a  favorable  position 
which  enabled  him  to  save  the  few  regular  troops  as  well  from  the 
flames  which  surrounded  them  as  the  fury  of  the  savages.  The  high 
wind  which  then  prevailed  and  the  loss  of  his  anchors  prevented  his 
rendering  like  assistance  to  Lieut.  Riggs  The  latter  although 
stranded  and  in  a  hopeless  situation  kept  up  an  incessant  fire  on  the 
Indians,  and  by  a  rus^  de  guerre,  afforded  his  party  an  opportunity 
of  making  the  savages  feel  some  of  the  consequence  of  their  perfidy. 
He  ordered  his  men  to  cease  firing  for  about  ten  minutes,  and  at  the 
same  time  ordered  the  howizer  to  be  well  loaded  with  grape,  and  the 
small  arms  to  be  in  complete  readiness.  The  Indians  believing  the 
Rangers  to  be  all  killed,  or  that  they  had  surrendered,  rushed  down 

*  See  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  472,  500,  504. 
'  Not  found. 

•  Unidentified. 
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the  bank  to  extinguish  the  fire  on  board  Laeut  Campbell's  barge,  and 
to  board  Riggs'.  Our  hero  then  opened  upon  them  a  well  directed 
fire,  which  drove  them  in  all  directions,  leaving  several  of  their  dead 
behind. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

(NA:WD,SWDF,E27:ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Awgr'  2.  1814 
Sir  The  information  which  I  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to 
you  by  the  last  mail  relative  to  the  attack  upon  our  boats,  was  derived 
from  individuals  who  had  arrived  at  S'  Louis  in  the  only  boat  which 
at  that  time  had  returned — It  now  appears  that  our  loss  on  that  oc- 
casion was  not  as  great  as  was  at  first  supposed — 

The  boat  in  which  Majr  Campbell  '  (who  commanded  the  detach- 
ment) fought  had  taken  fire  from  the  firing  of  some  of  the  large  guns 
previous  to  his  leaving  it.  and  the  savages  were  not  able  to  extinguish 
the  flames — Another  boat  commanded  by  Ensign  Riggs  was  left 
aground  near  the  shore — he  however,  after  fighting  the  whole  body 
of  savages  for  several  hours  till  darkness  put  an  end  to  the  conflict 
was  fortunate  enough  to  get  his  boat  afloat  &  has  returned — The 
other  two  boats  which  were  not  fortified,  were  saved  by  a  most 
extraordinary  incident,  having  at  the  moment  of  their  greatest  peril 
met  the  large  gunboat  which  had  been  stationed  off  Praire  de  chien  on 
its  retreat  from  that  place,  where  it  left  our  fort  as  I  am  informed  by 
Gen'  Howard  "under  attack  from  British  and  Indians  in  great  force 
they  having  artillery  along  of  which  the  large  boat  bears  of  itself 
full  testimony".  Several  murders  have  been  committed  within  a 
week  past.  But  my  object  at  present  is  barely  to  correct  the  informa- 
tion I  communicated  last  week  * 
With  great  respect  I  am  Sir  Y'  Mo  Obd*  St 

NiNiAN  Edwards 


'  John  Campbell;  see  his  report,  ante,  p.  5. 

*  See  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.) ,  XIV,  723, 762,  768,  and  pasaim.  Selections  from  the 
Bulger  Papers  (WHS),  embodying  letters  to  and  from  Andrew  H.  Bulger,  British 
commandant  on  the  Mississippi,  and  to  and  from  other  British  officers  concerning 
events  at  or  near  Prairie  du  Chicn  in  1814-1815,  are  printed,  W.H.C.,  xni, 
10-153.  Other  documents  illustrating  the  British  side  of  the  conflict  in  the  Wis- 
consin area,  then  a  part  of  Illinois  Territory,  for  the  period  1813-1814,  are  printed 
»6td.,  XI,  passim,  notably  letters  from  the  Dickson  and  Grignon  Papers  (WHS) 
passing  between  Dickson  and  Louis  Grignon  and  Dickson  and  John  Lawe  and 
others.  See  also  Louise  P.  Kellogg,  Brit.  Regime  in  Wis.,  pp.  277-329,  containing 
a  clear  account  of  the  w..r  as  it  affected  the  Wisconsin  regicn,  notably  the  contest 
for  the  possess' rn  and  repossession  of  Prairie  du  Chien  by  the  respective  sides  in 
the  conflict,  and  embodying  footnote  citations  to  specific  original  MS.  sources  in 
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[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  Aug',  2.  July  26.  1814  Gov.  N.  Edwards 
reports  the  defeat  of  an  expedition  with  provisions  &c  for  Prairie  du 
chien.  Mackinaw  has  been  reinforced  &  strengthened,  &  some  mur- 
ders committed  in  that  Territory — Rec"  Augt.  1814  ' 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH 

MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv:  LS] 

Registers  Office  Kaskaskia  2  Awe?"  1814 
Sir,  Your  Letter  of  the  22'"'  June  "  came  to  hand  by  the  last  mail. 
We  notice  the  Obstacles  you  refer  to  and  are  also  of  the  Opinion  that 
those  who  live  without  the  survey'd  limits  cannot  now  make  their 
Entries  so  intelligibly  and  definite  as  to  authorise  a  Sale. 

Yet  as  those  are  very  few  in  number  and  reside  near  to  the  Survey'd 
Land  within  the  reserve,  it  is  possible  that  your  Deputies  can,  &  will 
extend  the  subdivision  of  Townships  far  enough  to  embrace  those  few, 
who  live  beyond  the  present  surveys,  in  time  to  bring  them  within 
the  provisions  of  the  Act.  At  any  rate,  if  those  cannot  be  secured, 
it  is  very  important  that  others  who  live  within  the  reserv'd  limits 
should  not  be  depriv'd  of  the  benefits  intended  by  the  Act  of  16'" 
April;  which  might  happen,  should  their  Entries  not  be  receiv'd  prior 
to  1"  October;  after  this  day,  the  Proprietors  of  unlocated  Claims 
are  authorised  to  enter  to  the  Amount  of  their  Claims,  and  may 
enter  the  improvements  intended  to  be  secured  to  pre-Empti oners; 
unless  a  Law  of  Congress  should  provide  against  this  injustice,  which 
cannot  be  done  in  time  to  avert  this  great  &  serious  injury,  and  which 
we  fear  will  be  greatly  heightened  by  the  avarice  of  Land  Jobbers, 
who  may  possibly  contend,  that  they  are  not  bound  to  respect  im- 
provements after  the  first  of  October  next.  We  are  solicitous  to 
carry  the  Law  into  effect  as  far  as  it  is  practicable; — but  for  want  of 
a  connected  Plat  we  find  an  insurmountable  obstacle. — The  only 

the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society  Library  as  well  as  to  printed  documents  and  rele- 
vant secondary  authorities.  Similarly,  see  H.  P.  Beers,  West.  Mil.  Frontier, 
1815-181^6,  pp.  19-20.  There  are  also  numerous  relevant  documents,  in  som.e 
instances  duplications,  in  Mich.  Pion.  and  Hist.  Colls.,  xv,  102-103,  180-182, 
196-198,  208-209,  210-211,  216,  219-223,  225-226,  245-250,  258-259,  262,  271, 
281-282,  368-369,  391-393,  422-425,  553-554,  593-594,  610-613,  628-628,  630- 
631,  641-651,  656-658,  669-674;  ibid.,  xvi,  1-37,  41-44,  47,  55-56,  65-66,  70-71, 
74,  89-91,  103-105,  136-139,  166-167,  191-199;  ibid.,  xxni,  457-468,  480-523. 
See  also  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.),  xiv,  for  correspondence  of  Governor  Clark  and 
Gen.  Benjamin  Howard,  especially  for  the  year  1814. 

'  Reply  not  found. 

10  Not  found. 
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possible  means  we  now  have,  is,  to  obtain  a  plat  from  Gen'  Rector; 
who  will  ascertain  &  certify  the  contents  of  Quarter  Sections,  and 
FVactions,  by  which,  we  will  in  the  mean  time,  and  untill  a  Plat  shall 
be  receiv'd  from  your  Office,  be  govem'd — which  we  pray  Sir,  may 
be  forwarded  as  early  as  possible. — The  promis'd  Transcript  has  not 
yet  been  receiv'd  but  we  are  inform'd,  that  Plats,  shewing  the  exterior 
limits  of  the  Common  Field  and  Town  Tracts,  have  been  certified  to 
your  Office  by  Cien'  Rector.  These  will  enable  you  to  designate  the 
Tracts  on  the  connected  Plat. 
We  are,  very  respectfully,  Sir,  Y'  Ob'  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

P.  S.  You  will  perceive  that  the  Act  of  16'"  April  directs  that  the 
Register  shall  give  notice  that  the  pre-emptioners  may  purchase  on 
application  at  his  Office  on  or  before  the  first  of  October — This  Notice 
has  been  given  and  the  Office  will  open  on  the  10'"  Ins' 

We  must  therefore  progress  and  untill  we  receive  a  Plat  from  your 
Office  we  shall  be  govern 'd  in  the  Entries  by  the  information  we  may 
receive  from  Gen'  Rector;  which  we  suppose  will  be  generally  cor- 
rect.— Should  any  error  be  discovered  as  to  quantity,  it  may  be 
remedied  by  some  subsequent  Act  of  Congress. — 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Surveyor  Gen'  of  the  United  States 
Cincinnati    20 

[Endorsed]  Michael  Jones  &  S  Bond— Reg  &  Receiver  Kaskaskia 
Aug  2.  1814.    R— 14.— A— 19— Ans  &  sent  plat  Jan>'  18.  1815  " 


STERLING  GRESHAM  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

(NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  iv:ALS] 

Surveyor  General's  Office  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  6'"  Augmt  1814 
Sir.  In  the  absence  of  the  Surveyor  General  I  have  the  honour  to 
transmit  you  a  plan  of  Shawnee  Town,  of  which  the  Inclosed  is  a  true 
Copy,'^  from  the  returns  in  this  Office,  which  I  hope  you  will  find 
correct. 

I  have  the  Honour  to  be  very  Respectfully  &" 

•♦  Sterling  Gresham,  Clerk 

Surveyor  General's  Office 
[Addressed]     The  Honourable  Edward   Tiffin   Esquire     Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office    Treasury  Department    Washing- 
ton City 

"  Not  found. 
*'  Present. 


ILLINOIS     TERRITORY  13 

[Endorsed]  Cincinnati  6  Aug'  1814  J  Meigs  with  plan  of  Shawnee- 
town    Ans"  17  Aug'  ^^  

EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH 
BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  5] 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  office,  August  8'"  1814. 

Sirs,  Your  letter  of  20'"  ult"  '*  (requesting  instructions  relative  to 
the  reservation  of  sections  N°  16,  in  the  tract  appropriated  to  satisfy 
confirmed  claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia)  has  been  received; — 
the  sections  nvmibered  sixteen,  must  be  reserved  for  schools;  for 
although,  in  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814,  no  reservation  was  made, 
you  will  find  that  the  reservation  of  numbers  sixteen,  for  schools, 
had  been  previously  made  by  the  act  of  26'"  March,  1804;  conse- 
quently, those  sections  cannot  be  sold  as  pre-emption  rights,  or 
located  by  the  holders  of  confirmed  claims. 

I  am,  &"=" 

Michael  Jones,  Shadrach  Bond  Esq"    Kaskaskia. — 

The  act  of  5'"  April,  1813,  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption,  expressly 
provides  that  "no  lands  reserved  from  sale  by  former  acts,"  shall  be 
sold  under  this  act. 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO 

EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  9'"  August  1814 
Sir,  In  conformity  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  the  16'"  of 
April  1814  the  Register  gave  notice  that  the  Office  would  be  open  on 
the  10'"  ins'  for  the  purchase  of  Land  by  such  persons  as  were  entitled 
to  the  right  of  Pre-emption  by  virtue  of  said  Act. 

At  the  time  the  Notice  was  given  we  calculated  on  receiving  a 
connected  plat  from  the  Surveyor  General  to  whom  Mess"  Jones  & 
Caldwel  had  written  before  the  Act  pass'd  apprising  him  of  the  act  as 
it  was  then  contemplated  and  unless  a  Plat  should  be  receiv'd  the  Law 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect'* — In  answer  to  that  letter  he  observ'd 
that  as  part  of  the  Tract  reserv'd  for  satisfying  unlocated  Claims  had 
not  yet  been  survey'd  he  did  not  know  how  the  Settlers  could  make 
their  Entries  intelligibly  by  the  1='  of  Ocf — That  he  had  contracted 

"  Post,  p.  21. 

n  NA(GL0,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 

"  Letter  not  found. 
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for  *he  Surveying  of  that  part  of  the  reserv'd  Tract  and  as  soon  as 
possible  would  transmit  a  connected  plat— under  these  Circum- 
stances we  find  oiu-selves  extremely  embarrass'd — should  not  this  law 
be  carried  into  effect  in  such  a  way  as  to  give  the  Pre-emptioners  a  lien 
on  the  land  they  intend  to  enter  in  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  said  Act 
within  the  time,  it  is  to  be  fear'd  that  the  holders  of  unlocated  Claims 
would  feel  it  their  interest  and  that  avarice  would  induce  them  to 
cover  the  highly  improv'd  Farms  of  the  Pre-emptioners— at  any  rate 
they  might  Locate  Quarter  Sections  adjoining  their  improvements 
after  the  first  of  Oct'  and  the  pre-emptioners  would  be  without 
remedy  as  no  Law  could  be  pass'd  in  time  to  relieve  them  from  this 
Dilemma — We  have  therefore  determin'd  to  obtain  from  General 
Rector  who  has  executed  all  the  surveys  in  this  Tract  Plats  shewing 
the  contents  of  Quarter  &  fractional  Q'  Sections  in  the  mean  time  and 
untill  the  promis'd  plat  shall  be  receiv'd  we  shall  proceed  to  receive 
Entries  from  such  of  the  pre-emtioners  as  may  apply — But  in  no  case 
grant  final  Certificates  untill  the  Official  Plat  comes  to  hand— This 
Course  will  we  conceive  secure  the  Pre-emptioners  and  enable  us  to 
carry  the  Law  into  effect  in  all  its  parts  according  to  its  true  intent 
&  meaning — And  will  relieve  from  those  serious  evils  which  we  appre- 
hend to  be  inevitable  should  the  Law  be  defeated  in  part.  We  find 
that  in  a  good  many  instances  Settlements  have  been  made  on  Sections 
N"  16  before  the  subdivision  of  Townships  into  Quarter  Sections  and 
in  some  instances  before  the  exterior  To\vnship  lines  were  run — We 
had  some  Doubts  whether  these  Sections  are  not  reserv'd  from  Sale — 
The  act  of  16  April  1814  does  not  reserve  them  expressly  and  we  are 
told  that  in  the  Tract  designated  for  satisfying  unlocated  Claims  in 
the  District  of  Vinciennes  Sections  N°  16  were  not  considered  as 
reserv'd — but  it  would  seem  that  should  these  be  permitted  to  be 
located  the  Government  in  justice  ought  to  give  another  Section  in 
the  same  Township  as  an  equivalent 

In  some  few  instances  we  find  that  valuable  Improvements  have 
been  made  on  insulated  fractional  Sections  containing  less  than  160 
Acres— for  want  of  vacant  Land  adjoining  these  Fractions  the  Occu- 
pant cannot  add  the  additional  quantity  so  ^s  to  bring  him  within  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  of  16*"  of  Ap' — Can  we  permit  them  to  enter  the 
Fractions  only?  No  injury  can  be  done  to  the  United  States  by  giving 
the  law  this  Construction  and  Individuals  will  be  greatly  reliev'd— 
Another  subject  has  offered  some  difficulty — Whether  Claims  can  be 
divided  in  such  a  manner  as  that  one  p)erson  being  the  owner  of  a  frac- 
tional part  of  a  Claim  can  tender  that  fraction  in  payment  of  Land  at 
one  place  &  the  owner  of  the  residue  of  the  Claim  tender  it  in  payment 
of  land  situated  at  another  place — If  this  construction  prevails  to  what 
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extent  may  not  the  divisibility  of  claims  be  carried?  and  yet  it  would 
seem  that  Heirs  or  tenants  in  common  might  claim  this  priviledge 
We  are  very  respectf^  Y'  ob'  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones    S.  Bond — 

P  S.  That  part  of  the  reserv'd  Tract  which  has  not  been  subdi- 
vided and  to  which  the  Surveyor  General  in  his  Letters  alludes  contains 
but  very  few  Settlers  indeed — and  these  can  be  provided  for  by  some 
future  law  as  it  is  known  that  their  remote  situation  will  not  attract 
the  eye  of  the  Speculators — These  then  are  secure  in  any  event  Mich' 
Jones    S.  Bond — 

[Addressed]  The  Hon""  Edward  TifRn  Commissioner  of  ye  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  9'"  Aug'  1814  Regis'  &  Receiver  de  pre- 
emption rights  and  unlocated  claims — Ans"  31"  Aug'  '° 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv:LS] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  10""  August  1814 
Sir  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  surveys  have  been  executed 
in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia;  Congress  may  perhaps  at  their  next  ses- 
sion want  information  as  to  the  time  when  the  Land  in  that  district 
will  be  prepared  for  Sale;  &  I  cannot  give  that  information  till  I  receive 
it  from  you.'' 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed'  Serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Surv'  Gen'  Cincinnati. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs,  Esq'  Surveyor-General,  U.S.  Cincinnati. 
[Postmarked]  Treasiu-y  Department  General  Land  Office  Edward 
Tiffin  Wash"  City  Aug  11  Free 

[Endorsed]  Ed  Tiffin  Aug  10.  1814  R— 19— 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH 
BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  5] 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  office,  10th  August,  1814. 
Sir,  The  act  of  26'"  March,  1804,  Section  five,''  authorises  the 
location  of  an  entire  Township  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  for  a 

"  Post,  p.  25. 

"  Answered  post,  p.  23. 

'»  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  178. 
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seminary  of  learning;  and  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814,  Section  six," 
limits  the  time  for  entering  unlocated  confirmed  claims,  to  the  first 
day  of  May  next:  Perhaps  congress  may,  at  their  next  session,  want 
information  as  to  the  propriety  of  opening  your  office  for  public 
sales, — I  will  therefore  thank  you  for  your  opinions  on  the  following 
points; — What  quantity  of  land  will  probably  remain  of  the  reserved 
tract,  after  satisfying  the  private  claims?  What  other  part  of  the 
district  is  ready,  or  will  be  ready,  next  summer,  for  sale?  What 
quantity  of  land  would  probably  sell,  should  a  public  sale  be  authorised 
in  the  district  next  year? 

If  the  surveys  are  so  far  executed,  as  to  enable  you  to  form  an 
opinion  what  Township  it  will  be  advisable  to  locate  for  a  seminary 
of  learning,  I  will  thank  you  for  that  opinion.*" 

1  am,  &" 

Michael  Jones,  Shadrach  Bond,  Esquires,  Kaskaskia. — 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  IV:ALS1 

Surveyor  General's  Office — Cincinnati,  Aug.  15,  1814. 

Sir,  I  transmit,  with  this,  a  Copy  of  the  Field  Notes  of  the  Survey 
of  Shawnee  Town. — A  Plat  has  been  heretofore  forwarded  by  my 
Clerk.     The  Survey  is,  I  believe,  accurately  and  faithfully  executed — 

M''  Harris's  account  with  a  Copy  of  the  Vouchers  is  also  inclosed — 
If  you  approve  the  account  I  will  cause  it  to  be  paid- — A  Sketch, 
shewing  the  connection  of  Shawnee  Town  with  the  adjacent  Public 
Lands  is  also  with  this  inclosure — 

M'  Harris,  in  his  Letter  of  the  4th  of  this  month,  says,  "I  have  this 
day  closed  the  business  of  Shawnee  Town,  and  have  inclosed  the 
Field  Notes  of  the  Comers,  with  the  Survey  of  the  Out  Boundary  of 
each  Tract,  separately  from  each  other:  I  found  this  necessary,  on 
account  of  a  preemption  Claim  on  Section  N°  30.  Town'p  9.  R.  10. 
I  have  extended  the  Survey  of  the  old  town  in  such  manner  as  to  cut 
off  all  Claim  to  any  Land  that  comes  within  the  Limits  or  Bounds 
of  the  Town.  I  found,  that,  if  the  Claimant  held  the  whole  Fraction, 
it  would  entirely  destroy  the  new  town,  which  is  very  unpopular, 
make  the  best  of  it  I  can;  notwithstanding  it  is  situated  on  a  very 
high,  handsome  situation,  one  and  a  half  mile  from  the  River,  and 
will  be  in  full  view  of  the  River,  when  the  timber  is  cleared  off.  The 
Public  Square  is  situated  One  Hundred  feet  higher  than  the  River, 


'» 3  Stat.  126. 

™  Answered  post,  p.  31. 
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and  in  full  view  of  it. — The  Land  on  which  the  In  Lots  of  the  new 
town  are  laid,  is  covered  with  the  most  valuable  growth  of  Oak  Timber 
that  I  have  seen  in  the  Western  Country, — the  Timber  itself  is  worth 
the  Congress  price  of  the  Lots,  provided  it  sells  at  $32.00  per  acre." 

"I  have  not  numbered  the  Public  Squares  on  account  of  its  being  a 
general  practice  of  individuals  to  give  the  Land  on  which  it  is  situated, 
and  because  I  supposed  that  the  United  States  would  do  the  same. — I 
apprehend  that  the  Lots  on  the  River  will  sell  high — especially  those 
that  are  situated  conveniently  to  the  Ferry,  and  the  Landing  Place.^ 
The  Town,  in  general,  is  not  so  bad  as  has  been  represented  as  respects 
overflowing." 

I  am  somewhat  fearful  of  giving  you  needless  trouble,  by  thus  giv- 
ing you  opinions  on  the  Subject  of  Shawnee  Town,  but  I  will  venture 
to  add  the  following  Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Judge  Griswold,  of  the 
25"  of  July.  1814— 

"M''  Harris  has  nearly  completed  his  Survey,  and  has  pursued  what 
I  believe  to  be  the  best  plan  for  the  extension  of  the  Town. 

"I  know  not  that  any  person  finds  fault  with  it.  Not  many  people 
who  are  here  at  present,  appear  to  know  how  to  appreciate  the  benefit 
of  the  extension ;  they  being  a  poor  pack,  dependent  on  the  River  for 
subsistence  from  day  to  day. — But  every  person  who  extends  his  ideas 
beyond  the  length  of  a  Boat,  knows  what  to  think  on  this  subject. — 
This  town  when  erected  on  the  present  extended  Scale  will  very  much 
resemble  Weathersfield,  Suffield,  Windsor,  Northampton,  and  and  all 
the  towns  on  Connecticut  River,  which  are  built  on  the  first  rise  of 
high  land,  and  have  a  considerable  space  of  bottom  Land  between 
the  River  and  them." 

M''  Sloo  has  informed  me  that  there  is  a  tract  of  several  townships 
belonging  to  the  Shawnee  District,  of  which  I  have  not  furnished  him 
with  Plats  and  Descriptions — I  had  supposed  that  the  Vincennes  Dis- 
trict extended  West  to  the  East  Boundary  of  Range  Eleven  East  of  the 
S*"  Meridian — but  I  now  suppose  it  to  be  limited  on  the  West  by  the 
Wabash  from  its  mouth  Northerly  to  the  intersection  of  it  by  the  S.  W 
boundary  of  the  Vincennes  Tract,  and  thence  by  the  S  W  &  N  W  Imes 
of  that  Tract.  I  shall  be  able,  I  think  to  furnish  M'  Sloo  with  Plats 
&  Descriptions  in  due  time  to  prevent  any  material  injury.  Having 
taken  up  this  Office  as  a  sort  of  a  Derelict  and  having  received  no 
instructions  from  my  Predecessor  or  any  of  his  Clerks,  I  trust  that 
whatever  errors  may  have  arisen  from  invincible  ignorance  will  be 
excusable. — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Yours. 

J  Meigs.  Survey'  Gen, 

Hon.  Ed.  Tiffin,  Comm"^  Gen  Land  Office — Washington  City — 
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[Endorsed]  Cincinnati  15  Aug*  1814  J  Meigs  with  sundry  enclo- 
sures—Ans"  31  Aug'  *'  in  part — &  M'  King 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND   SHADRACH   BOND   TO   EDWARD 

TIFFIN 

(NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  16'"  August  1814 
Sir  By  the  Mail  before  last  "  we  inform'd  you  of  the  Embar- 
rassments we  laboured  under  &  that  on  the  Certificate  of  Gen'  Rector 
Deputy  Surveyor  we  intended  to  proceed  to  receive  entries  but  in  no 
case  to  issue  final  Certificates  untill  the  corrected  plat  should  be 
receiv'd — We  have  ventured  on  this  plan  and  are  receiving  entries 
from  the  pre-emptioners — In  discharging  this  Duty  we  find  difficulties 
arise  out  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  light  in  which  Claims  confirm'd 
by  the  Governors  &  not  supported  fey  before  the  late  Board  should  be 
view'd  by  us.  The  Confirmees  of  some  of  those  Claims  have  entered 
protests  against  Entries  by  Pre-emptioners  for  Lands  previously  con- 
firm'd by  the  Governors:  These  pre-emptioners  being  the  bona  fide 
purchasers  of  these  Claims  from  the  Confirmees,  contend  for  the  right 
of  Pre-emption  in  virtue  of  their  Cultivations  made  on  the  Land 

Now  as  these  Claims  have  once  been  confirm'd  by  the  Governors, 
and  have  not  been  disannull'd  by  any  Act  of  the  Government — shall 
we  eftly  consider  the  land  as  subject  to  sale  under  the  Act  of  April 
1814  ^' — The  Commissioners  appointed  for  the  revision  of  Governors 
Confirmations  have  it  is  true,  reported  that  these  Claims  have  not 
been  supported  and  are  rejected — yet  the  Government  have  not  sanc- 
tion'd  that  Report.  The  Act  only  Confirms  Certain  Claims  trans- 
mitted by  the  Commissioners — should  we  permit  sales  of  these  con- 
firm'd Lands  to  be  made  the  Confirmees  who  may  possibly  be  Con- 
firm'd in  their  titles  thereto,  will  they  not  in  that  Case  dispossess  the 
purchaser?  on  the  other  hand  should  the  Settlers  be  refus'd  the 
right  to  enter  and  the  Confirmations  ultimately  annull'd  in  that  case 
the  settler  would  lose  the  priviledge  of  securing  the  Land  once  bought 
and  since  highly  improv'd  by  him — What  can  be  done  in  this  Case? 
It  is  a  matter  of  doubt  with  us  what  Construction  the  Law  granting 
the  right  of  preemption  ought  to  receive! — whether  the  whole  quan- 
tity entered  by  a  pre-emptioner  must  be  included  in  one  entry  and  the 
whole  subject  to  forfeiture  as  other  Lands  sold  at  private  sale;  or 
whether  it  can  be  applied  for  in  several  Entries  &  the  residue  only 

"  Post,  p.  25. 
"  Ante,  p.  13. 
»  Approved  Apr.  16,  1814  (3  Stat.  126-127). 
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subject  to  forfeiture — if  the  latter  Construction  prevails  how  shall 
the  forfeited  part  be  severed  or  designated — we  will  suppose  a  Case — 
A  applies  for  three  quarter  Sections — pay  in  E\'idence  of  Claims  400 
acres — Can  he  obtain  a  final  Certificate  for  one  half  section  &  thereby 
subject  to  forfeiture  the  quarter  only?  Again  A,  applies  for  one 
quarter  section  [M.  S.  torn]  tion  adjoining  containing  to-gether  260 
acres  He  pays  in  e\-idence,  of  Claim  200  acres,  and  the  Deposit  in 
specie  for  the  residue  of  60  acres,  but  does  not  within  the  time  com- 
plete the  payment  of  the  first  instalment — shall  not  the  whole  quan- 
tity applied  for  be  offered  for  sale  after  the  expiration  of  forty  Days? 
or  the  residue  only?  '* 
We  are  Sir,  verry  respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv" — 

Mich'  Jones 
S  Bond— 

"  The  following  sources  relating  to  private  land  claims  in  Illinois  Territory  are 
located  in  the  General  Land  Office  files  at  the  National  Archives: 

Index  to  Land  Claims.  This  is  a  photostatic  copy  of  a  t>T)ed  list  of  private 
land  claims  records,  arranged  alphabetically  by  states  or  territories  and  numeri- 
cally by  items,  each  of  which  is  identified  by  a  descriptive  title. 

Vol.  127-128.  List  of  Claims  to  Land  Within  the  District  of  Kaskaskia.  Com- 
prise claims  entered  with  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  prior  to  Nov.  1, 
1806,  being  claims  (Nos.  1-2647)  confirmed  by  the  Governor  of  the  Northwest  or 
Indiana  Territory,  or  acted  on  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Vol.  130.  Report  of  Commissioners  on  Claims  to  Lands  in  Illinois  Territory 
under  the  Act  of  Congress  of  Feb.  20,  1812.  For  the  items  included  in  the  report, 
see  letter  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Jan.  4,  1813, 
ante,  XVI,  281. 

Vol.  131.  Original  Report  by  Commissioners  on  Private  Land  Claims  in  Kas- 
kaskia District.  Covers  claims  exclusive  of  common  fields  and  town  lots  as  pro- 
vided under  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  May  1,  1810,  Feb.  20,  1812,  and  Apr.  16, 
1814. 

Vol.  133.  Abstract  of  Patent  Certificates  (Nos.  1-800)  for  Private  Land  Claims 
in  Illinois. 

Vol.  134.  Original  Reports  by  Commissioners  on  Private  Land  Claims  in 
Kaskaskia  District.  Cover  claims  confirmed  under  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  May 
1,  1810,  Feb.  20,  1812,  and  Apr.  16,  1814. 

Vol.  141.  Rejections  of  Private  Land  Claims  in  Kaskaskia  District,  consisting 
of  original  reports  of  the  commissioners  relating  to  ancient  grants  rejected, 
militia  claims  rejected,  improved  rejections,  donation  rejections  report,  improved 
confirmed  claims  by  Governors,  and  militia  claims  confirmed  by  the  Governors. 

Vol.  180.  Journal  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  (July  14,  1812 
to  Jan.  5,  1813)  appointed  under  the  Act  of  Feb.  20,  1812,  for  revision  of  former 
confirmations  to  land  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia. 

Vol.  181.  Register  of  Certificates,  Grants,  Etc.,  Illinois.  Designated  as  "Book 
F",  being  a  list  of  certificates  granted  by  the  Register  of  the  land  offici,  in  con- 
formity with  the  Act  of  Apr.  26,  1816,  relating  to  confirmed  located  improved 
claims  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Commissioners  appointed  under  the  Act  of 
Congress  of  Mar.  26,  1804.  Also  contains  a  register  of  applications  and  permis- 
sions to  remain  on  improved  lands  in  Kaskaskia  District. 
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[Addressed]    The  Hon""  Edward  Tiffin,  Commissioner  of  the  Gener' 
Land  Office  Washington  City  P'  mail  Free 

[Endorsed]    Kaskaskia  16  Aug*  1814  Register  &  Receiver  de  clashing 
claims  of  pre-emptioners  &  Confirmees  Ans"  26  Sep' '' 


Vol.  182.  Statement  of  Claims  Founded  on  Acts  of  Congress  granting  Donations 
of  400  acres  each  to  the  heads  of  families  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  confirmed 
by  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  for  which  certificates  of  confirmation  have  issued. 
Also  includes  applications  and  permissions,  May,  1808,  Kaskaskia,  Illinois. 

Private  Land  Claims  Dockets,  Illinois,  Nos.  1-763.  Consists  of  correspondence 
and  papers  relating  to  individual  cases. 

Miscellaneous  Papers  Relating  to  Private  Land  Claims.  Bundle  labeled 
"Kaskaskia"  contains  a  few  papers  relating  to  the  Illinois  territorial  period. 
These  papers  relate  to  the  general  administration  of  private  land  claims  rather 
than  to  specific  cases. 

For  the  printed  portions  of  the  foregoing  documents  and  others  relating  to  the 
land  question  in  Illinois  Territory,  see  A.S.P.  (1834  ed.),  Public  Lands,  ii, 
123-241,  254-255,  257-258,  731,  740  743;  ibid.,  ill,  1-5,  281,  384-385,  394-395, 
406,  421,  428,  432,  476-486,  497,  502,  516-518,  533. 

The  following  item  relating  to  private  land  claims  in  Illinois  Territory  is  located 
in  Division  K  of  the  General  Land  Office  at  the  Department  of  Interior: 

Private  Land  Claims  Docket  Index,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio.  It  is  arranged 
alphabetically  by  claimants  giving  both  claim  and  docket  numbers  and  covering 
the  correspondence  and  papers  of  the  Private  Land  Claims  Dockets  described 
above. 

There  are  also  considerable  quantities  of  relevant  and  indispensable  material 
in  the  General  Land  Office,  State  Auditor's  Office,  Springfield,  111.,  described 
fully  as  to  condition  and  general  contents  in  Inventory  of  Federal  Archives  in  the 
States  (Series  vin,  Dept.  of  the  Interior,  No.  12,  Illinois  Hist.  Recs.  Survey, 
Chicago,  1941),  compiled  by  Thomas  K.  Hall,  pp.  22-24,  28-35,  41-43,  57-58, 
60-63.  This  collection  includes  not  only  the  papers  of  the  Shawneetown,  Kas- 
kaskia, and  Edwardsville  land  offices  for  the  territorial  period  of  Illinois,  but  also, 
in  the  case  of  the  Kaskaskia  land  office,  for  the  Northwest  and  Indiana  territorial 
periods.  The  Edwardsville  land  office  papers  include  records  transferred  from 
the  Steubenville  (Ohio)  land  office,  on  which  the  Illinois  lands  at  one  time  de- 
pended, when  the  former  office  was  established  in  1816.  There  are  also  the  field 
notes,  township  plats,  correspondence,  etc.,  of  the  Surveyor  General's  office,  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  a  miscellaneous  collection  containing  maps,  correspondence, 
surveying  contracts  and  the  like.  See  also  Alvord  and  Pease,  "Archs.  of  State  of 
111.",  A.H.A.  Rept.,  1909,  pp.  426,  427,  428-434,  435. 

Inasmuch  as  the  present  work  is  confined  in  the  main  to  materials  found  in  the 
Washington  archives  it  has  not  been  deemed  practicable  to  list  and  identify  in 
detail  documents  in  the  collection  of  records  described  above.  It  is  not  improba- 
ble, therefore,  that  an  occasional  letter  or  other  document  referred  to  as  "not 
found"  in  the  Washington  archives  may  be  in  Springfield. 

For  other  sources  relating  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  public  lands,  see  post, 
p.  342,  n.  91. 

»  Post,  p.  28. 


ILLINOIS     TERRITORY  21 

EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  IV:LS] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  17'"  Aug^  1814 
Sir  Your  letter  of  6*"  Ins'  with  a  plan  of  Shawneetown  has  been 
received,^*  but  it  does  not  shew  the  sections  township  or  range  upon 
which  the  plan  is  located;  this  information  I  want,  &  it  is  necessary 
that  you  furnish  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown  with 
a  copy  of  the  plan  immediately,  if  not  already  done. 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  obed'  Serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq"'  Surveyor  General  Cincinnati. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq""  Surveyor  General  Cincinnati  Ohio 
[Postmarked]  Treasury  Depart'  General  Land  Office  Edward  Tiffin 
Wash"  City  Aug  18    Free 

[Endorsed]  Ed.  Tiffin    Aug  17.  1814  R— 26.— A— 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  IV:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  August  19'"  1814. 

Sm  The  Register  &  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  for  this  District 
commenced,  receiving  entries  of  Pre-emption  rights  on  the  10'"  Ins' — 
It  was  desirable  that,  they  should  at  that  time  have  been  in  possession 
of  connected  plats  of  the  District — But  from  the  stage  of  the  business 
it  was  wholy  impossible  for  me  to  have  furnished  the  Surveyor 
General  with  such  connected  plats,  or  the  means  by  which  he  could 
have  had  them  formed,  for  the  following  reasons  Viz 

1°'  Some  of  the  claims,  of  individuals,  were  not  confirmed  until 
lately  a  transcript  of  which  I  did  not  receive  until  this  day — conse- 
quently they  could  not  be  Surveyed  nor  laid  down  on  my  plats. 

2''  Several  of  the  claims  heretofore  confirmed  were;  in  the  confirma- 
tions so  vaguely  described  that  it  was  impossible  for  me,  from  these 
discriptions  to  know  with  sufficient  certainty  what  tracts  they  were 
intended  to  embrace,  and  the  claimants  of  these  lands  could  not  by 
us  be  found  to  shew  their  respective  tracts. 

S*  I  observed  the  Act  of  Congress  by  which  a  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners were  created  to  invistigate,  those  claims  that  had  been  con- 
firmed by  the  Governors  of  the  Territories;"  most  of  which  had  been 
by  me  surveyed  and  laid  down  on  my  connected  plats.  And  I  was 
also  informed  that  many  of  these  confirmations,  had  been  by  said 

"  Ante,  p.  12. 

"  Approved  Feb.  20,  1812  (2  Stat.  677-678). 
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Board  rejected  or  reported  to  Government  as  having  been  fraudulently 
obtained — such  of  them  as  shall  eventually  be  rejected  by  Government 
must  of  course  be  expunged  from  my  plats. 

4'"  The  last  time  I  returned  Surveys  of  individuals  to  the  former 
surveyor  General,  He  informed  me,  that  it  was  unnecessary  for  me 
to  return  connected  plats  to  that  office  until  the  whole  of  the  claims 
of  indi\'iduals  should  be  surveyed,  as  well  donation  rights  &  other 
unlocated  claims  as  those  that  had  been  located.  The  reasons  Colo. 
Mansfield  assigned  for  giving  me  these  instructions  were  substantially 
as  follows — That  if  I  returned  connected  plats  of  the  Surveys  I  had 
then  made  those  subsequently  to  be  made  must  when  executed  be 
laid  down  on  the  plats,  which  would  of  course  embrace  many  of  the 
fractional  sections — consequently  great  alterations  would  be  made  in 
the  connected  plats  and  the  calculations  generally  to  be  made  over. 
And  finally  that  partial  connections  of  the  Sun^eys  would  be  of  no 
use — You  will  find  in  the  Surveyor  Generals  office  many  Surveys  which 
I  returned  during  the  time  Colo.  Mansfield  was — at  the  head  of  that 
ofTioc  department — as  well  as  those  I  have  returned  to  you  which  are 
not  laid  down  on  the  plats  of  Townships  in  your  office.  Each  of 
these  Surveys  are  so  described  as  to  furnish  means  by  which  they  can 
be  laid  down  on  the  plats  so,  as  to  shew  what  part  of  each  section 
they  occupy  and  what  part  remains  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
All  of  which  surv^eys  I  have  laid  down  on  plats  of  Townships  now  in 
my  possession,  which  is  preparetory  to  making  such  connected  plats 
as  is  required  by  my  contract  with  Colo.  Mansfield.  And  since  I 
have  seen  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  last  Session  by  which  I  perceive 
locations  are  to  be  bounded  by  sectional  lines  I  have  made  considerable 
progress  in  calculating  the  content  of  the  sections  and  fractional 
sections.  And  shall  continue  to  use  my  best  exertions  to  form  a 
general  connected  plat  so  far  as  it  is  practicable.  There  are  but 
very  few  located  claims  yet  to  be  Surveyed — except  those  the  descrip- 
tions of  which  I  was  this  day  furnished  with  by  Colo.  Jones  the 
Register  of  the  Land  office.  They  shall  be  surveyed  and  laid  down 
on  the  plats  as  soon  as  possible — 

The  Act  of  congress  passed  at  the  last  Session,  giving  the  right  of 
Pre  emption  to  actual  setlers  requires  that  they  shall  on  or  before  the 
1"  day  of  October  next  make  their  entries  &  coi'tain  with  the  Register 
&  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  &  certain  payments  on  their  purchases — 
That  from  the  1"  of  October  until  the  1"  day  of  May  the  proprietors 
of  donation  rights  &  other  unlocated  claims  shall  be  permited  to  enter 
locate  their  claims  on  any  Lands  not  taken  up  under  the  preemption 
Law,  or  not  otherwise  appropriated.  This  being  the  case  it  is  im- 
portant to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  pre  emtion  law 
that  they  should  before  the  1"  of  October  make  their  entries  &  other- 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  23 

wise  comply  with  the  provisions  ef  *fea  law  thereof — otherwise  the 
proprietors  of  unlocated  claims  might  &  no  doubt  would  after  the 
first  of  October  enter  &,  secure  to  themselves.  Such  of  the  improve- 
ments of  actual  Setlers  as  thc3'  would  be  worth  geting. 

The  Register  &  Receiver  of  the  Land  office  represented  to  me  the 
great  injury  the  actual  Setlers  would  sustain,  unless  they  had  an 
oppertunity  of  entering  their  claims  before  the  first  of  October.  And 
that  as  they  had  no  connected  plat  of  the  District,  these  people  would 
have  not  have  the  ho  means  without  means  of  making  their  entries, 
unless  I  would  from  my  papers  certify  or  cause  to  be  certified  the 
quantity  &c.  contained  in  the  tracts  of  Land  for  which  they  would 
apply — This  being  the  case,  and  taking  all  the  circumstances  into 
consideration  I  determined  to  afford  all  the  aid  information  I  could 
to  aid  them  in  obtaining  all  the  benefits  the  act  of  Congress  intended 
to  bestow,  and  in  order  to  do  so  put  M"'  Barcroft  in  possession  of  all 
my  Illinois  Land  papers,  who  keeps  them  in  a  room  adjoining  the 
Registers  Office  &  when  applied  to  gives  such  information  as  enables 
them  to  make  their  entries  for  which  he  demands  &  receives  a  mod- 
erate compensation.  M'  Barcroft  is  able  to  furnish  information  as 
fast  as  it  is  wanting — I  hope  -fchis  eetwse  wili  fee  approved  fey  ye« 
I  should  have  been  extremely  glad  that  a  connected  plan  could  have 
been  furnished  to  the  Register  &  Receiver  ift  time — But  from  the 
natui'e  &  situation  of  the  business  it  was  impossible  that  it  could 
have  been  done,  I  therefore  hope  you  will  approve  of  the  course  I 
have  taken.  And  assure  you  that  connected  plats  shall  be  completed 
&  forwarded  to  you  as  soon  as  practicable — I  shall  set  out  for  S' 
Louis  tomorrow  from  where — I  will  write  you.-* 

Verj'  respectfully  y'  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

JosiAH  aiEiGS  Esquu-e  Sur\-eyor  Gen'  of  U.  S. 

[Endorsed]  \V"  Rector    Aug.  19:1814     R  Oct.  2.  A.  3 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  IV:  ALS] 

Surveyor  General's  Office    Cincinnati,  Aug.  22.  1814 
Sir,    Your  Letter  of  August  10,  was  received  on  the  19'".^    I 
inclose  a  rough  Sketch  of  the  Surveys  in  the  Kaskaskia  District,^ 

23  Rector  to  Meigs,  Sept.  17,  1814  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv)' 
enclosing  the  above  letter.  This  accounts  for  the  date  of  receipt  being  so  late 
(Oct.  2). 

"  Ante,  p.  15. 

">  Present. 


24  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

being  limited  as  I  conceive  by  the  3"  Meridian  on  the  East,  and  the 
Mississippi  on  the  West.  You  will  observe  that  Surveys  have  ex- 
tended as  far  North  as  Townships  5.  5.  5.  North  of  the  Base  Line, 
inclusive,  excepting  Townships  1,  2,  3,  4,  &  5,  North — And — 1,  2,  3, 
&  4,  South,  of  Ranges  I.  II.  Ill  West  of  the  3"  Meridian— Contracts 
have  been  made  &  promised  for  the  Survey  of  these  27  Townships — 
(which,  on  the  Sketch  are  included  within  the  Yellow  Line.)  It  is, 
of  course,  from  the  State  of  Public  Affairs,  doubtful  whether  the  Sur- 
veys will  be  executed  within  the  time  stipulated.  We  have  returns 
from  William  Rector  of  Surveys  of  many  Private  Confirmed  Claims 
in  Kaskaskia  district — but  as  we  have  no  connected  Plat,  I  have  as- 
sented to  the  urgent  Proposal  of  Messrs  Jones  and  Bond,  Register  & 
Receiver,  that  they  make  use  for  the  present,  of  a  connected  Plat  to 
be  furnished  by  M'  Rector. — William  Harris,  one  of  the  Contractors 
for  the  Survey  of  Harrison's  Purchase,  informs  me  in  a  late  letter 
from  Vincennes  that  the  Indians  are  troublesome  about  Fort  Harrison, 
by  stealing  Horses  &c — and  that  it  is  not  probable  the  Survey  of 
that  large  Tract  (which  was  entered  on,  and  abandoned  last  Spring) 
can  be  completed  this  Year — 

M'  Harris,  is  now  employed  in  laying  out  a  Town  for  the  Harmony 
Society,  of  Pennsylvania — they  have  made  large  purchases  on  the 
Wabash. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Yours 

J.  Meigs. — S.  General 

The  honourable  Edward  Tiffin.  Esquire   Comm'  Gen.  L.  Office — 

[Addressed]  The  honourable  Edward  Tiffin,  Esq.  Comm"^  Gen. 
Land-Office — 

[Endorsed]  Cincinnati  22"  Aug'  1814  J  Meigs  with  rough  sketch 
of  surveys  in  Kaskaskia  district — 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  THOMAS  SLOO  AND  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office.    28'"  Aug'  1814 
To  Mess"  Thomas  Sloo  and  John  Caldwell,  Register  &  Rec'  at 

Shawnee  town 

Gent.  You  will  please  to  reserve  from  the  Public  sales  about  to 
commence  at  Shawneetown,  all  the  lands  which  M'  White  &  the 
Gentlemen  associated  with  him,  reported  to  be  necissary  to  support 
the  united  States  Saline  on  the  Wabash  with  timber,  wood,  fuel  &" 

I  enclose  an  exhibit  of  the  quantity  of  Acres  in  each  Township  & 
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range  to  be  reserved  ''  &  I  presume  M''  White  can  furnish  you  with  a 
Copy  of  their  report.'^ 

I  know  of  no  other  instructions  necessary  before  the  sales  commence, 
only  that  you  take  great  care  of  your  cash  which  may  be  received. 

lam&o 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv:ALS  "] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  Aug  31"  1814. 

Sir— Your  letters  of  12'"  '*  &  15'"  ^^  with  field  notes  of  Shawnee 
town,  copy  of  the  Surveyor  Account  for  Surveying  it  &  a  sketch  of 
the  Town  &  County  have  been  rec"  the  confusion  ariseing  from  the 
capture  of  this  City  by  the  Enemy  &  the  previous  removal  of  the 
public  records  into  the  interior  prevent  my  saying  more  than  that 
the  enemy  is  still  in  sight  in  the  river  &  that  I  shall  attend  to  the 
Ace"  &"  when  we  shall  resimie  our  usual  routine  of  business 

I  am  &c  Edward  Tiffin 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen' 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Surveyor  General  Cincinnati 
Ohio,  [Postmarked]  Wash"  City  Sep  1  Treasury  Department  General 
Land  Office  Edward  Tiffin  Free 

[Endorsed]    E.  Tiffin    Aug.  31.  1814    R'^  Sept.  10—  A— 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH 
BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  Gen'  Land  Office  31'"  Aug^  1814 
Sir,  Your  of  9'"  Aug'  has  been  received.^*    As  you  had  not  been 
furnished  at  that  time  by  the  Surveyor  Gen'  with  a  connected  plat 
of  the  district  you  did  well  to  procure  from  M''  Rector  such  docu- 
ments as  will  enable  you  to  receive  the  entries  of  Pre-emptioners. 

The  construction  that  has  been  given  to  the  Laws  relative  to  Lands 
in  the  Illinois  Territory  is,   "that  Sections  Numbered  sixteen,  & 

"  Not  found. 

»2  Not  found. 

"  A  copy  of  this  letter  is  found  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

"  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  iv). 

"  Ante,  p.  16. 

s»  Ante,  p.  13. 
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fractions,  are  all  reserved,  &  cannot  be  entered  either  by  Pre-emptioners 
or  holders  of  unlocated  clams,  with  respect  to  your  Questions  relative 
to  the  divisibility  of  claims  it  appears  to  me  that  you  must  exercise 
your  own  discretion  on  this  subject  being  carefull  not  to  permit  any 
confusion  to  arise  from  such  divisions  of  claims — if  you  permit  one 
person  being  the  owner  of  a  fractional  part  of  a  Claim  to  tender  that 
fraction  in  payment  of  land  at  one  place,  &  the  owner  of  the  residue 
of  the  claim  to  tender  it  in  payment  of  land  situated  at  another 
place,  those  two  places  must  be  in  your  district — The  enemy  having 
destroyed  the  public  buildings  in  this  City,  &  being  still  in  the  river 
a  few  miles  distant,  I  cannot  have  access  to  the  public  records  or 
land  laws;  they  were  sent  into  the  interior  for  Safety,  &  consequently 
I  do  not  answer  your  letter  so  satisfactorily  to  myself  as  I  should 
had  I  the  records  &  Laws  at  hand  '' — 
lamcfe" 

M'  Jones  Shadrach  Bond  esq'  Kaskaskia — 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  iv:  ALS] 

Surveyor  General's  Office,  Cincinnati,  Sept.  10.  1814 
Sir,  I  received  yesterday,  your  Letter  dated  August  31.^*  With 
this  I  transmit  an  enlarged  Sketch  of  Shawnee  Town,''  which  exhibits 
its  connection  with  the  Public  Lands  adjacent — I  shall  send  a  Copy 
of  this  enlarged  Sketch  to  the  Register  of  the  Land-Office  at  that 
place,  (by  his  Clerk,)  in  a  day  or  two — 

The  capture  of  the  City  is  an  interesting  event — but  I  had  expected 
it  very  confidently — the  times  are  such  as  will  eminently  try  men's 
souls — 

I  am  very  respectfully    Yours — 

J  Meigs. 

The  honourable  Edward  Tiffin,  Esquire — Comm'  of  the  Gen. 
Land-Office — 

[Addressed]  The  honourable  Edward  Tiffin,  Esquire  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office 

[E7idorsed]  10  Sep'  1814  J  Meigs  with  Sketch  of  Shawnee  town 
Ans"  24'"  *" 


»'  Answered  post,  p.  31. 

»»  Ante,  p.  25. 

»•  Not  present. 

*>NA  (GLO,  SG,  NWT,  LeU.  Reed.,  iv). 
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EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  EZEKIEL  BACON 

[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  14'"  Sepf  1814 

Sir,  The  6'"  &  7'"  Sect=  of  the  Act  entitled  "an  Act  confirming  cer- 
tain claims  to  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory  &  providing  for  their  loca- 
tion" passed  the  16'"  of  April  1814,  requires  the  register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Kaskaskia  to  issue  certificates  of  confirmation,  and  authorizes 
the  receiver  of  public  monies  to  credit  the  parties  holding  those 
certificates  for  the  quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  them. 

In  consequence  of  the  s"  Act  it  will  be  necessary  to  give  instructions 
to  the  Register  &  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  relative  to  the  alteration 
in  the  mode  of  Keeping  their  books,  &  as  the  Original  forms  &  in- 
structions to  Registers  &  Receivers  issued  from  your  Office  I  presume 
it  will  be  most  correct  that  any  instructions  to  deviate  from  those 
forms  should  also  issue  from  thence — or  that  you  approve  of  the  in- 
structions issuing  from  this  Office. 

As  the  certificates  of  conformation  may  be  tendered  to  the  Receiver 
on  the  2°"  of  Next  month  it  is  desirable  that  instructions  should  be 
forwarded  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honer  &" 

EzEKlEL  Bacon  Esq'    Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 


THE  ASSISTANT  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JAMES 

WEAVER 

[NA:P0,P.M.  Letter  Book  S] 

James  Weaver  Esq'  PM.  Fort  Massac  I.  T.  ^^^'  ^^^  ^^^^ 

Sir  Yours  of  the  16'"  Ul'"  explaining  why  you  did  not  render  ace' 
from  oct.  1  to  16'"  1813  is  receiv'd. 

Your  accts  are  wanting  from  July  1  to  October  16  1813  nor  does  it 
appear  that  they  have  been  receiv'd  either  by  the  books  of  this  office, 
or  by  H  Bester's  letter  of  Nov"  2,  1813,  which  only  acknowledges  the 
recp'  of  ten  dollars  cash — I  have  therefore  enclos'd  an  estimated 
ace'  from  July  1  to  October  16 — 1813  and  will  thank  you  to  sign  and 
return  the  same  to  this  office — 

You  have  the  following  Credits  on  our  Books  (Viz.) 

1813  Nov-"  2'!  By  Cash  $10. 

1814  March  2"  By  do.  12. 
"  April  3"  By"     10. 

If  any  pajmient  has  been  rec'd  since,  it  not  yet  posted  to  your 
accounts — 
„ ,,  , ,      ,  S.  Pease  *^ 

*'  Not  found. 
«  Beth  Pease. 
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EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH 
BOND 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  26'"  Sept'  1814 
Sirs.  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  16th  Ult" "  I  have  to  observe,  that 
the  confirmations  by  Governors  not  supported  before  the  late  board 
of  commissioners  must  be  considered  as  invalid,  &  the  protests  of 
those  confirmees  must  be  disregarded.  Had  the  Govern'  considered 
the  confirmations  made  by  their  agents  (the  Governors)  as  final,  no 
Commissioners  would  have  been  necessary  to  revise  those  confirma- 
tions; but  commissioners  were  appointed,  they  reported  favorably  on 
some  cases,  unfavorably  on  others.  Congress  have  confirmed  the 
former  &  designated  a  tract  for  their  location. 

As  to  the  cases  of  pre-emptioners  which  you  have  stated,  you  will 
find  an  answer  to  your  questions  in  the  enclosed  instructions  relative 
to  the  entries  which  are  to  be  made  in  your  books  when  certificates 
of  confirmation  are  tendered  in  payment  for  Land.** 
I  amfc" 

Mich'  Jones  Shadrack  Bond  Esq'  Regis'  &  Receiv'  Kaskaslda. 

[Enclosure] 
Instructions  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia 

[September  26,  1814] 
Instructions  for  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  &  the  Receiver  of 

public  monies  at  Kaskaskia. 

The  act  of  Congress  passed  16'"  April  1814  entitled  "An  Act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  Land  in  the  "Illinois  Territory  &  providing 
for  their  location,"  requires  the  Register  to  issue  certificates  of  con- 
firmations to  certain  claimants,  &  authorizes  the  Receiver  to  credit 
persons  holding  those  certificates  (&  applying  to  purchase  public 
land)  for  the  quantity  of  land  mentioned  in  the  certificate;  it  is  there- 
fore necessary  that  you  open  an  Account  in  your  books  entitled 
"Account  of  Evidence  of  confirmed  claims  for  Land." 

When  an  individual  applies  for  a  tract  of  Land  &  produces  a  certif- 
icate of  confirmation,  he  must  be  debited  to  Sales  of  Public  lands  for 
the  amount  of  the  tract  for  which  he  applies,  &  credited  By  Evidence 
of  confirmed  claims  for  land,  for  the  Amount  of  his  certificate  of 
confirmation:  he  must  at  the  same  time  pay  1/20'"  part  of  the  purchase 
money  of  the  balance  of  the  land  &  be  credited  By  Cash  for  the 
Amount  of  Said  20'"  part — not  by  account  of  deposits  as  in  common 

«  Anle,  p.  18. 

"  Answered  post,  p.  45. 
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purchases;  should  he  fail  to  pay  the  residue  of  the  first  instalment,  or 
the  balance  of  the  purchase  money  at  the  time  prescribed  by  Law,  his 
account  must  be  closed  (should  their  be  no  sale  of  the  forfeited  land)  by 
debiting  him  &  crediting  the  Acco'  of  Forfeitures  for  the  amount  of 
the  money  forfeited,  and  by  debiting  sales  of  public  lands  &  crediting 
him  for  the  balance  of  his  account,  which  balance  will  be  the  Amount 
of  the  land  for  which  he  was  liable  to  pay — i  e  the  amount  of  the 
tract  applied  for,  less  the  Amount  of  the  certificate  of  confirmation. 

The  account  of  E\ndence  of  confirmed  claims  to  land  must  be  closed 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter  by  debiting  Sales  of  public  land  for  the 
Am'  standing  on  the  debit  side  of  the  Acco'  of  Evidence  of  confirmed 
claims  to  land. 

To  the  monthly  accounts  of  monies  entered  and  monies  received 
must  be  prefixed  an  Account  of  certificates  of  confirmation  surrendered, 
shewing  the  tracts  in  payment  of  which  they  were  surrendered,  &  the 
certificates  so  surrendered  must  Accompany  the  account  of  monies 
entered. 

When  an  individual  Applies  for  several  tracts  (say  three)  &  produces 
certificates  of  confirmation  sufficient  to  pay  for  two  &  part  of  the  third, 
his  Account  for  two  tracts  will  be  closed  by  Evidence  of  confirmed 
claims  to  land,  &  the  third  tract  will  be  credited  for  the  balance  of 
confirmed  claims;  the  third  tract  alone  will  be  liable  to  forfeiture  in 
case  of  failure  in  pajring  the  purchase  money. 

Signed  E.T. 

26'"  September  1814. 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  CITIZENS  OF  ILLINOIS 

AND  INDIANA  TERRITORIES 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[Referred  September  30,  1814] 
To  the  Honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  Assembled, 

The  Petition  of  A  number  of  Citizens  Inhabitants  of  the  (Eastern 
frontier  of  Illinois)  and  of  the  Indiana  Territorys  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  whereas  a  Law  passed  the  fifth  day  of  Febru''  1813  "  granting 
to  certain  Settlers  as  therein  Specified  a  preference  in  becoming  the 
purchaser  of  160  Acres  of  Land  in  either  of  the  districts  Established  in 
the  Illinois  Territory  Now  we  Your  Petitioners  Not  being  settled  in 
the  boimds  of  the  two  districts  Established  for  the  Sale  of  public  Land 
pray  that  a  Law  may  pass  granting  the  same  privilege  to  those  who 


«  2  Stat.  797-798. 
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have  Actually  remained  on  the  afforesaid  frontiers  and  did  not  remove 
therefrom  Also  Owing  to  the  depredations  of  the  Indians  We  have 
been  Under  the  necessity  of  embodying  Ourselves  and  to  Cultivate 
Lands  in  common  on  one  and  the  same  quarter  Section  We  further 
pray  that  a  Law  may  pass  Allowing  to  Each  of  the  said  Actual  Settlers 
a  preference  in  the  purchase  of  160  Acres  and  such  other  Indulgence 
As  you  in  Your  Wisdoms  shall  think  Just  and  we  as  in  duty  Bound 
will  ever  pray 


Rob'  Baird 
Augustine  Tanga  ** 
Lavoillet 
William  Jordan 
George  Goble 
Joseph  Baird 
John  B"  Languido  " 
Tho'  Kennedy 
W"  Waldroup 
Samuel  MCombs 
John  Heaton 
John  M'Connell 
Abraham  Holder 
Joseph  Heaten 
Ithra  Beshares 
Jeremiah  Silvy 
William  Silvy 
Joseph  Lavoillet 
Smith  Shaw 
James  D.  Shaw 
Samuel  Brimbery 
Isaac  Brimbery 
William  Yong 
Benjamin  Shook 
William  Heam 


David  Shook 
Elias  Driskill 
Tho"  Harden 
Richard  Eaton 
John  Woldrop  Sen"^ 
John  Woldrop  Jun' 
Stephen  Eaton 
Richard  Easton 
Thomas  Eaton 
Momina  " 
Enoch  Greathouse 
James  Major 
Joshua  Jordan 
William  Arnold 
William  Ramsey 
Edmond  Heam 
James  Kennedy 
John  Heaton 
Benjamin  Heaton 
William  Hogue 
Andrew  Montgomery 
Ja"  Shaw 
John  Bathe 
Joseph  Malcom 


[Endorsed]  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhibitants  of  Indiana  &  Illinois 
territories  30""  September  1814,  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
public  Lands — November  12.  1814  Bill  Reported — giving  right  of 
pre-emption  *' — Dec"^  14.  1815  Ref"  to  the  Comm"  on  the  Public 
Lands.  Jan>  18.  1816  Report  made — Pet.  rejected  "*  rejected 
Jennings  X.  Pub.  Lands  M'  Jennings  ref  lands. 

*•  There  was  a  Tangua  family  in  Randolph  County  at  this  time  (Norton,  ed., 
III.  Census  Returns,  1820,  p.  242). 

*'  Meant  for  Languedoc?  Cf.  ibid.,  p.  57. 

"  Plainly  written  thus;  possibly  the  signature  of  John  Baptiste  Momance, 
t6td.,  p.  57. 

"  House  Journal,  ix,  463,  525. 

"  Ibid.,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  56, 187.     See  post,  p.  289. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  31 

MICHAEL  JONES  AND   SHADRACH   BOND   TO   EDWARD 
TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  3  October  1814 
Sir,  Your  letters  of  the  8,='  10'"  '^  &  31"  of  August "  came  to  hand 
but  as  we  have  been  almost  incessantly  engaged  ever  since  we  com- 
menc'd  receiving  of  Entries  of  the  pre-emptioners  we  have  had  no 
time  to  devote  in  obtaining  the  information  you  request  We  have 
completed  all  the  Entries  of  those  pre-emptioners  who  have  applied 
to  the  number  of  320  or  30  and  on  the  Evenmg  of  the  first  adjourn'd 
to  the  26  ins'  on  which  day  we  shall  commence  to  receive  entries  from 
the  holders  of  unlocated  Confirm'd  Claims — The  want  of  a  connected 
platt  and  the  necessity  of  completing  oiu-  Record  of  Accomps — of 
making  the  necessary  previous  arrangements  for  future  sales  to  the 
Holders  of  Claims  and  of  completing  &  forwarding  our  Reports  to 
your  office  as  early  as  possible  has  rendered  this  measure  on  our  part 
unavoidable — In  the  late  sales  our  office  was  not  furnish'd  with  a  con- 
nected platt:  but  Certificates  were  granted  by  Elias  Barcroft  Deputy 
Surveyor  stating  the  Contents  &  that  the  Land  was  unappropriated 
as  appeared  from  Gen  Rectors  Connected  platt  in  his  possession — we 
deem  this  course  a  safe  one,  altho'  in  some  few  instances  the  contents 
of  Sections  in  the  Northern  &  Western  tiers  may  not  have  been 
ascertain'd — yet  we  have  in  all  those  cases  charg'd  for  intire  Quar- 
ters— and  we  presume  the  excess  or  deficiency  (if  any)  can  be  accounted 
for  in  the  last  instalments  &  before  a  final  Certificate  is  issued — 

We  fear  that  the  course  we  pursued  in  granting  to  pre-emptioners 
will  not  afford  to  all  the  Holders  of  unlocated  Claims  an  equal  oppor- 
tunity of  gaining  information  unless  our  Office  is  furnished  with  the 
connected  plat  either  by  the  Surveyor  General  or  William  Rector  his 
Deputy — The  Surveyor  General  in  his  letter  of  the  19'"  of  Aug"  " 
states,  that  M"'  Rector  is  an  accredited  Officer  of  the  Surveying  De- 
partment and  approves  of  our  Course  in  obtaining  from  him  a  platt^ 
but  we  fear  this  plat  will  not  be  furnished  by  him  in  time — however, 
that  information  heretofore  receiv'd  from  his  Office  can  still  be  ob- 
tain'd  by  the  Claimants — should  this  course  not  operate  unequally  and 
in  favor  of  those  possessing  the  best  information  it  would  admit  of  no 
objection — and  we  must  here  make  use  of  Genl  Meiggs  expression  in 
his  Letter  to  us  "You  as  well  as  myself  have  difficult  Trusts  to  perform 
and  if  we  cannot  act  exactly  &  precisely  right  yet  we  will  act  as  rightly 


"  Ante,  p.  13. 
"  Ante,  p.  15. 
"  Ante,  p.  25. 
"  Not  found. 
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as  we  can" — on  the  subject  of  fractional  Sections  we  can  only  remark 
that  as  the  Act  granting  the  right  of  pre-Emption  permits  a  sale  of  not 
less  than  a  Quarter  nor  more  than  a  whole  section  including  the  im- 
provements and  as  the  Settlers  are  generally  found  in  that  part  of  the 
Country  which  has  been  cut  up  by  private  Claims  and  as  the  Settlers 
have  been  irregularly  seated  on  these  Fractions  &  had  agreed  on 
conditional  lines  we  could  not  have  class'd  these  Fractions  without 
defeating  most  of  the  Claimants  and  construing  the  Law  to  intend  that 
each  Settler  should  have  that  Quantity  of  Land  including  his  improve- 
ment we  permitted  the  pre-emptioners  to  enter  adjoining  Fractions — 
in  this  we  had  an  eye  to  their  pretentions  and  unreasonable  monopoly 
of  Fractions  not  more  less  than  %  nor  more  than  one  Section,  and  by 
this  Course  these  small  interstices  have  generally  been  purchased — 
this  we  think  is  best  calculated  to  suit  both  Public  interest  &  private 
convenience 

In  conducting  the  sales  under  the  Act  providing  for  the  Locating 
of  private  claims  we  Shall  be  governed  by  the  instructions  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  transcript  of  which  we  herewith  inclose 

We  are  very  Respectfully  Your  Ob:  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones 
S  Bond— 

The  Honorable  Edward  Tiffin  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  office 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  3"  Octo'  1814  Regis'  &  Receiver  de  pre 
emptions  and  Confirmations 

[Enclosure] 

Instructions  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia 

The  Superintendants  of  Public  sales  are  hereby  Authorized  to 
class  the  fractional  sections  in  the  manner  in  which  they  shall  think 
best  calculated  to  suit  the  public  Interest  and  private  convenience 
provided  however  1"  that  no  fractional  section  or  sections  shall  be 
offered  for  sale  in  one  Lot  which  does  or  together  do  not  contain  at 
least  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  unless  such  fractional  section  or 
sections  containing  singly  or  together  less  than  one  hundred  &  sixty 
acres  shall  be  unconnected  with  any  other  fractional  section.  2"'" 
That  no  Fractional  section  shall  be  divided  unless  for  the  purpose  of 
annexing  a  part  to  an  adjoining  fractional  section,  containing  less 
than  one  hundred  &  sixty  acres.  S*'"  That  no  de\aation  or  alteration 
from  the  Arrangements  or  Classifications  of  the  public  sales  shall 
afterwards  take  place  in  the  private  sales 
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MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH 

MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  iv:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  Ocf  4"^  1814 
Sir  In  consequence  of  not  having  been  furnished  with  a  connected 
plat  of  oiu-  district  we  have  adjourned  the  office  for  the  receipt  of 
cntcrica  Entries  from  the  2^  to  the  26'"  of  this  Instant  in  hopes  that 
the  promised  plat  will  reach  us  before  that  day — The  Contents  of 
the  tracts  applied  for  by  Preemptioners  were  certified  by  Elias  Bar- 
croft  D''  S.  from  the  connected  plat  of  Gen'  Rector  in  his  (Barcrofts) 
possession  But  we  fear  this  course  would  not  afford  an  equal  chance 
of  obtaining  information  and  would  multiply  the  chances  of  some  in 
obtaining  good  land  to  the  exclusion  of  others  less  informed — and 
less  active — We  rely  on  your  promise  that  as  soon  as  possible  the 
plat  will  be  forwarded.- — 
We  are,  Sir  very  respectfully  Your  Obed'  Sert^ 

Mich'  Jones 
S.  Bond 
JosiAH  Meigs    Surver  Gen' 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq"^  Surveyor  General  Cincinnati  P' 
Mail    20 

[Endorsed]  Jones  &  Bond  Reg'  &  Receiv'  Kaska'  Oct.  4,  1814 
R.— 15— A— 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON  « 

[NA:  WD,SWDF,E31:ALS] 

Elvirade  Randolph  Cty  Illinois  Territory  Oct'  18.  1814 
Dear  Sir  The  situation  of  the  Kaskaskia  Indians  is  so  truly  dis- 
tressing, and  the  conduct  of  Gov'  towards  them  both  so  impolitic  and 
unjust  that  I  cannot  forbear  to  request  that  as  you  know  their  situa- 
tion, you  will  mention  it  to  the  Secretary  of  War  whoever  he  may 
be — I  wrote  to  M"'  Armstrong  several  times  upon  the  subject,  but 
could  never  obtain  a  single  line  of  instructions  from  him — and  if  I 
certainly  knew  that  Colo  Monroe  still  exercised  the  duties  of  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  War — I  woiild  present  the  subject  for  his  con- 
sideration— 

The  United  States  are  drawing  for  the  rent  of  the  Saline  alone 
which  was  ceeded  by  the  Kaskaskias — upwards  of  fifty  thousand 
dollars  pr  annimi,  and  have  for  two  years  failed  in  paying  the  annuity 

"  Stephenson  succeeded  Bond  in  1814  as  Delegate  in  Congress. 
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stipulated  by  the  treaty  without  enabling  me  to  assign  to  those  poor 
wretches  any  kind  of  apology  for  the  failure— 

The  public  safety  requires  that  those  Indians  should  not  be  per- 
mitted to  hunt  in  a  crisis  as  dangerous  as  the  present  one — Indeed 
they  can  hunt  no  where  without  manifest  danger  from  our  people, 
or  from  those  Indians  whose  hostility  they  have  provoked  by  their 
uniform  friendship  to  us — Our  treaty  binds  us  to  protect  them  and 
while  they  are  restrained  from  hunting  which  is  a  right  stipulated  in 
their  favor,  &  necessary  to  their  support  we  ought  most  certainly  to 
supply  them  with  provisions — This  I  have  occasionally  caused  to  be 
done  to  keep  them  from  starving,  but  I  have  also  endiavoiu-ed  to 
induce  them  to  cultivate  com  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kaskaskia  & 
have  partially  succeeded,  though  that  supply  is  already  exhausted — 
and  they  are  now  dependant  on  the  bounty  of  Colo  Menard  whom 
I  have  told  that  I  would  pay  provided  I  could  receive  instructions 
that  would  justify  it^ — But  I  am  determined  not  to  pay  any  thing 
more  without  instructions,  and  unless  something  shall  be  done  for 
them  shortly  I  have  no  hesitation  in  beleiving  that  they  will  be  com- 
pelled to  join  the  hostile  confederacy  that  surrounds  us — and  although 
they  are  few  in  nvmtibers  their  intimate  knowledge  of  all  our  settle- 
ments will  render  them  extremely  dangerous — They  are  literally 
naked  and  are  becoming  very  much  dissatisfied — Their  annuity  is 
$1000  pr  Annum  $400.  of  which  has  always  been  paid  in  cash  the 
balance  in  merchandize — the  cash  part  only  has  been  paid  in  the  two 
last  years  and  if  the  goods  cannot  be  forwarded  I  ought  to  be  author- 
ised to  buy  goods  upon  the  best  terms  possible  for  them,  and  to  pay 
in  bills  on  Go%''  for  the  amount  of  the  annuity  still  due — With  this 
and  furnishing  them  with  provisions  whilst  they  are  restrained  from 
hunting  I  think  I  could  satisfy  them  although  they  well  know  the 
advantage  of  havang  goods  sent  to  them  from  the  Eastward  at  present 
cost  and  free  of  the  expences  of  transportation — 

The  Miamie  Indians  who  were  lately  brought  down  the  Missouri 
by  Cap"  Hempstead,  have  been  at  Kaskaskia,  some  of  them  fought 
against  us  at  the  head  of  Pioria  Lake  the  rest  were  in  the  neighbour- 
hood at  that  time  and  they  all  unite  in  declaring  uniformly  that  we 
killed  about  80  Kickapoos — including  those  killed  dead  and  those 
who  afterwards  died  of  their  woxmds — 

In  great  haste  I  am  respectfully  y'  friend 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Benjamin  Stephenson  Delegate  in  Con- 
gress Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Governor  Edwards  18.  Oct.  1814.  The  Kaskaskia 
Indians.     Edwards  Sec>'  War    Kaskaskias  Ind'    Instruct  the  Gov' 
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to  feed  &  cloath  them  on  Ace'  of  the  U  States,  &  draw  a  bill  on  this 
Dept.  for  it— Answered  Nov"-  23  1814  ^ 


SECRETARY  POPE  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON 
[NA:WD,SWDF,P139:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  October  20'"  1814 

D"'  Sir  I  hope  that  by  the  time  this  reaches  Washington  you  will 
have  arrived  safely  there — 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  prevail  on  Col  Monroe  to  direct  the 
Governor's  Staff  in  1812  to  be  paid  off — The  returns  are  in  his  office 
and  he  knows  from  papers  there  that  Whitlock  has  refused  to  pay  us  " 
— So  that  he  (Monroe)  had  as  well  settle  the  amount  and  forward  us 
drafts  on  Col  Bond,  who  has  doubtless  money  enough  in  his  hands  to 
satisfy  our  claims.  If  this  arrangement  could  be  made  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  very  agreeable  to  all  of  us — 

You  will  do  an  Act  of  Justice  and  Subserve  the  cause  of  humanity 
by  representing  to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  wretched  and  starving 
condition  of  the  Kaskaskia  Indians — They  have  drawn  upon  them- 
selves the  hostility  of  the  Indians  of  the  Illinois  by  their  steady 
attachment  to  and  dependence  on,  the  U.  States — During  the  troubles 
in  this  Country  they  cannot  hunt,  because  they  are  in  danger  from 
the  hostile  tribes,  but  still  more  from  our  own  Citizens,  who  neither 
can  nor  will  discriminate  between  friends  and  foes  when  they  meet 
an  Indian  in  the  woods — Instance  the  case  of  Charlo  at  fort  Russell 
last  year — They  are  literally  in  a  state  of  Stavation  and  are  naked 
also — The  Government  is  bound  by  Treaty  to  furnish  them  annually 
with  1000  Dollars  worth  of  Goods.  Two  Annuities  I  believe  are  now 
due— 

I  think  they  ought  to  be  fed  by  Government  until  they  can  raise  a 
crop  and  supply  themselves  with  meat  from  hunting — You  know 
their  wants  as  well  as  any  man — Some  provision  ought  also  to  be 
made  for  their  Winter  clotheing.** — 

If  this  Territory  were  united  with  Missouri  in  a  District  for  paying 
the  troops,  they  would  be  paid  much  more  regularly — 


"  By  the  Secretary  of  War,  printed,  Edwards,  Hist.  III.,  p.  539. 

"  With  reference  to  the  payment  of  the  IlUnois  territorial  militia  while  in  the 
active  service  of  the  United  States,  and  the  evident  misunderstanding  under  which 
Whitlock  failed  to  make  payment  as  ordered,  see  Bond  to  Edwards,  July  11,  1813, 
Feb.  5,  Feb.  12  and  Apr.  8,  1814  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS,  printed,  Washburne, 
ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  in,  102,  107-109,  113-114).  Cf.  parallel  situation  in 
Indiana  Territory,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vni,  285-292. 

"  See  post,  p.  126. 
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Press  upon  M'  Monroe  the  absolute  necessity  of  a  Campain 
against  the  Indians  of  the  Mississippi,  Illinois  &  Lake  Michagan 
next  Spring — Let  him  authorise  the  accepting  Mounted  Volunteers 
from  Kentucky  and  these  Territories  and  we  shall  have  enough — 

Endeavour  to  interest  Duval  and  Creighton  in  favour  of  the  above 
objects.    Their  support  will  give  great  weight  to  your  application. 

When  Col  Russell  first  arrived  on  the  Mississippi  (which  was  early 
in  this  month)  we  had  some  hopes  of  an  expedition  to  the  Illinois  & 
perhaps  farther  I  determined  to  join  him  in  any  Capacity  even  as  a 
private — But  I  now  think  there  will  be  none;  he  has  been  sick  and  no 
preparations  appear  to  be  making  for  one — It  is  too  late  to  begin 
All  is  quiet  with  us  now,  but  much  is  feared  from  the  Indians  about 
the  first  of  next  month  viz  after  the  full  of  the  Moon — We  are  all 
either  well  or  getting  well — Y'  Friend 

Nat  Pope 

Say  Bon  jour  to  Duval  &  Creighton  for  me 

[Addressed]  Col  Benjamin  Stephenson  Delegate  in  Congress  Wash- 
ington [Postmarked]  Pope  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskia  Oct.  20  1814  N.  Pope  Complains  that  the 
Governors  Staff  has  not  been  paid.  That  the  Kaskaskia  Indians, 
have  two  annuities  due  them  &c — Kaskaskias  Indians — Whitlock 
had  refused  to  pay  gov"  Staff 


JUDGE  SPRIGG  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

(GAO:  Misc.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  29,255  (1814):  ALS] 

Kaskaskias  Oct'  21, 1814 
Sir    I  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  the  power  of  attorney  heretofore 
given  by  me  to  the  Bank  of  Washington  is  discontinued — Should  it  be 
agreeable  to  you  a  power  in  favour  of  the  Cashier  of  the  Hagarstown 
Bank  will  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  above 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully,  Sir  Your  Ob'  Ser' 

W"  Sprigg 

P.S.     I  should  be  glad  to  know  what  will  in  future  be  considered 
the  quarter  days  by  the  Treasury  Department."* 

The  Honb'"  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 


••  On  the  third  page  of  this  two-sheet  letter  is  another  letter  of  the  same  date 
signed  by  Sprigg,  apparently  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  which  is  quoted 
a  power  of  attorney  Sprigg  had  given  the  Hagerstown  bank. 
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[Addressed\  Hon"'*  Benjamin  Stephenson*"  Washington  City  [Post- 
marked] Sprigg    Free 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND   SHADRACH   BOND   TO   EDWARD 
TIFFIN  " 

[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  28'"  October  1814 
Sir,  Altho'  we  did  not  receive  from  the  Surveyor  Gen'  the  connected 
plat,  with  some  reluctance  we  opened  the  office  on  the  26'"  Ins'  and 
shall  proceed  to  sell  as  in  the  case  of  pre-emptioners,  relying  for  the 
present,  on  the  connected  plat  of  Gen'  Rector — The  Business  in  our 
offices  since  we  commenced  has  become  so  arduous  &  multiplied  that 
we  could  do  little  more  than  make  the  Entries  ier  of  Lands  applied 
for  and  Journalize  the  Accompts — The  Individual  and  other  Accompts 
we  have  not  as  yet  completely  opened — Three  hundred  &  fifteen 
Entries  were  made  by  Pre-Emptioners  within  the  reserv'd  Tract — and 
since  the  26'",  and  for  some  time  to  come  we  shall  all  be  busied  in  the 
reception  and  arrangement  of  applications  and  deciding  the  priority 
of  right  &"  To  evade  the  difficulties  and  uncertainty  which  might  arise 
between  the  several  applicants  we  have  establish'd  a  rule  that  those  in 
waiting  at  the  Door  of  the  Office  when  it  opened  should  be  considered 
Applicants  of  the  first  Class;  and  those  who  entered  at  the  opening  of 
the  Door  the  second  time.  Applicants  of  the  second  Class  &°  between 
those  of  either  Class  who  apply  for  the  same  Land  we  decide  the 
priority  by  Lot — You  will  perceive  that  by  this  course  which  became 
a  necessary  one  under  the  Law  &  the  circumstances — that  all  the 
Applications  will  be  thrown  in  upon  us  in  a  few  days — perhaps  in  a 
week  we  shall  have  Applications  to  the  Amount  of  100,000  acres 
Receipts  &  Entries  of  these  cannot  be  made  out  for  some  time  &  this 
will  divert  us  &  our  Clerks  from  completing  the  ace"  &  Abstracts  of 
the  former  Sales  to  Pre-Emptioners,  who  are  also  crowding  on  us  with 
the  balance  of  the  first  Instalments 


'<' One  of  the  functions  performed  by  a  Delegate  in  Congress  was  to  act  as 
intermediary  between  territorial  officials  and  Federal  officers  in  the  transaction  of 
public  business,  very  much  as  the  colonial  agent  acted  in  London  during  the 
colonial  period.  In  the  present  instance  one  might  have  expected  a  covering  letter 
to  Stephenson,  but  such  a  letter,  if  it  ever  existed,  has  not  been  found. 

"  It  was  apparently  not  known  in  Illinois  at  the  time  this  letter  was  written 
that  Tiffin  and  Meigs  had  exchanged  posts:  Tiffin  resigned  as  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  on  Oct.  10,  1814  (Madison  Papers,  LC),  and  was 
confirmed  as  Surveyor  General  on  Oct.  11,  and  on  the  same  day  Meigs  was 
confirmed  as  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal, 
II,  534). 
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In  our  last  *■  we  stated  that  in  conducting  the  Sales  under  the  Act 
providing  for  the  Locating  of  private  Claims  we  should  be  governed 
by  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury — a  Transcript 
of  which,  we  then  inclosed  to  you.  but  on  a  more  deliberate  view  of 
the  Subject  we  found  that  by  an  adherence  to  that  mode  of  Classing 
Fractional  Sections  we  should  oblige  holders  of  Individual  Claims  to 
take  greater  Quantities  than  they  desired  to  secure  &  more  than  they 
could  pay  for;  and  that  we  should  in  many  instances  throw  two 
Fractions  into  one  Class  which  were  intended  to  be  secured  by  two 
Individuals  seperately — besides  the  Law  seems  to  warrant  the  con- 
struction that  Claimants  might  apply  for  a  Fraction  containing  less 
than  160  Acres  "any  Quantity  not  exceeding  one  Quarter  Section  more 
than  the  Quantity  of  acres  contain'd  in  his  Claim  or  Claims"  is  the  ex- 
pression— and  we  have  suppos'd  that  when  a  Person  held  a  Claim  of 
100  Acres  he  might  apply  for  a  Fraction  of  100  Acres  &  upwards  not 
exceeding  160  more  that  the  Amount  of  his  Claim — We  found  that  by 
giving  the  Law  this  construction  the  Claimants  would  be  enabled  to 
secure  the  Land  they  had  in  view  &  that  the  Fractions  would  mostly 
all  be  applied  for,  which  has  in  fact  been  the  case  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
enclosed  specimen — the  Quarter  and  Fractions  mark'd  on  the  plat 
with  the  Letter  A"  were  applied  for  by  Pre-Emptioners,  and  those 
mark'd  with  double  figures^ — by  the  holders  of  unlocated  Claims, 
under  the  sixth  Section  of  the  Act — Indeed,  we  think  this  course  has 
been  an  accommodation  to  the  people  &  an  advantage  to  the  United 
States,  since  all  the  irregular  Fractions  occasioned  by  surveys  of 
private  claims  have  &  will  be  generally  applied  for — [But  with  respect 
to  those  pre-emptioners  who  improved  on  Fractional  Sections  without 
the  limits  of  the  reserv'd  Tract;  and  who  by  the  Act  of  the  5'"  of  Feb' 
1813  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  one 
Quarter  Section^ — they  are  not  we  presume  entitled  to  enter  any  Frac- 
tions and  neither  more  nor  less  than  an  entire  Quarter — and  altho' 
there  are  no  Fractions  occasioned  by  private  Surveys  without  the 
reserve  yet  there  are  a  considerable  number  of  Settlers  on  Fractions 
occasioned  by  the  meanders  of  the  Ohio  &  Mississippi  Rivers — who 
alone  are  unprovided  for — may  we  suggest  the  propriety  of  extending 

"  Ante,  p.  31. 
•»  Post,  p.  40. 
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to  them  the  right  of  Entering  one  or  more  Fractional  quari;ers  in- 
cluding their  Improvements,  or  the  Fractions  improv'd  and  Quarter 
Section  or  Fraction  adjoining — or  at  their  option  only  the  Fraction 
improved  altho'  less  than  a  quarter  Section — something  like  this 
seems  equitable  as  they  ought  in  justice  to  be  placed  on  an  equality 
with  their  neighbors  who  improved  on  entire  quarter  Sections. — ]^* 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  our  Monthly  Reports  of  monies  receiv'd 
and  Lands  applied  for  from  the  10'"  of  August  to  the  1"  of  October 
inclusive  '^ — as  we  were  unable  to  make  out  these  Reports  regularly 
owing  to  the  pressure  of  Business  we  deem'd  it  proper  to  make  up 
the  Report  for  the  whole  term  within  which  Applications  were  to  be 
made  by  Pre-Emptioners — hereafter  we  shall  endeavor  to  make  out 
&  forward  them  regularly — 

We  are,  very  respectfully  Your  Ob'  hum"'*  Serv" 

MicHL  Jones  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

PS.  You  will  observe  that  the  Receipts  cancelled  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  by  instructions  do  not  accompany  these  Reports — a  com- 
parison of  these  with  the  Record  of  them  by  the  Receiver  rendered 
their  retention  necessary  untill  next  Week  when  they  shall  be  for- 
warded by  Mail. 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  28  Oct.  1814.  Regis'  &  Receiver  de  ex- 
ten  tion  of  the  right  of  pre  emption  to  settlers  on  Fract'  Sections 
Ans*  3"  dec'  1814«« 


'<  Bracketed  portion  (brackets  editorial)  was  enclosed  by  Josiah  Meigs,  now 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  Samuel  McKee,  Chairman  of  the 
Public  Lands  Committee  of  the  House,  Dec.  10,  1814  (printed,  A.S.P.,  Pub. 
Lands,  II,  889-890),  in  a  letter  which  was  in  reply  to  one  from  McKee  requesting 
an  opinion  relative  to  possible  changes  in  the  land  laws;  in  this  reply  Meigs 
advised  that  no  material  alterations  were  necessary.  In  the  same  letter  was  also 
enclosed  a  copy  of  one  from  Mansfield  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Mar. 
16,  1812,  in  which  the  former  discussed  at  length  the  difficulties  respecting  the 
establishment  of  the  section  boundary  lines.  The  latter  letter  is  printed  in  Terr. 
Papers  (Ind.),  viii,  171-173.  Cf.  also  post,  p.  44,  n.  70,  regarding  another 
enclosure.  On  the  same  date,  Meigs  transmitted  to  the  House  a  statement  of 
the  amount  of  monies  accruing  to  the  United  States  as  a  result  of  forfeitures 

(A.S.P..  op.  cit.,  pp.  890-891). 

"  Not  present. 
"  Post,  p.  46. 
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[Enclosure  1] 
Kaskaskia  township  plat ' 


[October  28,  1814] 


¥ 


[Endorsed]    Specimen  of  Locations 


"•  The  surveyor's  drawing  of  T.  1  N.,  R.  8  W.,  is  present  but  not  reproduced. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  THE  POSTMASTER 

AT  CLINTON  HILL 

|NA:PO,P.M.  Letter  Book  S) 

General  Post  office  October  31"  1814. 
P  M  at  Clinton  Hill  111.  Terr 

Sir     I  will  thank  you  to  see  the  inclos'd  Bond,  contract  and  oath, 
properly  executed  by  John  Prim  Sen'  ^'  and  when  return'd  to  this 
office,  a  counterpart  of  the  contract,  properly  executed  at  this  office, 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  Contractor  ** — 
Yours  respectfully — 

R.J.M. 


JOHN  GARDINER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY 

1NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  16'"  Nov'  1814 
Sir.     In  the  absence  of  the  Commissioner,  I  have  the  honer  to  reply 
to  your  note,  of  this  day. 

To  give  "a  general  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  conducting  the  public 
business"  in  this  Office,  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that  there  are  twelve 
districts  in  which  the  provisions  for  the  sale  of  Public  Lands  are  in 
operation,  in  some  other  districts  the  sales  of  Lands  have  not  yet 
been  authorized ;  in  the  twelve  districts  first  mentioned,  the  Registers 
of  the  Land  Office  &  the  Receiver  of  public  monies  send  to  this  office 
a  monthly  return  of  Lands  applied  for,  &  of  monies  received,  those 
returns  are  posted  into  Ledgers  Kept  in  this  Office,  which  Ledgers 
shew  when  each  tract  of  Land  (according  to  the  returns  of  the  Land 
Officers)  has  been  paid  for  in  full — When  the  Registers  issue  final 
certificates  to  purchasers  of  public  lands,  stating  the  Account  of  the 
purchaser,  &  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  patent,  the  certificate  is  compared 
with  the  corresponding  account  in  the  Ledgers,  &  the  calculations  of 
discounts  allowed,  or  Interst  charged  &'  are  critically  examined — 
if  the  Account  is  found  correct  a  patent  issues,  if  incorrect,  the  final 
certificate  is  returned  to  the  Land  Office  from  whence  it  issued,  & 
the  deficiency  in  payment  must  be  made,  or  if  too  much  has  been 

*'  According  to  the  list  of  contracts  for  carrying  the  mail,  made  by  the  Post- 
master General  in  1814,  Thomas  Prim,  Sr.,  rather  than  John  Prim,  Sr.,  was 
awarded  the  contract  for  carrying  the  mail  between  Cahokia  and  Clinton  Hill 
(H.  Exec.  Docs.,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.). 

'*  The  same  letter  was  also  sent  to  the  postmasters  at  Ste.  Genevieve  and  New 
Madrid,  Missouri  Territory,  and  to  Stace  McDonough,  postmaster  at  Kaskaskia, 
according  to  a  notation  in  the  letter  book. 

895464  O  -  50  -  4 
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paid,  the  receipt  of  the  purchaser  for  the  surplus  money  must  be  pro- 
duced before  the  patent  issues. 

Each  Receiver  of  pubHc  monies  transmits  (quarterly)  an  account 
of  his  receipts  &  expenditures  those  Accounts  are  examined  in  this 
Office  (as  an  Auditors  office)  and  transmitted  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury.  A  statement  of  the  names  of  the  Clerks  employed  in 
this  Oflice,  their  respective  duties  &  Salaries,  and  a  discription  of  the 
books  in  which  the  transactions  of  the  Office  are  recorded  is  inclosed. 

I  am  (fe"^  J  G 

Hon:  a.  J.  Dallas  Sec>  of  the  Treasury 

(Enclosure) 

Statement  of  Clerks  and  Books  in  the  General  Land  Office 

[November  16,  1814] 
Statement  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  16'"  Novem'  1814 

from  the  Gen'  Land  Office. 
I  John  Gardiner  chief  Clerk  salary  $1350.  Attends  to  Gentlemen  who 
call  at  the  Office  on  business,  to  the  correspondence  of  the  Office — to 
the  reports  &  statements  required  by  Congress.  When  he  has  leisure 
from  those  duties  he  examines  quarterly  accounts,  final  certificates,  or 
prepares  patents  for  purchasers  of  public  Lands. 

Robert  King;  Draughtsman,  Salary  $1100,  Compiles  Maps  of  the 
public  Lands  from  the  plats  transmitted  by,  the  Surveyors  General 
notes  on  the  Maps  the  sales  of  public  Lands — prepares  copies  of  the 
Maps  for  Congress  &  heads  of  departments.     When  he  has  leisure 
from  these  duties  he  examines  final  certificates,  or  prepares  patents. 

Fred"  D.  Tschiffely  salary — $1000.  Examines  quarterly  accounts 
of  Receivers  of  public  monies,  &  attends  to  the  business  relating  to 
United  States  military  bounties. 

Obadiah  B.  Brown  Salary  $1000  Examines  quarterly  accounts  of 
Receivers  of  public  monies,  &  examines  final  certificates. 

Nich'  B.  Van  Zandt  Salary  $1000  Examines  quarterly  Accounts  & 
attends  to  the  business  relating  to  Virginia  military  bounties. 

Joseph  Tiffin  Salary  $1000.  Posts  the  monthly  accounts  of  Re- 
ceivers and  Registers  into  Ledgers,  &  records  letters. 

Joseph  S.  Collins  Salary  $900.  Records  patents  and  other  docu- 
ments. 

Sam'  Williams  Salary  $850  Posts  the  Accounts  of  Receivers  & 
Registers  into  Ledgers. 

John  M.  Moore  Salary  $800.  Posts  the  Accounts  of  Receivers  and 
Registers  into  Ledgers,  and  prepares  patents. 

The  usual  hours  of  attendance  are  from  9  OClock  till  three. 
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II  The  books  in  which  the  transactions  of  this  Office  are  recorded, 
are. 

1st  fp^Q  hundred  &  Ninety  two  Ledgers,  into  which  are  posted  the 
returns  which  are  transmitted  monthly  by  receivers  of  pubHc  monies 
&  Registers  of  Land  Offices,  viz'  by  the  former,  returns  of  monies 
received  by  him,  by  the  latter,  returns  of  Lands  Applied  for  by  Indi- 
viduals. 

2"  A  record  of  accounts  examined  &  transmitted  to  the  Comp- 
troller's office,  to  wit,  the  quarterley  Acco""  of  the  Receivers  of  public 
monies. 

3  A  record  of  the  estimates  and  statements  required  by  Congress 
&  public  functionaries. 

4  Records  of  Patents  issued,  viz'  for  purchased  Lands, 

U  States  military  bounty  land, 
Virginia — ditto 
Pre-emption  claims. 
Donation  claims  &c. 

5  A  record  of  Virginia  military  warrants  patented. 

6  A  record  of  Locations  of  U  States  military  warrants, 

7  A  record  of  Letters,  &  other  auxiliary  records. 

Respectfully  submitted  J  G.  Ch  Clk 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN  •» 

[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALSl 

Shawneetown  17'*"  November  1814 
Edward  Tiffin  Esq' 

Sir  The  extreme  press  of  business  in  this  Office  previous  to  the 
first  of  October  Occasioned  by  the  Mass  of  the  Preemption  Claims 
Comeing  in  at  the  Close  of  September.  And  the  preparations  nesces- 
sary  to  be  made  in  that  Month  for  the  Public  Sales.  Such  as  Classing 
the  Fractions,  and  makeing  out  our  sale  books,  did  not  afford  us  time 
to  Complete  our  returns  for  September. 

When  I  shall  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  the  receipts  for 
October  &  November  they  will  plead  for  our  delay — you  will  at  once 
see  the  extreme  press  we  have  been  &  are  under  at  present — [The 
principle  object  of  these  lines  is  to  obtain  your  Opinion  relative  to 
the  Situation  of  Lands  &  Lots,  on  which  the  twentieth  part  is  only 
paid — As  I  am  well  assured  (as  it  respects  the  Lots)  without  some 
alteration  in  the  law  on  that  subject,  the  United  States  will  Sustain 
a  great  injury 

«»  Cf.  ante,  p.  37,  n.  61. 
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I  will  State  a  Case  to  you  Sir.  A  purchases  an  Out  Lot.  and  pays 
the  one  twentieth  Part.  This  Secures  it  to  him  for  forty  days  from 
any  other  person  who  may  wish  to  enter  it — And  Ninety  days  before 
it  reverts  to  the  United  States.  The  1/20  on  an  Out  Lot  is  one  dollar 
and  Fifty  Cents  in  three  Months  which  is  the  period  of  Reversion  to 
the  United  States,  the  applicant  will  strip  it  of  all  its  valuable  Timber, 
which  would  render  it  of  little  or  no  Value  to  the  United  States, 
particularly  in  the  overflowed  Lands,  which  are  only  valueable  for 
their  Timber. 

Sir  as  an  officer  I  deem  it  my  Indispensible  duty  to  Communicate 
those  Circumstances  to  you.  that  if  no  existing  law  to  Prevent,  that 
some  provision  may  be  made  Early  to  prevent  .such  flagrant  imposi- 
tions— ]  '"  In  Surveying  those  lands.  I  find  that  the  Surveyors  have 
not  noted  in  their  Plats,  the  appearance  of  Salt  Licks.  But  in  one 
or  two  instances  wherever  they  have  we  have  reserved  a  few  Sections, 
which  Shall  be  reported  to  you.  I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  Num- 
ber of  Valuable  Salt  Licks  in  this  district.  And  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Territory  and  others  are  anxious  to  enter.  And  Some  have 
entered  in  the  Vicinity  of  those  Licks — Previous  to  my  Knowledge 
of  any  appearances  of  Salt,  which  will  very  Materially  injure  the 
Value  of  those  Licks,  by  Securing  to  private  Individuals  all  the  Valu- 
able Timber  around  them,  and  depriving  the  United  States  of  Leasing 
to  an  advantage — 

I  would  beg  leave  to  Suggest  the  propriety  of  authorising  .some  Con- 
fidential Person  to  examine  all  the  Principal  appearances  of  Salt  in 
order  that  a  Suitable  reserve  may  be  made  to  Support  tho.se  Licks  — 
As  the  lands  around  them  will  most  assuredly  be  entered.  And  it  is 
impo.ssible  for  the  Register  to  ascertain  from  the  plats  in  his  po.ssession 
whether  the  lands  applied  for  are  in  the  Vicinity  of  a  Lick  or  not  - 

The  same  reasoning  will  apply  to  Minerals.  I  am  informed  that 
Several  Persons  in  different  places  are  raising  Minerals — Some  have 
Purchased  under  the  Preemption  Law.  Others  at  Public  Sale.  And 
some  have  entered  Since  the  Sales — I  should  be  glad  to  hear  from  you 
as  soon  as  may  be  Convenient.  And  we  should  be  glad  to  have  your 
Opinion  on  the  propriety  of  our  demanding  one  fourth  part  on  all 
Town  Lots,  yet  unsold.  We  shall  adopt  that  Course  until  otherwise 
instructed  by  you — 

I  am  very  respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Tho'  Sloo   Register  of 
Land  office  at  Shawneetown 


■°  Bracketed  portion  (brackets  editorial)  was  transmitted  by  Josiah  Meigs, 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  to  Samuel  McKee,  Chairman  of  the 
House  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  Dec.  10,  1814  (i4.  S.  P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ll, 
889  890J.     Cf.  an/e,  p.  39,  n.  64. 
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N  B  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  permission  to  be  absent  a  few 
weeks  in  January  to  visite  my  fameley  I  have  a  trusty  and  Confi- 
dential Clerk  who  would  pay  Strict  attention  to  my  Business  During 
my  absence  and  at  that  Season  I  think  we  Shall  not  have  Such  a 
press  of  Business     Yourob'Servt     Tho"  Sloo 

E.  Tiffin  Esq' 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'  Edward  Tiffin  Commissioner  of  the  Genera! 
Land  Office     Washington  City     Hon"  by  [blank] 

[Endorsed]  Thomas  Sloo  Nov.  17.  1814  R  Dec.  3— Wants  altera- 
tion in  mode  of  paying  for  town  Lots — de  salt  springs  &  minerals 
Ans"  12  dec'  No  3  [Endorsed  on  duplicate  copy]  17'"  Novem.  1814 
T  Sloo  wants  altera"  in  mode  of  paying  for  town  lots — de  Salt  springs 
&  minerals  Original  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  Treas*'  An  extract  sent 
to  the  Land  Committee  10  dec'    Ans"  12  dec'  " 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
(NA:GLO,Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskaskia  Nov.  23"  1814 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  26"'  September,  covering  instructions  for 
the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  and  Receiver  of  Public  Monies  at 
Kaskaskia,  came  safely  to  hand  " — 

The  several  accompts  in  the  books  of  my  Office,  had  so  far  progressed 
on  the  Receipt  of  the  instructions,  that  a  seperate  "Account  of  Evi- 
dence of  confirmed  claims  for  Land",  could  not  consistently  be  opened, 
in  as  much  as  a  similar  account  had  been  opened  under  the  head  of 
"Cash  &  Evidence  of  confirmed  unlocated  claims  to  land  This 
Account  exhibits  in  a  seperate  colum  the  quantity  of  unlocated  Land, 
received  from  each  individual  in  their  purchase  from  the  U.  S.  and 
the  amount  being  added  up  and  its  estimated  value  subtracted  from 
the  sum  total  received,  will  always  shew  the  amount  of  Cash  on  hand. 
I  was  induced  to  open  this  Account  in  place  of  Cash  &  Stock  (as  con- 
tained in  the  forms  furnished  the  Office)  as  they  stood  on  a  similar 
footing  with  respect  to  the  US.  I  therefore  conceived  no  impropriety 
in  making  the  change — 

With  respect  to  forwarding  to  the  Treasury  department,  with  the 
monthly  Accounts  of  monies  entered  &  Monies  received  an  Account 
of  Certificates  of  confirmation  surrendered,  such  an  Account  could  be 
forwarded,  but  to  transmit  the  Certificates  of  Confirmation,  which 
have  been  received  would  produce  much  embarrassment  to  this  Office 
and  much  inconveniance  to  the  Claimants — In  all  instances  where 


"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6).     See  also  post,  p.  47. 
"  Ante,  p.  28. 
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the  evidence  of  unlocated  Claims  has  been  received,  I  have  taken  a 
receipt  on  the  back  of  the  Certificate  of  confirmation  from  the  person 
exhibiting  it,  for  the  quantity  for  which  he  had  received  a  credit  for 
in  his  purchase,  describing  the  Lands  purchased  in  the  receipt  -In  a 
great  number  of  instances  only  a  part  of  the  claim  has  been  received 
in  payment  the  residue  belonging  to  the  Confirmee  or  perhaps,  has 
been  conveyed  to  a  person,  not  yet  having  made  use  of  his  part, 
Consequently  should  the  Certificate  be  transmitted  to  the  Treasury 
department  it  would  deprive  this  unsatisfied  claimant  of  the  means 
of  exhibiting  the  complete  Evidence  of  his  Claim 

The  other  instructions,  have  been  and  will  be  observed,  and  I  have 
to  regret  that  your  letter  did  not  reach  me  before  I  had  opened  the 
books  When  the  Register  and  myself  had  concluded  to  close  our 
Offices  from  the  2"  to  the  26'"  Ultimo,  it  was  as  we  informed  you  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  up  our  books,  which  I  could  have  done,  had 
it  not  been  that  my  principal  Clerk  was  taken  sick  in  the  last  week 
in  September  and  has  been  unable  to  write  any  of  consequence  since, 
and  not  being  able  to  procure  but  one  young  man  to  write  constant, 
yet  I  have  got  my  books  nearly  posteti  and  hope  to  be  able  in  a  few 
days  to  transmit  you  my  quarterly  report,  which  shall  not  be  delayed 
one  day  longer  than  can  be  avoided.  The  great  quantity  of  writing 
which  was  necessary  to  be  done,  in  this  Office  in  consequence  of  the 
rapid  sale  of  Public  Land  to  the  Preemptioners  and  the  additional 
requisite  writing  produced  by  the  reception  of  unlocated  claims  in 
payment,  with  the  sickness  of  my  Clerk  and  the  impractibility  of 
procuring  others  I  must  offer  you  as  the  apology  for  my  reports  being 
delayed,  which  I  trust  will  not  again  occur   - 

With  great  respect  I  am  Sir  your  Obed'  Serv' 

S.  Bond     Receiver  of  Public 
Monies  for  the  District  of  Kas- 
kaskia 

[Addressed]  Hon  Edward  Tiffin  (Comissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office)     City  of  Washington     Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskask"  23"  Nov'  1814  S  Bond  Receiver  has  opend 
an  ace'  of  "Cash  &  Evidence  of  Claims"     Ans''  16  Dec'." 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  3"  Decern'  1814 
Sirs,     Your  letter  of  28'"  Octo'  last"'  &  the  returns  mentioned  in 


'» Post,  p.  50. 
"  Ante,  p.  37. 
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it  have  been  received,  in  future  be  pleased  to  add  up  your  returns 
&  place  the  amo'  at  the  foot  of  each  column. 

Your  suggestions  relative  to  fraction'  sections  that  have  been 
improved  shall  be  laid  before  the  Committee  of  public  lands,  &  I 
think  it  probable  that  Congress  may  give  a  right  of  pre-emption  to 
the  persons  who  have  improved  fract'  Sections." 

I  am  &"' 

Mich'  Jones  &  Shadric  Bond  Esq"     Kaskaskia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  LEONARD  WHITE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  Decern'  5'"  1814 
Sir.  Your  letter  of  4'"  Ult"  has  been  received;  '^  you  will  be  pleased 
to  give  notice  to  the  Intruders  upon  the  reservation  for  the  saline, 
that  they  must  remove  forthwith;  if  they  neglect  so  to  do,  measures 
will  be  taken  to  remove  them  by  military  force,  or  by  suits  for  the 
penalties  incurred  by  them  as  intruders  upon  public  lands. 

The  settlers  near  the  ferries,  whose  residence  there  you  state  to  be 
a  public  convenience  may  be  exempted  from  the  above  mentioned 
notice. 
I  am  &° 

Leonard  White  Esq'  Agent  U  States  Saline  Illinois  Territory. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  9"'  Decern'  1814 
Sir,     Your  letter  of  17'"  Ult"  has  been  received,"  &  your  observa- 
tions relative  to  town  lots,  salt  springs,  and  minerals,  have  been 
submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  have  authority  to  permit,  or  to  prohibit  your 
leaving  the  Office  on  a  visit  to  your  family — you  are  responsible  that 
the  business  is  done  correctly,  &  if  you  have  full  confidence  in  your 
clerk  I  presume  such  a  visit  will  not  effect  the  public  service 
I  am  &,' 

Thomas  Slog  Esq'  Regis'  L  Office  Shawn eetown. 


"Answered  by  Bond,  Jan.   11,   1815  (NA,  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec. 
Lets.);  see  post,  p.  127,  n.  36. 
"  Not  found. 
"  Anle,  p.  43 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 

|NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  12""  Decern'  1814 
Sins  You  are  hereby  authorized  to  lease  any  Salt  springs  in  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  on  such 
terms  as  you  think  just,  but  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  U  States;  In  my  opinion  the  rent  ought  not  to  be  less 
than  the  intrest  of  the  purchase  money  of  the  tract  leased,  with  a 
clause  to  prevent  waste  of  timber  on  the  adjacent  tracts. 

You  may  also  lease  any  lead  mines  in  your  district,  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  years,  on  such  terms  as  you  think  just,  subject  also 
to  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  U  States;  If  you  think  it 
adviseable,  you  may  advertise  (in  the  necessary  newspapers)  that 
you  will  on  the  (blank]  day  of  [blank]  receive  proposals  for  leasing 
any  Salt  Springs  or  lead  Mines  in  the  district,  for  a  term  not  exceed- 
ing three  years;  subjecting  the  lease  to  the  approbation  of  the  President 
of  the  U  States." 
I  am  &'" 

Mich'  Jones    Shadrach  Bond  Esq"  Kaskaskia. 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
1NA:GL0,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS| 

Kaskaskia  December  12'"  1814 
Sir,  Last  Mail  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yours  of  the  28'"  of 
October  Last ""  incloseing  me  a  Commission  from  the  President  of 
the  united  States,  appointing  me  Receiver  of  Public  monies  for  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia.  I  herewith  transmit  you  a  bond  for  the  faith- 
full  performance  of  the  duties  of  my  office  and  a  Certificate  of  haveing 
qualified  agreeable  to  your  instructions— 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obt  Servt 

S.  Bond— 

■"  See  similar  letter  to  Sloo  and  Caldwell,  same  date  and  same  location.  See 
also  Meigs  to  Kdwards,  same  date  (loc.  cil.,  printed,  Edwards,  Hist.  HI.,  pp. 
339  340,  and  Washburne,  ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  HI,  119  120),  in  answer  to  one 
from  Kdwards,  Nov.  7,  1814  mot  found),  relative  to  a  salt  lick  discovered  by 
Conrad  Will  and  associates,  and  making  recommendations  to  Edwards  respecting 
the  execution  of  a  lease. 

■"  From  .John  Gardiner,  chief  clerk.  General  Land  Office  (NA,  GLO,  Misc. 
Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6).  Bond  was  nominated  Oct.  1  and  confirmed  Oct.  2,  1814 
(Sertate,  Exec.  Journal,  ll,  531,  532). 
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[Addressed]  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  office  In  the 
Treasury  Department     Washington  City     Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  12  dec'  1814     S  Bond  with  oath  of  Office  & 
official  Bond     Ans"  2"  Jan>  1815  "" 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
|NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG.NWT,  V:  ALSl 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  Chillicothe  Dec'  13'"  1814 
Sir  M'  Harris  who  surveyed  and  laid  off  Shawneetown  has  applied 
to  me  to  settle  and  pay  off  his  account  for  that  service  agreably  with 
his  contract  and  the  ace'  rendered  against  the  United  States:  He  has 
purchased  Lands  at  the  Vincennes  Land  Office  and  if  not  paid  off  by 
the  first  of  January  he  states  his  lands  will  be  forfeited.  I  have  wrote 
to  the  Receiver  there  stating  that  he  has  funds  due  him  by  the  U 
States  &  not  to  suffer  his  lands  to  be  lost  to  him,  and  I  have  now  to 
request  the  favor  of  you,  that  if  you  had  any  credits  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  at  any  of  the  Land  Offices  to  enable  you  to  meet 
your  public  engagements  to  forward  me  orders  to  receive  them  for 
that  purpose;  and  if  you  had  not,  or  not  sufficient;  that  you  will 
apply  to  the  Secretary  and  request  him  to  give  me  a  credit  either  at 
Cincinnatti  or  Chillicothe  (the  latter  place  will  be  more  convenient  to 
me)  for  a  Sum  sufficient  to  meet  the  Surveying  expence  due  and  to 
become  due,  for  which  I  will  be  accountable  to  the  United  States,  and 
to  advise  me  thereof  by  letter  as  soon  as  convenient, 
with  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  ob'  serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  office  Washington. 

[Addressed]  The  honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner 
the  General  Land  Office     Washington     Free 

[Endorsed]  Chillicothe  dec''  13'"  1814  E  Tiffin  de  acco'  of  M' 
Harris  for  survey  of  Shawnee  town-  wants  a  credit  with  Receiv'' 
Chillicothe    Ans"  24  dec' «' 

My  books  and  papers  were  sent  by  way  of  Pittsburgh — they  having 
not  arrived,  I  know  not  exactly  what  Credit  the  S'  Gen'  had  with 
I.  T>  Rec'  at  Cincinnati— It  is  I  believe  7  or  8000  dollars-  I  approve 
the  account  of  M'  Harris.  A  further  Credit  will  be  requested  for 
you  with  Receiver  at  Chilicothe  -J  Meigs 


"«  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
«'  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  I). 
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JOSIAH   MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH    BOND 

INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  16""  dec'  1814 

Sir  By  your  letter  of  23"  ins'  "^  I  find  that  the  instructions  rela- 
ive  to  alterations  the  mode  of  keeping  land  Accounts  (in  consequence 
of  evidence  of  confirmed  Claims  being  taken  in  payment  of  land  pur- 
chased) arrived  too  late  with  you  to  be  adopted,  &  that  you  have 
opened  an  Acco'  of  "Cash  &  evidence  &"";  it  will  be  necessary  at  the 
end  of  each  quarter  to  debit  Sales  of  public  Land  &  credit  acco'  of 
Cash  &  evidence  &°  for  the  amount  of  evidence  received  &  applied  in 
paym'  of  land  purchased;  this  entry  will  reduce  the  debit  of  Cash  & 
Evidence  to  the  Amo'  of  Cash  actuelly  received,  &  will  reduce  the 
apparent  amount  of  Lands  sold  to  the  actual  amount  of  Sales,  for  the 
confirmed  claims  are  not  sold  but  given  away. 

I  perceive  the  inconvenience  that  will  attend  forwarding  the  cer- 
tificates of  evidence  of  confirmed  claims  with  your  monthly  returns, 
particularly  those  a  part  of  which  only  have  been  applied  in  paym'  of 
purchases;  my  object  was  to  note  from  them,  in  our  list  of  confirmed 
claims  the  liquidation  of  each  clame  as  that  event  takes  place — this 
however  may  be  done  from  the  monthly  accounts  of  certificates  sur- 
rendered, which  accounts  must  show  how  much  of  each  surrendered 
certificate  has  been  applied  to  the  paym'  of  land  purchased. 

I  do  not  wish  you  to  be  more  expeditious  in  forwarding  your  ac- 
counts than  is  consistent  with  accuracy  and  neatness;  allowances  will 
be  made  for  the  pressure  of  business  on  the  opening  of  the  Office,  & 
the  other  circumstances  you  mention.*' 

I  am  &" 

Shadrach  Bond  Esq'  Receiver  Pub:  monies  Kaskaskia. 


RUFUS  EASTON  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  ErALS) 

Washington  Decern'  17'"  1814 
Sir,  The  act  of  Congress  "confirming  certain  claims  to  land  in  the 
Illinois  territory  and  providing  for  their  location"  passed  April  16'" 
1814  **  authorises  any  person  being  the  owner  of  any  unlocated  con- 
firmed claim  to  enter  land  for  purchase  within  the  reserved  tract  and 
to  deliver  the  evidence  of  his  claim  to  the  receiver  of  public  monies 


»2  Error  for  ultimo;  ante,  p.  45. 
"  Answered  post,  p.  122. 
"  3  Stat.  125-127. 
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who  is  required  to  receive  it  in  payment  of  the  lands  so  entered  for 

purchase. — see,  Sec.  6'"  of  the  act  page  371  *' 

The  question  submitted  on  the  part  of  the  Register  and  receiver 
is  whether  they  will  be  allowed  the  same  commission  on  those  evi- 
dences of  claim  given  in  payment  for  the  land,  as  if  the  purchaser  had 
paid  money?  '* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  your  obed'  Servant 

R,  E ASTON 

Honorable  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
Gen'  Land  office     Washington  City 

[Endorsed]     17  Decern^  1814     R  Easton 


MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:DS] 

[December  21,  1814] 
To  the  Honorable,  The  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  Legislative  Council  and  house  of  Representatives  of  Illinois 
Territory  beg  leave,  most  respectfully  to  represent  to  yoiu-  honorable 
body  that  finding  our  Judiciary  system  very  imperfect  and  not 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  &  situation  of  the  Territory,  and  believ- 
ing the  Legislature  thereof  to  possess  competent  authority  to  alter 
the  same  we  have  at  our  present  session,  (in  obedience  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  many,  and  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  as  we  believe  of  nearly 
the  whole  of  our  fellow  Citizens)  with  the  official  approbation  of  the 
executive  passed  the  law,  which  with  its  accompanying  documents, 
we  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  for  your  consideration. 

Those  documents  will  show  that  however  expedient  and  necessary 
such  a  change  may  have  been,  no  practical  advantage  is  likely  to 
result  from  it — in  consequence  of  the  unhappy  difference  of  opinion 
only  that  exists  between  the  Judges  appointed  by  the  President  and 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  this  Legislature  as  to  their  relative 
powers;  Unless  your  honorable  body  will  interpose  and  decide  be- 
tween theni. 


«  3  Stat.  126-127. 

^  Answered  Dec.  19,  1814  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  to  the  effect 
that  the  acts  of  May  10,  1800,  and  Mar.  26,  1804,  allow  land  officers  commissions 
upon  monies  received;  and  the  act  of  Apr.  16,  1804,  does  not  provide  additional 
fees  excepting  seventy-five  cents  to  the  register  for  each  certificate  issued. 


-4, 
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There  being  no  intermixture  of  party  spirit  or  individual  hostility 
with  this  proceeding,  the  objections  of  the  Judges  to  executing  the 
law  doubtless  arise,  more  from  a  conviction  in  their  own  minds  of  the 
want  of  Power  in  the  Legislature  to  pass  it,  than  from  any  indisposi- 
tion on  their  part  to  perform  the  duties  therein  assigned  to  them — 
And  while  we  feel  due  deference  for  the  opinions  of  those  gentlemen  in 
general,  yet  not  being  convinced  by  their  reasoning  in  the  present 
case,  and  conscienciously  believing  the  measure  to  be  right  in  itself 
and  essential  to  the  convenience  happiness  and  interest  of  our  fellow 
citizens  we  cannot  abandon  it — And  indeed  if  the  objections  of  their 
honors  are  sustainable  our  power  to  form  or  modify  any  Judiciary 
system  is  too  limited  to  be  of  any  real  utility  to  our  Constitutents  and 
fails  in  the  essential  objects  contemplated  in  delegating  it  to  us. 

The  known  inability  of  a  small  population  to  pay  its  own  Judges, 
and  the  General  Government  at  its  own  exf)ence,  having  furnished 
the  Territories  with  those  officers  create  a  strong  presumption,  that 
it  was  intended  they  should  perform  the  principal  Judicial  duties 
therein  and  it  seems  to  be  but  reasonable,  that  those  duties  should  be 
performed  at  such  times  and  places  as  a  just  regard  to  the  Conveni- 
ence of  the  people  requires 

The  vast  accumulation  of  expenses  and  the  personal  inconveniences 
that  would  result  to  the  people  of  remote  and  distant  parts  of  the 
Territory  by  obliging  them  all  with  their  witnesses  to  attend  at 
Kaskaskia  for  the  trial  of  their  causes,  if  they  would  not,  in  many 
instances  amount  to  a  total  denial  of  Justice,  they  would  at  least  be 
extremely  oppressive — And  the  single  circumstance  of  their  having 
been  but  one  suit  instituted  in  the  court  of  which  their  honors  ar 
Judges  for  the  last  two  years,  demonstrates  most  conclusively  that 
some  change  was  necessary. 

The  law  herewith  transmitted  was  planned  with  a  view  to  former 
objections  that  were  understood  to  have  been  made  by  the  Judges, 
by  which  it  apf)eared  that  they  would  not  object  to  performing  the 
duties  of  a  separate  Court,  provided  the  style,  and  unity  of  their  Court 
was  nominally  preserved — But  the  real  intention  of  the  Legislature 
was  that  each  Judge  should  have  a  circuit  consisting  of  two  counties 
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in  which  he  should  take  original  Jurisdiction  of  all  causes  arising  there- 
in and  that  the  three  Judges  or  a  majority  of  them  should  constitute 
a  Court  of  appeals  to  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Government,  to  revise 
and  correct  according  to  the  forms  and  usages  of  law — the  decisions 
of  Circuit  Courts  and  all  other  inferior  tribunals. 

This  system  we  wish  to  preserve  and  if  your  honorable  body  should 
think  that  we  possess  the  power  to  establish  it  we  earnestly  solicit  that 
for  the  sake  of  preserving  peace  and  tranquility  in  this  Territory,  you 
will  pass  a  declaratory  law  to  that  effect,  and  if  it  should  be  your 
opinion  that  we  have  transcended  our  powers,  that  you  will  by  law 
more  clearly  define  them  and  grant  such  other  relief  as  you  may  think 
appropriate  &  proper. 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Pierre  Menard  president  of  the  Council 

Kaskasku  Dec'  21"  1814— 

[Endorsed]  Petition  to  Congress  of  the  Legislative  Council  &  House 
of  Rep'  of  Illinois  Territory.— January  18'"  1815  Ref  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. — 31  January  1815  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary discharged  and  petition  referred  to  M'  Sharp  M'  Taylor  M' 
Law  M'  Sherwood  M"^  King  of  N.  C.  M"^  Wood  &  M"'  Jennings  M"^ 
Stephenson  "  ref  Judiciary  Feb"  6.  1815     Bill  reported.'*- 

*'  Benjamin  Stephenson  took  his  seat  as  delegate  from  Illinois  Territory  in 
succession  to  Shadrach  Bond,  Nov.  14,  1814,  ibid.,  p.  527. 

^  House  Journal,  IX,  674,  699,  709.  See  act  approved  Mar.  3,  1815  (3  Stat. 
237-239). 

Editor's  note:  The  law  and  accompanying  documents  referred  to  in  the  first 
part  of  this  memorial,  ante,  p.  51,  are  embodied  in  the  printed  pamphlet  reproduced 
infra.  Since  the  last  item  in  the  pamphlet  is  a  text  of  the  above  memorial,  that 
item  is  omitted. 
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An  act  establKhing  a    Supreme 
Court  for  Illinois  Territory, 

BE  it  enacted  by  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Reprcsen* 
tat'ves.  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  b/ 
the  authority  of  the  same,  1  hat  the 
judges  appointed  for  this  Territory  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  fhall  constitute  a 
Court  to  be  styled  tha  Supreme  Court 
of  lUinoif  Territory,  which  flijli  be 
boldeo  in  the  manner  and  at  the  times 
and  places  hereinafter  mentioned  ;  that 
is  to  say,  in  the  county  of  Edwards  on 
the  second  Monday  lo  February  and 
fourth  Monday  in  July.  In  Gallatin 
the  third  Monday  in  February  and 
first  Kfonday  m  Augut.  (a  Johnson, 
fourth  Monday  in  February  and  fecond 
Monday  in  August.  In  Randolph, 
the  6r8t  Monday  in  March  and  third 
Monday  in  August,  fo  St.  Clair,  third 
Monday  in  March  and  first  Monday 
in  September. .  la  Madifoo  the  fourth 
Monday  in  Marcti  and  second  Monday 
in  September,  yearly  and  io  every 
year. 

Scc.  2  Be  it  enacted  by  the  au" 
thority  aforsaid.  That  the  said  courts 
fiiall  be  bolden  at  the  respective  court 
houses  of  said  Counties,  and  (ha\l 
in  each  county  have  Jurisdiction  over 
all  perfons  therein,  and  in  all  causes, 
matiers  or  tliiogs  at  commoa  law,    ur 
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in  Chincerr,  srU'ng  in  each  of  faid 
Cou  ti^s  except  ill .  cile»  whece  tha 
deoi  or  deniaod  fhaJI  be  under  twenty 
dollars,  in  whicb  cafcs  it  Diall  have  no 
jui  i9iiictlon,  ej^cept  wliere  the  Tama 
i:iatl  be  tir.juglit  Ueforc  It  by  appeal  or 
«vra  oi  eri'or. 

iec.  J.  The  faid  juJget  fliall  be 
CO  iet  vjiorsOt  ihc  pe^ce,  anJ  tlie  (aid 
tOuii-  Oi  any  jjijg'-  tlirreoF  (hail  ha^e 
Jio^.e.-  to  wa  J,  ii.juiK  tioiii,  writi  tf 
^'e  cxe.J,  ImOiiii  Corpus  at^d  all  other 
«f  I  k  aiiJ   prOk.tyc:   ih  r  may  be  nccr-*'- 

I  .r/  lo  tie  ^-x  V  t  o  .  ot  the  p  j  a.  r  w  :ti 
Hhicli  tluy  ..rcorm.y  be  vcrsicJ. 

ScCv  4.  'J^!i«  U'^  Coui  t  Hull  have 
po.vcr  to  hear  anj  d.  termne  all  Trea. 
Ju.is  tdo  i.  »  ar/j  Oilier  crimes,  anJ 
ml  dc;ntoo.$  th^i  niay  be  committed 
VMlliin  liic  ics^cct^e  cojn  its  atoresaid 
that  may  be  brought  before  it  by  any 
Itiift  or  regiila't.oni  prescribed  by    la\y. 

Scc.  5.  The  sjid  court  (hall  have 
jurisdit  tiun  in  a!l  caufca  fuiis  an  J  tno-< 
iitiis  .gainst  piiDlic  dcbtois,  (herrtflP:, 
C>Lrk<.  and  jil  Collectors  of  public 
iiiuiie}'  ot  every  d.uQininatlon  whaifo* 
fve--,  tor  and  i"  b.-hjif  of  the  1'errito« 
t-  or  .my  county  ihtjcu'.,  ai.i  in  ail  csi< 
c«  >^  ht:r  it  iiiay  i.avc  been  tlie  du  y  of 
u..y  Mienir,  Cie'\i,  or  collector  of 
puo  ic  money  lu  liave  made  colicciiont 
i  .  1  nave  ittiied  Miih  the    proper    au" 

II  K'l",  ai  il  he  or  tkey  fliall  have  tail- 
ed lO  liare  ilooe  ;.o   or    lb.il   hereafter 
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fall  ic  to  di^,  and  fltertf  flul!  oppei!" 
any  defect  in  the  Bond  given  by  saii 
offiter  or  other  proceeding,  sufficient 
to  exempt  from  liability  the  tecuriiy  or 
lecuriiies  ollaid  oHicev ,  or  to  defeat 
the  ordinary  proceedings  against  hitn* 
felf,  the  court  fhall  have  power  to 
ccmpell  luch  perfon,  whether  '.n  or 
out  ef  officf,  who  either  has  collected 
public  money,  or  ought  to  have  dnna 
lo,  to  exhibit  upon  oath  a  fn!!  and  fair 
natenient  of  all  monies  v  him  collects 
ed,  and  a  list  of  all  perionsas  tar  as  ic 
may  be  practicable  to  obtain  the  fame, 
ot  whom  fuch  perloo  had  a  r'ght  tti 
collect,  and  who  had  failed  to  pay  him 
accordingly,  and  the  »aid  court  fhall  up- 
on hear;no  the  whole  cj'e  without  re- 
gard to  toi  m,  have  power  to  give 
judgment  tor  such  funis  of  money 
\vl)ich  fuch  pcrlon  or  per»ons  as  alore- 
laid  ought  ci^  be  liable  to  piy  accor" 
ding  to  the  true  ipirit  o^  thu  laws,  and 
the  pmciplcs  oi  equity  ;  Provided  luvv 
ever,  that  fuch  perl'on  or  ptrljns  a-s 
aiorelaid  flull  have  realonable  notice  pt 
the  time  and  place,  when  or  where  « 
liiotioii  vo  the  court  against  hitii  or 
tl  em  lor  the  ptrpcica  afore  faid  is  ia" 
tended   to  be  made. 

§.  6. All  the  powers  at  prefent^veded 
in  the  Genral  Court  ik  all  the  commo.i 
Jaw  jurifdKftion,  wheihcr  of  a  eivil  or 
crimiiidl  nature  now  vef^ed  in  the  fev. 
eral  couru  of  Comcnoa  FleaS,   nut    ia« 
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con(m«t  with  the  principles  of  thu 
law,  Oiill  be  and  herehf  are  ve^rd  in 
the  Supreme  Co jrt  hereby  ellabliftied, 
and  the  rulct  and  rc(;ula( ions  prescribed 
by  law  for  the  exercile  of  thole  powers 
in  all  cales  whenever  the  fame  may  be 
applicable,  fliall  gnvern  faid  court  and 
be  peitued  by  paitie*  L  tigant  therein 
and  in  all  cafes  not  providtd  tor  by  la«r 
the  faiJ  cotrt  llidll  h.ve  power  to 
adopt  rules  5c  rrgulaiions  nrcelTary  for 
efTcctuating  the  puwera  hereby  gran<. 
ted  to  It. 

S  c.  7.  All  fuits  (hall  b*  iiied  in  the 
counties  in  which  t^ey  origttaie,  un- 
Icfsin  cales  that  arc  or  rnay  be  other* 
^•ife  fp:cial!y  provided  for  by  law  and 
in  all  cafes  except  thnfe  hereinafter 
mentioned,  o,  e  oftfcc  JuJpes  fliall  be 
fufficienc  to  conQttute  •  cour  . 

S:c.  8  In  all  critn  nal  cafes  where, 
the  charge  (hall  be  of  fuch  a  nature  as 
in  cafe  of  conviflmn  to  fubjc^  the  offen- 
der  to  capital  punilliment  or  burning  in 
the  hand  or  elfcA-here  two  Judges 
(hall  be  nectlTary  to  proceed  upon  the 
trial  ot  the  iifoe  Mhe  lii:r  in  tjw  or  tatf, 
provided  however  that  it  only  one 
Judge  (hall  attend  (he  court,  and  any 
prilonrr  Ihall  not MithOandinpr  prtiiion 
to  be  brought  to  trial,  omc  Judge  <h  II 
con^itute  a  court  for  focli  purp  Ac. 
M/hen  two  jad({«i  lli  II  aticnJ  ^It  qu^i- 
tions  ariljng  lci<riir.inal  catci  and  iub* 
loiiicd  to  ibe  court,  ia  calc    lUe  c,>urc 
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ftiall  be  divided  (hall  be  confwlc-ed  ai 
adjudged  in  favor  of  fhe  criminal  and 
if  the  court  (liall  be  divided  in  die  final 
judgemen*  or  fentence,  jadfrement  (hall 
be  entered  up  in  favor  of  ihe  priloner, 
and  heforthwiib  di(ch?rged. 

Sec.  9.  If  no  judge  Ih^ll  attend  on 
thefi.ftdayot  any  coart,  (uch  court 
(hal!  ftand  aJjourned  frjm  diy  to  I'a/ 
untill  a  court  fhall  be  made  it  tliat  (hail 
happen  before  four  of  the  clock  in  the 
atternoon  of  tlie  tliird  day. 

Sec.  10.  If  a  court  fliail  not  Ct  in 
any  term,  or  fhall  ndt  conMnue  to  Ht 
the  whole  term,  or  before  .he  end  of 
the  term  fhall  not  have  heard  ami  de^ 
termined  all  matters  ready  for  their 
decision  all  fuch  matters  and  thing* 
depending  in  courr,-  and  urdetermined 
Ihall  Qand  continued  till  the  next  fuc 
ceeding  term. 

Sec.  ti.  /f  from  any  caule  the  court 
(hall  not  fet  on  any  day  in  a  term  aft  r 
it  AmU  have  been  opened,  there  Ihall  be 
no  discontinuance,  but  (o  foon  as  the 
caufe  is  removed  the  court  fhall  pro- 
ceed to  buHnefs  yntil!  the  end  of  the 
term  if  the  bjsineft  depending  before 
it     be   not  fooner   di'patehed.' 

S'c.  i».  The  judicial  term  Ihall  con- 
CI^oftiKdays  in  each  county  during 
which  time  the  coart  fhall  fet  unitft 
the  businefa  before  it  fh^ll  be  foontr  de- 
termined except  in  Kandolph  count/ 
where  it  may  fet  twelve  days. 
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Sec.  IS.  A  clsrk  ffiall  be  appointed 
ky  the  Governo'  of  the  territory  ia 
ejch  county  vvhofe  duty  it  fliill  be  to 
ilTuc  procels  in  all  cafej  orriginiiing  in 
his  County  to  k^ep  and  pieferve  the 
record's  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  therein  and  to  do  anj  perfo-in 
in  his  county  all  the  duties  no  v  en- 
joined on  'he  Clerk  of  the  General 
Court,  and  the  feveral  Clerks  of  t.ie 
courts  of  coir.mon  pleas  excppt  thofii 
nhich  relice  exdufiveiy  to  counry  bufi- 
ncf-  of  which  the  court  hereby  ellab» 
liflied  has  no  original  jurii  *i£)ian. 

Sec.  14.  V^henfoever  the  Gover- 
nor fliall  appoint  «  clerk  as  atorefjid  ic 
ill  )(l  be  his  duty  if  any  court  ot  com- 
mon pleas  fhill  hive  been  eflabliftied  in 
the  county  to  demand  of  the  clerk  of 
Tiid  court  ot  common  pleas  th"rein  all 
the  b')okb  and  pipers  in  his  pofTeflinn 
fKcept  thofe  which  relate 'o  the  county 
bcfinefs  of  which  the  court  hereby  et- 
Tablilhed  has  no  j>irirdi£lion,  and  fu-h 
clerk  o(  the  court  of  C'lmmon  pleas  (hall 
thereupon  deliver  the  fame  under  the 
penalty  of  one  rtioufand  dolljrs  to  be 
recovered  by  aflion  ol  debt  in  behalf 
of  the  territory. 

bee.  i{.  In  the  cafet  now  depend* 
ing  in  the  courts  of  common  pleas  in 
the  refpeflive  counties,  the  p:irtie8  or 
their  atiortteys  fliall  be  permitted  to 
lake  all  fuch  meafures  for  bringing  to 
U.id  tb«t  vaighi  bave  beco  ukea   ii  as 
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change  hai  taken  place,  an!  the  conrt 
hereby  eftabli.'heJ  a»  far  as  poffiMe 
proceed  to  th?  trial  thereof  in  the 
iime  manner  thit  the  prefent  courts  of 
common  picas  raii;ht  legally  have  done, 
had  no  other  change  than  a  mere  alttf- 
oion  of  the  term  taken  place  ir  being 
diftinrtly  the  intention  of  this  Legifla" 
ture  to  produce  no  other  ch.inge  upon 
tlie  caufes  n  jw  depending  in  ttiofe 
courts    of    common  plea*  than 

merely  to  fabihtute  the  prefent  for  the 
former  co'jrt*  ;  If  however  any  caufes 
reqjirinji  particular  indulgerce  fliould 
prelenl  themfelve',  the  court  are  hereby 
empowered  to  grant  con;inuances  for 
remedy  thereof. 

Sec.  1 6.  Appeals  may  be  prayed  tnA 
writs  of  error  take  out  upan  matters  of 
law.  only  in  a'l  cafes  wherein  they  are 
tiow  allowed  by  law.  Appeals  fhiill  be 
taken  to  the  court  to  be  holdcn  in 
Randolph  county  and  all  writs  of  error 
Siall  be  iffued  by  the  clerk  of  Ran- 
dolph county  and  be  made  returnable 
to  the  court  in  that  county,  but  no 
quedion  upon  appeal  or  writ  ot  error 
fiiali  be  decided  without  tliC  concur* 
renee  of  two  judges  at  leaO,  ar<d  ic 
being  asiTiportant  tiist  tlie  expoStioa 
eiven  by  the  judges  to  a  law  (hould  be 
made  public  as  that  the  law  itfelf 
Ihould  be—it  is  hereby  declared  to  be 
ibe  duty  of  each  judge  ia  all  cafe*  »f 
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appeals  or  writ  of  error  to  ftate  the  caiea 
3t  give  hi' reafons  «t  larpein  »rriiir)|r*for 
hit  opinion  which  fhaM  he  carrfuily 
preserved  by  the  clerk  and  kept  fubjefl 
10  the  infpeflion  of  all  Who  may  defire 
10  Ti-  id  (he  fame. 

8ec.  17.  Nothing  tn  tliis  law  con- 
tained fh  ill  be  conrtrued  into  3  repeal 
fif  the  existing  rct^u'ationi  for  (peedy 
trial  of  persons  charg(?d  with  Capital 
offences,  but  the  judges  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  hereby  establilljed  fhall 
perform  the  satne  duties  in  that  re- 
aped that  were  hitlierto  prescribed  t* 
them  as  Judges  ot  the  j^eneral  court. 

Sec.  18.  The  courts  of  commoii 
pleas  for  tiie  several  counties  (hall  not 
hereafter  pofTtfs  or  cxercife  any  juria* 
diction  given  to^e  Supreme  Court  of 
Illinois  Territory. 

Sec.  I  9.  The  S'lerifTs  of  the  respec* 
tive  counties  (hall»ummon  Juries,  and 
return  in  their  re^pr^ctive  counties  all 
process  to  them  directed,  to  the  Su« 
preme  court  In  the  same  manner  that 
ihey  have  heretofore  been  required  to 
do  to  the  courts  of  Cominon  i'leai, 
unles<  in  cafet  where  the  law  (hall  fpe. 
cially  prescribe  oilier  wife. 

Sec.  2o.  THere  (hall  be  appointed 
two  atiorneya  *o  profrcute  in  all  case* 
'.n  behalf  of  the  Territory,  one  of 
which  (liall  be  appointed  to  a  diflri<ft 
to  be  compofed  ol  the  counties  of 
Madiloo,  St.  CUir  aod  Kaodolph.   And 
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the  other  (ball  be  appointed  to  a  dirt'lA 
10  be  compofed  oi  tbecountiei  of  John* 
Bun,  Gallatin  and  Edtvards  ;  and  caci) 
ot  faid  attorneys  Ihail  prosecute  in  all 
cases  according  to  law,  that  may  are 
tije  wltliin  hii  respective  diftrict,  and 
each  fhjil  be  allowed  a  sallery  of  oo. 
jiundred  dollars  per  annum  to  be  paid 
•ut  of  the  public  Treasury. 

Sec.  21.  Be  it  further  enacted  that 
all  Sheriffs  and  clerks  of  court  in  the 
respective  counties  (hall  within  six 
months  trom  the  palTage  henof  re- 
move their  respective  offices  and  all  the 
papers  and  records  thereucto  belong, 
ing  to  tl'CEcat  of  juiticc  of  their  le- 
apeclivc  counties  and  they  Ihill  contia. 
ue  to  keep  their  respective  offices  and 
»V  the  books  and  paper;  thereunto  ap- 
percaining  at  faid  respective  seats  of 
jullice  in  iheir  respective  counties,  un- 
der the  penalyof  five  hundred  dolla'a 
to  be  recovered  by  motion  giviug  the 
party  twenty  days  previout  notice 
tliereof  in  writing,  in  any  court  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  aaqe,  one  half  to 
the  informer,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
Use  of  the  faid  county  ;  this  ace  to 
commence  and  bs  in  force  from  and 
after  the  first  day  ol  |anuiry  n^xt. 
RISDON  MOORP. 
Speaker  ef  the  Huute  of  RepreseMaiivM. 
riKKKE  MENAKO, 

Preiidioiof  the  CuuDcU- 
APPROVED,  Di'emSer  13  h,  1814, 

Ninian  Edward*. 
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LETTER     OF     THE   HON. 

JUDGE5  THOMAS  AND 

SPRIGG. 


To  the  Honorable   the  Legisl»» 

turcol  Illinois. 
Gentlemen, 

iion.e  ot  the  members  ot  your 
body  having  acated  lo  us  that  the 
Legitiatuie  vtcra  desirous  of  our  opU 
niun  in  writiag  relative  to  the  Bill  en. 
titltd  "  An  act  ntabliftiing  a  Suprem. 
court  tor  1  hnoiv  Territory,"  we  aub^ 
mit  the  lolloving  observaiiont. 

By  an  ordtMRKe  iur  the  Govfrn» 
met. I  of  the  Teriitory  North  West  o£ 
the  Ohio,  now  in  force  in  this  Tcrri- 
toiy  'with  som*  modificaiiont  toadopt 
i  tu  the  Federal conftitu. ion  and  tor 
other  purpctck)  there  it  a  court  cAab« 
ttflied,  which  ha>  he' etofore  been  8t>lt4 
tlic  General  Coort,  Judicially,  Legisla- 
tively, and  uoivcrfally.  ^^'e  presume 
lhi>  style  tvaa  ftdopted  becaufe  it  \vas 
•ppropnate  to  the  nature  of  the  court, 
and  teurided  on  a  juf>  con»truciion  of 
the  ordinance  which  eitabhflied  it. 
Tirre  are  three  perfon*  comn  isiior  c4 
by  t'le  President  and  Senate  U.  S.  at 
ju- gfs  JD  and  over  the  Territory  of 
lUiucMa.      Why  was  Uut  i«ac  i  btcaufe 
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the  Uoicod  States  had  estahliflied  a 
Court  here  to  consift  of  tlnce  Judges  and 
had  reserved  the  right  of  appoiniing 
them.  Hejice  their  commiisiom  to- 
gether with  the  otdiiiace  point  out  the 
court,  which  is  to  be  constituted  by 
them.  When  the  Legislature  speak  of 
the  court  cftablifhed  by  the  ordinance, 
by  the  style  which  it  has  always  borne, 
recognized  by  aU  the  laws  which  have 
been  made  relative  to  it,  and  by  this 
very  bill  itfelf  we  understand  them  to 
tnean  the  court  of  which  we  are  iner:i« 
bern,  but  when  they  speak  of  a  conrt  e$- 
tablilfaed  by  their  own  authority,  it  is  o  b 
frlous  that  it  cannot  be  the  same  with 
that  which  is  already  eftablifhed  by  a 
fc  gher  authority*  If  this  were  a  bill 
merely  to  change  the  style  of  the  gene. 
ral  court,  we  ihould  deem  it  objec- 
tionable on  principle,  and  inconvenient 
in  practice.  Cut  as  the  bill  evidently 
contcmpUtes  two  grades  of  courts,  the 
one  fubordinate  and  the  oiher  both 
lubordioate  and  appclkte.  theie  cannot 
both  be  identified  uith  the  prcFenc 
General  court.  It  would  have  bjen 
futile  in  con^jrcst  to  eHabiilh  a  CL>jrc 
leaving  the  power  in  oti  er  hands  to 
cflablifh  a  tribunal  fupericr  to  it, 
which  would  be  to  aonul  it.  Tas 
court  eOabliffaed  by  ti.e  ordinance  can^. 
not  be  (u.  jtct  to  the  revifion  or  con- 
.troul  of  any  tribunal  eiiabiifhed  by  the 
Ter(ii.*fi4l  LegiAature,    aad  an  appeal 
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ficortithe  Tanis  court  to  iJie  fame.  Is  ^ 
iolecism  wbicti  we  do  nst  fuppoie  to.  be. 
the  intention  of  tlu»  bill.  One  grade, 
of  courts  then  edablidied  by  thit  bill 
H'c  consider  a»  inferior  tho'  called 
S'jpieme.  Neither  are^  we  prepared 
to  admit  that  tbegcaeral  court  can  be 
so  localized  js  to  be  reduced  entirely, 
to  a  county  court,  tho'  Supreme  with, 
in  the  county.  It  is  another  question 
whether  a  court  may  excrcile  a  part 
of  its  jurisdiction  and  forbear  the  rejc 
according  to  circumstances,  and  at  a. 
regard  to  public  conirenieace  andadue 
administration  of  the  laws  might  re- 
quire. Thus  wheo  a  generil  court 
Was  held  at  Cahokia  and  KalkaHiia,  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court  at  either  place 
was  co.cxtcDbive  with  the  Teriitory^ 
but  was  excrclTed  according  to  a  real 
«r  Tuppofed  convenience,  whicli  to  a 
luperiicial  observer,  or  one  not  3C•^ 
^uain  ed  with  the  true  coiiltitution  of 
liic  court  might  havep.iven  it  the  ap-. 
pearance  of  (t:prra(e  and  independent . 
irlounals.  1  he  Cleric  cf  the  goneial 
€OQit  was  in  Itgal  contcmpla'i-in  a^ 
ciii'',h  bound  to  attend  at  one  place  a> 
tisc  other,  and  if  the  co«»rt  accepted 
the  attendance  of  •  Of'puty  it  i*  what 
s  couit  ofie.i  does  u  hich  is  held  ia 
•n'" 'place  only.  In  like  .manner,  «|- 
tho*  it  is  itrlct'y  fpcjking  the  duty  o( 
•hcriff's  to  attend  the  ses;>iont  of  th|( 
^caeral  courtf  yetjthu  duty    is    eftep* 
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ffrformH  by  deputy^  When  the 
peneral  court  was  first  organized,  it 
became  necefsary  to  appoint  a  clck  ts 
that  court.  No  one  can  fuppole  that 
the  ordinance  intended  the  highest 
court  of  record  in  the  Territory  (lould 
be  without  an  officer  to  ifsoe  process, 
to  make  out  and  preserve  its  records, 
10  take  charge  of  original  papers  and 
documents,  and  to  keep  the  Teal  of  ihs 
court  when  one  fltould  be  provided  for 
it*  ufe.  Thofe  who  were  empowered 
to  hold  fo  important  a  court  were  by 
every  rule  of  ju«t  conflruciion,  and  tha 
moft  ncceffary  implication,  auUioiircd 
to  appoint  a  clerk,  or  to  recognize  ono 
who  fhould  be  otherwife  appointed. 
The  office  itfelf  wa»  implicitly  crea- 
ted by  the  fome  provifions  «hich  gave 
exiflence  to  the  court.  But  it  would 
•n  the  other  hand  have  been  an  dnnc. 
cefsary,  and  wan'on  ccnstructicn  to 
have  contended  that  the  authority  to 
hold  a  court  carried  with  it  the  autho- 
rity to  appoint  or  to  lecoguize  ir.ore 
Clerks  than  one.  Not  only  would  ihi« 
produce  confusion  and  diminifli  tl.e  re« 
fpooiibility  which  ought  to  be  attach- 
ed to  the  office  of  principal  Clerk,  but 
the  principil  on  which  the  office ia  con. 
sidf-red  as  necefsariiy  created  by  the 
ordinance  wotld  f^il,  for  the  office  ii 
UmHterial  in  its  nature,  and  the  prin' 
eipal  Clerk  if  he  cannot  do  at!  the  bu« 
fiMft  bimfcU   c>*7     employ  as      manf 
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Oep  itles  n»  he  cho&s;  TUjere  is  « 
difference  bpt ween  the  implication  al' 
ready  spoken  of,  founded  upon  thelavr 
constituting  the  court,  and  an  impli* 
cation  which  it  tnight.be  attempted  to 
raise  from  an  act  Ranging  the  consti- 
tu:i*n  of  tlie'court  or  which,  fliould 
place  it  in  a  (ituatioo  efsentially  diflf'e' 
rent  irom  its  origla>.1  state  or  not  at 
all  contemplated  by  its  founders. 
Thus  the  ordinance  not  having  directed 
the  court  thereby  eOablinied  to  be  held 
in  many  different  places,  it  rinnot  be 
an  implication  ariiing  from  that  acr, 
that  the  court  thus  iQabliilied  Qiould 
have  many  different  Clerks. 

If  the  ordinancfc  had  even  contained 
this  provifion,  it  ^ight  be  a  plaufiole 
and  in  the  opinion  of  fome  a  reafona* 
ble  implication  that  llie  court  (iiould 
bav«  a  clerk  at  e<ch  of  thole  pkces, 
but  (ince  the  tame  clerk  might  attend 
at  different  places  as  well  as  the  f^m* 
juiJges.  it  could  not  lie  a  oecelfary  im- 
plication that  the  court  (hould  hav« 
more  than  one  clerk.  Long  before  a 
Legiflature  was  etablilhed  io  thit  ten* 
ritory  the  General  Court  exifted,  and 
the  bofinefs  of  It  has  been  done  by  one 
clerk  and  no  mure.  If  the  ordinance 
eflablifhed  more  than  one  cierltfhip  t« 
the  fame  court,  why  bav*  not  feveral 
been  ippointed  heretofore  ?  If  no  iocb 
•ffice  was  eOabliOied  by  that  iaftrumenr, 
|[|»^  til*  »uthorit;    to  &il   it  I  coulj 
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thff  ?*>"«<■  of  the  fxecuiv?  tn    lay  cfP 
couiities    and   appoint    magiftrates   aid 
oth  rofficeri  for  ihecoril'erv  no  i  of  the 
peace  and  pood  ord.T,  be  «p*.  i  to  an 
«ffice  not  apper'ainin^    to  a^uticular 
county  or  local  H  \t»  n;^l^c,  but  which 
is  inhe-eot  in   the   very    conft.tu'ion  ol 
the  coor.  ?   we  have  not  «he   oriimnce 
b'foe  us  and  tJo  no-  ni  an    fo    eiqviije 
whether  the  right  to  fill  thi^  offioe  reiuU 
ted  to  the  court  from   its   au  hority    to 
aA  as  a  court  or  to  the  executive   from 
•'her    provifions    of  that    sft.      If  we 
cooid  for  a  moment    indu'ge    the    ex- 
travagant luppofitiop,  ibat   coninry  to 
the  praftice  of    alt    courts    the    judges 
thereby  direified  ro  be  appointed,  fhould 
aft  without  a  clerki  th'-y  could  neither 
have  appointed  fuch  an  offic<  r,  nor  have 
fuffered  any  one  to  att  in  that  CTpicit/. 
There  is  then  a  Clerkfliip  or    office    of 
Clerk  and  only  one   fuch  office    tafi?l/ 
but  necefTarily  ircideni  to    the    copfti" 
fjtion  ot  the  General  Court,  not  only 
the  very  nature  of     he    four>,  and    the 
conftitui'ion  of     eve  y   o'lur    teriirorial 
tribunal  and  of  the    Fedetal    Judiciary 
!n  general     and    of    a  I    courts  in    the 
Uni.ed    States    (unlelS    vevy     peci)l:arly 
cooditoted)  hot  alfo  ihe  Uiil*"orm    p  ac- 
tice  under    the    ordinance    oenionOraio 
this-conftroftion  »o   be     the     f  i)e    one. 
Py  the  bill  under  confid  ration  the  exe* 
ctiitvc  is  to  appoiiK  not  a  cleik    i»   ibo 
..  .  r-   . 
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fuen-ra.}  court  (nhich  t«  f*y  the  letQ 
vould  not  be  a  rcry  neccffary  provi* 
Con  fince  theiris  an  incumhent  in  that 
office  1  itherto  recognized  as  iuch  and 
Tvho'ie  title  tnuH  be  as  good  at  any 
derived  under  (be  provifiori  of  this 
bill)  nor  a  clrrk  to  the  Supreme  Court 
eflabliihed  by  this  bill  but  a  cUrk  for 
each  county,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  the 
generah  eoort  would  fuffer  iti  pypers 
and-recorda  to  be  taken  out  et  the 
hands  of  the  clerk  ot  th:it  court  and 
difh  ibuted  in  certain  proportions  among 
ecrtaiu  county  officers  f  and  fuppofe 
the  prefect  incumbent  Thould  r'efign  or 
be,  in  whatfoevcr  manner  thii  may  be 
lawfully  done,  removed  from  his  office 
how  could  resignation  or  removal  from 
one  oflFiee  produce  any  other  effect  upon 
the  office  i'frtf  than  to  make  it  neccfla- 
ty  to  appoint  another  jierfou  to  fill  ii  * 
1  befe  cnuny  cJcrka  c;nrot  cotJcflivcly 
or  ind'vidujlly  either  fucceed  or  fup- 
plantthecleik  of  ihc  genera]  court,  we 
Lave  a  court  fully  e.'iablidied  and  or. 
gan.zcd  the  flyle  of  it  fettled,  its  c'erlt 
appointed  or  at  leall  recognised  :  It  the  i 

ordinance  Is  defeflive  or  not  fuffic'cnf  j 

ly  ntinute  in  it*  details    it  has  irceived  '. 

on  certain  points  a  pra^ical    rxposiiina  t 

on  which  we    are    neither    difpoled    to  " 

innovate  curfel*«'3  r.or  to  landtion  thrl*  *^' 

innovatioi  a  ■xh'uh  cannot  be  reconciled 
eit^e    with  the  received  or    true    con- 
,  ^uAioQ   of   that  inflrunient.      Vi'e  <f* 
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DOt  difclaim  the  Legiilative  a'rd  io  difo 
charge  of  our  fucfti«n»  but  that  ai4 
mun  bcextended  in  conforaiity  to  the 
nature  of  our  poweri  and  the  conscUu. 
tioa  of  the  tribunal  of  which  we  are 
membert. 

Since  writing  the  above,  havVng  had 
the  ordinanae  betere.  ui,  we  had  in. 
tended  to  have  been  more  explicit  on 
fome  paints  and  to  h^ve  introduced 
fome  netv  topics  ;  but  as  the  fame 
Members  who  applied  yefletday  for 
the  written  opinion  of  the  Judges  have 
repeated  the  application  this  morning 
accompanied  with  the  obfervaiion  that 
thebuGocfs  of  the  Legiilattire  wai  in  a 
great  meafure  fuspeiMted  until  this 
opinion  ihoulcl  be  communicated,  we 
will  not  detain  them  or  ourftlves  with 
a  fuither  examination  of  the  bill  in' 
^ueflion.  We  confidEr  it  cmmortly 
calculated  to  introduce  into  the  Ter< 
ritory  a  (late  of  conluHoo,  perhaps  ot 
anarchy  and  have  therefore  confidered 
it  not  inconnftenc  with  oar  duty  to 
cxprefi  this  opinion  and  to  fia-e  cur 
objections  to  the  pafT.ge  of  this  b  II  into 
a  law.  They  are  fubmitied  in  haste 
and  in  a  vary  imperfect  manner  to 
Legiflativeconfideraiion  but  it  fubflai)'- 
tially  well  founded  the  irnperfcAions  of 
Oyle  or  method  will  not  diminilh  their 
force  or  impair  the  validity  ot  an  »&  ef 
th«  General  Gvvemmenc  which  is  in 
tbe  p;iti4re  •i  9  coni^ItutioB  te  tbit  toptc 
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titory  QUI  in K  ihs  ckiftcnc*  of  ihe  prM>». 
cm  t.inporury  g<'Vernn.cnt  (aid  ia 
fome  rt(',  cits  beyond  ks  «antiDU..nct  ) 
Wi  have  r'0-.v  a  L'giit^tive  executive 
and  j  oi  •!  poMcr  ell:bl  ihed  t>]r  ihs 
U>i  t<<l  bu  IS  aiKi  iiilihtr  ol  tht*e  c»« 
be  dell  oyedir  intntijlly  ct-anged  bjr 
the  o'tei  tvio.  Tie  exIRecce  and 
oen«ral  po*trt  of  CuCh  it  de,  ived  (rom 
tliet'Oi*  lou  ce  and  tvhile  :t  ii^hedur^ 
of  e<>ch  to  i.tTiif  (he  re«t  according  to 
ilw  pow  ers  and  d Jtics  rrlpr Ai veiy  given 
SRd  rtfuliirg  ntiii.er  can  be  fuprtme, 
and  ihe  conliiiuuon  ot  each  mull  be 
preJe- Vf-d. 

We  are  ger.tlemen   very   rsfpcci* 
lully  your  ob'    Lrvinta 

J.  B.  Thoma^ 
Wm.  Sprigg. 

'  P.  S.  Wt  ri  grct  ih<  ablliice  oJ  Ja 'ge 
Grirv«i'l<.l  '  t  lUe  pril' nc  rrorncDt,  we 
h'Ve  wriit«n  10  bim  ad  ihould  we 
receive  hU  aiTwer  in  time  and  with 
authrriiy  10  m  Ue  this  ule  of  ic,  it  W(U 
be  lubmUied  lo  tbc  L  gialature. 
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The  Legislatures  AnArer  to  t!ie 

'  ohjections  made  by  the   Hon. 

JAIges  ThotnSs  and  Sprigg  to 

the   Law    ellablilhing    a    Su« 

preme  Court. 

GfiNTLEMEN. 

As' we  do  not  cfearly  p<;rceWe  the 
obj  £1  of  your  repeating  twice  in  the 
cofrimunicatioii  which  we  have  had  the 
^or)»r  to  rfctive  from  you,  that  your 
opinion  hjd  been  lolicited  by  the  legis* 
lature  *  we  confider  it  a  ji'dics  we- 
owe  to  tJurklves,  to  dchre  that  we 
fliould  not  have  thought  Ir  proper  to 
cillupo:ijoj  (01*2'^  fxtrajudicial  opin'- 
ion  upon  a  bill  wliich  had  polled  bocb 
houles^  had  you  not  volunteered  your 
obfervat'ons  and  obje£ilons  to  us  in  the 
firH  pljce,  and  ioiinia^  a  d .Tire  for 
further  Cv^nference.  ai.d  had  we  not  alio 
thought  that  by  your  reducing  the  ob- 
ferv)tiou»  you  had<  niade  to  wri'ten 
foim  it  would  be  more  lavo  able  to  rhat 
deliberation  we  were  willinf)  to  beftow 
on  the  (ubje^  fiam  a  delire  to  accom- 
modate aa  tar  as  me  p>'fiibly  could  con^ 
silenrly  with  the  duty  we  owe  to  q\u^ 
lelve^t  a::d  to  our  conilituents. 

Risdon  More, 

Speaker  of  (he  Huu  e  or  Koroci  i>tive(> 

Pierre  Menard, 

Ptesiucai  ot  ih«  CoaoaiV 


—     rtK^ 
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Ccv.  Edwards'  Address  to  the  Lt" 
gxdalkt  Ccuncil  and  House  of 
Represenlatives,  made  in  f^su- 
tnce  of  their  request  by  joint  reso- 
lulicn :  in  ansuer  to  Judges 
Thomas  and  Sprig's  oljectiom  to 
the  Laxu  establishing  a  Svpremt 
Court  for  Illinois  Territory. 


Fellow  Citizens  of  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  oi  Rep- 
refentatives. 

Oo  VVcdnefday  laff    I    received    lor 

my  approbation  and  Tjonturc  •  bill 
eutitkc)  in  "act  eOablilhing  a  Supreme 
court  tar  Illiogs  Terihory." 

Oil  the  fuccee^ing  Sjturday  evening 
a  joint  commiiie  from  your  honorable 
body-  prefented  me  a  letter  from  the 
honor»t>lc  Judges,  Thonia?  <nd  Spiipg 
•ddreflcd  "to  the  LrgiOature  of  lllinoi*" 
and  at  the  (ame  time  a  joint  refolution 
of  your  two  hou>s  atiu>rg  other  thing! 
requefting  my  opinion  in  wilting  upoo 
the  objeflioDS  to  the  paffjge  of  the 
afcrcfaid  bill  cociUioed  in  the  faid 
letter. 

Although  I  had  long  known  from 
the  prefentment*  of  Gtand  Juries  com* 
||o(ed  ot  fome  of  the  mod   rcfpcA^b^e 
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perfons  lo  oar  coantry  and  from  a  va- 
riety of  other  fources  that  a  change  in 
ihejadiciary  (yUem  by  abotiftiing'  tha 
courts  of  comnion  pleas  and  tra;)sfer- 
l«g  ihdr  duties  t«  the  fiiperior  judges 
b«J  been  detern4ncd  upon  .by  the 
people,  and  although  I  had  imtnedi- 
atety  after  the  commencement  of  your 
feflioii  afccrtaiaed  your  determination 
to  carry  fotne  Juch  plan  info  exscutioa 
yet  I  can  ntoft  traJy  declare  that  on 
no  occasion  have  I  ever  attempted  to 
influence  a  folitary  individual  to  fuch  a 
determination,  and  never  until!  ifter  ( 
had  been  informed  by  member*  of  your 

hoB^able  body    that   judges  Thomas 

ao4'»prigg  were    willing    to    execute 

fuch  a  kw  at  the  prefent   bill    contemn 

p'ates  had  I  the  leafi   agency   io    it  ia  '. 

any  way  wha'evev. 

.    f  am  not  however  infenfible   of  the  > 

weight  of  refposfibility  which  this  cafe  i 

under  all  its  circotBOancesfeems  to   be 

likely  to  devolve  upon  me  as    a    com-  ^^L 

ponent  part  of  the    L'>gitlature,   and  '^^W 

excentric  as  the  cafe  really  appears   to  ^TF 

be,  I  (ball  not  hefitate  to  comply    with 

your  request ;  ia  which  while    I    maft 

•ti  the  feedom  neccffary  to  inveftiga*- 

tioD.     I  hope  to  obferve  all    the  deco- 

rom  and  lefped  wbiclvis  lo  juftly   due  '  ^^bL 

to  the  occasion  and  iincerely  do  1  regret  "  ^^^^B 

that  my   indifporitiot/f tenders  me    (of"'*  4 

.   Illy  quillified  to  do  juaico  to    the  fub»  i 
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The  1acigti»ge  of  th«  fudges  in  »he 
eoiiclufion  ot  their  adilrefi,  ilieir  a«> 
kncwiedgemcnt  of  the  independence  of 
the  ihree  ceirdinate  deparcRiencs  of 
thii  governnifiiT,  and  ihs  inferenca 
thence  deduced,  that  eich  ought  (o 
confine  itfelf  within  Ih-'  proper  {phcrc 
of  it*  legitimate  authority,  would  war- 
rant me  in  cocluding  if  indeed  their 
word*  were  not  otherwife  fufficienily 
explicit,  that  their  o^j-jclioni  to  the 
padagc  of  the  bill  in  queHion  are  pre^ 
dica:ed  upon  the  w.int  of  power  ••ily 
in  the  L  gifl  itur  — a.id  in  that  point  of 
view  I  Hull  proceed  to  cooaider 
them. 

In  th^ir  firft  obj^ftlon  they  Rati  that 
"  if  this' were  merely  a  bill  to  rh-»nge 
the  sfyle  of  the  general  court  we  (hould 
djem  it  oSj  ^lO-.i  bl»  on  principle  ari 
inco.itenicDi  in  pi^fiice."  Lu*  to  me 
it  is  inconcrivable  how  a  cliapg"  merelv 
nominal,  sn  I  no  v.vaytfub  tantiil.  crul.l 
be  f>.ppiled  to  violi.e  prirc  pie— the 
appellation  ot  a  cojrt  may  fom  ti;nf», 
be  very  abfurJ,  but  it  can  neiihcr  add 
to  nor  dim'^niUi  iliepo-vcrs  wiih  which 
it  is  othirwife  invcs'ed.  In  fome  of 
the  nates,  coords  orginii  d  like  \our 
courts  of  coal  moo  pls4J,  ard  pf  (Tiffin  g 
fimil  ir  jariMiiftion,  are  called  qua-tir 
1  ScfD  )n«,  county  court?,  or  circuit  court, 
iA-  and  if  yoj  bellying  one  ol  ibe  larttr 
applla'ions  td  be  more  appropriate 
were  to  adopt  it  ia  l.eu  ot  the    pocfeui 
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flyle  of  the  court  of  cotmnoo  pica*  wiih- 
out  fur;  her  altera cion,  it  v^'oaid  cer- 
tainly be  no  rr.ore  objeflional^e  upon 
principle  (.icccrdirg  to  ray  cotxip'ehen- 
fjon  ot  the  terms)  than  if  you  were  to 
call  a  Ton  John  in  preference  to 
Thomas.  * 

Detlaiing  however  as  the  jodgcsdo 
•',  thai  the  ordinance,  the  lawa  of  con«  • 

gi-efs,  and  tli^ir  commissions,  point 
out  the  crurt  that  is  to  b«    constiiiited  j 

by  them."  their  objection  to  the    ftyle  ' 

given  Sy  .'he  present  bill  Teems    to     be 
the  more  •xtraorci.inarv  and  unsubstan- 
tial, since  it  13  evidently  rr.ore  ccnfor-  \ 
mable  to  ibofe     authorities      than  any  y 
other,  and  is  ill  no    rcipect     wha.ever, 
inconsistent  v^  iih  any    exposition     that 
has  ever  been  jtiven    to     either,    inas-     __ 
much  as  the  ordinace,  and  their   com-   '*'"' 
missions  are  silent  as  to     any       epithet  ', 
of  distinction,  while  the  law    ot     con*                                h 
gress  explicitly  terms  them  "  Supreme                                I 
Judjics",  and  the  laws  of     the    North-                                ' 
weQero,  of  the    Indiana,    and     of    this 
Territory  all  concur    in     defining    the 
court  ot   which  their    honors    fpeak  to 
bs  "  a  Supreme  Court",    thereby    ren*" 
dering  a  ly  additional  flyie   fuperfluou^  \ 
or  at  least  unn;ceftiry.  i 

Speaking  of  their  court  as  establiflied 
bv  a  higher  authority,   than  that  of  our 
Legislature  they  s  iy  it  haa  a' way s  boroe 
iLe  style  of  the  general  coutt 
D 
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A  correction  of  tliit  erro-,  or  an  ex" 
amioaiion  of  this  statement,  would  nOl 
be  deemed  nccefsary  but  for  the  pur" 
pofe  of  fliewing  the  real  origin  of  tfic 
style  of  which  ihey  appear  to  be  tena* 
cious,  and  the  authority  by  which  it 
wat  created.  It  cenaialy  derived  it« 
exiaterce  only  from  a  law  of  the 
Northweftern  Teir-tory,  and/  believe 
the  doctrine  that  one  Legislature  caa 
afstime  fuch  omnipotent  power,  ai  (• 
bind  a  fubfequent  one  with  equal  au» 
thority,  in  fuch  cafes  as  the  prefenr, 
if  ic  ever  existed,  has  long  since  beea 
exploded.  No  such  question  can  how. 
ever  arife  in  this  cafe,  becaufe  a  law  of 
copgrefs  amendatory  of  the  ordinance 
Vrfted  the  governor  and  Judges  with 
.,Mt  power  to  repeal  any  of  the  laws, 
which  they  had  a^i^ted  and  the  ordi« 
nance  expressly  declares  that  after  the 
erganizttion  of  a  general  aftemhiy 
Within  the  Tec ritory,  •♦The  Legifli- 
turc  Ihillhavc  auihoriiory  to  alter  the 
laws  adopted  bjr  the  Governor  and 
judges  as  they  fhall  ihink  fit." 

There  cann<  ttliercforc  be  any  doubt 
that  (he  Governor  and  Judges  had  the 
right  to  repeal  tiie  law  ahuded  to.  or 
tliai  the  Legi«;ainre  which  fucceeded 
ihcm  hid  authority  to  alter  or  modify 
it  — and  if  the  law  itsrif  had  been  repeal' 
cd,  1  prefumc  it  will  not  be  contend- 
ed that  the  stj  le  of  the  court  which 
w«t  «hc!ly  dfpcDcient  upon  it,    weald 
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sot  have  ceafcd  toexUt* 

If  ihen  ihe  powtr»  of  thU  LeglsU^ 
ture  are  not  iofcnor  to  thufe  of  that 
which  emitted  in  the  Northwestern 
Territory,  can  there  be  a  doubt  of 
Jour  authwiiy  to  repeal  any  of  youp 
Uwi  {  and  U  you  were  to  repeal  all 
the  laws  in  relation  to  the  general 
Court,  what  then  would  be  the  style  cf 
that  court  whi.h  their  honors  fjy  has 
been  eftablilhed  by  a  higher  authority 
than  this  Legiflaiure  I 

Their  next  objections  are,  that  the 
bill  coi.tc;nplate«  two  grades  of  courts, 
and  that  the  Supreme  Court  tannot  he 
localized  to  counties  though  Sitptetae 
therein. 

I  n  fupport  of  ihefe  objections  great 
reliance  feeros  to  be  placed  upon  the 
ordinance,  «kich  they  say  has  estab- 
lifhed,  the  court  of  which  they  are 
locmbers,  and  though  i  hey  admit  thac 
it  is  defective,  or  not  foffiriently  minute 
in  its  detai!s,  ytt  they  fay  "  It  ha»  re- 
ceived oo  certain  points  a  practical  expO' 
sHi»n,  which  we  are  nei'her  dispi.fed  -o 
innovate  ourfdves,  nor  to  fancrion 
thofe  innovations  wh'ch  cannot  he  le, 
conciled  with  either  the  rtcfivcd  or  true 
conOruction  ol  that  iu(tiu;nent  ;"  and 
•■.  they  have  alfo  decUrerf,  "  that  ihejr 
consider  the  bill  in  queOioneminf  ntif 
calculated  to  introduce  into  the  terriio- 
ry  a  state  of  confusion,  ptrhsp?  of  an» 
aicb).'*     It  lee tns  to  be  important    to. 


82 


TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 


s' >«?*•.»*■<' 


flirw  (if  it  can  be  done)  that  ih'offc  f»* 
tal  confequencct,  fo  much  to  be  dcprc" 
cated,  w  II  refuh  more  from  an  innova- 
tion on  •♦  the  practical  fxporulon"  t^atw 
ii»»  "  on  certain  poin's'*  been  given'  to 
the  orHlnace,  and  a  departcr;  froin 
its  hitherto  "  received  corftirctten*' 
on  t^'e  part  of  the  Jo.'ges  ;  than  trotn 
ter\y  fuch  act  or  ditpofliion  on  the  part 
cf  the  Legislature.  This  I  fltJill  el*' 
Umpt  t )  IheiiT  by  a  bri*f  review  of  foma 
cf  l)c  Ira  lirg  features  of  the  bill  \tr 
qucilion,  and  by  a  reference  to  the  or-* 
dinancc  knd  to  -.he  practice  under  it. 

Ih;  prefent  bill  wat  certainly  plaoj 
ned  •  in  a  fpirit  of  conciliation,  and 
w;th*  vif»/  to  rendt  r  the  duties  asrgn" 
ed  to  ih-  judges  as  light,  and  as  little 
oppiffllve  ai  pofliWe  ;  contemplating 
th  It  tjihof  them  fhoiild  have  a  cir_ 
cuit  of  two  counties  only,  in  each  of 
utiich  he  (hould  hold  tvro  courts  in  th«" 
)car,  and  that  for  the  poipofe  of  re.-' 
vifitig,  or  *corred?ng  any  erroneoui 
decilion:;  thjt  fnfght  fikc  plaee.  that 
rtiey  or  a  majori  y  of  them,  fliooid  at' 
tend  at  the  fcjt  ot- government  ai  they 
»»e  rieiw'reqjired  by  law  to  do.  Bui" 
fcfir^  a»arc  :liat  tome  ohj'ftions  might 
fce  made,  to  diffrrent  grades  of  courts,' 
and  he'ievirg  that  the  f-me  court, 
ikigfir,  be  rt  quired  to  hold  i:f  fcfGons 
81  teilT-'ri'nt  times  andplices,  they  have 
put  it  In  the  power  of  t"i»e  judge  a, 
(^Uicr  toact'ss  though    it    were    oiio 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY 


83 


(«  .) 


court  only,  by  ading  alUogether,  or    to 
divide  the  duiies  among  ihemfelves.  a-* 
art  leparstely— either  ot  wliicli   it    aj*- 
pears  from  the  words  of  the  bill  w<%l 
meet  the  wifhei   and    fulfill   the  in:eu- 
tions  ot  the  L^giO-iture.      But  cootider*. 
ed  in  either  poin-  ci  view  it  leetns  to  be 
thought  by  tieir  honors  equally  a    vio- 
lation of  the  ordinance,  the    words    of 
which  as  tar   as  they  are    applicable    to 
th  8  cafe  arc  thit  "tnere  fhall  be  appoitj- 
ted  a  court  to  confist  ot    three    J  iclj»c$ 
who  fhall  have  a  common  lawjarisJic- 
•jion."     But  ho-w,  -when,  or  where,    that 
jurifdiftion  ia    to   be   exerciled     it     not 
pointed  out,  and  therelore  it  is   fobjctt 
to  the  tnod'fi.-ation  and  direflion  of  the 
territorial  lcgifl"ture--If  this  were    not 
the  cafe,  and  the  claufe  above    recited. 
were  to  be  conf*ru?d  according  to    th« 
Dice,  technical  rules   of  l>w.    it  would 
from  their  beirg  no  Iimitarion  prelcri- 
bed  oblige  the  judges  to  take  cognizince 
of  all  causes  at  common    Uw    tiowever 
inconfiderable    the    amount— and      it 
wojld    folUw    that    no  otlier   tiiaonal 
eould  be  conQituted  by  you  witii    cot 
current  jurildiction  in    any    defcripioo 
ofthofe  cales,  for  it  is  a  well  eai^liUi- 
ed  maxim  ot  law  that"(3jeciio  ur.sus  eft 
exclufio  alterius.' 

It  Is  howiver  evident  to  me  that  con* 
grefs  inte.ided  merely  to  appoint  and 
piy  the  Judges  Icaviog  it  to  ths  t;r- 
ruoriil  legilUiu.e    to   adopt,    or  farna 
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fuch  B  judiciary  ryl^em,  a>  they  might 
#>nci:ive  would  be  mod  conJuc'we  to 
%ie  public  incereit— for  if  congrefs  had 
i^ended  to  perfect  the  enablilhaienc 
and  organization  of  the  court,  it  ia 
fairly  lo  be  prcTumed,  tlicy  would  have 
been  more  explicit  upon  the  lubject-^ 
tnd  this  coaiiructioo  it  the  more  ration* 
il,  becaufe  the  next  fucceeding  clauf;, 
(eema  to  be  well  calculated  to  lupply 
(he  nianiteil  deficiency,  by  making  it  the 
duty  ot  the  (iovernor  and  Judges  or  a 
majority  of  them  "to  adopt  fuch  law  s  of 
the  original  Oates  a*  might  be  ncccc 
iry,  and  beft  faited  to  tUc  ci;cjmlla.i~ 
ffe«  of  the  territory.*' 

Many  of  ihi  Hates  had  judiciary  fyt' 
lemscqtuliy  a3 liable  to  tne  objections 
of  the  judgcj  »«  the  one  iinJer  conaid- 
tratioii,  and  Ccveral  of  them  had  fucli 
•t  were  very  analognut  to  it.  Could 
not  the  Governoi  and  Judges  hava 
adopcad  any  of  them  {  iuppofe  they 
could  have  obtaiced  none  but  the  fys* 
tern  of  Pennfylvania,  the  general  court 
lylicm  of  Ketiu^ky,  or  that  of  ti.e 
fuperior  court  ot  TeoneH'ec  or  Georgia 
(all  of  which  poiie's  features  very 
much  resembling  he  present  bill)  could 
they  not  haveadopted  one  of  thefe  I 
and  if  indeed  they  though'  it  "the  bell 
tutted  to  the  circumttancci  of  ii;e  ter- 
rkory"  would  ii  not  have  beeo  iheir 
Jury  to  have  adopted  it  in  preierence  to 
2oy  other  i  of  ibis  ilicre    caa     bo    as 
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doubtt  and  most  certainly  It  would  not 
bave  kren  improper  In  ihe  judges,  or  a 
violation  of  the  ordinance  tor  them  <o' 
have  executed  any  law  wtiich  if  wa* 
or  mipht  have  been  their  duty  to  adopt. 
And  the  aaihority  of  the  legifliiiure  "to 
alter  as  ihey  (bouid  think  fit"  anjr 
adopted  la«v,  demonftraces  that  your 
pav  er  is  not  left  than  theirs  was. 

This  i=  alFo  the  "'practical  expofirlon'* 
and  the  "received  coi^ru^ion"  of  the 
ordinance  on  this  very  point,  for  «• 
find  (hat  the  Governor  and  Judfres  of 
the  North  WeOern  iprritcry  actually 
adoptf d  the  law  of  Peontylvania,  hf 
mhicfi  the  jof'pcs  Wf  ri*  boord  to  hold 
the  general  cf>urt  ir.tuo  diftrtr.t f>iacft . 
Cirtuit  ciMttsiH  couiitttt  andeoitfts  of  Oyer 
ondTerminer  or  Jail  dtin:*rj.  The  lawa 
thus  adopted  wt re  riquirrd  to  be  (ub- 
n^itted  to  Ccrgrtf*  for  their  approba. 
lion,  ard  ihough  the  fame  lyllem  with 
diffeient,  but  not  very  rraterial  niodifi- 
catiors,  has  exifled  fcf  many  jeara  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  ever  been 
difapproved  by  that  body^but  we  find 
ihfm  expreffly  lecognizing  the  Cinvil 
Ccurti  by  providing  fpcciCcally  for  the 
experces  of  liic  jvdges  in  atiencing 
then). 

1  he  law    of    Indiana     Territory    id 
force  <^hen  this    ws»     cr(£)ed      into    • 
frpatate  goverrn^ent  —  ?rd    uhen    Ai  §t 
first  judges  were  cmir  ffioned,  alfo  le- 
qiiired  iLcm  to  atttr.d  {e  gtnetal  tturt. 
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citertit  eourtj  in  counties,  and  eoutis  of  Oyer 
aid  Itrmi  er. 

Tl  e  coi)()ru£lion  given  to  tlie  ordi» 
nance  in  both  the  tcrri-oiies  of  •h'ch 
we  have  foripcd  an  in  egral  par',  wr.« 
ciTtainlv  acquiefccd  in  by  tlir  Governor 
and  |udpc5  of  il.is  trrri.ory,  as  is  evi- 
dent tioni  I  heir  ( flicial  »f,i  -form  tl;e 
year  1809  tliey  orginizid  a  general 
court  ID  let  in  Kitkisltia  and  count  cj 
common  fleas  in  (hi  aunt  in  la  he  boldin  by 
ibe judges  with  a  ieparate  cleik  :o  cacti 
court.  In  tliC  r.me  year  it  w  s  de<tned 
•dvifab'c  to  ch<in(!e  tlie  f\ltnn.  1  h« 
common  r'eat  wf  re  aboliflicd,  and  the 
pcncral  court  was  required  t>  be  brli 
hi:cea  \faT  in  tie  ccuinics  of  Randvipb 
rtnrf  6r.  C/«ir which  vveie  ell  that  then 
txidcc*,  &  the  juiisdiciion  of  that  court 
was  in  each  cour.ty  linii.cd  to  the 
bouncs  tlitreof.  In  thcle  n.ea(urt«; 
Judpe  Thomas  concurred,  and  indeed 
at  the  rcfpeflive  times  ol  ti-.eir  adcptict; 
1  knew  of  no  dif|tDtiog   vice^ 

Under  a  law  ct  Conpircf*  cganiziog 
the  povernlDent  of  Niiflouri  Territory, 
recognizing  three  Sopt  rior  Jt-dgcs  ap- 
pointed by  ihe  Prefideot  and  Ssn.-.te  of 
U.  S  as  explicitly  as  our  ordinaocu 
dees,  the  LegiOatitre  of  that  territory 
witliout  any  greater  power*  in  tl  at 
rffptft  than  you  polTels,  h^vc  required 
rfie  luperior  court  to  be  held  in  every 
county,  within  each  .of  which  its  juris- 
cii^oo  u  loca|z;:d,  and  the  judges  or 
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a  majority  of  item  have  decided  tliat 
tho  law  U  valid,  anU  hnve  determined 
to  execute  it.  . 

Without  refering  to  anaioesout  /}* 
e«fe3  in  some  ^  tlie  States,  1  tru  t  I 
have  already  faid  enougti  to  »Jovince 
you  that  on  the  points  which  I  have 
so  far  endeavored  to  inveftigate,  you 
HFC  not  jaflly  chargable  wiih  innova-  * 
ting  eitheir  the  •*  [tactical  rxpnsition" 
or  '•  received  construction"  ot  the  or~ 
dinance,  and  it  will  doubtlefs  be  to 
you  a  fourcfi  of  felicitation  that  the 
judges  In ve  declared  that  they  thetn^ 
selves  have  no  disposition  to  nLikeluch 
ionovaiionj. 

They  al  o  say  that  "  an  appeal  from 
the  lame  court  to  the  fame  i«  a  8o!ecism." 
But  if  this  me  furi  can  julHy  bjjfonsi-  tg 
dered  benefici.il  (without  which  it  is  to 
be  prefumed  yoo  would  not  have  a^ 
dopted  it.)  I  believe  it  will  be  \ery 
difficult  for  them  to  eflablifh  that  it  is 
an  infractio.i  of  the  ordinance.  Any 
fyftem  which  gives  to  the  lame  covirc 
original  and  hnal  jtirisdiction  is  neither 
perfect  nor  very  u«ual.  But  owing 
to  the  peculiar  citcumttancet  cf  the 
territory  it  way  be  found  impractica- 
ble to  eftablifh  any  other.  it  there. 
fore  become*  prudent  to  guard  b«  tar 
at  poflible,  againfl  thofe  defects  that  are 
inherent  in  fuch  a  fyftem.  Thefe  in 
part  codsIbc  of  hany  decieioos,  tome- 
& 
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tin'.e'ij;iycn  from  necffliiy  •Ttrra  jury 
is  fworn,  and  ai  bthcp     limt*     without 

^,  "    'raticn,  or  a  rtifficicnt  oppor- 

confuUit'g  :^horltic«  upon 
;.  A.''(<  (o  obviate  any  ilt 
ces  that  might  clherwife  ic» 
iioir — it  liis      been     detnifd 

,3l  aJvil«>>>ie  to  decline  th»t  <he  Jui'gcs  up* 
on  cbe  appl:c^tion  of  a  party  who  fupr 
poPcs  bimielt  agtievei),  flikll  ?ccordirj; 
to  ijie  fofBM  piefcribed  by  law,  re. 
vile  ihtk  own  jud^nieni*.  A.  d  I  be- 
lieve ih<rc  arc  le«*  judjies  who  *i  I  ntt 
adoiic  that  their  dfcisiont  would  be 
much  more  Mvtiy  to  be  correct  upon  a 
review  oHIcm  at  a  fixed  pKice  favor, 
able  10  the  production  of  the  greair(t 
^  iiiimba|  of  books,  and  to  the  sblrft 
ir.vtfli^lion,  &  where  ihey  would  alfo 
be  fiee  frcm  all  the  rmbarrndments 
c'tendjot  ppon  jury  trials.  Tiicfe  are 
conflderaiions  that  (Irongly  reccm.. 
nend  the  meafore-*-iio  appeal  can  be 
allowed  but  '.n  thofccalcs  in  which  it  at 
preicot  exiiit.  By  icquirirg  the  p  .r- 
ty  conipLininp  to  puiiue  the  ordinary 
lcrm«,  you  subject  bini  to  the  colts  and 
liacn^igei  prefciibed  by  law;  suflicicat 
locoriccta  rcere  luigeotjs  dUpofition, 
and  in  no  injtaoce  ,  can  a  plaUiliflT  be 
longer  t'ol.iyed  than  under  existing 
ifgaUtiors.  A»  tlirn  this  n.c;  fi-re- 
proroifes  foinclut-aiantial  good  at  lea^t," 
end  is  prcdixtivf  cfiio   injury  irs  being 

f,     d«nomi>)aied  a  lul^-^'^  -   ■  i.'  i.in  to  be 
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fitffident  to  pi  event  itt  adoption.  And 
itideed  it  li  u  reconcilable  to  commoa 
'  fente,  as  Ifttemi  ttiit  have  been  (anc- 
tioned  by  LegtiUttiret  of  (he  greatest 
iatclligence,  tor  thee  are  fome  at  leatt 
that  requiie  the  fame  judge*  to  consti* 
ture  circuit  and  Supreme  Courts,  ia 
tbe  latter  ol  which  they  can  fet  ia 
judgment  and  give  the  catling  voice  oa 
decisions  they  had  tnade  in  the  for. 
mer  ;  nor  is  the  provisioi^in  this  bill 
a*  novel  as  seems  to  be  suppofed,  for 
we  fiod  that  by  the  laws  of  Georgia 
a  power  is  fpecially  giveo  to  the  Su> 
preme  Court  to  co-rect  its  own  crrort 
and  a  party  diflatisfied  with  the  ver. 
diet  of  a  jury  may  m  a  matter  of  right 
enter  an  appeal  in  (he  Clerk's  office  at 
any  rime  within  four  days  after  the 
adjouroment  of  the  court. 

The  objection  feemt  to  be  more  to 
form  than  fubstance  br  there  has  pro" 
bably  never  been  a  court  that  has  not, 
in  one  way  or  anoTITbr  revised  iis  o*a 
decifioni,  (his  power  the  judges  at  pre* 
-fent  poflefi,  its  cxercile  howevei  do- 
pfodi  upon  t'leir  own  ditcrrtion,  and  if 
tbe  LegiQaiure  ihinlc  it  bed  to  regulate 
it  by  fixed  rul  a.  or  that  it  i«  more 
coofjteot  with  justice  to  give  to  their 
Ftrlluw-Citizen*  at  a  matter  of  right, 
that  which  the  j"dges  may  legally 
gr.<nt  or  retufe  them  ut  a  mere  matj 
ter  of  discretion  i  It  cannot  in  any 
iDaoDcr  that  1  cao  conceive  of  pottialjr 
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violate  iny  claute     io    (tie    ordinance 
nh  ch  it  a'l  chat  I  attempt    to    prove. 
Ifhowc>er,  the  two  gradei   of   courts' 
cxiic,  as  their  hoaora  ruppufe,  and  ibef 
are  not  dispofed  to  innovate  the  *'  prac- 


of  the  nrdi 


t'CJl  expoaiti< 

•'  received  cooflroction"  the    ^objectioo  ' 

«ill    not  be  found  to  exist. 

Their  lad  objection  is  (o  the  appoiot. 
tnent  of  a  p^raliiy  of  Cleik;,  or  of 
one  for  eaX  ecu  ,ty  in  which  (h.  court 
is  directed  to  beheld.  And  io  fup' 
port  of  this  objectioQ  they  fay  "  If  the 
oidinance  establiOied  more  than  one- 
Clcrkftiip  to  the  fame  court,  why  have 
not  (everal  been  appointed  heretofore  ? 
If  no  iuch  office  iras  establiflied  hy 
that  inflrument  wiience  the  authority 
to  fill  it  f 

If  their  honor  I  mean  to  prove  by 
Ihofe  tnterrogatcriea,  that  the  Legit- 
laiure  cannot  create  more  than  one 
Clerkllbip  becauf?  the  ordinance  ha« 
eftabliflied  om.  I  would  afk  if  the  fame 
teafoi'ii'g  will  not  prove  that  you  can. 
not  enjhlifh  any  cou't  whatever  uith 
co'Ktno ,  law  junsditticH  F  ]a  the  one 
calc  ihcy  say  the  ordinance,  though 
fiUnt  upoo  thr  fubjict  has  by  necctsary 
implication  eDsbuflied  a  clerkfliip. 
Ill  the  other  it  h^s  explicitly  declared 
that  there  (hall  be  s  court  with  (om' 
mon  law juriididton.  Whence  tl^en  is  the 
9U>hoiity  3Ccor(]ing  to  their  lessoning 
to  cRabtifh  ao)-  other  ooe  i     Tbet e  are 
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no  expf  efs  retlrictions  upon  you  in  eim 
ther  cafe.  If  then  you  have  tht  p«¥h''f 
•r  to  connitote  a  court  of  cominoa 
pleas  to  lefsen  or  divide  the  duties  of' 
ihe  court  eftabJilhed  by  the  ordinance 
Have  you  not  equal  authority  to  cre<- 
■tean  additional  clerkQup,  to  lefsen  or 
diviJe  the  duties  of  the  one  alfo  estab* 
littied  by  the  same  instriHnsnt  pro- 
vided yqp  Oiould  canSider  the  measure 
*'  necefury  and  be!l  suited  to  the  cir- 
curaatanccs  ot  the  twrhory"?  upon 
principle  it  is  pertectly  immaterial  hoiv 
you  divide  the  duties  of  the  lalicr, 
whether  yoD  make  them  equit  or  un*' 
equal,  for  the  argument  of  ih-.ir  honors, 
is  that  you  cannot  eftablidi  an  addi'* 
tional  clerk(hip  unJer  any  ciodificatton 
whatever  "  because  the  office  is  miiMS- 
terial;  and  if  the  clerk  cannot  do  all 
the  bjllnefs  bimfelf  be  may  employ  as 
many  deputies  as  he  chufes."  t 

They  dlledge  that  "not  only  the  very 
natare  of  the  court,  and  the  conflitu- 
tion  of  every  gtlier  territorial  tribunal, 
aod  of  the  federal  judiciary  '•  in  general 
and  of  all  courts  in  the  U.  S.  (unlefs 
very  pacticularly  conflituied)  demon- 
ftrates  their  conflruftion  to  be  the  true 
one." 

It  is  I  think  very  probable  that  in 
many  ot  the  cafes  alluded  to,  tliere  raajr 
be  but  one  clerk  to  each" court,  but  this 
it  rather  an  evidcuce  that  one 
bu   beeo    coaQJered    fuiRclenc,    than 
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proof  of  the  want  ut  Leftiflitiv^  powrr 
to  create  more  1  hi  J :  csfe.t  hovtever 
carry  whh  (lein  no  auU  o  iiy  w  Ufiihrjr 
can  be  (hewn  lo  b  -  aiiiili!)>oiis  in  iheir 
circuniftunce4  to  I  e  pref. nt  bilU  i  (iuH 
]  have  already  proved  ftiit  t  e  "true" 
u  well  »i  "fec.-i»td  101  (Irudlioii"  ot 
the  ordin.iiicr,  wou!(l  have  auihoiized 
the  a  'option  r>i  th  ;  jud'ciarjr  iyflem  ot 
Georgia  (which  rfquiiCt  the 
fupe  lor  court  to  ^e  held  i«lce  a  year  in 
every  county  io  iheflacc)and  Ihai  you 
have  the  rinht  to  require  (he  judges  to 
holJ  their  court  at  more  pt^cct  ihao 
one. — InOance*  theiefore  where  a  court 
is  held  at  one  place  only,  can  never  be 
conGdered  as  spph'cable  to  ihe  piefcot 
cafe,  becaufe  io  ilie  former  there  is 
neither  the  fame  i'ca{on,  nor  niceiSty 
tor  bavidg  two  or  more  cleika.  I3u( 
in  Georgia  and  Ohio  theie  it  a  clerk  ro 
the  Supreme  court  in  every  corny.  In 
Tenneflee  the  fupcrior  court  was  and 
I  believe  flillis  hJd  uc  th:ee  diflrrent 
placet  and  hat  frparate/lerks  at  each  ; 
ijmilar regulat'ons  ck>'^  at  I  am  intor' 
med  in  oilier  flatcs,  and  in  Miliuuri 
Territory  where  the  fuprrior  court  it 
edablilheJ  by  a  lavv  of  Conjrre't,  and 
where  the  o'Jc£>ion  now  under  con* 
Sderaiion,  would  u;'>ply  with  equal  or 
greater  force,  there  lias  been  elUbliOi. 
ed  a  fepar^'c  Clei  klhtp  to  that  court 
la  eacb  cou.)t>  under    rcgui^ticnt   pie'> 
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ci'e'f  fimiUf  to  ihofe  eoiUtined   in   the 
prelent  bi'l. 

The  hiiherto  "received  conflrjc- 
tion"  of  the  ordinance  in  t^ia  tcriitory 
was  that  a  plotalitv  of  clerkflvps  could 
becrsateJ,  for  in  \h\--  opinion  the  three 
judges  who  conHitutcd  the  court,  pre- 
vious to  the  acpoi'itnent  of  Judge 
Sprigg  all  c  rciiricd  upon  (everal 
rcpeaed  argtimeuis  a-  diff.  rent  times 
an  I  pl^ce;  as  .«  journal  now  in  my  pos* 
(  ffun  wi'l  flifw  ;  and  indeed  it  wa» 
wi  h  fonie  furpfizcthat  I  found  Judge 
Tl  omjs  rtferiiig  to  the  cale  of  the 
court  at  Cjliokia  as  in  that  very  cafe, 
he  mt  0!,ly  wifiied  to  elfabliflj  a  fi.-par- 
ate  clcrklh  p,  but  iong  and  often  niaia- 
tained  the  opinion  that  if  could  be  le- 
gally done,  and  that  the  (jovernor  ar.d 
Judge*  tho'Jgh  vrlUd  with  power  to 
legill  te  sab  -alo  cnly,  and  iimitted 
to  the  avio^M).!  ot  laws,  were  compe- 
tent to  d  1  wivcn  without  being  ableio 
find  (uch  a  lav  in  any  ftstc. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  power  to 
adopt  laws  Iror.i  any  ot  the  Hates,  and 
not  from  parti L^||ir  ones  only,  the 
aut!]ori  y  of  *  ;f  ^^  '^lUire  to  alter  thera 
•'as    '  k    fii'     and  ihcir 

o  Itn  i    led  in  the     ordit 

>    ;    "receivcn  conRruct 
can  lie  alcertained,   all 
t  J  ours  is  the  cor- 
li  inllrument,  aod 
o  ;»e    a    plu* 


niore,  as  v  ri,  , 
tion"  as  f?ir  a^  i: 
combin-  : 
rcc>  coni! 
\\^^.  •  '■•■ 


94 


TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 


raljty  of  citikfhips  It  ihey  are  "ntfcefla- 
ry  and  bef)  fahed  to  the  ciroumUaocca 
o#^the  territory."  •  '^ 

That  they  are  f*,-recm8  to  be  as  ca^ 
pacile  of  detnOoftiation  as  any  ptopc 
fttion  in  Euclid. 

Soppofe  ilie  Inferior  coons  had  not 
be«n  ellabliliied,  or  had  been  abdifh^d 
as  is  now  ronicmplaied  whilf)  this  was 
a  pait  of  the  NorihiveHern  territory  • 
Wjiat  monflrous  oppreffions  rotid  have 
been  pi  educed,  by  obliging  the  whole 
people  to  have  gone  to  the  office  of  a 
linple  clerk  for  a  wi  It  to  redrefs  the 
molt  outrageous  grievance  ?  How  ia~ 
convenient  and  expenfive  wotild  ic 
even  now  be  to  compcll  all  our  fellow 
citizeas  to  come  to  tiie  feat  of  govern* 
tnent  for  every  fpecies  ot  procel*  ?  and 
how  much  more  iu  tnight  it  now  have 
been  if  the  war  had  not  prevented  the 
fettlcments  at  Prahie  du  <^«n,  Green 
Bay,  Pcuria,  aird  otber^Paees  from 
extending  themfelvet? 

The  convenience  of  the  people,  and 
a  cheap  and  fpecdy  adminillratioa  of 
^J^  juflice  are  the  princi|||^  objefls  in  re- 
quiring the  court  to  hold  iti  lenioiis  in 
the  dilfereot  couniic*,  in  which  aifo 
the  Time  confideratioiis  or  a  part  of 
them  at  loali  reniJet-  ic  sa  cbvioufly 
proper  and  nccrifary  that  tl  ere  fljould 
be  feparaie  clerk's  ofliccs.  I'ul  tborgb 
th*tt  an  no  nicrj  contimflnied  by  the  crdt. 
»aixc,  tbaii  icpar.Ut  cleib,  ytt  their  hon* 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY 


95 


H».. 


o-s  fif  the  duties  of  iliem,  might  be 
pei  formed  by  deputte*,  as  was  done 
when  the  general  court  was  held  at 
Cahokia  and  Katkaskia  and  had  a  fepa- 
r.its  olfije  at  each  place.  But  i>  this 
eit  ler  just  in  itfelf,  or  expedient  io  re' 
g  ird  to  the  public  ? 

It  is  evident  that  no  ons  clerk  could 
execute  the  duties  of  ths  o3i:e  in  all 
the  cDuntles  and  furely  he  ought  not  to 
be  paid  for  labour  wholly  pei  formed 
by  another-^Nor  is  ic  to  be  prefumed 
thit  he  could  make  a  mo<e  Jjdicio'js 
feleftion,  than  the  conJIituted  authori^ 
ties,  or  tliat  he  could  fjr  a  pat  tot  ths 
profits  only  employ  perfons  a;  well 
qjalified  and  ae  deferv  og  ot  truft  aa 
thofe  who  could  be  engaged  for  tlie 
undivided  em3tuments  cf  (be  oflice. 

In  concluding  my  rtmarks  I  beg 
leave  to  remind  you,  ti  at  as  \  ou  have 
witnefled  the  fevere  ir.difpofition  tbac 
now  «flii5ls  me  and  which  has  preyed 
upon  me  for  months  I  fljt'.er  iii,>klf 
tliat  your  liberality  will  ^nik^  the  pro- 
per allowances  for  the  many  imper- 
fedi3ns  that  are  but  coo  obvious  in  iln% 
attempted  iaveiligatiun. 

Ninian  Edwards. 
December,   12,  1814. 
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SHADRACH  BOND  TO  [JOSIAH  MEIGS] 

(NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  Dec'  27""  1814 

Sir,  I  herewith  enclose  to  the  Treasury  Department  a  quarterly 
return  of  the  Sales  of  Public  Land,  Commencing  the  10'"  day  of 
August  and  ending  the  1"  day  of  October  1814,  together  with  an 
account  current  up  to  the  same  time. 

This  Report  Comprehends  all  the  Sales  to  persons  residing  within 
the  district  for  satisfying  the  unlocated  Claims  to  Land  who  were 
entitled  to  the  right  of  Preemption  under  the  Act  of  the  16'"  April 
1814.  I  was  induced  to  include  the  1''  day  of  October  as  it  was  the 
last  day  allowed  by  that  act  to  the  Preemptioner's  which  carries  the 
report  to  one  day  more  than  is  directed  in  the  instructions  from  the 
Treasury;  I  therefore  hope  that  the  necessity  of  the  deviation  will  be 
a  Sufficient  Justification  for  my  so  far  departing  from  the  General 
Rule. — And  indeed  the  duties  being  so  considerably  variant  from  the 
usual  Sales  of  Public  Land,  I  was  necessarily  obliged  to  make  some 
deviations  in  the  forms,  but  in  all  instances  I  have  endeavoured  to 
conform  as  near  to  the  Instructions  of  the  Treasury  department  as 
the  nature  of  the  Case  would  admit. 

In  a  former  letter  to  the  Commissioner  General  ^°  I  stated  the 
inconvenience  which  would  result  from  forwarding  the  Registers  Cer- 
tificates of  the  Confirmation  of  unlocated  claims  to  Land  which  have 
been  received  into  this  office  in  payment  of  the  purchase  money  agre- 
ably  to  the  act  pro\'iding  for  their  location  &"=  a  large  portion  of  which, 
only  a  part  has  yet  been  received  and  receipted  for  on  the  back  of 
the  Certificate  by  the  Claimant,  who  in  a  number  of  instances  only 
owned  a  part,  the  ballance  of  the  Claim  yet  remains  to  be  located 
which  may  not  be  done  before  March  or  April,  and  as  the  Claimant 
has  until  the  first  of  May  next  to  make  his  location  it  would  produce 
to  the  owner  as  well  as  to  this  Office  great  inconvenience  in  forwarding 
the  Certificate  before  it  was  fully  Satisfied  to  the  Treasuy  depart- 
ment. Should  it  be  considered  by  the  Treasury  Department  that  the 
quarterly  return  accompanying  this  letter  could  not  be  received  with- 
out the  Certificates  being  forwarded  to  that  Department,  I  should 
wish  it  to  remain  there  (if  there  feeiftg  be  no  other  objection  to  it) 
until  my  return  after  the  first  day  of  May  next  at  which  time  the 
Certificates  will  be  forwarded. 

By  instructions  from  the  Treasury  I  am  directed  to  pay  the  Regis- 
ters Salary  and  Commission  as  well  as  my  own  Salary,  quarterly, 
which  I  have  done  as  will  appear  from  the  Reports.  That  Officer 
having  drawn  on  me  for  the  Amount  of  the  Evidence  of  Claims  to 

*'  Ante,  p.  45. 
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unlocated  Lands  received  in  payment  as  well  as  the  Cash  received  I 
have  paid  him  the  Commission  on  both  and  retained  my  own  on  the 
Amount  of  the  value  of  Claims  received.  This  construction  has  been 
given  to  the  law  both  by  the  Register  and  myself,  and  on  turning  to 
the  forms  in  my  Office  I  observe  that  the  Same  per  cent  commission 
was  allowed  on  the  Stock  received  as  on  the  Cash,  and  as  I  see  no 
material  difference  between  Stock  and  unlocated  claims  with  the  Gov- 
ernment, I  am  induced  to  consider  them  as  the  same  in  principle. 

The  Accompanying  Reports  "  exhibit  the  amount  of  cash  remaining 
in  my  hands  subject  to  Treasury  draughts,  I  suggest  to  the  Treasury 
Department  the  convenience  of  drawing  on  me  in  favour  of  the  Public 
Officers  of  this  and  Missouri  Territory's  or  the  District  paymaster,  for 
such  Amounts  as  they  may  think  proper  as  Occasion  may  require,  as  I 
do  not  wish  to  retain  the  money  in  my  hands,  there  being  no  Bank  or 
institution  of  Safe  deposit  within  a  distance  of  near  300  miles,  it  would 
be  much  more  convenient  to  draw  on  me  in  favour  of  those  Officers. 

I  discover  that  in  the  hurry  of  business  I  made  a  mistake  of  a  few 
cents  in  two  Instances  in  the  Calculation  of  Discounts  which  were 
not  discovered  until  the  report  was  drawn  off,  these  Errors  I  intend 
to  Correct  in  my  next  Report  by  a  similar  method  to  that,  where 
excesses  and  deficiencies  of  the  quanties  of  Land  Sold  are  found  to 
contain  after  the  Sale  is  made — This  course  I  presume  will  not  produce 
any  inconvenience  to  the  Treasury  Department  should  the  Correc- 
tions be  made  before  the  final  Certificate  .'♦he»4d  shall  be  issued  by  the 
Register.  In  making  Calculations  of  Discount  it  most  Commonly 
happens  that  there  will  be  fractional  parts  of  a  cent  either  in  the  dis- 
counts or  principal  Sum  and  often  in  both,  on  this  Subject  I  wish  some 
instructions  from  the  Treasury  Department,  whether  I  am  to  notice 
them  or  not  where  they  Amount  to  less  than  a  cent 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully  your  Ob'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver  of  Public  monies  for  Land  Sold  in  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia 

The  Commissioner  General  of  the  Land  office  in  the  Treasury 
Department 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  27  dec'  1814  S  Bond  with  first  quarterly 
return.    Ans<'21Jan''" 


»'  Not  present. 

•2  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  containing  instructions  relative  to 
collection  of  money  and  methods  of  making  returns,  and  saying  that  charging 
commissions  on  certificates  of  confirmations  would  not  be  allowed  pending  a  de- 
cision of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH   MEIGS 

[NA  :GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS) 

Kaskaskia  28'"  °'  Dec'  1814 

Sir,  You  will  no  doubt  be  furnish'd  with  a  Memorial  which  pass'd 
thro'  the  inadvertency  of  some  Members  of  the  Legislature  as  penn'd 
by  Ninian  Edwards  Gov'  of  this  Territory  in  which  he  inculpates 
me  °*-  -This  may  have  been  done  with  a  view  of  throwing  between 
him  &  the  Register  the  Legislature  in  order  to  give  to  an  opinion  long 
since  express'd  by  him  additional  weight — from  Motives  suited  to 
his  views  he  declared  that  my  construction  of  the  Law  was  erroneous 
&  oppressive — That  every  Claimant  had  a  right  to  any  Quantity  his 
Claim  might  entitle  him  to,  without  regard  to  Sectional  or  Fractional 
Section'  lines  and  this  opinion  was,  afe- the  same  time;  industriously 
circulated  by  the  prosecuting  Attorney  General — neither  of  whom 
could  have  a  correct  Knowledge  of  the  Laws  regulating  the  Sales  of 
Public  Lands:  Yet  as  they  are  professional  Men  and  as  the  Gov'  in 
this  indirect  way  attemps  to  strengthen  his  declared  opinion  I  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  my  belief  of  his  design  to  raise  the  indignation 
of  the  People  against  an  Officer  for  thus  correctly  &  conscientiously 
discharging  his  duty. 

The  Pre-emptioners  so  far  as  respects  the  coiu^e  taken  by  Col° 
Bond  &  myself  are  perfectly  satisfied  nor  do  I  believe  that  there  are 
twenty  in  the  District  who  intended  to  exercise  the  right  of  Pre- 
Emption  who  have  not  secured  their  improvements  except  those  Thirty 
or  Forty  who  settled  without  the  survey'd  Tract — The  Memorial 
seems  to  be  calculated  to  impress  the  Government  with  a  state  of 
Public  feeling  which  does  not  in  fact  exist 

And  I  trust  my  Government  will  not  place  too  much  confidence  on 
information  received  thro'  the  medium  of  Gov'  Edwards  relating  to 
myself.  I  feel  unwilling  to  be  driven  to  a  second  defence  against 
insidious  attacks.  By  next  Mail  '^  I  shall  avail  myself  of  such  proofs 
of  certain  facts  as  will  place  the  ground  of  his  complaints  against 
me  in  a  clearer  point  view — 

I  must  beg  pardon  for  the  liberty  I  take  in  protruding  myself  on 
the  patience  of  the  Organ  of  that  Department  to  which  I  am  account- 
able— for  this  an  apology  will  be  found  in  the  many  attempts  formerly 


'^  As  on  the  original;  cf.  endorsement. 
»<  Memorial  not  seen. 
»5  Post,  p.  105. 
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made  &  now  making  with  a  view  of  depriving  me  of  that  confidence 
which  for  eleven  Years  my  Government  has  repos'd  in  me. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  Hum'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

[Endorsed]   Kaskaskia  24  dec'  1814   M'  Jones — the  Gov'  makes 
pre-emptioners  dissatisfied  Ans"  11  Feb  1815  " 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  AN  UNKNOWN  PERSON  " 
(NA:HF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Jany  2.  1815 
Dear  Sir  In  my  last  letter  to  you  '*  on  the  subject  of  the  late 
judiciary  law  of  this  territory  **  which  it  appears  the  judges  will  not 
execute — I  believe  I  stated  to  you  that  although  it  was  the  wish  of  the 
legislature  that  each  judge  should  ride  in  two  counties  only,  for  the 
trial  of  facts  particularly  therein,  and  that  a  court  for  the  revision  of 
errors  should  be  held  at  the  seat  of  Government,  yet  these  courts 
were  not  called  by  different  appellations  in  consequence  of  the  judges 
at  a  former  Icgi^jlaturc  session  having  agreed  to  perform  the  duties  of 
a  separate  court  provided  the  style  and  unity  of  their  court  was 
preserved  — 

For  the  sake  of  clear  explanation  I  now  give  you  that  case— In 
1812  the  legislature  established  a  court  of  chancery  to  be  held  by  the 
U.  S.  Judges  in  this  territory  The  judges  refused  to  execute  the  law 
because  there  was  a  separate  clerk  for  the  chancery  causes,  &  because 
it  was  called  a  chancery  court-  but  at  the  session  of  1813  they  pro- 
posed that  if  the  legislature  would  vest  those  chancery  powers  in 
their  court  by  the  style  that  had  before  been  given  to  it,  that  they 
would  execute  the  law  and  perform  the  duties,  which  it  enjoined 
from  a  spirit  of  conciliation  on  the  part  of  every  branch  of  the  legis- 

••  Post,  p.  127. 

"  It  is  not  known  to  whom  this  letter  was  addressed,  though  it  is  possible  that 
Benjamin  Stephenson,  the  territorial  Delegate  to  Congress,  was  the  recipient. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  to  which  the  memorial  of  Dec.  21,  1814, 
ante,  p.  51,  had  been  referred,  and  the  fact  that  the  letter  is  found  folded  with  the 
memorial  in  question  lends  credence  to  this  view.  The  letter  is  not,  however, 
mentioned  in  the  memorial  as  an  enclosure,  and  it  is  therefore  here  placed  in  its 
right  chronological  position. 

•*  Not  found. 

"  Ante,  p.  51. 
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lature  the  proposition  was  acceeded  to; '  although  for  my  own  part  I 
considered  the  objection  a  very  unsubstantial  one  and  the  very  forms 
of  bills  for  relief  &c  would  prove  it  so — The  judges  have  since  acted 
under  that  law  and  there  is  no  dispute  whatever  in  regard  to  the 
chancery  jurisdiction  that  is  assigned  to  them — They  make  no  objec- 
tion to  it  but  they  have  executed  it — In  declaring  that  one  judge 
should  be  sufficient  to  hold  the  court  in  each  county  -  the  legislature 
was  influenced  by  a  desire  to  render  the  system  as  acceptable  to  the 
judges  as  possible — whilst  they  endeavoured  to  guard  against  those 
objections  that  had  previously  occurred — To  this  it  is  said  that  the 
legislature  could  not  divide  the  judges,  and  make  some  go  to  one  court 
and  some  to  another — 

This  they  have  not  pretended  to  do — but  they  have  merely  en- 
deavoured to  shew  without  arrogating  more  power  than  they  pos- 
sessed that  such  an  arrangement  if  agreeable  to  the  judges  would  be 
acceptable  to  the  legislature  &  the  territory — But  they  have  said  or 
done  nothing  in  this  respect  to  prevent  all  the  judges  from  attending 
each  court — and  in  saying  that  one  should  be  sufficient  to  hold  a 
court,  they  have  only  pursued  the  law  of  congress  which  declares  the 
same  thing  as  you  may  see  in  the  2°"  volume  thereof  page  126.  se  4. 
The  legislature  have  not  said  that  those  judges  should  be  divided — 
they  have  done  nothing  to  prevent  their  setting  together — they  only 
speak  of  the  court  as  an  unit  requiring  it  to  be  held  at  different  places 
&  to  have  separate  clerks  at  each,  as  has  been  done  by  congress  in 
regard  to  the  circuit  court  of  Tennisse  which  is  divided  into  two  dis- 
tricts having  separate  clerks  &c  at  each  as  you  will  see  by  reference 
to  the  law — Thus  then  to  give  the  law  its  worst  aspect  as  it  relates 
to  the  judges — It  requires  their  court  to  be  held  in  six  places,  instead 
of  one,  and  it  can  not  be  considered  unconstitual  (as  it  is  called)  unless 
the  legislature  really  have  not  the  power  to  say  that  it  shall  set  in 
more  places  than  one — The  duty  imposed  upon  them  if  they  choose 
so  to  consider  it,  is  surely  not  oppressive  they  have  only  to  attend 
six  counties  twice  a  year,  which  is  nothing  to  compare  to  the  duties 
that  were  performed  by  Judges  Symms  and  Turner  in  coming  to  this 
place  &  Cahokia  whilst  this  was  a  part  of  the  North  Western  Terri- 
tory nor  is  it  equal  to  the  dution  burthens  of  the  judges  of  the  Indiana 
Territory  who  had  to  perform  their  duties  in  this  and  that  territory 
at  the  same  time — and  it  is  greatly  inferior  to  those  imposed  upon  the 
judges  of  the  gen'  &  circuit  Courts  in  Kentucky — Whilst  the  com- 
pensation allowed  to  our  judges  is  $400  higher  that  what  was  allowed 


■  See  acts  passed  Dee.  10,  1813,  and  Dec.  13  and  Dec.  22,  1814  (Philbrick,  ed.. 
Pope's  Digest,  1815,  312-345). 

■  Sec.  7,  act  passed  Dec.  13,  1814,  ibid.,  p.  337. 
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to  the  judges  of  the  Northwestern  &  Indiana  Ty  when  they  performed 
the  duties  above  mentioned  &  $450  higher  than  that  which  is  now 
received  by  the  Kentuckey  judges — 

But  neither  the  judges  of  the  Northwestern  or  Indiana  territory, 
nor  those  of  this  territory  till  lately,  have  ever  contended,  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  their  court  could  not  be  locallized  to  districts  or  counties, 
or  that  there  could  not  be  different  grades  of  courts — or  if  they  have 
so  contended  their  conduct  has  been  at  variance  with  their  profes- 
sions— for  since  an  early  period  after  the  first  organization  of  a  terri- 
torial Government,  till  the  erection  of  this  Territory  into  a  separate 
Gov',  the  circuit  courts  at  Cahokia  and  Kaskaskia  were  attended  by 
the  judges  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  former  territories — and  the  very 
system  in  force  when  our  judges  were  appointed  obliged  them  to  hold 
the  general  court  twice  a  year  at  the  seat  of  Gov'  and  required  that 
"the  judges  or  any  one  of  them"  should  hold  the  circuit  courts  estab- 
lished in  the  several  counties,  and  give  final  judgments  in  all  cases 
except  where  bills  of  exception  were  filed  to  the  opinion  of  "the  judge" 
very  similar  was  that  law,  to  the  present  one,  any  one  judge  might 
attend  the  circuits,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  law  to  prevent  the 
whole  from  attending — those  judges  however  understood  the  intention 
of  the  legislature,  made  no  difficulty  about  it,  but  divided  the  duties 
among  themselves,  of  this  you  can  be  well  informed  by  the  deligate 
from  Indiana — and  this  it  was  which  gave  rise  to  the  plan,  that  was 
adopted  by  our  legislature  to  give  the  judges  as  little  cause  of  com- 
plaint as  possible  by  enabling  them  to  render  their  duties  easy  &  con- 
venient, by  dividing  them  among  themselves — 

But  the  Judges  of  this  territory  in  the  year  1809  upon  the  organi- 
zation of  this  Gov'  so  far  recognized  the  Construction  that  had  pre- 
vailed for  about  20  years  that  they  united  with  the  Gov'  in  establish- 
ing "courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  several  Counties  which  were  to  be 
held  by  one  judge  of  the  superior  court,  according  to  arrangements 
that  might  be  made  among  themselves  for  that  purpose,"  '  and  from 
these  courts  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  general  court  which  was  re- 
quired to  be  held  twice  a  year  at  the  seat  of  Gov'  they  afterwards 
agreed  that  the  general  court  should  be  held  in  each  of  the  Counties 
that  then  existed,  localizing  its  jurisdiction  to  the  bounds  of  each, 
and  this  law  was  executed  by  Judges  Thomas,  Stuart,  Jones,  Gris- 
wold,  &  Sprigg — for  though  there  was  a  change  in  the  system  in  1812 
yet  the  old  system  did  not  totally  expire  till  sometime  this  year— 

You  have  the  objections  of  the  judges  in  the  printed  documents 


>  See  act  passed  June  16,  1809  (Alvord,  ed.,  Laws  III.  Terr.,  1809-1811, 
III.  State  Hist.  Lib.  Bull.  I,  No.  2,  pp.  2  3),  concerning  courts  of  common 
pleas  and  county  courts. 
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that  I  forwarded.  You  will  find  them  perfectly  new,  &  adverse  to 
principles  that  have  in  practice  been  recognized  for  considerably  up- 
wards of  20  years — and  they  are  the  more  striking,  by  contrasting 
the  new  opinions  of  those  gentlemen,  with  those  of  the  judges  of 
Missouri  Territory  who  have  this  year  decided,  that  a  territorial  law 
requires  them  to  hold  their  court  in  every  county,  localizing  its  juris- 
diction in  each,  and  requiring  separate  clerks,  is  valid — The  contrast 
indeed  will  be  mortifying,  if  there  can  be  no  means  adopted  for  giving 
to  the  people  of  this  territory  the  advantages  that  they  have  hitherto 
enjoyed,  and  which  under  circumstances  precisely  similar  are  still 
enjoyed  by  its  sister  territories — 

The  interposition  of  Congress  is  the  more  readily  expected  in  con- 
sequence of  that  body  having  recognized  the  circuit  courts,  1"'  by 
providing  for  paying  the  expences  of  Judges  Symmes  &  Turner  in 
going  the  circuit  in  1790^  See  2  Vol.  laws  of  congress  p  126.  se.  7. 

2'"i  By  passing  a  law  to  authorise  one  judge  to  hold  a  court,  which 
was  solicited  for  the  express  purpose  of  removing  the  difficulties  that 
had  occurred  in  carrying  the  circuit  court  system  into  operation  ^ — 

&  3'*'^  By  raising  the  salaries  of  the  judges  $400^  in  consequence 
of  representations  made  by  Judge  Vandeburg  &  others  by  petition  '  or 
otherwise  of  the  difficulties  and  labour  of  attending  the  different 
circuits — 

It  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  after  raising  the  salary  upon  those 
suggestions,  that  congress  will  be  willing  that  the  judges  shall  take 
the  ground,  that  they  will  not  perform  the  duty  on  account  of  which 
the  encrease  of  salary  was  solicited,  &  granted — the  more  especially 
as  that  ground  is  contrary  to  the  cotemporaneous,  and  uniform  con- 
struction that  has  been  given  to  the  ordinance. 

That  instrument  is  to  be  found  in  the  2  Vol.  laws  of  Congress  page 
559,  the  clause  relative  to  the  judges  is  in  the  lower  part  of  page  560, 
and  reads  "there  shall  also  be  appointed  a  court  to  consist  of  three 
Judges  any  two  of  whom  to  form  a  quonmi,  who  shall  have  a  common 
law  jurisdiction"  &c — In  my  former  letter  I  endeavoured  to  shew, 
that  the  above  words  amount  to  no  more  than  that  there  should  be 
appointed  three  judges  who  should  have  a  common  law  jurisdiction — 
this  is  also  the  practical  exposition  that  has  been  given  to  the  ordinance 
from  its  creation,  to  the  present  day,  for  nothing  more  has  been  done 
by  the  president  &  senate,  or  by  congress,  except  appointing  and 
commissioning  the  judges — So  that  if  the  ordinance  required   the 

♦  The  reference  is  to  the  last  paragraph  of  an  act  approved  May  8,  1792  (1  Stat. 
286;  Terr.  Papers,  N.W.,  ll,  396). 

*  See  sec.  15  of  act  approved  Feb.  13,  1801  (2  Stat.  94). 
8  By  an  act  approved  Mar.  3,  1807  (2  Stat.  431). 

'  Nov.  1,  1803,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vil,  147-148. 
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"appointment  of  a  court,  in  contradistinction  to  the  appointment  of 
judges  only,  that  power  has  never  been  claimed  or  exercised  by  the 
Constituted  authorities  of  the  general  Gov'  but  has  uniformly  been 
considered  to  belong  to  the  territorial  legislature — 

If  therefore  I  am  right  in  this  construction,  taking  the  ordinance 
with  the  subsequent  law  of  congress  authorising  one  judge  to  hold  a 
court  &  embodying  them;  they  amount  to  this,  "that  there  shall  be 
appointed  three  judges,  who  shall  have  a  common  law  jurisdiction 
and  any  one  of  whom  shall  be  authorised  to  hold  a  court."  Can  any 
man  believe  that  by  such  words  congress  meant  to  organize  a  court? 
Is  not  some  further  law  necessary,  to  bring  into  operation  those 
powers  with  which  the  judges  are  invested?  most  certainly;  &  the 
succeeding  clause  in  the  ordinance,  declares  expressly  that  the  Gov'  & 
Judges  shall  adopt  all  such  laws  as  are  necessary  and  best  suited  to 
the  circumstances  of  the  territory — and  after  the  organization  of  a 
gen'  assembly  therein  that  the  legislature  shall  have  authority  to  alter 
them  as  they  shall  think  fit— What  greater  latitude  could  be  giveii? 
and  can  it  be  immagined  that  the  legislature  are  not  competent  to 
create  such  a  Judiciary  system  as  is  necessary? 

If  this  were  a  case  res  Integra  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
territorial  legislature  might  establish  such  a  system  as  that  of  the 
U.  S.-  Suppose  congress  were  acting  under  the  clause  above  recited 
as  a  constitutional  one,  surely  that  body  could  not  doubt  its  power, 
to  say  that  the  court  should  set  at  more  places  than  one — or  that  the 
facts  might  be  decided  in  one  place,  and  the  law  in  another  But  the 
question  has  been  settled  and  acquiesced  in  twenty  five  or  six  years— 
and  what  would  now  be  the  consequence  of  overturning  it?  Consent 
cannot  give  jurisdiction;  and  a  tribunal  that  is  unconstitutional  or 
illegal  can  have  none;  therefore  all  the  proceedings  that  have  been 
had  before  these  tribunals  for  20  years,  may  be  reversed,  if  the  doc- 
trine now  contended  for  be  correct  and  w""  not  the  Judges  them 
selves,  under  such  circumstances  be  chargeable  with  legal  murder  in 
trying  and  condemning  to  death  certain  individuals  in  their  courts  of 
oyer  and  terminer.  If  the  legislature  violated  the  constituon  or  acted 
without  authority  in  creating  them? 

The  idea  of  appeal  seems  to  be  ridiculed  but  it  is  substantially 
necessary,  if  circuit  courts  can  exist  as  has  heretofore  been  the  case, 
there  is  nothing  in  the  objection,  and  even  if  the  court  must  be  held 
at  one  plaQe  only,  some  mode  of  revising  its  decisions  upon  points  of 
law  is  necessary  from  the  circumstance  that  one  Judge  alone  may  hold 
it,  and  it  might  happen  that  his  opinion  might  be  different  from  the 
other  two,  and  if  so,  certainly  ought  not  to  prevail,  the  manner  of 
requiring  this  revision  or  the  forms,  are  wholly  immaterial — substance 
is  all  that  the  legislature  is  anxious  for— 
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That  the  Judges  have  heretofore  decided  as  I  have  above  stated, 
you  can  easily  satisfy  yourself  by  recuring  to  the  ofRce  of  the  Sec'^  of 
state,  to  which  the  laws  of  our  territory  were  sent,  and  I  presume  that 
has  been  the  case  with  the  other  territories — 

The  Judges  say  "they  have  a  court  fully  established  and  organized, 
the  style  of  it  settled,  &  its  clerk  appointed"  &"  and  that  "they  will 
not  sanction  innovations  &c"  Two  years  have  proved  the  court  "so 
established  &  organized"  of  no  use,  as  there  has  not  been  but  one 
common  law  suit  instituted  in  it  for  that  length  of  time — this  it  is 
true,  has  arisen,  from  its  being  limitted  in  its  jurisdiction  to  sums  of 
five  hundred  dollars  &  upwards — but  if  the  limit  were  taken  of,  it 
would  be  infinitely  worse,  because  our  people  might  then  be  dragged 
from  every  part  of  the  territory  to  the  seat  of  Gov'  to  settle  the  most 
trifling  controversies, — I  hope  something  mil  be  done  to  prevent  "the 
anarchy"  which  the  judges  anticipate — 

My  ill  health,  and  debilitated  state  of  body  must  be  my  apology 
for  this  incoherent  &  blotted  communication — To  restore  my  health 
I  shall  have  to  abandon  this  country  and  return  to  Kentuckey — than 
which  nothing  do  I  desire  more 

Yr  friend  N  Edwards 

[Endorsed]  Papers  belonging  to  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  Illinois  territory  about  the  business  of  the  Judiciarj^  of  that 
territory    Papers  in  Washington,  case 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Kask.\skia  Jan''  3"  1815 
Sir  By  last  mail  I  transmitted  Accounts  of  Lands  applied  for  and 
monies  entered  from  the  2^  October  to  the  30'"  of  November  together 
with  the  receiver's  receipts  from  the  10'"  of  August  to  the  30'"  of 
November  inclusive,  and  also  Registers  of  certificates  granted  from 
the  2"»  of  Octbr  to  the  30'"  November  1814.'  I  omitted  to  observe 
that  in  all  cases  where  the  tracts  applied  for  were  paid  in  full  no 
certificates  were  granted  and  in  those  cases  the  Applicant  obtained 
only  a  copy  of  the  entry.  It  is  known  to  you  Sir  that  we  have  ventured 
to  sell  on  less  authentic  documents  than  those  which  the  law  requires 
and  that  in  some  few  cases,  the  quantity  of  land  contained  in  the 
tract  applied  for  could  not  be  ascertained  with  certainty,  and  has  been 
estimated,  and  that  any  variance  from  the  quantitj'^  charged  must  be 


9  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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accounted  for  in  some  way,  when  the  connected  plat  shall  have  been 
received  and  before  a  final  certificate  can  be  granted.  As  to  the  mode 
of  charging  the  excess  or  crediting  the  deficiency  may  require  some 
instructions  from  your  department.  In  cases  where  the  last  install- 
ments have  not  been  paid  a  mode  is  laid  down  in  the  forms  furnished 
me,  but  no  rule  is  given  where  the  payments  have  been  completed 
my  letter  of  the  28'"  Ulto'.was  dictated  by  feelings  which  had  been 
excited  by  a  recent  development  of  the  Governor's  attempt  against  me. 
He  certainly  did  declare  from  motives  which  I  in  that  letter  attribute 
to  him  that  my  construction  of  the  law  was  erroneous  and  oppressive 
and  in  order  to  avert  the  appeal  which  Col"  Bond  and  myself  were 
about  to  make  for  his  written  opinion  on  the  law,  he  artfully  contrived 
to  make  the  Legislature  participate  in  that  opinion  in  the  form  of  a 
remonstrance  against  the  law  itself  and  induced  them  to  ask  for  a 
redress  of  grievances  which  do  not  exist  as  it  respects  preemptioners  or 
holders  of  unlocated  claims.  The  preemptioners  in  the  surveyed  tract 
are  secured  Holders  of  individual  claims  are  also  satisfied  and  indeed 
generally  the  claims  of  those  living  within  the  surveyed  tract  are 
surrendered  with  the  exception  of  those  retained  by  a  few  large  claim 
holders,  in  favour  of  whom  any  further  provision  (other  than  that 
recommended  in  my  communication  to  the  legislature)  must  operate 
almost  exclusively.  I  have  furnished  the  Hon  Rufus  Easton  '"  with 
some  documents  whom  I  have  requested  to  converse  with  you  on  the 
subject.  My  construction  of  the  law  in  confining  applicants  to  sec- 
tional or  quarter  sectional  lines  and  declaring  section  16  reserved  by 
former  acts  will  be  declared  correct.  The  laws  are  susceptible  of  no 
other  construction.  The  opinion  given  by  the  Legislature  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Governor,  the  pennman  of  the  memorial  for  those 
Gentlemen,  with  the  exception  of  one  an  old  persecutor  (Biggs  ")  well 
intentioned,  were  incapable  of  forming  a  correct  decision  on  those 
subjects,  having  perhaps  never  seen  the  laws  or  if  they  had  were 
unskilled  in  the  legal  construction  of  them — 
Sir,  very  respectfully  Yr  Mo  ob*  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

[Addressed]   The  Honora'''"  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner    of   the 
Gen'  Land  office  City  of  Washington 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  3  Jan>'  1815  M'  Jones  wants  instructions  in 
cases  of  excess  &  deficiency  of  land — Ans"*  11  feb.'- 


'  Ante,  p.  99. 

'"  Delegate  in  Congress  from  Missouri  Territory. 

"  William  Biggs,  a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  from  St.  Clair  County. 
See  sketch  of,  in  Philbrick,  op.  cil,  pp.  ccxlix-ccl. 
'»  Post,  p.  127. 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Shawneetown  Illinois  Teritory  January  5'"  1815 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'' 

Sir  On  the  21^'  of  September  1814  I  was  Called  on  by  A  M"- 
Thomas  Ferguson  on  his  Own  behalf  and  that  of  Hamlet  Ferguson  & 
a  M''  Isaac  Titsworth  who  severally  had  claims  of  a  100  acres  Each 
located  on  the  Ohio  at  the  places  Described  in  the  Inclosed  Copys 
I,  informed  those  Gentlemen  that  I  had  no  Instructions  to  Reseve 
any  lands  but  those  for  the  United  States  Saline 

On  Reflection  I  concluded  to  write  the  Register  of  the  land  office 
at  Kaskaskia  on  the  Subject,  a  Copy  of  my  letter  to  him  with  his 
answer  and  Copyes  of  the  Entries  I  herewith  transmit  you  In  packet 
N°  1  on  the  Recept  of  those  papers  I  Deemd  it  ad\asable  to  Reserve 
those  tracts  untill  I  should  be  instructed  to  the  Contrary  Knowing 
that  no  Inconvenancy  Could  Result  to  the  Government  by  the 
resen-e,  an  Opasite  Course  would  perhaps  have  injui-ed  a  number  of 
Inocent  Indi\-iduals  as  the  parties  Relying  on  the  Validity  of  their 
Claims  have  made  Extensive  and  Valueable  Improvements, 

I  was  also  about  the  Same  time  presented  with  a  Copy  of  a  Lease 
Given  by  Governor  Edwards  to  a  Certain  William  Ficklin 

I  immediately  WTOte  Gov — Edwards  on  the  Subject  which  will 
apear  by  a  Copy  of  my  letter  of  the  22"  Sep*  1814  which  I  herewith 
transmitt,  also  a  Copy  of  his  letter  of  the  15'"  of  October  in  answer  to 
mine  of  the  22'*  Sep'  I  did  not  Receive  the  Governors  letter  untill  we 
had  Exposed  to  sale  that  part  of  the  Cuntrj'  that  the  Lease  is  Said 
to  Cover  and  a  part  of  it  Sold  under  the  preemption  law  previous  to 
ha\'ing  any  Certain  Knowledge  of  a  lease  to  Any  person 

The  Object  of  Ficklins  Obtaining  a  Lease  Must  have  been  a  mere 
Matter  of  Speculation  as  allmost  four  years  of  the  time  is  Expired  and 
no  Attempt  been  made  by  him  to  open  a  Mine,  Within  the  Bounds 
Granted  to  Ficklin  there  were  a  Number  of  Valueable  Improvements, 
and  I  am  informed  by  one  of  the  persons  Residing  Within  the  bounds 
of  the  lease  that  M"  F  demanded  a  Valueable  Consideration  from  him 
as  Rent  if  my  memory  Serves  me  he  paid  him  at  least  $100  Some 
who  Could  not  pay  gave  him  Ashurances  that  they  Would:  this  has 
hitherto  answered  the  purpose  of  the  Leassee,  and  I  presume  he  will 
not  Trouble  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth — 

I  also  have  reserved  nearly  two  sections  Around  fort  Massac 
(without  Instructions)  I  Could  not  Supose  that  the  Government 
Wished  to  Dispose  of  that  post  at  this  period  I  am  told  that  some 
of  the  Buildings  are  Valueable 
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Immediately  on  Receiving  your  Answer  to  this  line  I  will  transmitt 
to  the  Surveyor  General  a  plat  of  the  lands  Reserved,  provided  the 
Reserves  meets  Your  Approbation 

On  the  head  waters  of  the  Saline  Creek  in  Range  5  Township  10 
in  Sections  31  &  32  I  find  it  noted  on  the  Township  plat  Salt  on  the 
Banks  of  the  Creek,  I  am  told  the  Appearances  are  flattering  As  no 
land  is  sold  in  that  Township  Would  it  not  be  advisable  to  Exmine 
it  and  if  the  prospects  are  flatering  to  make  a  Sutiable  Reserve  of 
Timber  for  the  Suport  of  the  Licks  for  any  farther  information  I 
would  beg  leave  to  Refer  you  to  my  Letter  of  the  17'"  November  1814 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Hum"  Serv' 

Tho'  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  Shawneetown 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  5  Jan"  1815  T  Sloo  with  copies  of 
private  claims — de  lease  to  Ficklin  &  reservation  at  Fort  Massac  &c 
Ans"  27'"  Jan"  " 

[Enclosures] 

Description  of  Claim  No.  1582 

[November  11,  1811] 
Survey  N"  690  Claim  N°  1582.    , 

Surveyed  for  Thomas  Ferguson  who  claims  in  right  of  Robert  Kidd 
100  Acres  of  land  at  lusks  ferry,  Begining  at  a  post  on  the  Range  line 
Corner  to  Sections  19  &  3.  Township.  13.  South  Range  N°  7.  East 
of  third  principle  Meridian,  Thence  East  with  the  Sectional  line  126, 
poles  to  a  post  on  the  Bank  of  the  Ohio  River  Corner  to  Fractional 
Sections  19  &  30  thence  up  the  Ohio  River  binding  therewith  N"  20 
E,  1165^0  poles  to  a  Maple  14  inches  diam'  from  which  a  Maple  12 
Inches  diam'  bears  N.  33.  W.  39  links  distant  &  another  Maple  8 
Inches  diam"  bears  S  29  W  29  links  distant.  Thence  West  166  poles 
to  a  post  on  Said  Range  line  from  which  a  black  Oak  10  Inches  diam'' 
bears  S  44  E  58  links  distant  Thence  South  110^(o  poles  to  the  begining 

November  11'"  1811. 

A  Copy  from  the  book  of  Surveys  belonging  to  W""  Rector  Deputy 
Surveyor,  now  in  My  possession 

Signed    Elus  Barcroft  D.S. 
Kaskaskia  20'"  Sep'  1814 

'•  Post,  p.  125. 
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Siu-vey  N»  690 

Claim  N»  1582 

100  Acres 

East  126  P. 


Scale  of  40  chains  or  160  poles  to  an  Inch 
A  Copy. 
[scale  on  original] 


Thomas  Sloo  to  Governor  Edwards 

Registers  Office  Shawneetown  Sep'  22"^  1814 
NiNiAN  Edwards  Esq' 

Sir  by  last  Mail  I  Recived  my  Instructions  from  the  Government 
relative  to  lands  to  be  reserved  from  Public  Sales  in  the  district  of 
Shawneetown  in  the  wich  no  mention  is  made  of  any  reserve  but  that 
for  the  United  States  Saline 

There  has  been  presented  to  me  this  week  a  Copy  of  a  lease  given 
by  you  to  a  M'  Ficklin — as  I  have  Recived  no  instructions  relative  to 
a  reserve  of  lands  farther  than  those  Stated  above,  I  have  deemd  it 
advisable  to  drop  you  a  line  on  the  Subject,  the  papers  of  the  land 
Department  have  no  doubt  been  derainged  in  Consequence  of  the 
Destruction  of  the  Capitol,  and  those  transactions  having  taken  place 
previous  to  the  appointment  of  M"'  Tiffin  is  possible  it  has  never  come 
within  his  Notice. 

I  will  therefore  thank  you,  Sir  to  forward  me  such  papers  or  Copies 
thereof,  making  the  reserve  by  the  Government,  of  those  lands  that 
have  been  leassed  to  Individuals  in  the  District  of  Shawneetown  by 
you — as  the  public  Sales  commences  the  first  Monday  in  October  next; 
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you  will,  Sir  perceive  the  Necessity  of  an  Early  attention  to  this 
Business 

I  am  Sir  very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho'  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  office  Shawneetown 

[Endorsed]    A  copy  of  Tho'  Sloo*  Letter  to  Gov"^  Edwards 

Description  of  Various  Land  Claims 

Robert  Kidd,  present  Claimant 

1582,  One  hundred  Acres,  of  land  as  a  Militia  man  In  the  Illinois 
Country  in  the  Year  1790— The  Deposition  of  John  B'  Barbeau  (on 
file)  States  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  Robert  Kidd  that  he 
came  into  the  Country  with  Coll"  Clark  and  Did  duty  as  a  Militia 
man  at  the  little  Village  in  the  year  1790,  before  and  since 

The  board  being  Satisfied  with  this  testimony,  that  Kidd  is  intitled 
to  a  donation  Militia  right — and  said  Kidd  having  by  Deed  dated 
16'"  April  1805  Conveyed  the  Same  to,  Robert  Morrison  and  allso  by 
deed  bearing  date  the  16""  September  Same  Year,  Conveyed  the  Same 
to  Thomas  Ferguson,  and  Whereas  it  appears  by  the  deposition  of 
John  Lacey  (on  file)  that  a  Certain  James  Lusk,  dec"  did  in  the  year 
1803  build  a  house  for  the  Accomadation  of  Travellers,  on  the  North- 
western bank  of  the  Ohio  River  at  a  place  called  lusks  ferry,  where 
after  his  decease  his  Widow  Cleared  and  Cultvated  five  or  Six  acres 
of  Land,  and  has  since  moved  to  and  Setled  on  Said  Land,  and  whereas 
it  appears  that  the  Said  Ferguson  has  since  married  said  Widow  and 
keeps  the  Said  house  and  Ferry,  and  has  applied  to  this  board  for 
liberty  to  locate  the  above  Militia  right  at  this  place  the  Commissioners 
do  therefore  in  consideration  that  this  Establishment  of  a  house  of 
Entertainment  &  ferry  is  of  much  public  utility,  affirm  to  the  Said 
Thomas  Ferguson  this  claim,  and  grant  to  Said  Ferguson  the  liberty 
of  locating  the  same  in  a  Square  form  &  in  such  a  manner  as  to  cover 
said  improvement,  providing  the  Same  Can  be  done,  without  inter- 
fering with  the  rights  of  any  other  person,  to  Conform  to  Sectional 
lines — 

The  preceeding  is  a  Copy  of  the  record  of  decisions  by  the  Com- 
missioners, appointed  under  the  Act  of  the  26""  March  1814  and  the 
Acts  Suplementary  thereto,  and  which  said  Claim  as  Reported,  was 
Confirmed  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  1"  May  1810 

Signed    Michael  Jones  Reg"' 
Land  office  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskia 
A  Copy 
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N"  Claim     Origanal  Claimant 
1584 

"Hemy  Jones  100.  Acres  of  land  as  a  Militia  man  in  the  Illinois 
in  the  year  1790  This  Claim  has  been  Confirmed  by  the  Governor  to 
Said  Henry  Jones  and  liberty  granted  by  this  board  to  his  assignee 
Hamlet  Ferguson  to  locate  the  same  on  his  improvement  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Cumberland  River  where  he  Keeps  a  Tavern  and  ferry  to 
Conform  to  Sectional  lines — " 

297 

Pierre  Menard,  100.  Acers  of  land  Claimed  in  right  of  Thomas  Winn 
as  assignee  of  William  S'  Clair  Assignee  of  Mary  Winn  Widow  and 
heir  of  Thomas  Winn  a  Militia  man." 

Remarks 

This  Claim  is  Confirmed  to  said  Menard  (see  Governors  Record 
page  54) 

For  description  see  app"*^  p.  7) 

This  Claim  is  sold  to  Isaac  Titsworth  and  described  as  follows, 
Begining  at  a  White  Oak  on  the  bank  of  the  Ohio,  S.  43  E.  28, 
poles — Thence  70  East  152  poles  to  a  Stake  thence  S  30  W  to  a  Stake 
N.  70  W  176  poles  to  a  Stake  N.  30.  E.  108  poles  to  the  begining 

Situated  at  Titsworths  Ferry  on  the  Ohio 

Michael  Jones  to  Thomas  Sloo 

D'  Sir  The  within  Claims  N°  1584  &  297.  were  contained  in  the 
list  of  Militia  Donations  transmitted  by  the  former  board  of  Com- 
missioners as  Claims  Confirmed  by  the  Governors  together  with  the 
within  description 

The  late  board  of  Commissioners  for  the  Revision  of  former  Con- 
firmations by  the  Governors  approved  of  these  two  Claims  and 
Transmitted  them  as  aproved,  and  which  were  as  you  know  forwarded 
without  any  discription  and  which  were  Confirmed  by  the  Act  of 
the  16"^  of  April  1814~M''  Barcroft  informs  me  that  the  Surveys 
were  made  and  transmitted  to  the  Surveyor  General — And  will  no 
Doubt  appear  on  your  Connected  plat 

I  am  D'  Sir  Your  friend  in  haste 

Signed — Michael  Jones 

Tho=  Sloo  Reg^  of  the  Land  Office— 
(A  Copy,) 

"  Cf.  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ii,  173. 


112  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

Description  of  Claim  No.  297 

[November,  1811] 
Survey  N°  691  Claim  N"  297 

Sun^eyed  for  Isaac  Titsworth  Assignee  of  Pieree  Menard  who 
claimed  In  right  of  Thomas  Winn  100  Acres  of  land — Begining 
at  a  post  on  the  Bank  of  the  Ohio  River  on  the  South  Side  of  Big  Bay 
Creek  at  its  mouth  from  which  a  Willow  10  Inches  diameter  bears 
S,  2  W,  95  links  and  another  Willow  10  Inches  diamiter  bears  S,  43, 
E,  37  links  distant  Thence  down  the  Ohio  River  binding  therewith 
S,  45,  E,  60  poles,  S,  67,  E  100  poles  S.  45,  E.  26  poles  to  an  Elm,  7, 
Inches  diamiter,  from  which  an  Ash  8  Inches  diameter  bears  S,  86. 
W,  11  links  &  a  Percan  4  Inches  diam'  bears  N.  63.  E,  13  links  distant 
thence  West  245.  poles  (at  48  poles  Same  Creek  50.  links  wide  runs 
S.  E,  at  92  poles  intersected  the  line  between  Sections  34  &  35  T.  14. 
S,  R.  6  E.  36.  poles  North  of  the  M  Section  post  at  146  poles  Cave 
Spring  branch  25  links  wide  runs  S.  E.  to  a  Sassafras  3  Inches  diameter 
from  which  Black  Oak  36.  Inches  diam""  bears  N.  45  E  41  links  and  a 
poplar  30  Inches  Diam'  bears  N.  76  W — 54  links  distant  Thence 
North  100  poles  to  an  Elm  10  Inches  diam'  from  which  a  hickory  26 
Inches  diam'  bears  S,  25,  E.  30  links,  and  an  Elm  12  Inches  diam' 
bears  N  15  W  27  links  distant  on  the  line  between  Sections  27  &  34. 
Thence  East  90  poles  to  the  begining 

November  1811 

A  Coppy  from  the  Book  of  Surveys  belonging  to  William  Rector 
Deputy  Surveyor  now  in  my  possession 

Signed    Elias  Barcroft  D.S. 

Kaskaskia  4'"  October  1814 
A  Copy. 

Thomas  Sloo  to  Michael  Jones 

Shawneetown  5ep'  22"  1814 
Sir    I  have  by  the  last  mail  Received  instructions  from  the  Land 
department  relative  to  the  reserves  to  be  made  in  this  district,  and 
their  is  no  lands  Excepted  from  public  Sales  other  than  those  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  United  States  Saline 

I  am  advised  that  their  are  Several  private  Claims  which  have  been 
located  and  Surveyed  in  this  District  if  so  it  is  presumed  the  plats 
and  Certificates  are  filed  in  your  Office  which  I  must  Request  you  to 
transmitt  to  this  Office  or  Certified  Copys  thereof  together  with  Every 
thing  Nessesary  to  Establish  th?  Validity  of  the  Claim  or  Claims  also 
also  any  observations  of  Your  Own  on  the  Subject  you  may  Deem 
nessesary.    You  will  at  once  perceive  the  necessety  of  an  Early  atten- 
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tion  to  the  Subject  as  our  Sales  Commence  on  the  first  monday  in 
October 
I  am  Sir  very  Respectfully  your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho^  Sloo 
Register  Land  office  Shawneetown 

Mich'  Jones  Esq'  Register  of  the  land  office  Kaskaskia 

[Endorsed]  Tho^  Sloo"  Letter  to  the  Register  of  the  Kaskaskia 
district 

Governor  Edwards  to  Thomas  Sloo 

Kaskaskia  Randolph  Cot''  Oct.  15—1814 
Dear  Sir.    By  the  last  mail  was  the  Earliest  opportunity  I  Could 
have  had  of  answering  the  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  you, 
and  that  opportunity  would  not  have  been  lost  had  I  not  been  ex- 
tremely sick  and  Totally  unable  to  write. 

On  the  IS'"  day  of  March  1811,  according  to  Instructions  from  the 
Treasury  Department  I  Executed  a  lease  to  William  Ficklin  for  the 
term  of  five  Years  of  4000  Acres  of  land — Begining  on  the  Ohio  River 
100  poles  above  the  Rock  and  Cave  thence  N.  60,  W.  900  poles  thence 
S.  60  W.  600.  thence  at  right  Angles  to  the  Ohio  River  thence  up 
Said  River  to  the  Begining 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Verry  Respectfully  Sir  Your  Mo'  Ob'  Serv' 

Signed    NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Endorsed]  A  Copy  of  Gov''  Edwards  letter  in  answer  to  Tho^  Sloos 
of  22"  Sep'  1814  

MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  Jan"  11'"  1815 
Sir  Your  letters  of  the  3"  '=  and  12'"  Ul°  '«  came  to  hand  by  last 
mail  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  permit  granted  to  Mr.  Conrad  Will 
and  his  associates  for  the  time  being  "  We  submit  this  as  the  basis 
of  a  lease  to  be  granted  for  the  term  of  three  years  Should  it  meet  the 
sanction  of  the  Executive — We  know  that  considerable  expense  has 
been  incured  by  this  gentleman  and  that  he  has  not  nor  can  he  for 
some  time  to  come  be  remunerated,  from  the  profits  arising  from  the 
manufactory  of  salt  at  this  saline  He  has  expended  as  he  states 
about  four  thousand  dollars  in  sinking  wells,  erecting  buildings  and 
procuring  kettles  &c  and  thinks  it  but  justice  in  the  United  States 


'"  Ante,  p.  46. 
"  Ante,  p.  48. 
"  See  ante,  p.  48,  n.  78. 
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to  give  him  a  lease  for  three  years  gratis  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
expence  incured  or  to  pay  him  for  all  permanent  improvements  he 
may  make  during  the  term,  by  some  arrangement  with  subsequent 
lessees  or  otherwise  But  as  it  is  not  yet  ascertained  whether  salt 
water  in  sufficient  quantity  or  of  such  quality  can  be  had  as  will 
warrant  us  in  subjecting  the  Government  to  this  expence  we  thought 
it  adviseable  to  make  this  temporary  arrangement  with  a  view  of 
consulting  you  on  the  subject  Five  hundred  gallons  of  the  water  of 
this  Saline  will  produce  one  bushel  of  salt  The  wells  are  sunk  near 
the  margin  of  Big  muddy  creek  which  frequently  overflows  and  its 
waters  rise  twenty  feet  above  the  level  of  its  banks  M'  Will  states 
that  much  additional  expence  must  be  incured  in  raising  the  walls  of 
the  wells  to  that  hight,  to  exclude  fresh  water  in  time  of  floods  which 
happen  annually — 

Your  predecissor  in  office  in  his  letter  of  the  10'"  August  ''  requests 
our  opinion  on  the  following  points  "What  quantity  of  land  will  prob- 
ably remain  of  the  reserved  tract  after  satisfying  the  private  claims? 
What  other  part  of  the  district  is  ready  or  will  be  ready  next  summer 
for  sale"?  What  quantity  of  land  would  probably  sell  should  a  public 
sale  be  authorized  in  the  District  next  year"?  In  answer  we  can 
only  observe  that  the  reserved  tract  contains  about  three  millions  of 
acres,  Six  or  seven  hundred  thousand  of  which  will  be  consumed  by 
antient  grants  confirmed  claims  and  preemtioners 

The  surveys  of  all  the  land  within  this  reserve  will  we  are  informed 
by  Mssrs  Rector  and  Messinger  be  completed  by  next  spring  beyound 
these  limits  we  presume  no  surveys  are  directed  to  be  made — 

Of  the  quantity  we  should  probably  sell  we  can  form  no  correct 
opinion  It  will  in  a  great  measure  depend  on  the  political  state  of 
our  country  and  our  relation  with  the  Indians,  yet  we  suppose  that  in 
any  event  not  less  than  fifty  thousand  acres  might  be  sold  during  the 
first  year  and  not  unlikely  one  hundred  thousand — 

Our  opinion  as  to  the  Township  it  would  be  adviseable  to  locate 
for  a  seminary  of  learning  has  been  requested.  Upon  this  subject 
we  have  not  as  yet  formed  an  opinion — It  has  been  thought  advise- 
able by  many  in  this  Territory  to  ask  permission  to  locate  that 
quantity  in  three  detached  tracts — This  measure  it  is  thought  would 
be  more  convenient  to  the  people  of  the  Territory  and  not  predjudice 
the  United  States — Indeed  an  entire  township  can  not  now  be  found 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kaskaskia  where  it  is  desired  that  some  part  of 
this  tract  should  be  located 

We  are  Sir  very  respectfully  Your  ob'  himible  servts 

Mich'  Jones.  Reg' 
,     S.  Bond — Receiver 

•'  Ante,  p.  15. 
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[Endorsed]  KaskasMa  11  Jan  1815  Regis'  &  Receiver  with  per- 
mission to  work  a  Saline  as  basis  of  a  lease  to  Conrad  Will — informa" 
relative  to  the  district  &  relative  to  location  for  a  Seminary  of  Learn- 
ing—Ans"  15  feb  " 

[Enclosures] 

Permit  for  the  Manufacture  of  Salt 

Kaskaskia  January  11""  1815 
Whereas  the  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  public  monies  for  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia  have  been  authorized  by  instructions  from  the 
commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  of  the  United  States  dated 
12'"  December  1814  -^  to  lease  any  salt  springs  in  the  District  of 
Kaskaskia  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years,  subject  to  the  appro- 
bation of  the  President  of  the  United  States  with  a  clause  to  prevent 
waste  on  the  adjacent  tracts.  And  whereas  Ezra  Owen  Conrad  Will 
Benjamin  Stephenson  Geo  Creath  &c  did  in  pursuance  of  a  permission 
granted  to  them  the  19'"  of  September  1813  take  possession  of  Section 
N°  1  in  Township  N"  9  South  of  Range  N°  3  West  under  the  assurance 
given  in  the  aforesaid  permission  granted  by  Governor  Edwards  who 
states  that  "You  shall  be  protected  as  far  as  in  my  power  (which  I 
suppose  fully  sufficient)  in  Your  possession" — "in  other  words  you 
and  your  associates  are  permitted  to  proceed  in  the  manufactory  of 
salt  at  the  place  you  contemplate  'till  this  permission  shall  be  revoked" 
on  which  said  section  the  said  associates  have  sunk  a  well  and  erected 
two  furnaces  of  50  kettles  each  and  are  now  engaged  in  sinking  another 
well  and  have  otherwise  expended  considerable  sums  of  money  in 
making  this  establishment  and  not  having  as  yet  been  remunerated 
one  furnace  ha\nng  been  in  operation  only  seven  weeks,  the  other 
only  a  few  days — 

Be  it  therefore  known  that  We  Michael  Jones  Register  and  Shadrack 
Bond  Receiver  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  by  virtue  of  the  instruc- 
tions aforesaid  do  permit  him  the  said  Conrad  Will  the  present  pos- 
sessor and  occupant  of  said  Section  and  saline  and  his  associates  to 
occupy  and  work  the  said  Saline  for  the  time  being  and  untill  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  President  of  the  L'nited  States  shall  be  known,  on  condition 
of  his  paying  to  the  United  States  or  such  agent  as  may  be  authorized 
to  receive  the  same  at  the  rate  of  Seventy  six  dollars  and  eighty  cents 
pr  annum  and  also  on  condition  of  committing  no  waste  of  timber  on 
the  adjacent  tracts,  and  on  the  further  condition  of  giving  peaceable 
possession  of  the  said  Saline  and  all  other  improvements  as  erected 

"  Post,  p.  128. 
M  Ante,  p.  48. 
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&c  at  the  time  a  surrender  may  be  demanded  by  the  United  States 
(kettles  excepted) 

Signed    Mich'  Jones  Reg' 

Shad"  Bond  Receiver 

Form  of  a  Lease  for  the  Manufacture  of  Salt 

[January  11,  1815] 
Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  We  Conrad  Will  and  James 
Gilbreath — of  the  county  of  Randolph  and  Territory  of  Illinois  are 
held  &  firmly  bound  unto  the  United  States  in  the  full  and  just  sum  of 
two  thousand  dollars  lawful  money  of  the  United  States.  To  which 
payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done  we  bind  ourselves  and 
each  of  us  our  and  each  of  our  heirs  executors  &  administrators  jointly 
and  severally  firmly  by  these  presents  sealed  with  our  seals  and  dated 
this  11""  day  of  January  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  &  Fifteen 

The  condition  of  the  obligation  aforesaid  is  such  that  If  the  said 
Conrad  Will  &  his  associates  (who  have  this  day  obtained  a  permit 
from  the  Register  &  Receiver  of  public  Monies  for  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia  to  work  a  saline  on  Section  N°  1  in  Township  No  9  South 
of  Range  No  3  West)  do  well  and  truly  pay  unto  the  United  States 
or  its  agent  authorized  to  receive  the  same  at  the  rate  of  seventy  six 
dollars  and  eighty  cents  pr  annum  and  do  commit  no  waste  of  timber 
on  the  adjacent  tracts  and  do  deliver  peaceable  possession  of  said 
Saline  and  all  other  improvements  as  erected  &c  at  the  time  a  surrender 
may  be  demanded  by  the  United  States  (Kettles  excepted)  then  this 
obligation  to  be  null  &  void  &  of  no  effect  otherwise  to  remain  in  full 
force  &  virtue 

Signed    Conrad  Will    seal 

James  Gilbreath    seal 

Test.    Signed,  James  Thompson. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNORS  CLARK  AND 

EDWARDS 

[NA:0IA,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

War  Department  Jany  13*"  1815 
GovER'  Clark  &  Edwards 

Sir  Information  has  been  rec"*  at  this  Dep'  through  M''  Easton 
the  Delegate  from  the  Missouri  Territory  of  a  horrid  and  unprovoked 
murder  as  is  alledged  having  been  committed  on  some  friendly 
Potowattumie  Indians  near  Fort  Clark  by  a  detachment  of  rangers 
under  the  Command  of  Cap'  Moore. 
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I  have  to  request  your  Excellency  will  have  a  strict  investigation 
of  this  affair  made  that  the  persons  charged  with  this  Horrid  murder 
may  be  brought  to  immediate  punishment  if  found  to  be  guilty.  A 
runner  ought  to  be  dispatched  to  the  Indians  to  inform  them  justice 
shall  be  dealt  to  them  for  this  outrage.-' 

I  am  sir  &"  &° 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON 

[NA:SF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:ALSl 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Jany  18.  1815 
Dear  Sir  I  am  just  informed  by  Colo  Bond  that  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  are  not  to  be  allowed  any 
per  cent  for  the  lands  that  have  been  sold  and  paid  for  in  unlocated 
claims — and  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  inform  myself  of  the  nature 
of  the  duties  that  have  been  performed  by  those  gentlemen  in  this 
business  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  from  all  the  informa- 
tion I  can  obtain  and  from  my  own  observation  and  knowledge  of  the 
number  of  Clerks  that  they  have  had  employed  &  the  constant  em- 
plojTnent  that  has  required  their  attention;  that  both  those  officers 
have  incurred  greater  expences  and  have  had  more  trouble  than  they 
would  have  had  if  they  had  been  constantly  engaged  in  selling  for 
cash  instead  of  unlocated  claims — If  therefore  they  cannot  be  allowed 
for  those  services  under  existing  laws  it  is  certainly  but  just  that  a 
law  should  be  passed  for  that  purpose  otherwise  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  their  offices  will  bring  them  considerably  in  debt — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y^  M"  Obd'  S' 

NiNLAN  Edwards 

The  HON''"  Benj°  Stephenson  Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Benjamin  Stephenson  Deligate  in  Congress 
Washington  City  Free 

SHADRACH  BOND  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON  AND 
DELEGATE  EASTON 

[NA:SF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:ALS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskia  January  18th  1815 

Sir,     By  Instructions  from  the  Treasury  Department  the  Register 

and  Receiver  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  on  the  10'"  day  of  August 

Last,  commenced  the  sale  of  Public  Land  under  the  act  of  Congress 

passed  the  16'"  day  of  April  1814  entitled  "Act  confirming  certain 

2'  Answered  post,  p.  170. 
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Claimes  to  Land  in  the  Illinois  Territory  and  Providing  for  their 
Location,"  this  law  directs  the  Receiver  to  receive  the  evidence  of 
confirmed  unlocated  claimes  to  Land  which  was  confirmed  either  by 
that  or  any  former  law  of  Congress,  in  Payment  for  the  Lands  which 
might  be  sold  under  that  act.  Consequently  the  Register  &  myself 
ware  under  the  impression  that  we  should  be  entitled  to  the  same 
Commission  on  the  evidence  of  the  Claimes  received  in  Payment, 
that  we  ware  entitled  to  by  Law  had  the  Payment  been  made  in 
cash  we  were  more  Confirmed  in  this  opinion  on  referring  to  the 
instructions  furnished  to  this  office  by  the  Treasury  Department 
where  we  observe  that  when  the  Navy,  Deferred  &  other  stock  of  the 
United  States  had  been  rec"*  in  Payment  for  Lands  Sold,  that  the  same 
allowance  was  made  by  the  Treasury  for  the  Stock  thus  rec"  as  on  the 
cash,  and  being  under  the  impression  that  we  ware  entitled  to  Com- 
mission on  the  Claimes  rec",  the  accounts  have  been  rendered  by  this 
office  to  the  Treasury  Department  accordingly.  But  by  the  Last 
mail  we  received  information  that  the  Law  makes  no  Provision  to 
allow  us  any  Commission  on  the  value  of  those  Claimes  rec",  and  that 
we  are  only  to  expect  Commission  on  the  amount  of  Cash.  This 
Construction  of  the  Law  is  extremely  oppressive  on  the  Register  and 
myself  for,  Sir  I  not  only  think  we  are  justly  entitled  to  the  Commis- 
sion But  ought  to  have  an  allowance  from  the  Gov'  for  one  Clerk  at 
least  in  each  office;  which  I  shall  take  the  Liberty  to  shew  by  refering 
you  to  the  Specimens  accompanying  our  memorial  to  Congress  and 
pointing  out  the  additional  duties  devolving  on  us  beyond  the  usual 
sales  of  Public  Land. 

In  the  first  Place,  we  had  to  attend  to  the  takeing  of  Testimony 
and  deciding  on  the  right  of  Pre-emptions  amounting  to  about  four 
hundred  cases.  Secondly  when  payments  ware  tendered  in  the  evi- 
dence of  Confirmed  Claimes  it  became  necessary  to  examine  the  chain 
of  title  papers,  this  was  a  very  Complexed  and  tedious  business  and 
consumed  much  time  attended  with  considerable  difficulty — & 
Thirdly  the  more  than  double  quantity  of  writing  than  in  ordinary 
sales,  in  expressing  distinctly  the  Claimes  rec"  in  payment  and  taking 
receipts  from  the  Purchasers  which  is  a  kind  of  relinquishment  or 
satisfaction  of  their  Claimes — 

In  makeing  a  calculation  of  our  expenses  for  Clerk  hire  office  rent 
and  Boarding  from  the  10'"  day  of  August  last  to  the  1"  of  May 
next  (the  time  allowed  by  Law  for  completeing  this  business)  I  find 
that  it  will  amount  to  upwards  of  $1200.  each,  my  salery  and  Com- 
mission on  the  amount  of  Cash  rec"  (which  latter  will  not  be  above 
$20,000)  for  the  same  time  will  not  exceed  $600  the  Registers  will  not 
amount  to  that  sum  so  that  by  the  first  of  May  we  shall  be  out  of 
Pocket  besides  our  constant  Labour  and  attention  at  Least  $600 
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each;  Now  Sir  when  you  see  these  facts,  I  think  you  as  well  as  the 
other  members  of  Congress  generally  will  consider  we  have  a  just 
Claim  to  what  we  ask  and  will  have  no  hesitation  in  granting  it  to  us 
at  the  Present  Session  if  Posable,  seeing  that  the  Case  is  an  urgent 
one. — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obt  Serv' 

S.  Bond— 

P.S.  Please  to  be  so  good  as  to  shew  this  letter  to  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  from  Louisiana,  to  the  Delegates  from  the 
several  Territories,  to  such  others  as  you  may  think  proper  and  then 
deliver  it  to  M"'  M^Kee  chairman  of  the  Committe  of  Public  Lands 
for  the  use  of  the  Committe  "    S.B — 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Benjamin  Stephenson  &  Rufus  Easton 
Washington  City  Free 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JEREMIAH  MORROW 

[NA:SF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  January  18'"  1815. 
D''  Sir  Co1°  Bond  and  myself  have  forwarded  by  this  days  mail  a 
petition  to  congress  praying  for  an  act  granting  us  the  same  commis- 
sion on  Claims  surrendered  in  payment  of  public  land  as  is  allowed  the 
Register  and  Receiver  in  cases  where  the  sales  are  made  for  speci.^ 
This  prayer  we  hope  will  be  thought  reasonable,  since  our  duties  are 
not  only  similar,  but  greatly  augmented  and  consequently  our  expences 
for  clerk  hire  considerably  increased.  The  Proceedure  in  selling  under 
the  act  of  the  16"^  of  April  1814.  is  governed  by  the  act  of  1804  provid- 
ing for  the  sale  of  Public  Lands — Yet  it  would  seem  that  no  express 
pro\'ision  has  been  made  in  our  favour  by  the  act  of  1814  Altho'  I  do 
not  doubt  our  right  to  claim  the  same  Commission  as  is  allowed  in 
ordinary  cases — since  very  laborious  duties  are  super  added  by  this 
law  to  those  incident  to  our  offices  in  cases  where  sales  are  made  for 
money — And  as  this  act  expressly  directs  that  the  confirmed  unlocated 
claims  shall  be  received  in  Payment — we  are  no  doubt  intitled  to  our 
Commission  by  implication  of  law:  and  I  trust  it  will  be  so  construed — 
but  should  this  not  be  the  case  we  rely  on  the  justice  of  congress  for  a 
declaritory  act  to  this  effect. 

The  aforesaid  act  makes  it  our  duty  also  to  decide  on  the  right  of 
Pre-emption  in  all  cases — this  has  realy  been  an  arduous  task,  and  has 
been  attended  with  considerable  expence  in  clerk  hire  &c  for  which 
we  also  ask  an  adiquate  compensation — As  I  presume  that  our  preten- 
se No  reply  found. 
"  Post,  p.  129. 


120  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

sions  will  be  found  just  and  reasonable  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  your  aid  in 
procuring  a  law  for  our  relief. 

I  am,  D'  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  obed'  Serv* 

Mich'  Jones 

The  Honorable,  Jeremiah  Morrow 

[Addressed]    The  Honorable  Jeremiah  Morrow  Washington  City 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  21"  Janu7  1815 

Sir,  I  have  the  honer  to  enclose  the  first  Acco'  current  that  has  been 
received  from  the  Receiver  of  public  monies  at  Kaskaskia. 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  16'"  April  1814  "confirming  certain  claims 
to  land  in  the  Illinois  territory"^*  authorizes  the  Receiver  to  receive 
in  payment  for  certain  lands,  certificates  (to  be  issued  by  the  Register 
of  the  Land  Office)  of  confirmed  unlocated  claims  to  land.  By  the 
account  current  above  mentioned  and  the  Receiver's  quarterly  return 
it  appears  that  he  has  received  such  certificates  to  the  Amount  of 
$141,449.20,  it  appears  also  that  he  has  charged  his  commission  &.the 
Register's,  not  only  on  the  Amount  of  monies  paid  by  purchasers,  but 
on  the  aforesaid  Amount  of  confirmed  unlocated  claims. 

The  Land  Officers  at  Kaskaskia  seem  to  think  that  because  commis- 
sion was  formerly  allowed  upon  the  Amount  of  Stock  transferred  to  the 
U  States  in  payment  for  public  land,  they  are  entitled  to  commission 
on  the  Amount  of  certificates  of  unlocated  confirmed  claims  surren- 
dered in  payment  for  public  lands;  I  am  of  a  different  opinion:  when 
stock  was  received  in  payment,  the  purchasers  of  Land  might  pay  for 
each  instalment  as  it  became  due,  or  in  such  sums  &  at  such  times  as 
pleased  them,  this  gave  the  same  trouble  to  the  land  officers  as  Cash 
payments,  but  in  receiving  a  certificate  of  an  unlocated  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land,  in  payment  for  another  tract,  the  same  trouble  does  not  arise — 
When  stock  was  received  in  payment,  it  was  payment  for  land  actually 
sold,  but  if  commission  is  allowed  upon  certificates  of  confirmed  un- 
located claims,  it  will  be  a  commission  upon  the  value  of  land  given 
away. 

The  Act  of  6'"  April  1814  (Sect-  7)  provides  that  the  Register  shall 
receive  for  each  certificate  of  confirmation  which  he  may  isshue, 
seventy  five  cents,  from  the  person  receiving  such  certificate — this  I 
presume  was  considered  a  compensation  for  his  trouble — no  compensa- 
tion is  provided  for  the  Receiver,  though  it  seems  reasonable  that  he 
should  have  a  similar  compensation  for  entering  the  Certificates. 

"  3  Stat.  126-127. 
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The  Act  of  10'"  May  1800  Sect"  6  &  12/=  and  the  Act  of  26'"  Mar. 
1804,  Sect"  14  ^°  allow  commission  only  on  monies  paid  for  public 
lands  sold. 

I  wait  your  decision  on  this  subject;  when  received,  instructions 
according  to  it  shall  be  given  to  the  Receiver  at  Kaskaskia. 

The  Receiver  states  that  their  is  not  a  Bank  or  safe  place  of  deposite 
for  monies  within  300  Miles  of  Kaskaskia,  &  that  he  his  desirous  that 
the  public  monies  in  his  hands  should  be  drawn  from  him  by  Treasury 
drafts  in  favor  of  the  district  paymaster  or  other  public  officers. 

I  have  the  honer  &" 

Hon"'*  a  J  Dallas    Secret^  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  21''  Jan^  1815 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  28'"  Ult°  has  been  received,"  &  the  documents 
mentioned  in  it.  It  is  not  necessary  to  send  a  Register  of  the  certifi- 
cates which  you  isshue  to  purchasers,  you  have  sent  three  of  them; 
but  a  list  of  the  certificates  of  confirmation  which  you  have  issued 
will  be  usefuU,  &  you  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  such  list. 

I  perceive  the  Receiver  has  charged  your  commission  &  his  own 
upon  the  Amount  of  certificates  of  confirmation  &  on  the  Amount  of 
Cash  paid  by  purchasers — the  former  I  do  not  consider  admissible, 
the  laws  allow  (in  my  opinion)  only  Commission  "on  all  the  monies 
paid  for  public  lands  sold". 

I  have  submitted  this  subject  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  & 
shall  make  his  decision  known  to  the  Receiver  when  I  obtain  it. 

I  am  &" 

Mich'  Jones  Esq"^  Regis'  L  Office    Kaskaskia. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E41:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Jan'  25, 1815 
Sir    Some  interferences  in  the  Indian  department  within  this  terri- 
tory, with  what  I  consider  to  be  the  duties  of  the  Governor  as  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs  ex  officio;  induce  me  to  ask  you  for  informa- 
tion whether  there  is  within  this  Territory  any  authorised  agency, 

»  Terr.  Papers  (N.  W.),  in,  92-93,  95-96. 

^'Ibid.  (Ind.),  VII,  183. 

>'  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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that  is  independent  of,  &  not  subject  to  my  controul  as  superintendent 
of  Indian  affairs.  And  particularly  I  wish  to  know  whether  I  am 
authorised  to  remove  the  agent  that  has  hitherto  been  employed  at 
Peoria,  and  employ  another  in  his  place — If  this  authority  belongs  to 
me  I  shall  surely  exercise  it,  unless  M'  Forsyth  shall  please  me  better 
than  he  has  done  latterly — 

I  do  not  wish  for  authority  that  has  not  been  allowed  to  other  Gov- 
ernors— &  I  hope  there  has  never  been  any  design  to  make  any  dis- 
crimination injurious  to  my  feelings.  Of  services  I  can  boast  but  few — 
but  I  presume  I  may  with  safety  assume  it  as  an  undeniable  fact,  that 
no  Gov'  has  as  yet  managed  the  Indian  department  with  much  more 
fidelity,  judgment  or  economy  than  I  have  done — I  will  not  however 
enlarge  upon  this  subject,  my  object  being  information  only.^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  Mo  Obd'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  25  Jan''  1815  Gov'  Edwards  says  that  he 
would  discharge  M'  Forsyth  from  the  Ind"  Agency  if  authorised — 
Asks  what  controul  he  has  over  the  Ind"  Dep'  Feb"  1815. 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LSI 

Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  January  25'"  1815 
Sir,  Herewith  I  transmit  to  your  Office,  a  quarterly  return,  from 
the  1"  of  October  to  the  31"  of  December,  together  with  an  account 
current  for  the  Month  of  December  1814. 

In  my  letter  accompanying  the  last  quarterly  return,^'  I  stated 
that  two  small  Errors  had  been  discovered  in  discounts  which  should 
be  corrected  in  this  quarterly  return,  but  on  reflecting  that  as  the 
connected  plat  has  not  yet  been  received  by  the  Register  and  that 
it  is  quite  probable  that  an  excess  or  deficiency  would  be  found  in  the 
quantity  contained  in  the  tracts  applied  for  (which  I  fear  will  be  the 
case  in  a  number  of  instances)  I  have  thought  it  best  to  postpone  it 
until  the  plat  is  received,  the  mistake  being  very  trifling  in  amount. 
You  will  observe  that  I  have  charged  Commission  in  the  present 
report,  on  the  amount  of  Evidences  of  Confirmed  unlocated  claims 
to  Land  received  in  payment,  as  in  the  last  quarterly  report,  Altho' 

»  See  post,  p.  188.  See  also  letter  from  Edwards  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
November,  1815,  printed,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  n,  62-66,  in  which  Edwards  again 
reviews  the  question  of  his  status  as  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  and  the 
conflicting  jurisdictions  as  one  cause  of  many  misunderstandings  with  respect  to 
the  administration  of  Indian  affairs  in  Illinois  Territory.  The  original  of  this 
letter  is  in  NA  (SF,  14  Cong.). 

»  Ante,  p.  97. 
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letters  have  been  received  from  Mess"  Stephenson  and  Easton  at 
the  City,^°  that  doubts  existed  with  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office,  whether  it  could  be  allowed.  I  have  not  however  received 
any  Such  information  from  the  department.  But  on  receiving  the 
information  alluded  to,  the  Register  and  myself  forwarded  a  petition 
by  the  last  mail  to  the  above  named  Gentlemen,  in  order  to  be  laid 
before  Congress,  in  case  Commission  should  not  be  allowed  us.  On 
this  subject  Sir,  if  it  should  «©*  be  considered  that  Commission  cannot 
be  allowed  under  the  existing  law;  I  hope  that  as  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  Circumstances  and  the  justness  of  the  claim,  that  you  will 
recommend  that  a  law  ought  to  be  passed  immediately  for  that 
purpose.  For  I  assure  you  that  should  we  not  be  allowed  any  other 
Commission  than  that  on  cash  alone,  the  Register  and  myself  will  be 
out  of  pocket  on  the  first  of  May  about  $600.  each,  besides  our  Salaries 
and  personal  labour. 

In  the  accompanying  return  is  our  account  of  Stationary  &°.  No 
instructions  having  been  given  to  my  office  by  the  department  here- 
tofore on  that  Subject,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  it  was  proper 
to  carry  the  amount  into  the  accounts  or  not.  The  Register  informs 
me,  that  instructions  has  been  given  to  his  Office,  directing  that  the 
Receiver  is  to  pay  the  expence  for  printing  Blanks  &".  And  as  we 
could  not  proceed  in  oiu*  business  without  these  articles  I  have  paid 
the  Amount  and  have  Charged  them  under  the  Commission  Accompt, 
being  instructed  to  do  so  in  the  amount  of  the  Register's  Salary  and 
my  own. 

The  Journal  and  Ledger  in  my  office  will  not  be  more  than  Sufficient 
to  compleat  another  quarter,  I  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of 
being  furnished  with  another  of  each  as  early  as  practicable,  as  also 
being  furnished  with  a  Supply  of  Stationary  which  cannot  be  pro- 
cured here  either  on  reasonable  terms  or  of  a  Sufficient  Quality — The 
Ledger  which  I  have  been  obliged  to  purchase,  has  been  extremely 
troublesome  to  rule,  the  time  and  labour  has  been  considerable,  and  as 
I  am  satisfied  that  no  suitable  books  or  stationary  can  be  had  nearer 
than  Louis\nlle  Kentucky,  I  would  recommend  that  a  proper  form 
for  ruling  the  Ledger  should  be  sent  to  the  receiver  at  Cincinnati, 
who  can  prociu^e  the  Stationary  and  books,  and  have  them  ruled  and 
forwarded  to  the  Register  at  Shawnytown  from  whence  they  can  be 
soon  forwarded  to  this  place. 

At  the  time  of  Opening  my  office,  I  did  not  know  whether  or  not 
that  there  are  any  Species  of  Stock  receiveable  in  payments  for  Lands 
Sold,  being  confident  however  that  there  was  none  in  this  quarter  I 
did  not  open  any  Columns  ia  the  Ledger  for  it — I  should  be  glad  to 


»  Not  found. 
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receive  instructions  respecting  it,  and  also  concerning  Treasury 
Notes, — If  these  are  made  receiveable  in  payment,  it  may  become 
necessary  to  have  the  proper  Columns  ruled  for  that  purpose  in  the 
new  Ledger. 

When  the  Connected  plat  is  received  I  think  it  probable  that  ex- 
cesses and  deficiencies  will  be  found  in  the  contents  of  many  of  the 
entries  of  Land — Should  a  defRciency  appear  in  the  quantity  applied 
for  and  sold,  where  the  whole  of  the  purchase  money  has  been  dis- 
charged in  the  evidences  of  conf''  unlocated  claims — I  wish  to  be  in- 
structed how  repayments  are  to  be  made  to  the  purchasers — This  will 
be  necessary  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  plat,  when  the  Register 
will  commence  granting  final  Certificates  to  purchasers,  and  there  will 
be  but  little  time  left  after  your  instructions  will  reach  us  before  these 
sales  will  close. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  ob'  Ser* 

S.  Bond— 

P.S.  Your  letter  of  the  IB'"  Ul"  was  rec"  by  the  last  mail,"  the 
quarterly  retiun  was  so  far  compleated  that  to  have  made  the  entries 
you  mentioned,  would  have  required  considerable  erasure  in  the  ledger, 
and  a  new  copy  to  be  made — I  conceive  however  that  in  the  manner 
the  several  accounts  are  exhibited,  that  the  entries  you  direct  to  be 
made  are  superseaded  as  will  be  seen  by  the  quarterly  returns  and 
accounts  current  forwarded.    S.  B. — 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  (Jen- 
eral  Land  office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  25  feb  1815  S.  Bond— de  Commiss'  on  evi- 
dence of  claims  de  Treasury  notes — wants  Books  &c  Ans"  6  Mar.** 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 
Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  27'"  Jan^  1815 
Sir,  The  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown,  states  that 
appearances  of  Salt  have  been  discovered  in  a  certain  Township  in 
that  district,  &  Suggests  the  propriety  of  reserving  from  sale  a  portion 
of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  those  appearances,  sufficient  to  preserve  a 
suitable  quantity  of  Timber  for  any  Salt  works  that  may  be  estab- 
lished there.     He  also  states  that  he  is  informed  that  there  are  some 
valuable  buildings  at  Fort  Massac,  &  suggests  the  propriety  of  reserv- 
ing from  sale  about  two  Sections  of  land  around  the  said  fort. 

"  Ante,  p.  50. 
"  Post,  p.  144. 
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It  appears  to  me  desirable  that  those  reservations  should  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honer  &" 

Hon*"''  a  J  Dallas    Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  27'"  Janu^  1815 
Sir,  Your  two  letters  of  5'"  ins',^'  Your  returns  for  October  last,  & 
two  final  certificates  have  been  received.  You  did  well  to  reserve 
from  the  sales  the  private  claims  which  had  been  confirmed  by  Con- 
gress, they  should  have  been  exhibited  on  the  General  Plat  but  being 
few  in  number  v/ere  overlooked;  I  have  written  to  the  Surveyor  General 
to  furnish  you  with  copies  of  the  Surveys  of  all  private  claims  confirmed 
in  your  district.  I  presume  my  predecessor  was  not  aware  of  the  lease 
to  Ficklin,^^  or  he  would  have  directed  you  to  reserve  that  tract,  I 
doubt  whether  the  sales  to  settlers  on  that  tract  are  legal  sales.  I  think 
they  ought  not  to  have  been  made  till  the  expiration  of  the  Lease,  but 
as  no  mine  as  yet  been  opened  by  Ficklin,  &  much  the  greatest  part 
of  the  time  of  the  lease  expired,  he  probably  has  abandoned  the  project, 
&  will  not  I  trust  disturb  the  settlers — he  is  not  permitted  by  the  Lease 
to  enclose  &  cultivate  any  part  of  the  tract  except  it  has  been  cleared 
of  timber  for  the  use  of  the  mine,  consequently  he  can  have  no  claim 
upon  the  Settlers  for  cultivating  their  settlements. 

Yoiu-  representations  relative  to  reserving  some  land  aroimd  Fort 
Massac,  &  for  the  use  of  the  newly  discovered  appearances  of  Salt, 
have  been  laid  before  the  President  of  the  U  States,  when  his  determi- 
nation is  known  it  shall  be  communicated  to  you. 
lamfe" 

Thomas  Sloo  Esq'    Regis'  L  Office    Shawneetown. 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GL0,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS] 

Siu-veyor  Generals  Office    Chillicothe  Feb^  1"  1815. 
Sir    Herewith  enclosed  you  will  receive  a  receipt  from  General 
M'^Arthur  for  the  Virginia  Military  patents  you  sent  through  my 
hands  for  him. 


"  One  printed,  ante,  p.  107;  other  not  found. 
"  See  ante,  xvi,  160. 
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I  am  requested  by  Governor  Worthington  to  forward  to  you  the 
enclosed  plat  &  Certificate  for  2000  Acres  of  Virg»  Military  lands  &  to 
ask  you  to  send  to  me  for  him  the  patent  when  issued. 

I  have  a  letter  from  M'  Harris  dated  the  20"'  ultimo  in  which  he 
says— "that  you  wrote  him  his  account  for  surveying  Shawnee  town 
had  been  passed  at  the  Treasury  department  &  that  I  had  been  in- 
structed to  pay  him  &"" 

He  appears  astonished  I  have  not  done  so  -but  Sir  I  must  again 
inform  you  I  have  never  received  a  line  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  a  Cent  placed  to  my  credit  to  enable  me  to  discharge  the 
demands  accrued  and  accrueing  for  Surveying  &"  I  hope  you  will 
again  apply  to  the  Secretary  &  relieve  me  from  the  disagreeable  situa- 
tion in  which  I  am  placed. 

With  the  highest  respect  I  am  Sir  Your  ob'  Ser' 

Edward  Tiffin 

The  honorable  J  Meigs  Esq'  Com'  Gen'  Land  Office  Wash- 
ington. 

[Addressed]  The  honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner 
of  the  Gen'  Land  Office    Washington. 

[Endorsed]  Chillicothe  1"  feb  1815  E  Tiffin  has  not  received  a 
credit  wants  a  patent  for  Gov'  Worthington.    Ans"  14  feb  " 


THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR    TO    GOVERNOR    EDWARDS 
[NA:  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

War  Dep'  Feb"  1"  1815 
Govern'  Ninlan  Edwards 

Sir  You  are  authorised  to  furnish  rations  to  such  of  the  Kaskaskia 
Indians  within  the  Illinois  Territory  as  in  your  judgement  are  not 
able  to  supply  themselves  with  food  in  consequence  of  attacks  from 
the  Hostile  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  their  present  places  of 
abode,  taking  care  to  observe  all  due  econemy  in  the  prices  which  pay 
for  the  rations  and  a  prudent  dissention  in  furnishing  none  but  in 
cases  of  the  utmost  necssity 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.rLS] 

Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia,  February  7'"  1815 
Sir,  Herewith,  I  transmit  to  your  Office,  an  account  of  Monies 
received,  and  an  Account  current  for  the  Month  of  January  1815 

"  See  Meigs  to  Worthington,  Feb.  14,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
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About  the  time  of  opening  the  sales  in  August  last,  some  of  the 
Settlers  residing  out  of  the  reservation  for  satisfying  unlocated  Claims 
who  are  entitled  to  the  right  of  preemption  under  the  Act  of  the  5'" 
of  Februarj'  1813,  wished  to  make  their  entries,  but  agreed  to  wait 
until  the  hurr>-  of  the  business  of  those  within  the  reservation  were 
gone  through;  Since  that  time  we  were  informed  from  your  department 
that  the  Subject  respecting  those  who  have  improved  on  fractional 
quarter  Sections,  would  be  laid  before  the  Land  Committe;  It  bas  is 
consequently  thought  adviseable  to  wait  the  result  of  that  Subject; 
Should  a  law  pass,  I  should  wish  some  instructions  would  be  given  to 
the  Officers  of  this  Land  district  to  give  Public  notice  of  the  time  when 
those  preemptioners  might  come  in  and  make  their  entries  ^^ 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  yotu-  Ob'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

JosiAH  Meigs  Commissioner  &'= 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  General  of 
the  Land  Office  Washington  City  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  7'"  feb  1815  S  Bond  Ans"  6  Mar  " 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  11'"  Febni^  1815 
Sir,  Yotir  letter  of  3"  Ult°  has  been  received;^'  in  relation  to  those 
tracts  which  have  been  paid  for  in  full,  calculating  upon  the  estimated 
quantities,  I  have  to  observ^e,  that  when  the  true  quantities  are  ascer- 
taind,  a  purchaser  whose  tract  contains  more  land  than  was  estimated 
will  have  the  advantage  of  four  years  cridet  upon  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  (considered  as  part  of  the  4'"  instalm')  or  will  be  entitled  to 
discount  if  paid  in  anticipation;  if  on  the  other  hand  a  tract  contains 
less  than  the  estimated  quantity,  when  the  purchaser  applies  to  be 
reimbursed,  the  discount  of  the  sum  to  be  refunded  must  be  deducted 
from  it,  because  he  was  allowed  discount  when  he  paid  for  the  land; 
&  the  discount  must  be  calculated  as  for  the  fourth  instalment.    When 

"  See  Bond  to  Meigs,  Jan.  11,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.,  Kaskaskia). 
in  reply  to  one  from  Meigs,  Dec.  3,  1814,  ante,  p.  46.  Bond's  letter,  aside  from 
routine  details,  contains  the  following  relevant  paragraph: 

"I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  the  Subject  relative  to  the  improvers  on  fractional 
Sections  will  be  laid  before  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands;  and  I  hope  that 
Congress  will  give  that  discription  of  persons  an  equal  advantage  with  those 
who  have  been  releived  under  the  Act  granting  the  right  of  Preemption — for  I 
see  no  reason  why  they  ought  not." 

«'  Post,  p.  144. 

>«  Ante,  p.  105. 
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there  is  a  surplus  of  Land  the  purchaser  must  be  debited  for  the 
amount,  &  credited  by  Cash,  when  paid,  &  By  discount  if  paid  in 
anticipation.    When  there  is  a  deficiency  of  Land." 
Sales  of  Land  D' 

To  A  B  say  for  10  Acres  at  $2 20.00 

"  A  B  D''  to  sundries 

To  Cash  repaid  him  13.60 

T  discount  4  yrs  on  $20 6.40 


20.00 

Your  letter  of  24""  Decem'  1814  was  duly  received,*"  I  regret  that 
any  opinions  of  other  people  in  the  territory  should  be  expressed, 
which  may  make  claimant  dissatisfied  with  your  conduct  as  Register: 
had  I  thought  your  construction  (of  the  Law)  erroneous  I  should 
have  corrected  it,  &  I  am  pleased  to  learn  from  you  that  the  Pre- 
emptioners  in  general  are  satisfied. 

lamfi" 

Mich'  Jones  Esq'  Regis'  L  office  Kaskaslda. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department  General  Land  Office  IS*"  Febru^  1815 
Sirs    Your  letter  of  11'"  Ult"  has  been  received,*'  with  a  Copy  of 
your  permission  granted  to  Conrad  Will  &  his  associates  to  work  a 
Salt  Spring.    You  may  excute  a  lease  for  three  years  taking  as  a  basis 
the  conditions  of  the  permission;  with  respect  to  any  permanent  im- 
provements that  may  be  made  by  the  Lessee,  you  may  stipulate  that 
on  the  expiration  of  the  lease  they  shall  be  valued  by  disinterested 
persons,  &  the  future  lessee  shall  pay  the  value  to  the  present  Lessee. 
As  to  the  location  for  a  seminary  of  learning,  from  what  you  say 
on  the  subject,  it  appears  adviseable  to  postpone  making  the  location 
till  it  is  ascertained  how  it  can  be  done  most  advantageously, 
lamfi" 

Mich'  Jones  Shadrack  Bond  Esq'  Kaskaskia. 

Send  the  lease  when  executed,  to  me 


»•  Cf.  post,  p.  186. 

•»  Ante,  p.  99,  under  date  of  Dec.  28,  1814. 

"  Ante,  p.  133. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia    February  15""  1815. 

Sir  Inclosed  you  will  receive  Accounts  of  monies  and  unlocated 
confirmed  claims  entered  and  Lands  applied  for  from  the  1^'  to  the 
31°'  of  January  1815. — Also  a  Register  of  Certificates  granted  to  pur- 
chasers of  public  land  during  the  same  time — and  receipts  issued  by 
the  Receiver,  to  wit,  N°  433  and  from  N"  436  to  462  inclusive  «'— 

By  the  last  mail  I  received  a  Connected  plat  from  the  Surveyor 
General,*^  who  states,  that  he  made  it  out  so  far  as  the  returns  would 
enable  him;  which  I  find  is  not  complete — the  contents  of  neither 
sections  nor  fractions  being  stated.  I  am  therefore  obliged  to  depend 
on  the  information  obtained  from  M'  Rectors  plat,  which  may  not 
in  all  cases  be  precisely  correct — but  as  I  intend  to  issue  no  final 
Certificate  untill  a  corrected  official  plat  is  received — the  errors  (if 
any)  can  then  be  corrected  and  omissions  supplied — On  this  subject 
I  shall,  however,  beg  some  instructions  from  your  department. — 

I  am.  Sir,  very  respectfully  your  Obed'  Serv* 

Mich'  Jones 

The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  15  feb  1815  M  Jones  with  returns  has 
rec*  plat  from  S^G'     Ans"  7  Mar  " 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  MICHAEL  JONES  AND 
SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:SF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.:DS] 

[Referred  February  15,  1815] 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress 

Assembled. 

The  Petition  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Public  monies  for  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia  humbly  sheweth: — That  the  Acts  of  Congress 
of  the  5'"  of  February  1813  «  &  the  16'"  of  April  1814,*«  authorises  a 
partial  Sale  of  the  public  Lands  in  the  said  district,  to  Such  Settlers 
as  had  actually  Cultivated  or  improved  thereon,  and  those  who  were 
the  holders  of  Confirmed  unlocated  Claims.  The  Act  of  the  16'" 
of  April  provides  for  the  Sale  of  not  less  than  one  quarter  nor  more 
than  one  Section  to  Such  Settlers  as  had  actually  cultivated  and 

"  Not  present. 

«'  Not  found. 

"  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

<»  2  Stat.  797-798. 

««3  Stat.  125  127. 
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improved  prior  to  that  day;  and  permits  the  holders  of  unlocated 
Claims  as  well  as  these  preemptioners  to  Surrender  in  pajTnent  for 
any  lands  they  may  pxirchase,  their  Evidence  of  such  unlocated 
claims;  and  directs  entries  to  be  made  in  Conformity  with  the  Act 
of  1804  authorising  the  Sale  of  Public  Lands.  These  laws  impose  on 
the  Register  and  Receiver,  all  the  duties  required  of  them  by  the  Act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  public  land,  with  the  additional  duties  of 
examining  into  and  diciding  in  all  cases  on  the  right  of  preemption. 
Yet  no  Compensation  seems  to  have  been  provided  other  than  that 
which  your  Petitioners  supposed  would  arise  by  implication  of  law. — 
The  Register  and  Receiver  are  entitles  by  the  Act  of  1804  to  a  Com- 
mission on  all  monies  received  in  payment  for  Lands  Sold  *'' — In  this 
case  the  Evidence  of  Claims  on  the  United  States  are  directed  to  be 
received  in  payment;  and  the  same  procedure  becomes  necessary  as 
in  other  cases  where  the  Lands  sold  are  paid  for  in  Specie;  with  the 
following  additional  duties  which  by  the  Acts  aforsaid  are  imposed 
on  the  Officers  of  the  Land  office.  A  discription  in  the  Receivers 
receipts  and  the  entries  of  the  public  lands  applied  for  by  the  Register, 
of  the  claims  surrendered — In  scrutizing  and  filing  title  papers  of  the 
holders  of  Certificates  of  confirmd  unlocated  Claims — In  prefixing  a 
list  of  claims  surrendered,  to  the  accounts  of  lands  applied  for,  are 
superadded  by  these  laws,  to  those  incident  to  their  functions  in  cases 
where  Sales  are  made  for  money,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  Accompanying 
specimens.  Why,  then  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  ask,  are  they 
not  entitled  to  the  same  Commission  as  are  allowed  them  in  cases 
less  arduous  than  those  they  are  required  to  perform  under  these 
acts,  at  an  expence  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars  per  month 
for  Clerk  hire  exclusive  of  their  own  personal  services — 

Your  Petitioners  beleiving  it  to  be  but  an  act  of  Justice  and  con- 
fiding in  the  wisdom  and  generous  policy  of  their  Government,  pray 
that  an  act  may  be  passed  granting  them  the  same  Commission  al- 
lowed them  in  cases  where  lands  are  sold  for  money- — 

Your  Petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  represent  that  they  are  justly 
entitled  to  a  further  allowance  of  five  hundred  dollars  each  as  a 
Compensation  for  examining  witnesses  and  taking  depositions  in  sup- 
port of  the  pretensions  of  Pre  emptioners  and  deciding  thereon  This 
Judicial  part  of  their  duty  has  proved  to  them  very  arduous  and 
perplexing  and  has  been  attended  with  considerable  expence  for  Clerk 
hire  &"  Your  Petitioners  confiding  &■=  as  aforsaid  in  duty  bound  will 
ever  pray 

Mich' Jones  Reg' 
S.  Bond— Receiver 

«'  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vil,  175  (sec.  2). 
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[Endorsed]  13  Cong  3  Sess  Petition  of  Michael  Jones  and  W.  Bond 
praying  compensation  for  their  services  as  register  and  receiver  of 
pubHc  monies  for  the  district  of  Kaskaskias.  1815  Feb^  15.  ref""  to 
the  com*"  on  Indiana  Mem'** 

[Enclosures] 

Specimen  of  the  Receipt  and  Journal  Entries  &"  which  would  he  requisite, 

had  the  purchase  of  William  Blair  been  made  in  cask  only — 
(Copy) 
Receipt  N"  93.        Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  September  7'"  1814 

Received  of  William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County  Illinois  Territory, 
the  evidence  of  his  claim  to  300  acres  of  Confirmed  unlocated  claims 
to  land,  being  the  whole  of  Claim  N°  612  of  100  acres,  originally 
claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste  Cabassier  as  per  the  Registers  Certificate 
N"  542.  the  whole  of  Claim  N°  613.  of  100  acres  originally  claimed  by 
WilUam  Jones  as  per  the  Registers  certificate  N°  540  and  the  whole 
of  claim  N"  611.  of  100  acres  originally  claimed  by  Joseph  Parisien 
as  per  the  Registers  Certificate  N°  541.  which  are  Received  in  pay- 
ment of  the  purchase  money  of  three  hundred  Acres  out  of  the  frac- 
tional Section  N°  30  and  the  West  fractional  half  of  fractional  Sec- 
tion N"  29  of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range  N"  11  West  Containing 
together  three  hundred  and  ninety  nine  acres  and  seventy  seven 
hundredths  of  an  acre  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  Also  received  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  three  dollars  and  sixty  three  cents  in 
cash,  which  with  the  discounts  hereinafter  stated  and  allowed,  is  in 
full  of  the  purchase  money  for  ninety  nine  Acres  and  seventy  seven 
hundredths  of  an  acre,  the  residue  of  the  said  fractional  section  & 
fractional  half  section  after  making  the  deduction  aforsaid,  for  which 
he  intends  to  apply  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  bearing  date  the 
16*"  day  of  April  1814  Entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain  claims  to 
Land  in  the  Illinois  Territory  and  providing  for  their  location" 

Discount  at  8  percent  per  annum  for  2  years  on  49.88K 

dollars  the  am' of  the  2°Mnstalm' 7.98 

ditto  .  .  .  ditto  for  3  years  on  49.88%  dollars  the  Am*  of 

the  3Mnstalment 11.97 

ditto.  .  .  .  ditto  for  4  years  on  49.88K  dollars  the  amount 
of  the  4'"  Instalment 15.96 

Doll= 35.91 

300  acres  &  $163.63  Eq'  to  Doll=  763  63/100 


<*  Senate  Journal,  V,  647.     The  Indiana  memorial  has  not  been  found.     No 
further  action  is  noted. 
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Copy  of  Receipts  taken  on  the  Back  of  the  Registers  Certificates — 

Claim  N°  612  Reg"  Certificate  N"  542 

"Receiver's  Office— Kaskaskia  Sep'  7'"  1814 
Received  of  Shadrach  Bond  Receiver,  a  receipt  for  one  hundred 
acres  of  Land,  being  the  whole  of  the  within  mentioned  claim,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  fractional  Section  N°  30  and  the  West  fractional  half 
of  fractional  Section  N°  29  of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range  N°  11 
West  for  which  I  intend  to  apply  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress 
bearing  date  the  16'"  day  of  April  1814." 

(Signed)    William  Blair 

Claim  N"  613    Reg"  Certif '  N"  540 

"Receiver's  Office — Kaskaskia  Sep*  7'"  1814 — 
Received  of  Shadrach  Bond,  Receiver,  a  receipt  for  one  hundred 
acres  of  Land,  being  the  whole  of  the  within  mentiond  Claim,  in  the 
purchase  of  the  fractional  Section  N°  30  and  the  West  half  of  frac- 
tional section  N"  29  of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range  N°  11  West 
for  which  I  intend  to  Apply  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  bearing 
date  the  16"'  day  of  April  1814." 

(Signed)     William  Blair 

Claim  N°  611.    Reg"  Certf  N°  541.     [Identical  with  above]. 

Copy  of  Journal  Entries 

Cash  and  Evidence  of  Confirmed  unlocated  Claims  to  Land  D'  to 
William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County  Illinois  Territory 

1814  Sep' 7""  Doiuct. 

For  the  Evidence  of  his  claim  to  three  hundred  acres  of 
Confirmed  unlocated  claims  to  land,  being  the  whole  of  Claim 
N°  612  of  100  Acres  originally  claimed  by  Jean  Baptiste 
Cabassier,  as  per  the  Registers  Certificate  N°  542,  the  whole 
of  Claim  N°  613  of  100  acres  originally  Claimed  by  William 
Jones  as  per  the  Registers  Certificate  N°  540  and  the  whole  of 
Claim  N»  611.  of  100  acres  originally  claimed  by  Joseph 
Parisien  as  per  the  Registers  Certificate  N°  541.  which  are 
received  in  payment  in  full  of  the  purchase  money  for  three 
hundred  acres  out  of  the  fractional  Section  N°  30  and  the 
West  fractional  half  of  fractional  Section  N"  29  of  Town- 
ship N°  3  South  of  Range  N°  11  West,  Containing  together 
three  hundred  and  ninety  nine  acres  and  seventy  seven  hun- 
dredths of  an  acre  at  two  dollars  per  acre.  &  For  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  three  [dollars  and  sixty  three  cents  in  Cash, 
which  with  the  discounts  hereinafter  stated  and  allowed,  is  in 
full    of   the   purchase   money   of   ninety   nine   acres   and 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  133 

Dolls  ct« 

seventy  seven  hundredths  of  an  acre,  the  residue  of  the 
said  fractional  Section  N°  30  and '  the  West  fractional 
half  of  fractional  Section  N°  29  after  making  the  deduction 
aforsaid  as  per  the  Receipt  N"  93.—  763 .  63. 

Accompt  of  Discounts  D"'  To  William  Blair 

1814  Sep*  7"^ 

For  the  following  sums  discounted  on  the  2°*  3"^  &  4*" 
Instalments  of  the  purchase  money  of  ninety  nine  acres  and 
seventy  seven  hundredths  of  an  acre  the  residue  of  the 
fractional  Section  N°  30  and  the  West  fractional  half  of 
fractional  Section  N°  29— of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range 
N°  11.  West,  after  deducting  300  acres  therefrom  which 
was  paid  in  the  Evidence  of  Confirmed  unlocated  claims  to 
Land  at  two  dollars  per  acre  as  per  Receipt  N°  93.  granted  to 
him  on  this  day — 

Discount  at  8  per  cent  per  annum  for  2  years  on 
$49.88K  the  am' of  the  2'"»  instalment 7.98 

Ditto Ditto for  3  years  on 

$49.88K  the  amount  of  the  S-i  instalment  ...     11.97 

Ditto ditto for   4   years    on 

$49.88M  the  Am' of  the  4'Mnstalment .    .    .    .    .15.96 


35.91. 
William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County  D' 
To  Sales  of  Public  Land 

1814  Sep'  7'" 

For  seven  hundred  and  ninety  nine  dollars  and  fifty  four 
cents,  the  Amount  of  the  pixrchase  money  of  fractional 
Section  N°  30  and  the  West  fractional  half  of  fractional 
Section  N°  29  of  Township  N"  3  South  of  Range  N°  11  West 
Containing  399  77/100  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre  pur- 
chased by  him  on  this  day —  799 .  54 

[Endorsed]  Specimen  N"  1.  Copy  of  the  Receipts  &  Journal 
Entries  of  the  Application  and  purchase  of  William  Blair. 

Receipt  N°  93.  Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  Sep^  7'"  1814 

Received  of  William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County  Illinois  Territory  the 
sum  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  five  dollars  and  sixty  three  cents  in  Cash, 
which  with  the  discounts  hereinafter  stated  is  in  full  of  the  purchase 
money  of  fractional  Section  N°  30.  &  the  West  fractional  half  of  frac- 
tional Section  N°  29  of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range  N"  11  West 
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containing  together  399  77/100  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre  for  which 
he  intends  to  apply. 

Discount  at  8  per  cent  per  annum  for  2  years  on  $199.88K  the 

am'  of  the  2'">  Instalment.     31.98 

ditto ditto    for  3  years  on  $199.88};;  the 

Am'  of  the  3^"  Instalment.     47.97 

ditto ditto    for  4  years  on  $199.88K  the 

Amount  of  the  4'"  Instal- 
ment        63.96 


Dollars  655  63/100.  Dollars    143.91. 

Sundries  D"  to  William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County 

For  the  following  sums,  being  in  full  of  the  purchase  money  of 
fractional  section  N"  30  and  the  West  half  of  fractional  Section  N"  29 
of  Township  N"  3.  South  of  Range  N°  11  West 

Cash  and  Stock  Accompt 

For  Six  hundred  and  fifty  five  dollars  and  sixty  three  cents 
in  cash  as  per  Receipt  N°  93.  granted  to  him  on  this  day  .    .    .  655 .  63 

Accompt  of  Discounts 

For  Discount  at  8  per  cent  per  annum  for  2  years  on  $199.88 

K  the  am'  of  the  2""'  Instalment 31.98 

"  ditto  .    .    .  ditto  for  3  years  on  $199.88  K  the  amount  of 

the  3Mnstalment .    47.97 

"  ditto    .    .    .    ditto  for  4  years  on  $199.88  K  the  Am'  of 

the  4'"  Instahnent 63.96. 


143.91. 
September  7'"  1814 
William  Blair  of  S'  Clair  County  D'  to  Sales  of  Public  Land 
for  seven  hundred  and  ninety  nine  dollars  and  fifty  four 
cents  being  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  for  fractional 
section  N  °  30  and  the  west  fractional  half  of  fractional  Section 
N"  29  of  Township  N°  3  South  of  Range  N"  11  West  Contain- 
ing 399  77/100  acres  at  two  dollars  per  acre  purchased  on  the 
7'"  day  of  September  1814 799.54 

Amount  of  Words  and  figures  in  W"  Blair  entry  paid  in  Cash 

&  Evidence  fc"^ 1175 

Amount  of  words  if  it  had  been  in  cash  as  herein  stated  .    .    .        440 


Difference  between  the  two  methods —  735  words 

&  figures  in  the  Receiving  Office — 
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Note.  The  purchase  of  William  Blair  is  about  a  common  case, 
there  are  a  great  number  of  entries  which  are  more  lengthy  and  require 
considably  more  writing. 

[Endorsed]  N°  2  Specimen  of  William  Blairs  entry  as  if  the  same 
had  been  paid  in  cash  shewing  the  difference  of  labour  in  receiving 
unlocated  Claims,  from  that  in  cash  payments. 

[December  31"  1800] 
Copy — From  the  book  of  journal  forms  of  Entries  Transmitted  to 

the  Receivers  Office  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  by  the  Treasury 

Department  (Page  N°  5) 
Receiver's  Office  at  Steubenville,  December  31"  1800.  °°"^   ■='" 

Comission  Accompt  D''  To  Cash  &  Stock  Accompt 

For  thirty  five  dollars  and  fifteen  cents  being  my  Com- 
mission at  one  per  cent  on  3,515  75/100  dollars,  the  amount 
of  Cash  and  Stock  accounted  for  from  the  1"  of  July  to  the 
31°'  of  December  1800  as  per  Account — thereof  rendered  to 
the  Treasury  Department,  Consisting  of  2480  60/100 
dollars,  being  the  value  of  Stock,  and  1,035  15/100  dollars  in 
cash 35.15 

The  United  States  D''  to  Sundries 
To  Accompt  of  Discounts 

For  Eight  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  eighty  cents, 
being  the  Amount  allowed  for  discounts  from  the  1"  of 
July  to  the  31"  of  December  1800  as  per  account  thereof 
rendered  to  the  Treasiu-y 802.80 

To  Cash  and  Stock  Accompt 

For  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars  and 
sixty  cents;  being  the  value  of  Stock  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  and  passed  to  the  Credit  of  Individuals  from 
the  1"  of  July  to  the  31"  of  December  1800,  as  per  accovmt 
thereof  rendered  to  the  Treasury 2480 .  60 

To  Commission  Accompt 

For  thirty  five  dollars  and  fifteen  cents,  being  my  Com- 
mission at  one  per  cent  on  3,515  75/100  dollars  the  amount  of 
Stock  and  Cash  accounted  for  from  the  1"  of  July  to  the  31" 
of  December  1800  as  per  account  thereof  rendered  to  the 
Treasury 35.15 

[Endorsed]  N°  3.  Copy  of  Instruction  forms  of  the  Treasury 
Department  Shewing  that  Commission  has  been  allowed  on  Stock 
received  by  Receiver's 
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EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:  ALS] 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  Chillicothe  Feb"  23"  1815 

Sir  Yours  of  the  29'"  ultimo  arrived  by  the  last  mail  requesting 
that  copies  of  surveys  of  the  few  private  claims  confirmed  by  Congress 
laying  in  the  Shawnee  town  district  might  be  forwarded  to  the 
Register  there  also  copies  of  the  Surveys  to  you'*' — I  can  only  discover 
three  Surveys  of  100  Acres  each  laying  there— and  have  complied  with 
your  request — 

I  also  rec"  yours  of  the  27'"  ultimo,  respecting  the  Kaskaskia  dis- 
trict"— I  had  previously  forwarded  a  plat  of  the  District  to  the 
Register  there  &  am  engaged  to  prepare  one  for  you  also  the  township 
plats  which  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  possible 

With  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Sev' 

Edward  Tiffin 

Hon*'*  M"'  Meigs  Washington 

[Addressed]  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the 
Gen'  Land  Office    Washington. 

[Endorsed]  Chilicothe  23  feb  1815  E  Tiffin  Surv'  Gen'  private 
surveys  in  Shawneetown. 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS) 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  Feb^  27 »"  1815 
Sir    Herewith  you  will  receive  plats  &  descriptions  of  13  Townships 
in  the  2"  range  South  of  the  base  line  in  the  Kaskaskia  district — 

You  will  recollect  those  townships  were  Surveyed  under  Contracts 
made  by  the  late  Surveyor  General  M'  Mansfield,  and  were  not  re- 
turned to  this  Office  in  as  correct  a  form  as  they  ought  to  have  been — 
It  is  not  in  my  power  to  interfere  so  as  to  have  more  correct  returns 
your  Draftsman  M'  King  must  make  the  best  he  can  of  them— I  can 
only  say,  that  when  I  make  contracts  for  Surveying,  having  controul 
over  the  Deputies,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  returns  to  your  Office — 
such  as  will  be  approved  off— 

Be  pleased  to  shew  this  letter  to  M'  King — that  while  he  is  perpexed 
with  these,  He  may  be  anticipating  a  hope,  when  we  get  to  New  Work 
He  will  have  easier  times — 


»  NA  (GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v). 
«  Loc.  eit. 
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We  have  to  make  Copies  of  both  plats  &  descriptions  of  the  rest 
before  we  can  return  any  more  as  well  as  to  compare  &  calculate  which 
will  take  up  much  time. 

with  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 

Honorable  M"'  Meigs    Washington 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner 
Gen'  Land  Office     Washington. 

[Endorsed]  Chillicothe  27  feb:  1815  Edw"  Tiffin  S^  Gen'  with  13 
plats  Kaskak*  ans"*  13  March  "  &  plats  given  to  M"'  King. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E39:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Terty  March  1.  1815 

Sir  Last  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  a 
company  of  rangers  raised  by  Maj'  Judy  ^'  who  is  equally  distin- 
guished by  his  bravery  &  prudence  as  a  soldier,  &  his  respectability 
as  a  citizen — he  could  have  raised  double  the  number  of  men  and  I 
think  I  may  say  that  his  company  is  a  picked  one — I  have  now  the 
honor  to  enclose  you  their  tender  of  service — 

If  we  may  judge  from  the  hostilities  of  the  Indians  the  services  of 
those  men  &  many  more  will  be  wanting.  Within  the  last  week 
some  murders  have  been  committed  and  several  prisoners  taken  by 
the  Indians  in  the  County  of  Gallatin  w"  includes  the  U  S.  Saline 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y"  Is/io  Obd"^  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Addressed]  The  Honble  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  War  Wash- 
ington City    Free 

[Endorsed]  His  Excellency  Ninian  Edwards  Incloses  an  offer  of 
Service  from  a  Volunteer  Company  of  Rangers,  under  Capt.  Judy — 
1.  March  1815.     March  1815.'* 

[Enclosure] 
List  of  Volunteers  as  a  Company  of  Rangers 

[March  1,  1815] 
We  whose  names  are  hereto  Subscribed  do  agree  to  Serve  as  rangers 
or  Mounted  Volunteers  on  the  frontier  of  the  Illinois  and  adjoining 
territories  agreeably  to  any  Law  that  now  is  or  hereafter  may  be 

«  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  518. 

"  Not  found. 

**  No  reply  found. 
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passed  by  Congress  and  as  such  we  hereby  tender  our  Servises  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States  for  one  year  unless  sooner  dischar'd 

Samuel  Steel 
Solomon  Miller 
John  Hargrove 
Joseph  Holcombe 
Zachariah  Holcombe 
James  Philip 
Jonathan  Nox 
Israel  Robinson 
George  Smith 
John  Cavarce 
John  Btes  ^ 
Samuel  Thomas 
Thomas  Hamilton 
John  Starky 
Joseph  Harris 
Thomas  Daniel 
Philimon  Higgins 
William  york 
Thomas  Ratten 
Jacob  Wagnor  " 
Daniel  Wagnor 
Absolum  Wollems 
William  Jacobs 
William  Lunsford 
Pascal  Chartran 
Lewis  Raugard 
August  Chotaut 
Pierre  Lavillere 
Francis  Labarge 
Matthew  Burnet 
John  Walker 
James  Thompson 
William  Thompson 
David  Chance 
George  Mitchel 
John  Rutherford 
Simon  Radcliff 
John  Going 
John  Scott 
John  Thopson  " 
Benjamin  Vermilion 
William  Allin '» 

"  Plainly  written,  but  probably  intended  for  Porter. 

**  As  written;  according  to  the  1818  census  there  was  a  John  Bates  in  the 
territory. 

"  Or  Wagoner,  according  to  the  1820  state  census.    A  Jacob  Wagner  is  noted 
in  the  1818  census. 
'   w  Thompson,  according  to  both  the  census  of  1818  and  of  1820. 

"  Allen  in  the  1820  census. 


1 

Samuel  Judy,  Cap' 

43 

2 

Joseph  Ogle  1  Lie' 

44 

3 

Charls  R.  Matheny  2'">  Lie' 

45 

4 

Abraham  Pruitt  3"  Lie' 

46 

5 

Ettenne  Doe  Ensign. 

47 

6 

William  Moore  1.  Sergeant, 

48 

7 

William  Biggs  2" 

49 

8 

Paul  Kingston  3" 

50 

9 

William  Scott  4'" 

51 

10 

Wily  Green  5'" 

52 

11 

Samuel  Vermillion  1  Corporel 

53 

12 

Jack  Bartelle  2" 

54 

13 

Conrod  Hoosong  3'' 

55 

14 

Charles  Kitchens  4'" 

56 

15 

Fielding  Steel  5'" 

57 

16 

William  Cox  6'" 

58 

17 

Felix  Mcglaulin 

59 

18 

Benjamin  Deleplain 

60 

19 

John  Deleplain 

61 

20 

Benjamin  Hagerman 

62 

21 

John  Robinson 

63 

22 

Enos  Jarvis 

64 

23 

Francis  Rascine 

65 

24 

James  Pulliam 

66 

25 

Tusant  Shatrough 

67 

26 

Lewis  Rail 

68 

27 

Hubeme  Delurm 

69 

28 

Colat  Waint 

70 

29 

John  Raymon 

71 

30 

Mathew  I.  Cox 

72 

31 

Samuel  Scott 

73 

32 

William  Reed 

74 

33 

Daniel  Holcomb 

75 

34 

Thomas  Holcomb 

76 

35 

Isaac  Basye 

77 

36 

William  Portor  " 

78 

37 

Robert  Hufman 

79 

38 

Samuel  Ware 

80 

39 

Thomas  Piper 

81 

40 

Jonathan  Casterline 

82 

41 

Jessee  Million 

83 

42 

Bennet  MiUion 

84 

85 

Jerimiah  McKinney 

96 

86 

Bennet  Mason 

97 

87 

Ransom  Caudle 

98 

88 

Abel  Mcneal 

99 

89 

James  Watts 

100 

90 

William  Moore 

101 

91 

George  Wakefield 

102 

92 

John  Padan  ^° 

103 

93 

James  Maddox 

104 

94 

Lenard  Maddux 

105 

95 

Haden  Watts 

106 
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John  Ward 
John  A.  Wakefield 
James  Walker 
Edmond  Bridgeman 
Enos  Young 
William  Stallions 
Fields  Bradshaw 
Obediah  Bradshaw 
Zachariah  Bradshaw 
JohnWagnor 
Aaron  Robinson 


AN  ACT  RESPECTING  THE  DUTIES  OF  UNITED  STATES 

JUDGES   IN   THE   TERRITORY 

[NA:SD,  Original  Statutes  «'] 

[March  3,  1815] 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled,  That  the  Illinois  Territory 

shall  be  divided  into  three  Circuits  in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes 

hereinafter  mentioned.*^-  Sec:  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the 

•»  Padon  in  both  the  census  of  1818  and  1820. 

«i  Printed  also  in  3  Stat.  237-239. 

<"  The  legislative  history  of  this  act  will  be  found  in  House  Journal,  ix,  709,  739, 
741,  745,  751,  754,  763,  768,  780;  Senate  Journal,  V,  677,  680-681,  690;  Annals, 
13  Cong.,  3  sess.,  283,  286,  1124,  1194,  1255.  The  original  bill,  introduced  in  the 
House  on  Feb.  6, 1815,  bore  the  title  "An  act  declaratory  of  the  powers  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  Territory  of  Illinois".  This  bill  (NA,  HF,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.),  also 
carried  the  following  preamble: 

"1"  Beit  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
of  America  in  Congress  assembled  That  the  Govenor  Legeslative  Council  and 
house  of  Representatives  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  are  hereby  authorised  and 
empowered  to  pass  laws  directing  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  sessions  of 
their  General  Court 

2"'*  And  Be  it  further  enacted  That  the  assent  of  Congress  is  hereby  given  and 
declared  to  an  act  of  the  Govenor  Legislative  Council  and  house  of  Representatives 
of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  december  in  the  year 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen  entitled  "an  act  establishing  a  supreme 
court  for  Illinois  Territory" 

The  bill  was  amended  on  Feb.  25,  on  motion  of  McLean,  of  Ohio,  by  deleting 
the  preamble.     On  Feb.  18,  McLean  had  proposed  another  amendment,  as  follows: 

"That  the  Judges  of  the  General  Court  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  shall  be  and 
they  or  any  two  of  them  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  hold  two  sessions 
yearly  and  every  year  at  the  following  places  viz  Shawnee  Town,  Kaskaskia  & 
Madison  Court  House  commencing  at  the  followng  periods  to  wit — at  Shawnee 
Town  on  the  last  Mondays  in  May  &  September,  at  Kaskaskia  on  the  second 
Mondays  in  June  &  October  and  at  Madison  Court  House  on  the  fourth  Mondays 
in  June  &  October — " 

The  proposed  amendment  is  found  attached  to  the  original  bill;  it  was  withdrawn 
by  its  sponsor  on  Feb.  21. 
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counties  of  Madison  and  St.  Clair  shall  compose  the  first  circuit,  the 
Counties  of  Randolph  and  Johnson  shall  compose  the  second  circuit, 
and  the  Counties  of  Gallatin  and  Edwards  shall  compose  the  third 
Circuit.  Sec:  3.  And  be  it  furlher  enacted,  That  the  Judges  hereto- 
fore appointed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  the  Illinois 
Territory,  under  the  authority  of  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
shall  previous  to  the  time  prescribed  by  this  act  for  holding  the  first 
Court  in  the  said  Territory,  proceed  to  allot  amongst  themselves  the 
Circuit  in  which  they  shall  respectively  preside,  which  allotment  shall 
continue  in  force  for  and  during  the  Term  of  one  year  thereafter,  and 
such  allotment  shall  be  annually  renewed,  and  which  allotment,  in 
writing,  signed  by  the  said  Judges,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  be 
entered  of  Record  in  the  said  Courts,  respectively,  by  the  Clerks 
thereof,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Term  next  after  such  allotment 
shall  have  been  made.  Sec:  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  Judges  respectively  to  hold  two  Terms  an- 
nually in  each  county  in  their  respective  Circuits  in  conformity  with 
the  preceeding  sections  of  this  act,  which  shall  commence  at  the  times 
hereinafter  mentioned,  that  this  to  say;  in  the  County  of  Madison  on 
the  last  Mondays  in  May  and  September,  in  the  County  of  St  Clair, 
on  the  second  Mondays  in  June  and  October,  in  the  County  of  Ran- 
dolph on  the  third  Mondays  in  June  and  October,  in  the  County  of 
Johnson  on  the  fourth  Mondays  in  June  and  October,  in  the  County 
of  Gallatin  on  the  first  Mondays  in  July  and  November,  and  in  the 
County  of  Edwards  on  the  second  Mondays  in  July  and  November, 
in  each  year,  and  the  said  Courts  shall  be  styled  Circuit  Courts  for 
the  Counties  in  which  such  Courts  shall  be  held  respectively.  Sec:  5. 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Court  shall  be  holden  at  the 
respective  Courts  Houses  of  said  Counties,  and  the  said  Judges  re- 
spectively shall  in  their  respective  circuits,  have  jurisdiction  over  all 
causes  matters  or  things  at  common  law  or  in  chancery,  arising  in 
each  of  said  Counties,  except  in  cases  where  the  Debt  or  demand 
shall  be  under  twenty  Dollars,  in  which  cases  they  shall  have  no 
jurisdiction.  Sec:  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Judges 
shall  be  consen-ators  of  the  peace,  and  the  said  Circuit  Courts  in 
Term  time,  or  the  judges  thereof  in  vacation,  shall  have  power  to 
award  injunctions,  writs  of  neexeat.  Habeas  Corpus  and  all  other 
writs  and  process  that  may  be  necessaiy  to  the  execution  of  the  power 
with  which  they  are  or  may  be  vested.  Sec:  7.  And  be  it  further 
enacted.  That  the  said  Circuit  Courts  respectively  shall  have  power 
to  hear  and  determine  all  Treasons,  felonies  and  other  crimes  and 
misdemeanors  that  may  be  committed  within  the  respective  Counties 
aforesaid,  and  that  may  be  brought  before  them  respectively,  by  any 
rules  or  regulations  prescribed  by  law.    Sec:  8.  And  be  it  further  en- 
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acted,  That  all  suits  shall  be  tried  in  the  Counties  in  which  they 
originate,  unless  in  cases  that  are  or  may  be  specially  provided  for 
by  Law.  Sec:  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  the  Circuit  Judge 
shall  not  attend  on  the  first  day  of  any  Court,  or  if  a  quorum  of  the 
Court  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  not  attend  in  like  manner,  such 
court  shall  stand  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  a  court  shall  be 
made  if  that  shall  happen  before  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
third  day.  Sec  :  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  either  a  Circuit 
Court,  or  the  Court  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  not  sit  in  any  Term, 
or  shall  not  continue  to  sit  the  whole  Term,  or  before  the  end  of  the 
Term  shall  not  have  heard  and  determined  all  matters  ready  for  its 
decision  all  such  matters  and  things  depending  in  Court,  and  unde- 
termined shall  stand  continued  until  the  next  succeeding  Term. 
Sec:  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  from  any  cause  either  of 
the  said  Courts  shall  not  sit  on  any  day  in  a  term  after  it  shall  have 
been  opened,  there  shall  be  no  discontinuance,  but  so  soon  as  the 
cause  is  removed  the  court  shall  proceed  to  business  until  the  end  cf 
the  Term,  if  the  business  depending  before  it  be  not  sooner  dis- 
patched. Sec:  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Judicial  Term 
of  the  said  Circuit  Courts  shall  consist  of  six  days  in  each  County 
during  which  time  the  Court  shall  sit  unless  the  business  before  it 
shall  be  sooner  determined.  Sec:  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That 
a  Clerk  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  Circuit  Courts  respectively  in 
each  county,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  Issue  process  in  all  cases  orig- 
nating  in  his  County,  to  keep  and  preserve  the  Records  of  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Court  therein,  and  to  do  and  perform  in  the  County 
all  the  duties  which  may  be  enjoined  on  him  by  law.  Sec:  14.  And 
be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  the  cases  that  were  on  the  thirty  first 
day  of  December  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four- 
teen, depending  in  the  Courts  of  common  pleas  in  the  respective 
Counties,  the  parties  or  their  Attorneys  shall  be  permitted  to  take  all 
such  measures  for  bringing  them  to  trial  that  might  have  been  taken 
if  no  change  had  taken  place,  and  the  said  Circuit  Courts  respectively 
shall  as  far  as  possible  proceed  to  the  trial  thereof  in  the  same  manner 
that  the  said  Courts  of  Common  pleas  might  legally  have  done,  had 
no  other  change  than  a  mere  alteration  of  the  Terms  taken  place. 
Sec:  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  Judges  appointed  as 
aforesaid  or  a  majority  of  them  shall  constitute  a  Court  to  be  styled 
the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory,  and  shall  hold  two  ses- 
sions annually  at  the  Town  of  Kaskaskia,  which  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Mondays  in  March  and  August  in  every  year,  and  continue 
in  session  until  the  business  before  them  shall  be  completed,  which 
Court  shall  have  appellate  Jurisdiction  only,  and  to  which  appeals 
shall  be  allowed,  and  from  which  writs  of  error  according  to  the 
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principles  of  the  common  law,  and  conformably  to  the  laws  and 
usages  of  the  said  Territory,  may  be  prosecuted  for  the  reversal  of 
the  judgments  and  decrees  as  well  of  the  said  Circuit  Courts,  as  of 
any  inferior  Courts  which  now  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established  by 
the  laws  of  the  said  Territory.  Sec:  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted, 
That  a  Clerk  shall  be  appointed  by  the  said  Court  of  Appeals,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  Issue  process  in  all  cases  brought  before  the  said 
Court  where  process  ought  to  issue,  and  to  keep  and  preserve  the 
records  of  all  the  proceedings  of  the  said  Court  therein,  and  to  do  and 
perform  all  such  duties  as  may  be  enjoined  on  him  by  Law.  Sec:  17. 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  cases  that  were  on  the  said  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  fourteen,  depending  in 
the  General  Court  of  said  Territory,  the  parties  or  their  Attorneys 
shall  be  permitted  to  take  all  such  measures  for  bringing  them  to  a 
final  decision  that  might  have  been  taken  if  no  change  had  taken  place, 
and  the  said  Court  of  Appeals  shall  as  far  as  practicable  proceed  to 
the  final  determination  thereof  in  the  same  manner  that  the  said 
General  Court  might  legally  have  done  had  no  other  change  than  a 
mere  alteration  of  the  Terms  taken  place.  Sec:  18.  And  be  it  further 
enaled.  That  Appeals  may  be  prayed  and  writs  of  error  taken  out 
upon  matters  of  law  only;  in  all  cases  wherein  they  are  now  allowed  by 
law,  to  the  said  Court  of  Appeals,  and  all  writs  of  error  shall  be  Issued 
by  the  Clerk  of  the  said  Court  of  Appeals  and  made  returnable  to  the 
said  Court  at  Kaskaskia  but  no  question  upon  appeal  or  writ  of  error 
shall  be  decided  without  the  concurrence  of  two  Judges  at  least. 
Sec:  19.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Legislature  of  the  said 
Territory  shall  have  power  to  change  the  times  of  holding  any  of  the 
Courts  required  to  be  holden  by  this  act;  pro\-ided  however,  that  the 
said  Legislature  shall  not  have  authority  to  increase  the  number  of 
sessions  to  be  held  by  the  said  Courts  respectively  in  conformity 
with  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this  act.  Sec:  20. 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no  Judge  or  Justice  appointed  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  said  Territory,  shall  be  asso- 
ciated with  the  aforesaid  United  States'  Judges  when  setting  as 
Circuit  Court  Judges  as  aforesaid.  This  act  to  commence  and  be  in 
force  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next. 

Langdon  Cheves.  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

John  Gaillard  President  of  the  Senate  protempore 

March  3.  1815 
Approved 
James  Madison 

I  certify  that  this  act  originated  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
Th.  Daugherty  C.H.R. 
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DELEGATE  STEPHENSON  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Washington  City  March  3"  1815 
Sir.     I  anticipate  a  Treaty  with  the  Mississippi   Indians  soon, 
Pardon  me  for  sugesting  to  you,  Governor  Edwards,  Governor  Clark 
&  [blank]  as  proper  persons  for  that  purpose 

I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  remain  your  humble  serv' 

B.  Stephenson 
[Endorsed]    Ninian  Edwards.     1815. 


NELSON  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,SG,NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

St  Louis  Missouri  Territory  March  4*"  1815 

Dear  Sir  Haveing  seen  your  notice  to  Surveyors  bearing  date 
Jan^  1"  1815  requesting  them  to  report  to  you  their  progress  in  Sur- 
veying &c. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  inform  you  that  I  am  (&  have  been  for  some 
months  past)  useing  every  exertion  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the 
contracts  I  entered  into  with  Josiah  Meigs  Esq''  late  S.  Gen'  of  the 
U.  S.  &  shall  comply  fully  if  not  driven  from  the  Woods  by  the  hostile 
bands  of  Indians  that  are  continually  lurking  on  our  Frontier  &  who 
have  given  me  greate  trouble  pain  &  expence  in  executeing  my  busi- 
ness; as  they  woimded  me  so  miserably  last  March  &  have  latterly 
driven  in  my  assistants. 

I  have  now  procured  a  Guard  of  Rangers  from  the  comanding 
officer  of  this  District  &  am  in  a  fair  way  of  completeing  my  contract, 
if  the  guard  is  continued  I  shall  finish  by  the  1"  of  April  next;  as  soon  as 
I  get  my  contract  completed  I  shall  set  out  for  your  office  with  a 
return  of  my  siu-veys. 

I  am  respectfully  y''  Obd'  Serv' 

N:  Rector. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esqr  Surveyor  Gen'  of  the  U.  S. 
Chillicothe  Ohio. 

[Endorsed]  Nelson  Rector,  Kaskaskia  relative  to  Surveys  &  rec" 
March  19'"  1815 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  WILLIAM  ARUNDEL 

[NA:PO,P.M.  Letter  Book  T] 

General  Post  Office  March  6""  1815 
W°  Arundel  Kaskaskia  111.  Terr. 
In  your  letter  of  the  9'"  ins'  "^  you  do  not  say  whether  M'Arthur  has 

^  Not  found. 
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failed  to  transport  the  mail  between  St  Genevieve  and  Shawanee 
Town,  although  we  infer  that  he  has  failed.  If  that  be  the  fact,  M' 
M'Donough  can  transport  the  mail  on  that  route  which  was  assigned 
to  M'Arthur;  for  and  at  the  rate  of  $1200  per  ann.  Your  services 
are  so  necessary  to  the  regular  transportation  of  mails  in  your  section 
of  the  country  that  I  find  it  advisable  to  continue  you  as  an  agent 
and  at  the  salary  allowed  you  by  my  predecessor. 

R.J.M. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 
INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) 

[March  6, 1815  "] 

Sir,  Your  letters  of  25'"  January  "*  and  5*"  February,  ••  were 
received  yesterday,  with  your  accounts  for  the  4'"  quarter  of  1814, 
and  accounts  current  for  Dec'  1814,  and  January,  1815. 

The  small  errors  in  discount,  which  you  mention,  can  be  easily 
corrected,  by  allowing  m.ore  or  less,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  on  a  sub- 
sequent payment. 

The  commission  on  the  amount  of  evidences  of  confirmed  unlocated 
claim.s,  cannot  be  allowed  under  existing  laws:  your  petition  on  this 
subject  did  not,  I  presume,  reach  Messrs.  Stephenson  and  Easton  in 
time  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

The  incidental  expences  for  stationary,  &"'  which  you  may  have  to 
pay,  should  be  placed  to  the  debit  of  the  United  States,  not  to  the 
debit  of  commission  account. 

I  have  requested  the  Register  at  Cincinnati,  to  procure  a  Ledger, 
journal  and  a  supply  of  stationary  for  you  and  for  the  Register,  and 
to  transmit  them  via  Shawneetown ;  you  will  defray  the  expence,  when 
the  bills  are  presented  to  you,  and  take  duplicate  receipts. 

Stock  is  not  receivable  in  payment  for  public  Lands;  Treasury  notes 
are,  and  I  transmit  herewith,  printed  forms  and  instructions  relative 
to  Treasury  notes,  together  with  a  circular  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  dated  21"  September,  1812,  onjthe  same  subject. — 

I  am,  &" 

SHADRACH  Bond,  Esq"'  Receiver  of  public  monies,  Kaskaskia. 

I  find  the  printed  forms  were  burnt  by  the  British :  I  will  forward 
them  in  manuscript,  as  soon  as  they  can  be  made  out. 
Congress  have  not  done  any  thing  in  favor  of  settlers  on  frac- 

•*  The  date  is  arrived  at  from  the  endorsement  on  the  letter  of  Jan.  25. 
•*  Ante,  p.  122. 

•«  Not  found  under  this  date;  it  probably  refers  to  the  letter  printed  ante  under 
date  of  Feb.  7,  1815;  it  is  conjectured  that  the  above  date  was  a  copyist's  error. 
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tional  sections,  that  has  come  to  my  knowledge:  should  any  of  the 
unpublished  acts  contain  any  thing  on  this  subject,  I  will  inform  you 
thereof."^ 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Reed.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  March  8.  1815 
Sir  News  has  just  reached  us  that  peace  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  has  taken  place — Should  this  news  be  true, 
I  may  shortly  expect  to  receive  the  visits  of  the  various  tribes  of 
Indians  residing  within  this  Territory  and  shall  be  applied  to  for 
information  relative  to  their  annuities— As  the  major  part  of  the 
Pottowottomies  and  the  whole  of  the  Kickapoos  are  within'' my 
superintendence  it  will  be  best  that  their  annuities  should  be  sent  to 
this  place  from  wh  they  can  more  conveniently  receive  them  than 
from  the  Wabash  where  they  were  formerly  sent — and  believing  it  to 
be  right  I  shall  inform  those  tribes  that  then-  goods  will  be  sent  to  me. 
It  would  also  be  more  convenient  for  the  Piankashaws  to  receive 
their  annuities  here — they  also  reside  within  this  Territory  I  beg 
leave  also  to  suggest  that  frequent  visits  from  the  Indians  will  un- 
avoidably take  place  and  some  presents  must  on  those  occasions  be 
made  them — Economy  would  therefore  be  consulted  by  sending  to 
me  goods  to  be  distributed  in  that  way  when  indispensibly  necessary, 
as  otherwise  they  must  be  bought  here  at  a  most  enormous  advance 
from  the  merchants — More  than  is  absolutely  necessary  I  never  have 
and  shall  not  distribute. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'^  Mo  obd*  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards. 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  James  Monroe  Sec''  of  War  Washington 
City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  8.  March  1815  His  Excellency  Ninian 
Edwards  Indians  will  visit  him  on  the  restoration  of  peace,  advises 
the  propriety  of  making  them  presents  &  of  paying  them  their  annui- 
ties there.     March  1815  ^ 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  office,  8'"  March,  1815. 
Sirs,  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
passed  27'"  ult°  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions 

"  Answered  post,  p.  165. 
^  No  reply  found. 
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of  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  thd  Illinois  territory,  and  providing  for  their 
location."  " 

I  congratulate  you  on  the  passage  of  this  act,  as  it  will  be  satisfac- 
tory to  you  and  to  the  citizens  of  the  Territory:  When  I  wrote  to  the 
receiver  a  few  days  ago,  I  was  not  aware  of  the  passage  of  this  act. 

When  a  certificate  issues  in  favor  of  Ann  Gillham,  agreeably  to  the 
last  section  of  the  act,  state  in  the  certificate  that  it  issued  in  pursuance 
of  the  said  section."" 

I  am,  &" 

Michael  Jones,  Shadrach  Bond,  Esq"  Kaskaskia.— 

You  will  receive,  herewith,  the  forms  and  instructions  relative  to 
Treasury  notes  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  6'"  Inst,  to  the  receiver." 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS) 

Kaskaskia  8  March  1815 
Sir,  Inclosed  I  transmit  Accompts  of  Monies  receiv'd  and  Lands 
applied  for,  during  the  Month  of  February  1815  together  with  Receipts 
issued  by  the  Receiver  in  the  same  Month — from  N°  463  to  481 
inclusive  " — The  list  of  Certificates  of  confirm'd  unlocated  claims 
issued,  is  now  preparing  and  shall  be  transmitted  'ere  long. 

Presuming  that  the  Land  Office  will  open  for  the  sale  of  Public  Land 
remaining  unsold  after  the  pre-emptioners  &  unlocated  Claims  are 
satisfied— permit  me  to  suggest  the  expediency  of  subdividing  the 
Country  North  of  Township  N°  5  North  &  West  of  Range  5  West 
and  as  far  North  as  the  Indian  Boundary  of  the  purchase  from  the 
Kaskaskia  Indians — This  Tract  contains  much  good  Land  &  if  offered 
for  sale  would  be  purchased  in  preference  to  any  other  Land  in  the 
District — Should  our  present  flattering  prospects  of  Peace  be  realized 
this  Territory  (should  that  part  of  the  District  be  offered  for  sale) 
would  receive  a  sudden  and  considerable  increase  of  Population — 
which,  in  a  political  point  of  view  may  be  considered  very  desirable. 
I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  most  ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Conmiissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Off  Washington  City 


••  3  Stat.  218-219. 

"  See  post,  pp.  165-166. 

"  Ante,  p.  144.     The  above  letter  was  acknowledged,  post,  p.  165. 

"  Not  present. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  147 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  8'"  March  1815  M'  Jones  recommends  sub- 
division of  northern  part  of  his  district  Ans*  10  Ap'  " 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Shawneetown  March  11'"  1815 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  Transmit  you  my  returns  for 
the  month  of  January  1815  '* — I  should  have  forwarded  them  previous 
to  this  date  but  I  have  been  absent  six  weeks  after  my  family — I  have 
them  now  settled  at  this  place — I  shall  forward  my  return  for  the 
month  of  February  by  the  next  Mail — I  wrote  your  Predecessor  on 
the  Subject  of  the  Postage  of  letters  from  the  Surveyor  General  to 
the  register  of  this  district  I  have  received  no  answer  from  the  Land 
Department — I  have  paid  about  20  dollars  postage  I  have  presumed 
that  the  Government  never  intended  that  the  register  should  pay  the 
postage  on  public  papers — If  this  should  be  your  opinion  &  you  deem 
it  proper  that  the  receiver  should  pay  the  a/c  I  can  obtain  the  proper 
Vouchers  from  the  Post  Master  at  this  Place — 

I  have  also  presented  my  a/c  for  OfRce  rent  up  to  the  first  of  January, 
for  six  Months  which  he  thinks  he  will  not  be  Justified  in  paying  with- 
out instructions  from  the  Land  Department — the  rent  will  be  about 
ten  dollars  per  Month  I  would  be  glad  to  know  your  opinion  as  to  the 
Correctness  of  that  claim — When  you  examine  the  services  rendered 
and  deduct  the  expence  of  Clerk  hire  &  board  you  will  find  Sir  the 
pittance  of  the  Shawneetown  Register  will  be  very  small 

I  forwarded  my  bond  with  my  November  return.  I  have  been 
anxious  to  know  whether  my  Securities  were  Considered  Competent — 
Since  my  return  from  Cincinnati  [several  persons  have  called  on 
me  as  the  public  agent  to  give  them  Peaceable  possession  of  their 
Lands — persons  who  are  residing  on  them  now  &  were  previous  to 
the  sale  refuse  to  give  them  up — and  the  rightfull  owner  is  kept  out 
of  possession  who  thinks  his  case  a  hard  one  to  be  compelled  after 
paying  the  Government  for  a  tract  of  land  to  be  reduced  to  the 
Nesessity  of  Commencing  a  Suit  at  Law  to  obtain  his  Just  right — 
There  are  nearly  a  thousand  improved  places  in  this  District  that 
are  not  Located — And  if  the  Government  does  not  adopt  some 
energetic  Measiires  to  nip  this  Conduct  in  the  bud — it  will  retard  the 
sale  of  all  those  places  which  are  or  may  be  improved  hereafter. 

n  Post,  p.  167. 
*<  Not  present. 
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I  hope  this  Subject  will  present  itself  forcibly  to  your  mind  as  it  will 
Materially  affect  the  public  sales  " — ] 

I  congratulate  you  sir  on  the  prospect  of  an  Honorable  Peace — 
I  am  with  high  respect  your  Ob*  Serv* 

Tho""Sloo 
Regi'  L.  0.  I  T 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  11  Mar  1815  Tho°  Sloo  de  intruders — 
office  rent^postage  Ans"  28  Mar  ^' 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
(NA:GLO,SG,NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALSl 

General  Land  office  13'"  March  1815 

Sir  Your  letter  of  27"'  Ult"  with  plats  and  descriptions  of  thirteen 
townships  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  has  been  received  " 

It  is  desirable  that  the  six  millions  of  Acres  of  land  for  the  army 
should  be  surveyed  [as  soon]  "  as  the  nature  of  the  business  will 
permit;  [&  I] "'  wish  you  to  inform  me,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  your 
plan  or  projet  for  the  execution  of  this  work. 

Shall  the  2,000,000  acres  in  each  territory,^  CMichigan,  Illinois, 
Missouri)  be  located  in  a  body?  If  so,  where  shall  each  2,000,000 
acres  be  located?  From  what  points  shall  your  meridians  &  base 
lines  be  run  &c  &c." 

In  a  word  I  wish  for  yoiu-  opinion  relative  to  this  subject  to  be 
communicated  at  large,  &  with  as  much  detail  as  you  please. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  obed'  Serv' 

Josiah  Meigs. 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq"'  Svu^eyor  G^eneral  Chillicothe. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq''  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe 
[Postmarked]  Wash"  City  Mar  13  General  Land  Office  J.  Meigs  Free 


"  Bracketed  portion  (brackets  editorial)  was  enclosed  by  Meigs  to  the  Secretary 
of  State,  Apr.  10,  1815  (NA,  SD,  Misc.  Lets.),  without  comment. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  containing  instructions  as  to  the  form  of 
returns,  and  informing  Sloo  that  office  rent  cannot  be  allowed,  that  his  bond  had 
been  approved,  and  that  his  remarks  concerning  intruders  had  been  laid  before 
the  President. 

"  Ante,  p.  136. 

"  MS.  torn;  words  supplied  from  the  copy  in  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6. 

»  See  Meigs  to  the  President,  Mar.  6,  1815,  and  to  Tiffin,  Mar.  27,  1815  (Terr. 
Papers,  Mich.,  x,  514,  524). 
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[Endorsed]  J.  Meigs,  Com"^  rec"  March  17'"  1815  relative  to  Bounty 
Lands  &c 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:WD,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  8] 

Department  of  War,  March  13'"  1815. 
NiNiAN  Edwards  Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory — 

Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  commission  for  holding  jointly  with 
Governor  Clark,  and  Augusta  Chateau  Esquire,  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  all  the  Indian  nations,  residing  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters, 
who  are  at  War  with  the  United  States.  Letters  of  instruction  have 
been  forwarded  by  Colonel  McNair  of  the  Missouri  Territory.^" 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO    G.  CADWELL 

[NA:  PO,  p.  M.  Letter  Book  T] 

March  14'"  1815 
G.  Cadwell  Madison  C.  H.  111.  T. 

You  will  make  distinct  mails  for  all  offices  situated  between  your 
office  &  Louisville  or  Frankfort  Ky.  and  all  mails  designed  for  offices 
east  of  that  place  you  will  enclose  in  one  package  &  forward  addressed 
Eastward.    You  will  make  Separate  mails  for  all  Southern  Offices 

RJ.M. 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  March  14'"  1815 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  21"  of  January  has  been  received,"  I  am 
glad  to  hear  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  first  quarterly  return  &c  at 
your  Office;  and  I  think  yoiu-  construction  respecting  fractional  cents 
a  very  proper  one — 

Herewith  enclosed  I  transmit  the  Monthly  accompt  of  Monies  re- 
ceived ;  and  our  account  current  for  the  month  of  February  1815 

In  my  former  communications  on  the  subject  of  the  Registers  Cer- 
tificates of  unlocated  claims  made  receivable  in  payment  for  lands 
sold;  I  omitted  to  make  the  enquiry  whether  it  will  be  necessary  to 
transmit  the  whole  of  the  papers  relative  to  the  evidence  of  the  title 
to  the  claim  for  which  an  applicant  has  received  a  credit  for  (which 
are  on  file  in  my  Office)  at  the  time  the  certificate  of  Confirmation  is 
to  be  forwarded  to  your  office. 

^  For  the  negotiations  which  followed  the  appointments  mentioned,  see  Terr. 
Papers  (Mo.),  XV,  under  date  of  Mar.  24,  1815. 
«i  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 


150  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

This  is  a  question  of  some  importance  to  the  claimants;  because  the 
whole  of  the  papers  of  transfer's  which  have  been  made  of  Claims  since 
their  Confirmation,  are  on  file  in  my  office  and  in  some  instances  those 
conveyances  have  not  been  recorded  as  required  by  the  Statute  laws  of 
the  Territory;  and  in  case  disputes  should  arise  between  adverse  claim- 
ants for  the  same  claim,  the  person  who  has  tendered  the  claim  in 
pajTnent  would  be  placed  in  an  unpleasant  situation  if  the  title  papers 
of  his  pretension  to  the  Claim  are  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  depart- 
ment. On  this  Subject  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  those  papers 
(and  which  are  quite  voluminous)  are  to  be  transmitted  to  your  depart- 
ment or  not?  or  what  dispositions  are  to  be  made  of  them. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  Servt 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  office    Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  14  Mar  1815  S  Bond  enquiries  de  trans- 
fers of  confinned  Claims    Ans"*  10  Ap' " 


WILLIAM  MEARS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
(NA:JD,  Solicitor  of  Treasury,  Lets.  Reed.,  111.:  ALS] 

Illinois  Territory  St  Clair  County  Cahoklv  15'"  March  1815 
Sir  I  presume  it  becomes  my  duty  as  Attorney  for  this  district  to 
notify  this  department  of  any  measures  that  may  be  forming  here 
hostile  to  the  interest  of  the  United  States  relative  to  the  public  land 
The  case  to  which  I  have  allusion  is  this,  a  niunber  of  land  claimants 
in  this  Territory  had  their  claims  confirmed  by  the  Governors  vested 
with  that  power  Afterward  congress  for  certain  reasons  deemed  it 
expedient  to  have  the  Governors'  confirmations  reviewed  by  a  subse- 
quent board  of  commissioners  who  rejected  many  of  the  Governors' 
confirmations  These  rejections  and  the  Act  Authorising  it  are  Com- 
plained of  as  unjust  illegal  and  unconstitutional;  the  right  (it  is  said) 
compleatly  vested  by  the  decision  of  a  competent  Tribunal  constitu- 
tionally established  for  that  very  purpose  previous  to  the  act  Author- 
izing the  revision  and  that  therefore  the  Act  and  the  revision  under 
the  act  could  not  divest  the  confirmee  of  his  right  to  the  quantity  of 

»  Post,  p.  167. 
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land  legally  confirmed  by  the  Governors    They  urge,  that  the  rejec- 
tions arose  from  the  loss  of  Testimony  occasioned  by  the  lapse  of  time 

The  rejected  claims  are  very  numerous  Many  of  them  have  been 
legated  under  the  sanction  of  the  Governors  and  the  same  place  has 
since  been  covered  by  other  claims  under  the  late  pre-emption-law 
Those  interested  design  to  make  a  general  effort  in  an  action  of 
Ejectment  to  try  the  validity  of  some  such  rejected  claim  and  thereby 
to  settle  the  principle  I  have  been  applied  to  and  a  Generous  fee 
offered  if  I  should  appear  for  those  once  confirmed  but  now  rejected 
claims  The  direct  interest  of  the  United  States  being  clearly  involved 
in  the  Investigation  I  immediately  resolved  on  acquainting  this 
Department  with  the  above  designs  hoping  that  I  may  be  Speedily 
instructed  in  the  wishes  of  the  Government  on  this  subject  and  of  the 
part  I  am  to  take  in  these  trials 

There  is  also  another  subject  on  which  I  am  interested  in  Knowing 
the  opinion  of  this  Department  That  is  with  regard  to  the  fees 
allowed  to  the  District  Attorney  for  the  Territories  for  travelling  to 
Court  and  attending  there  on  United  States  business  I  prosecuted 
a  man  here  and  had  Judgment  against  for  passing  counterfeit  coin 
and  the  marshal  applied  to  this  Department  to  be  allowed  to  the 
officers  of  Coiu-t  attending  that  trial  the  fees  given  in  such  cases  by 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  I  understood  that  he  received  for 
answer  that  these  laws  did  not  extend  to  the  Territories 

I  think  the  words  "usual  fees"  relative  to  the  Attorney  are  too 
plain  on  his  side  to  require  explanation  I  am  anxious  to  Kjiow  before 
the  commencement  of  the  above  trials  if  mileage  and  daily  attend- 
ance is  allowed  to  the  District  attornies  of  the  Territories    i^f- 

I  am  Sir  with  Great  respect  Your  humble  Obedient  Servant 

W"  Mears 

To  THE  Honorable  Alexander  J  Dallas  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States 

[Addressed]  To  The  Honorable  Alexander  J  Dallas  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  Washington  City  [Postmarked] 
Cahokia  19  March    Free 

[Endorsed]  Caskaskiakaskia — W"  Mears  D'  Atf  March  15. 
1815.  Ans"*  April  26  ^^ — about  defending  suits  on  lands  U.  S —  &  fees 
to  Territorial  D*  Attornies — Referred  to  the  Comptroler  A.  J.  D.  22 
Ap.  15.    W"  Mears  Dist  Aty  1815. 

M  Not  found. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH   BOND  TO  EDWARD 
TIFFIN 

[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  March,  16""  1815 

Sir  Presuming  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  will  direct 
the  sales  of  public  land  in  this  District  as  soon  as  the  Pre-emptioners 
and  unlocated  claims  are  satisfied — We  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  you 
the  expediency  of  directing  the  sub-division  of  that  tract  of  Country 
lying  West  of  the  Meridian  line  and  South  of  Township  N"  10  North — 
This  Part  of  the  district  contains  much  good  Land,  and  if  offered  for 
sale  will  be  Purchased  in  Preference  to  any  other. — 

Should  our  present  flattering  prospects  of  Peace  be  realized,  this 
Territory  will  receive  a  sudden  increase  of  Population;  and  should  no 
land  be  offered  for  sale  by  the  Govermnent,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
resist  intrusion  on  the  land  in  that  and  other  parts  of  the  Territory 

Maj'  Nelson  Rector  is  acquainted  with  the  tract  of  country  above 
stated  to  whom  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  for  more  particular  informa- 
tion 

We  are  sir  very  respectfully  Your  Obd'  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones 
S.  Bond — 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen' 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  Chilcothe  per  Maj' 
Rector. 

[Endorsed]  Mich'  Jones  &  S  Bond  wants  Surveys  executed  Ans" 
April  26.  1815  «  

THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Shawneetown  Illinois  Teritory  March  18'"  1815 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  have  the  honour  herewith  to  transmit  you  my  Returns  for 
the  Month  February  [In  my  last  letter  of  the  11'"  Inst "  I  men- 
tioned the  Subject  of  persons  holding  forceable  possession  after  the 
lands  were  sold,  the  Evil  is  Encreasing  I  hope  you  will  have  it  in 
your  power  to  take  up  the  Subject  Earley  &  Instruct  me  what  Course 
to  persue,]  *^  I  wrote  your  predecessor  on  the  first  of  December  *' 

"  Not  found. 
«'  Ante,  p.  147. 

"  Bracketed  portion  (brackets  editorial)  was  enclosed  by  Meigs  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  Apr.  10,  1815  (NA,  SD,  Misc.  Lets.),  without  comment. 
••  Not  found. 
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on  the  Subject  of  a  Section  of  land  Entered  by  Johnathan  Taylor 
Charles  Wilkdns  Joseph,  M.  Street  and  Wilkdns  Tanehill  These 
Entries  Covers  the  Shaft  from  which  a  Quantity  of  Mineral  has  been 
Raised,  on  Discovering  that  those  Entries  Covered  a  Suposed  Value- 
able  Lead  Mine  I  Consulted  the  Receiver  M''  Caldwell  and  we  agreed 
that  it  would  be  improper  to  Suffer  any  more  payments  to  be  made 
I  Immediately  wrote  your  predecessor  on  the  Subject  and  Suggested 
the  propriety  of  Refunding  the  Monies  which  had  been  paid  on 
them    I  have  Received  no  answer  to  that  letter 

You  will  find  them  Returned  as  having  Reverted  to  the  United 
States,  the  Case  was  a  Novel  one  and  Nothing  appeared  in  my  forms 
or  Instructions  to  Imbrace  it  You  will  have  the  goodness  Sir  to 
Instruct  me  wheather  the  twentieth  part  which  has  been  rec"  by  the 
Government  aught  not  to  be  Refunded 

There  is  als  two  Entries  made  on  Salt  licks  that  was  not  Dis- 
covered by  me  untill  Some  time  after  the  Entries  were  made  one  by 
Timothy  Guard  &  one  by  Michael  Jones  *'  which  are  situated  as 
those  above 

I  would  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  my  Letters  of  the  17  Nov"  '"  &  1" 
Dec"  1814  "  also  one  of  the  5'"  January  1815  °^  I  am  still  of  opinion 
that  it  would  save  the  United  States  from  Imposition  and  loss  to  have 
those  licks  Examined  at  an  Earley  Day  and  a  Sutible  Reserve  made 
for  their  Suport  So  in  like  Manner  for  flatring  prosspects  of  Mineral 
the  Exspence  to  the  government  would  be  Inconsiderable  when  Com- 
pared with  the  Advantages  in  my  opinion  that  would  Result  to  the 
United  States 

I  am  very  Respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Thomas  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  office  Shawneetown 

P.S  I  mentioned  in  one  of  my  letters  to  M"'  Tiffin  *'  that  persons 
who  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  purchace  the  lands  on  the  which  the 
were  Seated  are  in  the  habit  of  Removeing  houses  &  fences  of  the 
public  lands  and  disposing  of  them  in  the  Best  Way  the  Can,  to  the 
Injury  of  the  United  States  or  Individuals  who  may  purchace    I  will 

"  This  reference  is  probably  not  to  the  Register  of  the  Kaskaskia  Land  Office, 
but  to  a  second  person  of  the  same  name  who  is  often  confused  with  the  former. 
Cf.  post,  p.  220. 

•»  Ante,  p.  43. 

»i  Not  found. 

"  Ante,  p.  107. 

•»  Ante,  p.  43. 
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thank  You  sir  to  Instruct  me  on  that  Subject  and  what  means  I  am 
to  make  use  of  to  prevent  the  Destruction  of  public  Timber 
I  am  you  Ob'  Serv'    Tho'  Sloo 

10  April  1815  Wrote  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  Instructions 
relative  to  reservations  &c  ** 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  18  Mar  1815  Tho'  Sloo — de  intruders 
Salt  Licks — minerals  repay"  to  purchasers  of  such  lands  Ans*  11 
Ap' »'  

JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:  ALS] 

General  Land  Office  23"  March  1815 

Sir  Your  letter  of  9'"  Ins'  "  was  duly  received,  with  plats  and 
descriptions  of  twelve  townships  in  Kaskaskia  district. 

My  letter  of  1"  ins'  "  gave  you  all  the  information  which  I  possessed 
relative  to  the  tract  of  land  along  the  road  from  the  rapids  of  Miami 
of  lake  Erie  to  the  Connecticut  reserve;  I  was  informed  that  General 
Harrison  had  the  survey  of  the  road,  I  wrote  for  it  but  have  not  yet 
obtained  it. 

The  Act  of  Congress  appropriating  six  millions  of  Acres  for  military 
bounties,  is  in  the  Land  laws  passed  in  the  year  1812,  &  dated  6'" 
May,"  not  any  law  relative  to  that  subject  was  passed  last  session 
of  Congress. 

Your  letter  of  11""  Ins'  *•  has  been  received  with  plats  and  descrip- 
tions of  eight  townships  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia.  I  have  lately 
had  several  conversations  with  the  President  relative  to  the  surveys 
of  public  lands.  It  is  his  wish  &  I  am  particularly  instructed  to  cause 
the  six  millions  of  Acres  of  military  lands,  appropriated  by  the  Act 
of  6'"  May  1812  to  be  surveyed  according  to  the  provisions  of  that 
act  as  speedily  as  possible. 

1"  Let  the  two  million  acres  in  Michigan  be  as  near  the  north 
boundary  of  OHIO  &  the  western  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  as  convenient. 
The  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  not  having  yet  been  determined,  you 

•*  Post,  p.  166.    This  notation  is  in  a  different  hand  from  the  foregoing  postscript. 

«  Post,  p.  168,  under  date  of  Apr.  10. 

»•  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v,  printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  515), 
relating  to  surveying  of  military  lands  in  Michigan  Territory,  and  containing 
plan  for  surveying  the  same  in  Illinois  and  Missouri  territories,  with  map  present. 

•'NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  i). 

"  2  Stat.  728-730. 

••  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v),  enclosing  returns. 
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will  be  careful  not  to  extend  the  surveys  so  far  south  as  to  encroach 
on  that  boundary. 

2*  Let  the  two  million  Acres  in  Illinois  be  between  the  river  Illinois 
and  the  Mississippi.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  3"  meridian  can  be 
extended,  correctly,  to  the  river  Illinois,  it  will  therefore  be  best  to 
constitute  a  fourth  principal  meridian  which  shall  commence  at 
the  confluence  of  the  Illinois  &  Mississippi.  The  northern  boundary 
of  this  portion  of  military  lands  will  probably  not  be  in  a  higher 
latitude  than  40,  30  N. 

8*  As  to  the  two  million  acres  between  the  S'  Francis  &  Arkansa, 
I  shall  consult  further  with  the  President.' 

Such  is  the  general  outline  suggested  by  the  President.  It  is 
desirable  that  you  should,  without  loss  of  time  take  every  necessary 
preparatory  step  for  the  execution  of  this  important  work. 

As  the  Government  has  pledged  itself  to  its  soldiers  to  give  them 
lands  fit  for  cultivation,  it  is  obviously  necessary  that  the  Surveyors 
be  particularly  bound  by  their  contracts  with  you,  to  note  the  quality 
of  all  land,  its  timber  &c  &c,  over  which  their  chains  pass.  I  am 
directed  to  press  this  subject  earnestly,  for  although  according  to  the 
standing  rules  &  instructions  given  to  Surveyors,  they  are  bound  to 
the  performance  of  this  duty,  yet  the  Government  in  these  surveys, 
wishes  to  preclude  all  possibility  of  blame. 

If  you  can  find  able  and  faithful  Surveyors  it  is  wished  that  the 
work  may  commence  as  soon  as  possible  in  each  of  the  three  territories. 

I  hope  soon  to  receive  your  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  13'"  Ins'  ^ 
and  if  any  new  ideas  shall  be  suggested  by  you,  they  shall  receive 
attention. 

I  wish  you  to  urge  the  contractors  for  the  survey  of  Harrisons 
piu-chase,'  to  complete  their  work,  this  I  think  they  can  easily  do  in  the 
early  part  of  the  Season. 

You  will  direct  the  principal  deputy  Survey'  of  the  territory  of 
Missouri,  to  survey  into  townships  &  sections  such  part  of  that  terri- 
tory as  will  include  the  principal  part  of  the  private  claims,  for  there 
is  reason  to  fear  that  unless  this  be  done  with  all  convenient  speed 
the  public  interest  will  greatly  suffer 

The  act  of  May  20 ""  1812  *  does  not  require  astronomical  observa- 
tions for  designating  the  northern  &  western  boundaries  of  the  State 
of  Ohio:  but  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  Geographic  Latitude  of 
the  "southerly  extreme"  of  Lake  Michigan  should  be  known.  You 
have  two  good  Sextants  (the  old  one  is  much  the  best  of  the  two) 

1  See  Meigs  to  Tiffin,  Mar.  24,  1815,  Terr.  Papers  (Mo.),  xv. 

»  Ante,  p.  148. 

»  See  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VIII,  58-59,  329,  340,  341. 

« 2  Stat.  741. 
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if  your  Surveyor  could  take  that  with  him,  with  a  good  watch  & 
the  nautical  Almanac,  he  might  ascertain  the  latitude  of  that  point 
with  sufficient  accuracy  for  the  purpose  at  least  of  serving  as  a  check 
on  any  error  that  might  be  made  by  the  Surv^eyor  who  shall  run  & 
mark  the  northern  line — for  if  by  astronomical  obser\'ation  on  the 
shore  of  Erie,  made  with  the  same  instrument  &  by  the  same  person, 
the  Surveyor  &  the  Astronomer  shall  agree,  we  may  have  considerable 
confidence  that  the  work  is  well  executed. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  northern  boundary  of  Ohio  will 
be  found  to  be  much  further  north  than  it  apjjears  on  Mansfields  & 
Bradleys  Maps. 

While  I  was  in  your  office  I  made  a  verbal  promise  to  W"  Harris 
of  Cincinnati,  that  he  should  be  employed  in  executing  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  20  May  1812;  however  as  no  written  contract  was  made, 
the  whole  subject  is  of  course  under  your  control.  I  will  only  observe 
that  I  think  there  is  not,  in  the  western  country  a  more  able  and  faith- 
ful surveyor  than  M'  Harris. 

Many  of  Col  Mansfields  contracts  with  deputy  surveyors  were  for 
$2.50  P  mile — to  this  economy  he  was  strongly  urged  by  M''  Gallatin; 
&  Col  Man.ifield  informs  me  that  he  has  saved  to  the  U  States  be- 
tween 20  &  30,000  dollars.  It  will  be  expected  that  the  same  eco- 
nomical course  will  as  far  as  practicable  be  pursued  by  you.  Should 
the  Indians  continue  hostile  it  would  be  just  &  right  to  take  into 
consideration  the  danger,  but,  should  we  have  tranquility  I  think 
you  will  find  no  difficulty  in  contracting  for  less  than  three  dollars 
p  mile. 

I  have  been  agreeably  surprized  to  find  that  more  than  $120,000 
which  had  been  before  the  last  session  of  Congress  appropriated  for 
surveys  of  public  lands,  is  lying  in  the  Treasury  untouched. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed'  Serv' 

JosiAH  Meigs 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe. 

[Endorsed]  J  Meigs  March  23"  1815  directing  the  Military 
bounty  Lands  to  be  surveyed  immediately 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  T] 

March  27'"  1815 
NiNUN  Edwards    Kaskaskia  111.  Ten- 
Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  Excellencies  letter  of  the  28'"  ult ' 
I  had  conditionally  authorised  M'  Arundel  to  employ  Stace  Mac- 
Donough  to  transport  the  Shawanoetown  Mail 
»  Not  found.  R.J.M. 
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THE   POSTMASTER    GENERAL   TO    STAGE    McDONOUGH 

[NA:PO,  P.   M.  Letter  Book  T] 

March  27  1815 
Stage  M'^Donough  Kaskaskia  111.  Terr 

I  have  rec**  yours  of  the  1''  ins'  ^  Mr  M'' Arthur  has  not  entered 
into  any  Gontract  with  this  Office  for  transporting  mails  under  my 
late  advertisement  He  made  a  proposal  for  transporting  several 
mails  &  his  proposal  was  accepted  &  the  Bond  and  Gontract  were 
duly  forwarded  for  him  to  execute.  We  are  informed  that  they 
arrived  at  the  proper  Office  &  that  they  there  remain  unexecuted. 
Under  these  circumstances  he  could  not  give  M'  Gilbreath  any 
authority  to  transport  the  Shawanoetown  Mail,  and  as  you  were 
employed  by  M'  Arundel,  the  Agent  of  this  Office  to  transport  that 
mail,  it  is  proper  you  should  continue  to  transport  it  so  long  as  he 
shall  choose,  provided  that  the  Gontract  does  not  extend  beyond 
Dec  31"  1817  &  that  the  Contract  pay  shall  not  exceed  the  limit  given 
to  Mr  Arundel  viz  of  $1200.  per  Ann.  We  are  the  more  disposed  to 
continue  you  in  employment  from  your  ha\nng  obtained  the  very 
respectable  recommendations  that  were  used  in  yr  behalf  on  a  former 
occasion  &  for  yr  fidelity  in  the  discharge  of  yr  duty  as  mail  Garrier. 
Should  our  Agent  M'  Arundel  have  made  the  provision  for  transport- 
ing the  mail,  already  referred  to,  before  this  Letter  reaches  you,  then 
this  Letter  will  cease  to  have  any  effect. 

R.J.M. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  T] 

March  27'"  1815 
Michael  Jones  Kaskaskia  111.  T. 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  of  the  1"  ins'  ^  We  had 
authorised  Mr  Arundel  to  employ  M'  MacDonough  upon  condition 
that  Mc  Arthur  had  failed  to  transport  the  Shawanoe  Mail 

R.J.M. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JOHN  PRIMM 

[NA:PO,  P.   M.  Letter  Book  T] 

March  28'"  1815 
John  Prenim  Cahokia  111  Terr 

The  following  arrangement  will  better  accommodate  the  persons 
living  on  your  route  than  the  one  by  which  you  are  now  governed  & 

•  Not  found. 
'  Not  found. 
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I'^wish  you  to  observe  this  Schedule  untill  you  are  further  advised, 
viz.  Leave  Cahokia  every  monday  at  8  A.  M.  arrive  at  Madison 
C.  H.  same  day  by  6  P.  M.  &  return  to  Cahokia  on  friday  by  noon. 

R.J.M. 


DANIEL  SHELDON,  JR.,  TO  JOHN  CALDWELL 

INA:TD,  LO  Letter  Book,  1801-1833) 

Treasury  Department  28  March  1815 
John  Caldwell  Esqr.     Receiver  of  Public  Monies  Shawneetown. 

Sir  Ambrose  Whitlock  district  paymaster  having  been  authorized 
to  draw  on  the  paymaster  of  the  Army  at  this  place  for  monies  to 
enable  him  to  pay  off  the  troops  in  the  Indiana,  Illinois  &  Missoiu-i 
Territories  you  will  be  pleased  to  receive  from  him  his  bill  or  bills  on 
the  paymaster  of  the  Army  for  a  sum  or  sums  not  exceeding  twenty 
Five  thousand  dollars  and  pay  him  the  amount  out  of  the  public 
monies  in  your  hands. 

You  will  endorse  the  bill  or  bills  making  them  payable  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  &  transmit  them  to  the  Office  of  the 
Secretary  as  soon  as  they  shall  have  come  into  yoiu-  hands. 

Signed  For  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

D.  Sheldon  Jr 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office.  28'"  March  1815. 

Sir,  Annexed  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  an  extract  of  a 
letter  dated  11'"  ins'  from  Thomas  Sloo  Regis'  of  the  Land  office  at 
Shawnee  Town.* 

What  measures  shall  be  adopted  to  remove  the  intruders,  you  will 
be  pleased  to  determine. — Should  the  Marshall  be  directed  to  remove 
them,  and  the  Governor  directed  to  aid  the  Marshall  with  a  military 
force  if  necessary? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS] 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  March  28'"  1815 
Sir    The  farther  we  progress  with  makeing  out  copies  of  the 
Surveys  in  the  Kaskaskia  district,  the  more  difficulties  occur — It 

•  Ante,  p.  147,  from  the  originaL 
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must  therefore  be  a  work  of  immense  labour  &  time  to  reduce  the 
district  into  order — I  had  no  Idea  that  the  business  of  that  district 
was  in  such  a  condition — I  enclose  a  copy  of  the  Contract  entered 
into  by  M'  W  Rector  &  the  late  Surveyor  General,  by  which  you  will 
see  he  was  bound  to  Survey  all  the  private  claims  in  the  district  and 
to  return  a  connected  plat — exliibitting  both  those  claims  and  the 
contents  of  the  United  States  Land  remaining  &c — 

Now  the  true  state  is — there  has  been  some  returns  made  of  Town- 
ships with  only  one  copy  &  a  very  few  private  claims  laid  down — 
some  townships  surveyed  have  never  been  returned — some  M^ 
Gresham  says  were  accepted  &  delivered  back  to  get  copied,  some 
private  claims  returned  seperate,  and  no  connected  plat  at  all — Yet 
I  am  hurried  by  the  General  Land  Office  &  the  Register  at  Kaskaskia 
to  do  what  is  impossible  to  be  done  under  a  long  while — I  cannot 
conceal  my  disappointment  at  finding  the  business  in  the  state  it 
was — I  expect  M''  Rector  here  next  month  agreable  to  his  promise — 
I  have  also  wrote  for  the  21  Townships  which  were  returned  to  him 
to  get  a  M'  Denby  to  copy  &"  We  have  two  Clerks  at  Work  with 
this  business  but  the  incorrectness  of  much  of  the  work  which  has 
been  received  embarrass  us  much.' 


'  In  a  letter  from  Rector  to  Tiffin,  Mar.  6,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets. 
Reed.,  V),  a  considerable  portion  of  which  deals  with  Missouri  Territory,  the 
following  is  relevant  for  Illinois  Territory: 

"I  read  in  a  Newspaper  brought  me  by  the  last  mail  your  notice  to  surveyors, 
and  thus  avail  myself  of  the  first  opportunity  of  complying  on  my  part  with  your 
requisition.  But  as  I  intend  to  visit  your  Office  some  time  in  the  next  month  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  in  this  letter  to  enter  into  a  minute  detail  of  all  the  business 
which  by  contracts  with  your  predecessors  I  undertook  to  perform 

"All  the  confirmed  claims  of  individuals,  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  have  been 
surveyed.  All  the  Townships  &  fractional  Townships  in  which  these  claims  lye 
have  been  Subdivided  into  Sections  &c  Plats  of  each  Township  are  made  out. 
The  surveys  of  individuals  laid  down  And  the  content  of  most  of  the  fractional 
Sections  have  been  calculated.  But  in  consequence  of  some  of  my  assistants 
having  in  many  cases  omited  to  connect  the  surveys  of  individuals  with  the 
sectional  lines  &  corners,  as  particularly  as  was  necessary  they  should  have  been 
connected,  I  have  been  unable  to  complete  the  calculations  of  the  Content  of  all 
the  fractional  Sections  Elias  Bancroft  &  Nelson  Rector  who  are  both  experienced 
Surveyors  &  well  acquainted  with  this  business  will  immediately  go  out  &  make 
the  necessary  connections  by  which  we  shall  obtain  data  by  which  to  calculate, 
the  remaining  fractions.  They  will  I  think  get  through  with  that  business  in  a 
fortnight  from  this  time.  As  soon  after  which  as  possible  the  connected  plats 
shall  be  completed  and  I  will  take  them  to  your  office  together  with  the  balance 
of  the  Surveys  of  individuals.  You  will  then.  Sir  see  that  the  Surveying  of  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia  has  been  a  very  com.plicated  difficult  &  extensive  peice  of 
business  which  will  account  for  the  great  length  of  time  it  has  taken  to  accom- 
plish it. 
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I  think  you  ought  to  state  the  situation  of  things  to  the  Register  at 
Kaskaskia  as  I  will  myself  also — that  He  may  see  the  impossibility  of 
affording  him  complete  returns  very  soon — for  we  have  to  draw  copies 
of  many  Townships  with  their  descriptions  both  for  your  office  and 
His — lay  down  the  claims  on  each  Township  plat  and  on  a  General  plat 
for  each,  as  well  as  make  all  the  calculations '° 

With  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Ser* 

Edward  Tiffin 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner 
of  the  Gen'  Land  Office  Washington  [Postmarked]  Chillicothe 
Ohio  March  29    Free 

[Endorsed]  Chillicothe  28*"  March  1815  E"  Tiffin  de  Rectors  sur- 
veys— Acknow"  11  Ap'  " 

[Enclosure] 

Contract  between  WiUiam  Rector  and  Jared  Mansfield 

[September,  1810) 
Articles  of  Agreement  indented,  had,  made  &  fully  agreed  upon  this 
[blank]  day  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  &  ten,  between  Jared  Mansfield  Surveyor  General  of  the 
United  States  acting  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  the  one 
part,  and  William  Rector  of  Kaskaskia  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois  as 
principal  and  John  H  Piatt  of  Cincinnati,  and  John  Armstrong  of 
Columbia  both  of  Hamilton  County  in  the  state  of  Ohio  as  sureties — 
on  the  other  part — Witnesseth  that  the  said  William  Rector  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  Conditions,  terms,  provisions  and  covenants 
hereinafter  expressed  and  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
thereof  does  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Jared  Mansfield 
in  his  capacity  aforesaid,  that  the  said  William  Rector  will  faithfully 
Survey  or  cause  to  be  siu^-eyed  agreably  to  the  Laws  of  the  United 
States  and  such  instructions  as  may  be  given  him  by  the  said  Jared 
Mansfield  all  the  claims  which  may  be  confirmed  by  the  Commissioners 
of  Claims  of  the  Kaskaskia  District,  both  those  which  are  to  be  sur- 
veyed at  the  expense  of  the  United  States,  and  those  at  the  expence  of 

"The  field  work  of  nearly  all  the  surveying  which  I  undertook  by  a  contract 
with  the  late  Surveyor  General  to  have  performed  in  the  Illinois  Territory  is  now 
done  and  most  of  the  returns  made  out  And  if  my  assistants  who  are  now  surveying 
in  that  Territory  should  not  be  driven  out  of  the  woods  by  Indians  I  shall  when 
I  go  to  your  Office  in  April  make  a  complete  return  of  all  the  Surveys  I  have 
undertaken  to  perform  in  the  Illinob  Territory." 

'» See  Tiffin  to  Meigs,  Apr.  25,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v), 
to  the  effect  that  Jones  and  Bond  wish  30  or  40  townships  surveyed,  and  expressing 
the  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  for  the  present  to  finish  the  work  already  under 
contract.    The  major  part  of  this  letter  concerns  Michigan  Territory. 

y  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) 
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Individuals  and  all  those  claims  to  be  described  and  laid  dovm  con- 
nctedly  on  the  plat  or  plats,  so  that  the  contents  of  the  United  States 
adjacent  and  intermediate  lands  may  be  known  and  ascertained. 
Furthermore  the  said  William  Rector  covenants  and  agrees  that  he 
will  complete  the  surveys  in  manner  aforesaid  and  make  return  thereof 
within  one  year  from  the  date  hereof,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practi- 
cable on  penalty  of  forfeiture  &  paying  to  the  United  States  the  Sum 
of  Three  thousand  Dollars  if  default  be  made  therein — And  the  said 
Jared  Mansfield  covenants  and  agrees  that  on  the  completion  of  the 
work  in  mailner  aforesaid,  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  said  William 
Rector  on  account  of  the  United  States,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the 
whole  expence  of  Surveying  as  aforesaid  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars 
per  mile  for  every  mile  actually  run  and  marked  estimated  agreably 
to  Acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject,  provided  no  member  of  Congress 
have  any  part  or  concern  in  this  contract 

In  Testimony  &  &c 

Signed    W"  Rector  [seal]         John  Armstrong  [seal] 
Jared  Manf*  [seal]      John  H  Fiatt  [seal] 
A  Copy. 

[Endorsed]    Copy  of  Contract  between  J  Mansfield  and  William 
Rector 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  3'^  April  1815. 

Sir,  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  communication  from 
this  office  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  relative  to  intrusions 
upon  public  lands  in  the  Illinois  territory; '-  the  President  has  referred 
the  communication  to  you,  as  you  will  perceive  by  his  endorsement 
upon  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

Hon"'*  Richard  Rush    Attorney  General. 


THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GL0,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound :AL  i'] 

[April  4,  1815] 
R.  Rush  has  the  honor  to  enclose  Mr  Meigs  an  opinion,  in  answer 
to  his  letter  and  statement  of  yesterday's  date. 
Copy  of  opinion  on  next  side 
Washington  April  4.  1815. 

n  Ante,  p.  158. 

"  The  subjoined  opinion  is  a  copy. 
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Assuming  it  as  facts  under  the  letter  from  the  Register  of  Shawnee- 
town  dated  March  IP  1815,'*  that  the  intruders  in  question  are 
utterly  without  title,  that  their  unlawful  possession  was  subsequent 
to  the  3'"  of  March  1807,"  and  previous  to  any  sale  made  by  the 
United  States  of  the  lands  intruded  upon,  I  am  of  opinion: 

That  such  intruders  should  be  dispossessed  by  the  authority  of  the 
government  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  first  and  fourth  sections 
of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  3rd  March  1807.  The  three  months 
notice  mentioned  in  the  fourth  section  will  not  be  necessary,  as  it 
applies  to  another  class  of  intruders. 

If  the  instructions  which  are  issued  in  the  first  instance  to  the 
Marshal,  or  officer  acting  as  such,  are  not  found  available  to  oust  them 
from  the  land  and  the  Marshal  upon  trial  fails  to  effect  that  end,  it 
is  clear  that  the  President  may  direct  the  employment  of  such  military 
force  as  he  may  deem  adequate  and  necessary  to  its  accomplishment." 

(signed)     Richard  Rush    Attorney  General. 

Washington,  april  4'"  1815. 

[Addressed]  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs.  Commissioner  of  the  (Gen- 
eral Land  office — 

[Endorsed]  April  4*"  1815  Attorney  General  opinion  de  Instru- 
sions  in  Shawnee  district.    Sent  to  President  7'"  April  " 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
(NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

April  4'"  1815. 
Sir,  Inclosed  I  transmit  Accounts  of  Public  Lands  applied  for  and 
monies  Entered  from  the  1"  of  Jan>'  to  the  31"  of  March  1815  in- 
clusive.'* 

The  Act  annexing  the  Islands  in  the  Mississippi  to  and  making 
them  a  part  of  the  Tract  reserv'd  for  satisfying  private  claims  directs 
the  same  to  be  appropriated  under  the  Act  of  the  16'"  April  1814 — 
It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  direct  the  said  Islands  or  such  parts 
thereof  as  are  situated  between  the  middle  &  eastern  margin  to  be 
survey'd  as  early  as  possible  as  many  of  the  Pre-emptioners  are 

'*  Ante,  p.  147. 

"  Referring  to  the  act  approved  Mar.  3,  1807  (2  Stat.  445-446),  providing  for 
the  removal  of  illegal  settlers. 

"  For  similar  problem  in  the  territories  of  Mississippi,  Indiana,  Michigan,  and 
Louisiana-Missouri,  consult  indexes  under  the  item  "Intruders"  in  vols.  VI 
(Miss.),  VIII  (Ind.),  x  (Mich.),  and  xiv  (La.-Mo.),  in  the  present  series. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

"  Not  present. 
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desirous  to  appropriate  part  of  the  Islands  And  indeed  the  holders 
of  unlocated  claims  are  also  desirous  to  Locate  on  the  Islands  which 
they  will  not  have  an  opportunity  of  doing  as  the  time  for  locating 
Claims  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  May  next. 

You  will  recollect  Sir,  that  it  was  Your  opinion  when  acting  as 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  that  the  Governors  con- 
firmations which  had  not  been  approv'd  of  by  the  Board  of  Revision 
were  subject  to  appropriation  under  the  Act  of  the  16"  April  1814 — 
Some  of  these  Lands  have  been  applied  for  by  Pre-emptioners — 
The  confirmees  are  about  to  eject  the  late  purchasers — this  will  lead 
to  a  judicial  decision  on  the  validity  or  Legality  of  Titles  derived 
under  Governors  Confirmations — Would  it  not  be  advisable  for  the 
Government  to  Employ  two  able  Attorneys  to  defend  against  Titles 
thus  deriv'd? 

The  Talents  of  the  Attorney  General  alone  cannot  be  rely'd  on — 
May  I  be  permitted  to  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  suggest  it  to  M"  Manafiold 
Meigs  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury?  M"'  Bond  and  myself, 
could  employ  such  as  are  capable  of  doing  justice  to  the  United  States 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  hum""'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones. 

Edw^  Tiffin  Surveyor  Gen' 

[Endorsed]  Mich'  Jones  Ap'  15.  1815  relative  to  Islands  in  Missis- 
sippi &''  "  

MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  April  4'"  1815 
Sir    Herewith  I  transmit  Accounts  of  public  lands  applied  for,  and 
monies  entered  from  the  1"  to  the  31°'  March  1815  inclusive,  together 
with  the  receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  during  said  month  from  N" 
482  to  497  inclusive  ^°— 

Yesterday  by  accident  I  procured  the  National  intelligencer  con- 
taining "an  act  to  amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the 
16'"  April  1814  entitled  an  act  confirming  certain  claims  in  the  Illinois 
Territory  and  providing  for  their  location"  which  to  me  is  of  vague 
and  doubtful  construction.  The  1°'  section  extends  the  reserve  to  the 
middle  of  the  Missisippi  and  declares  "that  all  or  any  of  the  islands 
(between  the  middle  and  eastern  margin)  shall  be  subject  to  be  appro- 
priated under  the  said  recited  act"  (16'"  April  1814)     How  were  lands 


"  Answered  post,  p.  219. 
M  Not  present. 
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appropriated  under  s"  recited  act  on  the  27*"  Feb"  1815  "  the  date  of 
this  act?  By  an  application  and  purchase,  in  virtue  of  an  unlocated 
claim  or  claims  only.  The  fourth  section  of  s"  recited  act  ceased  to 
operate  in  favour  of  preemptioners  on  the  1"  of  October,  prior  to  the 
date  of  this  act — Is  the  4'"  Section  of  said  recited  act  revived  or  its 
provisions  extended  generally  to  settlers  who  have  not  availed  them- 
selves of  their  right  of  preemption  It  seems  not,  expressly.  The  2"* 
3"  &  4"^  sections  provide  only  for  particular  persons  1"  Persons  on 
fractional  Sections  2'*  Persons  settled  on  sections  reserved  &  3"  Per- 
sons entitled  to  preemption  under  the  4'"  section  of  the  before  recited 
act  who  failed  to  locate  their  claims  within  the  time  limited  in  said 
act  and  which  said  lands  have  been  appropriated  by  others"  Besides 
settlers  on  islands  seem  to  want  a  necessary  qualification,  to  wit 
residence  in  the  reserved  tract  on  the  16'"  April  1814  at  which  time 
the  reserve  did  not  extend  to  or  embrace  islands — 1"  then,  holders 
of  unlocated  claims  may  apply  for  any  lands  within  the  present 
reserve  any  time  prior  to  the  1"  of  May  Next  But  as  the  islands  are 
not  surveyed  I  cannot  permit  sales  or  locations  untill  furnished  with 
a  plat  or  certificate  from  the  Deputy  Surveyor,  2"'*'  Those  who 
improved  on  fractional  sections  within  the  reserve  less  than  160 
acres,  and  preemptioners  whose  improvements  have  been  appro- 
priated; and  persons  settled  on  reserved  sections  may  apply — if 
before  the  1"  of  May  next  they  may  pay  in  claims,  if  after  that  day 
in  specie  unless  they  are  the  proprietors  of  such  claims  on  the  1" 
of  May  next,  in  which  case,  they  may  retain  and  apply  them  in 
payment  any  time  before  the  1"  of  May  1816.  This  I  consider  a 
benefit  annexed  to  the  donation  of  preemption  by  the  4""  Sec  of  the 
before  recited  act 

Although  those  who  improved  and  whose  lands  are  not  appro- 
priated by  others  and  settlers  on  islands  are  not  expressly  provided 
for,  Yet  they  fall  within  the  reason  and  spirit  and  equity  of  the  law; 
Indeed  those  without  the  surveyed  tract  have  a  much  stronger  claim. 
They  could  not  make  their  entries,  The  townships  not  having  been 
surveyed  prior  to  the  1*'  Oct  and  between  those  who  expended 
labour  on  islands  and  those  who  improved  on  the  main  land  there 
does  not  exist  the  least  shade  of  difference.  The  context  subject 
matter,  the  reason  &  spirit  of  the  law  seems  to  warrant  a  construction 
in  their  favour.  The  4'"  Section  which  seems  to  confine  *e  confine  the 
general  provision  to  such  only  whose  lands  had  been  taken  away  by 
others,  must  have  been  intended  to  float  the  pretentions  of  one  descrip- 
tion, without  intending  to  impair  or  bar  the  rights  of  others  whose 
lands  had  not  been  thus  appropriated.    The  6'"  Section  seems  also  to 


«'  3  Stat.  218-219. 
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warrant  the  construction  "The  Register  to  give  notice  to  "all  persons 

entitled  by  wtue  of  this  "or  the  before  recited  act"  that  they  may 
make  such  purchase  &c.  No  objection  can  be  raised  to  this  con- 
struction, except  that  the  said  4'"  Section  had  ceased  to  operate  prior 
to  the  date  of  this  law,  Yet  as  the  expression  is  general  and  extends 
the  right  of  preemption  to  "all  persons  entitled  by  this  tew,  or  the 
before  recited  act"  and  as  they  ai-e  within  the  spirit  of  the  act,  they 
are  also  by  implication  within  its  provisions — 
I  am  Sir  Respectfully  Yr  ob  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

PS.  This  moment  your  letter  of  the  8'"  of  March  1815  "  came  to 
hand  containing  the  act  &  other  documents,  which  ought  to  have 
reached  us  by  last  mail,  but  through  mistake  was  sent  to  S'  Louis.  I 
regret  extremely  that  this  law  does  not  pro\'ide  for  the  settlers  on 
fractional  sections  without  the  reserved  tract.  They  claim  under 
the  law  of  the  fifth  of  Feb^  1813  -'  and  are  no  way  affected  by  this 
Act. — M :  Jones. 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  4'"  Ap'  1815  M'  Jones's  construction  of  Act 
of  25  feb  1815  Ans'»  22''  Sep^  1815  '* 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Receiver's  Office  Kaskaskia  April  5'"  1815 
Sir,     Herewith  enclosed,   I  transmit  to  your  Office  a  quarterly 
retxuTi,  ending  the  31''  March  1815 — together  with  an  account  of 
monies  received  for  lands  sold,  in  the  last  month  " — 

Your  letter  of  the  6'"  Ul'  came  to  hand  by  the  mail  before  the  last,^^ — 
By  the  last  mail,  the  Act  of  Congres  of  the  27'"  of  February  1815 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  and  extend  the  pro\'isions  of  the  Act  of 
the  16'"  of  April  1814  entitled  An  act  Confirming  certain  claims  to 
land  in  the  Illinois  Territory'  and  pro^nding  for  their  location"  pub- 
lished in  the  National  Intelligencer  was  received,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  question  respecting  Commission  on  unlocated  claims 
received;  seems  now  to  be  Settled;  I  have  Consequently  (as  hereto- 
fore) Charged  the  Commission  on  their  Amount  in  the  Accompanying 
return — 

The  late  law  gives  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  discriptions 

"Ante,  p.  145. 
"  2  Stat.  797-798. 
-*  Post,  p.  219. 
"  Not  present. 
2»  Ante,  p.  144. 
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of  Settlers  within  the  reserved  tract  and  extends  the  time  for  Complet- 
ing their  entries  to  the  1"  of  May  1816.  Some  of  those  persons  I 
obser\'e  have  Confirmed  unlocated  Claims  which  they  intend  to  tender 
in  payment  after  the  1"  of  May  next — From  my  first  view  of  the 
law  I  feared  it  was  not  Sufficiently  explicit  to  authorise  me  to  receive 
any  unlocated  Claims  which  might  be  tendered  in  pajonent  after  the 
first  of  May  next;  as  they  appear  to  be  all  forfeited  to  the  Government 
after  that  time  by  the  act  of  the  16'"  of  April  1814.  And  as  some 
doubts  have  arisen  in  my  mind,  I  shall  await  your  instructions  on 
this  subject  before  I  shall  receive  any  claims  after  the  1"  of  May 
next. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Ob'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

P.  S.  Since  writing  the  above,  the  mail  has  arrived  bringing  your 
letter  of  the  8'"  Ul'  to  the  Register  and  myself,"  accompanying  a 
copy  of  the  late  Act  of  Congress  and  some  instructions  respecting 
Treasury  Notes  &"  I  thank  you  for  the  kind  Congratulations  contained 
in  your  letter.  The  subjects  had  been  weighty  on  my  mind ;  and  it  is 
extremely  gratifying  to  have  them  removed  so  satisfactorily — S.  B — 

JosiAH  Meigs    Com"^  Gen' 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia,  5  April  1815.  Shadrach  Bond,  Receiver 
with  q''''  Ac  for  1"  Q'  1815.  asks  instructions  relative  to  pre-emp- 
tions and  confirmed  unlocated  claims — Ans"  23'*  May  1815  .** 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office.  10'"  April  1815. 
Sir,  On  the  27'"  Jan"  last  '*  I  had  the  honor  to  state  to  you  that 
the  Regis'  of  the  Land  office  at  Shawnee  Town  represented  to  this 
office  that  appearances  of  salt  had  been  discovered  in  certain  town- 
ships in  that  district,  and  suggested  the  propriety  of  reserving  from 
sale  some  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  those  appearances,  to  preserve  a 
suitable  quantity  of  timber  for  any  salt  works  that  may  be  established 
there.^ 


"  Ante,  p.  145. 
»  Post,  p.  182. 
»  Ante,  p.  124. 
•»  Ante,  p.  107. 
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The  Register  also  stated  that  there  were  some  valuable  buildings  at 
Fort  Massac,  &  suggested  the  propriety  of  reserving  from  sale  about 
two  sections  of  land  around  the  said  fort. 

At  the  same  time  I  observed  that  in  my  opinion  it  was  desirable 
those  reservations  should  be  made  under  the  authority  of  the  President 
of  the  U.  States. 

Having  not  had  any  instructions  from  you  or  from  the  President  on 
the  subject  I  presume  it  may  have  escaped  your  attention  or  that  of 
the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

HONB "  Alex'  Dallas  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office.  lO'"  April  1815. 

Sir,  Your  returns  for  February  last  &  your  letter  of  8'"  ult°  have 
been  received.'' 

I  notice  your  suggestion  relative  to  subdividing  the  Northern  part 
of  the  dist'  at  present  the  Surveyor  General  is  busy  preparing  to  have 
the  military  bounty  tracts  surveyed. 

I  am  &c 

Mich'  Jones  Esq'  Regis'  L.  Office  Kaskaskia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office.  10""  April  1815. 
Sir,  Your  accounts  of  monies  received  during  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruarj'  last  and  your  letter  of  14""  ult°  have  arrived.'^ — In  reply  to  the 
letter  it  has  always  been  the  practice  to  transmit  with  the  final 
certificate  for  a  tract  of  land  purchased,  any  transfers  that  may  have 
conveyed  it  from  the  original  purchaser  to  other  persons,  so  that  the 
chain  of  title  to  the  person  applying  for  the  patent,  may  be  complete 
in  this  office — so  it  will  be  necessary,  that  the  transfers  which  convey 
a  confirm'd  claim  to  other  persons  should  be  transmitted  with  the 
final  certificate,  that  the  chain  of  title  from  the  confirmee  to  the 
patentee  may  be  complete  in  this  office.  When  confirmed  claims 
have  been  applied  in  payment  of  different  tracts,  you  will  be  pleased 
to  endorse  on  the  certificate  of  confirmation  the  tracts  to  the  payment 
of  which  it  has  been  applied,  transmitting  the  certificates  of  confirma- 

»>  Ante,  p.  146. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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tion,  transfers  and  final  certificates  (which  appertain  to  each  other) 
all  at  the  same  time. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe  that  the  transfers  will  not  be  ad- 
mitted here  as  evidence,  unless  they  are  regularly  acknowledged 
before  competent  authority — When  acknowledged  before  a  Magistrate 
a  certificate  (of  the  Clerk  of  the  county  or  of  the  register  of  the  Land 
office)  of  his  magistracy  must  accompany  the  papers  ^ 

I  am  &c. 

Shadrach  Bond  Esq'  Rec'  of  pub.  moies  Kaskaskia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) 

General  Land  office.  10'"  April  1815. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  March  18""  ^*  &  your  returns  for  February  have 
been  received. — Your  former  representations  relative  to  intrusions  on 
the  public  lands  were  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
&  he  has  issued  instructions  to  the  proper  departments  to  remove  the 
intruders. 

In  the  cases  you  mention  of  entries  being  made  for  lands  containing 
salt  licks  or  lead  mines,  the  monies  paid  by  the  parties  will  be  re- 
funded by  the  Receiver  on  their  presenting  to  him  a  certificate  from 
you  that  such  being  the  case  the  land  cannot  legally  be  sold. 

Your  representations  relative  to  the  propriety  of  making  reserva- 
tions near  Salt  licks  and  around  the  buildings  at  Fort  Massac,  were 
laid  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  having  this  day  re- 
minded him  of  the  subject  I  hope  in  a  few  days  to  give  you  instruc- 
tions in  relation  to  it. 

What  time  and  expence  would  be  necessary  to  make  the  examina- 
tion (you  propose)  of  salt  licks  and  appearances  of  mineral." 

I  am  &c 

Tho'  Sloo  Esq'  Regis'  L.  office  Shawnee  Town. 


»»  Answered  post,  p.  187. 

»<  Ante,  p.  152. 

"Answered,  May  7,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
See  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  June  14,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Misc. 
Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  requesting  permission  to  have  the  salt  licks  at  Shawneetown 
explored;  and  id.  to  Sloo,  June  19, 1815,  loc.  cit.,  advising  that  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had  approved  of  his  proposal  for  the  exploration  in  question.  See 
also  Sloo  to  Meigs,  Nov.  21,  1816  (A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  in,  705-706),  covering, 
with  a  lengthy  explanation,  his  report  dated  Nov.  1,  1816,  ibid.,  pp.  706-707. 
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GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E47:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  April  13.  1815 
Sir    So  great  has  been  the  hostility  of  the  Savages  in  this  quar- 
ter, that  I  do  believe  more  murders  have  been  committed  on  this 
frontier  since  the  first  of  February,  than  during  the  whole  of  the  residue 
of  the  time  since  the  commencement  of  the  war — 

A  correspondent  writes  me  that  about  two  hundred  persons  includ- 
ing men  women  &  children  were  a  few  days  ago  massacreed  in  Missouri 
Territory  and  the  \illage  of  Cote  sans  dessien  (two  days  ride  from 
S*  Louis)  was  entirely  conflagrated  by  the  savages.  I  find  the  same 
news  confirmed  by  the  S'  Louis  paper  now  before  me.  It  is  suggested 
to  me  that  all  this  mischief  has  been  perpetrated  by  the  Osages.  of 
which  there  seems  to  be  strong  probable  grounds  at  least  of  sus- 
picion— and  I  repeat  the  suggestion  to  you  because  I  suppose  if  it 
should  be  found  correct,  some  measures  or  instructions  might  pos- 
sibly be  predicated  upon  our  relation  to  those  Indians  at  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  late  Treaty  when  we  neither  were  or  had  been  at  war  with 
them — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  esteem  &  resp'  Sir  Y'  Mo 
Obd'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  Wash- 
ington City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  13'"  April  1815  Gov''  N. 
Edwards  relative  to  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Indians- — more 
murders  committed  lately  than  during  the  whole  war — The  Osage 
Indians  at  the  head  of  them  &c  May  1815  '* 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:  ALS] 

S'  Louis  April  20'"  1815 
D'  Sir  M"'  Enoch  Moore  who  will  hand  you  this  will  at  the  same 
time  deliver  to  you  the  Field  Notes  &  triplicate  plats  and  descriptions 
of  the  Surveys  of  Twenty  Townships,  Three  of  the  Townships  are  a 
part  of  the  job  which  I  imdertook  to  have  performed  by  my  contract 
of  the  26'"  of  July  1813  with  the  late  Surveyor  General,  which  com- 
pletes that  job.  Nine  other  of  these  Townships  are  my  half  of  the 
eighteen  Townships  which  Elias  Rector  &  myseK  imdertook  by  our 

»•  No  reply  found. 
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Contract  of  the  6'"  of  June  1814  with  the  late  Surveyor  General  to 
have  performed.  The  other  Eight  Townships,  and  field  notes  of  the 
Meridian  Line  &  the  East  &  West  Line  which  I  surveyed  East  from 
the  Meridian  to  the  Range  line  between  Ranges  7  &  8  East  are  a  part 
of  the  job  of  Surveying  undertaken  last  Summer  by  Nelson  Rector, 
For,  the  due  execution  of  which  Surveys  it  will  be  seen  by  reference 
to  the  Contract  on  file  in  the  Surveyor  Generals  Office  that  I  am  bound 
&  made  a  party  to  the  Contract.  Nelson  finding  that  much  difficulty  • 
would  be  experienced  in  making  these  Surveys  on  account  of  Indian 
hostility  and  the  scarcity  of  hands  who  would  at  such  a  time  remain 
in  the  woods,  transfered  the  Surveying  of  a  part  of  his  job  to  me.  all 
of  which  will  appear  by  the  papers  that  Mr  Moore  will  present  to  you. 
I  have  made  out  duplicate  Accounts  of  these  Surveys  &  signed  dupli- 
cate receipts  for  the  whole  amount  of  the  fees,  which  ace'  &  receipt  M' 
Moore  will  deliver  to  you.  On  which  you  will  please  to  retain  in  your 
hands  &  place  to  the  credit  of  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  late  Surveyor 
General  the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars,  it  being  for  money  which  he 
advanced  to  me  last  Summer  on  account  of  Surveying  fees  &  which 
was  not  included  in  our  settlement.  And  you  will  please  to  pay  the 
balance  that  will  then  remain  due  to  Mr.  Enoch  Moore — (it  being 
Agreeably  to  my  estimation)  Four  thousand  and  twenty  seven  dollars 
and  forty  six  cents.  I  have  authorized  and  do  hereby  authorize  and 
empower  M'  Enoch  Moore  to  do  and  perform  all  manner  of  acts  that 
may  be  proper  and  necessary  relative  to  returning  to  the  Surveyor 
General  the  Surveys  aforesaid  receiving  the  fees  for  making  said 
Surveys  (except  the  three  hundred  dollars  aforesaid)  granting  and 
signing  the  necessary  receipts  for  the  same  for  me  &  in  my  name  & 
to  do  &  perform  every  thing  in  the  business  that  I  could  do  were  I 
personally  present 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  respect  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W°  Rector 

Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  General  of  the  U,  States  Chilli- 
cothe  Ohio. — 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  General  of  the  U. 
States  Chillicothe  Ohio — 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  April  20,  1815  W"  Rector— with  return  of 
Surveys  &c  &c  

GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E52:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  May  3.  1815 
Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  the  result  of  the 
enquiry  into  Cap"  J.  B.  Moores  conduct  in  relation  to  the  charge  of 
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killing  a  party  of  friendly  Pottowattomie  Indians  ^'  near  F'  Clark  ^'  to 
gether  with  Colo  Russels  letter  to  me  on  the  same  subject  ^' — 

All  negotiation  with  the  friends  of  the  deceased  Indians  though  the 
affair  happened,  and  the  Indians  all  resided  in  this  Territory  was 
taken  out  of  my  hands  and  as  I  learn  by  the  newspaper  of  S'  Louis 
was  transferred  by  special  instructions  from  the  President  to  Gov' 
Clark. 

Considering  that  I  am  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs 
within  this  Territory  the  transfer  of  this  business  to  another  Cover 
according  to  the  uncontradicted  statement  of  the  newspaper,  neither 
does,  nor  is  it  calculated  to  produce  impressions  either  honorable  or 
flattering  to  me — And  as  I  can  not  immagine  any  possible  cause  for 
such  a  discrimination  I  persuade  myself  it  was  not  intended  but  has 
arisen  from  some  misapprehension  No  man  would  more  cheerfully 
subscribe  to  Gov''  Clarks  merits  than  myseH.  But  I  am  not  prepared 
to  admit  that  he  is  more  competent  to  manage  the  Indian  affairs 
within  both  his  own  territory  &  this  than  I  am  to  manage  those  which 
belong  to  my  superintendency  only,  and  I  can  very  readily  perceive 
that  the  exercise  of  coordinate  powers  by  us  both  within  the  same 
limits  without  notice  to  each  other  might  produce  results  repugnant 
to  the  general  law  and  to  the  duties  which  pertain  to  my  office  ex 
officio — Such  occurrences  to  me  are  extremely  embarrassing,  and  I 
have  on  other  occasions  felt  them  so  sensibly  that  I  have  been  much 
at  a  loss  how  to  act — I  am  however  so  greatly  indisposed  and  enfeebled 
that  for  the  present  I  will  add  no  further  remarks  upon  the  subject — 
In  a  future  communication  I  hope  to  present  such  a  view  and  history 
of  the  whole  transaction  as  to  evince  that  the  public  interest  would 
not  have  suffered  by  permitting  me  to  have  discharged  the  duties 
which  the  circumstances  of  the  case  required — That  the  Indians 
alluded  to  were  hostile  I  think  no  one  can  doubt  who  reads  and  be- 
lieves the  deposition  of  M"'  Pruet  (whose  veracity  I  have  never  heard 
questioned)  which  is  contained  in  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of 
enquiry,  and  there  seems  to  be  a  palpable  inconsistency  in  acquitting 
Cap'"  Moore  for  the  murder  of  the  Indians  because  they  were  hostile, 
and  at  the  same  time  sending  goods  to  their  friends  "to  cover  the  dead" 

I  have  indeed  proof  independent  of  what  appears  in  the  papers 
herewith  sent  that  I  think  would  convince  any  rational  man  that  those 
Indians  or  a  part  of  them  had  been  concerned  in  the  then  recent 
murders  on  our  frontier — 

"  Not  present. 

'*  See  ante,  p.  116. 

»»  Not  present.  See  Russell  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  May  15,  1815  (NA,  WD, 
SWDF,  R109),  enclosing  a  report  and  correspondence  with  a  British  officer  at 
Rock  River. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  the  highest  Esteem  &  respect  Sir  Y' 
Mo  Obd'  S' 

N  Edwards 

Please  to  reflect  that  this  miserable  scroll  comes  from  a  very  sick 
man    N.  E. 

[Addressed]  The  Honble  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  Wash- 
ington City.     Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  I.  T  May  3"  1815  Gov  Edwards  relative 
to  Captain  J.  B.  Moore's  conduct  in  killing  a  party  of  friendly  In- 
dians—Speaks of  Indian  Affairs  generally  &c  June  1815  *"  The 
President. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  May  3. 1815 

Dear  Sir  M'  Thomas  Cox  of  this  Territory  is  very  desirous 
of  obtaining  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  surveyor  in  this  terri- 
tory to  survey  any  lands  with  its  limits  but  more  especially  to  be 
engaged  in  surveying  the  military  lands  when  that  business  shall 
commence  and  he  has  applied  to  me  for  my  recommendation  and 
I  cannot  refuse  him  the  testimony  of  my  approbation — he  has  been 
raised  in  this  country,  is  a  worthy  respectable  and  enterprizing 
young  gentleman,  one  of  the  best  woodsmen  I  ever  knew  and  in  every 
respect  I  think  he  is  eminently  qualified  for  the  service  and  can 
&  will  perform  the  work  as  fast  as  any  other  man  in  the  world — 

The  whole  of  the  Kaskaskia  river  is  within  the  ceeded  territory 
the  land  adjoining  it  is  the  most  saleable  of  any  in  this  country  its 
settlement  would  be  a  complete  barrier  against  future  inroads  of 
the  savages  &  were  I  not  fearful  of  incurring  the  imputation  of  med- 
ling  with  business  out  of  my  own  sphere  I  think  I  could  offer  some 
of  the  most  substantial  reasons  in  favor  of  surveying  the  whole  of 
those  lands  and  attaching  them  to  this  land  district — 

The  country  beyond  the  present  northern  boundary  of  Indian 
purchases  which  is  between  the  Kaskaskia  &  Illinois  rivers  is  so 
desirable  in  every  point  of  \new  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  restrain 
settlements  on  the  Indian  land  unless  that  boundary  line  shall  be 
run  and  marked  on  which  account  the  accomplishment  of  that  object 
would  be  very  desirable  as  a  means  of  preventing  future  well  founded 
difficulties  with  the  Indians 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Sir  y'  Mo  Ob*"  S' 

N  Edwards 


*•  Answered  post,  p.  188. 
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[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esqr  Surveyor  Gen'  Chilicothe  Ohio 
M''  Cox  [Postmarked]  Beau  Coup — 25  paid 

[Endorsed]  May  3**  1815    Gov''  Edwards  recom*'  M"'  Cox  as  a  Deputy 
Surveyor — 


JUDGE  GRISWOLD  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS] 

Shawnebtown  5'"  May  1815. 

Dear  Sir,  I  do  not  know  but  I  have  done  wrong — I  have  drawn 
on  you  for  $150.  I  calculate  you  will  not  have  the  draft  presented 
to  you  till  after  you  will  have  received  this  advice.  Should  it,  however, 
happen  otherwise,  it  will  be  pleasing  to  me  to  learn,  that  you  have 
honored  it;  and  I  have  it  in  my  power  to  indemnify  you,  if  not  in 
one  way,  yet  in  another. — A  few  weeks  since  I  sent  you  a  communica- 
tion, containing  a  revocation  of  my  Letter  of  Attorney  to  the  Cashier 
of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  for  the  receipt  of  my  salary  since  the  1" 
of  January  last,  and  a  request  to  be  permitted  to  receive  my  Salary 
since  that  time  at  the  Land  Office  here.  I  have  not  heard  from  you 
since. 

There  were  $150  due  me  previously  to  the  1"  of  January,  for  which 
I  herewith  enclose  to  you  my  Draft  on  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of 
Columbia — I  have  not  written  it  on  stamped  paper  for  three  reasons; — 
1"  it  is  not  to  be  had  here;— 2°''  The  Hon,  M"  Morrow  of  the 
Senate  informed  me  it  was  not  necessary  in  such  case; — 3"  As  it 
requires  no  endorsers  it  seems  exempted  by  the  law. 

If  the  Cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  has  taken  up  my  salary 
between  the  1°'  of  January  &  1"  of  April,  and  it  should  be  incon- 
venient for  him  to  refund  it,  I  have  no  objection  to  draw  on  him 
for  that  quarter  also. — I  beg  you  to  excuse  all  the  trouble  I  give  you 
on  this  business.    I  depend  on  you  for  information. 

We  have  had  a  terrible  flood,  near  3  feet  higher  than  was  ever 
known  since  the  place  was  settled  by  civilized  man.  Myself  &  family 
fled  to  the  interior  country  on  the  1^'  of  April,  andreturned  to  Shawnee- 
town  on  the  first  instant.  In  all  that  time  we  had  no  mail,  and  I  am 
a  month  behind  in  my  information,  as  well  of  public  as  private  con- 
cerns.— The  damage  at  this  place  is  as  great  as  its  poverty  admitted, — 
almost  every  cabin  is  swept  off,  with  a  good  deal  of  loose  property. 
Mine  stood,  owing  to  its  being  a  few  logs  higher  than  others  in  general. 
The  New  town  is  now  in  demand. — The  calculation  was  judicious. 

6'"  May— 

Your  very  agreeable  favor  of  the  14""  ult"  ^'  has  been  just  handed 

<■  Not  found. 
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to  me  and  I  am  truly  thankful  for  the  information  it  contains. — You 
are  at  the  fountain-head  and  every  drop  of  news  is  most  welcome. — 
God  be  praised  for  the  present  aspect  of  things. — Your  family-concerns 
are  interesting  to  us.  We  beg  you  to  continue  to  write  as  you  may 
have  leisure.  Our  health  is  good.  M"  G.  &  Miss  G.  send  their 
kindest  respects  to  yourself  &  their  love  (with  my  best  regards)  to 
M"  Meigs.    My  compliments  to  the  Post  Master  General. 

Your  friend,  in  some  haste, 

Stanley  Griswold 

The  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs. 

[Endorsed]  S.  Griswold 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO.SG,NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

S'  Louis  Missouri  Territory  May  7*"  1815 
D'  Sir  I  have  just  returned  from  Kaskaskia,  where  I  went  for 
the  piupose  of  ascertaining  particularly,  the  situation  &  state  of  the 
Surveying  business  in  the  Illinois  Territory  which  I  am  by  contracts 
with  the  former  Surveyor  Generals,  bound  to  have  performed,  and  in 
order  to  make  arrangements  to  have  whatever  might  appear  necessary 
to  complete  this  tedious  and  troublesome  job  immediately  executed. 
On  an  examination  of  the  whole  of  that  business  I  found  that  there 
were  many  more  small  jobs  to  be  performed  in  order  to  enable  me  to 
complete  the  calculations  of  the  content  of  the  fractional  Sections  &c 
than  I  apprehended  at  the  time  I  last  wrote  to  you  on  the  subject 
That  is  there  were  many  short  lines  to  be  measured  from  the  inter- 
section of  Sectional  Lines  with  the  Lines  of  the  Surv^eys  of  indi\aduals, 
to  the  corners  of  these  siu-veys,  so  that  I  may  be  able  to  place  the 
Surveys  of  the  claims  and  the  fractional  Sections  in  their  proper 
positions  on  the  plats  of  Townships,  and  to  calculate  with  accuracy 
the  content  of  the  fractional  Sections.  These  connecting  lines  gener- 
ally have  heretofore  been  Surveyed  &  blazed.  But  some  of  my  Assist- 
ants in  many  instances  omited  to  establish  corners  at  the  intersections 
of  these  Lines  &  failed  to  note,  the  distances,  or  length  of  the  con- 
necting Lines  altho  each  of  them  had  been  particularly  instructed  by 
me  in  writing  to  Survey  and  note  all  lines  and  establish  all  Corners, 
that  could  be  in  anywise  necessary  in  connecting  and  perfecting 
the  Surveys. 

The  Surveying  of  the  claims  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  was  pre- 
maturely gone  into;  it  was  commenced  at  a  time,  when  the  Board 
of  Commissioners  had  only  decided  on  a  small  proportion  of  the  claims. 
The  claims  then  acted  on,  by  the  Board  was  first  Surveyed.    Subse- 
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quent  decisions  produced  a  necessity  of  making  other  Svirveys  in 
the  same  quarter  of  the  Country  so  that  the  whole  extent  of  Country 
wherein,  these  claims  are  Situated,  have  been  passed  over  in  this 
way  by  myself  and  assistants  many  times. — 

This  business  was  so  long  on  hand  that  it  was  not  in  my  power  to 
retain  the  Assistant  Surveyors  that  I  first  employed  (except  M''  Bar- 
croft*^)  consequently  I  was  under  the  necessity  from  time  to  time  of 
employing  other  Assistants  to  do  Surveying  in  the  same  quarter  & 
frequently  adjoining  to  those  Surveys  that  had  been  made  by  myself 
and  1^'  Assistants.  This  manner  of  doing  the  business  created  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  and  expence  &  multiplied  the  chances  of  omis- 
sions &  inaccuracies.  You  will  I  presume  naturally  enquire  why 
this  business  was  thus  prematurely  gone  into.  In  reply  to  which  I 
will  observe  that  at  the  time  Colo.  Mansfield  appointed  me  to  do 
this  business  he  refered  me  to  the  Board  of  Commissioners  (Messr^ 
Backus  &  Jones)  who  were  then  in  cession,  for  instructions  as  to  the 
time  and  manner  of  making  the  Surveys.  These  Gentlemen  in  com- 
pliance with  the  request  of  the  Surveyor  General  gave  me  at  different 
times  written  instructions  on  the  subject,  by  which  I  was  governed 
and  with  which  I  acted  in  strict  conformity. — • 

The  Board  of  Commissioners,  I  presume  were  induced  to  cause  the 
Survejang  of  the  claims  to  be  gone  into  at  that  early  stage  of  the 
business  by  a  belief  that  it  was  very  important  both  to  their  Govern- 
ment &  to  the  Land  claimants  that  the  Lands  should  be  Surveyed  & 
the  whole  business  finished  as  soon  as  possible,  and  that  it  would  also 
be  of  service  to  them  in  making  subsequent  decisions. 

The  course  that  was  taken  in  this  business  has  produced  to  the 
Surveying  department  (particularly  to  myself)  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
But  it  will  bring  that  business  to  a  close  at  least  three  years  sooner 
than  it  could  have  been  done  provided  the  Surveys  had  not  have 
been  commenced,  until  the  Several  Boards  of  Commissioners  had  got 
through  their  decisions  and  furnished  the  Surveyor  General  with 
transcripts  thereof. 

At  the  time  the  Register  &  Receiver  of  the  Land  Oifice  was  directed 
by  law  to  open  their  Offices  to  receive  entries  to  Satisfy  the  unlocated 
claims,  and  the  entries  of  those  settlers  within  the  reserved  tract, 
who  were  entitled  to  the  right  of  preemption  It  was  evidently  very 
desirable  if  not  absolutely  necessaiy,  that  they  should  have  been  in 
possession  of  connected  plats,  in  order  to  enable  and  justify  them 
in  receiving  entries.     It  was  wholy  impossible  that  the  Surveyor 

«  Elias  Barcroft.  See  Rector  to  Tiffin,  Feb.  22,  1815,  and  Jones  and  Bond  to 
Tiffin,  same  date  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  V),  recommending  Barcroft 
as  a  deputy  surveyor  in  the  Kaskaskia  district.  Evidently  Barcroft  was  subse- 
quently so  employed,  though  a  copy  of  his  contract  has  not  been  seen. 
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General  could  have  furnished  them  with  such  connected  plats  at  that 
time,  nor  was  it  possible  for  me  to  have  had  them  in  a  greater  state 
of  forwardness,  than  they  then  really  were.  The  business  being 
thus  situated,  the  Register  &  Receiver  represented  to  me  the  great 
evil  that  would  arise  provided  their  Office  could  not  be  opened  for 
the  receipt  of  entries  and  they  knowing  the  state  of  the  Surveying 
business  and  that  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  obtain  connected  plats 
in  time,  requested  me  either  to  certify  to  them  myself  or  to  authorise 
M'  Barcroft  to  do  so,  from  my  field  notes  &  other  papers  relative 
to  the  surveys  of  the  Illinois  Territory  the  quantity  of  such  tracts 
of  Land  as  might  be  applied  for,  After  reflecting  on  the  subject  I 
concluded  I  might  with  propriety  do  as  they  requested  me  in  this 
business  and  did  accordingly  put  all  my  papers  relative  to  the  Surveys 
of  the  Illinois  Territory  into  the  hands  of  Elias  Barcroft,  and  got 
him  to  keep  them  in  a  room  adjoining  to  the  Registers  office,  and  to 
give  to  the  Register  &  Receiver  all  the  information,  he  could  from 
these  papers  and  also  to  certify  to  them  the  situation  &  contents  of 
such  tracts  of  Land  as  was  applied  for,  that  is  in  all  cases  where  the 
papers  would  enable  him  to  do  so.  By  this  means  the  claimants  of 
unlocated  Lands  have  been  enabled  to  locate  their  claims  and  the 
preemptioners  within  the  reserved  tract  to  purchase  the  Lands  they 
were  entitled  to  by  Law 

This  circumstance  also  had  an  effect  considerably  to  procrastinate 
the  completion  of  the  Connected  plats,  for  M'  Barcroft's  whole  time 
was  taken  up  in  the  manner  above  stated,  and  it  was  necessary  that 
he  should  keep  in  his  possession  the  whole  of  the  papers  relative  to 
the  business  so  that  during  that  time  but  little  was  done  in  the  woods. 

I  now  have  the  satisfaction  to  know  that  this  tedious  complicated 
and  very  troublesome  business,  will  in  a  short  time  be  brought  to  a 
close.  1  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will  I  am  convinced  enable 
me  to  return  the  whole  business  to  your  Office  some  time  in  July  next 
at  furthest.  My  returns  will  be  in  such  a  form  and  contain  such 
substance  as  will  I  have  no  doubt  be  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
Surveyor  Gen' 

As  things  now  stand  this  delay  can  be  productive  of  no  injury  to 
our  Government  or  any  individual,  as  the  Act  of  Congress  of  Feb- 
ruary last  extends  the  time  for  the  preemptioners  within  the  reserved 
tract  to  make  their  entries  to  the  1"  of  May  1816,  So  that  before 
that  time  a  sale  of  other  public  Lands  in  the  reserved  tract,  could 
not  I  presume  take  place  even  if  the  Register  &  Receiver  were  now  in 
possession  of  the  necessary  connected  plats.  No  unnecessary  time 
however  shall  be  lost  in  geting  the  Connected  plats  &c  to  your  office. 

The  many  difficulties  and  embarrassing  circumstances  that  have 
presented  themselves  in  making  the  Surveys  of  the  Kaskaskia  Dis- 
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trict,  in  consequence  of  their  having  been  prematurely  commenced 
&  made  at  different  times,  has  fully  convinced  me,  that  in  making 
the  Surveys  of  this  Teiritory  it  will  be  a  good  plan.  First  to  lay  off 
into  Townships  all  that  part  of  the  Country  wherein  the  confirmed 
claims  of  individuals  are  situated,  and  that  such  of  the  Townships 
as  may  be  found  to  be  of  good  quality  and  advantageously  situated 
should  be  subdivided  into  Sections  &  corners  established  for  quarter 
Sections  at  the  same  time,  the  the  claims  shall  be  Surveyed  and  that 
no  Township  be  returned  to  the  Surveyor  Generals  office  imtil  the 
whole  of  the  Surveys  of  such  Township  both  public  &  private  shall 
be  completed 

The  Act  of  Congress  of  the  27*''  Feb^  *^  extends  the  Western  boun- 
dary of  the  tract  of  Country  reserved  and  set  apart  to  satisfy  the 
unlocated  claims  of  individuals  for  Land  in  the  Illinois  Territory  to 
the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  River,  (see  the  Act)  As  soon  as  this 
law  came  into  my  hands  I  judged  it  to  be  my  duty  under  my  contract 
with  Colo.  Mansfield  to  cause  all  the  islands  East  of  the  middle  of 
the  Mississippi  to  be  immediately  Surveyed  so  that  the  holders  of 
unlocated  claims  and  the  preemptioners  settled  on  these  Islands  should 
have  it  in  their  power  to  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges  given  to 
them  by  the  said  Act  of  Congress.  Consequently  I  sent  M''  Charles 
Lockhart  a  Deputy  Surveyor  to  make  a  Survey  of  each  of  the  islands 
that  should  be  found  to  be  East  of  the  main  channel  or  bed  of  the 
River.  Before  I  gave  M"  Lockhart  instructions  relative  to  what  he 
should  consider  the  middle  of  the  River,  I  consulted  the  aforesaid 
Act  of  Congress.  The  Treaty  of  1763,  between  His  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty, The  most  Christian  King  &  the  King  of  Spain,  The  difinitve 
Treaty  of  peace  of  1783  between  the  United  States  and  His  Britannic 
Majesty  And  The  Treaty  of  1795,  between  the  U.  States  and  the  King 
of  Spain.  From  all  which  I  had  no  doubt,  but  that  the  middle  of 
the  Mississippi  as  mentioned  in  the  Act  of  Congress  was  intended  to 
extend  to  the  Territorial  Line  as  express"*  in  the  Treaty  of  1795 
Towit  to  the  middle  of  the  channel  or  bed  of  the  river.  Therefore 
I  instructed  M'  Lockhart  accordingly. 

Soon  after  M'  Lockhart  set  out  on  this  business  I  went  to  Kas- 
kaskia,  and  by  a  conversation  with  Colo.  Jones  (the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  for  that  District)  I  found  that  he  had  doubts,  whether  the 
middle  of  the  Channel  or  bed  of  the  Mississippi,  ought  to  be  considered 
the  middle  of  the  river  as  express"*  in  the  Act  of  Congress  where  a 
Slue  or  Bayou  puts  out  from  the  River  and  after  meandering  through 
the  bottom  several  miles,  flows  into  the  River  &  thereby  forms  an 
Islands  several  miles  in  length  &  (say)  two  miles  in  width.     In  such 

«  3  Stat.  218-219. 


178  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

cases  Colo.  Jones  seems  to  think  that,  the  distance  from  the  Easterly 
margin  of  the  Bayou  should  be  taken  across  the  Slue,  the  Island  &  the 
River  to  the  Westerly  margin  thereof,  &  that  at  half  the  distance 
between  the  Eastern  margin  of  the  Slue  &  the  Western  margin  of  the 
main  River,  should  be  considered  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  River 
Agreeable  to  this  construction  of  the  Law  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi 
River  would  frequently  be  found  on  dry  land.  And  in  that  case  it 
would  become  necessary  to  divide  many  Islands  between  the  two 
Territories 

There  are  many  Islands  of  considerable  length,  and  in  places 
several  miles  wide — I  will  in  order  to  shew  what  effect  such  a  con- 
struction of  the  Law  would  have,  mention,  an  Island  situated  some 
distance  above  the  Illinois  River  which  is  formed  by  a  Bayou,  called 
Slue  Carty.  This  Bayou  I  am  informed  from  the  place  where  it  puts 
out  of  the  main  River  meanders  through  the  bottom  at  least  fifty  miles, 
when  it  again  flows  into  it.  And  thereby  forms  an  Island  twenty  or 
thirty  miles  in  length  on  a  Straight  line  and  in  places  three  or  four 
miles  wide.  This  Bayou  in  time  of  high  water  is  navigable  for  large 
Boats.  But  in  low  water  is  not.  Should  the  middle  of  the  River  be 
considered  at  half  the  distance  from  the  Easterly  margin  of  this  Bayou 
to  the  West  bank  of  the  main  River  the  Illinois  Territory  would  be  cut 
off  from  the  advantage  of  navigation  for  a  considerable  distance  and 
would  moreover  loose  some  Territory 

There  are  some  very  extensive  Islands  in  the  Mississippi,  below  this 
place  particularly  between  the  main  body  of  water  that  flows  along  the 
bed  of  that  River  and  the  S'  Francis  River.  Several  Bayous  put  out 
of  the  Mississippi,  that  flow  into  the  S'  Francis  &  that  River  again 
discharges  its  waters  into  the  Mississippi,  thereby  forming  Islands 
some  of  which  I  am  informed  contain  several  hundred  thousand  acres 
of  Land.  The  alluvion  Country  still  lower  down  is  intersected  with  a 
vast  number  of  Bayous,  which  are  supplied  with  water  from  the 
Mississippi  and  after  traverseing  through  the  country  for  a  great 
distance  many  of  them  again  falls  into  the  Mississippi  River,  so  that  a 
very  great  proportion  of  the  Attackapas,  and  other  parts  of  the 
Alluvion  Country  consists  of  Islands.  Now  if  the  middle  of  the 
Mississippi,  should  be  considered  at  half  the  distance  from  the  Western 
margin  of  these  Bayous  to  the  Eastern  margin  of  the  River,  it  would  be 
placing  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi  many  miles  from  the  main  body 
of  water  &  from  the  navigation  of  that  River.  As  soon  as  I  found  that 
doubts  existed  as  to  what  ought  to  be  considered  the  middle  of  the 
Mississippi  River  and  that  the  Register  of  the  Land  OfRce  did  not 
feel  himself  authorised  to  receive  entries  for  said  Islands  I  concluded  to 
have  nothing  more  done  in  that  business  until  I  shall  receive  your 
instructions  on  the  subject. 
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When  I  get  my  Surveying  business  in  the  Illinois  Territory  com- 
pleted I  will  if  I  can  leave  my  office  so  long  with  propriety  visit 
Chillicothe  I  wish  very  much  to  be  at  your  Office  when  my  Illinois 
Surveys  shall  be  returned  in  order  to  explain  to  you  many  things 
relative  to  that  business  And  also  to  make  the  necessary  representa- 
tions relative  to  the  Surveying  business  in  this  Territory,  which  cannot 
be  readily  or  fully  done  by  letter.  But  if  official  duties  should  make  it 
necessary  for  me  to  remain  at  home  I  will  get  M"^  Barcroft  to  take  on 
the  Surveys  &  connected  plats  to  your  office  &  remain  there  until  the 
whole  business  shall  be  examined.  M"'  Barcroft  is  well  acquainted 
with  all  that  business  &  will  be  able  to  give  you  satisfactory  explana- 
tions relative  to  every  part  of  it — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  Respect  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector. 

Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  Gen'  of  U.  S. 

[Endorsed]  W  Rector  rec"  May  31"  relative  to  Surveys  &  &  ** 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Shawneetown  May  7""  1815 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  you  my  returns  for  the 
Months  of  March  &  April. ^^  You  will  observe  that  my  March 
returns  are  not  agreeable  to  your  late  instructions,  they  were  prepared 
previous  to  receiving  them — the  April  return  will  I  hope  meet  your 
approbation — we  have  had  no  regular  Mail  for  six  weeks,  we  received 
a  partial  one  by  Private  Conveyance  last  week  by  which  I  received 
your  several  letters  of  the  28  March  7;  10:  &  14  April  1815."  your 
letter  of  the  7  April  states  that  Stephen  Hogg  applied  for  Lots  N°  683: 
684:  685  &  686  on  the  27  October  and  paid  the  first  instalment,  that 
on  the  17'"  November  the  same  person  applied  for  the  same  lots,  on 
examining  our  books  we  find  it  precisely  as  stated  in  your  letter — 

The  error  was  made  diu-ing  a  slight  indisposition  I  had  during  the 
Month  of  November  at  which  time  I  was  confined  from  my  Office  up- 
wards of  two  weeks — at  this  period  M''  Hogg  authorised  a  gentleman 
who  was  writing  in  my  Office  to  enter  those  lots — he  did  so — and 
Omited  marking  them  on  the  Plat — Notjbeing  marked  they  were 
repurchased  by  M'  Hogg  under  the  impression  that  the  clerk  had 
omitted  entering  them — Also  the  lots  erroneously  entered  by  John  & 

"  No  reply  found. 

*'  Not  present. 

"  All  found  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
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Ely  Vance  that  were  previously  sold  to  John  G  Damewood  and  those 
entered  by  Herod  &  Vineyard  which  were  previously  sold  to  M' 
Hogg  Originated  in  the  same  way 

I  have  conversed  with  all  those  Gentlemen  except  the  Vances 
which  I  shall  see  in  a  few  days — they  are  all  disposed  to  have  their 
money  refunded.  I  have  informed  them  that  I  presumed  that  I 
should  have  instructions  to  refund  them  their  Money 

I  hope  sir  there  will  not  a  similar  error  in  future  appear  in  my 
accounts 

I  am  Respectfully  Sir  your  Ob'  Ser* 

Tho'  Sloo  Regis' 
of  the  Land  Office    Shawneetown 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneet"  7  May  1815  T  Sloo  relative  to  errors  in 
entering  lands    Ans"  14  June  *'' 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
(NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  viALS) 

St  Louis  Missouri  Territory  May  12'"  1815 

D'  Sir  This  will  be  handed  to  you  by  M'  William  Clarkson  whom 
I  beg  leave  to  introdue  to  your  acquaintance 

M'  Clarkson  wishes  to  engage  in  the  Surveying  business  in  this  or 
the  Illinois  Territory  He  is  a  young  Gentleman  of  strict  integrity  & 
honor  is  indoustrious  and  enterprising  He  assisted  me  during  the 
last  winter  in  Surveying  United  States  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory 
by  which  means  he  has  become  well  acquainted  with  the  manner  of 
Surveying  public  Lands, — should  Mr  Clarkson  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  from  you  the  Appointment  of  a  Deputy  Surveyor,  in  this 
Territory,  or  employment  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  I  am  convinced, 
that  he  will  discharge  his  duty  in  such  a  manner  as  will  do  credit  to 
himself  &  be  entirely  Satisfactory  to  the  Surveyor  General 

I  am  D'  Sir  with  much  respect  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

Edward  Tiffin  Esquire— Surveyor  Gen'  of  the  U  States 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  General  of  the 
U.  States    Chillicothe  Ohio.— Fav"  P'  M'  W"  Clarkson 

[Endorsed]  S' Louis  W  Rector  rec"' M' Clarkson  as  Dep"  Sur- 
veyor 

*'  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  containing  instructions  as  to  method  of 
refunding  monies  paid  for  lands  not  for  sale;  Sloo  will  be  notified  of  any  author- 
ization to  explore  salt  springs. 
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SHADRACH  BOND  AND  MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS  *>] 

Kaskaskia  20""  May  1815 
Sir,  Inclos'd  you  will  receive  a  Bond  executed  by  M''  Conrad  Will 
for  the  performance  of  the  Covenants  contain'd  in  a  lease  granted  to 
him  by  us  in  conformity  with  your  instructions  *^' — A  duplicate  of  said 
Lease  is  also  inclosed.  We  gave  Notice  in  the  Illinois  Herald  that 
proposals  would  be  receiv'd  for  leasing  any  Salt  Springs  or  Lead  Mines 
within  our  District:  but  as  yet  no  proposals  have  been  made.  It 
is  known  that  there  are  valuable  Lead  Mines  in  that  Tract  of  Country 
ceded  by  Treaty  of  S^  November  1804  by  the  Sack  &  Fox  Indians 
to  the  United  States  ^ — but  as  it  is  not  known  to  us  whether  it  has 
been  annex'd  to  &  made  a  part  of  our  District  by  the  President  who 
was  vested  by  the  Act  of  Congress  of  the  3*  March  1805  "  with  dis- 
cretionary power  to  do  so — And  as  proposals  will  probably  be  made  to 
lease  said  Mines  We  beg  to  be  inform'd  on  this  Subject. 
We  are,  very  respectfully  Sir,  Y'  Ob'  H  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones — Reg*  S.  Bond — Receiver 
THE  Hon""  JosiAH  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office    Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  20  May  1815  Regis'  &  Receiver  with  a 
lease  of  a  saline  de  mines  in  Illinois  T"  above  their  district.  Ans"" 
20  June  '^    Lease  &  bond  sent  to  Compt'  22  June  1815. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:LS] 

General  Land  Office,  22'"'  May  1815. 

Sir,  Your  letter  dated  14'"  May,'^  with  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  M"'  Harris  was  received  yesterday. 

It  certainly  is  not  expected  that  Surveyors  will  expose  themselves 
to  Indian  hostilities  in  the  execution  of  their  duties — and  the  delays 

*'  In  Jones's  hand. 

*'  Not  present. 

*>  See  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  239. 

"  2  Stat.  344  (sec.  3). 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  stating  that  although  the  "Sac  &  Fox 
cessions  of  Nov.  3,  1804  are  not  added  to  your  district,  you  may  grant  leases  of 
Ijad  mines  there." 

"  Not  found. 
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resulting  from  such  a  state  of  things  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  a 
violation  of  their  contracts  with  the  Surveyor  General. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  Sir,  your  obd'  servant 

JosiAH  Meigs 

EpwARD  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe  Ohio. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  General  Chilli- 
cothe Ohio.  [Postmarked]  Wash"  City  May  22  General  Land 
Office    J  Meigs    Free 

[Endorsed]  J  Meigs  22"  May  respecting  Indian  hostillities — 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NAiGLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk  6] 

Treasury  Department,  General  Land  office,  23'"  May,  1815. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  April  5'"  is  now  before  me;  °*  and  in  answer  to 
yoiu"  enquiry  concerning  the  right  of  pre-emption  purchasers  under 
the  law  of  27""  February  last,"  to  present  the  evidences  of  their  con- 
firmed unlocated  claims  in  payment,  I  would  observe,  that  by  the 
6'"  Section  of  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814,**  all  persons  who  failed,  or 
refused,  to  enter,  or  locate  their  claims  within  the  reserved  tract,  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  May,  1815,  have  forfeited  all  right  or  claim 
against  the  United  States,  derived  from  confirmations  under  that,  or 
any  former  act. 

The  third  Section  of  the  act  of  27'"  February,  1815,  extends  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  of  a  certain  description,  upon  lands 
reserved  for  schools  and  seminaries  of  learning,  upon  the  same  terms, 
and  under  the  same  restrictions  provided  by  the  4'"  Section  of  the  act 
of  16'"  April,  1814. 

Those  terms  and  restrictions  contain  a  proviso  which  is  partially 
repealed  and  modified  by  the  act  of  27'"  February,  1815,  and  extend 
to  the  purchasers  the  right  of  presenting  e\idences  of  unlocated 
confirmed  claims  in  payment  of  such  lands. 

If  those  claims,  intended  to  be  presented,  are  not  forfeited  according 
to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  law,  there  can  be  no  question 
of  their  right  to  present  them  in  payment.  The  only  question  there- 
fore is,  whether  it  was  the  intention  of  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814,  to 
deprive  claimants  of  their  lands  on  refusal  to  locate  them  within  the 
limited  time,  situated  as  these  settlers  were,  and  waiting  for  the 
interference  of  Congress  to  relieve  them,  by  granting  them  pre-emption 

"  Anle,  p.  165. 
"  3  Stat.  218-219. 
*>  3  Stat.  125-127. 
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rights  for  other  lands,  in  Ueu  of  those  which  they  inhabited,  on  account 
of  their  settlements  being  included  in  the  reservations  for  schools  and 
seminaries  of  learning. 

From  a  view  of  the  whole  subject,  it  appears  to  me,  that  although 
these  settlers  may  have  been  desirous  of  locating  their  confirmed 
claims  upon  the  lands  which  they  had  settled,  and  on  this  account 
neglected  to  make  their  locations  till  the  desired  relief  might  be 
afforded  them,  yet  they  enjoyed  the  same  right  in  common  with 
persons  who  claimed  no  right  of  pre-emption  to  make  their  locations 
on  other  lands  within  the  time  hmited  by  the  act  of  16'"  April,  1814, 
and  having  neglected,  or  refused  to  embrace  the  provisions  of  that 
act,  their  claims  are  now  forfeited ;  and  as  no  provision  is  made  in  the 
act  of  27'"  February,  1815,  for  extending  the  time  for  locating  con- 
firmed unlocated  claims,  nor  for  recognizing  their  validity  subsequent 
to  the  first  of  May,  1815,  I  am  of  opinion  that  you  are  not  authorized 
to  receive  any  such  claims  in  payment." 

I  am,  &" 

Shadrach  Bond,  Esq'  Receiver  of  public  monies,  Kaskaskia. — 


ILLINOIS  SURVEY  CONTRACT  OF  ENOCH  MOORE,  JOHN 

MOORE  AND  JOHN  MESSINGER 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  Contracts,  1815-1831:0] 

Copy  [May  24,  1815] 

Articles  of  agreement  indented  had  made  and  fully  agreed  upon 
this  24'"  day  of  May.  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  &  fifteen,  between  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  General  of  the 
United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  Enoch  Moore,  J  Milton  Moore 
and  John  Messinger  all  of  the  County  of  S'  Clair  in  the  Territory  of 
Illinois — 

Witnesseth  that  the  said  Enoch,  John  and  John — for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  conditions,  terms,  provisions  &  covenants  herein- 
after expressed,  and  according  to  the  true  intent  &  meaning  thereof 
doth  hereby  covenant  and  agree  with  the  said  Edward  Tiffin  in  his 
capacity  aforesaid  that  they  the  said  Enoch,  John  &  John — will 
faithfully  &  accurately  lay  off  and  survey  in  their  own  proper  persons 
with  the  assistance  of  such  Axemen  &  chainmen  as  may  be  necessary 
and  agreably  with  the  Laws  of  the  United  States  and  such  instructions 

"  Acknowledged  Aug.  3,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
Routine  letters  from  Meigs  dated  May  26,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent, 
Bk.  6),  and  June  17,  1815  (not  found),  were  also  acknowledged  in  the  same 
communication. 
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as  may  be  given  by  the  Surveyor  General  the  following  Surveys  to 
wit,  A  true  meridian  line  to  be  drawn  North  from  the  confluence  of 
the  Illinois  &  Mississippi  rivers  the  exact  distance  of  72  miles,  which 
line  is  to  be  denominated  the  4'"  principal  meridian,  thence  a  Base 
line  to  be  drawn  due  East  from  the  72"  mile  post  until  it  intersects  the 
Illinois  River,  and  to  lay  off  and  Survey  the  tract  of  Country  South 
of  such  base  line  and  East  of  such  principal  meridian  and  extending 
to  the  Illinois  River  into  Ranges  &  Townships  agreably  with  the  plan 
furnished — 

And  the  said  Enoch  John  and  John — covenants  &  agrees  that  if  in 
the  course  of  performing  the  surveys  above  mentioned  any  corner 
shall  fall  within  any  Prarie  where  bearing  trees  cannot  be  found 
within  a  reasonable  distance  from  such  corner,  then  and  in  that  case 
there  shall  be  erected  a  mound  of  earth  or  Sod  as  the  marks  of  such 
corner,  the  said  mound  to  be  not  less  than  two  and  a  half  feet  in  height 
and  two  and  a  half  feet  in  diametre  at  the  base,  with  a  post  of  the 
usual  size  firmly  fixed  therein — And  the  said  Enoch  Moore  J  Milton 
Moore  &  Jn"  Messinger  further  covenants  &  agrees  that  they  will 
make  out  one  neat  &  accurate  plats  &  descriptions  of  each  township 
or  fractional  township  which  they  shall  survey  as  aforesaid  with  all 
the  lines  thereof  according  to  their  true  length  &  position  on  paper 
of  a  uniform  size  with  an  inch  space  on  the  Margin  and  that  they  will 
complete  the  Survey,  plats  &  descriptions  and  make  return  thereof 
before  the  first  day  of  January  next  under  penalty  &  forfeiture  and 
paying  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of  One  thousand  dollars  if  default 
be  made  in  any  of  the  foregoing  conditions — And  the  said  Edward 
Tiffin  in  his  capacity  aforesaid  covenants  and  agrees  that  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  work  in  manner  aforesaid  then  shall  be  paid  to  the  said 
Enoch  John  &  John — as  a  full  compensation  for  the  whole  expence 
of  surveying  and  making  the  plats  &  descriptions  as  aforesaid  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  for  every  mile  &  part  of  a  mile  actually  run  & 
marked  (random  lines  &  offsets  not  included)  provided  no  Member 
of  Congress  have  any  part  in  this  contract — In  testimony  whereof 
the  parties  to  this  Indenture  have  hereunto  interchangeably  set 
their  hands  &  seals  the  day  &  year  above  written 

(Signed)    Edw  Tiffin      (l  s) 
Enoch  Moore  (l  s) 
J  M  Moore      (l  s) 
J  Messinger    (l  s) 
Signed  Sealed  and  delivered  in  presence  of 
(Signed)     Sam'  Williams 
Dan'  Kerr 
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[Endorsed]  Copy  Contract  with  Enoch  Moore  J  M  Moore  & 
J  Messinger  for  Surveying  Range  &  Township  Hnes  in  IlHnois  May 
24'"  1815    One  Plat  « 


^  Subsequently  a  number  of  other  contracts  were  made  for  the  survey  of  lands 
in  Illinois  Territory  in  1815  which  were  identical  in  all  respects  with  the  text  of  the 
above  contract  save  the  description  of  the  area  to  be  surveyed  and  a  slight  varia- 
tion in  the  language  respecting  the  time  within  which  the  work  was  to  be  com- 
pleted. Thus  on  June  21,  1815,  John  McDonald  and  James  McDonald,  of  Knox 
County,  Indiana,  contracted  to  survey  "all  that  tract  of  country  North  of  the 
Illinois  River  included  between  the  4""  principal  Meridian  and  the  Mississippi 
river  and  south  of  the  base  line,  into  Ranges  and  Townships  agreably  with  the 
plan  furnished  by  the  Surveyor  General",  the  work  to  be  completed  "before  the 
first  of  January  next — ". 

On  Aug.  25,  1815,  John  Grant  Stubbs,  of  Campbell  County,  Kentucky,  con- 
tracted to  survey  "the  following  Townships  of  Land  which  are  to  be  subdivided 
into  Sections  and  corners  established  for  quarter  Sections  Viz  the  remaining 
townships  which  may  fall  in  the  2"^  range,  other  than  those  contracted  for  by 
William  Edwards  &  all  the  townships  which  may  be  in  the  S"*  range  South  of  the 
base  line  and  East  of  the  4"'  principal  meridian  in  the  Illinois  Territory  as  per 
plan  furnished."  The  work  was  to  be  completed  and  returns  made  "within  six 
months  from  the  date  hereof  or  as  soon  after  as  is  practicable  .  .  .". 

On  the  same  date  William  Edwards,  of  Warren  County,  Ohio,  contracted  to 
survey  "all  the  townships  [into  sections]  in  the  first  range  and  so  many  in  the  2'' 
range  as  will  amount  to  twelve  townships,  South  of  the  base  line  and  East  of  the 
4*''  principal  Meridian  .  .  .",  the  work  to  be  completed  and  returns  made  "within 
Six  Months  from  this  date  if  practicable  .  .  .". 

On  Sept.  2,  1815,  John  McKee,  of  Mason  County,  Kentucky,  contracted  to 
survey  "all  the  Townships  which  may  be  in  the  first  range,  and  so  many  in  the 
second  as  will  amount  to  twelve  townships  in  the  whole,  South  of  the  base  hne 
and  West  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  North  of  the  Illinois  River  .  .  .",  the 
work  to  be  completed  within  the  time  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  contract. 

On  the  same  date  Weir  Telford,  of  Gerrard  County,  Kentucky,  contracted  to 
survey  "the  balance  of  the  Townships  which  may  fall  in  the  2^  range  and  so  many 
townships  in  the  3"*  range  as  will  make  up  the  number  of  twelve  townships  in  the 
whole,  lying  south  of  the  base  line  and  west  of  the  fourth  principal  meridian  North 
of  the  Illinois  River  .  .  .",  "the  work  to  be  completed  on  or  before  1"  day  of 
January  next  or  as  soon  after  as  is  practicable"  . 

And  on  the  same  date  also  Moses  V.  Grant,  of  Gerrard  County,  Kentucky, 
contracted  to  survey  "all  the  townships  which  may  fall  in  the  third  range  after 
Weir  Telfords  district  is  paid  off — Lying  South  of  the  base  line  and  West  of  the 
fourth  principal  meridian  North  of  the  Illinois  River  .  .  .",  the  work  to  be  com- 
pleted with  the  time  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  contract. 

Copies  of  the  contracts  thus  described  are  in  NA  (GLO,  SG  Contracts,  vol.  70). 
No  others  for  Illinois  Territory  have  been  found  in  Washington.  But  there  is  a 
volume  of  Illinois  surveying  contracts  among  the  land  office  records,  State 
Auditor's  Office,  Springfield,  covering  the  years  1806-1855.  These  are  originals 
and  may  be  presumed  to  be  at  least  approximately  complete  for  the  territorial 
period. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  5'"  June  1815. 

Sir,  Herewith  I  transmit  Accompts  of  Monies  receiv'd  and  Lands 
applied  for  from  the  first  of  April  to  the  first  of  May  1815  inclusive: 
Also  Receipts  for  Money  &  Claims  receiv'd  during  the  same  period 
from  N"  498  to  607  inclusive — You  will  also  find  a  List  of  Certificates 
issued  &  a  list  of  Claims  which  remain  unappropriated ''  — These  must 
be  considered  as  forfeited  unless  revived  by  an  Act  of  Congress  and 
as  they  are  claim'd  by  the  Legal  Representatives,  heirs  or  such  as  are 
absent  it  would  be  but  justice  to  make  them  receivable  in  payment 
for  land — It  will  be  perceiv'd  that  Certificates  have  been  issued  for 
Land  confirm'd  in  virtue  of  actual  cultivation  &  of  Ancient  Grants — 
these  Claims  were  unlocated  and  the  Lands  on  which  the  Improve- 
ments were  made  or  for  which  Grants  had  been  obtain'd  having  been 
taken  in  by  some  prior  Surveys  made  in  virtue  of  Neighboring  Claims — 
hence  —it  became  necessary  either  to  remove  the  prior  Survey  or  con- 
sider these  Claims  as  unlocated, — but  as  the  former  course  would  have 
greatly  prejudiced  those  who  had  obtain'd  Surveys  long  since,  and  as 
the  United  States  were  not  interested,  and  the  parties  consented, 
I  adopted  the  rule  to  grant  Certificates  in  these  cases  on  the  Certificate 
of  Elias  Barcroft  Deputy  Surveyor,  that  the  said  Claims  remain'd 
unlocated. 

In  your  letter  of  the  4'"  Feb'',*"  you  state,  that  in  cases  where  the 
quantity  of  Land  sold  contains  less  than  the  estimated  quantity, 
the  discount  of  the  Sum  to  be  refunded  must  be  deducted  from  it,  & 
the  discount  to  be  calculated  as  for  the  4""  Instalment — This  Rule  is 
intended  only  I  presume  for  cases  where  the  residue,  after  deducting 
the  Claims,  has  been  paid  in  Money — and  not  in  cases  where  the 
Applicants  have  paid  the  whole  of  the  estimated  Quantity  in  Claims — • 
in  these  cases  they  will  be  Credited  with  the  number  of  Acres  over  paid 
at  the  Minimum  price  P'  acre 

I  am.  Sir  very  respectfully  Y'  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

[Addressed]  The  Hon*"'"  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  5  June  1815  Mich'  Jones  with  returns  & 
list  of  certify  of  Confirm"  issued    Ans"  26  June  " 


"  Enclosures  not  present. 

•"  Not  found  under  this  date;  reference  may  be  to  letter  of  Feb.  11,  1815,  ante, 
p.  127. 

"  Post,  p.  195. 
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SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Kaskaskia  June  7'"  1815 
Sir,  I  herewith  transmit  to  you,  my  monthly  Account  of  monies 
and  evidence  of  confirmed  unlocated  claims  received  from  the  first 
of  April  to  the  first  of  May  1815  (inclusive.)  *^ 

The  great  press  of  business  in  this  Office  during  that  period  and 
the  necessity  of  closing  the  Books,  has  prevented  me  from  forwarding 
the  Account  earlier — Your  Letters  of  the  17'"  March  ''1&  10'''  April," 
were  received  by  the  two  last  Mails — The  requisitions  contained  in 
them  shall  receive  the  earliest  attention. — There  has  been  no  applica- 
tion made  for  the  purchase  of  land  since  the  first  of  May  and  no  money 
has  been  received  since  that  time. — 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob"'  Ser"" 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]    Kaskaskia  7  June  1815    Shadrach  Bond  with  return 
for  Ap'     no  monies  rece'd  in  May 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vrALS] 

Kaskasku  9  June  1815 
Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  Accompts  of  Lands  applied  for  and 
monies  receiv'd  from  the  first  of  April  to  the  first  of  May  1815  inclu- 
sive " — The  first  of  May  is  included  in  this  Report  in  order  that  the 
whole  term  within  which  applications  were  to  be  made  by  the  Holders 
of  confirm'd  unlocated  Claims  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  IG""  April  1814 
might  be  embraced.  By  the  Mail  before  last  I  receiv'd  your  letter 
of  the  20'"  March  ^'  together  with  the  enclosures — The  Packets  were 
charged  with  postage  towit:  one  $20  40/100  the  other  $22  80/100 
which  has  been  charged  to  me  by  the  Post  Master  of  this  place — 
The  Packets  are  not  frank'd  by  you  which  I  suppose  has  been  an 
omission — How  can  I  be  reliev'd  from  this  charge? 

In  your  Letter  of  the  28'"  March  "  you  request  information  of 

'2  Not  present. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  acknowledging  receipt  of  accounts 
with  instructions  as  to  methods  of  keeping  them. 
•'  Ante,  p.  167. 
"  Not  present. 
"  Not  found. 
"  Not  found. 


188  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

what  part  of  the  District  we  may  want  plats  first;  in  answer  I  can 
only  observe  that  plats  of  those  Townships  within  which  private 
Claims  are  found  are  much  wanted — but  these  can  not  be  done  cor- 
rectly untill  M'  Rector  furnishes  you  with  complete  returns  which 
he  states  he  will  do  ere  long — The  Plats  of  Townships  south  of  the 
reserv'd  Tract  (Town  10)  shewing  the  quantities  would  be  of  great 
use  to  us,  as  the  Pre-Emptioners  will  shortly  commence  their  Entries. — 
General  Rector  will  in  a  few  weeks  set  out  for  Chillicothe  and  carry 
with  him  complete  Returns — He  has  many  reasons  to  assign  as  an 
apology  for  not  having  completed  the  Business  at  an  earlier  period — 

M'  Bond  and  myself  will  write  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  by  next  Mail  on  the  Subject  of  opening  the  Land  Office 
for  the  sale  of  Land  south  of  the  reserv'd  Tract  "* — no  private  Claims 
are  Located  within  this  Tract  and  we  see  no  obstacle  to  forbid  it — 
we  believe  a  considerable  Quantity  of  Land  might  be  sold — Policy 
dictates  that  the  Settlements  of  this  part  of  our  Country  ought  to  be 
accelerated — In  its  present  unsettled  state  it  affords  a  safe  pass  for 
the  Northern  &  Southern  Indians  who  are  constantly  passing  & 
repassing  thro  this  Tract  of  Country  &  often  commit  depredations  on 
the  scattered  &  insulated  settlers- — Permit  me  Sir,  to  beg  your  assist- 
ance in  procuring  the  Presidents  Proclamation  directing  the  sale  of 
that  portion  of  our  Country."' 

I  am,  very  respectfully  Sir,  Y'  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 
[Addressed]  The  Hon*""  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe 

[Endorsed]  Mich'  Jones  June  S'"  1815  relative  to  sale  of  lands  South 
of  Reserved  tract  &• 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  17'"  June,  1815. 
Governor  Edwards,  of  the  Illinois  territory. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  3"  of  May,  has  been  received,™  and  submitted 
to  the  President. 

The  instructions  which  were  given  from  this  department,  relative 
to  an  enquiry  respecting  the  conduct  of  Capt.  Moore,  were  addressed 
to  "governors  Clarke  and  Edwards". 


•»  Not  found. 

••  No  reply  found. 

"  AtUe,  p.  170. 
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When  M"'  Forsyth  was  originally  appointed  a  sub-agent  for  Indian 
affairs,  he  was  directed  to  report  to,  and  receive  his  instructions  from 
governor  Clarke;  but  as  his  agency  appears  to  be  entirely  within  the 
territory  over  which  you  preside,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to 
order  him  to  report  to,  and  receive  his  instructions  from  you,  in  future. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THOMAS  FORSYTH 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  17""  June,  1815. 
Thomas  Forsyth,  Subagent  for  Indian  affairs,  Indiana  territory. 

Sir,  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  instruct  you  for  the  future, 
to  report  to,  and  receive  your  orders  from  the  governor  of  the  Illinois 
territory,  as  it  appears  that  your  agency  is  entirely  within  that 
territory. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  20'"  June  1815 
Sir  You  will  consider  as  a  general  Instruction,  that  it  is  yoiu* 
duty  to  repay  to  Purchasers  the  Monies  they  may  have  deposited  on 
account  of  lands,  when  they  produce  a  certificate  from  the  Register 
that  the  land  for  which  they  intended  to  apply  was  not  for  Sale. 
Should  any  pre-emptioners  lose  their  land  in  consequence  of  the 
discovery  of  mineral,  you  will  also  refund  the  Monies  paid  by  them, 
on  their  producing  a  certificate  of  the  fact  from  the  Register.  Instruc- 
tions relative  to  your  commission  in  these  cases  will  be  found  in  the 
forms  and  Instructions  heretofore  furnished  you  " 
I  am  &c 

John  Caldwell  Esq'  Rec'  pub :  Monies  Shawneetown 


"  There  are  numerous  other  letters  from  Meigs  to  Caldwell  during  1815,  not 
here  printed,  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6) ;  they  chiefly  relate  to  routine 
business.  There  are  similar  letters  from  Caldwell  to  Meigs  for  the  same  period 
in  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.)-  Routine  letters  from  Caldwell 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will  likewise  be  found  in  TD  (Secretary's  Files, 
Land  Office  Let.  Bk.). 
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GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  JOHN  MASON 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  June  20'"  1815. 
General  John  Mason,  Superint'  gen'  Indian  trade. 

Sir,  I  inclose  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  the  President  and  approved  by  him." 

I  am  directed  by  the  Acting  Secretar>'  of  War  to  request,  that  you 
will  cause  to  be  purchased,  on  account  of  the  department  of  War,  a 
quantity  of  goods  suitable  for  Indians,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars  in  amount,  and  including  a  set  of  blacksmith's  tools,"  which 
goods  you  will  have  transported  to  Erie,  or  Detroit,  subject  to  the 
order  of  M'  Charles  Jouett,  or  governor  Cass.'* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


COMMISSION  OF  CHARLES  JOUETT  AS  INDIAN  AGENT '» 

[NA:0IA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

To  Charles  Jouett,  Esquire. 

Commission  for  Charles  Jouett  [June  20,  1815] 

Sir,  You  are  hereby,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  Agent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  be  stationed  at 
Fox  river,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Green-bay.     In  discharging  the 


"  June  19,  1815.  Copies  of  this  report  are  found  in  NA  (WD,  Lets,  to  Pres., 
I),  and  in  NA  (OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  1);  it  is  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  380-381,  and 
embodies  a  recommendation  for  the  establishment  of  an  Indian  agency  on  the 
Fox  River,  "in  the  neighborhood  of  Green  Bay",  said  agency  to  be  subordinate 
to  the  superintendency  of  the  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory.  In  this  connec- 
tion, see  recommendation  of  Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan  Territory,  July  10  and 
July  20,  1815  (Terr.  Papers,  Mich.,  x,  566-567,  573-582). 

"See  Graham  to  Mason,  June  26,  1815  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C), 
with  further  instructions  relative  to  purchases. 

'*  This  subordination  of  the  Green  Bay  agency,  and  that  of  Chicago,  post, 
p.  196,  to  the  Governor  of  Michigan  Territory  rather  than  to  the  Governor  of 
Illinois  Territory  represent  exceptions  to  a  general  rule  regarding  the  status  of 
Indian  agents  which  one  encounters  from  time  to  time.  Both  the  Fox  River 
region  and  Chicago  were  definitely  within  Illinois  Territory,  although  the  peninsula 
between  Green  Bay  and  Lake  Michigan  was  excluded.  No  evidence  has  been 
noted,  however,  that  Governor  Edwards  interposed  objections  to  this  arrangement, 
as  he  did  to  the  assumption  of  similar  authority  by  the  Governor  of  Missouri 
Territory  over  the  agencies  at  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Peoria,  ante,  p.  171.  See  also 
Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  X,  576,  n.  10,  regarding  the  extent  of  Governor  Cass's 
jurisdiction. 

"Enclosed  in  the  Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  Jouett,  June  20,  1815  (NA, 
OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  381. 
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duties  of  this  appointment,  you  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions 
herewith  inclosed/'  and  such  others  as  you  may,  from  time  to  time, 
receive  from  this  department. 

Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  Seal  of  the  War-Office  of  the  United 
States,  this  twentieth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifteen,  and  of  the  Independence  of  said  states,  the  thirty  ninth. 

(SEAL)    A.  J.  Dallas. 

CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  J258:ALS] 

Washington  City  20th  June  1815 
Sir  I  do  myself  the  honour  of  Acknowledging  the  receipt  of  yours, 
of  this  day  Encloseing  a  commission  for  me  as  Indian  Agent,  at  a 
station  on  Fox  river  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Green  bay.  I  with 
much  satisfaction  accept  the  appointment,  and  my  best  efforts  will  be 
exerted  to  meet  the  views  and  effect  the  objects,  of  Government,  and 
shall  set  out  tomorrow  by  the  way  of  Detroit  to  my  place  of  destina- 
tion, in  conformity  to  arrangements  now  under  consideration,  by  the 
Hon"'*  Secretary  of  the  Navy  &  General  John  Mason  Superintendant 
of  Indian  factories 
I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect  your  Obediant  Servant 

C.  JOUETT 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"''  A.  J.  Dallas  Secretary  of  War  Washington 

[Endorsed]  Washington  20th  June  1815  C.  Jouett  Accepts  the 
Appointment  of  Indian  Agent  June  1815 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN 
TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  I"] 

Department  of  War  June  23"  1815 
Sir,     I  enclose  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  report  made  by  the 
acting  Sect^  of  war  to  the  President,  and  approved  by  him,  together 

"  These  instructions  are  nearly  identical  with  those  to  Graham,  post,  p.  198 
excepting  of  course  references  to  places  and  to  the  name  of  the  official  to  whom 
the  agent  was  responsible.  In  some  of  the  contemporary  correspondence  Jouett 
is  referred  to  as  the  "military  agent"  at  Green  Bay.  See  for  example  Mason  to 
Irwin,  July  28,  1815  {W.H.C.,  Xix,  385-386).  This,  however,  was  a  misnomer. 
The  term  "mihtary  agent"  possessed  an  entirely  different  connotation  and  was 
wholly  a  military  office  concerned  with  the  service  of  supply;  whereas  the  Indian 
agent  was  a  civil  officer.  See  Graham  to  Bowyer,  Dec.  30,  1815  (NA,  OIA,  SW, 
Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C,  printed,  W.H.C.,  XIX,  399),  approving  of  Jouett's  request  to 
exchange  his  post  at  Green  Bay  for  the  one  at  Chicago. 

"  There  is  also  a  copy  in  NA  (WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  8). 
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with  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  M' Jouett,  in  pursuance  of  that 
report. 

I  also  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  to  Gen'  Mason,  the  superintendent 
of  Indian  trade.  The  goods  mentioned,  are  intended  for  presents 
to  the  Indians,  whenever  the  agency  on  Green  Bay  shall  be  estab- 
lished." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  respect  Your  Excellency's  obt. 
Servant 

Geo:  Graham 

His  Excellency  Lewis  Cass  Detroit 


NELSON  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:  ALS] 

Cincinnati  Ohio  June  25*"  A.  d  1815. 

Dear  Sir,  I  am  &  have  been  waiting  very  impatiently  several 
weeks,  for  my  Brother  William  Rector,  as  soon  as  he  arives  I  shall 
set  out  for  your  office  in  order  to  make  the  residue  of  the  returns  of 
the  Surveying  done  pursuant  to  my  contracts  with  Josiah  Meigs 
Esq'  late  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  M'  John  Messenger  (of  Illinois  Terri- 
tory) has  tride  to  injure  me  as  a  Surveyor,  with  you,  but  be  assured 
Sir  that  what  that  insidious  Puppy  has  told  you  relative  to  the  quali- 
fications of  my  assistants  are  rite  down  arrent  lies  &  I  can  prove  them 
to  be  such,  that  is  if  he  has  said  they  are  not  capable  of  Surveying 
Sections  agreeably  to  Law  &  the  S.  Gen"  instructions,  which  will 
more  fully  appear  by  a  Scrutany  of  their  work.  The  Persons  who 
have  assisted  me  are  as  follows  viz  Charles  Lockhart,  who  Surveyed 
for  William  Rector  last  year  &  to  M'  Meigs'  knowledge  done  his 
work  well,  as  it  was  rec"  &  paid  for  by  M"^  Meigs  late  S.  G.  of  the 
U.  S.  &  Lockhart  of  course  was  approbated  as  a  Surveyor  by  s* 
Surveyor  General.  M'  William  Clarkson  you  have  seen  very  recently 
seen  at  your  office,  he  is  certainly  a  Young  Man  of  Education,  &  a 
young  Man  of  good  Standing  in  society  &  a  good  Surveyor.  Joseph 
Meacham  has  practised,  surveying  for  twenty  years  in  New  England  & 
by  reference  to  his  work  you  will  find  it  not  only  well  done  but  masterly 
done,  his  work  is  as  good  as  any  I  ever  saw  done  any  where.  M' 
Thomas  Cox  (who  you  will  see  in  a  few  days  at  your  office)  is  to  my 
knowledge  a  good  practicle  Surveyor,  for  I  learnt  him  my  self  last 
fall  &  winter,  as  I  was  with  him  several  weeks  in  the  Woods,  I  ran 
the  Exterior  Boundaries  of  the  Townships  &  Cox  subdivided  them  into 
sections  &  I  do  know  his  work  was  well  done,  (as  I  traced  his  lines 


"  Copies  of  enclosures  present.     Cf.  anle,  p.  190. 
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for  miles  to  examine  it  after  I  left  him  to  go  on  a  lone.)  which  will 
more  fully  appear  by  an  examination  of  the  lines  corners  &c  &c 
Neither  Cox  or  Lockhart  are  Mathemiticians,  but  are  positively  1" 
rate  practacle  Surveyors  &  have  done  all  their  work  agreeably  to  Law 
&  Instructions.  Your  Honor  knows  Sir  as  well  as  I  do,  that  it  dose 
not  require  a  Man  to  be  a  Star  gazer  or  a  great  Mathemitician  to  be  a 
good  Field  Surveyor.  All  it  dose  require  to  be  a  good  Section  Sur- 
veyor, is  a  thorough  knowledge  cf  the  use  of  the  Compass,  to  know 
how  to  calculate  the  true  course,  back  after  running  the  Random  lines. 
In  fact  all  it  requires  to  be  a  good  Field  surveyor,  (in  Siu-ve>ing  agree- 
ably to  the  plan  of  the  U.  S.)  is  for  a  Man  to  have  a  good  instruments, 
to  have  a  good  Eye  &  above  all  to  have  a  good  honest  heart,  or  to  be 
Men  of  the  utmost  intregrety.  which  Sir  I  flatter  my  self  my  assistants 
are  &  have  done  their  work  as  well  as  any  that  ever  was  returned  to 
the  S.  Gen'^  Office. 

Be  so  good  Sir  as  to  pardon  me  for  makeing  this  long  communica- 
tion, as  it  is  in  order  to  Justify  my  conduct  to  you  as  a  Surveyor,  I 
shall  be  at  your  office  in  a  few  days  &  will  explain  the  business  more 
fully  to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

Altho  I  am  sure  from  my  knowledge  of  you  &  your  character,  Sir, 
that  such  a  Man  as  M"'  Messenger  could  not  injure  me  in  your  estima- 
tion I  think  it  my  duty  to  repel  any  of  his  little  nasty  clendestine, 
representations 

All  I  have  to  say  is  to  request  of  you  to  look  at  M"'  Mesengers 
returns  made  to  Co'  Mansfield  &  see  if  his  work  was  not  80  poles  two 
short  in  one  Township  I  do  know  it  was  &  do  know  that  I  had  agree- 
ably to  my  oath  &  instructions,  to  cut  his  corners  out  &  make  others 
to  work  from,  which  will  appear  fully  from  record,  &  more  fully  by 
remeasureing  the  ground 

If  you  have  the  smallest  doubt  as  to  the  accuracy  of  any  part  of  the 
Surveying,  I  have  ever  returned  to  your  office;  I  beg  of  you  to  have 
the  lines  remeasured,  for  I  am  sure  that  I  never  shall  blush  at  a  most 
strict  scrutany  of  any  part  of  my  conduct,  in  my  official  capasity,  as  a 
Surveyor  &  thank  God  I  have  the  Satisfaction,  of  saying  no  other 
capasity,  from  my  cradle  to  the  present  date.  &  I  here  by  defy  the 
most  enveterate  enemy  I  have  to  say  to  the  contrary,  if  he  tell  the 
truth. 

But  Sir  that  Fiste  that  has  tride  to  injure  me  could  not  look 
Heavan  &  Say  so. 

Ask  Co'  Mansfield  what  kind  of  a  Man  Messenger  is,  examine  his 
work  &  Judg  for  your  Self,  if  he  has  done  it  better  than  any  done 
under  me  or  see  if  it  is  as  well  done,  I  say  it  is  not,  I  say  his  work  was 
miserably  done,  for  I  had  to  correct  it  my  self.  Co'  Mansfield  knows 
this  &  will  no  doubt  tell  you  so.    If  you  doubt  my  capasity  Sir,  as  a 
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Surveyor  ask  Co'  Mansfield  &  the  H"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Com' of  the  Gen' 
Land  office,  whether  my  work  has  been  done  rite  or  not,  or  be  so  good 
as  to  examine  me  when  I  see  you  at  your  office  &  see  if  I  do  not  under- 
stand my  duty  If  I  do  not  I  will  forfeit  my  standing  in  society  as  a 
Surveyor  &  will  forfeit  my  head  if  necessary. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  letter  ritten  by  William  Rector  I  hope 
sir,  you  will  take  the  trouble  to  read  it."  I  am  sure  when  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you  that  I  can  convince  you  M'  Messenger  has 
tride  to  injure  me  without  any  grounds  &  without  any  cause  whatever. 
Pardon  me  for  asking  you  one  question  Q.  Who  has  complide  with 
their  contracts,  since  the  Indian  War,  except  my  Brothers  &  Self,  I  dont 
know  any  person.  In  the  place  of  censure  I  do  know  I  am  entitled  to 
patronage  from  my  Government  for  my  persevearance  in  serveing 
them  not  only  as  a  surveyor  but  as  a  Soldier  &  a  volunteer,  &  I  flatter 
my  self  Sir  you  are  the  organ  through  which  Justice  will  be  rendered 
me.  If  I  am  not  entitled  to  encouragement  as  a  Surveyor  I  could 
not  have  the  presumption  to  ask  for  it,  if  I  am  not  entitled  to  paronage 
I  say  I  will  thank  even  any  enemy  I  have  to  say  why  I  am  not;  I  defy 
any  Man  to  say  I  am  not  &  tell  the  truth,  did  I  not  finish  my  contract 
last  winter  under  the  most  trying  circumstances  Surveying,  ever  was 
done  I  say  I  think  I  did,  I  surveyed  Sir  without  a  guard  (which  is  well 
known  in  the  Country  where  I  live)  under  the  very  muzzles  in  a 
manner  of  the  most  ferocious  &  inhumane  enemies,  to  the  Human 
Family  I  mean  the  Savages.  I  have  been  shot  to  peaces  (comparitively 
speakeing)  by  the  Indians  &  I  have  completed  two  very  important 
contracts  of  Surveying  for  my  Government  since  the  Indian  War  & 
in  a  Woods  they  frequented  &  murdered  seven  or  Eight  People  at  the 
time  I  was  performing  my  duty. 

Will  any  reasonable  &  candid  Man  Say  I  deserve  censure  for  the 
above  conduct  I  think  not,  but  will  say  I  am  entitled  to  patronage, 
from  the  Land  Department  &  through  your  Sir,  I  flatter  my  self  every 
Justice  will  be  done  me  I  deserve.  It  is  all  I  ask  &  all  I  want.  I  have 
done^ 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  D'  Sir  your  very  obd'  &  very  H""  Serv* 

N:  Rector 

The  Honorable  Edward  Tiffin  S.  G.  of  the  U.  S 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable,  Edward  Tiffin,  Surveyor  general  of 
the  United  States  Chillicothe,  Ohio 


"  Not  present. 
"  No  reply  found. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  26'"  June  1815. 

Sir,  I  have  received  your  letter  of  5""  Ins'  ^'  your  returns  for  April,  a 
list  of  certificates  of  confirmation  issued  by  you,  and  a  list  of  claims 
unlocated:  those  last  are  forfeited;  if  the  parties  should  apply  to 
Congress  that  body  may  extend  the  time  for  locating. 

Should  the  holder  of  an  unlocated  claim,  have  overpaid  with  that 
claim  the  tract  he  purchased,  by  reason  of  its  containing  less  than  the 
quantity  estimated,  he  must  not  be  compensated  for  the  deficiency 
of  his  purchased  tract  in  money,  but  he  may  have  credit  for  the 
deficiency  in  his  ace'  for  any  other  tract  he  may  purchase. — 

I  am  &c. 

Mich'  Jones  Esq'  Kaskaskia. 


EDWARD  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Treasury  Letters  Unbound:  ALS] 

Treasury  Department  July  9'"  1815. 
Sir,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  say  in 
reply  to  your  communication  of  the  second  instant,'^  that  he  cannot 
interfere  in  the  case  of  the  two  persons  who  have  made  improvements 
on  lands  reserved  for  Public  Schools;  and  that  if  relief  be  proper,  it 
is  for  Congress  alone  to  grant  it. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  obd'  Serv' 

Edward  Jones  p.  Clk 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

[Addressed]  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office 

[Endorsed]  9  July  1816'^  Sec^  of  Treasury  cannot  interfere  with 
a  School  section  informed  Register  W  of  PI  river — 10  July  1816  &  8'" 
Aug'  Copied  for  S  T  Exam"  D.  C.  J.  N. 


•1  Ante,  p.  186. 

"  Not  found. 

"  As  on  the  original;  1815  evidently  intended. 


196  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  JOHN  BOWYER 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

Department  of  War,  July  14.  1815. 
Col:  J.  BowYER  Indian  Agent. 

Sir,  Inclosed  herewith,  you  will  receive  a  Commission  as  Agent  of 
Indian  affairs,  to  be  stationed  at  Chicago,  or  its  vicinity.'*  Should 
you  accept  the  appointment,  you  will  please  to  repair  to  Detroit, 
forthwith,  and  report  yourself  to  Governor  Cass,  Thro'  whom  your 
communications  will  be  made  to  this  Department. 

Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars 
P'  annum,  and  six  rations  a  day,  to  commence  at  the  time  of  your 
departure  to  take  possession  of  the  Agency,  of  which  you  will  please 
to  notify  this  Department. — 

I  am  &c* 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  RICHARD  GRAHAM 
[NA:OIA,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

Department  of  War,  July  14,  1815. 
Rich*  Graham,  Esq',  Indian  Agent,  S'  Louis. — 

Sir,  Inclosed  herewith,  you  will  receive  a  Commission  as  Agent 
of  Indian  affairs  in  the  Illinois  Territory." — Should  you  accept  the 
appointment,  you  will  please  to  repair  to  Kaskaskias,  and  report 
yourself  to  Governor  Edwards. 

Your  Compensation,  for  the  present,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  one 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  &  six  rations  a  day,  to  commence  at 
the  time  of  your  departure  to  take  possession  of  the  Agency,  of 
which  you  will  please  to  notify  this  Department. 

I  am,  &c* 


"  Present;  identical  with  that  to  Jouett,  ante,  p.  190,  with  the  exception  of  the 
name  of  the  recipient  and  that  of  the  designated  post.  His  instructions,  found 
with  his  commission,  are  also  similar  to  those  to  Graham,  post,  p.  198.  See  also 
the  acting  Secretary  of  War  to  the  President,  June  27,  1815  (NA,  CIA,  SW, 
Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  recommending  the  establishment  of  an  agency  at  Chicago  and 
naming  Bowyer  as  the  proposed  agent.  This  letter  is  similar  to  the  one  to  the 
President  of  June  19,  1815  (W.H.C.,  xix,  380-381),  recommending  the  Fox 
River  agency. 

"  Present;  identical  with  that  to  Jouett,  ante,  p.  190,  excepting  the  name  of 
the  recipient  and  the  designated  post. 
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[Enclosures] 
The  Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  the  President  *^ 

[July  7,  1815] 

Instructions. 


The  acting  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  represent  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States: 

That  the  menaces  of  the  Indians  throughout  the  Indian  Country, 
require  immediate  attention;  among  the  means  which  are  proper  for 
restoring  harmony,  preserving  peace,  and  defeating  the  arts  employed 
by  intrusive  traders,  to  generate  Indian  HostiUties;  and  with  a  view, 
also,  of  ameliorating  the  situation  of  the  Indians  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, by  facilitating  the  attainment  of  those  articles,  indispensably 
necessary  in  the  first  stages  of  civilization,  it  is  recommended  that 
there  be  established  a  temporary  Indian  Agency  at  Peoria,  or  such 
other  place  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  as  the  Governor  of  the  said 
Territory,  and  the  Agent,  may  deem  more  proper,  upon  the  following 
principles: 

1'^  That  the  Agent  shall  make  a  competent  establishment  at  Peoria, 
or  such  other  place  as  may  be  fixed  upon,  at  which  an  armory  and 
wheelwright's  shop  shall  be  maintained,  under  the  charge  of  the  Agent. 

2*  That  the  establishment,  so  formed,  shall  (if  the  Commanding 
General  of  the  Southern  Division  deem  it  necessary)  be  a  military 
station,  to  be  occupied  by  such  competent  number  of  troops  of  the 
United  States  as  the  Commanding  General  shall  think  sufficient  for 
its  defence  and  support. 

3"  That  a  factory,  if  deemed  necessary  by  General  Mason,  shall  be 
connected  with  the  establishment,  so  formed,  to  be  provided  with  a 
competent  supply  of  suitable  merchandize  for  the  Indians;  to  be 
distributed,  or  disposed  of  in  such  manner,  as  the  Department  of 
War  shall,  from  time  to  time,  direct. 

4'"  That  notice  of  this  arrangement  be  given  to  the  Major  Generals 
of  divisions;  and  to  the  Commanding  Officers  of  the  troops  at  S* 
Louis;  and  to  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  factories,  for  the  benefit 
of  their  immediate  co-operation. — 

5'"  That  Richard  Graham  be  appointed  the  temporary  Indian 
Agent  for  the  proposed  establishment,  with  the  same  salary  as  is 


«»  This  letter  differs  sufficiently  from  the  one  of  June  20, 1815  (printed,  W.H.C., 
XIX,  380-381),  respecting  the  creation  of  the  Fox  River  agency,  as  to  warrant 
its  reproduction  in  the  present  connection.  It  was  sent  to  the  agent  as  a  part 
of  his  instructions  and  is  so  labelled. 
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allowed  to  the  temporary  Agent  for  the  Choctaw  nation,  to  repair  to 
the  station  forwith. — 

All  which   is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  J.  Dallas. 

Department  op  War,  July  7. 1815. 

[Endorsed]    July  7.  1815,  Approved,  James  Madison. 

Instructions  to  Richard  Graham  as  Indian  Agent 

[July  14,  1815] 
To  Richard  Graham,  Esq'  Indian  Agent,  Illinois  Territory.— 

In  the  execution  of  the  duties  of  your  Office,  you  will  be  governed 
generally  by  the  Act  of  the  3*  of  March  1799,  entitled  "An  Act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  and  to  preserve 
peace  on  the  frontiers,"  *'*  and  endeavor  to  give  the  Indians  a  clear 
conception  of  its  intent  &  provisions. 

To  aid  in  obtaining  the  objects  of  the  government,  and  in  the 
execution  of  the  said  Act,  you  will  be  guided  by  the  following  addi- 
tional instructions: 

1"  You  will  require  from  every  person  who  comes  into  the  limits 
of  your  Agency,  and  of  whom  you  may  have  knowledge,  to  exhibit 
his  pass,  and  you  will  keep  a  book,  in  which  you  will  record  their 
names,  and  by  whom  their  pass  is  signed. 

If  the  person  should  have  no  pass,  or  refuse  to  produce  it,  you  will 
forthwith  report  his,  or  their  names,  to  the  Governor  of  the  Illinois 
Territory,  and  signify  to  the  Indians,  that  such  person  having  violated 
the  law,  may  be  expelled  by  them  from  the  nation;  but  that  in  driving 
him  out,  they  must  do  him  no  injury  or  violence.— 

2"*  Should  any  Citizen  of,  or  other  person  resident  in  the  United 
States,  offend  against  the  2"  secton  of  the  aforesaid  act,  his  property 
may  be  driven  off,  and  he  apprehended  by  the  Indians,  and  delivered 
to  the  Officer  commanding  at  the  nearest  post,  or  to  any  Magistrate 
in  the  Territory  of  Illinois;  but  no  injury  must  be  offered  to  his  person. 
The  name  of  the  offender  must  also  be  reported  to  the  Department  of 
War,  and  for  every  person  so  apprehended  and  delivered,  and  for 
which  the  Indian  delivering  him  shall  produce  you  a  receipt  from  the 
Commanding  Officer  or  Magistrate  as  aforesaid,  you  may  pay  him 
ten  dollars.— 

S"*  In  cases  of  property  taken,  or  destroyed,  belonging  to  an  Indian, 
or  other  offence  committed  within  the  purview  of  the  4.  section  of  the 
Act  aforesaid,  you  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  ascertain  with  precision, 
and  have  authenticated  by  the  best  evidence  in  your  power  the  value 

M  1  Stat.  743-749. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  199 

of  the  property  taken  or  destroyed,  and  the  nature  of  the  offence 
committed,  and  make  report  of  the  case  to  the  Department  of  War 
and  to  the  Governor  of  the  Ilhnois  Territory,  that  means  may  be 
employed  to  obtain  restitution. — 

4'"  Should  it  come  to  your  Knowledge  that  any  Citizen  of,  or  other 
person  resident  in  the  U.  States,  has  made  a  settlement  on  any  lands 
belonging,  or  secured,  or  granted  by  Treaty  to  the  Indians  within 
your  Agency,  you  will  give  immediate  notice  of  the  name  of  the  person 
so  oifending,  and  of  the  place  where  he  shall  have  settled,  to  the 
Officer  of  the  troops  of  the  U.  States,  commanding  at  the  post  nearest 
to  the  said  intruder,  and  to  the  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory; 
and  should  any  Citizen  of,  or  other  person  resident  in  the  United 
States,  survey,  or  attempt  to  survey,  any  of  their  land,  or  designate  it 
by  marking  Trees,  or  otherwise,  you  will  report  him  in  manner  afore- 
said.— 

B'"  If  any  person  acting  as  a  trader  should  be  found  in  the  limits 
of  your  Agency  without  a  licence,  you  will  inform  the  Indians,  that  he 
has  forfeited  all  the  goods  in  his  possession  to  the  Nation;  and  if  any 
person  shall  violate  the  9.  &  10.  sections  of  the  law  aforesaid,  you  will 
use  your  best  endeavors  to  have  him  apprehended  &  delivered,  as 
above  mentioned. — 

gth  You  will  make  application  for  compensation  or  satisfaction  for 
offences  described  by  the  14.  section  of  the  aforesaid  Act  to  the  tribe 
of  the  Indian,  or  Indians  committing  the  offence,  if  known,  or  to  the 
Nation  generally,  if  not  known;  and  if  satisfaction  shall  be  refused,  or 
neglected  to  be  made  within  the  time  prescribed  by  law,  you  will 
report  the  whole  case  to  the  Department  of  War. 

7'"  You  will  transmit  quarterly,  or  half  yearly  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  estimates  of  the  value  of  the  articles,  or  animals  which  you  may 
deem  necessary  to  enable  you,  as  far  as  possible,  to  produce  civilization, 
taking  care  not  to  bind  yourself,  or  the  government  by  promise,  until 
such  estimates  be  transmitted,  and  you  informed  that  they  are 
approved. 

The  principal  object  of  the  government  of  the  U.  States  is  to  intro- 
duce among  their  Indian  Allies  useful  arts;  to  teach  them  industry, 
and  to  prove  to  them  its'  value  experimentally,  by  facilitating  the 
attainment  of  Articles  considered  to  be  of  comfort  and  convenience  in 
Civilized  life,  and  your  labors  will  be  particularly  directed  in  instruct- 
ing the  Indian  Women  in  the  arts  of  spinning  and  weaving,  and  in 
introducing  among  the  Men  a  taste  for  agriculture  and  raising  of 
Stock.  In  order  to  effect  the  first,  a  school  will  be  established  for 
teaching  the  women  and  Girls  to  spin  and  weave,  and  Wheels,  Cotton 
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Cards,  and  other  necessary  apparatus  for  the  manufacture  of  linen 
and  Cotton  Clothing  will  be  furnished;  and  with  respect  to  the  latter, 
the  views  of  government  will  be  advanced  by  supplying  implements 
of  Agriculture,  Sheep  and  Cattle  to  improve  the  breeds  of  those  Animals, 
and  encouraging  a  fair  &  honest  traffic  for  their  superfluities  of  all 
kinds  with  the  whites,  by  preserving  peace,  regularity  and  sobriety 
among  the  Traders,  and  protecting  the  Indian  from  fraud  &  imposition. 

gth  You  will  be  pleased  to  keep  a  regular  journal  of  all  occurrences, 
proceedings  &  facts  relative  to  the  Indians,  and  transmit  the  same  half 
yearly  to  the  War  Office. 

9'"  Whenever  you  discover  any  person  among  the  Indians, 
attempting  to  mislead  them,  or  to  inspire  them  with  distrust  in  the 
U.  States,  or  to  bring  them  into  a  War  with  each  other,  or  to  lessen 
their  attachment  to,  or  confidence  in  the  U.  States,  you  will  give 
immediate  notice  thereof  to  the  commandant  of  the  Post  nearest  to 
the  place  where  the  person  so  offending  may  be,  and  use  your  best 
endeavors  to  have  him  secured,  with  his  talks  &  papers,  and  carried 
to  the  said  Post.  You  will  give  the  earliest  notice  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  the  Commander  of  the  Army,  and  the  Commandants  of  the 
Posts  near  you,  of  any  hostile  movements  of  any  of  the  Tribes  of 
Indians,  whether  intended  against  each  other,  or  the  U.  States,  and 
of  all  hostile  movements  against  the  U.  States  by  Indians  or  others 
residing  without  the  limits  of  your  Agency,  which  may  come  to  your 
knowledge. — 

You  will  assign  to  the  Interpreters  in  the  pay  of  the  U.  States,  in 
the  limits  of  your  Agency,  such  duties  and  stations  respectively  as 
may  facilitate  the  execution  of  your  instructions.  You  are  also 
authorized  to  displace  them,  or  any  of  them,  if  you  should  find  their 
services  to  be  unnecessary,  or  to  appoint  others  in  their  room,  if  they 
should  be  found  undeserving  of  trust  and  confidence. — 

You,  and  the  Interpreters,  and  all  other  persons  acting  under  you, 
will  take  the  following  oath: — 

"I  [blank]  do  swear  that  I  will  well  and  truly  serve  the  United 
States  in  the  Office  of  [blank]  ,  and  promote,  so  far  as  is  in  my 
power,  the  execution  of  the  Act  passed  the  S**  day  of  March  1799, 
entitled  "An  Act  to  regulate  trade  &  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
Tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,"  and  all  regulations 
relative  thereto,  proceeding  from  the  President  of  the  U.  States. — 

Given  at  the  War  Office  of  the  United  States  at  Washington,  this 
fourteenth  day  of  July  one  thousand  eight  hundred  &  fifteen. 

A.  J.  Dallas 
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JOHN  KINZIE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN 
TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  I] 

Detroit  15  July  1815 
To  His  Excellency  Lewis  Cass  Esq'  Governor  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory 

Sir,  Taking  into  consideration  the  importance  of  that  section  of 
Country,  lying  on  the  Southern  extremity  of  Lake  ]\Iichigan,  to  our 
Government,  and  having  been  upwards  of  twenty  years  residence  in 
that  portion  of  United  States  acquired  a  knowledge  of  its  importance, 
I  thus  take  the  liberty  of  laying  my  observations  before  you. 

The  executive  of  the  U.  S.  appear  anxious  to  establish  a  peaceable 
and  friendly  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  the  most  deter- 
minedly hostile  are  the  Chippeway,  Potawatomies,  Ottawa,  of 
L'arbre  Croche,  and  the  Winnebago  Tribes,  who  inhabit  the  country 
between  the  Southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  Michilli- 
macMnac,  and  whose  chief  residence  is  upon  Grand  and  Muskeegon 
rivers,  but,  who  from  the  want  of  a  proper  supply  of  game,  are  com- 
pelled to  emigrate  at  certain  seasons  to  the  waters  of  Chicago,  Illenois 
and  Fox  Rivers.  The  hostility  of  those  tribes  is  owing  to  their  inter- 
course with  the  traders  of  the  S.  W,  Company,  whose  intercourse  &  of 
course  whose  policy  is  to  render  them  inimical  to  all  american  traders, 
from  what  I  have  already  said  the  importance  of  establishing  a  military 
post  at  or  near  the  place  of  their  general  rendezvous  will  at  once 
present  itself  the  spot  which  is  most  important  and  which  will  possess 
the  greatest  advantages  is  that  on  which  Fort  Dearborn  formerly 
stood  as  those  tribes  generally  rendezvous  there  in  the  Spring  conse- 
quently a  garrison  would  be  necessary jto  reduce  trade  and  intercourse 
with  them  to  a  system  and  to  prevent  frauds  and  misrepresentations 
from  the  agents  of  another  government  whose  interference  will  ever 
keep  them  hostile  to  the  United  States — 

As  the  navigation  of  those  waters  will  in  a  few  years  become  an 
object  of  great  importance  to  the  U.  States  as  at  present  boats  of 
several  tons  burthen  can  pass  from  Lake  Michigan  into  the  Missis- 
sippi River  there  being  only  four  &  half  feet  difference  in  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  two  waters.  Therefore  it  would  be  politick  to  adopt 
measures  in  due  time  that  will  secure  the  friendship  of  the  hostile 
and  fix  that  of  the  wavering.  A  judicious  system  of  policy  will  in  a 
few  years  effect  more  towards  conciliating  the  tribes  that  are  hostile 
than  a  long  expensive  exterminating  war,  and  intercourse  with  the 
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savages  is  absolutely  necessary,  Garrisons  to  protect  trade  and  create 
respect  for  agents  are  equally  so,  Agents  should  act  with  the  most 
impartial  justice  and  should  administer  to  their  little  wants  the  sup- 
plies they  have  been  long  in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  British 
Government.  While  the  Citizens  of  the  U.  States  are  kept  at  such  a 
distance  from  those  tribes,  and  their  trade  so  confined  from  the  want 
of  the  arm  of  protection  being  extended  over  it  and  the  intercourse 
of  the  foreign  merchants  (who  bear  away  nine  tenths  of  that  important 
trade)  allowed  the  american  can  do  no  other  than  submit  in  silence 
or  coincide  with  the  consumate  and  intriguing  British  trader  or  per- 
haps his  scalp  may  be  paid  for  and  he  fall  the  victim  of  the  hatchet 
if  he  has  the  temerity  to  support  his  country. 

The  only  means  to  do  away  the  mistaken  animosity  of  the  tribes 
is  by  the  proper  application  of  small  presents  to  the  chiefs  a  mild  and 
conciliatory  conduct  to  the  nation  at  large  and  by  keeping  such  an 
armed  force  in  their  neighbourhood  as  will  awe  medling  intruders 
into  silence. — 

Chicago  is  all  important  to  the  Illenois  Country  as  it  is  the  key  of 
communication  and  has  command  of  the  trade  a  vast  Territory  and 
whose  navigation  serves  to  forward  the  returns  of  the  merchant  to 
Michillimackinac  at  a  much  lower  rate  than  they  can  at  present  be 
forwarded  by  the  Mississippi  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
boats.  The  Coal  and  Lead  mines  will  when  protected  by  the  arm  of 
authority  become  very  important  to  this  frontier  as  all  transportation 
from  them  may  be  made  by  water, 

The  calling  the  above  named  tribes  to  Green  Bay  to  receive  annui- 
ties or  other  gratuities  that  may  be  granted  them  by  Government,  or 
to  trade  at  that  Factory  will  be  attended  with  very  little  benefit 
unto  the  tribes  mentioned,  as  the  distance  is  great,  the  face  of  the 
Country  one  continued  morass  and  in  the  winter  season  impassable 
by  the  traveller  owing  to  the  depth  of  the  Snow,  therefore  those 
tribes  will  suffer  if  they  have  to  depend  on  the  Agency  or  factory  at 
G.  Bay. 

The  above  statement  you  may  rely  is  correct.  Having  resided 
many  years  in  the  Country  as  an  individual,  I  have  combatted  in 
trade  against  the  whole  Michillimackinac  or  S.  W.  Company  and  have 
many  years  employed  a  Vessel  for  my  return  furs  to  Detroit.  I  men- 
tion this  to  shew  you  the  importance  of  the  trade  of  the  Chicago 
Country  if  correctly  managed. 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  Most  obt.  Servt. 

John  Kinzie 
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EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS] 
Surveyor  Generals  Office  Chillicothe  July  26"'  1815 

Sir  I  have  this  day  rec*  yours  of  the  18'"  ins'  ^°  and  am  happy  to 
find  you  agree  with  me  in  the  construction  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the 
28'"  of  Feb^  1806,''  for  I  had  feared  from  the  tenor  of  some  of  your 
former  letters  that  you  either  had  not  adverted  to  it,  or  differed  from 
me  in  its  construction — As  M'  Rector  &  one  of  his  Deputies  who  have 
attended  here  to  make  some  returns  from  the  Kaskaskia  district,  are 
both  laid  up  with  fevers,  and  will  consequently  be  detained  a  long 
while;  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  to  you  copies  of  such  instruc- 
tions as  I  have  prepared  for  his  government  in  regard  to  the  Surveys 
to  be  done  between  the  Rivers  S'  Francis  &  the  Arkensas '- — so  that 
if  you  should  not  approve  of  any  part  or  should  any  thing  farther  be 
necessary,  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  point  it  out  to  me — as 
there  will  be  time  before  he  leaves  this  (if  done  promptly) 

I  beg  leave  farther  to  observe,  that  I  have  contracted  for  the 
standard  lines  and  the  Range  &  Township  lines  all  to  be  done  both  in 
Michigan  &  North  of  the  Illinois  River — and  am  now  writing  to  those 
I  had  engaged  to  come  on  &  enter  into  their  contracts  &  receive 
instructions  for  subdi\ading  the  Townships — for  I  presume  the 
difficulties  arising  from  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Indians  will  be 
removed  by  the  Treaties  to  be  held  with  them — and  we  shall  com- 
mence the  work  in  full  force  in  October  next — I  have  been  assiu-ed  by 
every  one  acquainted  with  the  lower  country  that  on  account  of  the 
Inundations,  the  undergrowth,  weeds  &  Flies  of  various  descriptions, 
no  mortal  man  could  take  the  woods  before  October  either  North  of 
the  Illinois  or  in  Missouri,  and  I  hope  and  believe  that  those  evils 
out  of  the  way  &  the  Indians  quiet — &  M''  Rector  doing  his  duty,  I 
shall  be  able  to  have  the  most  of  the  Six  Million  Acres  appropriated 
for  Military  bounties  returned  to  your  Office  before  the  rising  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

I  do  assiu-e  you  my  utmost  exertions  has  been  &  shall  be  used  to 
meet  the  just  expectations  of  the  Government  &  bring  up  the  immense 
mass  of  business  in  this  Office — and  to  have  been  prevented  by  Indians 

»"  NA  (GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v) ;  Tiffin  to  proceed  with  the  survey  of  the 
military  bounty  hnes  in  Missouri  Territory;  nothing  further  is  to  be  added  relative 
to  the  survey  of  public  and  private  claims;  and  that  Rector's  plan  had  been  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

•'  2  Stat.  352-353,  extending  the  powers  of  the  Surveyor  General  to  Louisiana 
Territory. 

»-  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Mo.),  xv,  under  date  of  July  26,  1815. 
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from  Surveying  in  Michigan  the  only  part  we  could  have  surveyed  in 
before  October  has  been  a  source  of  great  grief  to  me. 
with  great  respect  I  am  Yoiu"  ob'  Ser' 

Edward  Tiffin 

Hon"'"  J  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office  Wash- 
ington 

[Addressed]    The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner 
of  the  G  L  Office  Washington 

[Endorsed]    26  July  1815  E"  Tiffin  Ans"  by  Com'  3  Aug*  1815  •» 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:  WD,  SWDP,  J325:  ALS] 

Detroit  28th  July  1815 
Sir  I  arrived  here  three  days  since  with  the  Indian  goods  destined 
for  my  station,  I  am  waiting  for  General  Brown,  who  is  expected  here 
very  soon,  should  the  General  keep  back  his  troops  for  the  proposed 
treaty  next  month,  the  establishments  on  Lake  Michigan  cannot  be 
effected  this  fall.  The  Indians  now  attribute  their  misfortunes  to  the 
British,  the  war  has  ended  in  their  disappointment,  they  were  lead  to 
believe  that  they  should  recover  all  the  country  north  of  the  Ohio 
river,  but  instead  of  that  they  find  the  country  surrendered  up  to  us, 
and  find  themselves  the  silly  victims  of  British  intrigue  &  wickedness. 
This  is  the  time  to  expel  the  British  intirely  from  the  Indian  country 
such  another  opportunity  may  never  again  present  itself.  This  Grand 
object  can  be  effected,  by  a  liberal  policy,  and  strong  garrisons  on  the 
Lakes  at  points  communicating  with  the  Mississippi.  The  trading 
stations  being  occupied  by  American  Citizens  the  agents  of  Govern- 
ment could  always  obtain  the  ealiest  information  in  the  event  of  an 
intruder,  and  the  government  by  the  Military  could  lay  their  hands 
upon  him  immediately.  The  adoption  of  this  policy  would  be  felt 
slightly  by  the  people  of  the  frontiers  but  it  would  be  like  the  agonies 
of  a  dying  man  it  would  be  over  in  a  minute,  &  tranquility  would 
without  the  possibility  of  interruption  prevail,  and  the  wealth,  obtain" 
by  the  fur  trade  would  be  confered  on  our  own  Citizens,  I  could 
enlarge  on  this  subject  but  I  know  its  unnecessary  that  the  expulsion 
of  the  British  from  the  Country  is  of  the  first  importance  no  man  can 

"  NA  (GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v),  containing  various  instructions  on 
surveying  of  military  bounty  lands,  and  the  opinion  that  Mansfield's  system  of 
surveying  public  lands  was  perfect. 
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doubt,  but  the  Grand  object  is  to  seize  the  auspicious  moment,  and 
this  is  the  time  when  the  attempt  will  certainly  succeed. 
I  am  your  Obediant  Humble  Servant 

C.  JOUETT 

PS  These  remarks  result  from  actual  observation,  I  made  in 
council  with  Go.  Cass  with  a  large  collection  of  Indians    C.  J. 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'^  A.  J.  Dallas  Acting  Secretary  of  War 
Washington     [Postmarked]    Detroit  30  July  Free 

[Endorsed]  Detroit  28"^  July  1815.  C.  Jouett.  Is  waiting  for  Genl 
Brown's  arrival  before  he  attempts  to  Establish  himself — Thinks  the 
present  a  favorable  time  to  expel  the  British  from  that  section  of 
Country  Aug'  1815.  

JOHN  MASON  TO  MATTHEW  IRWIN 
[NA:OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

Indian  Office  August  11*"  1815 
Mathew  Irwin  Esq  now  at  "^Tiite  Hall  (N.  Y) 

Sir  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  30  July  ^* — and  regret  you 
had  not  sooner  received  M'^Bronaughs'^  letter  of  the  12'"  that  month" — 
by  this  time  I  presume  you  are  in  possession  of  mine  of  the  28  July  " — 
by  which  you  will  have  seen  that  it  is  the  factory  about  to  be  estab- 
lished at  Green  Bay  (of  Michigan)  at  which  your  services  are  desired 
and  that  the  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  dollars 
salary  and  365  dollars  for  subsistence  money  '^ — - 

As  your  letter  was  forwarded  to  me  from  Philad* — (I  presiune  as 
you  intended  thro'  the  Commissary  Gen'  of  Purchases — )  and  as  I 
have  received  no  information  from  him  to  the  contrary — I  take  it  for 
granted  that  you  accept  the  agency  I  have  offered  you,  and  shall 
proceed  to  make  my  arrangements  accordingly — as  there  is  now  on 
account  of  the  lateness  of  the  season  no  time  to  lose — 

The  goods  intended  for  your  factory — and  those  intended  for  one  at 
or  near  Chicago  '' — are  now  packed  here  and  are  moving  by  way  of 

»*  Not  found. 

"  Jeremiah  W.  Bronaugh,  chief  clerk  of  the  office  of  Indian  trade. 

"  NA(OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  oflfering  Irwin  a  "factoryship." 

"  Loc.  cit.,  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  385-386. 

"  This  post  had  been  offered  on  June  21,  1815,  to  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  ibid.,  pp. 
382-384. 

"  Jacob  B.  Vamum,  a  younger  brother  of  Joseph  B.  Vamum,  was  appointed 
factor  at  the  re -established  factory  at  Chicago,  ibid.,  p.  394  n.  See  Mason  to 
John  W.  Johnson,  former  factor  at  LeMoin  (Fort  Madison),  Aug.  7,  1815  (NA, 
OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C,  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  386-389),  containing  in- 
structions regarding  the  establishmtnt  of  a  factory  at  Prairie  du  Chien.  See  also 
Mason  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Aug.  7,  1817,  ibid.,  pp.  389-390,  requesting  aid  of 
troops  in  erecting  agency  buildings  at  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien. 
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Pittsburg — to  Erie  (sometimes  called  Presque  Isle)  on  Lake  Erie  (in 
Penn")  they  will  be  deposited  there  with  an  agent  (not  now  known)  by 
Cap'  Wooly  of  the  army  now  at  Pittsburg— which  agent  will  ship 
them — deliverable  to  your  order  on  board  a  public  vessel  that  will  be 
at  that  place  ready  to  receive  them  and  you — to  sail  not  later  than  the 
lO""  to  15'"  Sept. — at  the  latest — A  letter  containing  Invoices  and 
your  instructions  will  be  sent  to  you  directed  to  the  care  of  the  post 
master  at  Erie  with  request  to  hold  it  untill  called  for  by  you-- 

You  may  consider  this  letter  as  your  authority,  untill  a  more  formal 
letter  of  appointment  can  be  made — which  shall  be  done — as  soon  as 
I  receive  and  approve  of  yoiu*  bond  and  oath  of  office — I  enclose  you 
the  forms,  and  on  hearing  from  you  that  you  are  about  to  proceed 
your  draft  on  me  at  sight  for  a  quarters  salary  say  $250.  if  you  so 
wish  to  draw  shall  be  paid — 

I  have  to  request  then  that  you  will  no  longer  consider  it  necessary 
to  come  to  Washington  but  that  you  will  proceed  Erie  so  as  to  arrive 
there  and  be  ready  to  embark  at  latest  by  the  15  Sept:  and  that  you 
will  apply  to  the  Post  master  of  that  place — and  receive  and  follow  the 
instructions,  before  mentioned  which  you  will  find  there — 

Recommending  that  it  is  important  that  you  use  dispatch  to  arrive 
at  Erie  in  time  and  that  it  will  much  derange  our  operations  should 
that  not  be  the  case — 

I  am  &c  &c  J  M 

CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

INA:  WD.  SWDF,  J337:  ALS] 

Detroit  20th  August  1815 
Sir  On  the  20th  of  June  last  I  had  the  honour  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Hon"'  J.  A  Dallas  then  Acting  Secretary  of  war,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  An  Agent  of 
Indian  Affairs  to  be  Stationed  at  Green  bay.  with  orders  to  repair  to 
Detroit  forthwith  and  report  myself  to  Governor  Cass.  This  order 
I  have  literally  complied  with  and  have  remained  here  since  the  27th 
of  July  last,  with  a  view  to  go  on  with  the  troops  to  Green  bay  when- 
ever they  should  be  ordered  thither.  But  as  the  consolodation  of  the 
peace  establishment  will  take  more  time  than  was  contemplated  Gen- 
eral Brown  is  compelled  to  postpone  the  erection  of  the  North  western 
post  until  the  Spring.    And  of  this  he  gave  me  notice  yesterday.'     I 

'  See  Graham  to  Gen.  Jacob  Brown,  Aug.  25,  1815,  and  to  Andrew  Jackson, 
Aug.  25,  1815  (NA,  WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  8),  containing  instructions 
respecting  the  distribution  and  posting  of  troops  in  the  northwestern  territories. 
See  also  id.  to  Brown,  Sept.  14,  1815,  loc.  cit.,  acknowledging  receipt  of  a  letter 
stating  the  impracticability  of  making  an  establishment  at  Green  Bay  so  late  in 
the  year.     In  1815,  pursuant  to  the  reorganization  of  the  Army,  the  United  States 
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set  out  immediately  for  Kentucky  and  shall  so  arrange  my  private 
affairs  as  to  enable  me  to  proceed  with  the  troops  from  Detroit,  with 
my  family  by  the  earliest  opening  of  the  navigation.  The  Indian 
Goods  I  have  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the  Indian  Store  keeper  as 
also  the  black  Smiths  tools,  for  which,  he  will  be  responsible,  until  I 
again  receive  them,  on  my  departure  for  the  Green  bay  establishment. 
In  the  mean  time  should  you  honour  me  with  communications  from 
the  War  Department  you  will  be  pleased  to  address  me  at  Harrods- 
burg  Kentucky.    I  am  with  the  highest  respect  your  Obediant  Servant 

C.  JOUETT 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'"  William.  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 
Washington    [Postmarked]  Harrodsburg  Sep*  22    Free 

[Endorsed]  Detroit  20  Aug'  1815.  C.  Jouett  States  that  Gen' 
Brown  has  declined  sending  any  troops  to  Green  Bay  until  the 
Spring — Has  started  for  Kentucky — will  arrange  his  private  affairs  & 
be  ready  early  in  the  Spring  to  go  to  Green  Bay  Oct  1815 


JEREMIAH  W.  BRONAUGH  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B409:ALS] 

Indian  Office  August  25""  1815 
Geo:  Graham  Esq 

Sir  The  letter  sent  herewith,  I  presume  Gen'  Mason  intended  to 
forward  to  you  previous  to  his  leaving  Town,  but  in  the  hurry  of  busi- 
ness omitted  signing  it  ^ — I  hope  it  is  not  yet  too  late  for  the  instruction 
to  be  forwarded  to  the  Commander  of  the  public  Vessel  at  Erie. — 

In  consequence  of  the  great  difficulty  in  procming  wagons  to  trans- 
port the  goods  intended  for  the  Factories  about  to  be  established  at 

was  divided  into  a  northern  district,  including  that  part  of  the  country  north  of 
Virginia  and  the  Ohio  River  and  east  of  the  Mississippi  excepting  a  portion  of 
Illinois  Territory,  and  a  southern  district,  consisting  of  the  remainder  of  the  United 
States.  In  each  district  were  several  departments,  of  which  No.  5  covered  the 
State  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  and  Michigan  territories  and  the  northern  extension 
of  Illinois  Territory;  and  No.  9  took  in  the  southwestern  part  of  Illinois  Territory, 
Missouri  Territory  and  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  Brown  was  in 
command  of  Department  No.  5  and  Jackson  of  Department  No.  9.  Each  was 
charged  with  the  erection  of  a  chain  of  forts  and  posts  within  his  respective  juris- 
diction. The  principal  original  sources  for  this  period  of  the  military  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  frontier,  which  cannot  be  reproduced  in  the  present  connection,  are  in 
NA  (WD,  SWDF);  NA  (WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  8);  NA  (OIA,  Lets. 
Reed.),  and  NA  (OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C).  An  important  source  is  Jacob 
Brown's  Letter  Book  (MS.  Div.,  LC).  See  also  Wesley,  Guarding  the  Frontier, 
1815-1825,  pp.  100-110,  and  Beers,  West.  Mil.  Frontier,1815-18!,6,  pp.  27-37,  each 
with  appropriate  citations  to  original  sources  and  extensive  bibliographies. 
-  Not  present. 
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Green  Bay  &  Chicago  the  last  of  them  did  not  leave  this  place  until 
the  22""'  of  this  Month.— 

The  letters  which  the  Gren'  says  he  returns  you  from  Cap°  Sinclair 
&  M'  Romans  I  cannot  find  ' — I  presume  he  has  enclosed  them  to  you 
in  another  Letter. — 

Very  respectfully  I  am  Y'  Mo  obt  S' 

Jebe:  W.  Bronaugh 

[Addressed]  Geo:  Graham  Esq    War  Office 

[£7ndorse(f]  Indian  Office  Aug*  25  ""1815  Jere:W.  Bronaugh  relative 
to  the  transportation  of  Ind"  goods  from  Erie  to  Chicago  &c— Aug 
1815 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALSl 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  August  25,  1815 

Sir  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  number  of  plats  &  descriptions  of 
Surveyed  Townships  of  land  in  the  Kaskaskia  and  Shawneetown 
districts,  as  per  lists  enclosed  * — part  of  those  which  are  now  forwarded 
were  the  21  Townships  which  had  lain  so  long  at  Cincinnati,  and  which 
I  at  length  got,  but  have  had  much  trouble  in  completing  them — • 

We  have  had  to  borrow  platting  instruments,  as  I  keep  two  Clerks 
constantly  at  that  work — (a  very  precarious  recourse)  will  you  there- 
fore get  the  Register  of  the  Treasury  to  aid  you  in  procuring  a  case 
or  two  and  forward  on  immediately  to  this  Office — for  there  are  none 
to  be  got  here — M'  Rector  is  still  sick  &  he  and  a  Clerk  engaged  in 
preparing  his  returns  from  the  Kaskaskia  district  with  the  private 
claims  interspersed  through  them — it  appears  by  his  contract  with 
M'  Mansfield  he  is  only  bound  to  return  one  copy  of  each  township, 
so  that  we  shall  have  to  make  out  two  of  each — one  for  you  &  one 
for  the  district  Land  Office — a  tedious  work — near  50  townships  thus 
to  be  copied  twice  over  &'  &" 

with  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 

Honorable  M'  Meigs  Com'  G  L  Office 

p  s  Be  pleased  to  have  corrected  the  quarter  Sections  of  the  northern 
tier  in  Town  3  South,  Range  5  East  of  S"*  meridian  agreably  with  the 
list  of  Corrections  enclosed    E  Tiffin 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Chillicothe  Ohio.  Sep.  1 
Free 


•  Not  identified. 

*  Plats  and  descriptions  not  present;  both  lists  mentioned  are  present. 
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[Endorsed]  Chillicothe  25  Aug*  1815  E"*  Tiffin  with  plats— wants 
instruments.    Ans'^  13  Sep''  ^ 


SAMUEL  HOPKINS  «  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS1 

Henderson  Kent^  August  27'"  1815 

Dear  Sir.  We  have  Certain  accounts  from  Shawanee  Town  of  the 
death  of  Judge  Griswold  of  Illinois  Territory. — and  I  beg  leave  to 
present  to  the  President  Tho^  Towles  as  his  Successor 

In  bringing  M"'  Towles  into  View,  I  can  truly  say  My  object  is 
public  Good. — he  was  Educated  at  or  Near  Fredericksburg,  his  pre- 
ceptor the  famous  Ogilvie.' — Studied  Law  with  General  Minor,*  & 
Came  to  this  Neighbourhood  about,  Eight  Years  ago,  &  has  been  a 
Practitioner  of  Law  in  the  Courts  in  this  part  of  Kenf  &  the  Terri- 
tories ever  Since. — he  is  Esteem'd  here  a  Soimd  Lawyer,  a  Man  of 
Great  Benevolence,  Honor  &  Integrity,  a  Strict  Republican  &  by 
his  Suavity  of  Temper  &  Manners,  has  obtain'd  the  Confidence  & 
Esteem  of  all  parties  &  persons. — Inclos'd  is  a  letter  from  M''  White 
one  of  the  associate  Judges,'  before  whom  M''  Towles  has  appear'd  as 
an  advocate  in  the  IIP  Territory,  the  desire  of  Judge  White  Corre- 
sponds with  the  General  wish  in  Illinois,  and  would  I  am  Persuaded 
Give  Great  Satisfaction  to  the  people. 

be  pleas'd  Sir  make  Known  This  application  to  the  President, 
who  I  know  loves  to  select  Merit,  &  oblige  those  on  whom  office 
Operates  when  they  Can  Combine  as  in  this  Case. 

if  the  Character  of  M''  Towles,  with  the  Considerations  Mention'd, 
can  obtain  Your  Personal  Advocation,  with  the  President,  it  will 
afford  Great  satisfaction  to  Dear  Sir.  Your  Sincere  Friend  &  Most 
Hble  Serv' 

Sam'  Hopkins 

Honble  Sec^  of  State. 

[Endorsed]  Tho»  Towles.     1815. 

'  Post,  p.  215. 

•  A  former  Representative  in  Congress  from  Kentucky. 

'  James  Ogilvie,  principal  of  Stevensburg  Academy  at  Fredericksburg,  Va. 
See  Cal.  Corr.  Thomas  Jefferson,  Bull.,  Bureau  of  Rolls  and  Lib.,  Department  of 
State,  No.  8,  p.  430. 

*  John  Minor. 

'  This  refers  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  to  which  bench  in  Gallatin  County 
White  was  appointed  Feb.  8,  1813,  post,  p.  646. 
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[Enclosure  :ALS] 

Leonard  White  to  Thomas  Towles 

U.  S.  Saline  25'"  August  1815 
Dear  Sir  Owing  to  the  death  of  Judge  Griswould  we  are  again 
left  without  a  Court  of  Justice  which  will  place  us  in  a  very  disagree- 
able situation  unless  we  can  immediately  remedy  it  by  geting  a  new 
appointment,  we  have  (i  e)  the  people  here  and  at  Shawneetown  con- 
cluded (not  having  time  to  consult  you)  to  recommend  you  to  the 
President  for  that  appointment  &  hope  that  it  may  suit  your  con- 
venience should  we  succeed  in  our  wishes  to  approbate  the  ap- 
pointment as  it  is  all  important  with  us  not  to  loose  another  Court  let 
me  beg  of  you  to  write  by  the  first  mail  to  some  friend  who  would  aid 
us  with  the  President  in  this  business 
Your  friend 

Leo"  White 

P  S  If  Hardin  '*  has  the  presumption  to  aspire  after  this  appoint- 
ment &  has  accually  sent  to  Kaskaskia  (where  he  is  not  personally 
known)  he  may  by  Judge  Thomas's  Influence  get  a  recommenda- 
tion   L.  White 

[Endorsed]  L.  White  1815 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  BENJAMIN  ROMANS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

Department  of  War  August  28'"  1815 
Benjamin  Homans  Esq    Navy  Departm' 

Sir,  I  inclose  a  letter  just  rec""  from  Gen:  Mason  "  and  have  to 
request  that  you  will  give  the  necessary  orders;  in  addition  to  the 
Agents  mentioned,  Col°  Bowyer  has  been  appointed  Indian  Agent  at 
Chicago,  and  will  it  is  expected  be  either  at  Erie  or  at  Detroit  in  time 
to  take  his  passage  in  the  Ghent: 

G  G.  C.  Clk 


JUDGE  THOMAS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
(NA:SD,  Applications:  ALS] 

Kaskaskla  30.  August  1815 
Sir.    The  sudden  death  of  Judge  Griswold  on  the  22.  Instant  " 
leaves  the  third  Circuit  in  this  Territory  without  a  Court — It  is 


"  Jephthah  Hardin. 

"  Not  identified;  of.  ante,  p.  207. 

"  Cf.  post,  p.  326. 
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highly  important  to  the  Citizens  of  that  Circuit  that  the  vacancy 
should  be  filled  at  an  early  day — 

I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  to  your  Consideration  Jephthath 
Hardin  Esq''  as  a  person  well  qualified  to  fill  the  Office  of  Judge — - 
M''  Hardin  has  for  several  years  resided  in  and  practised  law  in  this 
Territory — He  is  a  man  of  Sterling  integrity  and  in  my  opinion  a 
sound  lawyer.  And  it  might  not  be  improper  to  mention  what 
I  consider  no  small  recommendation  to  him  that  he  is  the  Brother  of 
Benjamin  Hardin  Esq''  at  present  a  member  of  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Kentucky — Should  you  deem  it  expedient  to  give  him  the 
appointment  I  feel  Confident  that  he  would  discharge  the  duties  of 
the  office  with  credit  to  himself,  and  I  should  be  gratified  at  being 
associated  with  so  amiable  a  man — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  your  most  ob'  serv* 

J.  B.  Thomas 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe  Esq'  Secretary  of  State 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JUDGE  GRISWOLD 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  T] 

Aug  31='  1815 
Stanley  Griswold  Esq  Shawneetown  111.  T. 

Sir  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  13'"  instant "  I  observe  that 
mails  made  up  at  offices  west  of  your  village,  for  offices  east  of  the 
post-offices  in  Shawnetown,  are  usually,  enclosed  in  one  package, 
which  is  addressed.  Eastward — that  package  is  conveyed  eastward 
untill  it  reaches  a  distributing  office  and  the  consequence  is  that  mails 
for  offices  west  of  the  office  of  Distribution  are  unnecessarily  carried 
beyond  their  point  of  delivery  to  the  great  inconvenience  of  the 
persons  interested,  to  guard  against  that  evil  an  office  of  Distribution 
was  established  in  your  village — as  being  better  situated  than  any 
other  office  on  that  fine — the  business  will  be  inconsiderable — as  very 
little  distribution  will  be  necessary  in  the  mail  that  passes  westward 
of  Shawnetown. 

R.J.M. 


ALNEY  McLean  "  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Muhlenberg  County  Kentucky  [September  3,  1815] 
To  the  Honourable  Secratary  of  the  United  States 

I  beg  leave  though  you  to  recommend  to  his  excellancy  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  Thomas  Towls  Esq'  as  a  proper  person  to 

"  Not  found. 

"  A  Representative  in  Congress  from  Kentucky. 
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be  commissioned  as  Judge  in  the  Ilinois  Territory  to  fill  the  Vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  the  Honourable  [blank]  Griswold  late 
Judge  in  said  Teritory 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  M'  Towls  for  many  years,  and  believe 
he  would  make  a  good  Judge  and  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
with  fidelity,  dignity,  and  Satisfaction  to  his  fellow  Citizens — I 
ashure  you  Sir,  no  man  as  a  friend,  companion,  patriot  and  Honest 
man  stands  higher  in  my  estimation  than  M'  Towls 

Your  H.b.s.  Alney  M'Lean 

Sept  Z"  1815  '• 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

INA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:LS] 

General  Land  Office  4*"  Septem'  1815 
Sir    There  are  in  the  district  of  Shawneetown  a  few  fractional 
sections,  the  quantities  of  which  have  not  been  ascertained,  I  suggest 
to  you  the  propriety  of  appointing  a  district  surveyor  for  that  district. 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  you  obed'  serv' 

JosiAH  Meigs 
Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Survey'  General  Chillicothe. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Survey'  General  Chillicothe.     [Post- 
marked] General  Land  Office  J.  Meigs  Wash"  City  Sep  6  Free 

[Endorsed]  J  Meigs  rec"  Sep'  13'"  1815  wants  a  district  Surveyor 
appointed  for  Shawnetown 


STEPHEN  ORMSBY  "  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 

[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS1 

Louisville  8th  Sep'  1815 
Sir,  The  recent  death  of  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Illinois  Terr''  makes 
it  neccesary  that  an  appointment  be  made  to  Supply  the  Vacancy. 
I  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  M'  Jeptah  Hardin,  as  a  Gentleman 
desirous  of  the  appointment,  he  studied  law  in  this  State,  has  for 
several  Years  resided  in  the  Ter^  where  I'm  informed  he  practices 
law  with  reputation,  he  is  Brother  to  M'  Hardin  elected  to  Congress 
from  this  State  in  the  room  of  M'  Duval  "  Yours  very 
Respectfully 

Step"  Ormsby 


'•  The  above  letter  was  enclosed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Samuel  Hopkins, 
Sept.  25,  1815,  post,  p.  223. 

"  A  Representative  in  Congress  from  Kentucky. 

'»  Robert  Wicklifife  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  State  Sept.  21,  1815,  also 
recommended  Hardin  (NA,  SD,  Applications). 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  213 

JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

General  Land  Office  Washington  City,  Sept  11  1815 
Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit,  at  the  request  of  Thomas 
Slop,  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Shawnee  Town,  a  Document 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  Successor  to  the  hon.  Stanley  Gris- 
wold,  lately  a  Judge  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  who  departed  this  life 
on  the  21"  of  last  month,  and  am 
very  respectfully  Yours 


JosiAH  Meigs. 


The  President  of  the  United  States. 
[Endorsed]  Josiah  Meigs    Josiah  Meigs  1815 


[Enclosure  :DS] 
Recommendation  of  Thomas  Towles  as  Judge 

[No  date,  1815] 
To  his  Excellency  James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States  of 

America: 

The  undersigned  inhabitants  of  the  Circuit  composed  of  the  Counties 
of  Gallatin  &  Edwards  in  the  Illinois  Territory:  Most  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  represent: 

That  in  pursuance  of  the  Act  of  Congress  "Regulating  &  defineing 
the  duties  of  the  United  States  Judges  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois" 
approved  3*  March  1815,  the  Judges  in  &  over  the  said  Territory, 
divided  the  same  into  three  Circuits,  towit,  the  Counties  of  Madison 
&  St  Clair  to  compose  the  first  circuit  &  the  Hon"^  J.  B.  Thomas 
allotted  to  preside  therein — the  Counties  of  Randolph  &  Johnson  to 
compose  the  second  circuit  which  was  allotted  to  the  Hon""  Will 
Sprigg  &  the  Counties  of  Gallatin  &  Edwards  to  compose  the  third 
circuit  wherein  the  Hon"'*  Stanley  Griswold  was  allotted  to  preside — 

That  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  Hon"'  S.  Griswold  (of  which 
we  presume  you  will  be  officially  informed  ere  this  reaches  you)  we 
are  left  without  a  Judge  to  hold  a  Comt  in  our  Circuit,  in  asmuch 
as  neither  of  the  remaining  Judges  under  the  late  arrangements  can 
legally  hold  a  Court  out  of  the  Circuit  to  which  he  was  allotted 

Now  as  many  suits  are  at  issue  and  others  brought  in  our  Courts 
under  the  new  regulation  and  Courts  are  held  only  twice  a  year  in 
each  County  &  our  next  term  being  in  November  next — it  will  mani- 
festly appear  to  y'  Excellency  that  an  immediate  appointment  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  that  a  delay  of  Justice  which  comes  so 
seldom  may  be  prevented  a  greeveance  which  we  have  long  groaned 
under — 
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Therefore  we  most  respectfully  solicit  your  Excellency  to  fill  the 
vacancy  as  early  as  y"'  convenience  will  permit  in  order  that  we  may 
have  the  benefit  of  the  next  terms,  which  will  fall  on  the  first  &  second 
mondays  in  November  next — And  if  you  would  not  deem  us  over 
presumeing  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  Thomas  Towles  Esq'  of 
Henderson  K>'  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  this  important  office,  as  he  has 
been  a  successfull  practising  attorney  in  our  Courts  for  several  years — 
a  Gentleman  of  Strict  veracity  &  integrity  and  moral  deportment 
and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  his  appointment  would 
render  complete  satisfaction  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  Circuit  and  the 
people  of  the  Territory  generally. 

Tho'  Sloo  Register  of  the  Land  Office 

Leo""  White  U.  S.  Agent  Wabash  Saline  &  Late  a  Judge  of  the  Court 

of  Com"  Pleas 
Ephraim  Hubbard  Jr    Sherriff  Galitin  County 
Tho°  C  Brown    Attorney  Gen'  for  the  Eastern  district  of  Illinois 

Territory 
W.  C.  Vaught  Postmaster  Shawanoe  Town 
Thomas  E.  Craig    Judge  County  Court  G  C  111.  T. 
Joseph  M.  Street    Clerk  of  the  Gallatin  County  Court  &  Clk  of  the 

Circuit  Court  for  Gallatin  County. 
Ben'  Talbott   a  member  of  the  Legislative  Council  for  Gallatin  County 
Phillip  Tramell  a  member  of  the  legislature 
James  Ratcliffe  Post  Master  U.  S.  Saline 
Willis  Hargrave    Co'  4'"  Reg'  Illinois  Militia 
S.  R.  Campbell  Phill  Buckner 

Parm"  Redman  Hugh  B  Johnson 

David  Apperson  David  M"  Clintoc 

Ralph  Hall  Gabriel  Thomas 

H.  Oldham  James  Lee 

Isaac  Sibley  John  Barnes 

John  Hay  Charles  Cochran 

Jn"  Marshall  James  Melton 

John  Rohrer  Peter  C.  Seaton 

Nath  Sloo  Bassel  Alison 

J  L  S  Petty  W  G  Martin 

[Endorsed]  Sundry  Citizens  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  recommend 
Thomas  Towles  as  Judge  in  the  room  of  Judge  Griswold,  deceased. 
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ACTING  GOVERNOR  POPE  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 
[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Illinois  Territory  Kaskaskia  September  11 '"  1815 
Sir    Governor  Edwards  being  absent  from  the  Territory  I  think 
it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  Stanley  Griswold  Esquire  one  of  the 
United  States  Judges  of  this  Territory  departed  this  life  a  short  time 
since — 

The  people  of  the  section  of  the  Territory  over  which  he  presided 
I  believe  are  very  desirous  that  the  vacancy  may  be  promptly  filled — 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully  Sir  Yo.  Ob'  Serv' 

Nat  Pope 

[Endorsed\    Notice  of  death  of  Judge  Griswold.    1815 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

General  Land  Office    13'"  Septem'  1815 

Sir  Your  letters  of  25'"  ^^  &  29'"  of  August/'  &  of  4'"  Ins'  " 
have  been  received,  and  their  inclosures. 

I  will  procure  &  transmit  to  you  some  instnmients  for  platting 
agreeably  to  your  request. 

I  observe  you  have  directed  General  Rector  to  lay  off  a  ntunber  of 
ranges  &  to  run  the  exterior  boundary  lines  of  two  htmdred  townships 
in  the  Illinois  territory,  exclusive  of  the  military  bounty  lands;  it  was 
not  my  intention,  or  instruction  to  you,  to  make  this  contract  untill 
the  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  been  obtained,  I 
hope  however  and  believe  he  will  approve  that  it  has  been  made. 

Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  &  by  him  referred  to  me  with  directions  to  investigate 
the  facts.^ 

I  transmit  to  you  the  letter  in  hopes  that  you  may  be  able  to  dis- 
prove the  allegations  contained  it  it,  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  do 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed'  serv' 

J0SL4H  Meigs 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'    Surveyor  Gen'    Chillicothe. 


2»  Ante,  p.  208. 

2'  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v),  concerning  plans  and  progress  in  the 
surveying  of  lands  in  Missouri  Territory. 

"  Present  and  filed  under  date  of  Aug.  26,  1815. 
"  Notation  on  original:  "See  page  671". 
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ACTING  GOVERNOR  POPE  TO  AN  UNKNOWN  PERSON 
|NA:SD,  Applications ;ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Sept'  13'"  1815 

Sir  M'  Keane  this  evening  gave  me  to  read  a  letter  from  you  to 
him  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  a  Judge  vice  Judge  Griswold 
This  letter  I  returned  to  him  without  remark  I  am  disposed  to  treat 
you  with  candor — I  will  therefore  say  that  my  acquaintance  with  you 
is  too  superficial  to  justify  me  in  recommending  you  to  that  office — My 
partialities  however  are  in  your  favour — And  I  shall  be  pleased  to  hear 
of  your  success — 

I  have  no  one  to  recommend,  nor  do  I  think  that  I  shall  nominate 
any  I  have  informed  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  Vacancy  and  of 
the  people's  desire  to  have  the  appointment  speedily  made — 

I  hope  the  motives  that  induced  this  letter  will  not  be  mistaken  and 
that  they  will  be  duly  appreciated — 

Y"  Respectfully 

Nat  Pope 

[Endorsed]  Na'  Pope.  1815 


WILLIAM  P.  DUVAL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS1 

Bards  Town  Septr.  13'"  1815 
Dear  sir  I  have  been  informed  that  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Illi- 
nois Territory,  has  lately  departed  this  life,  permit  me  to  recommend 
to  you  M'  Jeptha  Hardin  who  has  for  some  time  resided  in  that 
Terry,  as  a  practicing  attoy  I  have  had  been  personally  acquainted 
with  this  Gen'°  for  six  or  eight  years,  and  I  have  no  doubt  he  would 
discharge  the  office  of  Judge  with  ability,  and  firmness.  He  is  a 
brother  to  the  Hon"  Benj"  Hardin,  the  mem-elect  for  this  district, 
who  is  a  man  of  considerable  talents  when  he  leaves  this  place  for  the 
City  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving  him  a  letter  of  introduction  to  you, 
I  am  with  high  respect  &  esteem  yours 

W"  P  Duval 
Hon"  Ja'  Monroe 

[Endorsed]  Jeptha  Hardin.     1815 


ANTHONY  THORNTON,  JR.,  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
tNA:SD,  Applications:ALSl 

Bourbon  County  Kentucky  5ep'  15'"  1815 
Dear  Sir,  The  time  which  has  elapsed  since  I  had  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  has  perhaps  made  you  forget  that  I  ever  was  among  the 
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number  of  your  acquaintances,  I  do  not  recollect  that  we  have  met 
since  the  year  1800  in  Washington;  a  vacancy  has  lately  happened  in 
the  Judiciary  Department  of  the  Territory  of  Indiana  [Illinois]  by 
the  Death  of  Judge  Griswold,  to  fill  which  I  am  informed  a  friend  of 
mine  will  be  recommended  from  the  Territory  M''  Thomas  Towles  a 
practitioner  at  the  Barr  of  Henderson  and  the  neighbouring  counties 
in  this  State  is  the  person,  from  your  situation  in  the  Department  of 
State  I  have  supposed  you  might  be  serviceable  to  him  and  that  from 
the  acquaintance  which  once  existed  between  you  and  myself,  I 
might  take  the  liberty  of  mentioning  him  to  you,  with  a  view  only  to 
befriend  him  as  far  as  your  confidence  in  my  representation  would 
warrant,  I  believe  I  am  justified  in  sajing  that  his  oppertunity  for 
acquiring  legal  information  has  been  favorable  and  that  his  standing 
at  the  barr  is  very  re[s]pectable,  his  good  intention,  industry  and  strict 
application  to  business  is  undoubted,  I  am  induced  to  hope  and  to 
believe  that  should  the  appointment  fall  on  him,  he  will  be  found  to 
be  a  correct  and  usefull  Officer;  I  hope  I  am  warranted  in  believing 
that  the  liberty  I  take  in  thus  addressing  you  will  not  be  considered 
as  imposing  too  much;  I  should  feele  extremely  happy  should  an 
opportunity  occur  at  a  renewal  of  our  former  acquaintance,  a  corre- 
spondence by  letter  would  be  quite  agreeable  to  me,  I  am  living  about 
four  miles  from  Paris  in  Bourbon  County  where  to  see  or  hear  from 
a  friend  would  at  all  times  be  highly  gratifjdng 

Yours  sincerely 

Anth°  Thornton  Jun' 

[Endorsed]  Thomas,  Towles  1815 


HENRY  P.  BRODNAX  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Kentucky  Maddisonville  16*"  Septem'  1815 
D"^  Sir  Having  been  informed  that  a  vacancy  has  recently  hap- 
pened in  the  Office  of  judge  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  by  the  death  of 
Judge  Griswold,  and  my  friend  Thomas  Towles,  at  the  instance  and 
solicitation  of  a  number  of  the  most  respectable  Citizens  of  that 
Territory  having  become  a  candidate  for  that  Office,  I  owe  it,  to  his 
merit,  to  join  my  suffrage  in  his  favour.  This  gentleman  has  prac- 
ticed law,  in  the  courts  composing  the  circuit  on  which  I  have  pre- 
sided, for  about  seven  years;  during  which  time  I've  had  the  best 
opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  his  merit,  both  as  a  gentle- 
man and  an  advocate,  and  do  Sir  under  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility 
I  incur,  assure  your  honour,  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  great  legal  knowl- 


218  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

edge,  as  well  as  considerable  literary  attainments — with  a  high  sense 
of  honor  &  strict  integrity;  and  in  my  Opinion  is  eminently  quallified 
to  discharge  the  high  and  important  duties  of  that  Office,  and  should 
he  be  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  the  appointment  of  judge  I  doubt  not 
but  that  he  will  discarge  the  duties  in  a  manner  highly  useful  to  his 
Country  &  Creditable  to  himself — 

Sir  I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  great  consideration  your  hum'' 
Ser» 

Henry  P.  Brodnax  *♦ 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
INA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

S»  Louis  Missouri  Territory  5ep*'  20. 1815 
Sir  The  Illinois  Territory  having  recently  had  the  misfortune  to 
loose  one  of  its  judges  by  the  death  of  judge  Griswold;  I  beg  leave 
most  respectfully  to  recommend  to  the  President  Colo  Samuel  M'Kee 
now  a  representative  in  Congress  from  Kentucky  as  a  very  proper 
person  to  fill  the  vacancy 

Long  as  I  have  known  &  highly  as  I  have  imiformly  esteemed  this 
gentleman,  it  can  hardly  be  supposed  that  I  could  add  any  thing  in 
his  favor  which  the  President  does  not  personally  know;  or  which  would 
not  necessarily  be  infered  from  his  standing  in  Kentucky;  except 
that  I  esteem  him  a  good  lawyer,  &  know  that  his  appointment  would 
be  very  satisfactory  to  the  Territory — I  do  not  however  suppose  that 
there  is  any  necessity  for  making  any  appointment  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  It  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  one  could  be 
made  in  time  to  hold  the  fall  courts  that  were  allotted  to  Judge 
Griswold.  &  there  are  none  others,  that  intervene  which  could  be 
held  by  his  successor  till  next  June. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Yr  Mo  Obd*  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honb'«  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State    Washington  City 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Clinton  Hill  Septem'  22"  1815— 
Sir— I  received  yours  of  the  22"  Ul'  "  on  the  15""  Ins'  and  shall 
endeavour  to  attend  strictly  to  the  additional  Instructions  therein 

"  The  above  letter  was  enclosed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Samuel  Hopkins, 
Sept.  25,  1815,  posl,  p.  223. 
^  Not  found. 
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given — It  has  been  my  intention  to  commence  the  work  you  mention, 
by  the  first  of  October;  but  as  yet,  I  have  heard  nothing  from  the 
depending  treaty  that  will  warrant  safety  by  that  time,  one  half  of 
the  Militia  in  our  County  are  now  out  on  the  frontier,  and  I  cannot 
yet  learn  whether  the  Rock  River  Indians,  and  some  others  on  the 
north  of  our  Territory  intend  to  treat  for  peace  or  not — The  Com- 
missioners appear  to  be  lengthning  out  the  time  but  I  fear  (from 
reports)  an  unfavourable  issue  as  it  respect  those  Indians  that  inhabit 
the  country  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the  Missisippi  River — 

Perhaps  a  guard  may  be  allowed  in  case  of  imminent  danger  if 
applied  for — Please  to  write  on  the  receipt  of  this  and  give  all  informa- 
tion in  your  knowledge  on  this  subject — 

I  am  Sir  Yours — Very  Respectfully 

John  Messinger 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq' 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq''  Surveyor  (Jen'  ChiUicothe — Ohio 
State—    [Postmarked]  J.  Messinger    P  M  Clinton  Hill— Free 

[Endorsed]  J.  Messinger  rec"  Oct  8  respecting  Indians  N  of  Illinois 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Gen'  L.  Office  22-"'  Sep'  1815 
Sir  By  accident  your  letter  of  14'"  Ap'  ^°  last  never  met  my  eye 
till  this  day;  will  it  not  be  almost  impracticable  to  survey  the  Islands 
in  the  Mississippi  which  are  attached  to  the  reserved  tract  &  designate 
them  as  a  part  of  certain  Townships  &  Ranges,  will  it  not  be  better 
to  designate  their  contents  as  lots  1.  2.  3  &c  in  the  Island  of  [blank]; 
if  so,  it  will  be  first  necessary  that  this  departure  from  the  usual  mode 
of  surveying  be  authorised  by  law 

I  will  thank  you  for  your  opinion  on  this  subject,  I  have  no  informa- 
tion relative  to  the  number,  figure  or  size  of  those  Islands.  My  letter 
of  23"  May  last  to  the  receiver,"  would  serve  as  a  reply  to  the  re- 
mainder of  your  letter  &  you  have  no  doubt  had  the  contents  of  mine 
communicated  to  you  by  him.^ 
I  am  &c 

M'  Jones  Esq'  Register  Kaskaskia. 


"  An  evident  error  for  Apr.  4,  ante,  p.  163. 

"  Ante,  p.  182. 

"  Answered  post,  p.  229. 
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JOHN  CALDWELL  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
INA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.iALSl 
Receiver's  Office  at  Shawnee  town  23"  September  1815. 

Sir  In  my  letter  of  the  6'"  inst.'*  I  had  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  1"  Ult° '"  but  indisposition  forced 
me  to  apologize  for  not  giving  the  desired  explanation  by  that  Mail. 

But  being  now  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office  without 
fatigue  I  have  considered  it  my  first  duty  to  address  you  on  that 
subject. 

As  the  explanation  grows  out  of  deductions  drawn  from  the  Pe- 
culiar situation  of  the  cases,  I  have  to  beg  leave  to  request  y'  atten- 
tion to  a  succinct,  and  correct  detail  of  the  circumstances  attending 
them. 

A  few  days  after  those  tracts  had  been  applied  for  the  Register 
informed  me,  that,  he  had  it  from  vmdoubed  authority,  the  entry 
of  Michael  Jones  included  a  promising  appearance  of  Salt,  and  those 
of  Street  &  Tannehill,  Wilkins  &  Taylor,  and  others  contained  valu- 
able lead  mines,  and  requested  my  advice  with  respect  to  the  course, 
which  ought  to  be  pursued,  I  remarked,  that  as  he  was  the  immediate 
Officer  of  the  Land  Office,  it  was  rather  his  duty  to  inform  the  Treasury 
Department  of  these  facts  without  delay,  in  order  that  the  will  of 
the  Government  might  be  known  before  the  expiration  of  the  Ninety 
days  until  which  time  I  would  delay  receiving  the  balance  of  the  first 
Instalment;  for  those  tracts,  having  been  Offered  at  Public  Sale, 
and  left  subject  to  entry  at  Private  Sale,  I  conceived  it  to  be  out  of 
our  power  to  controul  or  cancel  the  entries,  after  having  Permitted 
them  to  be  made. 

The  Register  immediately  addressed  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office,  apprizing  Him  of  those  facts,''  but  no  answer 
came  to  hand  until  yoiu-'s  of  the  10'"  of  April  last." 

Though  in  the  mean  time  the  Register  &  myself  informed  those 
Gentlemen  of  the  information  we  had  received  respecting  the  appear- 
ances of  Salt  &  Mineral,  on  the  tracts  which  they  had  entered,  shewed 
the  law  regulating  the  disposition  of  lands  thus  situated,  and  informed 
them  of  the  Register's  having  written  to  the  Treasury  Department 
a  Statement  of  those  facts,  which  I  presume  satisfied  the  Applicants, 
that,  those  tracts  would  not  be  holden,  inasmuch  as  a  previous 
knowledge  of  the  Salt  &  Mineral  appearances  could  be  easily  proven — 
for  the  ninetieth  day  was  suffered  to  expire,  without  a  tender  of  the 


-•  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  a  routine  letter. 
»  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
»'  ArUe,  p.  152. 
»>  Ante,  p.  168. 
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balance  of  the  first  Instalment,  when  pursuant  to  Law  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  forms  I  closed  the  Accompt  of  Deposits  by  debiting 
it  to  Accompt  of  Forfeitures,  stating  as  in  common  cases  those  de- 
posits forfeited  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  as  will  be  perceived 
from  a  view  of  my  return  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31.  March  1815. 

Now  when  your  letter  to  the  Register  of  the  10.  April  came  to 
hand  it  found  those  deposits  previously  diopoood  ©f  passed  to  the 
credit  of  the  United  States  in  the  manner  just  related,  a  circumstance, 
of  which  you  could  not  be  apprized,  as  my  returns  in  which  they  were 
embraced,  had  not  as  yet  been  transmitted 

In  consequence  of  being  so  situated  some  doubts  were  entertained, 
with  respect  to  the  proper  Account  to  charge,  when  the  same  was 
refunded  pursuant  to  your  instructions;  at  first  I  thought  of  debiting 
the  United  States  to  Accompt  of  Forfeitures,  and  this  Account 
to  Accompt  of  Deposits,  in  Order  to  place  this  later  Account  in  the 
situation  which  your  letter  anticipated — but  on  further  reflection, 
this  course  was  deemed  unnessessary,  seeing  the  United  S.  Account 
would  be  indirectly  lessened  the  amount  of  these  deposits,  which  de- 
termined me  to  charge  them  directly,  inasmuch  as  the  same  had  been 
paid  on  their  Order. 

Though  I  must  confess  a  review  of  your  letter  induced  me  to  doubt 
the  correctness  of  this  method,  to  the  extent  which  was  first  intended, 
for  Although  it  seemed  proper  As  the  U.  S.  had  rec"  credit  for  the 
amount  of  those  deposits,  that  they  should  be  charged,  when  the  same 
was  refunded  upon  their  Order;  Yet  it  appeared  improper  to  charge 
them  with  my  Commission  on  Monies  repaid  to  Fortuous  Applicants, 
therefore  the  charge  for  Commission  was  omitted  in  my  return  for 
the  quarter  ending  on  the  30.  June  last,  well  knowing  it  could  here- 
after be  allowed  in  case  the  United  States  were  considered  accountable, 
and  if  they  were  not  multiplicity  of  error  would  be  thereby  prevented. 

A  few  days  since  I  refunded  a  deposit  which  was  similarly  situated 
with  those  just  mentioned — but  considering  it  improper  to  charge 
the  United  States  with  my  Commission  &  the  amount  deposited,  I 
have  made  the  Applicant  accountable  by  debiting  The  U.  S.  To 
Sundries,  first  to  Cash,  for  the  amount  repaid  to  the  Individual  after 
deducting  Commission  thereon  at  1)^  P  Cent  &  then  to  Commission 
Accompt,  for  the  amount  retained  for  my  Commission;  which  sums 
together  make  the  amount  originally  deposited 

Should  the  last  method  meet  your  approbation  be  pleased  to  inform 
me  and  I  will  reverse  the  preceeding  entries,  obtain  formal  receipts 
for  Repayments  &  make  them  Similar  to  the  one  just  Stated,  or  alter 
them  in  any  way  you  may  please  to  direct. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  respectfully  Sir,  Obed*  Serv* 

Jn"  Caldwell 


222  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

[Addressed]  The  Hon*"'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City.  P  Mail  [Postmarked]  Receiver's 
Office  at  Shawneetown  23.  September  1815. 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  23  Sep'  1815  J  Caldwell,  explana"  of 
some  errors.    Ans"  O""  Octo' '" 


BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  September  24'"  1815 

Sir,  From  the  nimiber  of  applicants  that  I  have  already  heard  of 
to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Judge  Griswold  I  have 
no  doubt  that  several  recommendations  have  been  forwarded  to  you — 
and  believing  it  to  be  the  interest  of  this  Territory  that  an  appoint- 
ment should  not  be  made  with  too  much  precipitation  I  beg  leave  on 
behalf  of  my  constituents  to  solicit  a  suspension  of  an  appointment 
till  the  meeting  of  Congress  at  least — 

Among  the  candidates  that  I  have  heard  named  there  are  certainly 
several  that  are  neither  qualified  for  the  station  nor  wood  they  give 
general  satisfaction;  besides  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed  that  an 
appointment  will  be  made  in  time  to  hold  the  next  Court  which  is  in 
next  month — And  if  that  has  not,  nor  cannot  be  done,  no  material 
inconvenience  can  arise  from  a  further  delay  as  there  will  be  no  other 
Courts  which  could  be  held  by  Judge  Griswolds  successor  till  the  4'" 
Monday  in  June  next — 

The  additional  time  will  allow  an  oppertunity  for  a  better  selec- 
tion— and  the  importance  of  having  a  good  Court  where  it  is  the  last 
resort  of  the  Citizen  in  his  most  important  rights,  I  presume  no  man 
is  better  convinced  of  than  yourself;  and  I  do  not  know  any  subject 
whatever  that  gives  more  uneasiness  if  not  dissatisfaction  to  the 
Territories,  than  what  they  consider  the  want  of  sufficient  attention 
to  the  legal  qualifications  of  Gentlemen  selected  for  their  Judges- 
some  of  whome  had  not  even  made  the  science  of  the  Law  a  study — 

Acting  for  the  good  of  the  Territory  and  wholly  uninfluenced  by 
any  other  consideration  I  beg  leave  to  nominate  Col"  Samuel  M'Kee 
one  of  the  representatives  in  Congress  from  Kentucky  to  supply  the 
place  of  Judge  Griswold — and  as  he  is  well  known  to  the  President 
any  further  recommendation  from  me  is  wholly  unnecessary 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Sir  your  most  ob"'  Serv' 

B.  Stephenson 

••  Answered  post,  p.  225. 
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[Addressed]  The  Honorable,  James  Monroe  Sec''  of  State  Washington 
City  Free 

[Endorsed]  24'  Sep.  1815.  B.  Stephenson  recommends  Col"  M'Kee 
as  Judge  in  the  lUinois  Territory  B.  Stevenson  recommends  Col: 
M'Kee  as  Judge  of  Illinois  ter'y 


SAMUEL  HOPKINS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Henderson  K"  25'"  Sep*  1815. 

My  dear  sir.  in  the  envelope  which  Covers  ^*  this  are  some  further 
Testimonials  of  the  Merit  of  M'  Tho.  Towles,  who  is  a  candidate  to 
Supply  the  Vacancy  occasion'd  by  the  death  of  Judge  Griswold  in 
the  Illinois  Terr^.  having  in  a  former  Letter  said  all  that  I  can  say  of 
M'  Towles,  &  having  through  You  Given  the  President  my  Ideas  of 
M''  Towles  Qualifications  I  will  only  add,  that  since  the  date  of  that 
letter  I  have  Witness'd  the  Universal  approbation  of  the  People  of 
that  Territory  towards  M''  Towles. 

the  letter  from  Judge  Broadnax,''  who  Speaks  well  of  no  Man, 
without  he  is  perfectly  acquainted  with  him. — of  Cap'  M'^Cleane  " 
who  has  practis'd  Law  in  the  same  Courts  with  M''  Towles,  &  who  is 
now  Elected  to  Congress  in  my  place — are  Evidences  of  Merit  which 
I  presume  will  be  Satisfactory. 

I  anxiously  wait  your  answer  to  my  Letters  on  other  Subjects  & 
am  my  dear  sir  Sincerely  &  affectionately  Your  Friend 

Sam,'  Hopkins 

Col"  Monroe. 


WILLIAM  T.  BARRY  "  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

(NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Lexington  Kentucky  2""*  Oct'  1815 
His  Excellency  James  Madison 

Sir  M'  Griswold  one  of  the  Federal  Judges  of  the  Illionois  Terri- 
tory has  lately  died.  M""  Thomas  Towles  of  this  State  has  been 
recommended  as  a  suitable  person  to  fill  the  vacancy — Being  well 
assured  from  the  information  I  have  received  that  M'  Towles  is  well 


•*  Under  the  arrangement  of  the  papers  as  found  no  enclosures  are  present. 
At  least  two  letters,  however,  were  enclosed,  as  indicated  below. 

"  Ante,  p.  217. 

"  Ante,  p.  211. 

*'  A  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  Kentucky,  and  subsequently  Postmaster 
General  under  Jackson. 
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qualified  for  the  Office  and  that  he  is  a  gentleman  of  character  and 
merit  I  take  the  liberty  of  recommending  him  to  your  notice. 

With  esteem  your  Obd'  Ser', 

W.  T.  Barry 

[Endorsed]    1815  T.  Towles  recom"  W"  T.  Barry 


WILLIAM  T.  BARRY  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

(NA:SD,  Applications :ALS) 

Lexington  Kentucky  2'"'  Oct'  1815 
CoL°  James  Monroe 

Dear  Sir  The  death  of  Judge  Griswold  of  Illinois  Territory 
occasions  a  vacancy  to  fill  which  M'  Thomas  Towles  of  this  State  has 
been  recommended  as  a  suitable  person.  Well  assured  of  his  quali- 
fications and  merit  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  nameing  him  as  a  fit 
person  to  be  the  successor  of  M''  Griswold;  From  his  high  standing 
and  respectable  character  I  may  say  with  confidence  that  his  appoint- 
ment, will  be  highly  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  Territory,  and 
have  no  doubt  the  confidence  of  the  government  will  be  well  bestowed  " 

With  sentiments  of  great  regard  I  am  your  obdt.  sert. 

W.  T.  Barry 

[Endorsed]    W.»»  Towles  recom"  Thomas  Towles  1815  W"  T.  Barry 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Shawneetown  October  8'"  1815 
Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General 

Sir  I  Rece"  Your  letter  of  the  IS'"  of  September  by  last  Mail  « 
the  fractions  mentioned  By  the  Commissioner  of  the  general  land  as 
not  being  Surveyed  or  the  Quantity  not  being  correctly  assertained 
are  those  which  were  Made  fractions  by  the  town  of  Shawnee  the 
were  all  Calculated  by  Your  predecesor  Except  two  which  were  all 
that  were  Noticed  by  M'  Harris  the  Gentleman  who  Surveyed  the 
town  of  Shawnee  last  Season  one  of  those  Fractions  is  the  S,  W, 


"*  There  were  also  other  recommendations :  Francis  E.  Walker  was  recommended 
by  Thomas  Gholson,  of  Virginia,  Dec.  IB,  1815  (NA,  SD,  Applications) ;  and  James 
Fisk,  of  Vermont,  a  former  Congressman,  was  recommended  by  a  group  of  citi- 
zens of  Montpelier,  Vt.,  Oct.  21,  1815,  loc.  cit.  Judge  John  Griffin,  of  Michigan 
Territory,  took  the  occasion  to  seek  a  transfer  to  Illinois  Territory  in  two  letters 
dated  Oct.  21,  1815,  and  Jan.  1,  1816,  loc.  cit. 

"  A  clerk's  error. 

♦•  Not  found. 
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Comer  of  Sec*  6  Town  10,  R,  10  the  Other  is  a  part  of  the  N.  E  & 
N,  W,  quarters  of  Section  32  T.9  R  10  one  is  bounded  by  the  Town 
and  River  above  &  the  other  below  there  are  one  or  two  fractions 
more  that  aught  to  be  Examined  particularly  fractional  Section  26, 
T,  9,  R  9  out  of  which  their  was  a  preemption  Right  Sold  previous 
to  my  Receiveing  the  township  plats  and  a  part  of  that  preemption 
interferes  with  the  New  town  which  will  have  to  be  assertained  & 
I  presimie  a  Credit  given  on  the  last  payment  to  the  owne  for  the 
Defitiency  We  find  two  township  lines  between  town  9  &  Town  10 
that  is  likely  to  Create  a  great  Deal  of  Difficulty  one  lives  in  T,  9, 
the  other  in  town  10  one  Claims  to  one  line  &  the  other  to  the 
opposite  one— a  part  of  One  of  their  Improvements  is  between  the 
two  lines 

I  am  apprehensive  Sir  that  a  nimiber  of  Simelar  Errors  will  be 
Disscovered  this  Gave  Rise  to  my  application  to  the  late  Surveyor 
General  to  have  a  Surveyor  appointed  for  this  District  he  Concured 
with  me  in  Opinion  But  No  one  has  been  appointed  as  Yet  he  wrote  to 
me  on  the  Subject  Not  long  since  informing  me  that  the  Surveyor 
Greneral  would  make  such  an  appointment 

Permit  me  Sir  to  Recommend  as  a  Sutible  person  to  fill  that  office 
M'  Samuel  M'Clinton  a  gentleman  of  Respectabillity  &  as  well 
acquainted  with  the  Theoretical  &  practical  part  of  Survejdng  as 
any  man  in  the  western  Cuntry  this  gentleman  has  writen  in  the 
Registers  &  Receivers  Offices  Ever  Since  the  have  been  Opened — I 
herewith  Transmit  You  My  Returns  for  the  quarter  Ending  the  30'" 
Sep'  1815 

I  am  Sir  very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Tho"  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Shavmeetown 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq''  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe 
Ohio. 

[ETidorsed]  Tho°  Sloo  Register  at  Shawneetown  nominating  a 
Dist*  Surveyor  rec"*  no''  1815 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Gen'  L  Office  9'"  October  1815 

Sir     Your  letter  of  23'^  Ins'  has  been  received;  "  the  repayments  of 

Deposits  (made  on  tracts  having  Salt  Springs  &c)  charged  to  the  debit 

of  the  U  States  in  the  2°*  quarter  of  this  year  &  not  allowed,  will  be 

allowed  in  the  3'*  quarter,  therefore  alterations  in  your  books  wiU  be 

"  Error  for  ultimo;  ante,  p.  220. 
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unnecessary:  the  other  repayment  of  deposite  you  mention,  will  pass, 
but  in  future  when  similar  occurrences  happen,  by  debiting  acco'  of 
deposites  to  Cash  &  Commission,  instead  of  crediting  Cash  &  debiting 
U  S,  or  acco'  of  forfeitures,  the  deposite  account  (for  such  deposite) 
will  close  agreeably  to  the  forms  &  instructions. 
I  am  &c 

John  Caldwell  Esq'  Rec'  pub:  Monies    Shawneetown. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

(NA:WD,  SWDF,  E85:ALS] 

S'  Louis  Missouri  Territory  Oct'  9. 1815 
Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  an  address  from  the  Pottowotto- 
mies  of  Illinois  river  to  the  President;  which  I  received  about  four 
days  ago  accompanied  with  a  talk  to  myself  upon  the  same  subjects. 
I  have  long  anticipated  that  they  would  assert  a  claim  to  the  land 
mentioned  in  their  address  &  which  they  have  for  years  past  occupied 
as  their  principal  hunting  ground — and  nothing  but  the  indelicacy  of 
interfering  or  seeming  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  others,  has  re- 
strained me  from  suggesting  my  apprehensions  upon  that  subject — 

It  seems  however  to  be  now  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  some  adjust- 
ment of  the  difficulty  is  necessary  to  the  continuance  and  preservation 
of  peace  with  those  Indians — The  surveyors  employed  to  run  the 
military  land  in  Illinois  Territory  are  now  at  this  place;  and  to  guard 
as  far  as  possible  against  any  unpleasant  event^ — I  have  dispatched 
talks  to  the  Indians  calculated  (as  well  as  I  could  make  them)  to  induce 
them  to  suspend  all  opposition  to  the  Surveyors  untill  the  President's 
instructions  &  answer  can  be  received- 
Had  the  Surveyor  Gen'  felt  himself  authorised  to  have  ordered 
those  surveys  to  commence  at  a  point  on  the  Missisippi  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Salt  river,  I  think  it  probable  that  all  dispute  with  the 
Pottowottomies  would  have  been  avoided;  and  better  land  have  been 
obtained  for  the  soldiers — The  point  of  begining  here  mentioned  is 
about  fifty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Illinois;  and  even  there  the 
latter  river  approximates  the  Mississippi  so,  that  the  distance  between 
them  can  easily  be  walked  in  half  a  day. 

With  regard  to  the  annuities,  all  I  can  at  present  say,  is  that  if 
one  half  the  amount  was  delivered  at  Peoria  every  year,  a  more  just 
&  equal  distribution  would  take  place — 

On  the  subject  of  the  factory  I  shall  in  a  few  days  give  you  my 
objections  to  all  factories  *'  in  consequence  of  a  request  contained  in 

"  November,  1815  (NA,  SF,  14th  Cong.;  printed,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  u,  62- 
66). 
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a  letter  which  I  had  some  time  ago  the  honor  to  receive  from  you  *^ 
but  which  my  absence  from  home  has  put  it  out  of  my  power  to 
answer 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  Great  respt  Sir  Yr  Mo  Obd'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honble  Secy  of  War  Wash«  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honble  William  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 
Washington  City. 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  Missouri  Territory  9  Ocf  1815  Gov''  N. 
Edwards  Enclosing  a  talk  of  the  Pottowatomies  relative  to  the  Lands 
ceded  to  the  U.  S.  by  the  Sacks — Gives  his  Opinion — Does  not  think 
it  advisable  to  Establish  a  factory — hajf  of  the  Annuities  should  be 
sent  to  Fort  Peoria — Nov  1815  " 

[Enclosure] 

Message  to  the  President  by  the  Potawatomi  Chief 

[September  1,  1815] 
The  Pottawatamie  Chief  residing  on  the  Illinoise  river  To  the  President 

of  the  United  States 

As  delivered  at  Fort  Clark  by  Mac  ke  la  puc  ky  or  Black  Partridge 
on  the  first  day  of  September  1815 

Our  Great  Father  hear  us,  and  let  all  your  People  hear  us,  we  are 
about  to  talk  to  you,  not  from  the  mouth  but  from  the  heart, 

At  a  late  treaty  we  were  told  that  you  wished  to  become  our  friend, 
to  live  with  us  as  usual,  and  on  that  account  we  send  you  this  talk. 

We  wish  to  talk  to  you  about  three  things  all  of  great  Service  to 
the  Pottawattamies.  The  first  we  shall  talk  about  will  perhaps  be 
of  service  to  your  People  as  well  as  ours  as  it  may  keep  up  that  good 
understanding  which  you  say,  with  us,  you  are  anxious  to  Maintain 
between  the  Americans  and  Pottawattamies 

Great  Father,  when  below  attending  the  treaty  at  Portage  Descioux 
we  were  told  for  the  first  time  that  the  Sacks  at  a  treaty  held  some 
time  since  with  one  of  your  chiefs,  we  know  not  where,  and  without 
our  Knowledge,  sold  to  the  Americans  all  the  lands  or  chiefly  all 
lying  on  this  River  the  Principal  Hunting  ground  of  our  Nation  we 
then  intended  speaking  to  your  chiefs,  about  this  subject,  but  was 
told  all  things  heretofore  done  wrong  between  the  red  People  and 

"Aug.  17,  1815  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  enclosing  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  Mar.  2,  1815  {Annals,  13  Cong.,  3  sess.,  287-288),  requesting  the 
President  to  submit,  through  the  Secretary  of  War,  information  respecting  the 
management  of  the  Indians  and  their  trade,  and  that  the  Secretary  of  War  sub- 
mit his  opinion  relative  to  any  alterations  in  the  present  system. 

"  Cf.  post,  p.  237. 
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Americans  was  to  be  thrown  away,  and  a  new  begining  made  and 
Consequently  thought  this  matter  would  be  thrown  away  and  there- 
fore said  nothing  about  it.  But  on  returning  home  we  were  told  your 
People  would  shortly  be  ordered  by  you  to  survey  and  settle  on  our 
land  under  the  Purchase  from  the  Sacks  for  which  reasons  we  wish 
you  now  to  understand  that  no  Part  of  this  River  does  or  ever  did 
belong  to  the  Sacks  that  whatever  Sale  they  may  have  made  was 
wholly  unauthorised  and  hope  you  will  not  Permit  your  People  to 
settle  it  untill  enquiry  can  be  made,  where  you  will  surely  find  the 
right  in  the  Pottawattomies. 

You  have  always  said  you  did  not  wish  to  wrong  your  red  Childred, 
if  this  is  true  and  the  Sacks  have  sold  our  land  improperly;  and  One 
of  your  Chiefs  by  mismanagement  has  become  the  Purchaser;  we 
think  you  will  see  us  righted,  and  not  deprived  of  the  principal  hunt- 
ing ground  relied  on  for  the  Subsistance  of  ourselves  our  Women  and 
Children — 

Our  Great  Father  Here  us  again.  We  have  lately  been  told  that 
you  for  some  years  past  have  delivered  anuities  at  Fort  Wayne  for 
use  of  the  Pottawattamies  Nation  (generally)  we  knew  these  Annuities 
were  Promised  but  never  having  received  any  Part  of  them  or  even 
heard  the  delivery  talk"*  of  were  led  to  believe  your  Promise  had  not 
been  Complyed  with,  but  as  we  are  told  and  now  believe,  it  is  not 
the  wish  of  our  American  Father  to  wrong  us  out  of  any  Part  of  these 
annuities,  and  that  the  wrongs  done  us  therein  was  by  the  People  of 
our  own  Nation  together  with  the  Circumstances  of  our  living  at 
too  great  a  Distance  from  the  Place  of  delivery;  We  therefore  hope  that 
such  Part  of  those  Annuities  will  be  delivered  to  us  at  Fort  Clark 
as  our  Father  at  Kaskaskia  may  direct,  At  Present  we  are  not 
Numerous  on  this  River  being  few  more  in  Number  than  those  whose 
wishes  were  to  Support  a  Neutrality  during  the  late  war,  but  we 
shortly  expect  our  Settlement  will  give  from  five  to  seven  Hundred 
families — 

Our  Great  Father,  Poverty  makes  us  speak  to  you  now  therefore 
what  we  say  let  it  go  deep  into  your  heart  that  you  may  the  more 
readily  relieve  us;  Our  Women  and  Children  are  naked,  they  have 
Nothing  to  defend  themselves  from  the  Storm  or  to  cover  even  those 
Parts  which  our  sense  of  shame  has  always  directed  us  to  conceal. 

You  have  traders  among  us  its  true  but  from  the  extravagant 
I*rices  of  their  goods  we  are  unable  to  Purchase  any  thing  of  conse- 
quence Consequently  our  wants  cannot  be  relieved  without  your  aid 
which  we  hope  will  be  given  in  the  Establishment  of  a  Factory  at 
Fort  Clark, 

When  attending  the  treaty  at  Portage  Descieux  we  wished  to  agree 
with  yoxir  Chiefs  for  this  Establishment  but  were  told  they  had  not 
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the  Power  of  granting  it,  and  that  to  you  our  Application  must  be 
made. 

All  this  we  ask  of  our  great  Father  for  the  Purpose  of  Alleviating 
our  Sufferings  and  that  he  may  be  the  better  able  to  keep  the  Toma- 
hawk buried  between  his  red  Children  and  the  Americans — 

[Addressed]  Hon''  James  Madison  Washington  City  Dis'  of  Col- 
umbia 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  11'"  October  1815 

Sir,  Herewith  I  transmit  Accounts  of  Monies  received  and  Lands 
applied  for  during  the  last  quarter  ending  on  the  30'"  of  September 
1815  together  with  the  Receipts  granted  by  the  Receiver  during  the 
same  period.*' 

Your  Letter  of  22"*  Ult"  came  to  hand  by  this  days  mail  *' — In  re- 
lation to  the  Surveying  of  Islands  I  can  only  state  that  most  of  them 
(if  not  all)  are  already  surveyed  by  M''  Rector  in  the  usual  mode 
designated  as  parts  of  Townships  &  Ranges — This  mode  I  should 
suppose  too  the  most  safe  since  it  may  so  happen  that  the  Claim  of  an 
Individual  may  in  time  become  extinct — The  whole  quantity  pur- 
chased may  in  time  be  entirely  washed  away,  for  it  frequently  happens 
in  the  Mississippi  that  Islands  wear  at  the  upper  point  &  form  or  ex- 
tend at  the  lower  point — besides  Boundaries  established  on  the  Islands 
may  in  time  be  entirely  done  away  and  doubts  might  arise  what  were 
the  limits  as  originally  survey'd  and  what  might  be  considered  as 
Alluvian — for  it  may  so  happen  that  in  ten,  fifteen  or  twenty  years 
hence  the  same  Island  may  have  shifted  considerably — Some  doubts 
have  arisen  in  my  mind  what  should  be  considered  as  the  middle  of 
the  Mississippi  under  the  Act  of  the  27'"  February  1815,*'  I  supposed 
that  the  middle  of  the  Bed  between  the  main  margins  thereof  should 
be  considered  as  the  middle  of  the  River  altho'  an  Island  should  inter- 
vene— This  would  have  thrown  parts  of  some  of  the  Islands  into  the 
other  District — M"'  Rector  in  order  to  avoid  the  absurdity  of  dividing 
or  splitting  Islands  has  class'd  them,  and  those  nearest  to  this  Shore 
he  has  considered  as  belonging  to  this  District. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones  Reg' 

The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs 


"  Not  present. 
"  Ante,  p.  219. 
"  3  Stat.  218-219. 
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[Addressed]  The  Hon'"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  11  Octo  1815  M'  Jones  with  returns.     Islands 
in  Mississippi  have  been  surveyed.    Ans"  31  Octo'  ♦* 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  COX 

(NA:  PO,  P.M.  Letter  Book  T) 

Oct.  13.  1815 

Robert  Cox  Esq'  P.  M.  Beaucoup  ♦»  111.  Ter" 

From  representations  which  have  been  made  to  me  the  Post  Office 
which  you  keep  appears  to  be  wholly  unnecessary  there  being  but  one 
family  within  nearly  20  miles.  I  have  there  concluded  to  discontinue 
it  and  wish  you  to  return  the  key  of  mail  to  me  and  to  cease  acting  as 
postmaster  after  the  receipt  of  this. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  STAGE  McDONOUGH 

[NA:  PO,  P.M.  Letter  Book  T] 

Oct.  13.  1815 

M'  Stage  McDonald  Kaskaskia  111.  Ter. 

Your  account  is  credited  with  the  draft  on  M'  George  Robertson  for 
40  D.  returned.  I  have  concluded  to  discontinue  the  Post  Office  at 
Beaucoup  Creek,  the  mail  is  not  to  be  opened  there  hereafter. 

R.J.M 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:  GLO.SG.NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Clinton  Hill  20""  October  1815— 
Sir — M'  McDonald  arrived  with  me  last  evening  and  we  have 
agreed  to  start  for  the  Illinos  River  on  Monday  Next — I  have  found  it 
almost  impossible  to  get  hands  to  go  with  me,  the  danger  is  considered 
so  great — Mess"  Edwards  &  Stubs  have  been  with  me  12  days,  and 
have  not  got  their  hands  yet.  They  bro'  Three  with  them,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  add  any  to  that  number  since  they  arrived — I  am 
informed  from  good  Authority,  that  the  Pawtowatome  Chief  is  deter- 
mined to  oppose  the  ocupancy  of  the  Tract  we  are  bound  to  survey, 
by  any  white  people  for  the  present — Perhaps  Governor  Edwards 
may  have  written  to  You  on  the  subject — We  have  made  an  attempt 
to  obtain  a  guard  of  armed  men,  but  I  am  not  able  to  determine 


**  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  an  acknowledgment. 

*•  There  is  a  present-day  town  by  the  name  of  Beaucoup  in  Washington  County. 
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whether  we  shall  succeed  as  Yet,  I  am  some  in  hopes  that  Gen' 
Smith  has  written  to  Gen'  Jackson  on  the  subject — Gen'  Smith  is  not 
now  at  S'  Louis,  of  coiu-se  I  have  no  opportunity  to  make  any  further 
enquiry  at  present — The  tract  of  country  that  may  lie  East  of  the 
Meridian,  is  cnsidered  by  many  very  small — perhaps  not  more  than 
Contracted  for  by  Messrs  Edwards  &  Stubbs.  If  there  should  be  a 
small  ballance,  (and  we  can  survey  at  all)  If  you  think  proper  Sir — 
Messrs  Moores  Can  subdivide  such  remainder — 

I  write  in  haste  for  the  Mail  waits 

I  am  Sir  Vry  Respectfully,  Your  Obed'  Serv* 

John  Messinger 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'' 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  of  the  U.  States 
Chillicothe  Ohio  [Postmarked]  J  Messinger  P.M.  Clinton  Hill  Free 
misent  &  Forwarded  Cincinnati  8  Nov  1815 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskia  October  25»''  1815 
Sir,     Herewith  I  transmit  to  your  office  my  third  quarterly  account 
for  the  present  year,  and  an  account  of  monies  received  in  the  last 
month.""" 

Your  letter  of  the  28""  of  August  has  been  received."  My  reason 
for  having  debited  the  United  States  with  the  amount  of  the  Evidences 
of  confirmed  unlocated  claims  received  in  the  second  quarterly  account 
was,  that  it  would  compleat  the  great  mass  of  those  claims  and  as  the 
former  returns  had  been  forwarded  in  the  Same  way  I  supposed  that 
if  it  became  necessary  to  debit  the  Sales  of  Public  Land  with  their 
amount  it  would  be  less  troublesome  to  do  so  in  one  entry  at  the  close 
of  the  business  than  to  do  it  at  Several — I  was  induced  to  think  so 
the  more  on  account  of  there  not  being  a  Seperate  account  opened  in 
the  books  for  Evidences  of  Claims  received,  from  that  of  Cash,  and 
that  so  soon  as  the  Evidences  were  all  taken  in  that  a  general  debit 
could  be  made  to  sales  of  Public  Land  and  that  the  words  "Evidence 
of  Confirmed  unlocated  Claims  to  Land"  might  thereafter  be  entirely 
droped. — You  will  observe  that  your  instructions  for  a  seperate  account 
of  Evidences  of  Confirmed  unlocated  claims  received  should  be  opened 
in  the  books,  came  too  late  to  be  adopted,  the  business  having  pro- 
gressed so  far  that  it  could  not  be  opened  without  commencing  all 
anew — Should  you  however  deem  it  indispensibly  necessary  that  a 

"  Not  present. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
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debit  to  the  Sales  of  Public  Land  be  made  in  the  books  of  the  amount 
of  the  Evidences,  I  should  be  glad  to  receive  some  instructions  as  to 
the  manner  it  should  be  done.  No  claims  having  been  received  in 
the  3"  quarter  the  necessity  of  a  debit  did  not  arise. 

Upon  settling  the  accounts  in  the  books  at  the  end  of  the  second 
quarter  a  balance  was  stated  to  be  due  to  me  which  I  had  advanced 
beyond  the  amount  of  public  monies  subject  to  draughts  in  my  hands; 
This  Circumstance  arose  as  follows  At  the  time  of  taking  the  draught 
for  $10,000  on  the  paymaster  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  the 
2"*  of  May  last  I  had  a  sufficient  sum  of  public  monies  in  my  hands 
to  take  up  the  draught;  But  on  balancing  the  books  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter  it  was  found  that  such  an  immense  amount  of  the  Evi- 
dences of  claims  had  been  received  that  there  did  not  remain  a  suffi- 
cient amount  of  cash  to  pay  the  Commissions  of  the  Register  and 
myself  on  them  and  as  the  accounts  were  rendered  to  the  Treasury 
for  Settlement  the  Commissions  were  all  calculated  and  they  overran 
the  public  cash  on  hand.  In  drawing  up  the  accounts  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter  The  United  States  was  debited  to  amount  due  to  me 
merely  to  shew  the  amount  in  that  account  and  in  order  to  balance 
the  account  the  same  amount  was  credited.  But  on  reflection  I 
think  it  was  improper  to  have  carried  that  siun  either  to  the  debit  or 
credit  of  the  United  States,  because  it  was  also  stated  in  the  Accoimt 
of  Cash  and  Evidence  &c  &  I  also  think  it  was  improper  in  me  to 
have  paid  the  commissions  in  that  quarter  any  further  than  the  amount 
of  cash  subject  to  Treasury  Draughts  would  go — But  as  the  accounts 
have  been  so  rendered  I  have  concluded  that  unless  I  shall  be  other- 
wise instructed  I  shall  refund  to  myself  the  amount  of  the  advance, 
as  the  monies  are  here  after  received;  you  will  observe  that  $92.24 
has  been  so  applied  in  the  last  quarter. 

In  the  case  of  Joshua  Davis  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  3"  of 
August,"  a  repayment  will  have  to  be  made,  but  I  have  not  been  able 
as  yet  to  get  a  receipt  from  him,  I  have  therefore  deferred  making 
any  alteration  in  his  Accovmt. 

Much  trouble  and  difficulty  has  attended  the  receiving  of  Claims  in 
payments;  and  as  they  have  occasioned  considerable  Changes  in  the 
Accounts  from  the  Ordinary  forms  of  Land  Sales,  particularly  in  the 
General  accounts  which  in  fact  I  felt  much  at  a  loss  to  determine  how 
they  should  be  done,  I  hope  that  should  it  seem  that  there  are  any 
omissions  in  any  of  them  that  the  department  will  consider  the  novelty 
of  the  business  and  that  I  had  in  fact  little  or  no  precedents  that  could 
instruct  me  and  for  the  want  of  them  some  omissions  may  be  pointed 
out. 


«  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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The  sickness  in  my  family  which  rendered  a  temporary  removal  to 
a  country  residence  necessary  together  with  the  sickness  of  my  Clerks 
I  must  offer  to  you  as  an  apology  for  the  delay  of  my  quarterly  return 
herewith  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — 

The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  office     Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  25  Octo''  1815  S  Bond  with  returns — 
observations  on  his  errors    Ans""  23"  Nov'  '^ 


COMMISSION  OF  THOMAS  TOWLES  AS  JUDGE  '* 

[NA:SD,  Misc.  Temp.  Comms.,  I] 

[October  28,  1815] 
James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting: 

Know  Ye,  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the 
Wisdom,  Uprightness  and  Learning  of  Thomas  Towles  of  Kentucky, 
I  do  appoint  him  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Illinois  Territory; 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of 
that  Office  according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
States;  and  to  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  office,  with  all  the  powers, 
privileges  and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  appertaining  unto 
him  the  said  Thomas  Towles  until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  no  longer. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  Letters  to  be 

L.  s.    made  patent  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto 

affixed.    Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington 

the  Twenty  Eighth  day  of  October  A.  D.  1815;  and  of  the  Independence 

of  the  United  States  of  America  the  Fortieth." 

James  Madison, 
By  the  President, 
Ja'  Monroe  Sec^  of  State. 


"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

'*  A  recess  appointment. 

"  The  first  salary  payment  in  favor  of  Judge  Towles  was  for  the  period  from 
Oct.  28,  1815,  to  Jan.  27,  1816,  the  voucher  embodying  also  a  statement  of  J.  W. 
King,  a  clerk  in  the  Department  of  State,  Mar.  23,  1816,  that  "Thomas  Towles 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Illinois  Territory  Commission 
bearing  date  28"'  of  October  1815."    (GAO,  Misc.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  31,696  [1816].) 
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JOHN  Mcdonald  to  edward  tiffin 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Porttage  Des  Souix.  Messouri  T.  [October  29,  1815] 
D'  Sib,  We  have  at  length  arrived  this  far  on  our  way  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Illinois  river  &  I  hope  M'  Messenger  (who  is  now  with 
me)  will  commence  his  work  Tommorrow  from  all  that  I  can  learn 
respecting  the  courses  of  the  Mississippi  &  Illinois  rivers,  there  will 
not  be  near  Two  Millions  of  Acres  in  the  bounds  south  of  the  bass 
line,  and  I  believe  the  information  that  I  have  got  may  be  relied  on, 
for  a  number  of  the  men  who  were  imployed  in  Driving  beef  cattle 
up  the  Mississippi  to  fort  Johnson  have  returned  &  certify  that  the 
two  rivers  are  not  more  than  Ten  Miles  apart  Thirty  miles  North 
of  their  Junction,  if  that  should  be  the  case  we  shall  be  at  some  Loss 
to  know  whether  we  should  be  Justifiable  in  extending  our  line  so  as 
to  form  another  Tier  of  Townships  north  of  the  bass  line  To  include 
Two  Milions  of  acres,  however  I  think  that  it  wou'd  not  be  improper 
for  us  to  do  so,  and  should  there  not  be  a  sufficient  number  of  Town- 
ships in  the  present  Described  bounds  to  fill  the  present  contracts 
which  you  have  made  with  the  subdivider  I  shall  venture  on  Laying 
out  more  north  of  the  bass  line,  but  not  untill  I  return  to  S'  Louis 
and  wait  untill  I  rec"  your  approbation  &  instructions  so  to  do  or 
otherwise  if  there  is  any  more  to  be  subdivided  than  what  is  con- 
tracted for  in  the  Millitary  bounty  Lands  I  will  take  it  as  a  very 
great  favour  if  you  will  favour  my  son  James  M 'Donald  with  the 
Division  of  what  may  remain  as  we  have  been  at  considerable  expence 
in  procuring  hands  and  he  will  be  on  the  ground  provided  to  proceed 
immediately  to  the  completion  of  the  Same  which  will  be  of  special 
advantage  to  him  and  to  the  publick,  shou'd  you  think  proper  to 
confer  the  favoiu",  you  will  please  to  forward  blank  Duplicate  con- 
tracts with  instructions  which  shall  be  filled  in  presence  of  two  of  the 
first  chareters  in  S'  Louis  and  yours  returned  by  Mail  or  brought  by 
myself  when  I  make  my  return  of  the  survey  of  the  range  &  Town 
lines  without  any  expence  on  your  part,  in  this  way  M"^  Mansfield 
the  former  surveyor  Gen'  &  myself  have  made  contracts  which 
answered  every  purpose  and  dispenced  with  considerable  Labour  & 
expece  in  Traviling  to  &  from  your  Office — 

It  is  the  Opinion  of  far  the  Largest  &  portion  of  the  Inhabitants 
of  these  parts  that  we  shall  be  Obliged  to  desist  surveying  after  we 
have  made  a  begining  as  for  my  own  part  I  do  not  see  any  grounds  for 
that  Opinion  the  Sac's  &  Fox's  have  sent  their  principle  chiefs  five 
of  which  it  is  said  Gen'  Smith  have  detain'd  as  hostages  untill  arrange- 
ments shall  be  made  to  Treat  with  those  hostile  Tribes  the  Pottewat- 
temaes  have  some  some  frevolous  pretext  against  the  surveying  of 
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the  Lands  between  the  Mississippi  &  the  Illinois  rivers  in  consequence 
of  some  misunderstanding  in  their  ceeding  that  Tract  of  country  to 
the  United  States  and  it  is  said  their  principal  Chief  intends  to  forbid 
Our  proceeding  when  we  commence 

I  hope  these  reports  will  all  prove  evasive  and  that  we  shall  be  per- 
mitted to  forward  our  work  without  interruption 

I  am  Dear  sir  with  the  greatest  respect  Your  Most  Ob'  Hum'  Serv' 

John  M'=Donald 

29'"  Oct'  1815  Doer  EdW  Tiffin  Esq' 

P.  S.  The  boats  have  Just  return'd  from  fort  Johnson  &  say  that 
there  is  no  Danger  of  the  Indians  Being  Troublesome  you  please 
to  excuse  my  blunders  I  am  in  has'    J.  M'=D. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq.  Surveyor  Gen'  U.  S.  Chillicothe 
Ohio    [Postmarked]  S'  Louis  Nov.  13  37  1/2 

[Endorsed]  Jn"  M'=Donald  Oco'  29'"  1815  Portage  De  Souix 
respecting  Surveys  North  of  Illinois  River 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
[na:wd,  swdf,  m423:als  »«] 

General  Land-Office  Nov.  1,  1815.— 

Sir,  I  have  read,  and  with  this  return  the  Papers  I  had  the  honour 
to  receive  yesterday,  "for  perusal,  and  to  be  returned."  " 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  Illinois  and  Wabash  companies 
will  resume  their  efforts  to  obtain  from  the  United  States  a  confirmation 
of  their  Claims.'* 

The  following  Extract  from  the  Correspondence  of  Albert  Gallatin, 
Esquu-e  with  Judge  Thruston,  while  it  is  very  honourable  to  M' 
Gallatin,  suggests  perhaps,  the  idea  that  a  prompt  compliance  with 
the  apparently  reasonable  wishes  of  the  broken  tribe  of  the  Poto- 
watomies,  by  promising  them  a  small  annuity,  and  relieving  their 
present  distress  with  presents  of  useful  clothing,  may  be  of  great  use 
in  repelling  the  Claims  of  those  Companies,  or  in  diminishing  the 
value  of  the  terms  of  a  compromise  if  such  should  ever  be  made 

"New-York.  9.  Sept.  1810." 
"Buckner  Thruston  Esquire; 

"Knowing  the  avidity  with  which  the  perpetual  effort  to  plunder 
the  United  States  of  their  Lands,  is  piirsued,  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  improve 

"  The  official  copy  is  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
"  Not  present  and  not  identified. 

I"  See  Terr.  Papers  (N.W.),  II,  115,  445,  HI,  491;  ibid.  (Ind.),  vil,  53-54,  64  n., 
126  n.,  220,  312,  406,  445. 
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this  opportunity  of  bringing  into  view  all  the  important  documents  and 
such  information  as  my  situation  and  experience  have  enabled  me  to 
obtain,  in  order  that,  whenever  an  improper  attempt  is  made,  it  may 
be  understood  and  repelled  by  Congress — I  fear,  otherwise,  that,  after 
I  am  gone,  undue  advantage  may  be  taken  of  the  Public  in  a  great 
many  instances,  and  that  the  Labour  of  Years  in  defending  the 
Public  Rights,  without  regard  to  personal  consequences,  may  be 
rendered  altogether  useless. — And  I  have  paid  a  sufficiently  dear 
price  for  my  conduct  in  that  respect,  and  in  other  subjects  of  a  similar 
nature,  to  make  me  extremely  desirous,  that,  be  the  result  to  myself 
what  it  may,  the  Public,  at  least,  should  enjoy,  hereafter,  the  full 
benefit  of  my  exertions." 

"A.  Gallatin" 

Considering  that  there  is  a  very  respectable  Military  Force  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Land  to  be  surveyed,  I  apprehend  that  the  Surveyers 
may  proceed  in  their  work  with  no  more  danger  than  has  often  been 
encountered  in  similar  cases.— 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  respectfully  Yours. 

JosiAH  Meigs. 

The  President  of  the  United-States. 

[Addressed]  The  President  of  the  United  States. 

[Endorsed]  Land  Office,  Nov.  1.  1815.  Josiah  Meigs — returns  some 
papers  which  had  been  sent  to  him  for  perusal — Believes  that  the 
Illinois  &  Wabash  land  companies  will  resume  their  efforts  to  obtain 
a  confirmation  of  their  Claims — Gives  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  M"' 
Gallatin  on  that  subject — Thinks  the  Surveyors  may  proceed  in  their 
work  without  any  extraordinary  danger.    Nov.  1815. 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.rALS) 

Shawneetown  A^or"  4'"  1815 
Sir,  An  application  has  been  made  to  me  by  Johnathan  Taylor 
One  of  the  late  Lessees  of  the  Wabash  Saline  for  permission  to  serch 
for  water  within  the  boundary  of  Reserve  for  the  Old  Saline  I  in- 
formed M'  Taylor  that  I  was  not  Empowered  to  Grant  any  permission 
within  the  Boundary  of  the  Saline  that  the  Application  must  be  made 
to  Gov"'  Edwards  who  was  the  Controuling  Agent,  or  the  Treasury 
Department 

At  the  Request  of  M'  Taylor  I  now  State  to  you  the  Object  he  has 
in  View,  as  follows  "That  he  may  be  permitted  to  Exsplore  for  Salt 
water  on  the  tract  of  land  reserved  for  the  Wabash  Saline  so  as  not 
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to  interfere  with  the  present  Discovered  water  or  the  Lease  of  John 
Bate.  And  Should  he  Taylor  Discover  water  of  a  Quality  to  Justify 
the  Working  he  would  Exspect  a  preference  in  a  lease  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  use  of  the  Salt  water  he  may  so  discover  if  he  fails  their 
is  to  be  no  Charge  to  the  Government  of  any  kind  whatever,  That  his 
Experiments  shall  in  no  manner  interfere  with  the  Lease  now  Existing" 
M'  Taylor  is  a  man  of  Enterprise  and  perserverance  as  far  as  I  know, 

He  has  Requested  me  to  Refer  you  to  Coll"  James  Morrison  for  his 
his  standing  who  was  one  of  his  former  associates  in  Leassing  the 
Saline  from  the  Government 

M"'  John  Bate  is  now  at  the  City  and  no  Doubt  has  waited  on  you 
previous  to  this,  how  far  or  in  what  way  a  Lease  to  M'  Taylor  would 
affect  the  contract  Between  The  United  States  &  John  Bate  I  am 
unable  to  say,  not  having  seen  that  Lease  If  my  memory  Serves  me 
M'  Bate  is  imder  the  Impression  that  his  Lease  Embraces  all  the  water 
within  the  Saline  Boundary, 

I  think  sir  it  is  of  importance  to  the  United  States  and  the  parties 
Concerned  to  have  the  Question  Settled 

I  have  had  a  Simular  Application  to  that  of  M'  Taylors  from  a  M' 
Francis  Leach 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectf  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Tho=  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq''  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq"'  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  4  Nov  1815  Thomas  Sloo  has  appli- 
cations to  search  for  Salt  water  in  the  Wabash  Reserva"  Ans"  20"^ 
Nov'  M 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  6'"  Novem'  1815. 
NiNIAN  Edwards  Gov'  of  the  IIP  Territory— 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  [blank]  ult"  has  been  received  '"  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  President.  It  is  not  deemed  advisable  to  give  any 
additional  instructions  to  the  surveyors,  but  it  is  expected  that  they 
will  continue  their  surveys  in  pursuance  of  the  instructions  which  they 

"  Post,  p.  247. 

*•  Presumably  that  printed  anU,  p.  226. 
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have  received.  Gen'  Smith  has  orders  to  furnish  a  guard  to  protect 
them,  should  one  be  deemed  necessary. 

As  a  band  of  the  Potawatamie  nation  have  been  in  the  habit  of 
hunting  on  the  lands  directed  to  be  laid  off,  between  the  Mississippi 
and  Illinois  rivers,  to  satisfy  the  bounties  due  to  soldiers  of  the  late 
army,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  always  disposed,  not  only 
to  do  justice  to  the  Indians,  but  to  extend  to  them  on  all  propw  occa- 
sions the  liberality  of  the  goverment,  has  directed  me  to  authorize  you, 
to  pre.sent  to  this  band  of  the  Potawatamies,  two  thousand  dollars 
worth  of  goods,  as  a  compensation  for  any  inconveniences  they  may 
experience,  by  being  deprived  of  any  part  of  the  grounds  on  which 
they  had  been  accustomed  to  hunt.  Their  claim  to  the  lands,  in 
question,  must  not  be  recognized:  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in  whom  the 
title  was,  having  ceded  it  to  the  United  States,  by  the  treaty  of  the 
3"  of  Novem'  1804. 

The  agent  of  the  superintendent  gen'  of  Indian  Affairs,  now  at  St. 
Louis,  has  orders  to  furnish  you  with  the  goods. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  THOMAS  A.  SMITH 
(NA:OIA,  SW.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  6'"  Novem'  1815. 
B'  Gen:  Thomas  A.  Smith,  St.  Louis. 

Sir,  Governor  Edwards  having  represented  to  this  department, 
that  some  symptoms  of  dissatisfaction  had  been  manifested  by  the 
Potawatamies,  in  consequence  of  the  surveys  that  were  ordered 
between  the  Illinois  and  the  Mississippi  for  the  soldiers  bounty  lands; 
you  are  requested,  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessary,  to  furnish 
a  competent  guard  for  the  protection  of  the  surveyors,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  complete  the  surveys  which  have  been  ordered.  You  will, 
also,  whenever  called  on  by  the  governors  of  any  of  the  territories, 
remove  by  military  force,  all  such  persons  as  are  found  tresspassing  on 
the  lands  of  the  Indians,  or  on  those  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


WILLIAM  H.  BRADSBY  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
1NA:GL0,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  ViALS) 

Illinois  Territory  Nov''  6'"  1815 
Sir    I  was  requested  by  M'  Messenger  to  answer  your  letter  of  the 
8"  of  October  "  as  M"'  Messenger  was  gone  to  the  woods  and  could 
not  answer  it  himself — 

•»  Not  found. 
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M"'  Messenger  left  home  to  commence  the  Contract  that  he  had 
made  in  the  miHtary  Tract  in  company  with  the  M"  Moors  on  the  24*" 
of  October  and  if  he  had  no  bad  luck  would  commence  the  Meridian 
about  the  28""  of  October — which  was  as  soon  as  Surveying  Could  be 
done  with  any  kind  of  ease  or  accuracy  in  that  Country  as  I  am  partic- 
ularly acquainted  with  the  most  of  that  Country  it  is  so  covered  with 
sedge  grass  and  under  groth  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  run  a  line 
with  any  kind  of  exactness  untill  the  frost  kills  the  grass  and  leaves — 
M''  Stubs  &  M'  Edward  past  on  a  few  days  after  M'  Messenger — to 
commence  as  soon  as  their  work  was  ready  for  them— they  expected 
to  meet  M'  M'^Donald  at  the  confluance  of  the  Missisippi  &  Illinois 
and  a  number  of  other  surveyors 

I  am  in  hast  Yours  &c 

W"  H.  Bradsby. — 

[Addressed]  Gen'  Edward  Tiffin  Chillicothe  Ohio  [Postmarked] 
Clinton  Hill  [MS.  torn]  Nov'  1815    J  Messenger  P  Master    Free 

[Endorsed]  M'  Messengers  friend  Nov''  1815.  informs  that  M' 
Messenger  &  others  have  gon  to  Surveying  N  of  Illinois 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS  "] 

Kaskaskia  Nov'  14'"  1815 

Sir,  From  the  letter  of  M'  Tiffin  of  the  10'"  Aug"  1814  »<  we  have 
taken  up  the  idea,  that  the  Office  for  the  Sale  of  public  land  will  be 
opened  so  soon  as  it  may  be  found  consistent  with  the  state  of  our 
Country.  We  therefore  presume  to  represent  to  you,  that  in  our 
opinion,  the  office  might  with  safety  be  opened  for  the  sale  of  all  the 
unappropriated  land,  now  survey'd  within  this  District,  on  the  15'" 
of  May  next.  The  Pre-emptioners  under  the  several  Acts  of  Congress, 
are  required  to  make  their  entries  on  or  before  the  1"  of  May  next, 
except  those  living  without  the  reserved  Tract,  who  under  the  Act 
of  5'"  Feb''  1813,"  may  make  their  entries  any  time  two  weeks  pre- 
vious to  the  sales — Those  living  on  Fractions;  and  in  favor  of  whom 
we  formerly  suggested  a  provision  by  law,  may  also  be  required  to 
make  their  entries  within  the  same  time. 

M'  Barcroft  has  just  return'd  from  Chillicothe  &  ijiforms  us  that 
the  connected  plat  of  this  District  as  far  North  as  Township  N°  6 
north  is  nearly  completed,  &  will  be  forwarded  by  the  Surveyor 
General  in  a  few  weeks. 


"  In  Jones's  hand. 

'*  Ante,  p.  15. 

w  2  Stat.  797-798. 
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We  can  see  no  obstacle  that  would  forbid  the  sale  of  Lands  after 
the  15'"  of  May  next — On  the  contrary  we  conceive  that  the  Settle- 
ments in  the  Southern  division  of  this  District,  ought  to  be  accel- 
erated— in  its  present  unsettled  state,  it  affords  a  safe  pass  for  the 
Southern  &  Northern  Indians  who  are  constantly  carrying  on  a  com- 
munication through  this  tract  of  Country;  and  often  commit  depre- 
dations on  the  scattered  &  insolated  inhabitants. 

Indeed  we  view  the  measvu^  as  dictated  by  individual  interest 
and  national  policy^ — to  connect  the  Settlements  &  increase  the 
physical  force  of  this  District,  as  far  north  as  the  present  Settlements 
extend,  would  facilitate  the  intercourse  between  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, &  the  Eastern  Country  and  in  the  event  of  a  future  rupture 
with  our  Savage  neighbors,  the  means  of  prompt  &  efficient  defence 
will  be  afforded.  Besides,  should  the  Office  not  be  shortly  opened  it 
will  be  difficult  to  restrain  intrusions  on  the  public  lands. 

We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  most  Ob'  Serv" 

Mich  '  Jones  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Hon*"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office    Washington    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskas:  14  Nov  1815  Regis'  &  Receiv'  recommend 
public  sales.    Ans"  5  dec'  "* 


EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v:ALS] 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  November  18'"  1815 
Sir.  We  have  at  length  got  through  nearly  the  whole  of  the  very 
troublesome  district  of  Kaskaskia — The  deputy  Surveyor  Gen' 
Rector  who  had  been  appointed  to  do  the  sur\'eying  there,  urged  as 
his  apology  for  the  delay  which  has  taken  place  and  want  of  uniformity 
in  executing  the  private  surveys  as  well  as  deficiency  in  his  field  notes — 
That  the  business  was  gon  into  prematurely  and  before  the  country 
was  laid  off  into  Ranges  and  townships — That  he  was  subjected  to 
the  directions  of  different  Boards  of  Commissioners  to  ascertain  the 
claims  of  Individuals;  That  the  confirmations  of  the  Governors  of 
the  Northwestern  and  Indiana  Territories  having  been  re-examined 
by  a  subsequent  Board  of  Commissioners,  many  claims  formerly 
confirmed  &  surveyed  were  rejected,  while  others  were  curtailed  in 
quantity  and  altered  in  location — that  his  assistants  were  frequently 

«•  PoBl.  p.  256. 
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drove  in  by  the  Indians  which  subjected  Him  to  serious  evils  and 
embarrassments  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 

When  he  arrived  here  (with  to  use  his  own  expression  a  Pack  horse 
load  of  papers)  I  was  oblidged  to  retain  him  several  weeks  in  the  early 
part  of  the  summer,  and  his  principal  assistant  M"'  Elias  Barcroft  for 
three  months  to  afford  their  aid  in  the  examination  of  his  numerous 
field  notes  which  were  very  deficient  (from  the  causes  assigned)  and 
in  making  the  calculations  of  the  numerous  fractional  quarter  Sec- 
tions of  the  public  lands — It  appeared  that  General  Mansfield  who 
contracted  with  General  Rector  in  September  1810  to  do  this  work, 
could  not  possably  forsee  all  the  difficulties  attendant  upon  its  exe- 
cution; and  therefore  only  contracted  in  the  usual  way,  and  indeed 
only  had  bound  the  Deputy  to  return  one  plat  &  Description  of  each 
township,  which  from  the  very  nature  of  the  work  was  very  incom- 
ple,  so  than  an  immense  load  of  laboiu*  devolved  upon  this  Office, 
we  have  however  by  patient  and  unremitting  industry  (never  ex- 
ceeded) made  out  both  for  the  General  Land  Office  and  for  the  district 
Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia,  plats  of  fifty  two  Townships  with  all  the 
private  claims  laid  down  upon  them  and  a  connected  plat  of  the 
whole  district,  as  well  as  descriptions  of  them  for  both  Offices,  which 
are  still  somewhat  deficient  oweing  to  the  Deputies  not  estabhshing 
comers  at  the  intersection  of  the  lines  of  the  private  surveys  with  the 
sectional  lines. 

There  are  a  few  townships  which  we  were  oblidged  to  make  M"'  Bar- 
croft take  back  again  to  comple,  and  which  we  expect  to  have  finished 
soon.     Viz — 

Township  N"  9  South  in  Range  N"  3  West  and  Township  N°  10 
South  in  range  N°  3  West — because  big  muddy  river  had  not  been 
meandered  Township  N°  2  South  in  Range  N°  7  West,  because  the 
Kaskaskia  river  had  not  been  meandered,  and  because  that  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  sectional  lines  with  the  Range  line  on  the  west  side 
of  the  township,  the  distances  north  or  south  from  the  old  comers  on 
the  range  line  were  not  noted.  In  Township  N°  6  South  in  Range  N° 
7  West  there  are  several  private  claims  which  had  been  rejected, 
through  which  the  sectional  line  had  not  been  extended;  some  of  the 
surveys  made  under  Governors  confirmations  have  been  curtailed  by 
the  late  Board  of  Commiss"  and  will  have  to  be  re-surveyed,  and  the 
sectional  lines  extended  to  them,  and  a  small  part  of  the  Kaskaskia 
river  is  yet  to  be  meandered  on  the  east  side. 

In  Township  N°  6  South  in  Range  N"  8  West,  there  are  also  some 
rejected  claims  through  which  the  sectional  lines  have  not  been  ex- 
tended, and  a  part  of  the  Kaskaskia  River  not  meandered  on  the  east 
side. 
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In  Township  N"  1  North  and  N"  1  South  in  Range  N"  10  West, 
there  are  some  rejected  claims,  through  which  the  sectional  lines  have 
not  yet  been  extended. 

In  Township  N°  16  South,  in  Range  N°  2  West,  the  private  claims 
could  not  be  laid  down  on  the  plat,  owing  to  a  great  error  in  the  calls 
of  one  of  them  which  affects  the  location  of  the  other  surveys  adjoin- 
ing it. 

Township  N°  4  South,  in  Range  N"  5  West  has  not  yet  been  sub- 
divided. 

Townships  N°  3  &  4  North  in  Range  N°  7  and  Township  N°  4 
South  in  Range  N°  9  West  are  also  to  be  completed  before  we  can 
receive  and  make  return  of  them. 

The  other  Townships  are  now  returned  as  per  list  annexed,  and  it 
will  be  observed,  that  in  general,  at  the  comers  established  at  the  in- 
tersection of  sectional  lines  and  lines  of  private  surveys  the  courses  of 
the  bearing  trees  are  taken  by  the  true  meridian,  while  at  the  comers 
of  those  surveys  which  are  comers  of  fractional  sections  the  courses  of 
the  bearing  trees  are  taken  by  the  magnetic  meridian,  whenever  they 
vary  from  this  rule,  it  is  noted  on  the  discription  in  the  first  column 
by  the  letter  "t"  for  true  meridian,  and  the  letter  "m"  for  magnetic 
meridian  in  red  ink — the  variation  of  the  magnetic  from  the  true 
meridian  by  which  the  surveys  in  this  district  have  in  general  been 
made  is  8°25'  East;  but  some  of  the  private  surveys  have  been  made, 
and  some  setional  lines  run  with  a  different  variation,  these  however 
will  be  noted  on  the  description  of  the  townships  where  those  surveys 
have  been  made. 

On  the  plats  the  comer  of  private  surveys  that  are  comers  of  frac- 
tional sections;  and  the  comers  at  the  intersection  of  the  Sectional 
lines  with  the  lines  of  the  surveys,  are  numbered  with  red  ink,  the  inter- 
section of  sectional  lines  with  the  lines  of  surveys  on  the  north,  and 
west  sides  of  each  section,  together  with  all  the  comers  of  surveys 
within  that  section  are  numbered  seperately,  begining  at  N°  1  and  so 
referred  to  in  the  descriptions  accompanying  the  plat,  this  is  done  for 
a  more  easy  reference. 

On  some  of  the  Township  plats  the  contents  of  small  fractions  are 
set  down  in  tables  attached  to  the  plats,  and  refered  to  in  them  by 
numbers  in  red  ink,  these  numbers  will  readily  be  distinguished  from 
the  numbers  of  the  corners  of  private  surveys  and  the  intersection  of 
their  lines  with  sectional  lines,  the  latter  having  lines  (also  in  red  ink) 
drawn  from  them  to  the  corners  or  Intersections  to  which  they  are 
designed  to  refer. 

Table  of  reference  for  the  private  Surveys  are  also  attached  to  the 
plats,  and  refer  to  the  surveys  on  the  plats  by  the  numbers  thereof  in 
the  first  column. 
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On  the  Township  plats  the  surveys  of  the  several  kinds  of  claims  are 
distinguished  by  shading  or  colouring,  to  wit, 

The  Surveys  of  claims  under  "Antient  French  grants"  are  shaded 
with,  red. 

The  Surveys  of  claims  under  "Antient  Brittish  grants"  are  shaded 
with,  blue. 

The  Surveys  of  claims  under  "Donations  to  heads  of  families"  and 
"Donations  to  persons  who  have  improved  &""  are  shaded  with. 
Orange. 

The  Surveys  of  "Militia  donations"  are  shaded  with,  green. 

The  reservation  to  "Kaskaskia  Indians"  are  shaded  with,  purple 

The  rejected  claims  are  distinguished  by  dotted  lines  and  numbered 
in  red  ink. 

You  will  also  please  to  observe,  that  the  following  plats  of  Townships 
with  their  descriptions  were  returned  to  your  Office  some  time  ago 
they  are  generally  lying  on  the  river,  and  either  had  private  claims 
which  were  not  then  laid  down  in  them,  or  had  Islands  opposite,  and 
which  were  not  then  surveyed,  consequently  they  were  incomplete 
and  the  calculations  incorrect.  The  plats  are  now  returned  with  the 
private  claims  laid  down,  and  the  Islands  surveyed — The  former  plats 
may  therefore  be  cancelled.  But  the  descriptions  may  be  preserved, 
and  the  supplemental  Descriptions  annexed  to  such  of  them  as  had 
private  claims  in  them    Viz 

Township  N"  7  S  Range  N°  3  Township  N"  8  S  Range  N°  5 

West  of  the  S^-"  Meridian  Township  N"  9  S  Range  N°  5 

Township  N°  11  S  Range  N°  3  Township  N"  2  S  Range  N"  6 

Township  N°  15  S  Range  N"  3  Township  N°  6  S  Range  N°  6 

Township  N°  16  S  Range  N"  3  Township  N"  7  S  Range  N°  6 

Township  N"  9  S  Range  N"  4  Township  N"  8  S  Range  N°  6 
Township  N°  10  S  Range  N°  4  and 

Township  N"  11  S  Range  N"  4  Township  N°  2  N  Range  N°  5 

Anexed  or  inclosed  is  a  list  of  the  Township  plats  &  discriptions 
which  are  now  forwarded,  and  a  connected  plat  of  the  Kaskaskia  dis- 
trict in  two  sheets  which  may  be  joined  together  in  your  Office — 
Similar  plats  descriptions  &  connected  plat  are  also  to  day  forwarded 
to  Kaskaskia. 

with  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Serv' 

Edward  Tiffin 

Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commiss'  G  L  Office  Washington 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City.  [Postmarked]  Chillicothe  Ohio, 
Nov.  20    Free 
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[Endorsed]    Chillicothe    18  Nov'  18l5    E""  Tiffin  Surv'  Gen'  with 
plats  &  connected  plat  of  Kaskaskia    Ans"  29  Nov''  " 


JUDGES  SPRIGG  AND  THOMAS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

STATE 

(NA:SD,  111.  Terr.  Papers:ALSl 

Kaskaskias  Noif  19.  1815 
Sir  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  Solicit  the  attention  of  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  late  act  of  Congress  "regulating  &  defining  the  Duties  of 
the  United  States'  Judges  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois"  **  and  to  sug- 
gest that  Commissions  dated  Subsequent  to  the  Act  would  confer  a 
more  clear  and  unquestionable  authority  to  hold  the  Circuit  Courts 
established  by  it  than  those  which  emanated  antecedent  to  the 
existence  of  those  Courts — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  Most  respectfully  Your  Obt  Svt 

William  Sprigg 

Hon"'"  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States 

P.S.  I  take  the  liberty  of  remarking  that  although  I  have  held 
and  shall  continue  to  hold  the  Circuit  Courts  under  my  present  com- 
mission not  doubting  my  Authority  to  do  so.  Yet  as  Judge  Sprigg 
entertains  some  doubts  on  the  Subject  it  would  be  desirable  to  have 
those  doubts  removed 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Most  obt  Serv'  " 

J.  B.  Thomas 

[Addressed]  Hon*''"  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  U.  S  Wash- 
ington City 

[Endorsed]  Judge  Sprigg  Nov'  19,  '15 

•'  NA  (GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v),  an  acknowledgment. 
«  Ante,  p.  139. 

"  Judge  Thomas  signed  the  postscript,  which  postscript  is  in  Judge  Sprigg's 
hand. 
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PART  SIX 

COMMISSION  OF  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  ' 

[NA:SD,  Misc.  Temp.  Comms.,  l] 

[November  20,  1815] 
James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting: 

Know  ye.  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the  Patri- 
otism, Integrity  and  Abilities  of  NiNiAN  Edwards,  of  Kentucky,  I  do 
appoint  him  Governor  in  and  over  the  Illinois  Territory;  and  do 
authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
Office  according  to  law;  and  to  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  Office  with 
all  the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right  apper- 
taining until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  and  no  longer,  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States  for 
the  time  being  should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and  determine 
this  Commission. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  Letters  to  be 
L.s.    made  patent,  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  here- 
unto affixed.     Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington the  Twentieth  day  of  November,  a.d.  1815;  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  of  America  the  Fortieth. 

James  Madison, 
By  the  President, 
Ja"  Monroe  Sec  of  State. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  L  Office  20  Nov'  1815 
Sir    Your  returns  for  last  month  &  two  final  certificates  have  been 
received,  also  your  letter  of  4*"  Ins'  ^  relative  to  the  application  of 
Jonathan  Taylor  for  permission  to  search  for  salt  Water  within  the 
reservation  for  the  use  of  the  Wabash  Saline 


'  a  recess  appointment. 
J  Ante,  p.  236. 
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I  am  not  sixre  that  the  Lease  of  the  Wabash  saline  '  precludes  the 
U  States  from  leasing  other  parts  of  the  lands  reserved,  for  the  Lands 
reserved  &  the  timber  upon  them  are  the  property  of  the  U  States, 
and  the  present  Lessees  can  perhaps  claim  only  so  much  Timber  as  is 
necessary  for  their  works  diiring  their  lease;  but  a  question  of  Policy 
arises,  whether  it  is  adviseable  that  the  quantity  of  salt  required  for 
consumption  (without  forcing  the  sale  at  distant  markets)  should  be 
made  by  one  company,  &  thus  keep  a  supply  of  timber  for  future 
times,  or  whether  other  establishments  should  be  encouraged  that 
would  extend  the  sale  (by  competition)  to  distant  markets,  &  encrease 
at  present  the  revenue  to  the  U  S,  but  probably  ultimately  injure  or 
destroy  that  revenue  by  an  early  consumption  of  the  fuel  necessary 
to  preserve  a  constant  supply  of  Salt. 

The  President  of  the  U.  States  alone  has  the  authority  to  lease  salt 
springs,  &  perhaps  within  the  reservation,  is  the  proper  authority  for 
granting  permission  to  search  for  new  springs 

I  will  endeavour  to  collect  information  relative  to  the  policy  of 
encreasing  within  the  reservation  the  number  of  Salt  Manufactories, 
&  will  thank  you  for  your  opinion:  when  I  have  satisfied  my  own 
mind  on  this  subject,  T  will  submit  it  to  the  President  for  his  deter- 
mination.* 

I  am  &c 

Tho'  Sloo  Esq'  Register  Shawneetown 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  V:ALS) 

Clinton  Hill  November  20""  1815 — 
Sir — I  arrived  home  from  the  Illinois  River  Yesterday — I  estab- 
lished the  corner  in  the  forks  on  the  first  Ins'  from  which  M''  M" 
Donnald  commenced  Meandering  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Rivers, — 
After  waiting  two  days  more  at  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois,  for  the 
company  of  Messr'  Moores  and  others  I  proceeded  to  the  North  with 
the  Meridian  on  the  3"  day  Ins'  and  arrived  at  the  head  on  the  12'" 
You  will  perceive  Sir — that  the  whole  of  s"  Meridian  (to  the  distance 
of  Seventy  one  Miles  and  Sixty  six  Chains)  lies  on  the  East  side  of  the 


»  The  Wabash  Saline  (or  U.  S.  Saline)  was  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
Leonard  White,  but  its  general  superintendence  was  under  Governor  Edwards. 
See  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Edwards,  July  31,  1815  (Edwards,  Hist.  I'L, 
p.  540) ,  confessing  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  Treasury  in  corresponding  directly 
with  White  rather  than  through  Edwards;  the  letter  was  in  reply  to  one  from 
Edwards  of  June  15  (not  found). 

*  Answered  post,  p.  276. 
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Illinois  River,  by  the  field  Notes  taken  thereof,  which  perhaps  may 
arrive  at  your  Office  with  this — We  run  said  line  without  blazing,  as 
was  deemed  most  proper  while  it  continued  on  this  side  of  the  River, 
by  all  present,  at  the  commencement — I  was  informed  Just  as  I  started 
for  home,  that  M'  RPDonnald  had  made  about  52  IMiles  Northing  at 
which  point,  he  was  about  6  Miles  West  of  said  Md° — and  that  he  also 
stated,  that  there  would  be  about  36  Townships  in  the  forks,  south  of 
the  Base  line — 

Messr"  M'Kee — Grant — &  Tilford — contemplated  subdividing  that 
many,  although  they  would  not  all  lie  in  the  three  first  Ranges — if 
so — Messrs  Edwards  &  Stubbs,  will  have  to  Return  without  any  work 
at  present  My  expences  for  hands  and  provisions  for  the  Trip, 
amounted  to  $93.50 — I  do  not  know  the  expences  of  my  Copartners 
Messr^  Moores  at  this  time — They  insisted  on  runing  2/3''^  of  the 
Meridian  and  did  so — 

On  Wednesday  the  8'"  Seven  Indians  came  to  me  and  my  party 
when  seperated  from  the  rest  of  the  company  who  Started  on  the 
Meridian — they  were  all  well  armed  but  appeared  to  be  peaceably 
disposed,  though  some  of  them  were  painted  black — They  detained 
us  about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  apparently  wondering  what  our 
Object  could  be — the  chief  had  a  paper  dated  at  Fort  Clark  Dec'' 
1813 — Stating  that  he  was  of  the  Pawtowatome  tribe  and  friendly  to 
the  U.  States — however  as  we  could  not  talk  with  them  we  to  took 
oiu"  leave  of  them  and  went  on  our  way  in  order  to  overtake  the  rest 
of  our  company  (18  in  all)  who  were  sounding  the  trumpet  for  us — 
The  Indians  kept  the  station  we  left  them  on  (in  a  small  Praii-ie)  as 
long  as  we  could  see  them — we  Joined  our  company  about  two  miles 
distant  and  encamped — The  other  Indians,  seen  by  us  in  the  tour 
had  been  at  the  treaty  and  had  the  articles  of  the  treaty  with  them 
signed  and  sealed  in  due  form  ^ — 

I  intend  to  start  immediately  to  finish  my  old  Job  on  the  waters 
of  the  Kaskaskia  River.  Messr'  Moores  intend  going  with  me,  and 
with  good  success  it  will  be  a  short  Job  for  three  of  us — If  your  are 
wishing.  Sir  to  have  any  more  surveying  done  shortly,  in  Townships 
N°  6— 7— &c  North— Ranges  N°  1—2—3—4—5—6—7—8—9  &c 
West,  of  the  third  principal  Meridian  Myself  and  Mess"  Moores 
would  gladly  undertake  and  go  immediately  on  from  the  present 
Job — provided  you  can  allow  three  dollars  p'  Mile — 

Short  of  that  we  cannot  save  ourselves,  and  do  the  work  as  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  our  instructions  and  Oath  If  foreigners  can  do  it  for 
less,  and  do  it  as  it  ought  to  be  done  I  am  willing  to  lay  up  my  com- 

'  Probably  referring  to  the  Potawatomi  treaty  concluded  at  Portage  des 
Sioux  July  IS,  1815  (7  STAT.  123). 
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pass  as  a  useless  furniture — General  Meigs  in  a  letter  to  me,  dated 
Aug'  28'"  1814  °  observes  that  "The  truth  is,  that  the  compensation 
allowed  to  surveyors  is  not  such  as  to  authorize  the  expectation  of 
extreme  accuracy  in  running  Meridian  lines"  and  "All  your  efforts 
will  never  give  a  Township  exactly  6  miles  square,  nor  a  Section 
exactly  one  mile  square,  but  we  must  follow  the  Rule  as  exactly  as 
we  can" — I  conceive  Sir,  that  three  dollars  p'  Mile,  will  warrant  the 
accuracy  required  in  our  instructions,  and  nothing  less — However  I 
am  sensible  that  the  public  interest  ought  to  be  predominant,  and  if 
there  are  appliants  who  are  willing  to  comply  with  the  present  requi- 
sitions for  2  1/2  dollars  p'  Mile  for  surveying  in  this  part  of  our  coun- 
try, I  need  not  be  in  their  way  if  I  could — Please  to  write  to  me  on 
the  receipt  of  this  and  inform  me  whether  I  must  forward  a  platt  of 
the  blank  Meridian  Just  Rim — as  p'  field  Notes  thereof  forwarded — 

I  am  Sir,  Very  Respectfully  Your  Most  Obed'  Serv' — 

J.  Messinger 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq' 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  of  the  U.  States 
Chillicothe — Ohio  State —  [Postmarked]  J.  Messinger  P  M  Clinton 
Hill    Free 

[Endorsed]  Nov'  20'"  


ENOCH  MOORE  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v:ALS] 

Illinois  Territory  S'  Clair  Cy  Nov'  20'"  1815 
Very  Dear  Sir,    I  arrived  safe  at  home  last  evening  from  the 
completion  of  that  work  on  the  Illinois  River  which  myself  and  others 
undertook  to  perform — 

We  proceeded  to  the  Confluence  of  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois 
Rivers  and  there  found  the  variation  of  the  Compass  with  as  much 
exactness  as  possible  which  was  Eight  degrees  and  ten  minutes  East — 
we  there  commenced  the  4'"  Principal  Meridian  which  crossed  the 
Illinois  River  at  right  Angles  immediately  at  its  Mouth  we  then  Con- 
tinued said  line  due  North  on  the  S.  E  Side  of  Said  River  71  miles  and 
66  Chains  and  at  the  end  of  those  miles  the  River  came  from  the  N.E 
and  the  line  runing  obliquely  across  it  caused  the  meridian  to  end 
therein.  Consequently  we  had  no  Base  to  run  nor  Townships  to 
lay  off — of  course  our  disappointment  and  expences  were  great  we 
have  sunk  money  considerably  by  having  to  pay  the  necessary  ex- 
pences of  about  a  months  work  and  not  having  as  much  work  as  we 
anticipated  our  time  was  consumed  in  travling  there  and  back  pretty 

•  Not  found. 
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much  with  our  different  Companies  all  under  wages  and  doing  no 
work  (for  we  had  none  only  for  one  company)  I  would  refer  you  to  a 
communication  from  M"'  Messinger  for  further  particulars  respecting 
this  line  as  he  is  a  Postmaster  my  Brother  and  myself  thought  it  most 
advisable  to  put  the  field  notes  into  his  hands  in  order  to  have  them 
sent  on  to  you  immediately  by  mail  you  will  at  the  same  time  receive 
a  plat  of  this  bank  line  which  will  give  you  some  Idea  of  the  Country 
over  which  it  runs — 

If  you  are  at  this  time  authorised  to  have  that  tract  of  Country 
Surveyed  that  I  mentioned  to  you  in  a  former  letter  ^  (viz)  Those 
Ranges  and  Townships  Lying  immediately  North  of  the  Kaskaskia 
district  I  hope  you  will  direct  my  Brother  J.  Milton  Moore  and  my- 
self to  execute  it  directly  as  we  have  been  so  disappointed  in  our 
former  contract  please  to  designate  the  Ranges  and  Townships  as- 
signed to  each  one,  we  wish  ours  to  adjoin  the  Mississippi  River  and 
extend  as  far  East  and  North  as  you  think  proper  we  would  be  glad 
to  have  as  much  as  we  could  do  in  the  working  season  of  twelve  months 
which  would  not  be  less  than  12  or  15  Townships  a  piece  and  more  if 
you  had  them  for  us — we  hope  you  will  allow  us  three  dollars  p' 
mile  for  this  work  as  we  have  already  sunk  money  and  have  no  other 
way  of  redress  that  we  know  of — Those  in  the  Misouri  Territory  who 
have  contracted  with  M'  Rector  gets  that — I  hope  you  will  consider 
our  situation  and  releive  us  by  granting  our  request  by  the  earliest 
oppertunity  direct  your  letter  to  Cahokia  post  office  * 

I  have  the  honor  of  subscribing  myself  Sir  your  most  obedient 
Humble  Serv' 

Enoch  Moore 

Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  Gen' 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  Gen'  Chillicothe  Ohio  State 
p'  Mail  [Postmarked]  Cahokia  25  Nov"'  Paid  34  Missent  &  forward 
Cincinnati  13  Dec'' 

[Endorsed]  Nov'  20''  1815  Enoch  Moore  respecting  Meridian 
from  the  mouth  of  Illinois  River. 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed  ,  v:ALS] 

Clinton  Hill  Nov'  27'"  1815— 
Sir — I  wrote  to  you  on  my  return  from  running  the  4'"  Principal 
Meridian  (dated  the  20'"  perhaps)'  and  forwarded  it,  and  the  field 

'  Not  seen. 

'  No  reply  found. 

»  Ante,  p.  248. 
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Notes  by  mail — Since  which  M'  Edwards  has  returned  from  the 
Illinois  River  and  intends  going  to  your  Office;  and  I  improve  the 
opportunity  of  writing  again — The  said  Meridian  line  to  the  distance 
of  71  Miles  and  66  Chains  is  alltogethe  on  the  East  side  of  the  Illinois 
River,  the  72"*  Mile  terminated  about  the  middle  of  the  channel,  the 
course  of  which  at  the  line,  is  from  the  N.E.  to  the  S.W — We  con- 
ceived said  line  to  be  on  lands  not  yet  ceded  to  the  U.  States,  and 
did  not  blaze  the  line  and  establish  corners  as  you  will  observe  by 
the  field  notes  transmitted — I  intend  going  on  to  finish  my  former 
Job  on  the  waters  of  Kaskaskia  River  immediately,  the  Messrs 
Moores  intend  going  with  me,  and  with  success,  the  Job  will  be  short 
for  three  of  us — They  and  myself,  are  wishing  to  get  the  contract  of 
laying  off  into  townships  and  Sections,  any  Townships  that  are,  or 
may  be  ordered,  to  be  surveyed.  North  &  N.W.  of  my  present  con- 
tract—Say, Town"  6—7  &c  North— Ranges  1—2—3—4—5—6—7— 
8—9—10—  &  c  West  of  the  3"  principal  Meridian— but,  I  conceive 
Sir,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  country,  that  we  cannot  afford  to  do 
it  for  less  than  three  dollars  p'  Mile  and  do  it  as  it  is  required  to  be 
done  by  our  Oath  and  Instructions — However  if  there  are  other 
surveyors  that  will  do  it  for  2K  dollars  p"^  Mile,  and  do  it  as  it  ought 
to  be  done,  the  public  interest  will  cause  such  to  have  the  preference 

If  we  are  entitled  to  any  pay  for  said  Meridian,  you  will  confer  a 
singular  favour  on  us  to  forward  the  sum,  by  M'  Edwards,  if  he 
returns,  as  now  contemplated — for  we  have  not  money  on  hand  to 
defray  our  late  expences — My  expences  for  hands  and  provisions  for 
the  tour,  up  the  Illinois,  amounts  to  $93.50 — 

Perhaps  M"'  Edwards  may  make  you  acquainted  with  many  partic- 
ulars relating  to  the  tour,  &c — My  short  acquaintance  with  M' 
Edwards  has  made  very  favourable  impressions  on  me,  toward  him — 
I  send  you  a  hasty  Copy  of  the  field  Notes  as  taken  by  myself  and 
Messr'  Moores,  of  the  s"  Meridian  for  fear  that  the  Original  will 
not  arrive  at  your  as  soon  as  M'  Edwards  does — 

I  am  Sir,  with  Sentiments  of  Respect  Your  Mos'  Obedient  Himi' 
Serv' 

J.  Messingbr 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  of  the  United 
States  Chillicothe  By  the  Politeness  of  M'  W°  Edwards  [Post- 
marked] Newport  K  Jan'  S"  1816    37% 

[Endorsed]  J.  Messinger  Nov'  27  1815  Surveys  in  Illinois 
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GOVERNOR    EDWARDS    TO    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E5:ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Dec'  1.  1815 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  party  of  Pottowattomies 
visited  me  a  few  days  ago  at  this  place,  for  the  purpose  of  renewing 
their  complaints  about  the  manner  in  which  the  annuities  due  to  their 
Tribe  have  hitherto  been  paid,  and  requesting  with  great  solicitude 
that  one  half  of  the  amount  of  those  annuities  should  hereafter  be 
sent  to  the  Illinois  river  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  Tribe  who 
reside  within  this  Territory  which  is  at  least  one  half.  This  subject 
was  mentioned  in  a  letter  from  them  to  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 
Which  I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  in  Ocf  last,""  And  the  prop- 
osition made  by  them  appears  to  me  unquestionably  just  &  right  what- 
ever the  treaty  upon  that  subject  may  be — They  have  hitherto  re- 
ceived little  or  nothing  of  those  annuities  which  were  certainly  allowed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  Tribe,  and  not  a  part  of  it  only — Either 
that  part  of  the  Tribe  which  now  complain  were  not  represented  in 
some  of  the  treaties  that  secured  the  annuities  and  in  justice  ought  not 
to  be  held  bound  to  perform  them  or  they  should  now  be  entitled  to  a 
fair  &  just  participation  in  their  advantages — Such  at  least  are  the 
impressions  made  upon  my  mind  by  all  the  imformation  I  have  been 
able  to  collect  upon  the  subject — I  believe  no  evil  would  arise  from 
complying  with  their  request,  if  however  such  objections  should 
present  themselves  as  to  forbid  it — then  I  think  it  would  be  advisable, 
to  notify  all  the  Pottowattomie  Chiefs  to  attend  at  some  place  most 
centrical  to  the  whole  (which  would  be  on  the  Illinois  river)  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  a  modification  of  their  treaty  that  would  do 
justice  &  give  satisfaction  to  the  whole  Tribe — 

The  Kickapoos  all  reside  in  this  Territory  and  wish  to  receive  their 
annuities  at  this  place — This  wish  was  expressed  by  a  full  deputation 
of  Chiefs  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux  and  they  were  encouraged 
in  the  expectation  that  they  would  be  gratified — 

All  the  land  belonging  to  the  Piankashaws  is  within  this  Territory 
and  that  Tribe  also  wish  to  receive  their  annuities  here,  and  are  de- 
sirous of  exchanging  the  land  they  own  near  the  Wabash  (being  1280 
acres)  for  a  similar  quantity  near  the  reservation  for  the  Kaskaskia 
Tribes,  which  exchange  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Gov'. 

Six  hundred  dollars  in  goods  of  the  present  years  annuity  are  due  & 
have  not  been  paid  to  Kaskaskia  Tribe — 

I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject 
of  goods  for  occasional  presents,  in  the  necessary  intercourse  with  the 

">  Ante,  p.  226. 
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Indians — Hitherto,  I  have  not  received  a  single  article  for  that  purpose; 
while  abundant  supplies  have  been  furnished  to  the  Sup)erintendent  at 
S'  Louis — This  difference  has  an  unhappy  effect  upon  the  Indians  of 
this  Territory,  who  seeing  that  those  who  visit  their  father  (as  they 
express  it)  at  S'  Louis,  receive  presents;  consider  themselves  neglected, 
and  ill  treated  from  receiving  none,  on  their  visits  to  this  place — 
Presents  ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  given  at  both  places,  or  it  would  be 
better  not  to  give  them  at  either — For  my  own  part  I  am  not  an  advo- 
cate for  making  many  presents;  some  however  are  at  times  really 
necessary,  and  useful;  but  when  given  so  as  to  create  or  encourage  a 
habit  of  begging  they  are  always  injudicious — 

From  the  number  of  Indians  who  reside  in  this  Territory;  their 
proximity  to  British  establishments;  and  the  active  &  efficient  part 
which  they  in  particular  took  in  the  late  war;  It  must  be  evident,  that 
goods  are  as  necessary  and  important  for  this  place  as  for  S'  Louis. 
For  although  there  may  be  more  Indians  in  Missouri  Territory,  yet 
they  live  at  so  remote  a  distance,  that  they  cannot  make  occasional  visits 
with  the  same  convinience,  and  are  more  out  of  the  reach  of  British 
machinations  than  the  Chippawas,  Ottawas,  Menomenees,  Winneba- 
goes,  Sacks,  Pottowottomies,  Kickapoos  &  others  who  reside  within 
this  Territory — 

Having  no  Interpretter  for  the  Kaskaskia  and  Piankashaw  Tribes  of 
Indians,  and  almost  all  the  Indian  Interpretters  &  several  of  the  agents 
in  this  country  being  French  men  whose  language  I  do  not  under- 
stand— I  have  on  this  day  appointed  Peter  Menard  Esqr  Interpretter 
to  those  two  Tribes  &  Translator  of  the  French  language,  at  a  salary 
of  one  dollar  &  one  ration  pr  day — This  measure  I  have  found  to  be 
absolutely  necessary — If  however  the  appointment  shall  not  be  ap- 
proved by  you,  and  you  will  have  the  goodness  to  notify  me  of  it— I  will 
pay  M'  Menard  out  of  my  own  pocket,  for  the  time  he  shall  have 
served,  and  revoke  his  appointment — 

The  only  Interpretter  that  I  have  heretofore  employed  in  this  Ter- 
ritory, who  understood  the  Kickapoo  language  remarkably  well,  & 
could  converse  in  several  others,  has  notified  me  of  his  intention  to 
quit  the  service,  in  the  course  of  one  or  two  months,  and  with  your 
permission  I  will  employ  two  other  Interpretters  one  for  the  Potto- 
wottomies &  the  other  for  the  Kickapoos,  without  which  it  will  be 
impossible  for  me  to  discharge  my  duties  in  relation  to  the  Indians — 
These  at  least  are  necessary  &  with  them  I  hope  I  may  succeed  without 
the  expense  of  employing  any  others,  for  it  is,  and  ever  has  been  an 
object  with  me,  to  be  as  economical  of  the  public  money  as  I  would  be 
of  my  own;  of  which  there  is  abundant  evidence  in  the  department 
over  which  you  preside — 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  255 

I  had  the  honor  on  yesterday  to  receive  M'  Grahams  letter  of  the 
6""  Ult  " — and  shall  without  delay  invite  the  Pottowottomies  to  a 
council  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the  difficulty  with  regard  to  the 
land  they  claim,  according  to  the  wishes  of  the  President— There  is 
however  no  prospect  of  convening  them  till  their  winters  hunt  shall  be 
over;  and  then  they  will  invite  the  Chippawas  &  Ottawas  to  be  pres- 
ent— For  it  is  under  those  Tribes,  particularly  the  latter,  that  the 
Pottowottomies  set  up  a  claim  to  the  land  on  the  Illinois  river — 

That  country  originally  belonged  to  the  Illinois  Nation,  which  was 
composed  of  the  Peoria,  Cahokia,  Michigamia,  Kaskaskia,  and  Tam- 
orwa  Tribes — The  Ottawas  who  had  for  their  allies,  the  Chippawas, 
drove  off  the  Peoria  Tribe,  and  claim  the  country  by  right  of  conquest; 
and  through  their  courtesy  the  Pottowottomies  intermixed  with  bands 
of  Chippawas  &  Ottawas  have  been  permitted  to  occupy  it — 

I  have  thought  it  proper  thus  far  to  allude  to  the  claim  of  the 
Ottawas  &  Chippawas,  that  the  President  might  judge  whether  any 
other,  or  further  instructions  to  me  would  be  expedient — I  shall  cer- 
tainly exert  myself  to  execute  his  wishes  as  communicated  by  M"' 
Graham — But  without  a  remarkable  change  in  the  present  disposition 
of  the  Indians  with  regard  to  the  land  in  dispute;  success  in  the  attempt 
I  am  authorised  to  make,  is  at  least  very  doubtful — 

Believing  that  a  more  correct  map  of  this  Territory  than  any  which 
has  been  published  might  be  useful  to  the  War  Department  &  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  illustrate  some  subjects  on  which  I  foresee  it  may 
be  my  duty  to  write  to  you — I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  transmitting 
one  to  you  by  the  present  mail,'-  which  as  far  as  it  relates  to  this 
Territory,  is  an  exact  copy  of  a  map  that  I  have  taken  great  pains  to 
make  correct,  and  which  is  as  nearly  so,  as  could  be  reasonably 
expected — 

Experience  has  recently  proved  that  my  map  would  have  been  very 
useful  to  the  land  department  and  I  have  no  objection  to  any  copy 
being  taken  from  it  provided  it  be  not  for  publication,  as  I  have 
given  all  my  notes  and  drawings  to  a  gentleman  whose  object  is  to 
make  a  publication  for  his  own  benefit — 

Some  weeks  past  I  received  a  letter  from  Maj"'  Graham  "  notifying 
me  of  his  appointment  as  Indian  Agent  to  reside  at  Peoria — and  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  know  whether  it  is  intended  that  his  appointment  shall 
superceed  M'  Forsyths  who  was  appointed  some  years  past  for  the 
same  place  &  whose  commission  I  believe  is  not  yet  revoked 

"  Ante,  p.  237. 
"  Not  present. 
'•  Not  found;  cf.  ante,  p.  196. 
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I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  Mo  Obd'  S* 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honble  W.  H.  Crawford  Sec^  of  War    Washington  City 

P.  S.  After  you  shall  have  satisfied  yourself — with  the  map  here- 
with sent  I  will  thank  you  to  return  it  Respectfully,  &c    N.E. 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  William  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 
Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111:  T.  Dec'  1"  1815.  Gov'  N.  Edwards 
relative  to  the  payment  of  the  Annuities  due  to  the  Indians  with  the 
111:  Territory — Thinks  presents  should  be  made  &c  &c  Jany  1816  '* 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  5'"  Dec'  1815 
Sir,  Your  letter  of  14'"  Ult"  has  been  received,"  by  which  I  perceive 
you  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  adviseable  to  offer  at  public  sale  the  unap- 
propriated lands  in  your  district  in  the  month  of  May  next;  when  you 
receive  the  surveys  from  the  Surveyor  General  be  pleased  to  advise  me 
thereof,  &  also  what  township  you  think  should  be  located  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  of  Learning,  in 
pursuance  of  the  5'"  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  26'"  March 
1804:  "  at  the  same  time  be  plea.sed  to  say  what  provisions  you  think 
are  necessary  to  be  made  by  law  for  the  persons  residing  upon  fractions 
whom  you  mention.'" — Have  all  the  certificates  of  confirmed  claims 
been  presented  in  payment  of  purchases  within  the  reserved  tract  & 
is  it  adviseable  to  offer  at  public  sale  the  remainder  of  that  tract?  '' 
I  am  &c. 

Michael  Jones  Esq'  Shadrach  Bond  Esq'  Kaskaskia. 


"  No  reply  found. 

"  Ante,  p.  239. 

«•  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VII,  178. 

"  With  reference  to  unlocated  tracts  of  claimants  whose  notices  were  not  filed 
within  the  time  specified  by  law,  see  Jones  and  Bond  to  Meigs,  Nov.  29,  1815 
(A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ill,  1-2),  recommending  that  an  enclosed  list,  ibid.,  pp.  2-5, 
be  confirmed  in  order  to  clear  up  the  land  situation  in  the  Territory  before  the 
commencement  of  public-land  sales.  No  reply  to  this  letter  has  been  seen,  but 
the  letter  and  recommended  claims  were  submitted  to  Congress  by  Meigs  on 
Dec.  22,  1815,  ibid.,  p.  1.  The  claims  in  question  were  confirmed  by  an  act 
approved  Apr.  26, 1815  (3  Stat.  307-308,  sec.  4). 

>'  No  reply  found. 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Shawneetown  De<f'  9""  1815 

Sir  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  Inclosing  to  you  a  Memorial  of  the 
Register  &  Receiver  of  this  place  To  be  laid  before  Congress  ''  we 
Deem"  it  advisable  to  Submit  our  Memoral  to  your  Inspection  Know- 
ing that  you  are  in  the  possession  of  More  Correct  information  with 
regard  to  the  Men'its  and  Justice  of  our  Claim  than  any  other  person 
Can  possibly  be 

Should  it  so  happen  that  on  Examining  our  pretentions  to  remunera- 
tion for  the  Services  Stated  in  the  Memorial  You  Should  think  Differ- 
ent from  us  we  wish  you  to  Supress  the  petition 

But  Should  You  think  with  us  that  we  have  Just  Grounds  to 
Memorialize  on  we  would  thank  you  for  your  friendly  aid  and  would 
take  it  as  a  favour  if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  hand  it  to  the 
Chaiman  of  the  land  Committee  or  to  any  other  person  you  May 
Deem  Advisable 

The  Adjusting  the  preemption  Rights  was  an  arduous  task  we  Set 
nearly  three  Months  found  our  own  Office  &  Clerk  as  to  Remuneration 
for  the  Sale  of  town  lots  you  are  entirely  Competant  to  Judge  Cor- 
rectly v{e  flatter  ourselves  that  if  you  Report  favourably  on  Our  Case 
that  Congress  will  not  hesitate  I  have  written  to  M'  Morrow,  M"' 
McLean  &  Gen'  Desha  on  the  Subject  ^o 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  sev* 

Tho»  Sloo 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

[Addressed]  Hon"'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  The  General 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  9  decem  1815  Tho°  Sloo  with  a 
Memorial  to  Congress  from  him  &  the  Receiver  Ans"  2^  Jan  ^'  & 
ent  Memorial  to  M''  Morrow  ^^ 


'»  Not  present. 

'°  There  are  many  other  letters  from  Sloo  to  Meigs  during  1815,  not  here  printed 
but  principally  relating  to  routine  business  (NA,  GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and 
Rec.  Lets).  There  are  also  numerous  letters  from  Meigs  to  Sloo  for  the  same 
period  which  are  of  the  same  character  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,'^Bk.  6). 

2'  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

"  The  memorial  was  presented  in  the  Senate  Jan.  4, 1816,  and  referred  {Annals, 
14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  34).     No  further  action  is  noted. 
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EDWARD  TIFFIN  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

INA:GL0,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  V:ALS] 

Surveyor  Generals  Office  Chillicothe  Dec'  11'"  1815 

Sir  In  compliance  with  instructions  contained  in  your  letter  to 
me  of  the  23"  of  March  last,'-^  to  establish  a  fourth  principal  meridian 
commenceing  at  the  confluence  of  the  Rivers  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
preparatory  to  laying  off  the  Military  bounty  lands,  I  contracted  with 
John  Messinger,  J  Milton  Moore  &  Enoch  Moore  all  of  the  Illinois 
Territory  '*  to  run  a  true  Meridian  line  North  commenceing  at  the 
confluence  of  the  two  rivers  for  72  miles  or  the  extent  of  12  town- 
ships— thence  a  base  line  due  east  to  the  Illinois  river,  and  to  lay  off 
into  Ranges  &  townships  all  the  lands  which  might  fall  within  such 
meridian  line  &  the  Illinois  river,  which  townships  M'  Edwards  & 
M'  G  Stubbs  contracted  to  subdivide  " — 

This  morning  I  have  received  letters  from  the  former  persons  with 
a  return  of  the  field  notes  from  which  it  appears,  that  after  estab- 
lishing a  corner  at  the  confluence  of  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers 
for  the  commencement  of  the  4'"  principal  meridian,  the  line  soon 
crossed  the  Illinois  which  falls  into  the  Mississippi  in  an  easterly 
direction — it  was  continued  without  marking  the  distance  of  seventy 
one  miles  and  Sixty  six  chains  where  it  intersected  the  Illinois  and 
fourteen  chains  farther  where  it  ended  was  at  a  point  in  the  river 
inaccessable — so  that  the  whole  of  the  4'"  principal  meridian  lies  on 
the  East  side  of  the  Illinois  river,  thus  we  find  that  upon  an  actual 
survey  of  the  country  our  best  maps  are  incorrect — there  being  no 
Ranges  &  townships  to  lay  off  east  of  the  meridian — or  to  subdivide — 
those  Gentlemens  work  is  done — 

M'  John  McDonald  &  M'  James  McDonald  are  lajing  off  into 
Ranges  &  townships  the  land  West  towards  the  Mississippi  and 
Mess"  Telford — Grant — and  M^Kee  are  subdividing  them — it  is 
stated  there  will  be  about  36  Townships  south  of  the  base  line  between 
the  two  rivers — It  will  therefore  be  necessary  to  form  contracts  for 
extending  the  Military  district  North  of  the  base  line  so  as  to  include 
two  Million  or  more  acres — 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  from  the  advanced  price  of  hands 
&  every  necessary — the  great  distance  the  lands  lay  from  settlements 
&"  &"  it  will  not  be  possable  to  getting  Surveying  done  in  future  under 
3  dollars  a  mile,  several  Old  Surveyers  assure  me  such  was  your 
opinion  and  have  quoted  parts  of  letters  from  you  to  that  effect — 


»»  Ante,  p.  154. 
"  Ante,  p.  183. 
=»  Ante,  p.  185,  n.  58. 
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I  believe  now  as  you  then  did,  that  the  parsimonious  mode  adopted 

is  not  the  best — 

Gen'  Rector  the  principal  deputy  for  Missouri  writes  me  he  had  to 
give  3  dollars — and  that  they  are  comeing  in  very  well  in  Surveying 
the  Military  lands  between  the  S'  Francis  &  Arkansas  &" — 

I  enclose  a  sketch  of  the  Lands  as  we  suppose  now,  they  will  lay 
between  the  Illinois  &  Mississippi  -^ — by  comparing  it  with  the  former 
sketch  upon  which  the  former  plan  of  a  4'"  principal  meridian  was 
predicated,  the  difference  will  appear — I  am  very  anxious  to  hear 
from  you  since  my  representation  of  Michigan  went  on — subsequent 
accounts  confirm  the  statements  &  make  the  country  out  worse  (if 
possable)  than  I  had  represented  it  to  be  ^' 

with  great  respect  I  am  Your  ob'  Sev' 

Edward  Tiffin 

HoN"'^  JosiAH  Meigs  Com''  G  L  Office  Washington. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esquire  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Chillicothe  Ohio.  Dec. 
13  Siirveyor  Gen"  Office    Free 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E1:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  ILLINOIS  Terty  Dec^  13.  1815 
Sir    I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  letter  from  M''  Forsyth 
(Indian  Agent  for  the  Pottowottomies)  on  a  subject  contained  my 
letter  of  the  1"  Inst.  ^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  M°  Obd'  S' 

N  Edwards 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111.  T.  13  Dec''  1815  Gov'  N.  Edwards  En- 
closes a  letter  from  M"'  Forsyth  relative  to  Indian  Affairs  Gov  of 
Illinois  Jany  1816 

[Enclosure  :ALS] 

Thomas  Forsyth  to  Governor  Edwards 

S'  Louis  S*"  dec'  1815. 

Dear  Sir    Since  my  last  to  you,  I  have  had  a  long  conversation 

with  Captain  Phillips  on  Indian  matters,  he  informs  me  that  in  his 

opinion  the  Potawatimies  will  never  agree  to  part  with  their  lands  on 

Illinois  River,  indeed  I  do  not  see  how  they  can,  for  most  undoubtedly. 


2'  Not  present. 

"  Answered  post,  p.  269. 

"  Ante,  p.  253. 
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their  Allies  the  Chipeways  and  Ottawas,  have  a  prior  right  &  in  my 
Opinion  should  the  Potawatimies  give  their  consent,  it  will  be  a  bone 
of  contention  with  the  Chipeways  &  Ottawas  at  a  future  period, 
therefore  I  should  think  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  have  a  full 
representation  from  those  three  nations  to  Settle  the  business  com- 
pleatly,  however  you  are  the  best  Judge  in  this  affair,  &  you  must 
remember  that  the  line  drawTi  from  the  Uppermost  little  Lakes  on 
Fox  River  to  a  certain  point  36  miles  from  mouth  of  the  Ouisconson 
will  take  in  the  better  half  of  the  Wenebago  hunting  grounds  on  Rocky 
River  which  is  also  a  point  to  be  yet  settled.  In  a  Conversation  I 
had  with  the  Interpreter  from  Fort  Clark  who  was  here  a  few  days 
ago,  he  informs  me  that  the  Indians  told  him  that  the  treaty  was 
Smoothly  done,  without  any  mention  of  lands,  and  immediately  after- 
wards people  sent  to  measure  their  lands  which  Surprises  them  much — 
I  leave  your  Mulatto  Boy  still  at  M'  Gamiers  where  he  can  be  seen 
at  any  time  by  those  inclined  to  purchace,  but  many  people  thinks 
him  high  at  $400 — By  the  contractors  boat  that  is  gone  off  today  for 
Fort  Clark  (but  will  not  get  there  this  Season)  I  have  wrote  M' 
Cam.eron  who  winters  at  the  Grand  Pass  to  acquaint  the  principal 
Chiefs  of  the  Potawatimie  Indians  of  your  wishing  to  see  them — 

I  am  with  respect  Your  Most  Obd'  Serv* 

T,  Forsyth 

His  Excellency  Governor  Edwards  Kaskaskias 

[Addressed]    His  Excellency  Governor  Edwards    Kaskaskias    Care 
of  J:  Hay  Esq'  Cahokia     [Postmarked]  Cahokia  12*"  deer    15 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  13*"  December  1815 
Sib,  Your  letter  of  the  31"  October  came  to  hand.^'    Blank  returns 
for  Sep*  and  July  are  herewith  transmitted  in  conformity  to  your 
request '" — No  Lands  were  sold  or  monies  entered  in  either  of  those 
months. 

On  the  subject  of  granting  final  Certificates  for  Lands  confirm'd 
and  located  I  have  heretofore  said  nothing^ — I  find  now  since  the 
Connected  Plat  has  come  to  hand  that  the  confirmees  or  proprietors 
of  all  located  claims  are  anxious  to  obtain  Patents — but  I  find  no 
Law  on  this  subject— It  is  not  made  my  duty  by  any  existing  Law 
nor  is  there  a  compensation  provided  for  this  service — The  law 


"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  an  acknowledgment. 
*  Not  present.  Cf.  post,  p.  275. 
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directing  the  manner  of  issuing  Certificates  &  providing  a  compensa- 
tion or  fee  to  the  Register  of  the  District  of  Vinciennes  shall  be  my 
guide  untill  I  am  further  instructed  on  this  subject — in  the  mean  time 
I  shall  avoid  issuing  any  Certificates  except  such  as  are  peremptorily 
demanded — it  will  be  recollected  that  in  many  cases  of  Governors 
Confirmations  Patents  were  issued  to  the  Confirmees  which  are  now 
on  file  in  my  Office  &  are  also  recorded — But  as  many  of  the  Claims 
thus  patented  have  been  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Revision  and  as 
the  resixrveys  made  of  other  patented  claims  have  in  a  great  many 
instances  been  found  inaccurate  &  in  most  cases  no  topographical 
discription  given  of  the  land  granted  it  will  be  advisable  to  consider 
these  as  mere  evidence  of  confirmation  or  to  declare  them  void  & 
provide  for  issuing  new  patents  in  conformity  with  the  approved 
resurvey  as  laid  down  on  the  connected  Plat  as  in  all  other  cases. — 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones  Reg"' 

The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs    Commiss"'  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office    Washington    Free 

[Endorsed]  KaskasMa  13  dec'  1815    M'  Jones  wants  instructions 
about  fees  for  final  certific'^    of  confirma"  Ans*  2"  Jan  1816  '' 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  CITIZENS  OF  THE 
TERRITORY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[Referred  December  15,  1815] 
The  Honerable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  Amerrica  in 
Congress  assembled  we  your  petitioners  Citizans  of  the  Illenoies 
Territory  begs  leave  to  represent  to  your  Honerable  Body  that  we 
are  living  on  the  lands  lately  purchased  by  Government  through 
Governer  Harrison  their  Agent  from  the  Indians  ^^  that  we  live  on  a 
fronteer  mutch  Exposed  to  Savage  depradation  and  Cruelty  many 
have  lost  allmost  all  their  property  and  Some  their  lives  by  the 
Indians  in  upholding  and  Supporting  those  Settlements  leaving  behind 
in  many  Cases  a  Wife  and  Small  Children  to  field  and  regret  the  loss 
of  a  Departed  Farther,  that  owing  to  the  hostility  of  the  Indians  we 
have  Suffered  all  most  every  privation  of  good  liveing  that  Could 

"  Post,  p.  272. 

"  Probably  referring  to  the  Treaty  of  Fort  Wayne  of  Sept.  30,  1809;  see  Terr. 
Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  670-671,  viii,  361,  and  indexes  to  both  volumes  under  "Harri- 
son's purchase."     Cf.  post,  p.  352. 
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attatch  it  Self  to  forming  a  new  settlement,  we  are  and  have  been 
for  Several!  years  Compell"  to  live  in  forts  and  thareby  deprived  of, 
the  Common  privilages  of  Society  and  from  Cultivating  the  Soil 
to  rais  a  Suitable  Support  for  our  families  and  from  whence  we  might 
have  raised  something  that  might  have  enabled  us  to  purchase  the 
improvements  we  had  made  from  Government  when  an  oppertunity 
might  have  offered,  your  petitioners  are  mostly  pore  people  but  are 
anctious  to  Save  their  improvements  by  entering  the  quarters  they 
had  improved  whitch  they  expected  to  do  at  the  usuall  Congress 
price,  we  ware  induced  to  to  think  that  we  Shood  meete  with  this 
indulgance  from  the  existance  of  a  law  in  the  territory  giving  the 
Setlars  in  the  too  other  Destricts  Established  for  the  Sale  of  publick 
lands  the  Same  indulgance,  from  this  and  other  respectable  Sorces 
the  people  took  incouragement  &  went  on  to  improve  and  to  Settle 
the  Country  and  Some  have  tlirough  mutch  dificulties  and  losses  mad 
Considerable  improvements,  from  whitch  it  will  be  truly  destressing 
if  your  petitioners  Shood  be  Driven  whitch  Certainly  will  be  the 
Case  without  the  interposition  of  your  Honerable  Body  your  peti- 
tioners are  allmost  dayly  threatened  by  those  holding  large  Sums  of 
money  that  if  we  the  Setlars  hold  our  improvements  after  the  Sale 
we  Shall  pay  well  for  them,  and  that  if  we  petition  for  relief  they  will 
petition  against  us, — but  not  withstanding  their  threats  we  Consider 
oiu"  Selves  free  amerrican  Citizans,  and  as  sutch  the  Constitution  of 
our  Country  garrantees  to  us  the  right  of  petitioning  the  proper 
Sorce  for  a  redress  of  grievancies  when  we  feeld  our  Selves  agrieved, 
we  the  Setlars  are  willing  to  pay  a  fair  price  for  those  quarters  we 
have  improved  but  it  is  evidant  that  in  their  improved  State  they  are 
worth  mutch  more  than  in  a  State  of  nature  and  if  exposed  to  Sale 
in  the  usuall  way  few  if  any  of  the  Suffering  Citizans  will  be  able  to 
hold  their  improvements  because  they  will  not  only  have  to  purchase 
the  land  but  the  improvements  also  whitch  they  are  unable  to  do, 
your  petitioners  wood  rather  if  your  Honerable  Body  Shood  think 
that  whare  you  give  preferance  rights  those  intitled  Shood  pay  more 
that  you  wood  say  what  more  they  Shood  pay  and  thareby  give  them 
a  Choice  and  Chance  to  enter  or  Suffer  their  improvements  to  be 
exposed  to  Sale  in  the  usuall  way,  and  a  Chance  to  Secure  their  little 
farms  from  the  hands  of  those  threatning  Speculators 

your  petitioners  tharefore  Earnestly  Prays  your  Honerable  body 
to  take  their  distressed  Case  into  Consideration  and  to  make  Sutch 
provi^on  for  your  petitioners  as  you  in  your  wise  deliberations  may 
think  right  and  proper  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  Bound  will 
Ever  pray  &c 
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E"  N  Cullom 
Sam'  Brimbery 
B:  Eaton 
David  Shook  *" 
Stephen  Eaton 
Thos  Sedgwick 
Samuel  M Combs 
John  Bt  Richard 
Itlira  Beshears 
James  Kennedy 
Daniel  Martin 
James  Shaw 
Richard  Eaton 
George  March 
Charles  F  White 
Reuben  Fitz  Jerreld 
W"  Campbell 
Michael  Portle 
Elias  Driskill 
Nehemiah  Plough 
Richard  Easton 
Isaac  Brimbery 
John  S'  [MS.  illegible] 
Jonathan  Besly 
Joseph  Waldrup 
William  Hogue  Sen 
Daved  Hogue 
John  M<^Conniel 
Elias  Arvin 
Joel  Cheek 
Jehu  Hardon 
Thomas  Hardon 


Tho»  Gill 

Mary  Eaton 
Thomas  White 
Fielding  Lucas 
Robert  Gill 
William  Hogue 
William  gray 
Jane  Gray  W 
Sary  Eaton 
Pegy  Price 
Jos  Macom 
Joseph  M  Baker 
Joseph  Eaton 
Nathan  Cheek 
Tho^  Kenneday  Esq- 
Joseph  Kenndy 
Andrew  Montgumry 
Arther  Jones 
Joel  Jones 
James  Ryan 
Thomas  Jones 
Joseph,  P  Jones 
William  Hearon 
Edmond  Hearon 
Samuel  Arther 
Patterson  Jones 
Daniel  Sullivan 
F"  Mallet 
Smith  Shaw 
Thomas  Cooper 
Joseph  Little 


[Endorsed]  Petition  Inhabitants  of  Illinois  Territory  Dec'  15 — 1815 
Ref"  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  Jan^  18 — 1816  Report 
made — pet.  rejected  "  rejected  Toul  M.  15.  pub.  Lands 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:  DS] 

[Referred  December  18,  1815] 
To  the  Honorable  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 

We  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Illinois  Territory  knowing  that  your  honorable 
body  is  now  and  most  probably  will  be  during  the  remaining  part  of 
yoiu"  Session  engaged  in  the  great  and  important  measures  of  National 
defence  and  safety  so  much  required  by  the  present  momentous  crisis 


»'  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  60,  187.    See  post,  p.  289. 
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and  in  which  we  feel  for  our  Constituents  and  for  ourselves  a  deep 
interest:  Would  not  presume  to  solicit  your  attention  to  minor 
objects  however  just  in  themselves.  If  the  grievances  which  we 
hereby  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  to  your  Consideration 
were  not  in  their  circumstances  of  such  a  peculiar  nature  that  without 
the  prompt  interposition  of  your  honorable  body,  the  most  natural 
and  obvious  means  of  redressing  them  will  be  lost  forever. 

The  liberal  disposition  of  Congress,  in  giving  the  right  of  preemption 
to  the  actual  setlers  in  this  Territory  has  been  fully  appreciated  by  us 
and  is  acknowledged  with  gratitude  by  our  fellow  citizens^ — Some  of 
whom  however  have  been  prevented  from  availing  themselves  of  the 
proffered  advantage,  by  circumstances  which  your  honorable  body, 
and  every  patriotic  mind  will  doubtless  consider  as  encreasing  rather 
than  lessening  their  claim  to  be  placed  upon  equal  ground  with  the 
rest  of  their  fellow  citizens 
1  rejected  '* 

Immediately  after  the  capture  of  our  military  post  at  prarie  de  chien, 
and  the  succeeding  defeat  of  a  part  of  our  forces  at  the  mouth  of 
Rock  river  ^' — a  universal  apprehension  of  danger  pervaded  this  and 
the  adjoining  Territory.  The  General  then  commanding  on  this 
frontier  "  called  upon  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  for  immediate 
assistance.  The  latter  appealed  to  the  well  tried  patriotism  and 
valour  of  our  fellow  Citizens.  They  flocked  with  alacrity  to  the  stand- 
ard of  their  Country.  The  third  of  August  which  was  previous  to  the 
opening  of  the  land  office  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  was  the  day  of 
Rendezvous.  Many  of  them  ascended  the  Mississippi,  fought  the 
enemy  at  Rock  river  assisted  in  building  F'  Johnson  at  the  rapids  of 
Demoin,"  were  kept  in  service  till  the  time  allowed  for  entering  their 
lands  had  expired,  and  on  their  return  home  found  to  their  inexpressible 
mortification  that  while  they  had  been  voluntarily  engaged  in  en- 
countering the  toils  and  hardships  of  war,  and  risqueing  their  lives  in 


"  This  and  the  succeeding  interlineations  have  been  added  in  another  hand. 
"  In  July,  1814,  this  post,  which  had  been  occupied  by  General  Clark  in  June, 

1813,  was  retaken  by  a  force  of  British  and  Indians  from  Mackinac.    In  August, 

1814,  Zachary  Taylor  led  a  force  up  the  Mississippi,  but  was  turned  back  at 
Rock  Island.  Taylor's  report  of  this  incident  is  printed  in  Stevens,  Black  Hawk 
WaT,  pp.  52  et  seq.  Other  sources  relating  to  events  in  the  area  in  question  during 
the  war  are:  "Bulger  Papers",  W.H.C.,  xin,  14e<se?.;"Laweand  Dickson  Papers", 
ibid.,  X,  94  el  seq.;  "Dickson  and  Grignon  Papers",  ibid.,  xi,  271  et  seq.  See  also 
Terr.  Papers  (Mo.),  xiv,  index. 

••  Gen.  Benjamin  Howard;  see  arUe,  p.  3. 

"  Erected  in  1813,  on  the  site  of  the  present  Warsaw,  111.    It  was  succeeded  by 
Fort  Edwards  in  1816. 
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defence  of  their  country,  the  holders  of  unlocated  claims,  had  entered 
the  improvements  that  had  been  made  by  their  honest  industry. 

2  agreed 

Others  of  our  fellow  Citizens  are  found  on  sections  N°  16.  which 
are  considered  by  the  register  of  the  land  office  in  the  district  afore- 
said to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  Seminaries  of  learning,  and  con- 
sequently those  settlers  have  been  refused  permission  to  enter  their 
improvements  either  as  settlers  or  as  holders  of  unlocated  claims 
derived  from  government. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  determine  whether  this  Construction  be 
right  or  not,  but  as  those  settlements  were  made  previous  to  the 
surveys  which  could  not  have  been  anticipated — and  these  settlers 
themselves  have  as  well  as  others  contributed  greatly  to  the  defence 
of  the  Country,  we  cannot  doubt  that  some  provision  ought  to  be 
made  in  their  favour. 

The  cases  of  all  of  them  but  particularly  of  those  who  were  holders 
of  unlocated  claims  are  peculiarly  hard  Those  claims  existed  and 
been  explicitly  recognized  by  the  resolutions  and  laws  of  Congress 
long  anterior  to  any  reservation  in  favour  of  Semenaries — the  land 
was  due  by  the  U.  S.  to  those  indivduals  who  had  for  many  years 
been  kept  out  of  the  use  of  it.  And  as  your  honorable  body  acknowl- 
edging the  Justice  of  those  claims,  did  by  law  specifically  designate 
a  certain  tract  of  Country  for  paying  them  off^ — and  gave  to  the  holders 
thereof  a  right  to  locate  them  on  their  improvements,  any  where 
within  the  designated  boundary,  without  any  exception,  or  reservation, 
whatever,  and  as  posterior  laws  repeal  prior  ones,  it  may  be  doubtful, 
whether  the  construction  given  to  the  law  is  the  true  one,  This  question 
however  we  resign  cheerfully  to  your  superior  wisdom. 

3  agreed 

A  great  part  of  the  boundary  designated  for  satisfying  unlocated 
Claims,  is  found  not  to  have  been  surveyed,  and  although  the  law 
expressly  extends  the  right  of  preemption  to  every  settler  therein  with- 
out any  exception  whatever,  Yet  the  Register  of  the  Land  oflSce  has 
thought  himself  warranted  in  refusing  to  permit  a  location  or  entry 
upon  any  improvement  or  settlement  that  has  been  made  upon  any 
portion  of  the  unsurveyed  land,  though  within  the  boundary  laid  oS 
by  Congress  for  that  special  purpose.  In  consequence  of  which  and 
of  the  expiration  of  the  time  allowed  for  entering  pre-emptions  within 
said  boundary,  a  number  of  our  fellow  citizens  have  lost  those  advan- 
tages and  that  security  which  we  are  persuaded,  the  law  evidently 
intended  for  them,  the  more  especially  as  all  other  setlers  in  the 
Territory  had  in  one  way  or  another  been  provided  for. 

4  rejected 
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Another  construction  which  the  register  has  given  to  the  law  in 
question,  and'to  which  he  has  adhered  in  receiving  entries  is  that  the 
holder  of  an  unlocated  Claim  of  four  hundred  acres  must  either  throw 
away  80  acres  of  his  claim  or  take  80  additional  acres  at  the  price 
fixed  by  Congress — Whereby  an  individual  to  whom  the  United 
States  owed  four  hundred  acres  of  land  must  in  order  to  get  paid 
buy  of  Congress  at  their  own  price  a  certain  quantity  of  land  that 
does  not  suit  him  &  which  he  does  not  want,  or  if  he  is  too  poor  to  do 
this;  he  is  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  abandoning  80  acres  that  had 
been  honestly  due  him  for  considerably  upwards  of  20  years. 

Although  we  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  questioning  the 
motives  of  the  officer  alluded  to  or  intending  to  impute  any  inten- 
tional error  to  him  yet  as  we  cannot  beleive  it  to  have  been  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress  to  pay  their  debts  in  this  way,  as  we  see  nothing  in 
the  law  to  warrant  his  construction — and  as  it  operates  most  op- 
pressively upon  the  poor  who  are  the  least  able  to  buy,  and  not  upon 
Speculators  we  feel  it  our  duty  to  petition  your  honorable  body  to 
pass  a  law  authorising  those  who  have  been  thus  compelled  to  enter 
land,  against  their  will  to  relinquish,  the  same  and  to  have  credit 
for  what  they  have  paid  thereon,  as  well  as  to  prevent  such  a  rule 
from  being  enforced  in  future  cases, 
(rejected.) 

By  a  communication  which  we  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from 
Michael  Jones  Esquire  Register  of  the  land  office  for  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia  he  states  "among  others  having  equal  claim  on  the  Gov- 
ernment, with  those  who  have  already  received  its  bounty  and  as 
being  unprovided  for,"  the  following  description  of  persons. 

"Those  who  were  entitled  by  the  act  of  congress  of  the  3  March 
1791  '*  to  400  acres  in  virtue  of  actual  cultivation  and  improvement 
made  thereon  prior  to  the  said  day — and  who  have  had  confirmations 
by  the  governors  for  less  quantities.  These  ha[d]  actually  cultivated 
prior  to  the  S'"  March  1791  as  will  be  seen,  on  the  report  of  the  late 
board  of  commissioners  according  to  whose  decisions  in  cases  not 
acted  on  by  the  Governors  are  entitled  to  400  acres.  The  same  officer 
adds  "In  favour  of  these  Confirmees  I  would  suggest  the  propi-iety 
of  soliciting  a  grant  of  the  complement  of  400  acres  to  be  located  as 
directed  by  the  existing  law,  directing  the  locating  of  unlocated  claims. 
This  measure  will  lead  to  a  uniformity  of  decision  and  extend  to  all 
having  similar  pretensions  equal  Justice." 

We  trust  that  our  prayer  for  the  relief  of  the  last  description  of 
persons,  will  be  considered  as  having  additional  claims  to  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Government  since  its  own  officer  with  the  best  means  of 


Terr.  Papers  (N.W.),  II,  339-342. 
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Judging,  has  not  only  admitted  the  Justice  thereof  but  has  recom- 
mended appropriate  redress, 
(agreed) 

The  Register  also  states  that  "Co'  Bond  and  himself  have  been 
requested  to  designate  a  Township  reserved  for  the  erection  of  a 
Seminary  of  education"  &c — and  asks,  "would  it  not  be  advisable  to 
solicit  permission  to  select  the  same  in  three  detached  tracts?"  This 
measure  we  presume  is  recommended  as  necessary  from  the  circum- 
stances of  the  right  of  pre-emption  having  been  extended  to  the 
settlers,  and  from  that  of  its  ha\'ing  been  required,  by  law  that  all 
the  imlocated  claims,  should  be  located  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia 
whereby  the  selection  of  any  valuable  Township  has  (as  is  supposed) 
become  difficult  if  not  impracticable — of  this  however  we  cannot 
speak  with  sufficient  certainty  from  our  own  Knowledge.  But  know- 
ing that  the  Register  possesses  more  correct  information,  and  confiding 
in  his  opinion  in  that  particular,  we  feel  it  a  duty  that  we  owe  to  this 
Territory  to  solicit  your  consideration  of  the  subject. 

By  the  uniform  decisions  of  the  land  Commissioners  for  the  district 
of  Kaskaskia,  a  tract  of  land  containing  400  acres  has  been  granted 
to  all  those,  who  had  improved  and  Cultivated  the  same,  previous 
to  the  S""*  of  March  1791.  But  no  pro\'ision  whatever  has  been  made 
in  favour  of  those  who  pre\'ious  to  that  period  had  actually  made 
improvements  but  were  prevented  by  causes  beyond  their  control 
from  cultivating  the  same  land, 
(rejected.) 

In  favour  of  the  latter  description  of  our  fellow  Citizens  we  beg 
leave  to  represent  that  as  they  had  an  equal  right  to  expect  a  grant 
of  land  according  to  the  usages  that  had  prevailed  in  this  Country 
previous  to  that  period  as  by  their  residence  in  the  country,  they 
equally  contributed  to  its  strength  and  defence,  and  were  prevented 
by  the  danger  of  the  savages  from  cultivating  the  land  of  their  choice, 
and  on  which  they  had  made  their  improvements;  their  claims  were 
equally  meritorious,  with  the  former  whose  cultivation  from  similar 
causes,  was  very  limited  &  in  most  cases  merely  nominal. 

We  therefore  hope  that  your  honorable  body  will  extend  Just  relief 
to  those  persons  as  was  done  in  similar  cases  in  Virginia  Kentucky 
and  other  places  where  for  the  common  safety  and  defence  people 
were  at  particular  periods  obliged  to  reside  in  Villages. 

For  all  the  relief  which  in  your  wisdom  you  may  think  it  right  to 
extend  to  all  the  foregoing  cases  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  solicit 
and  we  flatter  ourselves  that  the  active  patriotism  on  all  occasions 
manifested  in  this  Territory  (which  with  a  militia  of  about  1500  has 
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tendered  for  service  about  1285  Volunteers  in  one  year)  will  secure 
to  this  petition  a  patient  hearing  and  a  favorable  reception. 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Pierre  Menard,  president  of  the  Councel 

[Endorsed]  Petition  to  Congress  from  the  Illinois  Legislature  Dec' 
18.  1815  Ref  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  House  of 
Representatives  Postcript  concurred  in  23  Jany — 18 — 1816  Bill 
reported  N°  40  ''  Johnson  (K.  W.  &  X.  pub-Lands 


MEMORIAL   TO   CONGRESS   BY   INHABITANTS   OF   THE 

TERRITORY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DSl 

[Referred  December  18,  1815] 
To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 

The  Memorial  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Illinois  Territory  on 
the  Missisippi  Humbly  Sheweth  that  a  certain  James  Whiteside  *°  was 
employed  by  a  part  of  your  Memorialists  to  go  to  go  to  the  Illinois 
Country  to  Locate  &  Improve  for  each  of  your  Memorialists  or  their 
fathers  respectively,  which  s"  James  Whiteside  did  by  the  advice  & 
Instructions  of  his  Excellency  Aurthur  S'  Clair  Gov.  of  the  Territory 
North  West  of  the  river  Ohio  *' — 

He  made  about  fifty  locations  &  Improvements  &  died  on  his  return 
home  to  Kentucky — &  that  your  Memorialists  Moved  to  the  Illinois 
Country  in  the  Years  1791 — 2 — 3 — &  4  —and  made  actual  cultivation 
by  themselves  or  agents  on  their  respective  Improvements  (that  was 
made  for  them  by  their  agent  James  Whiteside  in  the  year  90  Sometime 
in  the  Months  of  April  of  the  same  year — And  yoiu-  Memorialists 
have  resided  in  the  Illinois  Country  ever  Since  we  mean  all  that  yet 
Siu-vives  of  s"  Ancient  Settlers,  as  many  have  fallen  victims  to  Savage 
Barbarity  and  other  causalties  Incident  to  new  Countries  groaning 
under  the  Scourge  of  Indian  Hostilities  that  the  Misery  &  poverty 
experienced  by  us  cannot  be  described — Your  Memorialists  were 
frequently  Invited  by  the  Spanish  Comandants  at  S'  Louis  to  become 
Inhabitants  of  the  then  Spanish  Colony  assvuing  us  at  the  Same  time 


»•  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  66,  186-187.  See  act  approved  Apr. 
26,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308). 

*"  The  Whiteside  family,  originally  from  North  Carolina,  is  discussed  bio- 
graphically  by  Philbrick  (ed.).  Laws  Ind.  Terr.  (IHC,  xxi),  cclxi-cclxii,  cclxxiv. 
The  names  of  James,  John,  and  William  (Jr.  and  Sr.)  Whiteside  appear  in  the 
Illinois  Country  as  early  as  1790  (,Terr.  Papers,  N.W.,  ii,  253).  See  also  index, 
ibid.,  in  and  vii  (Ind.),  under  "Whiteside". 

•'  Documentary  evidence  of  the  above  has  not  been  seen. 
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we  Should  have  Land  for  ourselves  &  families,  but  being  partial  to 
our  own  Government  we  chose  to  live  in  a  land  of  Freedom  and 
depend  on  the  benevolence  of  ovu*  own  Government — But  alas  we  are 
yet  disappointed  as  om*  case  is  peculiarly  unfortunate  not  coming 
within  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  S""*  of  March  1791 
and  of  course  destitute  of  any  benifits  arising  therfrom,  notwith- 
standing we  had  Improvements  made  by  our  agent  in  the  year  1790 
&  relmproved  by  ourselves  or  agents  in  April  1791 — Your  Memorial- 
ists flatter  themselves  that  your  Honorable  Bodies  will  take  our  Cause 
into  Consideration  and  grant  us  Such  relief  as  you  in  your  wisdom  may 
think  fit — as  in  duty  bound  we  will  ever  pray — 

John  Givens  thomas  Whiteside  desest  Junior 

Grant  Givens  dec'  W"  G  Whiteside  De" 

Joel  Whiteside  William  Whiteside  Sen"'  Do 

Saml,  Whiteside  Obediah  Short  Do 

Robert  McMahan  Hubbard  Short  heir  of  sd  obadiah 

Joseph  Kinny  snr  Dect  Short  Decast 

Winder  Kinny —      do  Andey  Kinney 

Samuel  Kinny—       do  Davis  Whiteside 

Joseph  Kinny  Junr — do  Wm  Clark 

W"  Kinny  John  C  Whiteside 

George  Dement — do  Robert  Whiteside 

John  Whiteside  Uel,  Whiteside 

William  L  Whiteside  W"  B  Whiteside 

Joseph  Chance  John  Griffin 

Thomas  Whiteside  dec'  George  Griffin 

John  J.  Whiteside  John  Chance — Deseast 

Jacob  Whiteside 

[Endorsed]  Pre-emption  Memorial  of  Sundy  Inhabitants  of  Illi- 
nois Dec'  18.  1815  Ref"  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
Jany.  18—1816     Bill  reported  N°  40 ^^  rejected     M--  Johnson  (of  K^') 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  V:  ALS] 

General  Land  Office  19'"  Decern'  1815 
Sir  Your  letter  of  11'"  Ins'  has  been  received,^  by  which  I  learn 
that  there  is  not  land  sufficient  between  the  Mississippi  &  Illinois 
rivers  &  South  of  the  base  line,  to  meet  the  appropriation  for  military 
bounties.  The  surveys  must  be  extended  North  of  that  line  at  su<"h 
prices  as  you  think  proper,  not  exceeding  three  dollars  p  mile. 


«  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  66,  186-187. 
«  Ante,  p.  258. 
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Your  communication  relative  to  the  Michigan  territory  ♦*  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Secretaries  of  Treasury  &  War,  &  you  shall  be 
duly  apprized  of  the  result." 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed*  serv* 

JosiAH  Meigs. 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe. 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Survey'  General  Chillicothe 
[Postmarked]    Wash"  City  Dec  20  Gen'  Land  Office  J  Meigs    Free 

[Endorsed]  J  Meigs  Dec'  19'"  1815  directs  to  extend  Surveys 
North  of  the  base  line  in  Illinois  &  to  give  $3.00  per  Mile  for  Surveying 


MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  FROM  JOHN  BATE 

[NA:SF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[December  29,  1815] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 

The  memorial  of  John  Bate  humbly  Sheweth : 

That  your  memorialist  on  the  17th  of  March  1814  leased  from  the 
United  States  for  the  term  of  3  years  the  Saline  situated  in  the  territory 
of  the  Illinois  near  the  Wabash  river,  on  the  terms  and  conditions 
mentioned  in  the  contract  filed  in  the  Treasury  Department,  to  which 
your  memorialist  begs  leave  to  refer 

That  at  the  time  your  memorialist  took  possession  of  the  Saline 
the  works  were  in  a  disordered,  and  almost  useless  situation  and 
wholly  inadequate  to  the  manufacture  of  the  quantity  of  the  salt 
which  his  stipulations  with  the  government  compelled  him  to  make 
(150.000  bushels  per  year)  he  was  therefore  compelled  to  build  new 
works  which  he  did  to  an  extent  double  their  former  size — That  in 
repairing  the  old  and  building  new  works,  he  consumed  the  greater 
part  of  the  first  year  of  his  lease,  when,  just  as  he  was  in  a  situation 
to  commence  his  operations  on  an  extended  and  beneficial  scale,  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  river  rose  to  such  an  unusual  and  extraordinary 
height  as  to  inundate,  not  only  the  Saline  grounds,  but  the  lands  adja- 
cent to  them — That  this  inundation  broke  up  the  pipes  to  conduct 


«♦  Nov.  30.  1815  {A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ill,  164-165). 

*•  The  reference  is  to  the  abandonment  of  the  military  tract  in  Michigan  Terri- 
tory and  its  transfer  to  Illinois  and  Missouri  territories.  See  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.), 
x,  617,  and  appropriate  citations  therein.  See  also  Meigs  to  Morrow  and  Robert- 
son, Dec.  19,  1815,  ibid.,  Ind.,  vin,  360-362.  There  are  numerous  letters  from 
Meigs  to  Tiffin  for  1815,  not  here  printed,  relating  principally  to  such  routine 
matters  as  plats  of  survey,  accounts,  et  cetera  in  Illinois  Territory,  in  NA{GLO, 
SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  v) .  There  are  similar  letters  from  Tiffin  to  Meigs  for 
the  same  period  in  NA(GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v). 
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the  waters  to  the  Kettles,  over  flowed  the  wells  and  so  destroyed  the 
works  as  to  render  them  wholly  useless  for  many  months;  your 
memorialist  most  respectfully  states  that  his  losses,  by  these  misfor- 
tunes have  amounted  to  at  least  twenty  five  thousand  dollars,  and  he 
thinks  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  thirty  thousand  dollars — That 
your  memorialist  has  again  commenced  the  repairing  and  rebuilding 
of  the  works,  but  he  has  little  prospect  of  being  enable  to  complete 
them  and  getting  them  into  operations  before  a  great  portion  of  the 
second  year  of  his  lease  must  elaps — he  will  have  then  but  one  year  to 
reimburse  him  for  his  losses  as  well  as  to  compensate  him  for  his 
trouble  and  risk^ — your  memorialist  therefore  prays  that  inasmuch 
as  the  act  of  God  has  been  interposed  in  the  destruction  of  his  works 
and  that  his  lease  is  so  short  as  to  deprive  him  of  all  advantages  for 
his  labour,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may  be  authorized 
to  renew  the  lease  for  the  term  not  exceeding  seven  years,  on  such  terms 
and  under  such  regulations  and  conditions  as  he  may  think  the  interest 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  western  world,  as  well  that  of  the  govern- 
ment and  your  memorialist  may  require. 

John  Bate 

Deer  29*"  1815 

[Endorsed]  14  Cong  1  Sess  Petition  of  John  Bate  praying  the  re- 
newal of  his  lease  of  a  saline  belonging  to  the  United  States  in  the 
Illinois  territory,  for  reasons  &"  1815  Dec'  29"^  Read  &  refd  to  the 
Committee  on  Memorial  of  Miss'  Territory/' 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SAMUEL  McKEE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  2°*  Jan^  1816. 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  note  of  the  30,  of 
December  1815.  "  requesting  information  relative  to  the  good  or  ill 
effects  which  may  result  to  the  public  from  an  extension  of  the  lease 
of  the  Saline  for  the  term  of  seven  years. — 

The  primary  object  of  the  Legislature  in  reserving  the  Salines  which 
might  be  found  on  the  public  lands  was,  doubtless,  the  prevention  of 
monopolies,  and  a  wish  to  furnish  the  people  with  salt  at  as  low  a  price 
as  could  be  reasonably  desired. 

Experience  has  proved  that  the  leases  for  three  years  have  been 
attended  with  difficulties  and  embarrassments,  and  that  the  public 
has  not  experienced  the  advantages  contemplated. 

"  See  act  approved  Apr.  24,  1816  (3  Stat.  296). 

"Not  found.  See  memorial  of  the  Indiana  Legislature,  referred  Jan.  12,  1816 
(Ewbank  and  Riker,  eds..  Laws  Ind.  Terr.,  1809-1816,  IHC,  xx,  816). 
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The  present  Lessee  has  suffered  severely  by  the  extraordinary 
inundation  of  the  river  Ohio  in  April  1815. 

It  is  believed  that  an  extension  of  his  lease  for  seven  years  will  be 
advantageous  to  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  &c 

The  Hon.  Samuel  M^Kee — Chairman  of  the  select  Committee. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  2'"'  Jan^  1816. 

Sir,  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  13""  Ult°**  I  have  to  observe,  that  the 
2°"  sect,  of  of  the  act  of  26'"  March  1804"  establishes  three  land 
offices  (one  of  them  at  Kaskaskia)  and  imposes  upon  the  officers  the 
same  duties  as  are  performed  by  land  officers  previously  appointed,  to 
wit,  the  sale  of  land,  receipt  of  monies,  the  granting  of  final  certificates 
&c. 

The  act  of  21"  April  1806,'"  appropriates  land  in  the  districts  of 
Kaskaskia  and  Vincennes  for  the  location  of  confirmed  claims. — 

The  act  of  3"  March  1807"  authorises  the  Register  at  Vincennes  to 
demand  one  dollar  for  each  certificate  (stating  that  the  party  is  en- 
titled to  a  patent)  but  does  not  authorise  the  register  at  Kaskaskia  to 
make  such  demand. — Subsequent  acts  however  put  the  officers  at 
Kaskaskia  on  better  ground  than  those  at  Vincennes;  the  former  are 
required  to  issue  certificates  of  confirmation;  to  receive  them  in  pay- 
ment for  purchased  lands,  and  to  charge  commission  on  the  amount 
of  such  payments:  you  will  perceive  therefore,  that  it  is  your  duty 
to  issue  final  certificates,  without  any  fee,  so  soon  as  full  payment  has 
been  made,  whether  the  payment  have  been  made  in  Cash,  or  in  cer- 
tificates of  confirmation. — The  final  certificates  should  exhibit  what 
claims  have  been  received  in  payment,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
marked  in  the  records  of  this  office  as  having  been  liquidated. — 

Where  Governors  confirmations  (although  patented  and  filed  in 
your  office)  were  rejected  by  the  board  of  revision,  the  claimants  are 
not  entitled  to  certificates  of  confirmation. — Where  resurveys  were 
made  and  the  claimants  confirmed  in  their  patented  claims  (accord* 
to  the  resurvey)  their  certificates  of  confirmation  will  precisely  pay  for 
such  resurveyed  tracts:  in  such  cases  you  will  also  issue  final  certificates, 
upon  which  patents  will  issue  from  this  office. — 

Michael  Jones  Esq'.  Regis'  L.  office  Kaskaskia. 

"  Ante,  p.  260. 

«  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vu,  173-184. 

«>  2  Stat.  395-396. 

"  2  Stat.  446-448. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:Printed] 

[Referred  January  2,  1816] 

MEMORIAL. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Territory  sheweth;  That  the  Act  passed  by  Con- 
gress at  the  last  session  entitled  "An  act  regulating  and  defining  the 
duties  of  the  United  States'  Judges  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois"  gave 
general  satisfaction  to  the  citizens  of  this  territory,  establishing  in 
general  the  same  Judiciary  system  which  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
session  endeavoiired  to  attain — Yoiu*  memorialists  however  have  dis- 
covered with  regret  a  number  of  defects  which  have  disclosed  them- 
selves in  the  practical  operation  of  that  law  and  doubtless  many  new 
latent  defects  will  shew  themselves  calling  for  Legislative  interposition. 
For  example;  the  13th  and  16th  sections  of  that  law  have  given  to  the 
respective  "Courts"  the  power  of  appointing  clerks — Your  me- 
morialists think  the  Judges  in  vacation  should  have  that  power  in  the 
event  of  a  vacancy,  as  the  clerk  may  die  or  resign  in  the  vacation, 
which  in  the  present  situation  will  produce  a  suspension  of  business 
until  a  regular  term,  where  a  court  shall  be  legally  constituted. — The 
tenure  of  office  of  clerk  is  not  expressed,  nor  the  mode  of  his  removal 
from  office;  nor  is  he  required  to  give  bond  and  security  for  the  faithful 
performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office.  The  law  provides  no  mode  by 
which  the  benefits  of  the  Judiciary  system  can  be  extended  to  new 
counties,  which  will  be  called  for  by  the  rapidly  increasing  population 
of  the  territory.  The  law  provides  no  remedy  for  evils  occasioned  by 
the  death  or  resignation  of  one  of  the  Judges;  no  court  can  be  holden 
in  the  circuit  allotted  to  him  until  the  succeeding  annual  allotment — 
This  evil  has  already  been  felt. — We  your  memoralists  think  the  sur- 
viving Judges  should  be  authorised,  and  it  should  be  made  then 
duty  to  provide  for  holding  the  courts  in  the  circuit  of  the  decedent. 

It  is  found  that  the  Judicial  term  in  some  of  the  counties  is  too 
short — we  think  that  the  limitation  of  the  term  shold  be  taken  off  or 
that  the  Judge  presiding  in  that  county  should  have  the  power  to  hold 
a  special  term  whenever  the  accumulation  of  business  shall  make  it 
necessary  and  proper,  and  that  he  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the 
time  and  direct  the  clerk  to  issue  the  necessary  process. 

The  foregoing  are  among  the  evils  we  labour  under,  which  are  too 
tedious  to  enumerate. 
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Upon  the  most  impartial  and  deliberate  view  that  your  memorialists 
can  take  of  the  subject  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  only  effectual  rem- 
edy that  can  be  applied,  is  to  give  the  local  Legislature  the  power  to 
apply  the  proper  remedies  wherever  the  evils  shall  disclose  themselves. 
All  the  Judicial  power  of  the  Territory  is  confided  to  the  United  States 
Judges  for  the  Territory  (there  being  no  other  courts  except  for  police 
piirposes)  it  is  found  extremely  inconvenient  to  call  on  your  honorable 
body  for  relief.  We  your  memoralist  therefore  respectfully  submit 
to  your  honorable  body  the  propriety  of  passing  a  law  positively 
granting  to  the  Legislature  the  power  of  prescribing  and  defining  the 
duties  of  those  Judges  and  making  such  alterations  in  the  present 
Judiciary  system  as  circumstances  may  require,  which  appears  to  us, 
and  we  have  no  doubt  upon  a  review  of  the  subject,  will  appear  to 
your  honourable  body  to  have  been  contemplated  by  that  part  of  the 
Ordinance  which  authorised  the  organization  of  a  General  Assembly 
in  this  Territory.  And  indeed  if  all  Legislative  Controul  over  a 
Judiciary  system  is  to  be  taken  from  the  Territorial  Legislature  and 
your  honourable  body  should  undertake  to  Legislate  exclusively  upon 
all  matters  and  things  of  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  and  upwards 
which  are  cognizable  by  Courts  of  law  or  Chancery,  it  must  amount 
to  a  nullification  of  the  most  important  powers  of  Legislation  which 
this  Legislatuare  is  presumed  to  possess  and  which  other  Territorial 
Legislatures  have  for  many  years  past  exercised,  and  would  at  the 
same  time  establish  a  precedent  for  taking  from  the  Territory  all  and 
every  other  power  of  local  Legislation. 

Your  Memoralists  pray  your  honourable  body  to  pass  an  act  to 
remedy  the  evils  in  our  Judiciary  system  herein  pointed  out  in  order  to 
give  the  citizens  of  the  Territory  the  immediate  benefits  of  it,  other- 
wise no  remedy  can  be  applied  before  the  next  Session  of  this  Legisla- 
ture.— Also  to  give  this  Legislature  the  power  in  future  to  pass  such 
laws  to  regulate  our  Judiciary  system  as  experience  may  prove  the 
necessity  of. 

And  your  Memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray. 

RiSDON  [MS.  torn]  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Pierre  Menard,  President  of  the  Council. 

A  Resolution  respecting  the  memorial  to  congress  on  the  subject  of 
the  Judiciary. 

Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives. 
That  24  copies  of  the  memorial  to  the  Congres  of  the  United  States  on 
the  subject  of  the  Judiciary  of  this  territory  be  printed  and  forwarded 
on  to  the  (Jeneral  Government  by  the  Executive  of  this  territory. 
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One  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  other  to 
our  Dehgate  in  Congress,  with  a  request  to  our  Deligate,  to  use  his 
exertions  in  procuring  the  passage  of  a  law  as  is  comtemplated  in  said 
memorial. 

RiSDEN  Moore,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Pierre  Menard.  President  of  the  Council. 

[Endorsed]  Memorial  from  the  Legislative  Council  and  house  of 
Representatives  of  Illinois  Territory  (Judiciary  System)  Praying  Jan" 
2.  1816  Ref"*  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. — January  16.  1816 
Bill  reported  Stephenson  N"  4.     Com  Judiciary  ''^ 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO.  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  5'"  January  1816 

Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  accounts  of  Public  Lands  applied  for 
and  monies  entered  during  the  last  quarter  ending  31"  December 
1815."— 

Also  the  receipts  of  the  Receiver  Niimbered  611,  612,  613  &  614 
together  with  returns  for  the  Months  of  July  &  September  "  which 
were  intended  to  accompany  my  letter  of  13""  Dec""  last  ^^  but  were 
omitted. 

The  Receiver  &  myself  have  anticipated  in  our  letter  of  November, 
the  information  requested  in  yours  of  5*"  Dec'  last." 

The  Connected  Plat  has  been  received  together  with  Plats  of  Town- 
ships exhibiting  private  Claims — 

A  designation  of  the  Township  for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  shall  be 
made  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  the  necessary  information. 

Inclosed  you  will  find  another  Claim  together  with  the  substance  of 
the  evidence  in  support  of  it,"  which  we  consider  intitled  to  the  same 
attention  with  those  forwarded  with  our  letter  of  November  last. 

Should  the  Claims  transmitted  by  Col"  Bond  &  myself  be  confirm'd, 


•>  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  114,  173,  544,  563,  698,  702,  705,  716. 
See  act  approved  Apr.  29,  1816  (3  STAT.  327-328),  which  remedied  the  defects  in 
question. 

"  Not  present. 

'*  Not  present. 

"  Ante,  p.  260. 

»« Ante,  p.  256. 

"  Not  present. 
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it  might  be  well  to  number  them,  commencing  with  the  succeeding 
number  to  the  highest,  contained  in  the  abstract  transmitted  in  1813. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones  Reg" 

The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs 

PS.  As  you  express'd  in  your  former  letter  a  wish  of  numbering 
Islands  by  lots  1,  2,  3  &"  ^  and  if  this  course  should  be  adopted  a  Law 
would  become  necessary  I  cannot  therefore  at  this  time  with  the 
limited  information  I  possess  determine  what  course  to  take — whether 
to  sell  such  of  the  Islands  as  have  been  survey'd  &  returned,  now,  on 
application,  or  wait  for  further  instructions — As  these  Islands  never 
were  offered  for  Sale  it  seems  to  me  to  be  proper,  to  give  notice  that 
they  may  be  applied  for  (by  those  having  pretentions)  on  a  given  day — 
lest  some  undue  advantage  should  be  taken  by  those  most  attentive 
CO  their  own  interest — Besides,  there  are  Islands  in  the  Mississippi, 
which  are  said  to  have  been  granted  by  the  India  Company  or  the 
Crown  of  France,  after  the  retrocession  of  this  Country — may  it  not 
be  advisable  to  request  information  on  this  subject  of  the  Officer  of 
the  land  office  of  the  Missouri  District?    Mich'  Jones 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'"  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
(General  Land  Office    Washington 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  5  Jan''  1816  Regis"'  &  Receiver  with  a 
claim  for  a  militia  right.  De  select"  for  a  seminary  De  Sale  of  Islands 
De  numbering  of  late  claims — if  confirmed  Filed  the  above  claim 
with  last  list  rec*  in  letter  dated  29  Nov'  &  sent  a  copy  of  s*  Claim  to 
Com:  pub:  Land    29  Jan"  1816 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  January  8'*  1816 
Sir    Yours  of  the  20*''  of  November  ^  Came  to  hand  late  in 
December  my  being  absent  in  the  Woods  Exploring  the  District  has 
Created  a  Delay  in  Answering  Your  letter 

As  it  respects  M"^  Taylor  his  Object  as  I  have  recently  been  informed 
by  him,  is  only  During  the  present  lease  to  Search  for  &  Assertain 
where  Water  can  be  had,  he  Does  not  Expect  to  Obtain  a  lease  Untill 
the  Expiration  of  the  present  lease  the  Expences  attending  the 
assertaining  where  the  Water  is  he  proposes  to  Defray  himself 


'•  Ante,  p.  219.  Cf.  ante,  p.  229. 
"  AnU,  p.  247. 
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For  your  information  I  would  beg  leave  to  State  to  you  the  present 
Situation  of  the  Works  in  Opperation  at  the  Saline  their  is  at  present 
ten  Establisments  as  the  are  termed,  all  Except  one  are  suplied  from 
what  is  Called  the  half  Moon  lick,  the  other  from  a  Spring  about 
Seven  miles  from  Shawneetown  Immediately  on  the  road  leading  from 
this  place  to  the  half  Moon  lick.  Each  of  those  works  if  properly 
Managed  when  in  Operation  will  produce  foiir  hundred  Bushals  of 
Salt  p'  Week  the  have  made  as  high  as  six  hundred  Bush '  p'  Week 

Their  is  at  present  some  Difficulty  experienced  for  the  Want  of 
Labourers  Should  their  be  two  seperate  establishments  so  near  as 
the  present  and  the  One  Contemplated  by  M"'  Taylor  their  would 
not  only  be  a  Competition  in  the  market,  which  I  am  not  Certain  it 
would  Eventually  be  advantageous  to  the  United  States,  But  an- 
other Evil  Might  Arise  Should  the  competition  Increase  the  wages 
of  hirelings  which  is  at  present  fifty  p"^  Cent  higher  than  the  can  be 
procured  for  at  other  Employment,  It  might  have  a  tendency  to 
Destroy  the  Object  of  the  Government  whose  policy  has  heretofore 
been  to  Keep  this  Article  at  as  redused  a  price  as  possible.  Should 
the  Wages  of  the  hirelings  Encrease  in  Consequence  of  the  Competi- 
tion, and  the  Government  Should  not  reduce  the  Rent  or  Suffer 
them  to  raise  the  price  of  Salt,  Altho  it  would  Not  Immediately  it 
would  remotely  affect  the  Revenue  of  the  United  States  for  the 
Leasee  would  in  future  be  governed  by  the  price  of  Labour  to  Carry 
on  the  Works 

Habit  has  made  this  Article  an  indispensable  nessesary  of  life  the 
poor  Require  as  Much  as  the  Rich,  I  therefore  think  it  Correct  policy 
in  the  Government  not  to  Suffer  it  to  be  Monopolized  or  the  price 
raised  whenever  that  Should  be  the  Case  it  will  Bear  hard  on  the  poor 

M"'  Taylor  has  never  pointed  Out  to  me  the  presise  Situation  where 
he  wishes  to  make  his  Experiments  it  might  possibly  be  in  a  remote 
part  of  the  reserve  where  the  timber  Could  not  Conveniantly  be  made 
use  of  at  the  present  Estabhshment 

For  Your  farther  Information  I  would  state  to  you  the  Situation 
of  the  present  Establishments,  the  are  Situated  from  one  to  three 
miles  from  the  Saline  or  half  Moon,  where  nine  of  the  EstabHshments 
draw  all  their  Water  and  Convey  it  in  pipes. 

Should  M'  Taylor  Succeed  in  Obtaining  a  lease  he  will  Calculate 
as  heretofore  on  having  it  for  a  Mere  Acknowledgement  the  first 
three  Years  and  Should  his  Water  prove  good,  his  wood  handy  and 
his  rent  Inconsiderable  it  would  Enable  him  to  Undersell  the  Othex 
Establishments  at  least  twenty  five  percent 


278  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

I  would  take  the  liberty,  Sir,  of  Suggesting  to  you  for  Considera- 
tion the  policy  of  the  United  States  in  making  the  Experiment  by 
Boreing  for  Salt  Walter  at  Every  flatring  appearance  it  would  Cost 
the  United  States  a  few  thousand  Dollars  But  the  would  be  remun- 
erated in  the  first  lease  on  a  good  saline  when  once  it  was  Assertained 
their  was  good  Salt  water  it  would  Justify  the  Government  in  De- 
manding a  fair  price  for  the  first  lease,  &  on  Making  the  Experiment 
Should  it  prove  that  the  Quallity  or  Quantity  of  the  Water  would  not 
Justify  the  working  the  Saline  the  reserve  Could  be  taken  of  by  the 
president  and  the  lands  sold  their  would  be  No  want  of  Applicants 
to  lease  if  it  was  ascertained  the  water  was  good 

On  the  present  reserve  for  the  Old  Saline  their  is  fifteen  or  twenty 
Improved  plantations  I  would  Suggest  the  policy  of  renting  those 
Improvements  and  let  the  proceeds  be  applied  to  repairing  and  Keeping 
in  order  the  road  leading  from  this  place  to  the  Saline  which  is  want- 
ing Repairs  Continually  it  being  Used  principly  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  the  salt  it  would  lessen  the  carrage  of  that  Article  by  being 
Kept  in  good  repair 

It  is  Impossible  Almost  for  the  [MS.  torn]  to  Keep  the  Boundary 
Clear  of  Intruders  their  is  but  one  way  to  prevent  them  that  is  by 
Burning  the  Cabbins  &  fencing,  a  number  of  the  Improvements  would 
rent  very  well  Under  the  Eye  of  Vigilent  agent  I  think  it  would  be 
better  policy  to  rent  than  to  Destroy  those  leassees  woul  be  bound 
to  keep  the  Improvements  tennantable  &  not  Destroy  the  timber 
in  that  Case  the  would  be  productive  at  present  the  are  not — We 
have  just  Rec"  News  of  the  Death  of  Nelson  Rector  Report  says 
went  on  to  the  Arcansaw  to  Survey  and  their  Blew  out  his  own 
Brains 

I  am  Sir    Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob*  Ser' 

Tho'  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  office  at  Shawneetown 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'    Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Grcneral 
Land  Office  Washington  City    Mail 

[Endorsed]  T  Sloo  de  Salines  Intruders  on  reserva"  may  they 
rent  their  Improvem"    Ans"*  17  Febru>' " 


•'  Post,  p.  302.  See  statement  of  monies  paid  into  the  Treasury  on  account  of 
rent  of  the  Saline  near  the  Wabash  for  the  years  1811  to  1815  inclusive  in  A.S.P., 
Pub.  Lands,  iv,  520;  and  an  abstract  of  amount  of  rent  accruing  from  the  same 
taken  from  the  accounts  of  Isaac  White  and  Leonard  White,  agents,  and  John 
Bate,  lessee,  for  the  years  1807  to  1818,  inclusive,  loc.  cU. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[Referred  January  9,  1816] 
To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled 
The  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  Illinois  Territory  Respectfully  Represents 

That  by  An  Act  of  Congress  approved  the  16'"  day  of  April  1814  '^ 
it  is  provided,  That  it  shall  after  the  first  day  of  October  then  next, 
be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  being  owner  of  any  unlocated 
confirmed  Claim  to  enter  with  the  Register  of  Land  Office  for  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia,  any  quantity  of  Land  within  the  Reserved 
Tract,  therein  designated  not  exceeding  one  quarter  of  a  Section  more 
than  the  quantity  of  acres  contained  in  his  claim,  and  to  deliver  to 
the  Receiver  of  Public  Monies  his  evidence  of  claim,  which  should  be 
received  in  payment  for  the  number  of  Acres  specified  therein  and  any 
person  failing  or  refusing  to  enter  or  locate  his  Claim  within  the  Re- 
served Tract  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  1815  should  forfeit  all 
right  or  claim  against  the  United  States  derived  from  confirmation 
under  the  said  act  or  any  former  Law,  as  in  and  by  said  Act  will  more 
fully  appear — 

Your  Memorialists  therefore  pray  that  all  Claims  which  were  not 
tendered  in  conformity  with  the  aforesaid  Act  &  which  have  been 
declared  forfeited,  amounting  to  about  4000  acres"  may  be'revived 
and  made  receivable  in  payment  for  Public  Land  in  conformity  with 
the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Act,  any  time  prior  to  the  first  of  May 
next  with  a  provision  in  favour  of  such  Claimants  as  live  without  the 
limits  of  the  Territory,  extending  the  time  as  to  them,  to  the  first  of 
October  next,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with,  or  procrastinate  the  Sale  of 
Public  Land — Your  Memorialists  further  beg  leave  to  represent,  that 
the  pre-emptioners  on  fractional  Sections  without  the  reserved  Tract 
are  not  provided  for  by  the  several  Acts  granting  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion, in  favour  of  whom  we  pray  for  the  passage  of  a  Law  extending  to 
them  the  right  of  entering  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
aforesaid  Act  one  or  more  adjoining  fractional  quarter  Sections  includ- 
ing their  improvements,  or  the  fraction  improved  and  the  quarter 
Section  or  fraction  adjoining  or  at  their  option,  only  the  fraction  im- 
proved, altho'  less  than  a  quarter  Section,  this  indulgence  will  only 
place  them  on  an  equality  with  their  neighbours  who  improved  entire 
quarter  Sections — ^And  your  Memorialists  shall  ever  pray. 

RiSDON  Moore  Speak  of  the  H.  R 
Pierre  Menard  president  of  the  concil 

"  3  Stat.  125-127. 
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Resolved,  By  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives, 
That  four  Copies  of  the  foregoing  Memorial  be  forwarded  by  the 
Excutive  of  this  Territory,  to  the  following  persons  vz' — One  to  the 
Secratary  of  the  Treasury. — One  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office — And  the  other  two  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress  and  he  is 
hereby  requested  to  use  his  utmost  exertions,  to  procure  the  passage 
of  such  a  law  as  is  prayed  for  in  said  Memorial. — 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represntatvs 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  the  Council 

[Endorsed]  Memorial  from  the  Legislative  Council  and  house  of 
representatives  of  Illinois  Territory  the  pray  for  forther  time  to  be 
alio"  to  locate  Confirmed  Claims  Jan''  9—1816  Ref  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  Jan>'  18.  1816  Bill  reported — 
N°  40 **  granted  see  letter  of  Commissioner  Middleton  P.  9. 
Pub.  Lands 


MEMORIAL  TO  THE  PRESIDENT  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY 

INA:WD,  SWDF,  M55:DS] 

[January  11,  1816] 
To  James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States 

The  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Territory,  beg  leave  to  express  their  deep  concern 
in  the  anticipation  of  the  misery  to  which  a  portion  of  the  most 
worthy  citizens  of  our  country  will  be  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the 
Act  of  Congress  passed  the  S'"  day  of  March  1807  entitled  "An  Act 
to  prevent  settlements  being  made  on  public  land"."* — Altho'  we  are 
sensible  that  under  certain  circumstances  such  restrictions  are  proper 
and  must  be  resorted  to.  Yet  we  cannot  see  the  policy  or  the  necessity 
of  enforcing  the  said  law  in  this  Territory.  The  rise  and  progress  of 
its  population  has  been  slow  and  imperceptable, — many  moved  to  the 
Territory  peradventure  with  the  intention  of  purchasing  lands,  some 
of  whom  have  done  so,^Others  less  fortunate  are  yet  without  the 
means,  their  poverty  we  view  as  giving  them  an  additional  claim  on 
the  indulgence  of  the  government,  since  most  if  not  all  of  them  have 
instead  of  accumulating  property,  been  made  to  expend  what  little 
they  had  during  the  last  three  years  of  war  with  our  savage  enemy, 
in  which  they  were  actively  engaged  in  maintaining  and  defending 
the  Country 

"  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  139,  187,  494,  496,  505,  698,  702,  716. 
See  act  approved  Apr.  27,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308),  designed  to  meet  the  desires 
of  the  petitioners. 

••  2  Stat.  445-446. 
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We  Your  memorialists  are  pursuaded  that  no  pretensions  of  claim 
are  set  up  by  any  of  the  settlers  on  public  land  within  this  Territory. — 
And  confiding  in  the  patriotism  and  orderly  deportment  of  this  class 
of  citizens,  we  can  vouch  for  the  prompt  and  peaceable  surrender  of 
the  lands  so  occupied  whenever  demanded  either  by  the  government 
or  such  as  may  in  the  mean  time  acquire  a  title  by  purchase.  As  a 
precautionary  measure  however,  should  you  deem  it  expedient,  per- 
mits might  be  granted,  on  the  conditions  expressed  in  the  aforsaid 
Act.  We  cannot  believe  that  the  unauthorised  settlers  on  public  land 
are  committing  waste,  on  the  contrary  we  believe  they  are  adding 
greatly  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  rendering  the  land  more 
valuable;  and  most  of  those  will  be  enabled  to  purchase  a  quarter 
section  including  their  improvements  before  the  land  will  be  applied 
for  by  others.  Indeed  a  very  great  number  in  the  district  of  Kas- 
kaskia  who  have  pay  due  them  from  the  United  States  for  services 
to  the  amount  of  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  are  only  waiting 
for  the  Land  Office  to  open  when  they  will  secure  their  labour. 

We  Yoiu-  memorialists  actuated  by  a  sense  of  Justice  are  impelled 
to  solicit  your  interposition  in  averting  a  scene  so  afflicting  to  humanity 
as  that  which  must  necessarily  result  from  the  operation  of  the  aforsaid 
Act." 

January  IV  1816. 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  the  Council 

[Addressed]  President  of  the  United  States — 

[Endorsed]  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory — 
relative  to  the  removing  setlers  off  the  U.  S.  lands — Feby  1816. 


NICHOLAS  BOILVIN  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B61:LS1 

Prairie  des  Chiens  11'"  Jan^  1816 
To  THE  HoNB'«  W"  H.  Crawford  Esq' 

Sir — Being  deprived  of  the  honour  of  seeing  you  (on  Account  of 
your  Journey  in  France)  previous  my  leaving  Washington  I  called 
upon  James  Monroe  Esq'  occupying  your  situation,  who  ordered  me 
to  my  station  And  there  execute  my  orders  in  Conformity  to  the 

"  Relative  to  the  operation  of  the  act  in  question  in  other  territories  respecting 
intruders  or  unauthorized  settlers  on  public  lands,  consult  the  indexes,  under  the 
entries,  "Intruders,"  "Land,"  or  "United  States  Congress,"  in  Terr.  Papers 
(Miss.),  vols.  V  and  vz;  ibid.  (Ind.),  vols  vii  and  vni;  ibid.  (Orleans),  vol.  ix; 
ibid.  (Mich.),  vols,  x,  xi,  and  xii;  ibid.  (La.-Mo.),  vols,  xiii,  xiv,  and  xv;  and 
ibid.  (111.),  vol.  XVI. 
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treaty  with  Great  Britain — After  a  long  and  Tedious  Voyage  I  arrived 
from  thence  at  S'  Louis  to  receive  instructions  for  the  Preservation  of 
the  Frontiers  Governor  Ninian  Edward  thought  expedient  that  I 
should  proceed  immediately  to  Prairie  des  Chiens  to  send  the  principal 
Chiefs  of  each  tribe  to  treat  with  the  Commissioners  at  a  Place  Called 
Portage  des  Sioux  *• — on  the  Contrary  Governor  Clark  thought  it 
would  be  Dangerous  for  me  as  the  Indians  were  Still  Committing 
depredations — Giving  it  for  His  opinion  that  a  War  with  them  was 
necessary — Contrary  to  my  instructions  from  Head  Quarters,  to  try 
to  bring  them  to  Peace  &  Conciliation,  in  the  same  time  after  Such 
advices  if  they  Committed  any  insult  they  could  only  expect  a  violent 
&  unmerciful  War  against  them — 

After  some  time  on  my  Journey  with  all  my  family  I  arrived  at  the 
Rock  River  amongst  Indians  who  were  dancing  American  &  French 
Scalps — I  remained  three  days  with  them  exposed  to  their  Generosity 
if  such  expression  can  be  used  with  Indians — without  Forces  to  repulse 
their  insults  &  no  presents  from  Government;  but  what  little  I  was 
obliged  to  procure  myself — After  a  good  number  of  difficulties  I 
granted  them  their  pardon  in  the  name  of  the  United  States  &  pro- 
mised faithfully  to  remain  Quiet  &  Such  they  Said,  was  there  orders 
from  the  British  Government — I  prevailed  to  Send  Several  men  to 
Portage  des  Sioux  they  were  Sent  back  dissatisfied — 

I  arrived  at  last  to  the  Prairie  des  Chiens  after  finding  the  Missis- 
sipi  lined  with  Indians  for  the  Preservation  of  that  River — &  I  was 
Kindly  received  by  the  Winebagoes  of  the  Rock  River  who  are  Called 
the  Worst  of  Savage — all  this  was  performed  without  Support  from 
Government,  altho  they  was  no  Scarcity  of  them  in  Store  &  had  been 
promised  to  me — 

I  am  now  here  to  the  Mercy  of  these  Indians  without  provisions, 
(when  plenty  ought  to  have  been  Sent  from  S'  Louis)  it  is  lucky  for 
me  that  their  Former  Confidence  in  me  Still  exist — With  support  from 
Government  I  can  easily  Conduct  them  according  instructions  I  will 
receive  in  future  which  will  be  punctually  executed — ^They  often 
Speak  Highly  of  the  President  of  the  U.  States  Thanks  him  for  the 
existing  Peace  &  the  hope  he  will  fulfill  his  promises  to  them^ 

In  few  Months  I  shall  see  about  10,000  Indians,  to  hear  the  parole 
of  their  American  Father  I  have  not  a  Morcel  to  give  them  which 
depresses  the  influence  of  the  United  States  with  Indians — When  a 
Number  of  them  will  proceed  to  Fort  Drummon  on  Lake  Huron  to 
receive  a  Quantity  of  Goods  from  the  British  Government — 


••  Boilvin  tarried  sufficiently  long  here  to  sign,  as  a  witness,  the  two  treaties  of 
July  18,  1815  (7  Stat.  123,  124). 
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In  the  hopes  that  you  will  order  Supplies  to  be  Sent  to  S*^  Louis 
early  in  the  Spring,  to  do  away  the  Idea,  they  Have  that  the  Ameri- 
cans always  intend  to  deceive  them — 

I  remain  Sir— Your  Very  Obd'  &  Humble  Servant 

Nicolas  Boilvin  agent 

[Addressed]  William  H.  Crawford  Esq""  Secretary  of  War  to  the 
United  States — Washington 

[Endorsed]  Prairie  du  Chien  11  January  1816  Nicholas  Boilvin 
Relative  to  his  mission  to  that  post  &"  to  execute  the  orders  of  the 
Gov'  on  Indian  Affairs — March  1816. 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

Clinton  Hill  Post  Office  12'"  January  1816 — 
Sir — Yours  of  the  22''  Ult"  was  received  on  the  5'"  Inst  ^'^I  sent 
immediately  for  the  Messr^  Moores^ — and  they  came  to  this  Office 
on  Monday  last — M'  E.  Moore  having  also  rec"*  a  letter  of  the  above 
date  °' — On  account  of  my  being  not  in  a  good  state  of  health  since 
I  returned  from  the  Illinois  I  had  not  started  to  finish  my  Job,  that 
remained  unfinished  last  spring,  on  the  waters  of  Kaskaskia  River 
however,  I  intended  starting  on  last  monday  but  the  rec'  of  your 
letter  made  some  delay  necessary  in  order  to  make  different  arange- 
ments — The  Messr^  Moores  appear  to  be  something  loath  to  embark 
again  for  the  Illinois  R.  at  this  time,  however  they  have  agreed  to 
go  on,  with  all  possible  dispatch — The  following  is  their  note  left  with 
me  to  insert  in  this  letter  "We  intend  trying  to  survey  as  much  as 
Nine  hundred  Miles — We  intend  starting  as  soon  as  possible,  but 
under  the  present  circumstances  we  cannot  be  on  the  ground  to 
commence  work,  before  the  fore  part  of  February  next.  The  com- 
pensation allowed,  we  have  no  right  to  complain  of,  neither  do  we — 
Yet  that  is  not  the  cause  of  our  embarking  in  the  present  contract — 
But  believing  that  the  Surveyor  General  is  very  much  urged  by 
Government — to  have  those  lands  surveyed  immediately,  and  in 
order  to  releive  him  from  difficulties  in  which  he  might  be  involved 
in  consequence  of  our  refusal;  and  he  having  reposed  confidence  in 
us;  and  the  time  being  so  far  spent  in  which  the  work  ought  to  be 
done;  he  could  not  procure  other  hands  to  do  s"  work  in  time — 
Therefore  we  consent  to  go  and  brook  the  difficulties  that  we  must 
meet  with  in  consequence  thereof — beleiving  at  the  same  time  we 

"  Not  found. 
'*  Not  found. 
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shall  confer  a  favour  on  the  Government  under  present  circum- 
stances,— from  whom,  and  the  surveyor  General,  we  look  for  further 
patronage,  in  the  surveying  line" — 

As  to  myself  I  am  willing  to  undertake  to  survey  an  equal  quantity 
in  proportion,  with  that  named  by  Messr'  Mores  provided  I  am 
permitted  to  employ  good  Surveyors  and  be  accountable  for  their 
doing  their  work  well — Your  predecessor  gave  me  the  privilege  of 
employing  such  help  as  I  would  approve  of  myself,  in  my  former 
contract^ — If  such  measures  meet  your  approbation — The  persons 
that  I  wish  to  employ  in  order  to  complete  both  jobs  at  the  same  time 
are  William  H.  Bradsby  and  Isaac  E.  Robertson — They  have,  each 
of  them  spent  some  considerable  time  with  me  in  the  theory  of  sur- 
veying, and  they  have  likewise  been  with  me  in  the  field — The  former 
is  about  30  years  old — the  latter  about  23 — and  in  reputable  standing 
in  point  of  morrals — If  you  think  proper  to  sanction  such  assistance 
under  present  circumstances  you  can,  if  deemed  proper  on  the  receipt 
of  this,  forward  a  deputation  to  each  of  those  persons — In  the  mean 
time  I  shall  presume  in  consequence  of  former  permission,  to  employ 
one  or  both  of  those  persons — As  the  Messr"  Moores  are  not  willing 
to  go  to  the  Illinois  River  without  company — It  is  probable  Sir, 
that  M"^  Edwards  must  have  been  with  you  soon  after  the  date  of 
your  letter  above  alluded  to — If  so  it  is  probable  that  the  quantity 
to  be  surveyed  by  him  and  M'  Stubbs  will  be  designated  by  special 
Contract.  M'  Stubbs  has  seen  your  letter  to  me,  and  observes  that 
he  should  not  be  willing  to  fit  out  for  the  Illinois  again,  unless  he  was 
ensured  as  much,  or  more,  than  he  was  entitled  to  in  his  former 
Contract— I  tell  him  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  he  will  have  as  much 
to  do  as  he  will  be  willing  to  do  at  one  Job,  or  in  one  Tour,  and  I 
believe  that  he  is  now  making  preparations  to  go  on  in  company — 

I  have  been  in  expectation  of  M''  McDonalds  return  from  from  the 
Illinois  for  some  days  past,  but  I  have  not  seen  him,  nor  heard  of  his 
return  yet,  perhaps  him,  or  his  son,  might  be  willing  to  return,  If 
they  have  not  suffered  too  much  in  the  late  cold  season — 

It  is  probable  that  you  will  have  heard  of  N.  Rectors  decease  by 
Suicide,  before  this  reaches  you— 

I  am  Sir  with  sentiments  of  esteem  Yoiu*  Most  Obedient  Hum" 
Serv* 

J  Messinger 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq''  Surveyor  General  of  The  United  States 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  of  The  United 
States  Chillicothe—  [Postmarked]  J.  Messinger  P.M.  Clinton  Hill 
Free 
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[Endorsed]    ReC  Feb^  4""  1816    Jn°  Messinger  going  to  Siuvey 
North  of  the  base  Hne,  IlHnois  *^ 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  HENRY  CLAY 
[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Jan^  13.  1816 

Sir  Agreeably  to  the  request  of  the  legislative  council,  and  house 
of  representatives  of  this  Territory,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit to  you,  their  memorial  to  Congress,  prajdng  for  an  alteration  or 
modification,  of  the  powers  confered  by  the  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Territory,  on  the  Governor  thereof — 

Contests  upon  such  subjects,  between  the  Executive,  and  the  other 
branches  of  the  local  legislature,  being  calculated  only,  to  generate 
a  great  degree  of  party  spirit;  highly  injurious  to  the  tranquility  of 
Territorial  Governments;  and  Congress  being  the  proper,  and  com- 
petent tribunal  for  deciding  upon  such  subjects;  I  have  long  since 
determined  to  endeavour  faithfully,  and  independently  to  discharge 
any  duties,  that  might  be  confided  to  me;  but  never  either  directly,  or 
indirectly  to  oppose  any  petition  to  congress  for  taking  any  power 
whatever  out  of  my  hands — 

In  the  present  case,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  every  member  of 
both  houses  of  our  legislature,  is  my  personal  friend;  and  as  their 
memorial  alleges  no  objections,  to  my  official  conduct;  I  neither  have, 
nor  shall  I  make  any  opposition  to  it;  believing  that  in  consequence  of 
such  a  course,  the  decision,  whatever  it  may  be,  will  be  more  likely  to 
give  general  satisfaction;  and  to  prevent  Congress  from  being  troubled 
with  a  repetition  of  similar  petitions 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Sir  yr  mo  Obd'  Sev* 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Henry  Clay  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
representatives  of  the  Congress  of  the  U.  S. 

[Enclosure:DS] 

Memorial  to  Congress  from  the  Legislative  Assembly 

[Referred  February  14, 1816] 

To  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

We  the  Legislative  Council  &  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  Illinois  Territory,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  repre- 
sent to  your  honourable  body,  That  we  consider  the  concentration  of 
so  many,  and  such  important  powers,  in  the  hands  of  any  one  man, 
as  are  granted  by  the  Ordinance  for  the  Government  of  the  Territory, 

"  No  reply  found. 
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to  the  Governor  thereof,  to  be  a  badge  of  Colonial  degradation,  in- 
consistent with  those  principles  of  Republicanism  which  have  been 
consecrated  by  the  wisdom  &  virtue  of  every  State  in  the  union; 
subversive  of  the  just  &  equal  rights  of  freemen;  &  at  the  same  time 
wholly  unnecessary,  as  a  means  of  protecting  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  within  this  Territory. 

Wherefore  we  solicit  on  behalf  of  our  fellow  Citizens  &  ourselves 
such  alterations,  and  modifications  of  those  powers,  as  will  confer 
upon  the  good  people  of  this  Territory,  the  same  rights  &  privileges 
of  self  government,  that  are  possessed  by  the  respective  States,  so 
far  as  the  same  may  be  consistent  with  our  present  relation  to  the 
General  Government 

The  power  which  the  Governor  possesses  of  preventing  the  passage 
of  any  law,  that  may  be  agreed  to,  by  the  two  houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, we  think  ought  to  be  totally,  abolished,  or  at  least  to  be  limited 
as  is  done  in  several  State  Constitutions.  He  also  has  the  exclusive 
&  uncontrolable  power  of  appointing  all  officers  in  the  Territory, 
whose  appointments  are  not  made  by  the  President  &  Senate  of 
United  States — As  the  people  are  greatly  interested  in  the  proper 
selection  of  those  Officers,  we  think  they  or  their  representatives  ought 
to  have  the  power  of  making  those  appointments,  or  at  least  they 
should  have  some  efficient  control  over  them;  or  a  participation  in 
making  them.  Having  nothing  to  alledge  against  the  manner  in 
which  those  powers  have  been  hitherto  exercised  by  our  present 
Governor;  &  being  influenced  by  no  opposition  whatever  to  him,  our 
present  petition  is  the  result  of  our  deliberate  reflection;  &  is  dictated 
by  the  respect  we  feel  for  the  principles  of  rational  liberty  and  the 
equal  rights  of  man.  We  therefore  flatter  ourselves  that  our  petition 
will  receive  from  your  honourable  body  a  patient  hearing  and  a  dis- 
passionate consideration 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representativs 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  The  Council 

Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  &  House  of  Representatives, 
That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  forward  two  Copies  of  the  Memo- 
rial to  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  powers  of  the  Governor,  one  to 
our  Delegate  in  Congress;  one  to  the  speaker  of  the  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  Congress  with  a  request  to  our  Delegate  to  use  his 
exertions  to  get  a  repeal  of  those  parts  of  the  Ordinance,  prayed  for 
by  the  Memorial. — 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  The  Council 
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[Endorsed]  Memorial  Legislature  of  Illinois  Territory — (Governors 
powers)  Feb''  14,  1816  Ref"  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. — 
Feb>'  29— 1816.— Report  made— pet.  rejected'" 


COMMISSION  OF  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 
[SD:Misc.  Perm.  Comms.,  D] 

[January  16,  1816] 
James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting: 

Know  ye.  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the 
patriotism.  Integrity  and  Abilities  of  NiNlAN  Edwards  of  the  IlUnois 
Territory,  I  have  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  do  appoint  him  Governor  in  and  over  the  said  Terri- 
tory; '^  and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the 
duties  of  that  Office  according  to  law;  and  to  Have  and  to  Hold  the 
said  office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments  to  the 
same  of  right  appertaining  for  the  term  of  three  years  from  the  day  of 
the  date  hereof;  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the 
time  being  should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and  determine  this 
Commission. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  Letters  to  be 
L.s.     made  patent,  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  here- 
unto affixed.     Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington the  sixteenth  day  of  January  a.d.  1816;  and  of  the  Independ- 
ence of  the  United  States  the  Fortieth. 

James  Madison. 
By  the  President, 
Ja"  Monroe,  Sec''  of  State. 


COMMISSION  OF  JUDGE  TOWLES 

[SD:Misc.  Perm.  Comms.,  D] 

[January  16,  1816] 
James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of- America, 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting: 

Know  Ye,  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the  Wis- 
dom, Uprightness  and  Learning  of  Thomas  Towles  of  Kentucky,  I 
have  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 


'"  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  324,  417. 

"  Nominated  Jan.  8  and   confirmed  Jan.  9,  1816  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  ill 
20,21). 
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do  appoint  him  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Illinois  Territory;  " 
and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of 
that  office  according  to  law,  and  to  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said  office, 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments  to  the  same  of  right 
appertaining  during  his  good  behaviour,  or  during  the  existence  of  the 
Government  established  by  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  passed  the  3"  of  February  1809,  entitled  "An  Act  for  dividing 
the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  Separate  Governments",  and  the 
Ordinance  of  Congress  passed  on  the  13'"  of  July  1787,  therein  referred 
to;  he  to  reside  in  the  said  Territory. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  Letters  to  be 

L.S    made  patent  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  here- 

imto  affixed.    Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington 

the  Sixteenth  day  of  January  a.d.  1816;  and  of  the  Independence  of 

the  United  States  the  Fortieth. 

James  Madison 
By  the  President, 
Ja'  Monroe,  Sec"  of  State. 


TIMOTHY  NASH  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

INA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskia  January  17.  1816 

Sir,  Herewith  I  transmit  inclosed,  the  Account  of  monies  received 
for  the  month  of  December  1815." 

Your  Letter  of  the  23"  November  last  has  been  received.'*  — The 
Receiver  having  been  for  a  considerable  length  of  time,  confined  by 
sickness  to  his  room  has  concluded  to  postpone  forwarding  his  quar- 
terly return  untill  the  statement  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury-, 
refered  to,  in  your  letter,  is  received  at  this  Office,  when  the  existing 
errors  shall  be  corrected  and  the  report  forwarded  without  delay. 
The  Receiver  presumes  that  this  course  will  create  no  inconvenience 
to  the  Treasury  Department  as  there  has  been  so  little  business 
transacted  in  this  Office  during  the  last  quarter. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  Obd'  Serv* 

Tim"  Nash    Clk. 

Hon  J.  Meigs  Commss'  Gen'  Land  Office. 


"  hoc.  eit. 
"  Not  present. 

'*  To  Bond  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  containing  instructions  relative 
to  the  correction  of  errors  in  the  receiver's  books. 
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[Addressed]    Hon"'^  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  17.  Jan''     Free 

[Endorsed]  1816  Kaskaskia  S  Bond  with  returns  for  dec' 


REPORT  OF  HOUSE  COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS  ON 
SUNDRY  PETITIONS 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:AD] 

[January  18,  1816] 
The  committee  on  the  public  lands  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions 
of  sundry  frontier  inhabitants  of  the  territories  of  Illinois  and  Indi- 
ana respectfully  report    That  the  petitioners  having  settled  on  the 
public  lands  contrary  to  law  pray  to  have  a  preference  in  the  pur- 
chase of  the  tracts  on  which  they  respectively  reside  and  which  they 
have  improved  and  cultivated    The  committee  cannot  believe  that 
the  petitioners  are  entitled  to  the  indulgence  prayed  for — there  was 
no  necessity  for  their  establishing  the  settlements  of  which  they 
speak,  offices  for  some  years  past  have  been  opened  for  the  sale  of 
public  land  in  the  state  of  Ohio  &  in  the  territory  adjacent,  where 
the  Petitioners  might  have  made  their  purchases  at  the  price  and 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law — 
The  Committee  submit  the  following  resolution — 
Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted 

[Endorsed]    Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  on  the 
petitions  following — Viz 

Inhabitants  of  Indiana  &  Illinois  pres"^  Dec'  14    '° 
d"         of  Illinois  D"   15""'« 

d"         of  Indiana  Jan^  18'" " 

Made  Jany  18  1816  Petitions  rejected  '*  Robertson  P.  18.  agreed 


DELEGATE  STEPHENSON  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters  :ALS] 

Washington  19'"  Jan'  1816 
Sir,  I  feel  myseK  impelled  by  a  sence  of  duty  towaards  a  number  of 
Citizens  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  remonstrate  against  the  execution 
of  the  late  proclamation  issued  by  the  President  to  remove  setlers 


"  Ante,  p.  29. 

'«  Ante,  p.  261. 

"  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VIII,  367-368. 

"  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  187. 
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upon  the  public  lands  after  the  [blank]  day  in  March  next  " — should 
this  order  be  inforced  it  will  in  the  above  Territory,  be  distressing  to 
many  Citizens  and  not  beneficial  to  the  interest  of  the  government, 
My  object  in  addressing  you,  is,  to  solicit  that  a  time  may  be  set  for 
the  removal  of  the  above  setlers  one  or  two  months,  after,  they  shall 
have  an  opportunity  of  purchasing  the  land  on  which  they  have  setled 
and  made  improvements — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  sir  verry  respectfully  your  & 

B:  Stephenson 

[Addressed]    Honorable,  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State 
[Endorsed]    B.  Stephenson— Washington  19.  Jan^  1816.     Remon- 
strates against  the  execution  of  the  president's  proclamation  for  the 
removal  of  Intruders  on  the  public  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory. 
The  President 


MEMORIAL    TO    CONGRESS    BY    FRANCIS    LEBARON 
[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:ADS] 

[January  24,  1816] 
To  the  Hon}'^'  the  Senate  &  Hon""  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assembled — 

The  Memorial  of  Francis  LeBaron  respectfully  sheweth. 

That  during  a  residence  of  several  years  on  the  Island  of  Michili- 
mackinac  Your  Memorialist  employed  all  that  portion  of  His  time 
which  the  avocation  of  His  professional  duties  enabled  Him  to  devote 
to  it,  to  the  examination  of  the  natural  history  of  that  unexplored 
region,  and  more  particularly  to  its  Mineralogy.  Having  understood 
that  there  were  Copper  Mines  on  Lake  Superior  He  directed  His  en- 
quiries to  this  subject,  &  was  at  much  labour  &  expence  in  exploring 
the  Shores  &  Islands  of  that  extensive  Water — From  several  Specimens 
of  copper  ore,  &  of  Virgin  Copper  which  He  procured,  as  well  as  from 
various  and  strong  general  indications,  He  has  little  doubt,  that,  with 
proper  arrangement,  extensive  Mines  of  this  valuable  Metal  may  be 
opened,  &  worked,  to  advantage,  a  circumstance  that  would  contrib- 
ute greatly  to  the  prosperity  &  independance  of  these  United  States. 
From  a  confidence  your  Memorialist  entertains  of  the  eventual  suc- 
cess of  such  an  undertaking.  He  would  cheerfully  &  seriously  engage 
in  it  immediately,  with  no  other  prospects  of  remuneration  than  such 
as  that  success  promises,  Provaded,  the  government  would  ensure  to 
Him  the  proceeds  of  His  labour  &  enterprise  for  a  limited  time. — 

Yoiir  Memorialist  therefore  prays,  that,  Congress  will  grant  to  Him 

"  The  proclamation,  dated  Dec.  12,  1815,  is  printed  in  Richardson  (comp.). 
Messages  and  Papers,  I,  572-573. 
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the  right  to  open  &  work  any  Copper  Mine  which  He  may  discover,  or 
cause  to  be  discovered  on  or  near  the  Southern  Shores  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, &  on  the  Islands  thereof  within  the  Hmits  of  the  United  States 
for  a  certain  number  of  years;  Upon  such  terms  &  conditions  as  the 
nature  &  importance  of  the  subject  may  sugest  to  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  as  proper  &  just. — &  Your  Memoralist  as  in  duty  bound  will 
ever  pray. 

Francis  LeBaron 
Washington  City  Jan''  24"'  1816. 

[Endorsed]  14  Cong  1  Sess  S  Memorial  of  Francis  Le  Barron,  pray- 
ing a  grant  of  the  privilege  of  opening  and  working  any  copper  mine 
which  he  may  discover  on  the  Southern  shores  of  Lake  Superior  &° 
&.  1816  Jany  25  read  and  refd  to  Messrs  Varnum,  Mason  of  Virginia 
Daggett.*"  Dec^  19'"  1816  Ref*  to  M--  Conner,  M^  Root  &  M'  Th" 
Wilson.*!    Conner  A.  19.  Sel.  Com  (31 


FRANCIS  LEBARON'S  ANSWERS    TO    QUERIES    ON    THE 
COPPER  MINES  AND  THE  FUR  TRADE 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:ADS] 

[December  24,  1816]*^ 
Answers  to  enquiries  made  on  the  subject  of  the  Copper  Mines  of  Lake 
Superior,  and  the  Fur  Trade  of  that  Country,  requiring  for  informa- 
tion, what  advantages  would  arrise  to  the  United  States  if  they  should 
incourage  the  working  of  the  Mines,  or  adventuring  in  the  Fur 
Trade.— 

Question  1"  To  what  extent  is  the  Indian  title  on  the  Shores  of 
Lake  Superior? 

Answer,  The  United  States  has  not  extinguished  the  Indian  title 
to  one  acre  of  land  North  and  west  of  Michilimackinac;  there  is 
however  a  small  village  on  the  River  S'  Mary  this  Village  is  situated 
at  the  Falls,  or  foot  of  the  Rapids  of  the  River  &  is  the  outlet  of  Lake 
Superior,  the  Village  is  situated  on  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  the 
French  King  in  1660  to  a  Noble  of  France  who  came  over  to  Canada 
with  the  French  Troops;  this  tract  is  bounded  on  the  River  twelve 
leagues  &  extends  six  leagues  back  from  the  River,  the  grant  however 
has  never  been  confirmed  either  by  the  English,  or  American  Govern- 
ments, although  the  Land  has  been  frequently  bought,  &  sold^by 
Speculators. — 

*"  Avnals,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.  (Senate),  94-95. 
8'  Ibid.,  2  sess.  (House),  336. 

«2  This  document  is  found  with  the  preceding,  and  by  reason  of  its  immediate 
relevance  to  the  latter  it  is  here  printed  out  of  its  sequential  order. 
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Question  2*  To  what  extent,  &  how  far  from  the  Shores  of  Lake 
Superior  do  you  wish  to  search  for  &  work  Mines? 

Answer,  We  want  to  piu"chase  no  Lands  whatever  of  the  Indians, 
only  a  privilege  for  working  those  Mines  for  twenty  years  which  are 
situated  on  the  South  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  and  on  Rivers  that 
empties  themselves  into  that  part  of  the  Lake,  twenty  miles  from 
their  mouths,  with  permission  to  errect  Houses,  Stores,  Shops,  Fur- 
'  naces  &  temporary  Stockades  for  that  given  time. — 

Question  S"*  Are  there  any  American  Settlements  on  the  Shores 
or  Rivers,?  where  &  how  Many? 

Answer,  There  are  no  Settlements  whatever  in  that  whole  tract  of 
Country,  except  the  Village  above  mentioned,  &  the  British  trading 
Houses  which  extend  over  that  Fur  Country. — 

Question  4'"  Is  there  any  Fur  Trade  now  carried  on  at  the  South 
side  of  Lake  Superior,  &  by  Whom? — • 

Answer,  A  most  valuable  trade  is  carried  on  in  that  Country  by  the 
old  established  British  North  West  Company  to  one  third  of  their 
whole  amount  of  Trade,  &  such  has  been  the  quantity  of  merchandize 
imported  for  the  purpose  of  that  Trade  that  They  generally  enter  at 
the  Custom  House  at  'Mackinac  a  few  hundred  dollars  annually  to 
save  appearences;  There  are  no  Americans  as  yet  engaged  in  the  trade 
of  that  valuable  fur  Country,  with  the  exception  of  One  Man,  &  the 
British  Traders  still  occupy  their  old  Stations  in  consequence  of  no 
Americans  coming  forward  for  Licences  from  the  Indian  Agent  at 
'Mackinac!    The  Country  is  yet  unknown  to  Them. — 

Six  years  since  I  engaged  in  that  Trade,  &  found  it  valuable,  but 
was  forced  to  abandon  it  on  my  being  ordered  to  Philadelphia;  My 
Clerks  were  directed  to  station  Themselves  at  two  distant  Points,  to 
erect  Stockades,  hoist  the  American  Flag,  &  invite  the  neighbouring 
Indians  to  trade,  Such  was  the  cordial  friendship  They  met  with,  & 
such  the  encouragement  as  to  induce  Me  to  send  a  second  year,  A 
deputation  of  Indians  came  to  'Mackinac  &  invited  the  Americans  to 
come  amoung  Them,  that  They  should  be  encouraged;  &  requested 
the  Commanding  Officer  to  afford  assistance  to  every  American  who 
was  disposed  to  come  &  trade  with  Them. 

Question  5'"  What  Tribe  of  Indians  inhabit  the  south  side  of  Lake 
Superior,  &  how  numerous? 

Answer  The  Chippawa  Nation  posses  exclusively  all  the  Country 
from  the  South  Shore  of  Lake  Superior  to  the  waters  that  empties 
themselves  into  the  Mississippi,  They  are  numerous  &  warlike  & 
furnished  the  British  with  near  one  Thousand  Auxiliaries  during  the 
late  wars. — 

Question  6""  Does  the  last  Treaty  exclude  the  British  from  trading 
with  the  Indian  on  the  S  Side  of  Lake  Superior? 
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Answer,  The  Treaty  which  Jay  made  protected  &  encouraged  the 
British  Trader,  by  gi\"ing  them  all  the  rights  &  privileges  of  an  Ameri- 
can in  the  Indian  Country,  which  privilege  they  enjoyed  untill  the  late 
War!  The  Treaty  of  Ghent  wisely  rejected  that  indulgence,  &  at  this 
time  the  American  Gov'  intends  incouraging  the  American  Trader 
alone,  whenever  He  presents  Himself  with  sufficient  Merchandize,  & 
character,  untill  that  can  be  effected,  policy  &  sound  judgement  must 
oblige  the  Gov'  to  allow  foreign  Traders  to  continue  the  usual  supplies 
to  the  Indians,  otherwise  The  Indian  would  become  disatisfied  under 
any  privation  eminating  from  American  policy  which  They  could  not 
comprehend;  The  great  desirable  object  of  the  Gov'  should  be  a  liberal 
support  to  the  American  Adventurer  who  will  go  forward  &  supply  the 
place  of  the  foreign  Trader,  &  inculcate  American  principals  in  the 
minds  of  the  Savage,  and  let  Them  see  that  They  are  hereafter  to  look 
up  to  the  American  People  for  trade,  &  protection,  let  the  American 
Flag  wave  over  Our  trading  Houses,  &  Stockades,  instead  of  the  British 
which  is  now  seen  at  every  lake  &  river  in  that  district  of  Country!  ! 
Let  the  Indians  (who  are  naturally  observing)  familiariz  themselves 
with  the  American,  &  His  character,  &  learn  the  real  policy  of  Gov' 
towards  Them;  This  would  at  once  become  the  means  of  cementing  a 
bond  of  friendship  &  confidence,  whose  utility  would  be  of  the  greatest 
political  consequence  to  both. — 

Question  7""  What  will  be  the  advantages  in  a  natural  point  of 
view  of  working  the  Mines  in  that  Quarter? 

A'nswer,  No  company  could  support  the  vast  expence  of  exploring 
Mines  of  Copper  Ore  on  the  Shores  of  Lake  Superior,  unless,  They 
connect  with  it  the  Fur  Trade,  by  that  means  employ  the  Miners  in 
the  winter  season  in  collecting  Furs;  Ten  men  can  smelt  the  ore  which 
fifty  can  dig  &  bring  to  the  smelting  furnaces;  The  summer  season  is 
the  only  one  that  miners  can  dig  the  ore,  in  that  frozen  region,  untill 
there  are  excavations  made  in  the  Earth  that  will  contain  Men  so  far 
within  its  bowels  as  to  produce  a  temperate  climate;  The  People  gener- 
ally have  a  most  false  Idea  of  the  ease  by  which  Copper  can  be  collected 
in  that  Country,  it  has  been  caused  by  the  stories  of  Travellers  who 
have  never  visited  the  Mines,  &  rec'^  Their  accounts  from  Traders  who 
know  nothing  about  them;  These  stories  have  bee  so  exagerated  as  to 
become  as  fabulous  as  any  one  in  the  Arabian  Nights. — 

Question  8'"    Is  the  navigation  good  to  'Mackinac,  an  above? 

Answer,  The  na^^gation  is  good  from  Buffalo  in  the  State  of  New 
York  to  the  Village  of  S'  Mary's,  &  would  be  navigable  to  Lake  Supe- 
rior was  it  not  for  the  Rapids  of  the  River  S'  Marys  which  is  one  mile 
long,  to  pass  this  on  the  American  side  there  is  a  good  road  for  the 
portage  of  one  mile  from  the  Village  to  the  Lake  where  Vessells  of  any 
tonnage  can  load;  on  the  British  side  there  is  a  Canal;  The  Vessells  & 
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Boats  that  are  employed  in  earring  up  Provision  &  merchandize,  can 
bring  return  cargoes  of  Furs  &  Copper. — 

Question  9'"  Is  there  any  connection  or  passage  between  the  S  Side 
of  L  Superior  &  the  Mississippi? 

Answer,  The  Rivers  that  empty  themselves  on  the  south  shore  of 
Lake  Superior  take  their  rise  from  Lakes  situated  on  the  hight  of  land 
which  seperates  the  waters  of  the  Lakes  from  those  of  the  Mississippi ; 
at  one  end  of  these  Lakes  the  water  decends  into  the  Lake,  &  at  the 
other  into  the  Miss';  It  is  on  these  lakes  &  rivers  the  Traders  usually 
establish  Themselves,  some  going  from  the  lake,  &  some  going  up  the 
Mississippi. — 

Question  10'",  Have  not  the  British  derived  their  ascendancy  in  that 
Quarter  by  trading  with  the  Indian? 

Answer,  Whoever  supplies  an  Indian  with  His  necessary  merchandize 
the  last,  is  His  last  friend!  when  I  sent  into  that  Country  to  oppose 
the  North  West  Company,  the  Indians  almost  to  a  man  attached 
Themselves  to  my  Trading  Houses,  &  would  have  fought  &  driven  oflF 
the  NW  Trader  from  the  American  Territory,  if  the  Military  Com- 
mandant of  'Mackinac  had  expressed  a  wish  to  that  effect  Had 
American  Traders  then  occupied  the  whole  of  that  Country  the  same 
effect  would  have  been  produced;  when  I  left  that  Trade,  one  year 
before  the  last  War,  the  British  Traders  immediately  commenced 
their  intrigue  with  the  Indians,  &  Cannadians,  &  made  the  very  cir- 
cumstance of  my  withdrawing  from  the  Country  &  Trade,  operate 
unfavourably  to  Our  interest;  It  is  my  opinion,  &  I  believe  the  opinion 
of  every  One  conversant  with  the  Indian  Maners,  &  trade,  that  the 
British  never  could  have  retained  Canada  the  last  war,  or  had  it  in 
their  power  to  have  caused  so  many  horrid  massacres  on  Our  Frontiers, 
had  the  Govern'  been  sufficiently  cautious  to  have  commenced  from 
the  expiration  of  that  part  of  Jay's  Treaty  before  alluded  to, 
&  gradually  excluded  foreign  Traders  from  all  our  Indian  Countrys 
This  political  measure  would  have  forced  the  Indians  to  feel  their 
dependance  on  the  U  States  thus  their  fear  &  interest  would  have 
been  a  sure  pledge  for  their  fidelity;  On  the  contrary  British  Traders 
have  ever  been  jealous  that  the  American  enterprise  would  one  day, 
or  other  be  turned  towards  that  Country  &  Trade,  to  prevent  this 
They  have  made  it  one  of  their  first  duties  to  prejudice  the  Savage 
against  every  thing  that  was  American!  Some  of  them  have  been 
employed  by  the  British  Gov'  with  an  Agency  for  that  purpose, 
incorporated  with  their  trading  liberties!  Let  the  policy  of  the  U 
States  towards  the  Indians  be,  to  allow  Americans  only  to  go  into  the 
Indian  Country,  &  incourage  the  laudable  &  enterprising  Trader;  & 
let  that  Trader  be  bound  to  act  conformable  to  the  Laws  regulating 
Indian  Trade. — 
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Question  11 ""  How  would  Your  Establishment  at  the  Mines,  be 
connected,  in  the  p'-osecution  of  the  Pur  Trade? 

Answer  to  the  11""  Question.  In  exploring  the  Country  about  Lake 
Superior  for  Copper  Mines  the  Indian  Fur  Trade  must  be  connected 
with  it  for  the  first  few  years,  otherwise  the  value  of  metal  procured 
would  be  so  inadequate  to  the  expences  that  a  Company  would  soon 
be  obliged  to  abandon  the  Object  if,  two  thirds  of  the  Men  employed 
in  the  Summer  months  searching  for  veins  of  ore,  could  not  be  usefully 
engaged  collecting  Furs  in  the  winter,  by  that  means  the  profits 
arrising  from  the  fur  trade  would  be  equivalent  to  the  extra  expence 
in  mineralogical  researches — In  a  few  Years  a  Colony  would  be  formed 
of  a  hardy,  industrious,  &  brave  people,  attached  to  the  Gov'  of  the 
U  States,  &  forming  a  Barrier  on  that  Frontier  which  would  give  con- 
fidence to  New  Adventurers,  &  would  produce  a  speady  settlement  of 
the  intermediate  territory  between  the  Shores  of  Lake  Superior  & 
Detroit!  The  strong  prejudices  now  existing  in  the  Indian  mind 
against  the  Americans  which  have  been  exited  &  kep  alive  by  British 
policy  would  gradually  be  lessened  by  intercourse  &  association — It 
is  then  the  mild  &  humane  policy  which  the  U  States  wishes  to  observe 
towards  the  Indian  Nations,  within  Their  Territories,  could  be  adopted 
with  effect  producing  harmony  &  good  will  towards  each  other. — 

I  consider  the  U  States  would  be  sufficiently  compensated  by  the 
desired  political  consequences  which  would  arrise  in  working  these 
mines  as  to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petioners  without  demanding  any 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  Metal;  The  purchase  from  the  Chippawa  Indians 
of  their  right  to  work  the  Mines  for  twenty  years  ought  to  be  defrayed 
by  the  Company,  &  a  purchase  of  the  privilege  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  President  of  the  U  States;  The  Mines  if  worth  working  will  be 
more  valuable  at  the  expiration  of  the  20  years,  to  the  U  States  than 
they  will  be  at  any  one  time  to  the  Petitioners. 

Francis  LeBaron 

New  York  Dec'  24  ">  1816 


A  BILL  AUTHORIZING  THE  OPENING  OF  COPPER  MINES 

[NA:SF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:Printed] 

No.  XX. 

In  Senate  of  the  United  States 

February  6,  1816. 
Mr.  Varnum,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Francis  Le  Barron,  reported  the  following  bill,  which  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 
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A  Bill  Authorizing  the  opening  and  working  Copper  Mines  on  Lake 

Superior,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  in  Congress  assembled,  That  an  exclusive  right  is 
hereby  granted  to  Francis  Le  Barron,  of  Massachusetts,  at  his  own 
risk  and  expense,  for  the  term  of  [blank]  years,  from  the  first  day  of 
January,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen,  to 
open  and  work  any  copper  mine  or  mines  which  he  may  discover  on  the 
southern  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  and  on  the  islands  thereof,  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States:  Provided,  that  no  measures  shall  be 
taken  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  until  the  aforesaid  Le  Barron  shall 
have  obtained,  by  fair  purchase,  at  his  own  expense,  under  the 
directions  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  all  claims  of  Indians 
to  the  mines  aforesaid,  for  the  term  above  mentioned,  and  to  dig  and 
work  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  before  proceeding  to  exercise 
any  power  by  virtue  of  this  act,  the  aforesaid  Le  Barron  shall  give 
good  and  sufficient  security  to  the  United  States,  under  the  direction 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  that  he  will  deliver  at  Detroit 
one  tenth  part  of  the  copper  which  he  may  obtain  from  said  mines, 
the  same  to  be  delivered  in  pigs,  and  to  such  officer  of  the  United 
States  as  may  be  designated;  and  that  he  will  account  to  the  United 
States  in  such  manner  as  the  President  thereof  may  direct. 

[Endorsed]  XX  14  Cong  1  Sess.  A  Bill  Authorizing  the  opening  and 
working  Copper  Mines  on  Lake  Superior,  and  for  other  purposes. 
1816  February  6  Read  and  &  to  2"'  Reading  [February]  7— Post  to 
Monday  next  16  Rejected  *^ 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  7^"  February  1816 
Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  accounts  of  Lands  Applied  for  and 

Monies  received  from  the  1"'  to  the  31  of  January  1816  inclusive 

also  the  Receipts  granted  by  the  Receiver  numbered  615,  616  &  617 

cancell'd.** 

Your  letter  of  the  2"  ultimo  '*  came  to  hand  in  which  I  perceive 

that  my  meaning  in  my  letter  of  the  13  Dec'  last  *'  was  not  either 


**  Senate  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  149,  158,  194. 
••  Not  present. 
»  Ante,  p.  272. 
"  Ante,  p.  260. 
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fully  express'd  or  not  properly  understood  by  you^ — I  never  supposed 
that  I  was  intitled  to  any  fee  for  issuing  final  certificates  for  Lands 
sold — the  granting  of  which  is  a  duty  incident  to  my  Office  as  Regis- 
ter but  for  making  Certificates  of  confirmation  for  confirm'd  located 
claims  (other  than  those  unlocated  confirm'd  Claims  surrendered  in 
payment  for  Lands  under  the  Act  of  16""  April  1814)  I  am  I  should 
suppose  intitled  in  justice  to  a  compensation  which  ought  to  be  pro- 
vided as  has  been  done  in  other  Districts — Vinciennes,  Missoiu-i, 
Michigan  &  Mississippi — since  this  is  not  a  duty  incident  to  my 
Office  as  Register  and  as  I  am  not  required  by  any  Act  of  Congress 
to  perform  this  duty  it  will  not  I  hope  be  exacted  without  an  ade- 
quate compensation  which  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  recommend 

In  granting  certificates  of  confirmation  in  cases  where  the  Land 
was  survey'd  according  to  the  original  Boundary^ — or  on  Survey'd 
improvement  or  Militia  claims  is  a  duty  distinct  from  the  duties 
assign'd  to  the  Registers  of  the  several  Land  Offices — it  is  a  duty 
arising  out  of  the  Office  of  Commissions  which  was  superadded  to 
that  of  Register  and  yet  this  duty  of  granting  Certificates  of  con- 
firmation of  located  confirm'd  Claims  is  not  made  the  duty  by  Law 
either  of  the  Register  or  Commissioners — and  as  I  received  Seventy 
five  cents  for  granting  certificates  of  confirmation  of  the  unlocated 
Claims  which  it  was  made  my  duty  by  the  Act  of  16  April  1814  to 
issue  I  cannot  see  why  I  should  not  receive  what  other  Registers 
have  received  for  performing  similar  services — no  legal  pro\'ision  has 
been  made  for  issuing  these  Certificates;  and  M'  Gallatin  stated  in 
his  letter  of  7'"  May  1810  *'  that  "another  Law  will  be  wanted  for 
enabling  confirm'd  Claimants  to  obtain  patents — It  is  highly  probable 
that  the  law  will  (in  every  respect)  be  similar  to  that  pass'd  on  the 
S"*  of  march  1807  *'  in  relation  to  the  Vinciennes  confirm'd  Claims 
and  to  which  I  refer  you  for  information" 

Is  it  expected  that  my  certificate  shall  state  the  courses — distances 
&  boundaries  at  lenghth  as  found  on  the  connected  plat  or  only  a 
Certificate  stating  that  the  improvement  (as  the  case  may  be)  Claim 
of  A  B  N°  [blank]  containing  [blank]  Acres  has  been  confirm'd  to 
C  D  (fe""  bounded  &  discribed  as  set  forth  in  the  connected  Plat  fvu-- 
nished  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia  by  the  Surveyor 
General  designated  on  said  Plat  by  Survey  N°  [blank] 

Should  a  full  discription  of  the  Boundaries,  courses,  distances, 
bearing-Trees — intersections  &c  become  necessary  in  every  case  to 
the  number  of  from  1500  to  2000  claims;  the  Task  will  prove  a  very 
laborious  and  expensive  one — I  have  supposed  that  as  your  Depart- 

«' An<€,  XVI,  98. 

««  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VII,  433-436. 
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ment  is  furnished  with  a  duplicate  of  the  connected  Plat  of  these 
surveys  a  full  discription  might  be  dispensed  with  in  my  Certificate — I 
have  not  yet  received  all  the  information  from  the  Surveyor  Generals 
Office  to  enable  me  to  make  out  in  all  cases  the  final  Certificates — 
some  corrections  are  yet  to  be  made  by  M'  Rector- — as  soon  as  I 
receive  this  information  I  shall  issue  the  certificates 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  Serv' — 

Mich'  Jones  Reg' 

[Addressed]    The  Hon*"'  Josiah  Meigs    Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Oflace  Washington    [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  Feby.  8'"  Free 

[Endorsed]    7  feb  Kaskas '  M '  Jones — located  confirmed  claims 
cant  be  patented  Ans"  2"  Mar:  *'  &  wrote  to  Com'  pub  Land  same  day 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  13'"  Feb.  1816. 

Sir,  Your  favor  of  13'"  Ult" ""  covering  a  resolution  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  Illinois  territory  has  been  received ;  from  the  tenor  of  which 
I  am  induced  to  believe  that  the  instructions  issued  from  this  office  to 
the  Land-officers  at  Kaskaskia  (in  relation  to  transfers  of  confirmed 
claims)  have  been  misunderstood. — On  the  10'"  April  last  I  wrote 
to  the  Register  as  follows.*' — "It  will  be  necessary,  that  the  transfers 
which  convey  a  confirmed  claim  to  other  persons  should  be  transmitted 
with  the  final  certificate,  that  the  chain  of  title  from  the  confirmee  to 
the  patentee  may  be  complete  in  this  office." — The  above  instruction 
does  not  require  any  transfers  which  may  have  passed  between 
original  claimants  and  confirmees,  but  simply  such  as  have  passed 
from  the  confirmees  to  other  persons. — If,  indeed,  persons  who  appear 
(on  the  transcripts  of  commissioners  decisions  confirmed  by  Congress) 
to  be  entitled  to  certificates  of  confirmation,  have  sold  their  right  to 
such  certificates,  evidence  of  such  sale  must  have  been  produced  to 
the  Register,  to  authorize  him  to  issue  such  certificates;  and  this 
evidence  should  accompany  said  certificates  to  this  office,  to  shew  the 
chain  of  title  from  the  person  confirmed  by  Congress  to  the  person 
claiming  the  patent. 

If  any  of  those  transfers  are  not  duly  acknowledged  before  a  Magis- 

^  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  advising  that  he  had  recommended  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  that  provision  should  be  made  for  issuing  patents 
and  certificates  for  confirmed  located  claims  in  the  Kaskaskia  district,  similar  to 
the  provisions  in  force  for  the  Vincennes  district. 

•»  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  E). 

"  Ante,  p.  167,  to  the  Receiver. 
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trate,  or  other  competent  authority,  a  patent  cannot  (according  to  the 
practice  of  this  office)  issue;  and  I  doubt  much  that  Congress  will 
interfere  for  the  purpose  of  relaxing  the  rigidity  of  our  practice  in 
requiring  evidence  of  the  alienation  of  claims  confirmed  by  that 
body.'^— 
I  am  &c. 

His  Excellency  N.  Edwards  Kaskaslda. 


MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE 
ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DSl 

[Referred  February  13,  1816] 
To  the  Honourable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  Assembled — • 

The  members  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Territory  beg  leave  to  represent.  That  three 
companies  of  mounted  troops  called  Rangers  were  organized  in  the 
Counties  of  S'  Clair  and  Madison  and  other  parts  of  this  Territory 
during  the  late  war,  that  these  troops  did  continue  in  service  until 
the  fifteenth  day  of  November  1815,  when  they  were  discharged — 
many  of  whom  were  seated  on  public  land  and  had  by  the  Act  of 
Congress  passed  the  16'"  April  1814  extending  the  right  of  pre- 
emption,^^ but  for  want  of  money  could  not  avail  themselves  of  that 
right  without  purchasing  unlocated  claims  (which  they  procured  on 
a  credit  and  frequently  gave  mortgages  for  the  Security  of  the  debt) 
belie\'ing  that  their  pay  from  the  United  States  would  enable  them 
to  redeem  the  mortgages — Others  have  borrowed  money  to  pay  the 
first  instalment  and  relied  on  recei\ang  the  money  due  them  from 
the  United  States  to  meet  their  engagements — another  class  of  citizens 
who  were  engaged  in  the  Sendee  as  Rangers  and  militia  entered  their 
lands  at  Congress  price  and  are  unable  to  meet  the  Second  instal- 
ment— Unfortunately  the  resources  of  the  government  under  the 
pressure  of  the  times  could  not  meet  the  demands  of  their  veterans 
within  the  time  contemplated,  of  course  they  will  be  left  destitute 
of  the  means  of  freeing  their  property  from  the  incimibrances  of 
those  mortgages  and  contracts— Your  memorialists  therefore  pray 
that  your  honourable  body  will  consider  this  discription  of  citizens 
as  forming  an  exception  to  all  other  troops  having  Claims  on  their 
Government,  Should  they  not  be  able  to  meet  the  demands  of  the 

"  A  portion  of  this  letter  to  Edwards  was  quoted  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  Feb.  14,  1816  (NA.GLO,  Misc.  Let.  Bk.  6). 
»3  3  Stat.  125-127. 
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mortgagees  and  other  creditors,  their  farms  will  in  all  probability 
be  Swept  away  by  the  large  claim  holders  and  monied  interest  of  the 
Country — We  your  memorialists  therefore  beg  leave  to  suggest  the 
propriety  of  passing  a  law  declaring  all  Certificates  of  the  paymaster 
for  pay,  clothing  and  subsistence  due  those  troops  or  any  other  of 
the  militia  of  the  Illinois  Territory  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  any 
of  the  purchase  money  of  lands  purchased  from  the  United  States. 
This  measure  we  your  memorialists  consider  as  unexceptionable  since 
the  greater  part  if  not  all  of  it  would  (if  paid  in  Specie)  be  paid  over 
immediately  into  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  of  public  monies  for  the 
districts  of  Kaskaskia  and  Shawneetown.  And  we  your  memorialists 
are  sensible  of  the  reasonableness  of  the  pretentions  of  this  class  of 
the  Citizens  of  this  Territory,  and  we  beg  leave  to  express  our  entire 
conviction  that  a  law  in  conformity  with  their  demands  (in  the  event 
of  their  not  being  paid  off  shortly)  will  be  found  not  only  a  wise  but 
a  just  and  humane  policy 

RiSDON  Moore,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  representatives 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  the  Council 

Resolved  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Illinois  Territory,  that  the  Governor  be  requested  to  transmit 
two  copies  of  the  memorial  to  congress  on  the  subject  of  the  Rangers, 
one  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress  and  request  his  patronage  to  said 
memorial  and  one  copy  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  congress  of  the  United  States — 

RiSDON  Moore  Speaker  of  the  House  of  representatives 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  The  Council 

[Endorsed]  Memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois  Ter.  (in  favor  of 
Rangers)  Feby  13—1816  Ref  to  the  Military  Committee  Feb"  28. 
1816  Com.  Discharged  Pet.  to  lie  on  Table  «♦  Dischd  &  to  lie  The 
object  of  this  memorial  has  been  accomplished  by  sending  money 
to  pay  the  corps  within  mentioned  Memorial  for  Rangers  Stephenson 
L.  13.  Mil"  M" 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  EDWARD 

TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  viiLS) 

Kaskaskia  14'"  February  1816 
Sir,  In  your  Letter  of  the  26'"  of  April  last  "  you  obligingly  promised 
to  use  your  endeavours  to  obtain  permission  to  survey  the  land  for- 
merly designated  in  the  nothern  part  of  our  District  so  soon  as  M' 

•'  House  Journal,  14  Cong,  1  sess.,  pp.  324,  411. 
•»  Not  found. 
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Rector  shall  have  made  his  returns — We  shall  therefore  at  present 
only  remind  you  of  our  wishes  as  express'd  in  our  former  letter — 
The  object  of  this  letter  is  to  express  the  high  opinion  we  entertain 
of  the  talents,  integrity  and  usefulness  of  M"'  Elias  Barcroft  who  is 
now  engaged  in  completing  the  business  of  this  District — This  Gentle- 
man with  whom  we  have  been  long  acquainted  and  who  has  obligingly 
given  us  such  useful  information,  from  time  to  time,  is  about  to  leave 
us,  unless  he  can  be  employed  in  Surveying  some  of  the  Public  Land 
in  this  District — We  therefore  beg  leave  to  state  our  firm  conviction 
that  no  one  is  more  extensively  acquainted  with  the  sub-division  of 
Townships  nor  more  attentive  to  business — 

Should  it  be  consistent  with  your  arrangements  to  assign  him  that 
part  of  our  District  which  you  may  direct  to  be  sub-divided  it  would 
be  extremely  gratifying  to  us — and  we  are  persuaded  that  the  work 
would  be  executed  under  his  direction  with  the  utmost  accuracy  and 
dispatch 

The  Appointment  you  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on  him  formerly 
(if,  such  an  office  exists)  is  not  a  very  profitable  one,  and  yet  he  is 
better  qualified  to  discharge  the  duties — having  a  general  Knowledge 
of  the  lines  of  private  Surveys  &"  in  short  we  feel  it  of  importance  to 
this  Department  that  he  should  be  retained — 

We  are,  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  Ob'  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones 
S.  Bond — 

HoN"'^  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  Gen' 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'''°  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  General  Chillicothe 
Ohio    [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  14'"  Feby  S7% 

[Endorsed]  Mich'  Jones  Kaskaskia  rec"  March— 1816  Ans<"  "— 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  15  Feb.  1816. 
Sir,  The  register  of  the  Land-office  at  Shawneetown,  in  a  letter 
dated  13'"  Ult"  "  states,  that  Daniel  Davis  on  the  7'"  Novem^  1814, 
entered  the  N.  W.  }i  of  12 — 8 — 4  with  a  view  to  cover  his  imprve- 
ment — that  he  has  improved  the  N  W.  K  of  21—8 — 4 — the  corner  tree 
being  erroneously  marked  by  the  surveyor  12  instead  of  21. — The 


»»  Not  found. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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Register  says  he  is  apprehensive  there  are  other  persons  in  similar 
situations. — 

Will  you  take  the  trouble  of  introducing  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  said 
Davis,  similar  to  two  acts  passed  on  the  6""  Ins'  °'  or  perhaps  it  would 
be  better  that  the  Committee  of  public  lands  should  introduce  a  bill 
authorizing  the  Commiss''  of  the  General  Land-office  or  the  Secretary 
of  the  treasury  to  grant  relief  in  such  cases,  and  thereby  preclude  the 
necessity  in  future  of  legislating  for  individual  cases. 

I  am  &c. 

Hon.  Col.  Stephenson  Delegate  from  the  Illinois  territory  House 
of  Represent'  

JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  office  17""  Feb'  1816.— 
Sir,  In  your  letter  of  8'"  Jan"  °*  you  suggest  the  propriety  of  renting 
the  tracts  improved  by  intruders  upon  the  reservation  for  the  Saline. — 
I  do  not  know  of  any  authority  given  by  law  to  rent  these  lands — ^they 
were  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  Saline,  and  if  intruders  are  permitted 
to  remain  and  destroy  the  timber,  the  reservation  is  nugatory. — Can- 
not the  intruders  be  removed  under  the  authority  of  the  late  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  of  the  U.  States. — 
I  am  &c. 

Thomas  Sloo  Esq'  Regis'  L.  office  Shawneetown — 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawnletown    Feb'  17""  1816 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gt  i'  Land  Office 

Sir  I  have  the  Honor  herewith  to  transmit  you  the  report  of  M' 
White  and  his  associates  Who  were  Appointed  to  disignate  the  Saline 
Boundary  '  I  also  forward  you  a  Map  of  the  Boundary.^  I  have  here- 
tofore at  the  Request  of  M'  White  furnished  him  one  mrp  for  the  land 
Department  One  for  Governer  Edwards  and  one  for  his  own  use 

I  have  been  informed  by  the  Oldest  Setlers  and  men  of  Observation 
that  the  Water  at  the  Saline  is  much  Weaker  than  when  the  first 
opened  the  Saline  Owing  as  the  Supose  to  the  Old  wells  being  left 
open  and  large  Quantitys  of  fresh  water  Rece"  into  those  wells  incor- 

•*  6  Stat.  157. 
••  Ante,  p.  276. 
'  Not  present. 
•  Not  present. 
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perate  with  the  Salt  and  Weaken  it  Very  much,  Would  it  not  be  good 
policy  to  make  it  the  Duty  of  a  Leassee  when  Ever  a  well  was  aban- 
doned to  fill  it  up  Immediately  under  the  Direction  of  the  Agent 

Before  I  Conclude  this  letter  permit  me  to  remark,  that  Since  the 
late  honorable  &  happy  termination,  of  our  differences  with  Great 
Britain  &  her  Savage  Allies,  their  has  been  a  Considerable  flow  of 
Imegration  to  that  part  of  Our  District  Which  Remained  Unexposed 
at  the  late  Public  Sales,  and  as  their  are  daily  applications  for  Entering 
in  that  tract,  I  would  beg  leave  to  recommend  the  same  to  be  offered 
at  public  sale  when  Compatable  with  the  arrangments  of  the  Govern- 
ment 

The  Receiver  Concurs  in  Opinion  with  me  in  recommending  the 
Early  Attention  of  the  Government  to  this  Subject 

Their  are  a  Number  of  the  Oldest  Setlers  in  that  part  of  Our  District 
who  are  &  have  been  prepared  to  Enter  their  lands  when  Ever  the 
are  Exposed  for  Sale 

At  present  the  Come  within  the  provisions  of  the  presidents  proc- 
lamation and  feel  themselves  very  Unpleasantly  Situated. 

Should  the  president  Deem  it  advisable  to  Expose  those  lands  for 
Sale,  I  Should  Supose  that  at  about  the  first  of  September  next  would 
be  a  Sutible  period  for  the  Sales  to  Commence.' 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho'  Sloo  Register 
Of  the  land  office  at  Shawneetown 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Tho'  Sloo  with  map  of  reservation  for  Saline — rec- 
ommends a  public  Sale  &  that  Lessees  of  Saline  should  fill  old  Wells. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  STEPHENSON 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

19'"  Feb.  1816. 
Sir,  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  17'"  Ins'  *  I  have  to  observe,  that  by 
the  letter  of  the  Register  of  the  Land  office  at  Shawneetown  (of  which 
letter  I  transmit  herewith  an  extract)^  it  appears  that  Daniel  Davis 
is  a  poor  man,  and  probably  ignorant  of  the  mode  of  seeking  relief  from 
the  injury  he  has  sustained  through  the  error  of  a  public  surveyor  in 
numbering  the  trees. — I  deem  it  my  duty  to  endeavour  to  do  equal 
justice  to  the  poor  and  the  ignorant,  the  rich  and  the  more  enlightened. 

'  Acknowledged  Mar.  19,  1816  (,NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

*  Not  found. 

>  Cf.  ante,  p.  301. 
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and  therefore  presented  his  case  to  you  as  the  representative  of  the 
party  aggrieved. — 
I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Hon.  B.  Stephenson  House  of  Represent' 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  INHABITANTS  OF  SHAWNEE- 
TOWN 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.iDS] 

Shawneetown  February.  22''  1816 

To  the  Honorable  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 
assembled: — The  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
Region  of  Country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  United  States  Saline 
near  the  Wabash,  humbly  sheweth ;— That  your  petitioners  have  seen 
in  the  pubHck  papers  that  a  Bill  is  before  your  honorable  body  for  the 
purpose  of  extending  a  lease  of  the  said  Salt  works  to  John  Bate  the 
present  Lessee,  your  petitioners  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  they  have 
no  doubt  that  it  would  be  of  publick  utility  both  to  the  government 
and  to  the  peson  leasing,  that  the  term  of  time  should  be  extended 
for  letting  those  works;  but  at  the  same  time  your  petitioners  are 
fearfull  that  if  such  a  priviledge  is  granted  to  the  present  Lessee  that 
it  will  languish  as  it  has  done  since  the  commencement  of  his  Lease, 
which  produces  great  injury  to  the  Country  adjacent  to  the  s"  Salt 
works; — It  is  the  general  report  and  your  petitioners  are  under  the 
impressions  that  the  wretched  management,  and  the  situation  of  a 
part  of  the  manufactory  arrises  from  the  want  of  Knowledge  in  the 
Lessee,  and  of  adequate  funds  to  prosecute  it  as  he  ought; — and  your 
petitioners  see  with  deep  concern  that  the  credit  of  the  present  Lessee 
is  so  low,  that  no  dependance  can  be  placed  on  him,  even  tho'  the  lease 
was  extended  to  him  for  a  longer  term. 

Your  petitioners  hope  that  the  premises  Considered  your  honorable 
body  will  not  extend  the  lease  to  the  present  Lessee,  and  as  in  duty 
bound  we  shall  ever  pray  &c. — 
Ephraim  Hubbard  Jr  Moses  H  Rawlings 

Jephth  Hardin  Michael  Jones 

Sam'  Hayes  James  Blue 

Tho"  E,  Craig  Thomas  C  Browne 

B  B  Smith  H.  Oldham 

[Endorsed]  McLean  (K"  D.  12.  Com.  Whole  on  Jn°  Bates  bill 
Illinois.  Petition  of  Sundry  Inhabitants  of  Shawnee  Town. — 
(Counter  to  J.  Bates  Bill)  March  12.  1816   Ref  to  the  Committee  of 
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the  Whole  House  on  John  Bates  Bill.— March  29.  1816    Bill,  Ord.  to 
be  engrossed  °  

JOHN  G.  STUBBS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA  :  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi  :  ALS] 

February  the  28—1816 

My  dear  friend,  being  disappointed  the  third  time  I  shall  write 
You  a  short  epistle  concerning  affairs  as  relates  to  our  progression,  in 
the  Surveying  line, — I  believe  their  will  be  five  Surveyors  in  the  forks 
of  the  Illinois  and  Missippia  rivers  above  the  base  line,  but  how  mutch 
they  have  agreed  to  do  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  inform  you.  I  have 
engaged  to  subdivide  fourteen  Townships,  which  will  be  as  many  as 
the  season  will  admit  of — I  think  if  the  Indians  should  be  pacific,  with 
what  exertions  can  be  made  in  this  part  of  the  world  their  will  be 
anought  of  surveyors  to  compleete  all  above  the  base  line,  however  it 
is  more  than  probable  that  the  two  M''  Moores  can  give  you  better 
information  than  I  can,  as  they  are  at  liberty  of  employing  assistance — 

We  shall  start  the  last  of  this  week  if  nothing  should  turn  up  more 
than  I  am  a  wares  of — My  expence  has  been  great,  and  after  finnishing 
the  Townships,  which  I  mentioned — thare  will  be  but  little  recompence 
for  my  labour. — But  being  apprised  of  your  goodness  to  myself  & 
brother  I  hope  you  will  reserve  some  surveying  near  to  settlements,  for 
us  to  do  again  next  fall,  by  which  time  I  hope  my  brother  and  self  will 
be  able  to  take  contracts  and  fulfill  soon  as  any  other  persons — I  shall 
endeavour  to  write  to  you,  after  I  commence  work  informing  you  of 
what  I  have  done  and  in  what  time  I  can  finnish  if  life  and  health  be 
spared— 

With  respect  I  remain  your  humble  Sev* — 

John  G  Stubbs 

M'  Edward  Tiffin 

[Addressed]  M'  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  General  of  the  United 
States    Chillicothe  State  of  Ohio  S7% 

[Endorsed]  3  G  Stubbs  rec"  March  14'"  1816  going  on  to  survey 
N  of  Illinois 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskia  March  1.  1816 
Sir,  Herewith  you  will  receive  my  Account  of  monies  received  for 
the  month  of  February  1816  ' 

•  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  467,  543.     See  act  approved  Apr.  24' 
1816  (3  Stat.  296). 
'  Not  present. 
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By  your  letter  of  the  20""  June  1815 '  I  am  instructed  to  receive 
the  amount  of  money  for  which  the  Saline  Section  N°  1  in  T.  9  S.  R. 
3  West  was  rented. — The  first  payment  has  become  due  and  I  have 
several  times  requested  M'  Will  the  present  Lessee  to  fulfill  his  engage- 
ment to  the  United  States,  but  he  has  uniformly  refused  to  do  so. — 

I  wish  to  be  instructed  whether  I  am  to  commence  suit  against 
him.— If  this  should  be  the  course  taken  by  the  Government  it  will 
be  necessary  to  have  1  he  bond  forwarded  to  me  at  this  place. — There 
will  be  no  Court  in  this  Territory,  before  which  he  can  be  prosecuted 
earlier  than  the  first  of  June  next. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Obd'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  1  Mar  1816  S  Bond — Lessee  of  a  small 
Saline  wont  pay  his  rent  Ans"  28  Mar  ' 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  B.  ROBERTSON 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  2'"'  March  1816. 

Sir,  The  act  of  21"'  April  1806  ""  directs  that  one  or  more  tracts  of 
land  shall  be  laid  out  by  the  Land-officers  at  Kaskaskia,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  locating  therein  tracts  of  land  granted  by  the  French  or 
British  Governments,  or  by  virtue  of  Resolutions  or  Acts  of  Con- 
gress.—The  acts  of  1"  May  1810,"  &  16'"  April  1814  '^  confirm 
certain  claims  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia;  and  the  6'"  section  of  the 
last  act  provides  that  the  holders  of  unlocated  confirmed  claims,  may 
tender  them  in  payment  for  lands  they  may  purchase  in  the  reserved 
tracts,  but  there  is  not  any  provision  for  patenting  confirmed  located 
claims;  I  therefore  respectfully  suggest,  that  provision  should  be 
made,  similar  to  that  for  the  district  of  Vincennes,  which  provision  is 
contained  in  the  5'"  section  of  the  act  of  3"  March  1807  "  [See  Land 
laws  page  279.]'* 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Hon.  M'  Robertson  Chairman  of  the  Com*  on  public  lands. — 


•  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  stating,  in  addition  to  the  instruction 
mentioned  above,  that  although  the  Sauk  Indians  had  not  been  formally  attached 
to  the  Kaskaskia  district.  Bond  was  authorized  to  lease  lead  mines  therein. 

'Post,  p.  321. 

"  2  Stat.  395-396. 

"  2  Stat.  607. 

"  3  Stat.  125-127. 

'•  2  Stat.  447;  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VII,  434-435. 

'•  The  brackets  are  on  the  original. 
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ENOCH  MOORE  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALSl 

Illinois  Territory  S'  Clair  County  Ferry 

opposite  S'  Louis  March  2'"'  1816 

Dear  Sir,  M''  Bradsby  informs  me  that  he  saw  a  letter  from  you 
at  M'  Messingers  in  which  you  want  to  know  how  much  work  we 
would  do  or  how  many  Townships  we  would  subdivide  in  the  forks  of 
the  Illinois  Mississippi  rivers  also  the  N°  of  said  Townships  but  at 
this  time  it  is  out  of  my  power  to  give  you  a  correct  Statement  relative 
to  the  quantity  of  Subdivision  as  we  cannot  determine  exactly  how 
many  Townships  there  will  be  to  lay  off  North  of  the  Base  line  but 
from  the  best  information  I  can  get  of  that  Coimtry  I  suppose  there 
will  be  nearly  if  not  quite  as  much  as  Milton  Moore  and  myself  can 
lay  off  into  Townships  but  if  we  can  subdivide  after  we  are  done 
Townshiping  it  will  be  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Meridian  North  of 
the  Base  line  Milton  and  myself  did  employ  a  M'  Duncan  in  order 
to  get  as  much  work  done  this  spring  as  possible  but  I  do  not  think 
he  will  go  M'  Messinger  and  M"'  Robinson  are  at  this  time  surveying 
the  district  M"'  Messinger  contracted  for  with  Josiah  Meigs  the  late 
Surveyor  Gen'  and  I  do  not  calculate  on  either  of  them  going  with  us 
so  that  Milton  Moore  and  myself  will  have  to  lay  off  all  the  Town- 
ships M'  Bradsby  is  now  here  with  Milton  and  me  we  are  now  on 
our  way  to  work  M'  Stubbs  I  am  told  is  started  or  about  it — us 
four  companies  are  all  that  I  count  on  going  North  of  the  Base  line 
this  Spring  and  we  intend  doing  as  much  work  as  we  possibly  can  this 
season  we  think  we  can  work  till  the  last  of  May  we  were  ready  and 
Just  about  starting  when  those  Surveyors  from  Kentucky  returned 
from  the  forks  and  brought  unfavourable  new  of  the  disposition  of 
the  Indians  in  that  Quarter  we  then  immediately  applied  to  Gen' 
Smith  who  has  the  command  of  the  troops  here  for  a  guard  to  protect 
us  which  has  prolonged  the  time  of  our  starting  untill  now — you  may 
rest  assured  that  we  have  and  intends  doing  everything  in  our  power 
to  get  as  much  work  done  soon  and  well  as  we  possibly  could  with 
any  degree  of  propriety  I  shall  give  you  the  earliest  correct  informa- 
tion that  is  in  my  power  after  this  M"'  Bradsby  intends  Subdividing 
East  of  the  Meridian  and  North  of  the  Base  line  he  intends  doing  as 
many  as  8  or  10  Townships — 

I  am  D'  Sir  your  real  friend  and  well  wisher 

Enoch  Moore 

Edward  Tiffin    Surveyor  Gen' 

[Addressed]  Edward  TifRn  S.  General  Chillicothe  Ohio  State 
[Postmarked]    Cahokia  4  March    37  % 
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[Endorsed]    M'  Enoch  Moore  rec*  March  14.  1816  going  on  to 
Survey  N  of  Illinois 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  111.  Terr.  Papers  :ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  March  3.  1816 
Sir  Supposing  it  probable  that  the  peculiar  situation  of  this,  and 
Missouri  Territory,  the  extraordinary  sensation  excited  in  consequence 
of  the  Presidents  proclamation,  directing  intruders  upon  public  land 
to  be  removed  by  military  force,"  and  the  various  representations  that 
have  been  made  upon  that  subject,  may  produce  some  relaxation,  or 
alteration  of  that  measure,  I  beg  leave  to  mention  to  you  one  descrip- 
tion of  intruders  who  are  entitled  to  no  favor,  and  against  whom,  the 
most  rigid  execution  of  the  proclamation  is  in  my  opinion  recommended 
by  every  dictate  of  policy  in  relation  to  the  government,  and  of  justice 
to  its  citizens — I  mean  those  British  subjects  who  have  settled  them- 
selves at  the  village  of  La  Bay,  which  is  situated  on  Fox  river,  three 
miles  above  its  confluence  with  Green  Bay — and  at  the  village  of 
Praire  du  Chien  on  the  Missisippi.  At  both  of  which  places,  those 
intruders  are  not  only  engaged  extensively  in  agriculture,  but  con- 
stantly carry  on  such  an  intercourse  with  the  Indians,  as  is  prohibited 
to  our  best  citizens — 

These  villages  are  within  the  acknowledged  limits  of 'this  Territory, 
to  the  latter  in  particular,  our  laws  have  been  specially  extended — and 
if  it  be  true,  that  a  Foreigner  while  residing  in  our  country,  and  re- 
ceiving its  protection,  owes  a  temporary  allegiance  to  its  Gov',  and 
an  obedience  to  its  laws,  there  can  be  nothing  more  certain  than,  that 
all  those  persons  have  violated  the  one,  and  infracted  the  other;  for 
they  have  all  without  exception,  been  actively,  and  efficiently  engaged 
in  the  war  against  us — They  in  fact  constitute  complete  British  es- 
tablishments, and  in  that  light  must  be  so  considered  by  that  Gov', 
from  the  circumstance  of  its  having  already  remunerated  them,  for 
one  half  of  all  the  losses,  which  they  sustained  during  the  war — Of 
which  I  have  been  informed  both  officially,  and  by  several  of  the  indi- 
viduals concerned — To  permit  them  to  remain  under  such  circum- 
stances, and  to  cultivate  the  lands  from  which  our  own  citizens  are 
excluded,  would  be,  not  only  to  cherish  a  set  of  unprincipled  British 
spies,  ever  ready  to  communicate  the  measures  of  our  gov',  and  to 
defeat,  as  far  as  possible,  its  endeavours  to  maintain  the  relations  of 
peace,  and  friendly  intercourse  with  the  savages — but  it  would  also 


'=■  See  ante,  p.  289.     See  also  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VIII,  416-417. 
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continue  to  them  evident  advantages,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  fur 
trade,  over  our  own  traders — 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  subsistence  which  their  farms,  and  mills 
enabled  them  to  afford  the  Indians  in  the  late  war,  it  would  have  been 
absolutely  impossible  to  have  rallied  such  a  number  against  us,  as  were 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  F'  Meigs,  and  other  places,  and  therefore 
while  the  conduct  of  those  people  entitles  them  to  no  favor,  the  ad- 
monitions of  experience  seem  to  dictate  precautions  on  our  part, 
against  the  recurrence  of  similar  evils — the  more  especially  as  at  this 
very  time,  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  (if  concuring  reports  from  differ- 
ent parts  of  their  country  can  be  relied  upon)  indicates  great  discon- 
tent, and  disaffection  towards  our  Gov'  And  although  I  am  con- 
vinced that  we  need  never  expect  entire  tranquility  on  our  frontiers, 
till  some  more  efficient  checks  shall  be  imposed  upon  the  machinations 
of  British  traders,  or  agents — yet  I  am  greatly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend 
the  causes  of  the  recent  excitement,  which  from  the  reports  of  our 
public  agents,  as  well  as  others,  seems  very  strongly  to  have  manifested 
itself  simultaneously,  among  several  different  Tribes,  situated  at  dis- 
tances very  remote  from  each  other — 

Should  the  British  subjects  that  I  have  mentioned  be  removed  from 
the  settlements  they  occupy.  It  might  I  think,  be  advisable  to  permit 
(under  proper  restrictions)  their  places  to  be  supplied,  by  good  Ameri- 
can Citizens,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  accomodation  to  our  garri- 
sons, to  our  traders,  and  to  the  Indians  themselves — And  indeed  such  a 
measure  might  be  the  most  effectual  means,  of  guarding  against  those 
casualties,  to  which  the  transportation  of  provisions  to  posts  so  remote 
from  the  settled  parts  of  our  country,  must  necessarily  be  exposed — 
and  of  which  we  have  heretofore  had  a  monitory  example  in  the  neces- 
sary abandonment  and  destruction  of  F'  Madison. 

I  discover  from  the  news  papers,  that  a  proposition  has  been  made 
in  Congress,  to  exclude  British  subjects  from  all  trade  with  the  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  their  Territories '° — In  conse- 
quence of  which,  though  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever,  of  the  views  of 
the  gov'  relative  to  that  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  suggest  it  as  my  opinion 
that  a  law  predicated  upon  such  an  exclusion  merely,  without  other 
auxiliary  checks,  would  not  produce  the  slightest  change  in  their  trade, 
nor  correct  any  part  of  the  evils,  which  it  would  be  intended  to  reme- 


"See  act  approved  Apr.  29,  1816  (3  Stat.  332-333).  See  also  circular  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governors  and  Indian  agents  of  Michigan, 
Indiana,  Illinois,  Missouri,  and  Mississippi  territories  and  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
May  10,  1816  (NA,  OIA,  SW  Let.  Bk.  C;  printed,  W.H.  C,  XIX,  405-407),  en- 
closing a  copy  of  the  act,  which  provided  for  the  use  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
United  States  for  its  enforcement,  and  embodying  instructions  with  respect  to  its 
administration. 
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dy — The  agents  of  the  North  West  Company  have  long  resided  in  this 
country,  and  of  course  can  be  naturalized,  at  any  moment  upon  applica- 
tion to  the  competent  Tribunal — Of  which  they  will  most  certainly 
avail  themselves,  in  order  that  they  may  carry  on  the  same  trade,  and 
practise  the  same  machinations  in  the  character  of  American  citi- 
zens " — 

This  policy  on  their  part  has  already  commenced,  and  tomorrow 
one  of  the  most  distinguished  of  those  gentlemen,  will  make  applica- 
tion to  the  Superior  Court  at  this  place  to  be  naturalized,  that  he 
may  thereby  be  prepared  for  any  change  that  may  take  place — I 
would  here  with  great  pleasure  present  the  result  of  my  own  reflections 
as  to  the  best  means,  or  necessary  expedients  for  correcting  those 
evils  &  evasions,  were  I  not  under  some  apprehensions,  that  this 
uninvited  Communication  may  already  be  thought  rather  too  obtru- 
sive, and  if  that  should  be  the  case  I  hope  an  apology  for  me,  will  be 
found,  in  the  only  motives,  by  which  I  could  possibly  be  influenced." — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  very  great  respect  Sir  Yr  Mo  Obdt  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

HoNBLE  James  Monroe  Sec.  of  State 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  James  Monroe  Sec.  of  State  Washington 
City     [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  March  6'"    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111  Territory  Gov^  Edwards  3^"  March  1816. 
British  Subjects  have  settled  among  the  Indians  within  the  Territory 
of  the  U  States— Indian  Trade  &c.    April  1816  Gov^  Edwards 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

CUNTON  Hill  March  9'"  1816— 
Sir — I  have  just  returned  from  a  tour  at  my  Job  on  Kaskaskia 
River — I  left  home  in  order  to  finish  that  work,  on  the  20'"  of  Jan' 
last — Previous  to  which,  the  Mess"  Moores  had  agreed  to  go  on  to  the 
Illinois  River  and  Run  all  the  Township  lines  designated  in  your 
former  communication — and  made  their  calculation  to  go  on  by  the 
first  of  February — M'  Stubbs — and  M'  W"  H.  Bradsby  were  ready 
to  accompany  them  by  that  time,  but  it  was  considered  by  some  as  a 

"  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  X,  654-655. 

19  No  reply  found.  A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the 
same  date,  only  a  summary  of  which  has  been  found  (NA,  WD,  Lets.  Reed., 
Bk.  9).  See  comments  on  this  letter  by  Daniel  Pope  Cook,  editor  of  the  Illinois 
Intelligencer,  June  8,  1816  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS;  printed,  Washburne  ed., 
Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  ill,  122-126),  in  reply  to  one  from  Edwards  of  June  8, 
1816  (not  found),  asking  that  it  be  published.  Cook  advised  that  publication 
be  postponed  until  after  the  election  of  the  Congressional  delegate. 
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dangerous  enterprise — they  then  attempted  to  procure  a  guard  and 
have  suceeded  therein,  in  doing  which  they  were  detained  untill  the 
2'^  Ins' — I  am  informed  since  I  came  home  that  the  Messr^  Moores 
intend  to  keep  three  Compasses  at  work  while  out,  and  M"'  Stubbs 
two — which  with  M''  Bradsby  will  be  six — And  if  M'  M"^Donnald, 
and  son,  go  on  likewise  there  will  be  eight  parties  at  work — M'  J.  E. 
Robertson  intended  going  on  to  the  Illinois  on  our  return  home,  (he 
was  out  with  me  at  my  other  Job)  but  he  could  not  get  a  Nonius 
Compass,  and,  although  there  were  several  Stiff  limbed  compasses 
going  out,  he  chose  not  to  commence  with  one  under  the  present 
Instructions — 

I  met  with  many  disappointments  in  my  late  tour^ — Some  of  my 
hands  got  sick,  in  consequence  of  wading  much  in  water  it  being  a 
season  in  which  the  country  adjoining  the  KaskasMa  River  is  much 
Overflowed — &c  of  course  I  was  obliged  to  return  home  without  finish- 
ing the  work — I  intend  going  out  again  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing 
week — 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  4*"  Ult " —  in  which  you  request  infor- 
mation as  to  the  number  of  Townships  the  Messr^  Moores  and  myself 
have  each  agreed  to  subdivide — in  answer  to  which,  as  it  respects 
myself^ — M"'  Bradsby  (in  my  employ)  intended  subdividing  as  many 
as  seven — I  conclude  that  Messr'  Moores  must  have  written  their 
own  intentions — They  formerly  talked  of  one  Township  each,  after 
the  external  lines  were  finished- — M'  Stubbs  insisted  on  having  fourteen 
Townships;  but  unless  M"^  Edwards  comes  on  I  am  of  opinion  that 
he,  with  an  assistant,  will  not  be  able  to  finish  that  many — I  am 
informed  that  the  country  adjoining  the  Illinois  River,  is  very  much 
inundated  if  so,  they  will  be  much  hindred  for  a  while — 

I  now  intend  returning  home  again  in  about  two  weeks  if  possible 
and  calculate  on  having  the  balance  of  my  old  Job  finished  by  M'' 
Robertson — if  he  keeps  his  health — in  which  case  he  will  be  obliged 
to  use  my  my  compass — I  shall  not  make  an  attempt  to  go  on  to  the 
Illinois  in  peson,  unless  I  hear  that  M"'  McDonald  and  M"'  Edwards 
have  declined  going  at  all  this  spring — Excuse  haste — 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  You'  Most  Obed'  Serv' 

J  Messingee 

E — Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  of  The  United  States 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  of  the  U.  States — 
Chillicothe —    [Postmarked]  J.  Messinger  P  M  Clinton  Hill     Free 

[Endorsed]  John  Messinger  March  9'"  1816  about  Surveying  in 
Illinois  Mil.  dist. 


"  Not  found. 
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MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  FROM  CITIZENS  OF  THE 

TERRITORY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:DS] 

[Referred  March  11,  1816] 
To  the  Honorable  the  members  of  the  Senate  &  House  of  Representatives 

in  Congress  assembled. — 

The  undersigned  Citizens  of  the  United  States,  and  resident  in  the 
district  of  country  heretofore  dependant  upon  the  United  States  Saline 
in  the  Illinois  Territory  for  their  supplies  of  salt; — hearing  that  John 
Bate  the  present  Lessee  of  the  said  Saline  from  the  government,  is 
applying  to  the  Congress  to  extend  his  lease  (otherwise  to  expire 
March  1817,)  to  3  or  6  years  longer; — beg  leave  humbly  to  Remon- 
strate against  an  extension  of  the  Lease  to  John  Bate,  as  injurious 
to  the  interest  of  the  government,  ruinous  to  the  said  Saline,  and 
oppressive  to  your  remonstrants. 

Your  Remonstrants  humbly  conceive  that  a  liberal  policy  in  the 
management  of  the  Saline  by  the  Lessee,  would  be  found  to  eventuate 
in  serving  the  interests  of  the  government,  securing  the  permanancy 
of  the  Saline  as  a  manufactory  of  Salt,  and  in  insureing  the  prosperity 
of  the  surrounding  Country. — The  fact  is  their  interests  are,  when 
properly  persued,  the  same. 

Your  Remonstrants  beleive  it  can  be  demonstrated,  and  proven, 
that  the  saline  establishment  has  during  the  present  lease,  to  John 
Bate,  been  more  extensively  injured  in  all  its  parts,  and  different 
ramifications,  than  during  the  whole  period  of  any  former  lease. — 
The  water  has  been  exhausted  and  astonishingly  weakened,  by  per- 
mitting a  nimiber  of  new  wells  to  be  sunk  within  a  few  paces  of  the 
old,  without  any  advantage  resulting  either  to  the  Government  or 
the  Community  by  this  destructive  measure,  from  which  it  is  yet 
problemetic  whether  the  said  Saline  will  ever  recover. — During  the 
last  summer  and  fall  the  old  wells,  as  also  the  new  ones,  the  former  of 
which  had  never  failed  to  supply  water  sufficient  for  the  establish- 
ments, to  which  they  were  apportioned,  and  of  good  quality,  became 
frequently  so  scant  of  water  as  to  compell  the  furnaces  depending  upon 
them  to  blow-out  for  want  of  Water.  And  this  scarcity  of  water 
was  observed  to  increase  whenever  a  new  well  was  sunk  in  the  vicinity 
of  an  existing  well. — It  will  be  fortunate  if  this  grasping  avaricious 
policy  chastises  itself  alone  and  ends  where  it  began;  your  remonstrants 
have  serious  apprehensions  that  an  evil  has  been  produced  which 
may  not  cease  with  the  power  of  the  present  Lessee.  And  that  even 
tho'  the  new  wells  are  filled  up,  the  water,  if  it  even  rises  as  high  in 
the  Old  wells  again  will  not  resume  its  former  strength. — 

Your  Remonstrants  have  no  hesitation  to  avow  it  as  their  opinion 
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that  a  lease  for  a  greater  length  of  time,  would  be  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  Government  the  adjacent  Country  and  the  Lessee;^ 
and  if  taken  by  a  Company  resident  in  its  neighbourhood,  whose 
interests  are  embarked  in  the  same  bottom,  under  proper  regulations, 
and  restrictions,  with  due  commensurate  privilidges  from  the  Govern- 
ment; would  within  a  period  of  6  years  become  important  to  the 
Government  as  a  scource  of  revenue,  and  as  enabling  the  people 
inhabiting  the  adjacent  Country  to  buy  pay  for  and  improve  the  large 
tract  of  iminhabited  Country  in  its  neighbourhood,  and  invaluable  to 
your  remonstrants  and  the  Country  in  general  as  a  permanent  manu- 
factory of  salt  from  whence  they  can  at  all  times  prociu-e  a  certain  & 
sufficient  supply,  affording  employment  to  their  labouring  young  men, 
&  machanicks,  and  a  certain  mart  for  their  surplus  crops  and  pro- 
visions.— 

At  the  same  time  your  remonstrants  can  see  no  possible  advantage 
to  the  present  Lessee  by  an  extension  of  the  lease  to  him,  unless  he  can 
reap  some  advantage  by  the  ruins  of  this  Saline,  and  the  depression  of 
the  Country.  The  same  wildering  policy  that  has  heretofore  been 
pursued  must  in  6  years  more  eventuate  in  the  ruin  of  the  manufactory, 
and  compel  one  half  the  present  population  to  abandon  the  Country. — 
The  present  Lessee  sub-leased  the  whole  Saline,  nor  has  he  ever  worked 
a  furnace  or  manufactured  a  bushel  of  Salt  untill  within  a  very  short 
time  two  furnaces  were  abdicated  by  a  sub-lessee  and  are  now  worked 
by  the  Lessee. — The  sub-lessees  complain  of  a  violation  of  the  articles 
of  their  lease  by  M''  Bate,  and  have  for  some  time  held  possession,  and 
withheld  the  stipulated  rent,  untill  the  grieveance  complained  of 
ceases;  so  that  your  remonstrants  are  at  a  loss  to  conceive  how  M' 
Bate  is  to  be  benifitted  by  an  extension  of  his  lease,  unless  it  be  that 
having  an  interest  in  some  Saline  up  the  River  he  will  be  profitted  in 
compleatly  distroying  the  credit,  and  for  a  time  the  efficacy  of  this, 
and  thereby  prevent  a  compitition. — 

Your  remonstrants  see  with  much  satisfaction  a  clause  inserted  in 
each  lease,  intended  to  guard  &  maintain  their  rights  &  interests, 
fencing  against  the  dangerous  influence  of  Salines  held  &  worked  by 
individuals  in  fee  simple; — declaring  a  forfeiture  of  the  lease  with 
damages,  if  any  lessee,  sub-lessee,  or  agent,  shall  be  interested  during 
the  term  of  his  lease  in  any  other  Saline,  whether  worked  or  not; — 
nevertheless,  your  remonstrants  are  informed,  &  verily  believe  that 
it  can  be  proven,  that  one  of  the  sub-lessees,  and  the  agent  at  the 
Said  Saline  for  the  present  Lessee  is  a  lessee  of  a  Saline  in  Kentucky 
not  more  than  30  or  40  miles  from  this  Saline. — And  the  Lessee  him- 
self, has  no  common  interest  in  this  Country;  but  is  a  man  of  specula- 
tive habits  residing  about  250  miles  from  the  United  States  Saline, 
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upon  the  Ohio,  'and  Jin  the  neighbourhood  of  the  {important  Salines 
upon  &  near  Salt  River  in  the  State  of  Kentucky. 

With  regard^  to  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Saline  Creek,  the 
request  is  so  unreasonable,  and  fraught  with  so  much  injustice,  that 
Your  Remonstrants  hastening  to  a  close  of  this  Remonstrance,  con- 
ceived &  executed  in  haste  least  the  Congress  might  act  upon  the  pro- 
position of  M'  Bate  before  they  could  be  heard,  beg  leave  humbly 
to  state,  that  the  navigation  of  the  Saline  Creek  is  highly  important 
&  absolute  necessary  to  the  people  of  this  Country  and  never  ought 
to  be  placed  in  the  hands  either  of  an  individual  or  a  company. — This 
Creek  affords  a  handsome  scite  for  a  mill,  which  in  conjuction  with  the 
navigation  thereof  is  your  remonstrants  humbly  conceives  worthy  of 
a  seperate  report,  which  with  great  defference  we  humbly  conceive 
the  government  ought  to  require  from  some  inteligent  individuals  in 
the  Territory. — 

Altho'  your  Remonstrants  have  not  been  enabled  to  embody  but 
a  few  of  the  principal  reasons  why  an  extension  of  the  lease  to  the 
present  lessee  ought  not,  as  they  humbly  conceive  to  be  granted,  in 
this  hasty  sketch;  they  Humbly  conceive  that  they  have  given  suffi- 
cient to  induce  a  minute  enquiry,  and  particular  investigation,  which 
they  are  convinced  must  eventuate  in  the  rejection  of  his  application. — 

Your  remonstrants  in  conclusion  humbly  hope  that  if  it  should  be 
deemed  good  policy  to  extend  the  term  of  lease,  after  the  present 
lease  expires,  the  Congress  will  neither  give  it  to  M'  Bate,  or  grant 
him  the  exclusive  navigation  of  the  Saline  Creek;  but  direct  the  lease 
to  be  taken  as  formerly. — ^And  your  Remonstrants  shall  ever  pray  &c. 


J°  M.  Street 
Jn°  Marshall 
Henry  Kenyon 
I.  M'Cool 
Peter  Etten 
James  Albin 
Lee  Maulding 
Andrew  Slack 
David  Barnett 
Thomas  Akers 
John  Rohrer 
Frederick  Buck 
Dan'  Dilliard 
Tho'  M.  Davis 
M.  S.  Davenport 
Lewis  Watkins 
Joseph  Covey 
Ebbert  Rose 
R.  Allen 

Thomas  Hatfield 
Jacob  Bargor 


John  Lucas 
James  Montague 
John  Hargrove 
Barnabas  Mcvay 
Crider  Hollenback 
Abraham  Evins 
Wyatt  W  Smith 
John,  C,  Rives 
Ensley  Clark 
James  Cane 
James  Wilhnor 
Auter  H  Cranford 
Alex'  Porter 
Tho'  Downs 
John  Carter 
Peter  Laffert 
John  Frazer 
John  Palmer 
Michael  Jones 
R"  Butler 
Joseph  Hayes 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  315 


Henry  Carter 

W"  M'Coy 

Cha'  Cawhom 

W"  Duvall 

William  Roarch 

N.  Duvall 

William  Sutton 

W»  Kelley 

John  Miu-phy 

Jn°  Cook 

Himiphries  Leech 

Arch"  Roberts 

Benj*  Mosby 

Boston  Damewood 

Stephen  Boutwell 

John  G.  Damewod 

John  Ormsby 

John  Forester. 

Michael  Robinson 

Moses  M.  Rawlings 

R.  Cox 

Michael  Sprinkle 

Warner  Buck 

R.  Hayden 

[Endorsed]  Inhabitants  Memorial  from  a  number  of  the  Citizens 
of  111:  Terr''  March  11—1816  Ref*  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  Jn"  Bates  Bill  Bill  engrossed— March  29'"  1816  Stephen- 
son D.  11.    Com  whole  on  Jn°  Bates  bill  ^ 


JOHN  MASON  TO  [THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR] 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  M276:  ALS] 

Indian  office  12  March  1816 — 
Dear  Sir  On  the  7  Augt:  I  took  the  liberty  to  address  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  on  the  Subject  of  aid  from  the  military  to  the  Agents  for 
the  Un:  States  Indian  trade  at  the  different  Posts  on  the  Missouri 
upper  Mississipi  and  the  lakes — in  erecting  their  buildings — as  I 
have  lately  heard  from  the  agent  at  Fort  osage  on  the  Missouri— and 
at  Prairie  de  chien  on  the  upper  Mississipi — that  they  are  not  likely 
to  receive  any  assistance  from  the  Military — I  beg  the  favor  of  you 
to  inform  me  if  the  Subject  has  been  considered  and  determined  by 
the  Secretary — &  if  determined  in  what  manner 
Very  respectfully  Dear  Sir  your  most  ob*  s' 

J  Mason 

P.S.  The  enclosed;  letter  come  to  me  no  doubt  by  accidental 
omission  the  other  day  without  signature^' — it  was  answered  on  the 
6'""  but  as  it  will  be  filed  in  the  office — I  will  thank  you  to  get  the 
Secretary's  Signature  to  it  &  to  return  it  to  me — JM 

[Endorsed]  Indian  Office  12  march  1816  Genl  John  Mason  relative 
to  the  Military  Affording  aid  to  the  Indian  Agents  in  letter  7  Aug* 
1815  on  the  same  subject  enclosed  Sep'  1816. 


'» House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  462,  543. 

"  NA  (CIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  dated  Mar.  4,  1816.    Not  printed, 

»» NA  (GIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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[Enclosure  :LS] 

John  Mason  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

INDUN  Office  August  7—1815. 

Sir  As  has  been  heretofore  customary  (to  shew  which  I  beg  leave 
to  refer  to  my  letter  of  the'lS^May  1809  to  the  Secretary  of  war,*'  and 
to  his  reply  of  the  15'"  same  month'*)  and  as  is  really  necessary  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case — I  have  to  sollicit  that  you  will 
be  pleased  to  instruct  the  commanding  officers  at  the  posts  nearest  the 
factories  about  to  be  established  at  Prarie  des  Chiens — on  the  Mis- 
souri or  Osage;  at  Green  Bay;  and  at  or  near  Chicago ;^ — to  detach  as 
occasion  may  require  and  place  at  the  disposition  of  the  Factors  at 
these  places  respectively  the  requisite  number  of  soldiers  to  erect  for 
them  suitable  buildings  for  the  factory  establishment,  and  from  time 
to  time  to  aid  them  in  packing  and  boating  Furs  and  Peltries — The 
Factors  making  to  the  men  so  employed  a  daily  reasonable  allowance, 
for  fatigue  duty,  which  has  been  heretofore  fixed  at  ten  Cents  and  a 
gill  of  whiskey  (when  this  last  can  be  had)  during  the  time  they  are  so 
engaged — The  Factors  will  be  provided  from  this  office  with  the 
requisite  tools  and  materials — 

The  distance  from  the  settlements  at  which  the  factories  are  estab- 
lished make  it  impossible  to  procure  labour  otherwise  than  from  the 
Military — and  as  the  soldiers  will  have  little  else  to  do— it  has  been 
found  that  they  chearfully  engage  in  work  of  this  kind  for  a  small 
addition  to  their  pay  and  comfort  thus  furnished  from  the  factory 
fund — 

We  have  had  at  such  posts  too  many  instances  of  broils  between  the 
Commandants  and  the  Factors,  detrimental  to  the  public  service,  as 
well  military  as  civil — I  will  take  the  liberty  to  suggest  the  propriety, 
that  both  should  receive  strong  injunctions  to  mantain  harmony  &  to 
keep  up  constantly  an  intercourse  of  reciprocal  good  offices  in  their 
respective  spheres.  I  have  enjoined  and  shall  continue  to  enjoin  this 
course  of  conduct  strictly  on  all  the  Factors — 

For  your  information  I  beg  leave  to  enclose  an  extract  of  my 
instructions  to  John  W  Johnson  factor  at  Prarie  des  Chien  relative 
to  the  establishment  under  his  charge. 

With  great  Respect  Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obd'  Serv* 

J.  Mason 

The  Honb'  William  H  Crawford    Secretary  of  War 


"  Not  found. 
'*  Not  found. 
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[Enclosure] 
John  Mason  to  John  W.  Johnson 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade  dated 

august  1"  1815"  to  John  W  Johnson  Esq  factor  at  Prarie  des 

Chien — 

"In  confirmation  of  the  several  conversations  I  had  with  you  while 
here  last  spring  as  to  the  factory  to  be  established  at  Prarie  des 
Chiens — 

You  will  if  not  already  done  proceed  with  the  united  States  troops 
or  such  detachment  of  them  moving  to  Prarie  des  Chien  as  will  ensure 
a  safe  convoy — with  your  assistant  M"  Belt  and  all  the  factory  goods 
and  implements  remaining  from  the  establishment  at  the  River  Le 
Moin — and  will  establish  yourself  at  or  near  the  village  of  the  Prarie 
des  Chien — in  the  position  which  may  in  your  opinion  in  conjunction 
with  the  Commanding  officer  or  any  other  person  authorized  by  the 
War  Department  for  that  purpose  be  found  best  to  hold  a  communi- 
cation in  trade  with  the  neighbouring  Indians  and  at  the  same  time, 
be  sufficiently  under  the  protection  of  the  military  force — if  this  should 
be  at  the  village — it  is  presumed  you  will  be  able  to  occupy  some  of 
the  houses  there  that  are  public  property  or  to  rent  of  individuals  on 
easy  terms — If  it  should  be  not  at  the  village— it  will  be  requisite  you 
should  build  the  necessary  houses  in  which  case  you  will  be  governed 
as  nearly  as  may  be  by  the  number  of  houses  and  kind  of  establishment 
you  had  at  the  Le  Moin  and  in  every  case  you  will  be  governed  by  the 
strictest  oeconomy  compatible  with  the  public  service — 

In  case  of  building  or  repairs  as  it  is  presumed  labour  no  other  kind 
can  be  had  in  that  quarter — you  will  apply  to  the  Commanding  officer 
to  assist  you  by  detaching  from  time  to  time  such  of  the  soldiers  as 
may  be  necessary  and  can  be  spared  from  duty — to  whom  you  will 
from  the  factory  funds  give  the  same  allowance  for  fatigue  duty  in 
money  and  whiskey  as  heretofore  allowed  on  similar  occasions  at 
your  post — Keeping  and  rendering  accurate  accounts  of  the  same 
from  time  to  time — and  ultimately  a  complete  account  of  the  cost  of 
your  buildings  or  repairs  as  the  case  may  be — should  the  position 
chosen  not  be  at  the  village — and  should  it  be  found  that  you  will 
not  have  time  to  cover  yourself  this  winter — it  will  be  adviseable  to 
establish  yourself  at  the  village  untill  you  can  compleat  the  intended 
buildings  at  the  post — in  such  case  if  the  Military  do  not  generally 
remain  at  the  village  you  will  apply  to  the  Commanding  officer  for  a 
sufficient  guard  to  protect  the  public  property  in  your  charge  which 
now  remain  there." — 


»  Aug.  7,  1815  (NA,  OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  CHARLES  JOUETT 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  CI 

[March  15,  1816] 
To  Charles  Jouett,  Esquire. 

Sir,  Your  are  hereby,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  agent  of  Indian  affairs,  to  be  stationed  at 
Chicago,  or  its  Vicinity.  In  discharging  the  duties  of  this  appoint- 
ment, you  will  be  governed  by  the  instructions  you  have  heretofore 
received  in  relation  to  your  Agency  at  Fox  River,  and  such  others 
as  you  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  this  department.^' 

Given  under  my  hand  &c.  this  15'"  March  &c.  &c. 

W"  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  War, 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E21:ALS1 

Kaskaslda  Illinois  Territory  March  20. 1816 

Sir  In  M'  Grahams  letter  of  the  6.  Nov'  last  containing  the 
F*residents  instructions  to  me,"  relative  to  the  Pottowottomies  of 
Illinois  river;  I  am  directed  to  call  upon  "the  agent  of  the  Superinten- 
dent Gen'  of  Indian  affairs"  (then  said  to  be  in  S'  Louis)  for  $2,000 
worth  of  goods;  but  hitherto  I  have  been  totally  unable  to  ascertain 
or  even  conjecture  who  is  the  agent  alluded  to — 

In  conformity  with  my  instructions  I  sent  invitations  to  the  Potto- 
wottomies, to  meet  me  in  council  upon  the  subjects  embraced  in  their 
letter  to  the  President — but  though  a  considerable  time  has  elapsed 
since  those  invitations  were  given,  I  have  received  no  answer  from 
them — and  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment with  them  will  be  impracticable — 

Their  final  answer  cannot  however  be  expected,  till  they  shall  have 
held  a  general  council  with  the  Chippawas  &  Ottawas,  who  in  common 
with  themselves  claim  the  land  in  dispute — and  if  they  should  event- 
ually conclude  to  accept  my  invitation,  deputations  from  each  of 
those  Tribes  will  certainly  attend — 

From  information  which  I  have  received  I  think  it  probable,  that 
if  they  do  not  determine  upon  immediate  open  resistance,  they  will 
request  permission  to  visit  the  President,  that  they  may  have  a 
personal  conference  with  him — and  I  should  be  happy  to  have  the 
necessary  instructions,  provided  they  should  make  that  request^ 

"  A  similar  letter  was  sent  on  the  same  date  to  John  Bowyer,  agent  at  Chicago, 
appointing  him  agent  at  Green  Bay,  loc.  cit.;  both  letters  were  sent  under  cover 
to  Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan  Territory,  Mar.  16,  1816,  loc.  eil.,  for  delivery. 

«  Ante,  p.  237. 
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A  compliance  with  it,  would  most  probably  suspend  any  opposition 
on  their  part,  till  the  military  sxirveys  could  be  completed — as  they 
would  hardly  commit  aggressions  while  their  chiefs  would  be  in  our 
power.  And  it  woiild  doubtless  be  attended  with  general  good 
consequences,  if  not  only  some  of  those,  but  other  chiefs,  residing 
between  Lake  Michagan  and  the  Missisippi  river,  were  permitted 
to  visit  the  Atlantic  States;  for  while  their  local  situation  puts  it  in 
their  power  to  give  us  more  trouble  than  any  other  Tribes  within  my 
knowledge;  there  are  none  more  completely  under  British  influence; 
or  who  know  so  much  of  the  power,  and  resources  of  that  Gov*; 
without  knowing  something  more  of  those  of  the  United  States — 
All  of  them  being  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Canadas,  and  very 
few  of  them  ever  ha\'ing  seen  any  one  of  the  States — 

The  Pottowottomies  of  the  Illinois  are  much  more  numerous  than 
seems  to  be  supposed  by  M"'  Grahams  letter — Capt°  Philips^*  who 
commanded  at  F'  Clark  (Peoria)  informs  me  that  between  6  &  7 
hundred  hunters  passed  that  place  in  the  course  of  last  fall,  on  their 
way  to  their  hunting  grounds  below  it,  and  no  doubt  some  must  have 
gone  without  his  knowledge,  and  probably  in  a  different  direction — 
The  old  head  chief  of  those  Indians  died  about  twelve  months  ago, 
&  I  know  that  his  successor  is  anxious  to  go  to  Washington,  unless 
some  change  has  taken  place  since  last  fall — 

The  news  from  every  part  of  the  Indian  country  that  I  have  heard 
from,  is  of  the  most  unfavorable  character,  they  are  all  invited  to 
British  Councils,  are  made  to  believe  that  war  shortly  recommence, 
and  they  almost  universally  appear  to  be  pleased  with  it — Some 
Tribes  have  made  direct  propositions  to  others  to  engage  in  war  against 
us — This  conduct  I  am  entirely  at  a  loss  to  understand,  in  consequence 
of  oiu"  present  friendly  relations  with  Great  Britain,  and  knowing 
nothing  that  indicates  the  probability  of  a  rupture  with  that  nation — 
without  whose  support,  I  can  not  think  the  Indians  will  recommence 
hostilities — 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you,  some  notes  relative 
to  Indian  boundaries  which  have  been  politely  furnished  me  by  Colo 
Chouteau  of  S'  Louis  ^' — whosej  knowledge  of  such  subjects,  and  of 
Indian  affairs  generally,  is  greatly  superior  to  that  of  any  other  gentle- 
man with  whom  I  am  acquainted — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  Sir  Y'  M°  Obd'  S' 

NiNUN  Edwards 

The  Honble  William  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War  Washington 
City 

"  Joseph  Philips,  shortly  to  be  appointed  Secretary  of  Illinois  Territory. 
"  Not  present. 
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[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  20  March  1816.  Gov'  Ninian  Edwards 
Has  not  been  enabled  to  procure  the  goods  from  the  Agent  of  the  Sup' 
Indian  trade  at  S'  Louis  as  directed  in  letter  6  Nov' — no  such  agent 
can  be  found — The  Pottowatomies  have  been  advised  of  the  contents 
of  that  letter — They  will  not  meet — &c  &c  They  appear  hostile 
April  ISie.'"  

WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 

[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

S'  Louis  March  23"  1816 

Sir  You  will  herewith  receive  the  Field  Notes,  Plats  and  Descrip- 
tions of  three  Townships,  and  some  Township  lines,"  which  have  been 
Surveyed  under  Nelson  Rector's  contract  with  the  late  Surveyor 
General  of  June  6'"  1814."  You  will  see  from  the  enclosed,''  that  I 
have  administered  on  the  estate  of  the  dec" — 

These  Townships  were  Surveyed  by  Thomas  Berry  who  I  am 
informed  was  recognized  as  an  assistant  Surveyor,  by  M'  Meigs  M' 
Berry  having  made  some  Surveys  for  N.  Rector,  which  were 
received  by  the  S.  Gen'— 

I  have  forwarded  by  this  mail  to  M'  Creighten  of  Chillicothe, 
duplicate  acct'  &  receipts,  for  this  work,  which  when  you  receive  you 
will  please  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  Surveying  fees  therefor  to  him. 

I  have  sent  a  Surveyor  to  complete  the  ballance  of  the  work  in  the 
Illinois  Territory  that  was  undertaken  by  Nelson  Rector  and  for  the 
performance  of  which  I  subscribed  my  name  to  the  contract  as  his 
surety  (see  the  Contract  in  your  office)  these  Surveys  will  I  presume 
be  completed  in  a  short  time  &  returned  to  your  office  some  time  in 
May  next. 

I  expect  M'  Barcroft  in  from  the  woods  of  the  Illinois  Territory  in 
a  few  days  where  he  has  been  for  a  long  time  working  to  Complete 
our  old  contract  in  that  Territory — as  soon  as  the  returns  can  be  made 
out  they  shall  be  forwarded  to  your  office — 

I  am  Sir  with  much  respect  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

P.  S.  If  postage  must  be  paid  on  these  Surveys,  please  to  retain  a 
sufficient  sum  out  of  the  fees    W"  Rector. 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  S.  Gen'  U.  S.  Chillicothe 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esquire  Surveyor  General  of  the  United 
States  Chillicothe  Ohio. — 

»»  Cf.  post,  p.  327. 

»|  Not  present.     See  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VIII,  408. 

«-  Not  found. 

•^  Not  present. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  28'"  March  1816 
Sir,  Your  account  of  monies  received  during  the  last  month  has 
arrived,  with  your  letter  of  the  1"  Ins*  ^* — I  observe  M"'  Will  (lessee 
of  the  Saline  on  sect"  1 — 9 — 3)  refuses  to  pay  the  rent — if  he  is  working 
it,  could  you  not  distrain  on  his  salt,  or  his  utensils,  in  the  same 
manner  as  one  individual  recovers  rent  from  another? 
I  am  &c. 
Shadrach  Bond  Esq'  Rec'  pub.  monies,  Kaskaslda 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  CITIZENS  OF  THE  EASTERN 
STATES 

[NA:SF,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[March,  1816] 
To  the  Honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  next  to  be  holden  at 

the  City  of  Washington. 

THE  petition  of  the  undersigned  respectfully  sheweth,  that  whereas 
there  are  large  tracts  of  uncultivated  lands  within  the  Territory  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  not  yet  disposed  of  by  government, 
which  open  a  wide  field  for  the  enterprize  and  industry  of  the  same; — 

And  whereas  your  Petitioners,  mostly  if  not  all  inhabitants  and 
native  Citizens  of  the  Northern  and  Eastern  section  of  the  United 
States,  actuated  by  an  honest  zeal,  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  gov- 
ernment and  interest  of  the  Union,  as  well  as  by  a  laudable  spirit  of 
enterprize  and  ambition  to  advance  their  own,  are  desirous  of  emi- 
grating to  some  remote  and  uncultivated  parts,  to  form  a  new  settle- 
ment or  colony  and  thereby  to  extend  the  population  and  the  power  of 
the  United  States; — 

And  whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  your  Petitioners,  that  it 
is  a  very  desirable  object  with  the  Government  to  establish  a  strong 
chain  or  line  of  settlements,  extending  from  the  Missisippi  River  to 
the  Lake  Michigan,  for  the  piuT^ose  of  forming  a  barrier  to  our  present 
frontier  settlements  against  any  hostile  encroachment  on  the  part  of 
Savages; — 

And  whereas  the  River  Illinois,  extending  nearly  the  whole  distance, 
in  a  Northerly  direction,  from  the  Missisippi  to  the  Lake  aforesaid, 
is  of  itself  a  natural  boundary,  extremely  favorable  to  such  a  design; — 

And  whereas  it  has  been  furthermore  represented  to  your  Petitioners, 
that  the  Tract  of  land  lying  to  the  South  and  East  of  said  River 
Illinois,  is  a  valuable  tract  and  well  calculated  for  the  objects  herein 

'•  Ante,  p.  305. 
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above  contemplated,  by  offering,  both  on  account  of  its  soil  and 
climate,  every  reasonable  inducement  to  immediate  settlement: — 

Therefore, 

Your  Petitioners  humbly  pray  your  Honorable  Body  to  grant  unto 
them,  their  Heirs  or  assigns,  as  tenants  in  common,  for  a  reasonable 
pecuniary  consideration,  and  in  order  to  promote  the  objects  afore- 
said, under  such  reservations,  restrictions  and  conditions  as  may  be 
thought  proper,  all  that  tract  or  parcel  of  land  situated  as  aforesaid. 
Southerly  and  Easterly  of  the  said  Illinois  River  in  the  Western 
Territories  bounded  as  follows,  TO  wiT: 

Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Illinois  on  the  North  side  and 
following  the  North  bank  of  said  river  to  the  point  on  said  bank 
nearest  the  source  of  the  Chicago  River  within  the  aforesaid  Terri- 
tories; Thence  to  said  source  and  down  the  Northerly  or  North 
Westerly  bank  of  said  Chicago  River  till  it  empties  into  the  lake 
Michigan;  Thence  Southerly  or  Southwesterly  along  the  shore  of 
said  Lake  to  the  mouth  of  Calumut  River;  Thence  in  a  direct  line  to 
the  principal  source  of  the  Southerly  fork  of  the  River  Theakiki; 
Thence  in  a  direct  line  to  the  principal  source  of  the  Kaskaskias 
River;  Thence  down  said  River  on  the  Northerly  bank,  till  it  inter- 
sects the  Meridian  line  which  passes  through  the  principal  source  of 
Wood  River  or  Wood  Creek  (so  called;)  Thence  on  said  Meridian 
line  till  it  reaches  said  principal  source  of  Wood  Creek;  Thence 
down  said  Creek  on  the  Northerly  bank  to  its  mouth  where  it  empties 
into  the  Missisippi;  Thence  Northerly  on  the  Eastern  bank  of  said 
Missisippi  to  the  place  of  beginning,  be  the  same  more  or  less: — Or 
otherwise,  to  grant  your  said  Petitioners,  as  aforesaid,  such  other 
tract  of  land,  calculated  for  the  objects  herein  contemplated,  as  your 
Honorable  Body  in  your  great  wisdom  shall  deem  meet  and  proper, 
and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

March  A.D.  1816— 

Names.  Residence. 

Willis  Hall  J'  Woodstock  Vt 

Oliver  Farnsworth  Windsor  (Vt) 

Amaziah  Richmond  Woodstock 

Amos  Warren  Woodstock  Vt 

Sylvester  Edson—  Woodstock 

Eliphalet  Dunham  Woodstock 

Elisha  Taylor  Woodstock  Vt 

Elihu  Emmons  Woodstock  Vt 

John  Shays  Woodstock  Vt 

Mirshai  Hairington  Windsor  Vt 

Nathan  Barnett  Windsor  Vt 

Benjamin  Tuells  Windsor  Vt 
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Names. 
John  York  Sawyer 
Joshua  Bradley 
Sam'  Patrick  Jr 
Richard  Ransom 
Francis  Allen 
John  Cottle 
Pascal  P.  Enos 
Sam'  Sprague 
Samuel  Sprague 
Porter  Converse 
George  Wheeler 
John  Johnson, 
John  Levert 
Josiah  Taylor 
William  Sumner, 
Luther  Hulbert 
William  Dyer 
Hugh  Campbell 
Jesse  Cockran 
Rufus  Durkee, 
Oliver  Spafford 
Selleck  Osborn, 
W.  G.  Hunter 
Lewis  F.  Gallup 
Levi  Cox — 
David  H  Sumner 
Bnj°  F  Powers 
Oru  F.  Paddock 
Newman  Yates 
Calvin  Burney 
Solomon  W.  Muth 
R.  B.  Brown 
Samuel  E  Allen — 
W°  Ellis— 
Ephr"'  Allen  J' 
W"  Wood  J' 
Tho'  Brown 
Nathaniel  Randall  Jun 
Francis  Perkins 
Noah  Wood 
John  Farwell,^' 
Sereno  Wright, 
Joshua  Y.  Vail 
Ch'  R  Cleaves 
Jason  Chamberlain 
Robert  Holley  J' 
John  Willard 
Abiel  P.  Mead — 
Stephen  Weston — 


Residence. 
Do— Do 
Windsor  Vt 
Windsor 
Woodstock  Vt 
Woodstock 
Woodstock 
Do 

Royalton  V 
Augusta  Ga 
Randolph  Vt 
Randolph  Vt. 
Burlington 
Co.  Bolton  Vt. 
Midlebury 
Middlebury 
Pittsford 
Sharon  Vermont 
Hartland 
Windsor  Vt 
Croyden,  (N.  H.) 
Windsor  (Vt) 
Windsor 
Windsor 
Woodstock  V 
Do 

Hartland 
Do 

Woodstock 
Pomfret  Vt. 
Woodstock  Vt 
Woodstock  Vt 
Windsor  Vt 
Windsor  Vt. 
Woodstock  Vt 
Woodstock  Vt 
Woodstock  Vt 
d"  d" 

Do  Do 

Woodstock    do 
Woodstock 
Barre 
Montpelier 
D° 

Waterbury 
Burlington 
Middlebury 
Middlebury 
do- 
do 


••  Reading  uncertain. 
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Names.  Residence. 

Gotham  Clapp  Middlebury 

John  Patee  N  Holderness  S  N 

Abijah  Burbank  Sharon  Vermont 

Ignatius  Thomson  Pomfret 

Lionel  U  Ball  Pomfret 

Erastus  Call  Windsor  Vt. 

[Endorsed]  14,  Cong  1  Sess  S  Memorial  of  Willis  Hall  Jun'  and 
others  praying  the  Donation  of  a  large  body  of  land  on  the  Illinois 
river,  as  an  inducement  to  emigrate  to  that  country,  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  a  barrier  against  the  Indians  &"  &'  1816.  April  18.  Read 
&  ref""  to  the  Com"  on  Mississippi  Memorial  " 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

1NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  April  1"  1816. 

Sir,  Information  has  been  received  at  this  office  that  a  M'  Gilbreath 
of  the  Illinois  territory  has  sold  unlocated  claims  to  lands  for  taxes. — 
Such  sales  it  is  conceived  can  be  of  no  validity  whatever. — This  opinion 
is  founded  on  an  examination  of  "an  act  for  collecting  and  levying  a 
tax  on  land  &c."  particularly  by  the  2"— S"  5'"— T'"— 8'"— 18'"— 20"' 
and  27'"  sections  of  that  act." 

It  is  also  declared  and  believed  that  most  of  those  sales  were  made 
by  M'  Gilbreath  after  he  was  actually  removed  from  office. 

No  certificates  which  you  may  have  delivered  to  purchasers  under 
such  sales  will,  in  this  office,  be  considered  as  good  or  valid.— 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Michael  Jones  Esq'  Regis'  Land  office  Kaskaskia. — 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  2"*  April  1816 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  with  this  a  letter  from  William 
Morrison  of  Kaskaskia,  requesting  a  lease  of  the  Lead  Mines  of  the 
United  States  Ijing  East  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between  Rock  river  and 
the  Ouisconsin — and  at  Prairie  de  Chien.^'— Those  Mines  are  of  great 
value,  and,  from  the  best  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  are 
of  great  extent. — M'  Morrison  is  a  man  of  large  property,  and  has  had 

"  Senate  Journal,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  491-492. 

"  Passed  Dec.  23,  1812,  Philbrick  (ed.),  Pope's  Digest,  1815  (IHC,  xxx),  ii, 
299-306. 

-'  Letter  not  found. 
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the  benefit  of  experience  in  the  direction  of  Lead  Mines  in  the  territory 
of  Missouri.— Should  it  be  judged  expedient  to  grant  a  Lease,  I  beheve 
that  M'  Morrison  will  faithfully  and  honourably  fulfil  his  engage- 
ments. 

The  authority  to  lease  Lead  Mines  is  given  by  the  2*  section  of  the 
act  of  March  3, 1807  s"  (Laws  of  U.  States  V.  8.  p.  119.)— M'^  Morrison 
will  if  he  obtains  a  lease  carry  on  the  business  in  an  extensive  manner. 
—He  proposes  to  employ  chiefly  Frenchmen,  natives  of  that  region, 
whose  manners  and  habits  will  be  less  likely  to  give  offence  to  the 
Indians  than  those  of  any  other  description  of  people  in  the  Western 
Country  ^— 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

The  President  of  the  United  States. — 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  2'^  April  1816. 

Sir,  On  the  6'"  of  December  last  "  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to 
you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  General,*^  stating  that  the 
lands  in  Michigan  territory  appropriated  as  bounties  for  the  late  army 
were  unfit  for  cultivation. — Since  that  time  I  have  not  received  any 
instructions  for  the  Surveyor  General,  but  I  presume  the  surveys  were 
suspended  by  him,  as  I  informed  him  that  his  letter  had  been  laid 
before  you,  and  that  he  should  be  acquainted  with  your  decision. 

Should  the  President  of  the  U.  States  be  of  opinion  that  other  lands 
than  those  in  Michigan  territory  should  be  appropriated  for  bounties, 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  an  early  recommendation  to 
Congress  that  two  millions  of  acres  (additional)  be  appropriated  in  the 
Illinois  territory  in  lieu  of  those  heretofore  appropriated  in  Michigan 
territory  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  &c 

Hon  Alex'  J.  Dallas  Secret^  of  the  Treasury. 

'^  2  Stat.  445-446. 

*"  Answered  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Apr.  8,  1816  (NA,  GLO,  Treas. 
Lets.,  Unbound),  to  the  effect  that  the  President  did  not  want  to  make  an  immedi- 
ate decision  on  an  application  for  leases  because  the  state  of  information  concern- 
ing lead  mines  did  not  permit  it.  See  also  Meigs  to  Jones  and  Bond,  Sept.  13, 
1816  (NA,  GLO  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  that  the  President  had  suspended  final 
sanction  on  proposed  leasing  of  lead  mines. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

«  Nov.  30,  1815  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  NWT,  v),  printed,  A.S.P.,  Pub. 
Lands,  ill,  164-165. 

«»  See  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Jan.  22,  1816,  and  to  Tiffin,  Apr.  2,  1816 
(Terr.  Papers,  Mich.,  x,  617,  624).     See  also  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  viil,  414. 
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DANIEL  GANO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[GA0:Mi8c.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  31,986(1816)  :ALS1 

Cincinnati  April  3"  1816 

Dear  Gen',  Yours  of  the  22"  ul'  I  rec"  yesterday  "  informing  that 
it  is  necessary  for  the  setlement  of  ace'  of  our  Friend  Judge  Griswold 
dec"  to  have  by  a  sufficiently  authenticated  paper  the  time  of  his 
death,  agreeably  to  your  instance  herewith  I  send  the  affadavit  of 
the  widow  as  the  best  evidence  that  can  be  had  of  the  circumstance, 
I  should  have  given  that  information  in  former  letter  enclosing  the 
will  "  &c,  but  thought  it  had  been  given  you  by  letter  from  M'  Sloo 
who  first  wrote  you  on  the  subject.*' — 

I  know  of  nothing  particular  in  the  consequence  to  inform  you  of 
but  the  lamented  death  of  Doct'  Allison  who  was  taken  off  a  few  days 
ago  after  an  illness  of  about  a  week — 

We  all  join  in  regards  to  you  &  yours 

Dan'  Gano 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

The  State  of  Ohio    Ham"  County    Set. 

[L.S.]  Personally  appeared  before  me  John  S.  Gano  Clerk  of  the 
court  of  Common  Pleas  of  &  for  said  County,  Elisabeth  Griswold 
widow  to  the  late  Judge  Stanley  Griswold  who  being  sworn  deposeth 
&  saith  that  Stanley  Griswold  died  on  or  about  21"  day  of  August  1815 
in  Shawnee  Town  Illinois  Territory  who  acted  as  Judge  in  Said 
Territory — 

Elizabeth  Griswold 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  before  me. — 
John  S  Gano.    Clerk  C.C.P,  H.C. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  Gen'  Land  office 
Washington  City.     [Postmarked]  Cincinnati  3  April  1816    Free  Mail 


JOHN  G.  STUBBS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

April  the  fifth— 1816— 

My  Dear  friend,  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of  writeing  a  short 

epistle  in  which  I  shall  give  you  the  best  Information  I  can  respecting 

the  surveying line^The  two  M'  Moors,  have  been  laying  out  Townships 

ever  since  the  23"  of  March    M'  Bradsby,  &  myself  have  been  sub- 


«*  Not  found. 

♦•  A  copy  of  Griswold's  will  is  with  the  papers  included  in  the  account  of  which 
the  present  letter  is  a  part.     It  is  dated  Aug.  22,  1811. 
"  Sloo's  letter  not  seen. 
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divideing,  I  have  only  got  one  Township,  done  half  of  the  first 
Township  was  overflown  by  the  Illinois  river  which  obliged  me  to 
commence  on  the  2*  N  of  Base  line — It  will  be  imposible  for  us  to 
work  longer  than  the  last  of  May  or  the  middle  of  June  on  account 
of  the  grass,  or  levs.  I  wish  you  if  consistent  with  the  line  of  your 
business,  to  forward  to  me  some  means  of  makeing  a  draw  of  about 
two  hundred  dollars  abought  the  middle  of  June  or  sooner — My 
expence  has  been  great  &  I  hope  you  will  give  myself  &  brother  a 
profRtable  job  nearer  the  settlements  next  fall — 

With  respect  I  remain  your  humble  Ser' 

John  G  Stubbs 

Rev^  Edward  Tiffin 

[Addressed]  Rev^  Edward  Tiffin  Surveyor  General — of  the  United 
States  Chillicothe  State  of  Ohio  [Postmarked]  Clinton  Hill  111  T 
April  20—20 

[Endorsed]  John  G.  Stubbs    Ap'  5th  1816    about  Surveys  in  Illinois 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  19  "•  April,  1816. 
NiNiAN  Edwards    Gov'  of  Illinois  Territory.  Kaskaskias. 

Sir,  The  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade  has  been  instructed  to 
forward  to  you  for  distribution,  the  amount  in  goods  for  the  annuities 
due  to  the  Kaskaskias  Indians,  for  the  years  1815  &  '16;  and  also  a 
thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  to  be  distributed  in  presents  among 
these  Indians.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods  will  be  sent 
to  Governor  Clark  at  St.  Louis  for  the  purpose  of  making  presents 
to  the  Indians,  at  any  treaties  that  may  be  held  with  them,  or  at 
such  other  times  and  on  such  occasions  as  you  and  himself  may  deem 
proper. 

Governor  Cass  has  been  instructed  to  make  some  arrangement 
with  the  Potawatamies,*^  when  they  meet  at  Detroit  to  receive  the 
annuities  now  due,  respecting  the  payment  of  the  annuities  in  future; 
so  that  that  portion  of  the  nation  living  on  the  IHinois  river  may 
receive  their  annuity  from  you.  On  this  subject  you  wiU  be  so 
good  as  to  correspond  with  Governor  Cass. 

Captain  Woolley,  at  Pittsburgh,  will  be  instructed  to  furnish  you 
with  a  complete  set  of  Blacksmith's  tools  for  the  use  of  the  agent  for 
civilization.    It  is  presiuned  that  any  other  description  of  goods  that 

"  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  X,  627-629. 
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may  be  wanted  for  that  agency,  can  be  furnished  out  of  the  supply 
forwarded  to  Governor  Clark. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JESSE  W.  COOPER 
[NA:PO,  p.  M.  Letter  Bk.  U] 

29  April  1816 
Jesse  W.  Cooper  Esq.  P.  M  Harrisonville  I.  T' 

Sir,  I  have  received  yours  of  the  9""  instant,**  how  and  in  wliat 
way,  by  whom  is  the  mail  carried  from  your  office  to  Herculaneum 
and  Mine  Au  Burton — will  you  favor  me  with  an  early.  M^Arthur 
is  by  agreement  to  carry  the  mail  once  a  week  between  your  office  and 
Mine  Au  Burton  and  Hurculaneum.*" 

R.  J.  Meigs 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G49:ALS] 

S»  Louis  29'"  April  1816 
Dear  Brother  I  arrived  here  about  8  days  ago  &  found  Gov. 
Edwards  at  this  place  waiting  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  the  Sacs,  Foxes  & 
other  tribes  of  Indians  on  the  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  treating 
&  confirming  the  Grant  made  to  the  U.  S.  of  the  Lands  lying  between 
the  Rivers  Illinois  &  Rock — the  Indians  have  not  come  down  &  the 
day  has  passed  (the  23'')  on  which  they  were  to  have  been  down — 
Notice  was  given  to  them,  that  if  they  failed  in  being  down  on  the 
given  day,  it  would  be  considered  as  a  declaration  of  War, — it  seems 
so  to  be  considered  by  the  Governors;  &  Gen'  Smith  who  leavs  this 
in  a  few  days  with  the  8'"  &  Rifle  is  preparing  to  act  accordingly  I 
shall  go  with  him  in  his  boat* — it  seems  from  this,  the  first  steps  of 
civilization  will  be  to  flog  them  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  will  have  a 
good  effect — There  is  a.  nest  of  British  Traders,  some  have  obtained 
licence,  &  others  are  acting  without  licence  trading  among  them,  who 


•'  Not  found. 

*'  The  two  places  mentioned  were  in  Missouri  Territory.  The  contract  with 
J.  McArthur  referred  to  was  for  the  period  Jan.  1,  1814-Dec.  31,  1817,  inclusive 
(NA.PO,  Route  Register,  1814-1815).  McArthur  also  held  for  the  same  period 
the  contract  on  the  Kaskaskia,  111., -St.  Charles,  Mo.,  route,  loe.  cit.,  which  passed 
through  Prairie  du  Rocher,  St.  Philippe,  Harrisonville,  Cahokia,  and  St.  Louis, 
with  a  connecting  link  across  the  Mississippi  to  Herculaneum. 

"  See  id.  to  id.,  July  26,  1816  (NA,  WD,  SWDF,  G73),  stating  that  he  had 
been  delayed  in  starting  for  his  post  at  Peoria,  in  company  with  Smith,  and  that 
the  latter  had  advised  him  not  to  go  until  later  because  of  the  dangers  involved. 
He  intimated,  however,  that  he  intended  to  proceed  according  to  plan. 
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stir  them  up  to  act  as  they  do — &  I  believe  there  never  will  be  a  cordial 
peace  between  the  Indians,  who  have  been  under  the  influence  of  the 
British;  and  our  Government,  untill  means  are  taken  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  intercouse  between  them  &  the  British  traders — I  see  no  law 
authorizing  any  one  to  give  passes  except  the  Governor  of  the  Terri- 
tory— &  I  am  determined  to  apprehend  &  secure  every  person  passing 
through  the  Indians  tribes,  traveling  under  the  passport  of  any  other 
person  but  the  Governor — or  Heads  of  Dep'  I  have  understood  they 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  obtaining  passports  from  the  Collector  at 
Mackinaw — but  untill  I  am  otherwise  instructed  shall  apprehend 
all — it  is  impossible  to  be  too  vigilent — I  feel  much  incensed  against 
those  illicit  Traders,  &  shall  shew  them  but  little  mercy  when  they  fall 
into  my  hands  the  letter  of  my  instructions  shall  be  most  rigidly 
complied  with — 

I  have  had  some  conversation  with  Gov"'  Edwards,  he  is  friendy  & 
polite,  profers  his  advice  whenever  I  may  call  on  him,  &  recommends 
a  rigid  course  with  respect  to  the  traders — He  advises  my  going  up 
with  Gen'  Smith  &  examine  for  a'good^scite  for  the  Establishment — 

I  am  told  of  a  valuable  speculation  of  Lands  about  40  miles  above 
this  &  adjoining  Col°  Tuckers  purchase  I  am  told  it  can  be  purchased 
from  1  dollar  to  1  25/100*^*  p''  Arpen — if  the  land  equals  my  expec- 
tations I  shall  purchase  largely  for  myself  &  yourself  &  my  Brother 
so  you  may  hold  your  funds  in  readiness — &  inform  me  respecting 
my  salary  for  that  will  be  the  only  money  I  can  advance  &  unless  I 
am  allowed  from  the  time  of  appointment  I  shall  not  be  able  to  go 
in  unless  long  Credits  are  given,  which  I  suppose  will  not  exceed  two 
years — Lands  are  rising  rapidly  in  this  Country — &  but  few  chances 
of  speculation  offer;  I  shall  examine  the  land  I  expect  to  purchase, 
which  I  am  told  is  equal  to  Kentucky  lands,  if  so  I  shall  certainly 
purchase  on  my  return.  If  you  do  not  wish  to  make  any  purchases 
you  can  say  so  in  your  letter  which  will  get  here  before  I  return  (six 
weeks)— 

Will  you  inform  me  if  my  vouchers  were  rec**  that  were  enclosed 
in  Feb>'  last  to  M'  Brent— 

My  love  to  my  Mother  &  tell  her  I  am  in  very  fine  health  &  as  soon 
as  I  return  will  write  to  her,  giving  her  a  discription  of  some  of  the 
Indian  Princesses — as  I  have  understood  the  Family  claims  some 
Indian  blood — she  would  have  no  objections  to  an  Indian  princess 
for  a  Daughter  " — 

Yrs  affectionately  R  Graham 

[Addressed]  George  Graham  Esq"'    Washington  City 
»i  Answered  June  10,  1816  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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[Enclosure:ALl 

Richard  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

[April  29,  1816] 

Richard  Graham  has  the  honor  of  stating  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Hostile  attitude  of  the  Indians  over  whom 
he  is  appointed  agent,  he  is  unable  for  the  present  to  carry  into  effect 
the  views  of  the  Government 

He  is  advised  by  His  Excellency  Gov'  Edwards  to  appoint  some 
intelligent  person  who  understands  the  Patawatamie  language  & 
station  him  among  the  Indians,  near  Peoria,  to  give  such  information 
as  may  be  important,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  &  the 
Traders  residing  with  them,  He  is  also  advised  by  the  Gov'  to  accom- 
pany Gen'  Smith  as  far  as  Prarie  du  Chain  to  examine  at  that  place 
the  situation  &  character  of  the  Traders  &  to  carry  into  effect  the  1" 
2"  4'"  &  5'"  sections  of  your  instructions  dated  14'"  July  1815  =^  &  to 
take  a  view  of  the  different  important  points  of  the  Indian  Country 
over  which  I  am  appointed  agent^&  to  make  a  suitable  selection  for 
the  permanent  establishment  all  of  which  I  shall  do — 

I  wish  to  be  informed  if  the  Collector  of  Mackinaw  is  empowerd 
to  grant  passports  to  persons  wishing  to  pass  through  the  Indian 
Nations — 

S'  Louis  29  April  1816 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  29'"  April  1816.  R.  Graham  States  that  the 
views  of  Gov'  cannot  at  present  be  carried  into  effect  in  consequence 
of  the  hostile  temper  of  the  Indians  Gov'  Edwards  advises  that  a 
person  acquainted  with  the  Potowatomi  language  be  stationed  at 
Peoria — wishes  to  be  advised  whether  the  Collector  of  Mackinaw  has 
power  to  grant  passports  letter  to  M'  Graham  of  the  same  date  en- 
closed May  1816.    M'  Davis. 


JOHN  MESSINGER  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

Clinton  Hill  3"  of  May  1816— 
Sir — I  arrived  from  the  Completion  of  the  field  work  of  my  Job 
on  Kaskaskia  River  last  evening^I  have  had  a  lengthy  disagreeable 
Job  of  it,  on  account  of  the  wet  season,  and  inundation  of  the  River 
bottom,  we  had  to  wade  sometimes  2%  miles,  without  stepping  out 
of  the  water  unless  we  got  onto  logs — 

I  am  informed  that  the  Mess"  Moores  have  been  home  about  two 

"  Ante.  p.  198. 
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weeks  from  the  Illinois  River,  but  they  have  left  their  Compasses 
with  men  that  are  surveying — However  it  is  Probable  that  they  have 
written  to  you  before  this  time — Mess"  Stubbs  and  Bradsby  still 
continue  their  work,  as  appears  from  the  best  information  I  can  get — 
however  my  information  is  very  imperfect  as  yet,  for  I  have  not  seen 
any  Person  that  was  out  on  that  Job  since  their  departure — 

I  shall  use  my  best  exertions  to  prepare  my  returns  as  fast  as  I 
can — and,  I  may  send  some  Part  of  them  by  Mail  before  I  go  on 
myself — in  which  case,  I  wish  to  be  informed  whether  it  is  admissable 
for  me  to  Retain  one  of  the  triplicates  after  they  are  properly  com- 
pared— for  the  Office  at  Kaskaskia — if  not  I  can  take  them  on  when  I 
go  to  your  Office  in  person — I  am,  as  usual  wishing  to  get  a  continua- 
tion of  work  in  surveying  if  that  aheady  on  hand  is  approved  of — 

Yours  Respectfully — 

John  Messinger — 

[Addressed]  Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  General  of  the  United 
States    [Postmarked]    J  Messinger    P  M     Clinton  Hill    Free 

[Endorsed]    John  Messinger    Clinton  hill    May  3"  1816 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH 
BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  7'"  May  1816 

Sirs  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  Copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress 
passed  on  the  26'"  Ult",  entitled  "an  Act  making  further  provisions 
for  settling  claims  to  Lands  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,"  "  to  which 
you  will  give  the  customary  publicity.  An  Act  has  passed  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois  &  Mis- 
souri," a  copy  will  be  sent  to  the  Surveyor. 

The  act  first  mentioned,  directs  you  to  select  lands  for  Schools,  in 
lieu  of  those  heretofore  reserved;  when  you  have  made  the  Selection 
you  will  furnish  me  with  a  list  of  them. 

You  will  attend  to  the  various  provisions  of  the  act  in  favor  of 
private  claims — some  of  those  provisions  will  make  it  necessary  to 
postpone  the  contemplated  public  Sales  till  October  next:  a  proclama- 
tion shall  be  forwarded  in  good  time.^* 

I  am  &c 

Michael  Jones    Shadrach  Bond  Esq"  Kaskaskia 


"  Approved  Apr.  27,  1816  (3  STAT.  307-308). 
"  Approved  Apr.  29,  1816  (3  Stat.  325-326). 
"  Answered  post,  p.  356. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  WILLIAM  RECTOR 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii] 

General  Land  Office  10'"  May  1816 
Wellum  Rector  Esq'    Surveyor  &c    Kaskaskia 

Sir  I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  a  commission  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States  appointing  you  to  be  surveyor 
of  PubHc  Lands  in  the  Territories  of  IlHnois  &  Missouri.**  You  will 
qualify  yourself  by  taking  an  oath  before  a  competent  Magistrate  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  &  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  your  office. 

You  will  also  receive  herewith  extracts  from  the  instnictions  of 
M'  Gallatin  (Secretary  of  the  Treasury)  to  Surveyor  General  Mansfield, 
dated  19  Sep'  1803,"  relative  to  the  mode  of  keeping  your  accounts,  & 
extracts  from  instructions  to  other  Surveyors  Gen' 

As  some  contracts  for  surveying  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  & 
Missouri  have  been  made  by  M'  Tiffin,  &  perhaps  monies  paid  on  ac- 
count of  them,  you  will  correspond  with  him  on  the  subject  of  those 
contracts  being  finally  settled  by  him  or  by  you;  &  relative  to  the 
transfer  from  his  office  to  yours,  of  the  records  which  relate  to  the 
Territories  of  Illinois  &  Missouri;  agreeably  to  the  act  authorizing 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for  those  Territories. 

After  you  have,  in  conjunction  with  M'  Tiffin,  determined  whether 
any,  &  what  part  of  the  contracts  already  made,  are  to  be  paid  for  in 
your  office,  you  will  furnish  me  with  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of 
monies  that  will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expence  of  surveys  in  the 
two  territories  during  the  present  year,  &  where  it  will  be  most  con- 
venient to  you  to  have  a  credit  for  said  monies. 

Extracts  from  the  instructions  to  Survey'  Gen^  Mansfield  dated  19'" 
Sept'  1803. 
"1.  All  the  monies  necessary  to  execute  the  surveys  are  from  time 
to  time  to  be  advanced  to  the  Survey'  Gen'  who  is  accountable  for 
the  disposition  of  the  same.  For  that  purpose  he  transmits,  when- 
ever necessary,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (now  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office)"  an  estimate  of  the  sum  which 
may  be  wanted  for  the  service  of  the  ensuing  three  or  six  months. 
On  receipt  of  this,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  authorizes  him  to 
draw  on  him  to  a  certain  Amount,  giving  him  credit  to  that  effect 
with  some  of  the  Receivers  of  Public  monies,  who  advance  him  the 
money  on  his  drafts  on  the  Secretary.    The  form  of  the  drafts  you  can 


••  Nominated  and  confirmed  Apr.  29,  1816  {Senale,  Exee.  Journal,  III,  51,  52). 

»'  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  I). 

"  Parenthetical  matter  is  in  red  ink. 
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obtain  from  M'  Tiffin;  the  form  used  when  those  instructions  were 
issued  has  been  altered/' 

Whenever  you  draw  you  will  advise  the  Secretary  by  post  of  your 
drafts. 

2.  Your  accounts  are  to  be  rendered  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  (now  to  the  Commiss'  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office  who  trans- 
mits them  to  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury)*"  quarter  yearly,  closed  to 
the  last  days  of  March,  June,  Sepf  &  Decem'';  in  these  accounts  all 
monies  advanced  from  the  Treasury  to  you  will  be  credited :  the  debits 
will  consist  of  your  Salary  &  of  that  of  your  clerks,  &  charges  for 
services  performed  by  the  Surveyors  &  their  assistants,  pursuant  to 
contracts  made  by  your  predecessor  &  yoiu-self .  If  monies  have  been 
advanced  by  you  to  surveyors  on  account,  a  list  thereof  is  to  be  trans- 
mitted, &  the  amount  thereof  is  to  be  stated  as  a  component  part  of 
the  balance  to  be  accounted  for  by  you  in  a  subsequent  settlement. 

S"*  (This  article  may  enable  you  &  M""  Tiffin  to  decide  on  the  best 
mode  of  paying  the  balances  due  on  contracts  executed  &  paid  in 
part.)"  As  it  is  probable  that,  on  your  arrival,  some  of  the  contracts 
made  by  your  predecessor  shall  not  have  been  completely  executed, 
&  it  will  be  in  your  province  to  receive  the  surveys  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  Surveyors  giving  them  credit  for  the  work  executed 
by  them  in  conformity  with  their  contracts,  &  charging  them  with  the 
advances  made  to  them  by  your  predecessor  &  to  pay  the  balance 
which  may  be  due  to  them,  you  will  be  pleased  to  ascertain  the  smn 
which  may  be  necessary  for  that  purpose  &  to  advise  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  (through  the  General  Land  Office)  ^  without  delay, 
in  order  that  you  may  be  authorized  to  draw  in  time  to  meet  those 
demands." 

Extract  from  instructions  sent  to  Surv"  Gener^  Briggs  9'"  Nov^  1803  .^^ 
"For  your  government  I  deem  it  proper  to  observe  that  your  ac- 
counts when  rendered,  must  be  accompanied  with  the  necessary 
vouchers,  to  wit,  the  receipts  of  all  persons  to  whom  in  the  execution 
of  the  duties  of  your  office,  you  shall  have  occasion  to  pay  money, 
&  which  receipts  for  your  better  security  ought  to  be  taken  in 
triplicates." 

Extract  from  Instructions  sent  to  Survey'  Gen^  Pease  21"  March  1807." 
"Whenever  you  shall  be  satisfied  with  the  returns  of  such  work 


"  This  sentence  is  in  red  ink. 

•"  Parenthetical  matter  is  in  red  ink. 

«'  Do. 

"  Do. 

"  Terr.  Papers  (Miss.),  v,  278. 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  534-537, 
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(commenced  under  his  predecessor)**  the  most  simple  way  will  be 
for  you  to  pay  the  balance  which  may  be  found  due  to  them  respec- 
tively, &  in  youi'  quarterly  account  for  that  quarter  to  charge  your- 
self with  the  advance  which  such  deputies  might  have  received  from 
yoiu-  predecessor  on  account  of  such  work  &  to  take  credit  for  the 
amount  due  to  them  for  the  whole  of  such  work.  Thus,  supposing 
a  deputy  to  have  received  from  your  predecessor  $1000  in  advance 
&  to  return  work  to  you  amounting  to  $3,000  dollars,  you  would  pay 
$2,000  to  such  Deputy,  &  in  your  quarterly  account  you  would 
charge  yourself  with  the  $1000  thus  advanced  by  your  predecessor 
(for  which  he  would  thereby  receive  a  credit  at  the  Treasury)  &  take 
credit  for  the  whole  amount  of  $3000  due  to  such  Deputy." 

Form  of  a  bill  sent  to  Surv'  Gen '  Pease. 

Exchange  for  D' 

(Date  &c) 

Ten  days  after  sight  pay  to  Receiver  of 

Public  monies,  or  order  [blank]  dollars  on  account  of  expences  inci- 
dent to  the  Surveys  of  the  public  lands  south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee 
(or  within  the  Territory  of  Orleans  ^  as  the  case  may  be)  for  which  I 
am  to  be  charged  &  held  accountable,  having  drawn  duplicate  Bills 
of  the  same  tenor  &  date,  one  only  of  which  is  to  be  in  force. 

S.  P— 
To  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

The  words  in  the  bill  scored  with  red  ink,  you  will  change  for  the 
words,  for  military  bounties  in  the  Territory  of  [blank],  or  for  sale 
in  the  Territory  of  [blank]  as  the  case  may  be 

Extract  from  Instructions  sent  to  Survey'  General  Tiffin  27'"  March 
1815." 

"Reasonable  advances  of  Money  will  be  made  directly  to  yourself, 
from  the  Treasury,  for  which  you  will  be  held  accountable,  but  no 
credits  will  be  allowed  to  you  except  for  services  performed  according 
to  law.  When  advances  are  made  it  will  therefore  be  proper  &  neces- 
sary, that  you  should  be  satisfied  with  the  security  therefor,  &  that 
the  same  will  be  duly  accounted  for" 

"Copies  of  all  contracts  made  by  you  with  the  Surveyors  or  other 
persons,  are  from  time  to  time  to  be  transmitted  to  this  office.  You 
will  also  observe  that  the  Surveyor  General,  Assistant  Surveyors, 
&  chain  carriers  are  required  by  Law,  before  entering  on  their  several 


«  Parenthetical  matter  is  in  red  ink. 

••  Underscore  is  in  red  inlc. 

"Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  524-625. 
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duties,  to  take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  faithfully  to  perform  the 
same." 

You  will  consider  the  foregoing  instructions  to  different  Surveyors 
General  as  also  addressed  to  you.** 
I  am  very  respectfully  &c  J  M 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Receivers  Office  Kaskaskia  May  10.  1816 
Sir  Herewith  you  will  receive  my  accoimt  of  Monies  received, 
for  the  Month  of  April  (including  the  first  day  of  May)  1816  «»  I 
have  made  out  my  Account  in  this  manner,  as  with  the  first  day  of 
May  concluded  the  time  allowed  by  Law  for  the  Pre-emptioners  to 
complete  their  entries. — 

Your  Letter  of  the  28'"  of  March  1816  has  been  received,™  respecting 
M''  Will  (Lessee  of  the  Saline  on  Section  1.9.3).  I  would  observe, 
that  I  have  takin  advice  upon  the  subject  of  his  Bond,  and  am  in- 
formed that  the  amoimt  cannot  be  obtained  without  Commencing 
Suit  against  him. — He  is  not  working  the  Saline  at  present,  but  when 
he  recommences  I  have  no  doubt  but  he  will  pay  it. 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  Obd'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office.  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia 
May  16        Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  10  May  1816  S  Bond  de  rent  of  Saline — 
sends  accoimts  of  monies  received  in  Ap'  Ans"  6  June  " 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  EDWARD  TIFFIN 
[NA:GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi:ALS] 

General  Land  Office  11*"  May  1816 
Sir    Herewith  you  have  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  Congress  passed  29'" 
Ult°  entitled  "An  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor 
of  the  public  Lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  &  Missouri."  " 


•8  Answered  post,  p.  347. 

"  Not  present. 

"  Ante,  p.  321. 

"  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  an  acknowledgment. 

"  3  Stat.  325-326;  copy  present  with  the  above  letter. 
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M'  Rector  has  been  appointed  Surveyor  of  the  territories  men- 
tioned, I  have  directed  him  to  correspond  with  you  relative  to  the 
transfer  of  the  documents  in  your  office,  which  are  directed  by  the 
Act  to  be  delivered  to  the  Surv^eyor  of  the  two  territories,  &  also  in 
relation  to  the  payment  for  work  which  you  contracted  to  have  done 
but  which  is  not  yet  completed.  If  you  have  advanced  money  on 
account  of  Surveys  in  those  territories,  it  will  perhaps  be  best  to  give 
M"'  Rector  an  acco'  of  those  advances,  together  with  the  vouchers  & 
contracts;  when  he  examines  the  Sun^eys  &  pays  the  Surveyors,  he 
can  pay  the  balances  due,  debiting  himself  &  crediting  you  for  the 
sums  advanced  by  you,  &  taking  credit  for  the  whole  amount  of  the 
surveys — Thus  you  will  obtain  credit  at  the  Treasury  for  the  sums 
which  you  may  have  advanced  on  account  of  surveys  in  the  two 
territories. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed'  serv' 

JosiAH  Meigs. 

Edward  Tiffin  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  Chillicothe. 

Your  letter  of  27'"  Ult"  was  duly  received,"  the  proclamations  of 
the  President  relative  to  Canadian  Volunteers  &  sales  at  Vincennes 
&  JefTersonNnille,  you  will  have  seen  in  the  National  Intelligencer^ — 
As  you  proposed  an  earlier  time  for  the  sales,  you  will,  doubtless, 
have  the  Maps  ready  for  the  land  Offices  in  good  time.  The  last 
appropriation  of  Land  for  Military  bounties  in  Illinois  &  Missouri 
is  in  lieu  of  those  in  Michigan  Territory.    Josiah  Meigs 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  WILLIAM  RECTOR 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii] 

General  Land  Office  11*"  May  1816 
William  Rector  Esq'  Surveyor  &c    Kaskaskia 

Sir  On  the  10'"  Ins'  I  transmitted  your  Commission  as  Surveyor 
Gen'  of  Illinois  &  Missouri  Territories,  &  Instructions.'* 

I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  certain  acts  of  Congress,  viz'  an  Act 
passed  29'"  Ult"  entitled  "an  Act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a 
Surveyor  of  the  Public  lands  in  the  territories  of  Illinois  &  Missouri"; 
this  act  prescribes  your  duties,  fixes  your  compensation,  &  the  fees  to 
be  paid  by  Individuals.  An  act  passed  26'"  Ult°  entitled  "An  Act 
making  further  provisions  for  settling  claims  to  lands  in  the  territory 
of  Illinois"; "  &  An  Act  passed  29'"  Ult"  entitled  "An  Act  to  authorize 
the  survey  of  two  millions  of  Acres  of  the  public  Lands  in  lieu  of  that 

"  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  viii,  413-414. 

'*  Ante,  p.  332. 

"  Approved  Apr.  27,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308). 
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quantity  heretofore  authorized  to  be  siuveyed  in  the  Territory  of 
Michigan,  as  military  bounty  Lands.""* 

Of  the  above  two  Millions  you  will  observe  that  one  &  a  half 
millions  are  to  be  surveyed  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  &,  as  Surveys 
are  now  making  in  that  Territory  of  two  Millions  of  Acres  by  the 
Law  of  May  6'"  1812,  the  President  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the  said 
1.500.000  be  surveyed  adjoining  to  &  northerly  of  the  said  survey 
of  2.000.000. 

If  from  your  local  situation  &  your  experience  relative  to  the  public 
Lands,  you  shall  be  of  opinion  that  the  1.500.000  acres  above  men- 
tioned, or  any  part  of  them  can  be  more  advantageously  located  in  the 
Illinois  Territory  than  as  above  described,  you  will  be  pleased  to 
communicate  your  opinion  to  me  to  be  laid  before  the  President. 

As  you  are  now  survejang  north  of  the  Missouri  it  is  to  be  understood 
that  the  five  hundred  thousand  acres  which  by  the  act  are  to  be 
surveyed  in  the  Missouri  Territory  shall  be  a  part  of  that  which  you 
are  now  surveying.  You  will  therefore  take  special  care  that  your 
deputies  be  specially  instructed  carefully  to  note  the  quality  of  the 
soil — the  timber  &c  &c — that  none  but  land  fit  for  cultivation,  accord- 
ing to  the  words  of  the  act,  may  be  returned  to  this  office.  If  in 
running  township  lines,  any  township  shall  be  discovered  to  be  unfit 
for  cultivation,  such  townships  need  not  be  subdivided  into  sections  & 
quarter  Sections. 

You  will  use  all  diligence  in  making  your  arrangements  for  the 
speedy  execution  of  the  duties  reqiiired  by  the  Law  &  these  instructions 

I  am  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  JOHN  McKEE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  11'"  May  1816. 
Sir,  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission,  appointing  you 
Register  of  the  Land  office  in  the  Illinois  territory,  north  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Kaskaskia,"  forms  and  instructions  for  your  government,  a 
copy  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed  29'"  Ult°  entitled  "An  Act  to 
establish  a  Land  district  in  Illinois  territory  north  of  the  district  of 
Kaskaskia,""  and  a  volume  of  Land  Laws.  The  Register  at  Kas- 
kaskia  has  been  directed,  with  the  aid  of  the  surveyor  of  the  territories 
of  Illinois  and  Missouri,  to  furnish  you  with  a  map  of  the  north  dis- 
trict, shewing  what  lands  are  for  sale,  and  what  are  sold,  reserved 
&c. — those  that  have  been  sold  at  Kaskaskia  must  be  paid  for  there. 

"  3  Stat.  332. 

"  Nominated  and  con&med  Apr.  30,  1816  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  III,  52). 

"  3  Stat.  323. 
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The  Register  at  Cincinnati  has  been  directed  to  purchase  books 
and  stationary  for  you,  and  forward  them  to  the  register  at  Shawnee- 
town. 

You  will  also  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  a  circular  letter,  dated  30"" 
April,"  to  persons  authorised  to  grant  permissions  to  reside  on  public 
lands,  with  printed  permissions,  &  printed  sheets  to  form  a  register 
of  them. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  qualify  yourself  (as 
Register)  by  taking  an  Oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  fidelity  in  office,  with  a  bond  executed  by 
yourself,  and  one  or  more  good  sureties,  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars. — A  form  of  the  bond  is  annexed.— 

I  am  &c. 

John  M'Kee  Esq'  Regis'  L.  office  Edwardsville  Illinois  territory. 
Care  of  Benj"  Stephenson  Kaskaskia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  11*"  May  1816. 

Sir,  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission  appointing  you  Re- 
ceiver of  public  monies  for  the  Land  district  in  the  Illinois  territory 
north  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,^  a  copy  of  the  act  of  Congress 
establishing  the  district,  and  forms  and  instructions  for  your  govern- 
ment. The  Register  has  been  furnished  with  a  volume  of  Land  laws, 
another  copy  could  not  be  obtained.^ — The  Register  at  Cincinnati  has 
been  directed  to  purchase  books  and  stationary  for  you,  and  for  the 
land  office,  and  to  forward  them  to  the  Register  at  Shawneetown,  you 
will  pay  for  them  out  of  the  first  receipts  for  public  lands.  It  is  con- 
templated to  have  public  sales  at  Kaskaskia,  and  at  the  New  office  in 
October  next — proclamations  shall  be  transmitted  in  good  time. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  immediately  qualify  yourself  (as 
Receiver)  by  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  and  for  fidelity  in  office,  with  a  bond  executed  by  yourself 
and  one  or  more  good  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars. — 
A  form  of  the  bond  is  annexed. 

I  am  &c. 

Benj"  Stephenson  Esq'  Regis'  L.  office  Edwardsville  Illinois 
territory  now  at  Kaskaskia. 


"  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vm,  415-417. 

*>  Nominated  and  confirmed  Apr.  29,  1816  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  III,  51,  52). 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land-office  11*"  May  1816 
Sir,  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
the  29  Ult°  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  Land  district  in  the  Illinois 
territory  north  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia."  ^'  As  goon  as  practicable, 
after  the  first  of  October  next,  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish  the 
Register  at  Edwardsville  with  a  copy  of  the  map  of  that  part  of  the 
district  of  Kaskaskia  north  of  the  base  line,  designating  all  the  tracts 
that  have  been  sold,  reserved  for  Schools  &c,  or  being  otherwise 
disposed  of  are  not  for  sale. — Any  that  have  been  sold  by  you,  must 
continue  in  your  books,  payment  must  be  made  to  the  Receiver  at 
Kaskaskia,  and  you  will  issue  the  final  certificates — The  surveyor  of 
the  territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  will  aid  you  in  furnishing  to  the 
Register  at  Edwardsville  the  map  above  mentioned.  It  is  contem- 
plated to  have  public  sales  at  Kaskaskia,  and  the  New  office,  in 
October  next. — Proclamations  shall  be  transmitted  in  good  time.'^ — 
I  am  &c. 

Michael  Jones  Esq""  Regis'  L.  office  Kaskaskia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  13""  May  1816 
Sir    I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  the  signature  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  a  proclamation  relative  to  the 
public  Sales  of  public  Lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory.*' 
I  am  &c 

Honble  Alex'  J  Dallas  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskasku  15  May  1816 

Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  accounts  of  Lands  applied  for  and 

Monies  received  from  the  1'*  of  April  to  the  1^'  of  May  1816  inclusive 

and  also  the  receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  of  Public  Monies  diu-ing 

the  said  term  from  N"  638  to  688  cancelled  ^^ — I  have  made  up  this 

81  3  Stat.  323. 

*>  Answered  post,  p.  856. 

8'  Post,  p.  340. 

**  Not  present. 
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report  to  the  first  of  May  inclusive  as  the  time  within  which  Pre- 
emptioners  had  a  right  to  enter  expired  on  that  day — 

I  have  seen  a  Bill  providing  for  issuing  final  Certificates  in  cases  of 
confirm'd  located  Claims — should  this  Bill  pass  in  its  present  shape  it 
will  involve  some  doubt. 

This  Bill  provides  for  issuing  Patents  to  those  who  have  not  obtain'd 
previously,  a  Patent  from  the  Governors  '* — but  as  many  of  the 
Patents  issued  by  the  Governors  were  found  to  have  been  granted 
on  Surveys  erroneously  made  and  all  of  them  without  any  topo- 
graphical discription  the  whole  of  these  were  re-survey'd  by  M' 
Rector  in  which  resurveys  he  was  governed  by  the  original  boundaries 
which  varied  in  most  cases  the  situation  and  also  in  some  the  course 
and  distances  of  the  Surveys  contained  in  the  Patents  which  latter 
surveys  have  been  return'd  and  approved  by  the  Surveyor  General 
and  consequently  the  connected  plat  is  laid  down  according  to  these 
resurveys  without  regard  to  the  Patents — 

It  becomes  indispensably  necessary  therefore  that  in  all  cases  where 
the  resurvey  differs  from  that  contained  in  the  Patents  to  retain  them 
and  issue  new  ones  in  conformity  with  the  resurvey — It  would  seem 
from  this  Bill  that  the  Patentees  may  demand  their  patents  however 
widely  the  Surveys  therein  contain'd  may  differ  from  the  resurveys 
which  are  designated  on  the  connected  plat  and  in  conformity  to  which 
the  Public  Lands  adjoining  have  been  sold — This  would  produce 
endless  confusion — 

From  the  former  communications  of  M'  Gallatin  I  was  induced  to 
believe  that  these  patents  would  be  considered  as  mere  evidence  of 
confirmation  by  the  Governor  and  that  new  Patents  would  issue. 

I  am  Sir,  very  respectfully  Your  most  Ob'  hum"'"  Serv* 

Mich' Jones 

The  Hon""  Josiah  Meigs  Comm'  of  the  Gen'  L  0. 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  18  May  1816  M'  Jones  relative  to  Governors 
patents  on  erroneous  surveys    Ans"  3"  June  '• 


PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:GLO,  Rec.  of  Procls.,  vol.  11 
Dated  16'*"  May  1816.     Sales  at  Kaskaskia,  Edwardsville  andShawnee- 
town,  Illinois 

By  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
Whereas  by  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  26""  of  March  1804, 

"  Referring  to  an  act  already  approved  Apr.  27,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308). 
w  Post,  p.  350. 
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entitled  "An  Act  making  provision  for  the  disposal  of  the  public 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes;"  "  and  by  the 
Act  passed  the  third  of  March  1805,  supplementary  to  the  Act  above 
recited,^*  it  was  enacted,  that  a  Land  Office  should  be  established  at 
Kaskaskia,  for  the  disposal  of  certain  lands  described  in  the  said  Acts: 
And  whereas  by  the  Act  of  Congress  passed  the  21"  of  February 
1812,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Land  District  in  the  Illinois 
Territory,  east  of  the  district  of  Kaskaskia,  and  to  attach  certain 
public  lands  to  the  District  of  Jeffersonville"  *'  it  was  enacted,  that  a 
Land  Office  should  be  established  at  Shawneetown,  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  which  lie  East  of  the  third 
principal  Meridian  Line:  And  Whereas  by  the  Act  of  Congress  passed 
the  29'"  of  April  1816,  entitled  "An  Act  to  establish  a  Land  District 
in  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of  the  District  of  Kaskaskia,"  °°  it  was 
enacted  that  a  Land  Office  should  be  established  at  Edwardsville, 
in  Madison  County  Illinois  Territory,  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  which  lie  north  of  the  Base  Line  in  said 
Territory:  And  Whereas  it  was  further  enacted  by  the  Acts  above 
recited  that  the  Said  lands  with  exception  of  lands  reserved  by  Law 
for  Schools  &  Seminaries  of  Learning,  or  for  the  use  of  Salines,  or 
reserved  to  satisfy  private  claims,  or  reserved  for  other  purposes,  or 
having  Lead  Mines  or  Salt  Springs  upon  them,  should  be  offered  for 
sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  on  such  day  or  days  as  should,  by  a  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States  be  designated  for  that 
as  have  been,  or  might  be  by  law  provided  for  the  lands  sold  north  of 
the  River  Ohio  and  above  the  mouth  of  Kentucky  River. 

Wherefore,  1,  James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  in 
conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  acts  above  recited.  Do  hereby 
declare  and  make  known  that  public  sales  of  the  said  lands,  with  the 
exception  of  such  as  have  been  reserved  or  appropriated  by  Law,  or 
have  upon  them  Salt  Springs  or  Lead  mines,  or  have  been  heretofore 
offered  at  public  sale,  shall  be  held  at  Kaskaskia  in  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory, on  the  Second  Monday  in  October  next;  at  Edwardsville  in  the 
Illinois  Territory  on  the  fourth  Monday  in  October  next;  and  at  Shaw- 
neetown in  the  Illinois  Territory,  on  the  Second  monday  in  November 
next:  that  the  Sales  shall  be  held  under  the  direction  of  the  Registers 
of  the  Land  Offices  and  Receivers  of  Public  Monies  for  the  said  dis- 


"  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VII,  173-184. 
88  Ibid.,  pp.  263-266. 
8«  2  Stat.  684. 
««  3  Stat.  323. 
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tricts,  respectively,  that  the  sales  in  each  district  shall  continue  till 
the  lands  have  been  offered  for  Sale" — 
Given  under  my  hand,  the  sixteenth  day  of  May  1816 

By  the  President    (signed)    James  Madison 
(signed)    JosiAH  Meigs 

Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 


"  The  following  series  of  documents  relating  to  the  survey  and  sale  of  public 
lands  in  Illinois  Territory  are  located  in  the  General  Land  Office  files  at  the 
National  Archives: 

Surveyor  General  Northwest  Territory,  Letters  Received,  vols,  ii  to  vil. 
Surveyor  General  Northwest  Territory,  Letters  Sent,  1797-1814  (rough  drafts). 
Letters  to  Surveyors  General,  vols.  1  and  2. 
Letters  from  Surveyors  General,  vols.,  Mansfield,  1807-1812;  Meigs,  1812-1814; 

Tiffin,  1814-1819;  Rector,  1816-1822. 
Miscellaneous  Letters  Sent,  vols.  1  to  8. 
Miscellaneous  Letters  Received,  vols.  A  to  W. 
Miscellaneous  Letters  Received  (unbound). 

Miscellaneous  Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (unbound). 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  Letters  Sent,  Land  Patents,  vols.  1802-1809  and  1809- 

1812. 
Letters  from  Registers  and  Receivers:   Kaskaskia,   1804-1833;  Shawneetown, 

1813-1833;  and  Edwardsville,  1816-1838. 
Executive  Proclamations,  Sale  of  Public  Lands,  1807-1838. 
Applications  to  Purchase  (Kaskaskia),  vols.  1814-1816  and  1816-1818. 
Credit  System  Receipts  (Kaskaskia),  1814-1820. 
Credit  Receipts  (Edwardsville),  1816-1822. 
Further  Credit  (Edwardsville  and  Shawneetown),  vols.  1816-1819  and  1814- 

1820. 
Account  of  Money  Received  by  Register  of  Public  Lands  (Edwardsville),  1816- 

1857. 
Cash  Account  for  the  Sale  of  Lands  in  lUinois,  1816-1817;  labeled  "178"  in 

private  land  claim  series. 
Accounts  of  Receipts  Received  by  Register  of  Public  Lands  (Kaskaskia),  1814- 

1817. 
Abstract  of  Accounts  of  Public  Land  Applied  for.  Register  of  Public  Lands 

(Kaskaskia),  1814-1821. 
Abstract  of  Accounts  (Shawneetown),  vols.  1814-1817  and  1814-1818. 
Abstract  of  Receipts  (Kaskaskia),  1814-1821. 
Abstract  of  Receipts  (Shawneetown),  1814-1820. 

The  following  series  of  documents  relating  to  the  sale  and  survey  of  public 
lands  in  Illinois  Territory  are  located  in  the  Secretary's  Files  of  the  Treasury 
Department: 

Public  Lands  Letter  Book,  1801-1833. 
Letters  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  the  General  Land  Office,  vol.  I 

(1809-1820). 
Letters  from  the  General  Land  Office  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  vol.  IV 

(1801-1818). 

For  the  sources  relating  to  the  settlement  of  private  land  claims  in  Illinois 
Territory,  see  ante,  p.  19,  n.  24,  which  also  contains  references  to  the  subject 
matter  of  the  present  note. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  REGISTERS  AND  RECEIVERS  AT 

EDWARDSVILLE  AND  SHAWNEETOWN 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  16""  May  1816 

Sirs  Enclosed  you  have  a  copy  of  the  President's  Proclamation 
relative  to  public  Sales  of  Public  Lands  at  the  three  land  Offices  in 
the  Illinois  Territory. 

The  land  Officers  at  Kaskaskia  have  been  directed  to  give  the 
Proclamation  sufficient  publicity  by  News-papers,  any  further  pub- 
licity in  your  vicinity,  which  you  can  give  it  by  posting  in  public 
places,  you  will  please  to  give. 

You  will  commence  the  sales  at  your  Office  on  the  day  appointed 
by  the  proclamation,  &  continue  them  till  all  the  lands  (not  excepted 
by  Law)  have  been  offered  for  Sale — proceeding  with  as  much  dis- 
patch as  is  consistent  with  accuracy. 

I  am  &c 

John  M^Kee  Benj"  Stephenson  Esqr'  Register  Receiver 
Edwards\'ille. 

Tho°  Sloo  Jn"  Caldwell  Esqr°  Register  Receiver  Shawneetown. 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  May  18'"  1816 
Josiah  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  In  my  official  letter  of  Yesterday  '-  I  Omitted  Mentioning  one 
Circumstance  that  the  people  of  this  Teritory  are  Extreemly  Anctious 
about  a  Report  has  Reached  us  that  Congress  have  passed  a  law 
Doing  away  the  force  of  the  Presidents  proclamation  Relative  to 
Setlers  on  the  U.  S.  lands  Making  it  their  Duty  to  Obtain  a  permit 
from  the  Register  of  the  District  in  the  which  the  Reside  °^ 

If  Such  a  law  has  passed  will  you  Have  the  goodness  to  transmit 
me  a  Copy  as  Earley  as  may  be  Convenient — Sir  the  long  &  painfull 
Indisposition  of  my  family  has  prevented  me  from  Making  my  Report 
I  heretofore  Stated  to  You  the  loss  of  our  Daughter  on  the  last  day 
of  January  &  on  the  5'"  of  April  we  lost  our  Son  William  with  an 
inflamation  in  the  Brain  M"  Sloo  has  been  in  a  Delicate  State  of 
health  Ever  Since  She  has  been  at  this  place.  She  will  spend  the 
Summer  at  Cincinnati. 

I  have  Explored  this  District  from  the  Mouth  of  the  Ohio  to  the 
Base  line  and  Ever>'  principle  Water  Course  and  find  the  Quality  of 

K  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 

»  Referring  to  an  act  approved  Mar.  25,  1816  (3  Stat.  260-261). 
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the  lands  far  Superior  to  What  I  Expected  I  have  finished  All  Except 
between  the  little  &  Big  Wabash  which  will  take  me  about  two  weeks 
I  want  to  Reexamin  the  Lead  Mines  before  I  make  my  Report 

M"  Sloo  Requests  me  to  make  her  Respects  acceptable  to  Your 
good  lady  and  family  and  Reserve  for  Yourself  the  Ashurances  of 
respectfull  Esteem  from  Your  freind 

Tho'  Sloo 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Washington  City    Private 

[Endorsed]  Shawneetown  18  May  1816  Tho'  Sloo — Register  wants 
the  law  relating  to  permissions  to  remain  on  pub :  Land  Ans""  6  June  '* 


POST  ROUTE  ADVERTISEMENT 
[PO:  Proposals  for  Contracts,  1808-1818] 

[May  20,  1816] 
In  Ilunois. 
62.  From   Shawneetown,   by  White   c.h.   and  Edward's  c.h.  to 
Vincennes,  once  in  two  weeks. 

Leave  Shawneetown  every  other  Sunday  at  2  p.m.  and  arrive  at 
Vincennes  on  Tuesday  by  11  a.m.  Leave  Vincennes  every  other 
Friday  at  noon,  and  arrive  at  Shawneetown  on  Sunday  by  11  a.m. 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS  "J 

Kaskaskia  29  May  1816 
Sir,  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  notice,  as  publish'd,  for  leasing 
the  Lead  mines  in  the  Tract  of  Country  purchased  of  the  Fox  and 
Sack  Indians  ''—The  mode  adopted  by  us  will  we  conceive  excite 
competition;  produce  the  highest  rent  and  lead  to  a  more  sudden 
discovery  of  the  mineral  Lands  in  that  Tract  of  Country  which  is 
represented  as  abounding  in  Lead  ore.  We  beg  however  to  be 
inform'd  whether  we  may  lease  for  the  interest  of  the  purchase 
money,  as  in  the  case  of  Salines,  or  at  a  lower  rate,  if  the  proposed 
rent  should  not  amount  to  that  sum— It  is  desired  to  be  Known 
whether  those  who  obtain  leases  may  venture  to  proceed  immediately 
to  the  Mines  and  commence  their  operations,  without  having  first 
obtain'd  the  sanction  of  the  President — the  season  might  be  too  far 
advanced  should  they  be  detain'd  here  untill  an  answer  could  reach 


•<  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
"  In  Jones's  hand. 
"  Not  present. 
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us  from  Washington — We  beg  [Ie]ave  also  to  suggest,  that  if  Lead 
was  made  receivable  in  payment  of  the  rent,  the  mines  would  be 
much  more  productive  to  the  United  States — 

The  Law  pass'd  at  the  last  Session  relative  to  pre-emptioners  has 
not  yet  reach'd  us  " — The  law  authorising  the  granting  of  Permits  to 
unauthoris'd  Settlers  °'  together  with  the  forms  and  instructions  have 
been  receiv'd  by  this  days  mail  ''^— 

We  are  inform'd  that  a  new  District  has  been  establish'd  North  of 
the  Base-line  about  Thirty  six  miles  north  of  Kaskaskia  '  but  as  we 
have  not  seen  the  Law  we  know  not  when  our  jurisdiction  within  the 
new  District  will  cease — should  the  Law  in  any  point  be  of  doubtful 
construction  in  that  case  we  solicit  your  opinion  &  instructions — Our 
District  altho'  the  oldest  is  now  reduced  to  a  mere  speck  indeed,  and 
most  of  the  best  lands  have  been  and  will  be  appropriated  by  Pre- 
emptioners  yet  it  is  desirable  to  offer  for  sale  the  residue  of  the  unap- 
propriated Lands  as  early  as  possible  after  the  first  of  October  next — • 
The  whole  of  our  District  is  subdivided  and  as  soon  as  we  receive  the 
returns  of  the  surveys  recently  completed  in  the  Northern  part  of  the 
District  we  shall  designate  the  College  Township. 

We  are  very  respectfully  your  ob'  Hble  Servt^  ' 

Mich'  Jones.  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commiss''of  theGen'Land 
Office    Washington  City    [Postmarked]     Kaskaskia  May  30 ""    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskas*  29'"  May  1816  M' Jones  encloses  his  adver- 
tisem'  for  applications  for  Leases  of  Lead  Mines  ans"  28  June  ^ 


NICHOLAS  BOILVIN  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B139:  LS] 

S'  Louis  May  the  29"'  1816— 
Sir.  There  are  now  a  few  days  that  I  am  come  down  from  prairy 
du  chien  with  a  party  of  about  one  hundred  Indians  of  the  Sioux; 
Puans  and  other  nations.  Whom  I  was  directed  by  the  Governor 
and  commissioners  to  bring  here.  And  I  am  convinced  that  those 
chiefs  will  agree  without  any  difficulty  to  sign  a  treaty  of  peace  to  the 

"  Approved  Apr.  27,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308). 
»»  Approved  Mar.  25,  1816  (3  Stat.  260-261.) 

»'  Referring  to  circular  letter  to  registers,  Apr.  30,  1816,  printed,  Terr.  Papers 
(Ind.),  VIII,  415-417. 
■  Ante,  p.  339. 
»  Post,  p.  358. 
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best  conditions  for  the  United  States.  I  am  now  preparing  every 
thing  for  the  Settlement  of  my  old  accounts  with  the  Government,  I 
will  forward  them  immediately  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  those  accounts 
and  Vouchers  will  be  satisfactory,  and  will  Justify  all  the  expences 
done  by  me. 

The  Indians  nations  round  prairy  du  chien  and  north  of  the  Mississipi 
seems  in  friendly  dispositions  with  the  United  States,  nevertheless  I 
have  received  some  informations  that  some  nations  and  Specially  the 
fall  Avoine,  will  oppose  Themselves  to  the  construction  of  new  forts 
and  the  exploitation  of  Lead  mines.  I  believe  That  I  will  go  up  again 
as  soon  as  the  treaty  will  be  concluded  and  I  will  make  all  my  endeav- 
ours to  cultivate  the  peaceful  dispositions  of  the  Indians. 

Be  assured  of  my  punctuality  in  conforming  myself  to  the  orders 
and  directions  which  I  have  received  and  those  which  will  be  trans- 
mitted to  me. 

I  am  very  sorry  that  some  difficulties  are  now  arising  between  the 
Governor  Will"  Clark  and  myself  about  the  Settlement  of  my  expendi- 
tures to  prairy  du  chien  I  hope  that  in  fine  he  will  be  fully  convinced 
that  not  only  my  accounts  are  just  and  correct  but  also  that  it  was 
not  in  my  power  to  put  a  more  strict  economy  in  my  expences  and  in 
the  same  time  to  comply  with  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  govern- 
ment. But  if  the  Governor  W"  Clark  was  persisting  to  refuse  the 
acceptation  of  my  accounts,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  draw  some  drafts 
on  you  for  the  payment  of  provisions  and  other  articles  which  I  have 
been  in  the  necessity  to  purchase  for  the  large  quantity  of  Indians  of 
so  many  nations  whom  in  compliance  with  the  directions  of  the 
governor  are  come  to  prairy  Du  chien.  In  the  same  time  I  will  for- 
ward to  you  the  vouchers  in  Support  of  those  drafts,  and  you  will 
judge  by  yourself  if  in  the  difficult  circumstances  where  I  was  placed 
during  the  War  and  since  the  peace  I  have  faithfully  fullfiled  my  duties 
and  complied  with  all  the  orders  and  du-ections  transmitted  to  me^ 

I  am  respectfully  Sir  your  most  ob*  and  humble  Servant 

N:  BoiLViN  agent. 

[Addressed]  The  Hon""  Secretary  at  War— Washington  City 
[Postmarked]  Cahokia  4.  June 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  may  29'"  1816.  N.  Boilvin  Esq  Has  arrived 
at  that  place  with  parties  of  Indians — They  are  peaceably  disposed — 
will  make  a  treaty — shall  forward  his  A/cs  very  soon — Speaks  of 
Indian  affairs  dispute  with  Gov  Clarke  &c  June' 1816. 


•  See  Boilvin  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Oct.  18,  1816  (NA,  WD,  SWDF,  B  312), 
on  accounts  and  Boilvin's  intention  to  return  to  Prairie  du  Chien.  See  also 
pott,  p.  415. 
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WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS] 

S'  Louis  June  V  1816 

D''  Sir  I  have  this  evening  received  yours  of  the  10'"  Ult°  *  covering 
my  Commission  of  Surveyor  of  the  Territories  of  lUinois  &  Missouri. 
Permit  me  to  return  you  my  grateful  acknowledgements  for  this 
additional  e\idence  of  your  confidence  in,  and  friendship  for  me  and 
to  assure  you  that  my  best  endeavors  shall  be  exerted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  my  office  in  such  a  manner  as  will  be  Satisfactory  to 
you  and  beneficial  to  our  Government. 

I  am  aware  that  the  duties  of  this  Office  will  be  very  arduous  for 
there  is  a  vast  quantity  of  business  to  be  done,  much  of  which  is 
complicated  &  difficult.  There  being  many  claims  of  individuals, 
with  all  the  variety  of  forms,  scattered  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
Country.  But  the  experience  I  have  had  in  Surveying  the  District 
of  feaskaskia,  with  a  moderate  stock  of  patience  &  indoustry  that  I 
must  endeavor  to  simimon  to  my  aid  will  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
beleive  enable  me  to  get  along  with  the  business" 

Will  you  do  me  the  honor  to  make  my  respects  acceptable  to  M" 
Meigs  and  accept  of  my  best  wishes  for  hers  &  your  health  &  happiness 

With  the  highest  respect  I  am  D''  Sir    Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esqr 

[Addressed]  The  HonbP  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office.     Washington  City 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JOHN  PRIMM 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

General  Post  Office  1  June  1816 
M'  John  Primm    Cahokia  I'  T^' 

Sir,     I  wish  you  to  deliver  the  mail  at  the  Post  Office  at  Bellville 
instead  of  Clinton  Hill. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E27:ALS] 

S'  Louis  Missouri  Territory  June  3.  1816 
Sir    Believing  that  an  assistant  agent  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Indian  affau-s  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  would  not  only  be  very  useful, 

*  Ante,  p.  332. 

'  See  also  Rector  to  Meigs,  June  3,  1816,  and  to  Tiffin,  June  3,  1816  (Terr. 
Papers,  La.-Mo.,  xv). 
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but  is  indispensibly  necessary,  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  and  at 
the  same  time  earnestly  to  solicit  that  one  may  be  appointed,  to  be 
also,  the  particular  agent  for  the  Kickapoo  Tribe  of  Indians,  who  all 
reside  in  that  Territory;  and  for  whom,  no  agent  has  hitherto  been 
appointed — 

Similar  circumstances  to  those  which  rendered  the  appointment  of 
Judge  Parke  as  Indian  Agent  at  Vincennes,  necessary  to  Gov'  Posey, 
operate  with  additional  fore  to  recommend  my  present  application  ' — 

The  Indians  most  difficult  to  manage,  and  the  most  necessary  to 
be  managed  judiciously,  are  certainly  the  Kickapoos,  Pottowottomies, 
Sacks,  Foxes,  Winnebagoes  Menomenees,  Chippewas,  and  Ottowas 
who  reside  between  Lake  Michagan  &  the  Missisippi  river — The  war 
having  terminated,  many  of  those  Indians  will  be  disposed  to  make 
occasional  visits  to  see,  and  Communicate  with  me — Good  policy 
will  for  some  time  to  come,  require  that  such  visits  should  rather  be 
encouraged,  than  discountenanced,  for  chagrined  and  terrified  as  they 
certainly  are,  by  the  establishment  of  strong  military  posts  in  their 
country,  our  intercourse  with  them,  should  at  present  be  of  that 
kind,  which  is  best  calculated  to  reconcile  them  to  those  measures; 
&  to  conciliate  their  friendship — 

Circumstances  have  already  occurred  rendering  it  necessary  to  hold 
councils  with  them,  for  the  purpose  of  explanations;  and  to  demand 
restitution  of  property,  stolen  since  the  treaties  of  Portage  des  Sioux — 
and  there  cannot  be  a  doubt,  that  such  cases  will  frequently  present 
themselves — I  am  therefore  very  anxious  to  fix  upon  some  place  of 
meeting  them  on  such  occasions,  which  will  make  it  more  convenient 
for  them;  and  less  expensive  to  the  Gov';  than  at  Kaslcaskia  which 
is  between  80  &  90  miles  within  the  settlements — Lawless  attacks 
having  heretofore  been  made  upon  some  parties,  in  going  or  returning 
on  such  occasions,  they  are  afraid  (and  not  without  cause)  of  travelling 
such  a  distance  through  oiu*  population,  I  therefore  wish  to  fix  upon 
some  place  for  those  purposes,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  upper  or  Northern 
settlements  of  the  Territory;  at  which  provisions  can  be  obtained  with 
convenience,  and  all  the  dangers,  inconveniences  &  objections  above 
alluded  to,  may  be  avoided.  But  for  this  object,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  have  an  assistant  agent  at  the  place,  to  receive  &  provide  for  the 
Indians;  to  notify  me  of  their  arrival  on  occasions  requiring  my 
personal  attendance;  and  in  other  cases,  to  dispose  of  &  treat  them 
according  to  gen'  instructions — 

The  statement  of  a  few  facts  will  I  trust  at  once  evince  the  propriety 
of  appointing  an  agent  for  the  Kickapoos;  and  demonstrate  that  no 


•  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vm,  444. 
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agency  for  any  Tribe  in  this  country  is  more  important.  They  are 
much  the  bravest  &  most  warlike  of  all  the  neighboring  savages  — 
the  country  they  have  long  occupied,  lies  directly  between  us;  and 
the  northern  Tribes  above  mentioned;  none  of  whom  can  approach 
our  settlements  without  passing  through  their  lands.  This  Tribe 
therefore  has  it  in  their  power  to  do  us  the  most  injury,  or  to  render 
us  the  greatest  services,  for  if  they  can  be  made  friendly,  it  will  not 
only  restrain  their  own  depredations  but  they  will  be  a  barrier  against 
the  inroads  of  all  plunderers  from  other  Tribes — 

I  beg  you  to  be  assured  that  I  would  not  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  an  agent  as  I  have  mentioned,  were  not  my  judgment 
convinced  that  the  public  interest  required  it — I  persuade  myself 
that  no  Superintendent  has  ever  showed  less  disposition  to  multiply 
agents  unnecessarily,  &  that  no  stronger  evidence  of  my  economy  in 
the  management  of  my  superintendency,  could  be  desired,  than  that 
which  the  department  over  which  you  preside  furnishes — It  is  a 
principle  from  which  I  will  not  depart,  and  it  is  in  pursuance  of  it, 
that  I  recommend  that  the  proposed  duties  shall  be  combined  in  the 
same  agent — I  should  long  since  have  petitioned  for  the  appointment 
of  such  a  one,  had  I  been  able  to  recommend  a  good  native  American 
(whom  I  should  always  prefer)  who  would  have  been  likely  to  have 
accepted  it — the  return  of  peace  however,  and  with  it  the  increasing 
intercoiirse  with  the  Indians,  renders  the  measure  daily  more  &  more 
necessary — and  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  Col"  Benjamin  Stephenson 
for  that  appointment — He  is  about  to  remove  to  Edwardsville  in  the 
most  northern  part  of  our  settlements  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  hunting 
grounds  of  the  Kickapoos;  a  situation  perfectly  eligible  for  all  the 
purposes  before  mentioned — It  is  true  I  have  never  suggested  the 
subject  to  him — but  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  appointed,  he  will  for  a 
salary  equal  to  that  of  Thomas  Forsyth  (the  agent  for  the  Pottowot- 
tomies)  cheerfully  act,  and  act  judiciously  &  honestly — 

I  shall  be  gratified  to  receive  an  answer  as  soon  as  it  may  suit  your 
convenience 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  M°  Obd'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honble  W"  H  Crawford  Sec.  of  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  3"*  June  1816.  Gov'  N.  Edwards  recommends 
that  an  Assistant  Agent  in  the  Illinois  Territory  be  appointed.  & 
recommends  Col.  Benj"  Stephenson  for  the  appointment  June  1816.' 

'  No  reply  found. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  3"  June  1816 
Sir  Your  accounts  for  april  last  &  your  letter  of  15'"  Ult"  *  have 
been  received.  In  Cases  where  Governors  have  issued  patents  on 
erroneous  surveys,  you  may  upon  the  surrender  of  such  patents,  issue 
patent  certificates  agreeably  to  the  corrected  Surveys,  transmit  the 
certificates  &  old  patents  to  this  Office,  &  new  patents  will  issue;  it 
will  be  well  to  state  in  the  certificate,  that  it  issued  upon  the  surrender 
of  a  Governors  patent;  not  any  patents  will  issue  otherwise  than 
agreeably  to  the  general  plat  of  SiuT^ey. 
I  am  &c 

M'  Jones  Esq'  Kaskaskia 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALSl 
Surveyors  Office,  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri  S'  Louis  June  10'"  1816 
Sir  I  wrote  you  on  the  3"  Ins' '  that  I  had  in  conformity  with  the 
instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  10'"  May  1816,'°  written 
to  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States,  requesting  him  to  furnish 
me  with  a  Statement  of  the  accounts  of  the  Deputy  Surveyors  of  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  such  other  papers  as  would  enable  me  to  form 
an  estimate  of  the  sum  that  will  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expense 
of  the  Surveys  which  he  has  directed  to  be  made,  And  to  enable  me 
to  proceed  with  the  business  of  the  Illinois  Territory  &c  By  the  last 
mail  I  received  letters  from  M^  Tiffin  dated  the  20'"  "  &  22"  Ult"  '^ 
In  the  first  of  which  he  informed  me  that  he  had  Received  from  Wash- 
ington A  Copy  of  the  Act,  of  Congress,  providing  for  the  Appointment 
of  a  Surv'eyor  of  the  public  Lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illinois  & 
Missouri,  and  jwas  informed  of  my  appointment  to  that  Office; 
That  he  considered  his  powers  to  have  ceased  in  these  Terri- 
tories, That  he  could  not  receive  nor  pay  for  any  Surveys  in  either 
Territory,  That  he  had  or  would  write  to  all  the  Surveyors  of  the 
Illinois  Territory  to  report  themselves  to  me  at  this  place  and  to  return 
their  Surveys  to  my  Office.  He  also  states  in  this  letter,  that  he  was 
led  to  beleive,  from  the  tenor  of  the  instructions,  which  he  had  that 

«  AnU,  p.  339. 

•  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.),  xv. 

'»  Ante,  p.  332. 

"  Not  found. 

"  Not  found. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  351 

day  received;  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  immediately 
open  credits  for  me  at  the  nearest  Land  Offices,  to  enable  me  to 
draw  monies  to  pay  off  all  the  Surveyors  as  they  execute  their  work. 
I  have  not  yet  received  advice  or  instructions  to  draw  any  money  for 
the  above  object. 

In  the  2^  letter  he  (the  S.  Gen')  gave  me  a  list  of  the  contracts  and 
engagements  that  he  had  entered  into  with  Deputy  Surveyors  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  with  an  account  of  the  Surveys  that  he  had  received 
and  paid  for.  And  also  a  plan  or  sketch  of  the  2,000000  Acres  in- 
tended for  Military  bounties  between  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois 
Rivers.  From  this  document  I  have  formed  an  estimate  of  the  sum 
that  will  be  necessary  to  pay,  for  the  Surveys  that  will  probably  be 
retvu^ned  to  my  Office  from  that  Territory  during  the  present  summer 
which  you  will  herewith  receive  and  also  an  estimate  of  the  money 
that  will  be  necessary  to  pay  for  the  Surveys  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
during  the  same  time."  The  Land  Offices  at  Kaskaskia,  Shawnee- 
town  &  Vincennes  will  be  the  most  Convenient  places  for  Deputy 
Surveyors  to  receive  their  fees  at.  The  first  mentioned  place  would  be 
prefered  provided  there  is  a  Sufficient  sum  in  that  Office. 

The  Season  is  now  so  far  advanced  that  it  will  not  be  practicable  to 
get  more  Surveying  done  than  what  is  contracted  for,  before  next  fall. 
In  the  mean  time  I  shall  engage  and  Contract  with  a  sufficient  nimiber 
of  Surveyors  to  perform  all  the  work  that  I  am  authorised  to  have 
executed  and  will  get  them  to  work  early  in  the  fall  and  make  such 
arrangements  as  will  I  think  ensure  the  completion  of  the  business  as 
soon  as  it  can  be  done. — I  am  now  making  out  a  connected  plat  of  the 
Surveys  of  this  Territory;  and  will  in  a  short  time  forward  to  the 
General  Land  Office  a  Copy  of  it,  which  will  shew  the  progress  that  has 
been  made  in  Surveying  and  the  extent  and  quality  of  a  large  portion 
of  the  Country. 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect  Sir,  your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector. 

The  Honbl*  Josiah  Meigs — Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  Washington  City— 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  10  June  1816  W"  Rector  estimates  exp'  of 
surveys  to  1  Octo''  next  at  $48000  Ans"  9""  July  "  &  informed  Sec''  of 
Treasury  of  estimate 

13  Present. 

»  July  10,  1816  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  II),  stating  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  had  deposited  $15,000  at  Shawneetown  for  Rector's  use.  The  major 
portion  of  the  letter  concerns  affairs  in  Missouri  Territory.  See  also  Rector  to 
Tiffin,  June  3,  1816  {Terr.  Papers,  La.-Mo.,  XV). 
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JOHN  BADOLLET  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Vincennes,  Reg.  &  Rec.  Lets.iALSl 

Land  Office  at  Vincennes  June  11.  1816 
Sir  The  Act  of  Congress  to  which  I  referred  you  in  my  last," 
relative  to  preemption  rights  in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  was  approved 
the  S""  day  of  February  1813,'"  and  not  at  the  time  stated  by  me. 
That  Act  not  having  been  transmitted  to  this  Office,  nor  any  instruc- 
tions relative  to  it,  my  impression  was  that  it  did  not  apply  to  the 
part  of  the  said  Territory  which  falls  within  this  district  &  the  same 
opinion  appearing  to  prevail,  I  took  no  further  notice  of  it.  But  my 
attention  was  unexpectedly  called  to  that  object,  by  a  peremptory 
application  for  the  purchase  of  a  quarter  section  lying  in  the  new 
Purchase  within  the  Illinois  Territory  before  the  sale,  predicated 
upon  the  Act  alluded  to."  I  declined  deciding  upon  that  question 
myself,  &  deemed  it  proper  to  refer  the  case  to  your  decision.  If 
your  opinion  is  favourable  to  the  applicant,  be  so  good  Sir  as  to  furnish 
me  with  your  instructions  on  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  in  order  to 
establish  such  facts  as  would  bring  the  applicant  within  the  benefit 
of  the  Act  and  on  every  other  points  connected  with  the  subject. 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  most  obed'  Ser' 

John  Badollet. 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Com'  Gen'  Land  Office. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  Washington  City  D.  C,  [Postmarked]  Corydon  I.  T.  16  June 
Land  Office  at  Vincennes    Free 

[Endorsed]  Vincennes  11*"  June  1816  John  Badollet  claims  for 
preemption  in  Harrisons  purchase    Ans"  27  June  1816  " 


THE  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  C192:LS1 

S»  Louis  Missouri  Territory  June  17'"  1816. 
Sir    We  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  by  Maj'  Ren6 
Paul  of  this  place,  the  Treaties  which  we  have  concluded  with  the 
Sacs  of  Rock  river  and  its  vicinity;"  with  eight  separate  bands  of 

»  June  5,  1816,  printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VIII,  428-429. 
"  2  Stat.  797-798. 

"  See  Cullom  to  Meigs,  June  7,  1816,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),''viii,[431. 
'«  Post,  p.  357. 

"Concluded  May  13,  1816  (7  Stat.  141-142;  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  ii,  94; 
Kappler  (ed.),  Ind.  Treaties,  II,  126-128). 
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Sioux  composing  three  Tribes  of  that  nation,'*  and  with  the  Winne- 
bagoes  of  the  Ouisconsin  river.^' 

That  the  Treaty  with  the  Sacs  might  neither  be  liable  to  misinter- 
pretation, nor  be  construed  into  even  a  seeming  departiu-e  from  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain, 
we  deemed  it  ad\-isable  to  preface  it  with  a  preamble,  which  accounts 
for  the  discrimination  made  between  those  Indians  and  all  others  with 
whom  we  have  treated. 

The  treaty  with  the.  Sioux,  whether  considered  in  relation  to  the 
views  of  the  Government  in  establishing  and  maintaining  military 
posts  on  the  Mississipi  river;  or  to  their  power  to  oppose  or  promote 
those  or  any  other  of  its  \-iews  &  wishes,  or  their  former  devotedness 
to  the  British  interest,  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  important  Treaties 
that  we  have  yet  made. 

They  are  those  Indians  over  whom  the  celebrated  British  Agent 
M"'  Dickson,  was  supposed  to  possess  such  imcontrolable  influence ;  and 
if  they  can  be  rendered  sincerely  friendly  (of  which  we  have  strong 
hopes)  being  very  numerous,  they  may  be  made  iiseful  in  restraining 
the  hostility  of  those  Tribes  who  reside  between  Lake  Michegan  and 
the  ^lississipi  river;  of  whose  friendship  there  are  so  many  reasons 
to  doubt,  that  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  surprise  if  we  should  find 
our  Country  engaged  in  new  difficulties  with  them. 

The  Winnebagoes  with  whom  we  have  treated  have  for  some  time 
past,  seperated  themselves  from  the  rest  of  their  Tribe,  and  seemed 
sincerely  desirous  of  reestablishing  relations  of  peace  and  friendship 
with  our  Government.  The  balance  of  that  Tribe,  and  the  major 
part  of  the  menomenees,  are  without  doubt,  extremely  hostile  and 
have  hitherto  evaded  our  in\-itations  to  meet  us,  from  a  hope  (which 
they  have  been  taught  by  British  traders  to  cherish)  that  war  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  would  shortly  recommence. 
They  have  however,  gone  to  \-isit  some  of  the  British  posts,  and  if  they 
should  find  their  expectations  disappointed,  it  is  probable  they  will 
then  be  as  solicitous  as  any  others  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  us.-^ 


2"  Concluded  June  1, 1816  (7  Stat.  143-144;  A.S.P.,  op.  cU.,  pp.  94-95;  Kappler, 
op.  cit.,  pp.  128-130. 

21  Concluded  June  3,  1816  (7  Stat.  144-145;  A.S.P.,  op.  cit.,  p.  95;  Kappler, 
op.  cit.,  pp.  130-131).  The  original  tejrts  of  the  three  treaties  mentioned  are  in 
NA  (SD,  Ind.  Treaties).     No  additional  land  cessions  were  involved. 

"  See  William  H.  PuthufiF,  agent  at  Michilimackinac,  to  Governor  Cass,  of 
Michigan  Territory,  June  20,  1816  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  I,  printed,  W.H.C., 
XIX,  417-424) ,  containing  a  fuUer  account  of  the  Indian  situation  in  the  Winnebago 
country  in  the  Wisconsin  region.  See  also  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  620,  627-631, 
637,  654,  667,  671-673. 
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The  Treaties  that  we  now  send,  are  all  that  we  have  concluded;  for 
though  we  have  been  visited  by  and  have  had  many  councils  with 
parties  from  other  Tribes,  none  of  them  have  constituted  a  sufficient 
deputation  to  enter  into  a  Treaty  with  us;  and  greatly  regreting  as  we 
do,  the  delays  that  have  been  and  must  hereafter  be  experienced  from 
the  want  of  punctuality  in  the  Indians  in  complying  with  their  appoint- 
ments to  meet  us,  it  is  a  source  of  some  satisfaction  to  believe,  which 
we  sincerely  do,  that  the  interval  has  been  nearly  as  usefully  employed 
in  the  explanations  we  have  given  to,  and  in  the  councils  we  have  from 
time  to  time,  held  with,  those  who  have  visited  us;  which  we  have 
found  essentially  necessary  to  correct  the  impressions  that  have  been 
extensively  made  to  the  injury  of  our  Government,  by  the  unavoidable 
delays  in  the  payment  of  their  annuities  and  by  the  misrepresentations 
of  British  traders  who  seem  to  have  been  disposed  to  make  a  most 
vigorous  eflfort  to  maintain  their  former  standing;  and  to  whose 
success  may  be  justly  attributed,  all  the  hesitation,  reluctance  or 
refusal  of  the  different  Tribes  to  meet  us. — Of  all  which,  besides  other 
information  that  we  had  previously  received,  we  had  the  most  satis- 
factory and  unanswerable  demonstrations  in  the  course  of  our  nego- 
tiations with  the  Sioux. 

While  a  single  Treaty  remains  to  be  concluded,  we  must  expect 
that  mere  curiosity  in  some,  and  a  desire  to  cultivate  the  friendship 
of  our  Government,  or  the  hopes  of  obtaining  the  redress  of  either  real 
or  supposed  grievences  in  others,  will  constantly  produce  as  many 
visitors  from  Tribes  with  whom  we  were  not  instructed  to  Treat;  from 
those  with  whom  we  treated  last  year,  and  from  those  with  whom  we 
still  have  to  treat. — With  all  of  whom  we  shall  continue  to  piu^ue 
the  coxirse  we  have  heretofore  adopted,  believing  it  to  be  both  correct 
and  useful. 

From  Official  communications  from  a  public  Agent  on  the  Missouri 
river,  and  from  the  information  of  traders  recently  returned  from  that 
quarter,  we  have  been  for  some  time  past,  and  still  are,  in  the  daily 
expectation  of  the  arrival  of  the  Otoes,  and  several  Tribes  of  Panis  with 
whom  we  consider  it  of  immense  importance  that  Treaties  should  be 
made,  although  we  did  not  feel  authorized  by  our  instructions,  to  give 
the  latter  an  invitation  for  that  purpose. 

The  Pottowattomies  having  been  invited  by  Governor  Edwards  to 
meet  him  at  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  procure  an 
adjustment  of  their  pretensions  to  the  land  on  the  Illinois  river  in- 
cluded in  the  Treaty  of  S'  Louis  with  the  Sacs  &  Foxes  in  1804  =» 
agreeably  to  his  instructions,  had  arrived,  accompanied  with  the 
Kickapoos,  some  weeks  before  we  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  let- 


"Nov.  3,  1804.    See  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  56,  n.  31. 
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ter  of  the  7'"  of  May  last,^*  which  was  on  the  very  day  that  the  final 
council  with  them  terminated;  in  all  the  stages  of  which,  at  the 
request  of  Governor  Edwards,  we  had  all  united.  It  however,  did 
not  eventuate  successfully,  and  there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  any 
accommodation  could  have  been  effected  with  them,  upon  the  terms 
contained  in  his  instructions.  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  we 
again  opened  the  council  with  them;  in  which  they  declared,  that 
they  were  not  a  competent  deputation  to  enter  into  a  negotiation  for 
the  objects  contained  in  our  instructions;  and  expressed  a  desire  to 
return  home  to  consult  their  own  Tribes,  and  those  interested  with 
them;  which  they  have  done. — having  promised  to  return  to  this 
place,  with  a  full  deputation  for  all  purposes,  as  soon  as  possible. 

Whether  it  will  be  possible  for  us  to  succeed  in  accomplishing  the 
objects  mentioned  in  youi"  letter,  which  are  truly  desireable,  and  from 
which  we  are  pursuaded  (from  the  decided  convictions  of  oiu*  Judge- 
ments) that  the  most  happy  and  beneficial  consequences  would  re- 
sult, it  is  impossible  for  us  to  say: — but  we  beg  leave  to  assure  you, 
that  our  exertions  shall  be  correspondent  to  the  importance  of  the 
subject;  and  if  we  finally  fail,  it  shall  not  be  our  fault.  Indeed  Sir, 
we  can  think  of  no  arrangements  that  could  as  effectually  as  those 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  contribute  to  the  permanent  tranquility  of 
our  frontier,  to  the  interest  of  the  Government,  and  the  happiness 
and  safety  of  the  people  of  these  Territories — 

There  is  now  at  this  place  a  deputation  of  Chiefs  from  the  Grand 
Osages,  whose  talks  in  Council  a  few  days  past,  we  have  the  honor 
herewith  to  transmit;-^  which  with  the  explanations  that  Maj'  Paul 
can  give  you,  will  shew  that  they  have  well  founded  and  serious 
gi'ievances  to  complain  of,  that  ought  in  justice  to  be  redressed. — 
that  they  are  importunate  in  their  solicitations  to  have  the  lines  of 
their  cession  to  the  United  States  run  and  marked;  for  which  they 
certainly  alledge  good  reasons. — And  that  without  the  interposition 
of  the  American  Government,  war  between  them  and  the  Cherokees 
is  inevitable.  They  however,  as  well  as  the  Cherokees  have  promised 
us  to  suspend  all  further  hostilities  'till  the  pleasure  of  the  President 
can  be  made  known  to  them. 


2*  NA  (OIA,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  printed,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  ii,  97.  Other 
documents  pertaining  to  the  negotiations  in  question,  which  concerned  both 
IlHnois  and  Missouri  territories,  are:  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  commissioners, 
May  27,  Aug.  13,  and  Sept.  17,  1816  (NA,  op.  cit.,  printed,  A.S.P.,  op.  ciL,  pp. 
97-98,  98-99) ;  and  the  commissioners  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Jan.  12,  Feb.  19, 
May  13,  June  1,  June  30,  July  15,  and  Sept.  16,  1816  (NA,WD,SWDF).  The 
letter  of  June  30,  1816,  is  printed,  A.S.P.,  op.  cit.,  p.  98.  See  also  post,  p.  362, 
and  Wash  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Aug.  5,  1816,  printed,  Terr.  Papers  (La.- 
Mo.),  XV. 

*"  Present. 
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For  further  particulars  we  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  Maj'  Paul  a 
Gentleman  of  real  merit  and  great  respectability,  who  has  been 
present  at  all  the  Treaties  we  made  during  both  the  last  and  the 
present  year;  who  during  that  period  has  rendered  us  considerable 
services  at  some  personal  sacrifices,  which  have  indeed  been  but 
poorly  remunerated. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  most  respectfully  Sir  Your  Obd'  Humb'* 
Serv"  W"  Clark 

NiNiAN  Edwards 
Aug*'  Chouteau 

The  Honb'«  W"  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 

[Eiidorsed]  S'  Lx)uis  17  June  1816.  Gov"  W"  Clarke  N.  Edwards 
&  Col  A.  Chouteau  transmitting  treaties  with  the  Sioux's  Indian 
tribes— Dec  1816 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS) 

Registers  Office  Kaskaskia  19  June  1816 
Sir,   Inclos'd   I  transmit  account  of  Monies  received  &  Lands 
applied  for  from  the  2"  to  the  31"  of  May  1816  together  with  the 
Receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  during  the  said  time. 

Your  letters  of  the  T,^'  11,"  13  *'  &  16'"  *  of  May  last  with  their 
inclosures  came  to  hand  and  I  have  directed  the  Proclamation  &  Laws 
to  be  published  according  to  my  instructions — From  the  Laws  of  the 
26'"  of  April  &  your  instructions  of  the  7'"  &  11'"  of  May  I  drew  the 
conclusion  that  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  26  April  were  intended 
to  be  carried  into  effect  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia — Since  the 
Register  of  the  new  District  is  not  instructed  and  cannot  be  furnished 
with  the  necessary  Documents  untill  after  the  time  limited  for  carrying 
into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  the  26  April  expires — I  shall 
therefore  permit  locations  of  private  Claims  and  Entries  of  Pre- 
emptioners  within  the  limits  of  this  District  as  it  was  before  the 
Division — Indeed  it  would  seem  impossible  as  also  improper  for  these 
officers  to  take  up  the  unfinished  business  of  this  Office — The  Certifi- 
cates of  confirmation  of  unlocated  Claims  in  almost  every  case  are 
filed  in  the  Receivers  Office  in  this  District  and  the  number  of  Acres 
surrendered  endorsed  on  each — the  balance  of  each  Certificate  thus 


"  Ante,  p.  331. 

"  Ante,  p.  339. 

»  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  enclosing  act  approved  Apr.  29,  1816, 
relating  to  preemption  rights  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  territories  of 
Missouri  and  Illinois. 

"  Loc.  cit.,  enclosing  proclamation  of  land  sales. 
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branded  ought  in  my  opinion  to  be  surrendered  &  cancelled  in  this 
Office— 

The  Act  of  26  April  confirms  all  the  Claims  filed  in  the  name  of  the 
original  Claimant  or  their  heirs  not  exceeding  Four  hundred  acres 
contained  in  a  list  transmitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office  by  Col"  Bond  &  myself,  bearing  date  the  29  March  1815"3°— 
Our  communication  containing  that  list  was  dated  in  November  1815 
(not  March) 

Besides  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  in  the  cases  where  a  Donation 
&  Improvement  right  have  been  stated  both  the  claims  or  only  one 
(not  exceeding  400  Acres)  may  be  considered  as  confirm'd- — For  the 
present  and  untill  I  am  further  instructed  I  shall  issue  to  the  same 
person  a  Certificate  for  400  Acres  only 

A  list  from  your  Department  of  such  Claims  as  may  be  considered 
confirm'd  by  the  said  Act  with  the  usual  Certificate  shall  be  my 
Guide  ultimately — 

I  am  not  yet  in  possession  of  all  the  necessary  information  to  enable 
me  to  make  out  in  all  cases  finalCertificateseither  of  Landssoldorof 
confirm'd  Ipcated  Claims  but  as  soon  as  I  receive  the  necessary 
information  &  plats  I  shall  issue  the  Certificates 

I  am,  very  respectfiilly  Sir  Your  Mo  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones 

The  Honb'°  Josiah  Meigs  Commiss"'  G.  L.  0. 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  19  June  1816  M'  Jones — construction  of 
Act  of  26  Ap'  1816  enquiries  relative  to  it.    Ans"  16  July  ^' 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  JOHN  BADOLLET 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  27  June  1816 
Sir  Your  letters  of  23*  Ult"  5'"  Ins'  ^'  &  ll*"  Ins'  ^^  are  before  me; 
the  petition  mentioned  in  the  first,  I  have  not  seen,  but  if  the  Act  of 
16'"  Ap'  1816  ^*  was  predicated  upon  a  petition,  &  the  1"  class  of 
Petitioners  are  unnoticed  in  the  Act,  I  think  it  is  safer  to  presume  that 
it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  Legislatiire  to  notice  that  class,  than  to 
give  the  act  a  forced  construction  to  meet  the  wishes  of  that  Class. 
The  act  of  5'"  Feb''  1813  "  gives  the  right  of  pre  emption  to  "every 


30  Sec.  4,  act  approved  Apr.  26,  1816  (3  Stat.  307-308). 

»■  Post,  p.  363. 

«  Both  printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  viii,  426-427,  428-429. 

«  Ante,  p.  352. 

"  3  Stat.  285. 

»  2  Stat.  797-798. 
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person  who  has  actually  inhabited  &  cultivated  a  tract  of  Land  in 
either  of  the  Districts  established  for  the  Sale  of  Public  Lands  in  the 
Illinois  Territory."  The  act  of  29'"  April  1816  '•  extended  the  pre- 
emption right  to  settlers  on  fractions  in  the  same  Districts  viz' 
Kaskaskia  &  Shawneetown — you  were  not  furnished  with  copies  of 
those  Acts,  because  they  were  not  considered  to  affect  your  District. 
I  am  &c 

John  Badollet  Esq'  Regist'  L  Office  Vincennes. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  28'"  June  1816 
Sir    On  the  11'"  "  &  13'"  Ult",^  copies  of  acts  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing a  Land  Office  at  Edwardsville,  &  concerning  pre-emptions, 
were  transmitted  to  you^ 

By  your  letter  of  29'"  Ult" ''  I  find  they  has  not  then  reached  you; 
that  letter  covered  your  advertisement  relative  to  leasing  lead  mines : 
the  interest  of  the  purchase  money  of  a  section  of  mineral  Land  would 
certainly  be  too  low  a  rent — that  price  for  the  rent  of  a  Saline  was 
fixed  so  low,  (I  presume)  because  the  establishment  of  Small  salt 
works  is  a  public  benefit  to  the  Citizens  of  the  neighboiu-ing  Country — 
Lead  mines  will  be  worked  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lessees,  &  the  U  S 
should  have  a  fair  proportion  of  the  profits:  what  that  proportion 
is,  can  perhaps  only  be  ascertained  by  the  competition  for  the  leases, 
but  I  should  suppose  that  K  to  K  of  the  lead  made  by  the  Lessees  would 
be  a  reasonable  Rent,  (or  the  value  thereof.)  It  will  not  be  advise- 
able  that  the  Lessees  should  proceed  to  work  before  the  Leases  have 
been  approved  by  the  President.  If  you  are  of  opinion  that 
it  will  be  most  advantageous  to  the  U  States  to  receive  the  rents 
in  Lead,  you  may  draw  the  Leases  accordingly;  but  you  will 
recollect,  that  this  will  be  attended  by  the  expence  of  an  Agent  to 
Ascertain  the  quantity  made,  &  to  dispose  of  the  proportion  accruing 
the  U  States. 
I  am  &c 

Mich'  Jones  Esq'  Regis'  Kaskaskia 


»•  3  Stat.  330-331. 

«'  Ante,  p.  339. 

»»  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 

»•  Ante,  p.  344. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  1"  of  July  1816 
Sir    Enclosed  you  will  receive  a  letter  from  Governor  Edwards, 
dated  3^  Ult°  ^  recommending  that  the  boundary  line  of  the  Lands 
acquired  by  the  Treaty  of  the  13'"  Aug'  1803  from  the  Kaskaskia 
Tribe  of  Indians  be  altered.     I  have  no  Knowledge  of  any  necessity 
that  exists  for  making  the  proposed  alteration,  but  if  the  Indians 
would  consent  to  the  alteration,  the  boundaries  being  natural  ones, 
would  be  more  readily  known,  &  might  prevent  future  misunder- 
standings with  them. 
I  have  &c 
Hon:  Alex"'  J  Dallas  Sec^  Treasury 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G72:ALS] 

S'  Louis  8'"  July  1816 

Sir  A  few  days  after  my  arrival  at  this  place,  I  proceeded  to  Rock 
River  and  Prarie  des  Chien  to  examine  for  a  place,  suitable  for  a 
permanent  establishment  for  my  agency  and  shall  in  a  few  days  leave 
this  for  Peoria,  under  an  expectation  of  finding  that  place  more  suit- 
able than  any  I  found  above,  at  which  a  permanent  establishment 
might  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  civilizing  the  Indians — Should  the 
lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Peoria  to  which  the  Indian  Title  is  not  extinct 
be  ceeded  to  the  U.  S.  then  Prarie  des  Chien,  will  be  the  most  suit- 
able place  for  the  agency — as  I  conceive  it  should  be  in  the  Indian 
Country — 

Some  difficulty  has  arisen  with  respect  to  the  right  I  have  to  cause 
to  be  apprehended  any  Trader  without  licence,  found  on  the  lands 
recently  ceeded  to  the  U.  S.  by  the  Indians  lying  between  Illinois  & 
Ouisconsing — The  law,  forfeiting  the  goods  of  the  Indian  Traders, 
speaks  of  lands  to  which  the  Indian  Title  by  Treaty  has  not  been  ex- 
tinguished Am  I  authorized  to  prevent  such  traders  from  estab- 
lishing themselves  among  the  Indians  on  those  lands? 

I  had  seized  about  $4000  worth  of  m"^  of  a  trader  trading  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law — but  was  requested  by  Governor  Edwards  to  restore 
them — 

The  British  Traders  will  have  to  be  watched  very  close  those 
who  have  been  trading  on  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  have  used  all 

"  Not  found. 
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their  influence,  which  is  very  considerable  to  excite  distrust  among 
the  Indians — exertions  were  made  to  induce  the  Indians  to  object  to 
the  Americans  building  a  Fort  at  Prarie  des  Chien — &  as  I  was  in- 
formed at  the  Prarie,  some  of  the  most  Considerable  chiefs  had  gone 
to  S'  Joseph  to  know  the  wishes  of  their  English  Father,  among  them 
was  the  great  Sioux  Chief  *'  of  the  Feuille  des  Gens — 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Traders  to  make  their  way  to  the  Missis- 
sippi by  the  way  of  the  Chippeway,  (there  is  but  a  about  6  days  differ- 
ence in  the  voyage)  &  trade  by  that  route  with  the  Sioux — 

I  found  the  Sacs  &  the  Foxes  particularly  the  former  much  disatis- 
fied  at  the  treaty  they  have  made  &  at  the  erecting  of  a  Fort  on  Rock 
Island,  which  immediately  commands  one  of  their  villages — On  taking 
possession  of  this  Island  by  oiu-  troops  the  Sacs  sent  a  pipe  to  the  dif- 
ferent tribes  on  the  lakes.  The  Chippeways,  Winebagoes,  Menominees 
&  Potawatamies;  inviting  those  Indians  to  aid  them  in  driving  the 
Americans  from  their  lands  also  a  talk  to  S'  Joseph — I  was  also  in- 
formed by  Metouqua  a  Fox  Cheif  of  Turkey  River  that  the  Sacs  had 
sent  to  request  them  to  join  in  opposing  the  Americans — A  small  party 
of  Winebagoes  &  Potawatimies  came  to  Rock  River  &  as  I  was  in- 
formed by  one  of  the  Fox  cheifs  with  Hostile  intentions — they  returned 
without  committing  any  violence — 

A  war  is  likely  to  break  out  between  the  Winebagoes  &  Chippeways 
Three  of  the  latter  have  been  recently  killed  by  the  former  &  it  is  not 
unlikely  the  unsettled  state  of  things,  between  the  Chippeways,  Wine- 
bagoes &  Menominies,  (who  have  had  two  of  their  Nation  killed  by 
the  Winebagoes)  may  have  prevented  those  nations  from  assisting  the 
Sacs — a  great  discontent  prevails  among  the  whole  of  them  at  the 
possession  of  their  Country  by  our  Troops — 

In  the  different  talks  I  had  with  them  on  the  subject  of  civilization, 
but  little  attention  was  manifested — Their  minds  are  too  much  en- 
grossed with  matters  more  important  in  their  estimation  to  make  any 
attempts  at  civilization  for  the  present — Indeed,  if  any  innovation  is 
made  in  their  habits  &  manners,  it  must  be  a  gradual  one  &  work 
itself  imperceptibly  on  them — a  few  may  be  found  who  may  be  dis- 
posed to  agricultiu-e  &  a  fixed  life—and  through  them  the  advantages 
of  civilization  may  reach  others — The  Sacs  are  certainly  the  wildest  & 
most  untracticable  savages  in  the  world — whose  disposition  bears  a 
strong  resemblance  to  the  Wolf — 

Enclosed  is  an  imperfect  estimate  of  such  articles  as  I  can  for  the 


<'  Referring  to  Wabasha,  known  to  the  French  as  La  Feuille.    His  seat  was  on 
the  present  site  of  Winona,  Minn.     See  W.H.C.,  xiii,  36-37. 
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present  think  of — with  respect  to  the  buildings  to  be  erected  *^  I  wish 
for  some  instructions 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  Ob'  Ser' 

R.  Graham 
In"  Ag'  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois 

The  Honb''    The  Secretary  op  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  8  July  1816.  R.  Graham  Esq'  Thinks  Peoria 
the  most  suitable  place  for  his  Agency,  relative  to  traders  &c — 
Aug  1816. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GL0,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound:ALS] 

Treasury  Department  13.  July  1816. 

Sir.  Your  communications  with  M''  Clay's  letters,  recommending 
Mess.  Taylor  and  Street,^  as  Commissioners  to  locate  the  road, 
authorized  by  the  Act  of  the  27.  of  April  last/*  from  Shawnee  town 
to  the  United  States  Saline,  and  to  Kaskaskia,  have  been  received. 
Before  the  subject  is  submitted  officially  to  the  President,  I  wish  to 
procure  the  nomination  of  a  proper  person,  to  be  appointed  the  third 
Commissioner,  and  I  will  thank  you  to  make  the  necessary  enquiry. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sir,  Y"'  mo.  obed  Serv 

A.  J.  Dallas 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office. 

[Addressed]  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office 

[Endorsed]  IS'"  July  1816  Sec^  Treasury  wants  a  Commiss''  for 
open^  a  Road  in  Illinois  Territ^  from  Shawneetown  to  Kaskaskia 
Ans*  17  July  «  Copied  for  S  T  Exam"*  D.  C.  J.N. 


"  Not  present. 

«  One  of  these  was  dated  July  2,  1816  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6), 
enclosing  a  letter  from  Clay  recommending  Jonathan  Taylor,  and  stating  that 
some  persons  had  made  improvements  on  school  lands  and  wished  to  be  allowed 
to  keep  their  land;  the  second,  dated  July  11,  1816,  loc.  cit.,  enclosed  another 
letter  from  Clay  recommending  Street.  See  Meigs  to  Clay,  July  11,  1816,  loc. 
cit.,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Clay's  of  June  30,  1816  (not  found),  and  stating 
he  had  forwarded  it  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  July  11,  1816. 

"  3  Stat.  318. 

*^  NA  (GLO,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  recommending  Thomas  Sloe.  The  commission 
to  the  three  persons  mentioned  was  issued  Aug.  3,  1816  (TD,  ST  Files,  ST  to 
GLO,  I). 
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THE  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  C210:LS] 

S'  Louis  July  the  15'"  1816— 

Sir.  We  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  Sacks  of  Rock 
river  in  conformity  with  the  treaty  which  we  transmitted  to  you  by 
Maj'  Paul,  have  dehvered  up  Twenty  two  of  the  horses  which  they 
stole  after  they  were  notified  by  us  of  the  ratification  of  the  late  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain;  and  a  large  party  of  them  have  retiu-ned 
to  this  place,  with  the  hopes  of  receiving  presents,  and  of  being 
restored  to  the  favor  of  oiu*  Government. 

But  having  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  departed  some  what 
from  our  instructions,  in  concluding  the  treaty  with  them,  and  on 
that  account  having  made  it  to  depend  on  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  we  do  not  feel  authorised  to  commit  either  ourselves,  or 
the  Government  without  having  received  his  previous  sanction; 
The  more  especially  as  those  Indians  since  The  Treaty  have  endeav- 
ored (without  success)  to  raise  a  War  party  to  attack  the  troops  of 
the  United  States  at  Rock  River;  And  as  they  certainly  have  not 
delivered  up  all  the  property  we  were  authorised  to  require  of  them — 
They  however  alledge  that  many  of  the  horses  are  dead,  and  the  other 
property  lost  or  destroyed,  and  that  they  have  surrendered  all  that  it 
is  in  their  power  to  return.  Although  we  cannot  believe  these  State- 
ments, yet  we  have  no  means  of  detecting  the  falsity  of  them ;  and  as 
we  presume  the  condition  of  peace,  which  was' imposed  upon  them, 
was  to  humble  them  and  operate  as  an  example  to  others.  We  beg 
leave  to  submit  it  to  the  President,  whether  those  objects  will  not  be 
sufficiently  attained  by  accepting  of  the  Surrender  that  has  been,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  made  by  them  as  a  fulfilment  of  their  Stipulations. 
In  that  particular — we  have  informed  them  that  they  shall  be  notified 
of  the  President's  answer  as  soon  as  it  shall  be  received,  and  in  the 
mean  time  we  have  advised  them  to  return  to  their  villages,  and 
deliver  up  the  balance  of  the  property. 

Part  of  the  goods  which  you  informed  us  were  ordered  on  to  This 
place  arrived  here  last  evening. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  With  respect  Sir  Your  most  obed* 
Servants — 

W"  Clark 
NiNiAN  Edwards 
Aug"  Chouteau. 

The  HON''''  Will"  H.  Crawford    Secr^  of  War — 
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[Endorsed]  S«  Louis  July  15'"  1816.  Gov"  W"  Clarke  N. 
Edwards  &  Col  A.  Chouteau  relative  to  the  treaty  with  the  Sacs  of 
Rock  River— Aug    1816/« 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

General  Land  Office  16'"  July  1816. 

Sir  Your  returns  for  may  last  &  your  letter  of  19'"  Ult°  *'  have 
been  received.  I  agree  with  you  in  your  opinion  that  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  26'"  April  ^  are  to  be  carried  into  effect  in  your  office; 
the  Office  at  Edwardsville  will  commence  its  operations  by  a  public 
sale  of  the  lands  north  of  the  base  line  not  previously  disposed  of 
according  to  Law,  consequently  that  office  will  have  no  concern  with 
pre-emption  claims,  or  others  which  must  be  (agreeably  to  law) 
brought  forward  on  or  before  the  first  of  October  next.  Persons 
obtaining  certificates  of  confirmed  unlocated  claims  will  doubtless 
locate  them  prior  to  the  public  sales,  &  they  cannot  locate  them  in 
the  office  at  Edwardsville  before  the  Sales,  because  that  office  has  no 
records  to  shew  what  lands  are  vacant.  The  persons  embraced  by 
the  sixth  section  &  whose  claims  are  north  of  the  base  line,  will  of 
course  apply  to  the  Office  at  Edwardsville,  because  the  surveys,  when 
made,  will  be  returned  to  that  Office. 

Your  list  of  claims  dated  29'"  November  1815,^'  was  transmitted 
to  congress  on  the  22''  Dec'  ^  &  the  confirmations  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  26  April  1816  were  doubless  intended  as  con- 
firmations of  that  list,  although  the  act  erroneously  recites  the  date 
of  the  list  as  the  29'"  March  1815.  Your  issuing  of  certificates  to  the 
persons  named  on  that  list,  not  exceeding  400  acres  to  each  person, 
will  be  considered  by  me  as  correct;  it  is  unnecessary  to  send  you  a 
copy  of  it  as  you  doubtless  have  one. 

I  am  &c 

M'  Jones  Esq'    Register    Kaskaskia, 


"  Answered  post,  p.  376. 

"  Ante,  p.  356. 

"  3  Stat.  307-308. 

*'  A.  S.  P.,  Pub.  Lands,  Hi,  1-5. 

«i  Ibid.,  p.  1. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:  LS] 

Kaskaskia  24'"  July  1816 
Sir,  At  our  instance  the  Legislature  of  this  Territory  at  their  last 
Session  provided  by  Resolution  a  compensation  to  such  persons  as  we 
might  employ  in  the  selection  of  a  College  Township  within  this 
District — in  consequence  of  which  we  stated  in  our  letter  of  the  16'" 
of  January  1816  to  M'  Messenger  who  was  then  engaged  in  Surveying 
that  part  of  the  Country  within  which  the  selection  was  contemplated  " 
"In  making  this  selection  you  will  in  part  be  governed  by  its  geo- 
graphical situation  and  the  probable  increase  of  the  value  of  Lands  in 
its  vicinity;  with  these  advantages  a  Township  of  less  intrinsic  value 
might  be  preferable  to  one  of  superior  quality  of  Soil,  more  remote  and 
less  likely  to  become  so  valuable  in  a  short  space  of  time — one  third  or 
one  fourth  prarie  provided  it  possesses  the  other  advantages  will  not 
be  thought  objectionable — You  will  please  to  give  us  a  minute  discrip- 
tion  of  the  Quality  &  variety  of  Soil,  Timber,  Springs,  PYarie  &"" 

In  June  last  he  transmitted  the  inclosed  discription  of  Township  5 
N.  Range  1  W.  which  we  select  &  recommend  the  same  for  the  ap- 
probation of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
We  are  very  respectfully  y'  Ob'  H  Serv'* 

Mich'-  Jones,  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

Hble  Josiah  Meigs  Comm'  Gen'  Land  office 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  24  July  1816  Register  &  Receiver — Selection 
of  a  town"  for  a  Seminary  of  Learning  Submitted  to  Setf'  of  the  Treas' 
13  Aug'  1816  «  Ack"  Rec'  same  day  " 

[Enclosure  :ALS] 

John  Messinger  to  Michael  Jones  and  Shadrach  Bond  ** 

[June  21,  1816] 

Messrs.  Mich'  Jones  and  S.  Bond,  Gentlemen — The  sickness  of  my 

family  has  prevented  me  from  making  out  my  Returns  of  lands 

surveyed  by  me  on  Kaskaskia  River  so  soon  as  I  intended  when  I 

came  in  from  the  field  work — This  is  an  extra  Copy  of  the  best  Town- 


•'  Original  not  seen. 

M  Post,  p.  376. 

•»  Post,  p.  377. 

•*  Written  on  the  back  of  the  report,  not  here  reproduced,  found  with  the  fore- 
going letter.  The  report  embodies  a  detailed  description  of  the  soil  and  timber 
between  the  interior  sectional  lines  of  the  township  in  question. 
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ship  (or  a  descriptive  list  thereof)  that  I  siirveyed  in  that  quarter,  in 
which  there  is  no  private  Claims — and  perhaps  the  best  alltogether. 
It  is  well  timbered  in  general  and  a  N°  of  fine  Springs — There  is  a 
very  considerable  excess  over  Six  Miles  square.  The  Northern 
boundary  is  32  Chains  over  Six  miles.  The  southern — 24  Chains 
40  Iks  over  six  miles — Said  excess  is  owing  to  the  twnships  on  the 
west  being  run  on  a  greater  Variation  than  the  Meridian  was  run  on — 
Should  you  approve  of  the  selection  you  will  please  to  inform  me 
whether  I  must  make  an  extra  Plat  thereof,  or  any  other  than  the 
three  to  be  transmitted  to  the  surveyor  Generals  Office — after  perusing 
this  sheet — Yours  Respectfully — 

John  Messingbr 

N.  B.  The  Main  branch  of  Kaskaskia  River  enters  the  East 
boundary  of  said  Township  near  the  Middle  thereof,  and  Crosses  the 
southern  d°  near  the  middle  of  section  34  in  its  passage  out  of  said 
Township — The  Hurricane  Fork  runs  along  Just  on  the  West  side 
of  said  Township  Mostly  inclusive — 

[Addressed]  Mich'  Jones  and  S.  Bond  Esq"  Kaskaskia  Illinois 
Territory    [Postmarked]  Belleville    II.  T.  June  21"  1816    Paid  10 


WILLIAM  C.  GREENUP  TO  ACTING  GOVERNOR  POPE 

[NA:SD,  111.  Terr.  Papers:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  July  24'"  1816 
Sir,  Inclosed  I  send  you  an  account  and  certificate  of  a  seal  which 
I  procured  for  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory  pursuant  to 
an  order  of  the  Court,  which  I  have  to  request  of  you  as  Secretary 
of  the  Territory  and  exercising  the  Government  thereof  to  transmit 
to  the  Officer  of  the  proper  department  of  the  General  Government 
with  a  request  that  the  amount  thereof  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of 
the  United  States  Treasury. 

I  am  very  respectfully    Sir  your  ob*  Serv* 

W"  C  Greenup 
The  Hon'ble  Nath'  Pope 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  Nathaniel  Pope    Secretary  of  the  Illinois 
Territory    &  Exercising  the  Government  thereof    Present. 

[Endorsed]  purchase  of  a  Seal  for  the  court  of  app'°  Illinois  Terri- 
tory. 
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[Enclosure] 

Order  for  a  Seal 

[August,  1815] 
In  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois  Territory  August  term  1815 

Ordered  that  the  Clerk  provide  as  early  as  practicable  a  seal  to  this 
Court  and  until  such  seal  be  provided  that  he  shall  use  his  own  private 
seal 
A  Copy 

Att:  W"  C  Greenup  elk 

[Enclosure:  ADS] 

Account  for  a  seal 

[March  6,  1816] 
The  United  States 
To  William  C  Greenup  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois 

Territory D' 

1816 
March  6'"  For  a  seal  for  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  carriage  thereof 
from    Vincennes    to    Kaskaskia    made    by    Colonel    John    Small 

Dollars  25.00 

W-  C  Greenup  elk  C  A    I  T. 

[Enclosure :  ADS] 
Certificate  of  William  C.  Greenup 

[July  24,  1816] 
Illinois  Territory  Set. 

I,  William  C  Greenup  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  Illinois 
Territory  do  hereby  certify  that  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the  said 
Court  made  at  the  August  term  1815  I  caused  to  be  made  and  deposited 
in  my  Office  at  Kaskaskia  on  the  sixth  day  of  March  last  by  Col°  John 
Small  of  Vincennes,  a  seal  for  the  said  Court,  of  an  appropriate  device 
and  engraving,  and  that  the  Cost  thereof  and  transportation  from 
Vincennes  to  Kaskaskia  amounts  to  the  sum  of  twenty  five  dollars 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  said  Court  at 
[seal]     Kaskaskia  this  twenty  fourth  day  of  July  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen  and  of 
the  Independance  of  the  United  States  the  forty  first. 

W"  C  Greenup 
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WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS] 

Surveyors  Office  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri  S'  Louis  Juhj  29'"  1816 

Sir  I  received  by  the  last  mail  your  letters  of  the  2°'*  ^^  &  3"* 
Ins'  *'  the  first  advising  me  that  the  Receiver  of  public  monies,  at 
Shawneetown  was  instructed  to  give  me  a  credit  for  Fifteen  Thousand 
dollars  to  be  drawn  as  wanted  for  the  payment  of  Siu^eyors.  The 
fees  due  to  Deputy  Surveyors  for  Surveys  already  returned  to  my 
office  amounts  to  a  much  larger  sum.  On  the  10'"  of  last  month,  I 
forwarded  to  you  an  estimate  of  the  monies  that  will  probably  be 
wanted  to  pay  for  Surveys  at  this  Office  before  the  first  of  October 
next  (48000  dollars  including  the  15000  dollars) 

Your  2"*  letter  relative  to  the  Lead  Mines  &  Salt  Springs  of  these 
Territories  shall  be  particularly  attended  to.  It  will  require  some 
time  for  me  to  collect  the  information  you  want  on  this  subject.  I 
have  instructed  several  Deputy  Surveyors  who  are  now  engaged  in 
Survejang,  to  collect  specimens  of  all  substances  that  have  the  appear- 
ance of  Mineral,  to  wrop  each  speciman  in  paper  &  make  such  marks 
on  them  &  notes  in  a  Book  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  as  will  enable 
them  to  point  out  the  spot  from  which  it  was  got,  with  remarks  on 
the  appearance  of  the  place  and  the  adjacent  Country  &c  In  this 
way  I  calculate  on  collecting  much  information,  relative  to  the  minerals 
of  these  Territories,  which  may  be  useful  to  our  Government 

I  am  with  much  Respect  Sir    Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

HoNBL^  JosiAH  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 

[Addressed]  The  HonbP  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office    Washington  City    [Postmarked]    St  Louis  Aug  3    Free 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  29  July  1816  William  Rector  has  directed 
his  deputies  to  collect  specimens  of  Minerals — de  credit  with  Receivers 
Ans"  26  Aug'  " 


"  Probably  an  error  for  June  29,  1816,  which  letter  notified  Rector  of  the 
arrangement  noted  above  (NA,  OLD,  Lets,  to  SG,  II). 

"  hoc.  cit.,  a  circular  to  all  surveyors  to  report  on  various  matters  concerning 
lead  mines  and  salines.  See  reports  in  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  in,  269-274,  which 
were  transmitted  to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Jan.  20,  1817,  ibid.,  p.  269. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  il),  stating  that  Rector's  credit  had  been  extended 
to  $48,000. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  61 

General  Land  Office  6'"  August  1816 

Sir  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  being  absent,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  transmitting,  direct,  to  you,  a  letter  (N°  1)  from  the  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia,*'  with  a  protest  against  a  patent  being 
granted  N'  Jarrot  for  100  Acres  of  Land  confirmed  as  a  Militia  right 
to  the  representatives  of  James  Ware,  Also  the  Register's  letter 
(N°  2)  with  his  certificate  of  confirmation  of  said  100  Acres  to  the 
said  representatives,  &  sundry  conveyances. °'  Also  letter  (N°  3) 
from  said  Jarrott,  with  the  Register's  certificate  of  confirmation  of 
400  Acres  to  the  heirs  of  Pierre  Coudaire  as  an  improvement  right,  & 
sundry  conveyances.* 

The  letters  of  the  Register  &  his  certificates  of  confirmation  contain 
the  facts  relative  to  these  conflicting  claims,  the  letter  of  Jarrott  & 
the  protest  of  the  opposite  party  contain  their  arguments  in  support  of 
their  respective  claims — 

Certificates  of  confirmation  being  obtained  by  each  party,  I  have 
to  request  that  you  will  say  which  of  them  is  legally  entitled  to  a 
Patent " 

I  have  &c 

Rich"  Rush  Esq'  Att"  General. 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  GEORGE  GRAHAM 

[NA:OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Indian  Office  Aug'  7  1816 
Geo  Graham  Esq'  War  Dep' 

Dear  Sir  I  have  just  learned  by  a  letter  from  M'  Varnum,  the 
factor  for  Chicago,  that  Capt  Bradley  of  the  3d  Infantry  with  a 
detachment  of  about  100  men  passed  Michilimakinac  about  a  week 
previous  to  the  date  of  his  letter;  (30  June  last  •-)  on  his  way  to  Chicago; 
and  that  on  being  asked  for  his  protection,  &  for  a  place  in  the  Vessel! 
for  the  Factory  goods,  he,  Capt  Bradley  replied,  "that  there  was  no 
room  in  the  vessell,  and  that  he  had  no  Instructions  upon  the  subject. 

«  Not  found. 

*  Not  found. 

•»  Not  found. 

•'  Answered  Aug.  8,  1816  (Hall,  ed..  Opinions  Attys.  Gen.,  I,  191),  to  the  effect 
that  where  two  certificates  were  issued  to  two  different  persons  for  the  same  tract, 
the  first  had  preference.  The  letter  is  wrongly  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of 
War.    Cf.  claim  No.  489,  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ii,  237. 

"  Not  found. 
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May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  Sir,  in  the  absence  of  the  Hon.  Sec'' 
of  War,  if  the  officer  charged  to  organize  the  post  at  Chicago,  shall 
not  have  had  the  usual  instructions  relating  to  the  Factory,  to  issue 
them  as  early  as  possible? — I  will  thank  you.  Sir,  to  direct,  that  such 
aid  as  M"'  Varnum  may  require,  for  the  preparation  of  the  Factory, 
may  be  given  him,  upon  the  usual  terms,  of  the  usual  allowance  to 
the  Soldiers, — provided,  such  aid  shall  not  interfere  with  their  particu- 
lar duties."^ 

With  much  respect  &ca  T.  L.  McK." 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  MATTHEW  IRWIN 
[NA:OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  DJ 

Indian  Office  Augt  1th  1816 
M  Irwin  Esq'  USE 

Sir,  By  your  letter  of  the  24th  Ult",*'  I  am  informed  that  the 
owner  of  the  two  vessells,  the  Gen'  Wayne,  &,  the  Geo:  Washington, 
which  were  expected  to  arrive  at  Erie,  the  day  after  the  date  of  your 
letter,  intends  sending  the  first  that  may  arrive,  to  Green  Bay,  with 
all  the  Indian  Goods  at  Erie,  &  those  which  you  state  to  be  on  their 
way  thither,  &  also,  those  Goods  that  were  forwarded  last  fall  & 
this  Spring,  to  Makinac.  This  information  is  very  acceptable,  indeed; 
and  I  sincerely  hope  that  no  obstacles  may  interpose,  additionally 
to  delay  the  passage  of  these  goods. 

The  Statement  you  have  made  of  the  refusal  by  the  Naval  com- 
manding Officer  to  forward  the  Goods  to  Green  Bay  &  Chicago,  at 
the  same  time  that  it  accounts  for  part  of  the  delay  that  has  somehow 
mark'd  their  tedious  progress,  excites  in  my  mind  feelings  of  very 
sincere  regret.  The  "express  order"  given  by  the  Sec^  of  the  Navy 
to  that  Officers  predecessor,  it  should  seem  was  order  strong  enough: 
but  certainly  so,  when  the  feelings  by  which  agents  ought  to  be 
governed  are  duly  &  properly  weighed.  These  will  go  to  shew  that 
all  Government  agents  are  alike  interested  in  promoting  Government 
views,  tho'  they  may  be  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  seperate  trusts — 
Unless  indeed,  collisions  should  grow  out  of  such  two  fold  efforts 
which  would  of  course  bar  the  principle, — because  the  views  of  the 
Government,  would,  thereby,  cease  to  be  furthered. 

I  am  very  far  from  the  design  of  attaching  the  charge  of  any  want 
of  exertion  on  your  part,  to  press  these  Goods  on — Indeed  I  am 


•3  In  the  same  file,  same  date,  see  similar  letter  to  Varnum. 
<"  Answered  Aug.  9,  1816  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  B). 
"  Not  found.     Irwin  was  first  appointed  agent  of  Indian  trade  at  Chicago  in 
1808.     See  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  586-591. 
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aware  that  they  could  not  precede  the  U  States  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  the  Post;  or  go  unattended,  or  unprotected  by  the 
force  necessary  to  their  safety.  But  so  it  is — much  loss  will  grow  out 
of  that  supply,  which  might  have  been  saved,  could  the  Merchandize, 
have  been  sooner  disposed  of;  or  the  operation  of  the  Factory  com- 
menced at  an  earlier  period. 

I  hope.  Sir,  to  hear  from  you  soon,  and  to  learn  that  your  progress 
has  been  unretarded;  and  that  success  promises  to  wait  upon  your 
movements.  I  have  duly  received  yours  of  the  1st  Ultimo  "  (tripli- 
cate) giving  me  the  information  of  your  having  drawn  on  me  at  five 
day  sight,  in  favor  of  Zadock  Walker,  for  $341.25  it  being  the  amount 
of  your  salary  and  Subsistence  a/c  as  U.  S.  Factor  up  to  the  30th 
June  last.    This  bill  shall  be  accepted  &  paid." 

Respectfully  &c  T.  L.  McK. 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.iLS) 

Kaskaskia  7  augmt  1816 
Sir,  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  Ult°  °*  we  determined 
that  it  would  be  most  advantageous  to  the  United  States  to  receive 
a  per  centiun  of  Lead  in  payment  of  the  Rent  of  the  mines  proposed 
to  be  leased,  in  consequence  of  which  determination  we  published  the 
Second  Notice  herewith  transmitted — The  result  has  proved  to  us 
that  we  were  not  mistaken;  since  it  will  be  perceiv'd,  that  the  Per 
centum  bidden  is  such  as  will  produce  a  considerable  Revenue  to  the 
Government — The  inclosed  list  contains  the  Propositions  made,  as  also 
those  who  are  intitled  to  Leases — The  two  extravagant  propositions, 
which  you  will  notice  in  this  list,  we  view'd  as  calculated  to  embar- 
rass &  consequently  rejected  them  as  unreasonable  and  inadmissible— 
The  Per  centum  proposed  to  be  given  by  those  whom  we  consider  as 
intitled  to  Leases  is  such  as  will  in  our  opinion  enable  the  Lessees  to 
prosecute  the  Business  with  effect;  and  Knowing  that  all  of  them  are 
associated  with  others,  we  are  induced  to  believe  that  the  business 
of  mining  will  be  prosecuted  with  energy — and  that  a  considerable 
force  will  immediately  be  employ'd  in  raising  minerals  and  Manu- 
factoring  Lead  at  those  Mines — Altho'  some  who  pretend  to  be 
acquainted  with  the  business  of  mining  are  of  opinion  that  the  pro- 
posals of  those  Gentlemen  are  extravagant  yet  they  are  very  sanguine 


»'  Not  found. 

"  With  reference  to  affairs  at  the  Prairie  du  Chien  factory  at  this  time,  see 
McKenney  to  John  Johnson,  Aug.  30  and  Sept.  2,  1816  (printed,  W.H.C.,  XJX, 
433-436). 

"Probably  error  for  June  28,  1816,  ante,  p.  358. 
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&  calculate  on  a  handsome  profit — We  have  given  them  Certificates 
of  Pre  emption  &  have  promised  them  Leases  as  soon  as  the  Presi- 
dents pleasure  is  Known — We  will  thank  you  sir  for  the  form  of  a 
Bond  &  Lease  should  the  propositions  be  acceded  to  by  the  Presi- 
dent— The  conditions  on  which  we  proposed  to  lease,  may  be  thought 
rather  vague,  but  as  the  extent  &  value  of  those  mines  are  unknown 
we  conceiv'd  it  impolitic  to  exact  a  fix'd  sum  in  Money — It  may  be 
considered  as  a  mere  experiment;  and  should  the  Lessees  not  succeed 
the  Leases  will  expire  in  nine  months  from  their  dates  respectively 

As  the  Lessees  will  commence  their  operations  immediately,  after 
the  Leases  are  granted,  it  will  become  necessary  to  appoint  an  Agent 
to  make  a  record  of  the  Locations  or  Surveys,  and  to  receive  the  Lead 
&c — and  as  this  Agent  who  will  be  placed  in  so  remote  a  situation 
ought  to  be  one  in  whom  every  confidence  can  be  reposed,  we  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  you,  M''  Edward  Humphreys,  a  gentleman  who 
in  our  estimation  combines  all  the  requisite  qualifications  of  such  an 
officer — He  has  been  alternately  employ'd  in  our  Offices  for  two  years 
past,  during  which  time  he  has  afforded  us  an  opportunity  of  judging 
of  his  merits  and  fitness  for  such  a  Trust — [MS.  torn]  Talents — 
steady  habits — and  unremitting  attention  to  business — and  above 
all,  his  incorruptible  integrity  warrants  us  in  recommending  him  as 
eminently  qualified  for  this  appointment. 

We  are  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  H  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones  Reg* 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

The  Hble  Josiah  Meigs — 

[Addressed]  The  Hon''''  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  C"'    [Postmarked]  Kaskaskda  Aug'  8""  Free 

[Endorsed]  Regis'  Kaskaskia  7  Aug  1816  with  Proposals  for  Leases 
of  Lead  Mines — recommend  an  Agent  to  receive  the  Rents.  26  Aug' 
laid  before  the  Sec^  of  the  Treas^  ^^  13'"  Sepf  directed  a  suspension 
of  the  granting  of  Leases 

[Enclosure] 

List  of  Proposals  for  Lead  Mine  Leases  ™ 

[May  29  1816] 
List  of  proposals  made  in  writing  by  Individuals  to  Michael  Jones 
Reg'  &  Shadrach  Bond  Rec'  of  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  in  conformity 
with  their  notices  of  the  15  May  &  29  June  1816  shewing  also  the 


«'  Post.  p.  381. 

™  Found  under  bracketed  date. 
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names  of  those  who  are  intitled  to  leases  &  the  percentum  to  the 
United  States  on  all  the  lead  made  on  each  lot  or  Section  during  the 
term  of  three  years  by  the  said  persons. 


Nunc* 

L«t8  or  Sections 

what  proportion  of 
the  Lead  oaer'd 

Remarks 

Christian  Will 

Nol 

16  P'  C>  on  all  made 

"  2 

14       d°           do 

Daniel  Convene 

"     1  to  30 

12  12    d-       d" 

WUUam  Rabb 

'•    1  to  26 

16  PC            d° 

rejected 

"    26  to  30 

14     d"            d° 

Samuel  Lee  sen' 

"    1  to  8  inclus. 

20  PC            d« 

relinquish'd 

"    9  to  U 

18    d"             d« 

••    12  to  14 

17     do            do 

"     16  to  18 

16     do            do 

•■     19  to  23 

15     d«            do 

"    24  to  25 

14     d«            d" 

"    26  to  28 

13  3/4    d»       do 

••    29  .  .  . 

13     d«             do 

••    30  .  .  . 

12  1/2    do       do 

Names 

Lots 

Rate 

Remarks 

Simon  VanDOadal 

"    2  to  4  inclus. 

26         do         d° 

intitled  to  a  lease  for   No  2,  3 
&  4  @  26Pc 

"    5  to  12    " 

25         do         do 

relinquish'd 

James  W.  Whitney 

■'     1  to  20    " 

17  12  do         do 

Ditto 

Samuel  Perry 

"     1 

60  lbs  P'  1000 
wt  mineral  or 
2  doll  in  cash 
pr  1000 

"    2 

40  lbs  P'  1000 
or  2  dol>  in 
cashP'M 

A  Henry,  W&  J  J  WUIdnaon 

N<>1&2 

15  PC>  of  all  made 

William  Griffin 

N.l 

18  PC            d« 

intitled  to  a  Lease  for  No  26  A 

"    26*27 

14       "            do 

27  at  14  Percent  No  28  @ 

"    28 

14  1  ^  "          do 

14  1  2  and  No  29®  15  PC 

"    29 

16      ••            do 

"    80 

IS      "            do 

Joaeph  Meacham 

N-l 

26      '•            d» 

intitled  to  a  I/ease  at  26  PC> 

"    2&S 

19      "            do 

Helinquiah'd 

"    4  &  6 

18  1/2  "          do 

Relinquish'd 

"    6   "   7 

18        ■•          do 

•■    8   "   9 

17  1/2  "          do 

" 

"    10  "   12 

17        •■          do 

" 

••    IS  "   14 

16  1/2  "          do 

■■ 

"    16  "   16 

16        "          do 

•'    17  "   18 

16  1/2  "          do 

"    19  ••  20 

16        "          do 

" 

"    21   "  22 

14  1/2  "          do 

"    2$  •'  24 

14        "          do 

" 

"    26  "   26 

IS  1/2  "          do 

" 

"    27   "  28 

IS         "          do 

"  29   "   30 

12  1/2  "          do 

Nathan  Carpenter 

N«  1 

18  3/4  PC 

<■    2 

17  3,4    " 

"    8 

16S/4    " 

"11 

16S/4    " 

"16 

14  8/4    " 

"W 

18  8/4    " 
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Names 

Lota 

Rate 

Remarks 

William  Morrison 

No    1  to  30  indu. 

13  1/2    " 

Intitled  to  a  lease  for  Lots  No 
21  to  25  inclusive  and  No  30 

@  13  1/2  P-  Ci 

David  Moore ....... 

No    1  to    5     " 

13 

relinquish'd 

"     6  to  10     " 

13  1/4     " 

"   11  to  IS     " 

13  1/2    " 

■■   16  to  20     •■ 

14 

" 

"  21  to  25     " 

14  1/4    •' 

•' 

"  26  to  30     '• 

15 

Samuel  Lee  Junior 

No    1  to    5  indu. 

75        PC 

rejected 

"     6  to  10     '• 

62  1/2    " 

" 

'■   11  to  15     " 

50 

"    16  to  20     " 

37  1/2    " 

"  21  to  25     " 

25 

" 

"   26  to  30. 

12  3/4    •■ 

A.  G.  S  Wight,  Jno  Hay  & 

No    1 

4    50/100    DoU-   Per 

Leonard  White 

and 

1000  lbs  of  aU  lead 

No  30 

made  Payable  in  lead 
@  3  Cts  P  lb. 
3  18, 100  del-  Pr  M  of 
all  lead  made  pay'«  in 
lead  @  3  cts  P  lb. 

Jean  Baptiste  Vally 

No    1  to    5  indu. 

1/6  th  part  "• 

"     6  to  10     " 

1/7 

"   11  to  15     " 

1/8       ' 

"    16  to  20     " 

1/9        ' 

•'  21  to  25     " 

1/10      ' 

"   26  to  30     " 

1,11      • 

James  Clemens  J'  &  C" 

No    1  to    5      " 

1/5 

intitled  to  a  lease  for  No  5  @ 

"     6  to  10     " 

1/6        ' 

20PC< 

"    11  to  15     " 

1/7 

d»,  do.  No  6  to  10  dedded  by 

"    16  to  20      " 

1/8        ■ 

lot  in  favor  said  Clemens  &« 

"   21  to  25      '• 

1/9       ' 

who  drew  with  T  Nash  for  Lots 

•'   26  to  30      " 

1/10     ' 

No  6  to  10  afores* 

John  Moredock..- 

No    1 

1/5  p« 

"    9 

1/7  d« 

"   13 

1/8  d« 

■•    14&21 

1/8  do 

George  E  Jackson 

N«    2 

2/15  ths 

"   27 

1/7    " 

'■   29 

1/7    " 

■•   30 

2/15  ■• 

Pierre  Menard 

No    1  to  30  indu. 

1/8  part 

Timothy  Nash 

"     1  to    5     " 

2/11  ths 

"     6  to  10     " 

1/6  th 

"   11  to  20     " 

2/13  ths 

intitled  to  a  lease  for  Lots  N« 

21"     to  30     " 

2/15  ths 

11  to  20  indusive  @  2/13th3  or 
15  3/13  PC 

[Endorsed]     Proposals  for  Leases  of  Lead  Mines. 


'0*  Between  this  point  and  the  end  of  the  table  there  has  been  written  lengthwise  three  times  in  this 
column  the  notation,  "of  all  lead  made  on  each  lot  respectively". 
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GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  10'"  August,  1816. 
B.  Stevenson.    Kaskaskias  Illinois  Ter" 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  8'"  ult°,"'  recommending  Col"  John  Edgar 
to  be  appointed  a  B'  General  in  the  militia  of  the  Illinois  Territory, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of  W^ar  immediately  on  his  return 
to  this  place.  I  find  by  reference  to  the  files  of  this  department,  that 
Governor  Edwards  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen'  Armstrong,  on  the 
12'"  of  December,  1813,"  recommending  Shadrack  Bond  for  this 
appointment.  It  would  be  desirable  to  know  whether  Governor 
Edwards  withdraws  this  nomination  and  acquiesces  in  that  of  Col" 
Edgar. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  &c. 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  MATTHEW  IRWIN 

1NA:0IT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk  D] 

Indian  Office  Aug'  10th  1816 
M  Irwin  Esq'  U.  S.  F.  Green  Bay 

Sir,  I  enclose  you  herewith  a  Copy  of  a  circular  address'd  by  the 
War  Department  to  the  Officers  commanding  the  5th  &  9th  Military 
Districts:^  From  it  you  will  perceive,  that  every  facility  is  intended 
to  be  afforded  by  that  department,  to  the  operations  of  the  Factories. 

Much  Good  may  result  to  the  common  cause  by  the  cultivation  of 
harmonious  &  reciprocal  sentiments.  Mutually  to  assist  each  other, 
in  all  matters  wherein  the  public  good  is  concerned,  I  sincerely  trust 
will  be  the  sentiment  which  will  govern  in  future 

Respectfully  &c  T:  L:  M'K. 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
INA:GL0,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  Aug'  11'"  1816 
Sir  On  my  way  to  the  Lead  mines  last  week  I  disscoverd  a  number 
of  hands  Geting  out  pipe  staves  for  Exportation  to  New  Orleans, 
within  the  Old  Saline  Boundary  had  Cut  down  a  Great  deal  of  the 
Most  Valueable  Timber  in  the  Neighbourhood  I  Observed  to  them 
that  Such  Conduct  was  inadmissable  and  for  which  the  would  have 
to  be  Accountable  to  the  Government 


"  Not  found. 

^  Ante.  XVI,  378. 

'»  Aug.  9,  1816  (NA,  GIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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On  my  Return  home  I  disscovered  that  the  principle  a  M''  More- 
land  had  been  at  the  office  And  Entered  a  quarter  Section,  for  the 
Exspress  purpose  of  Striping  the  Timber  off,  I  am  this  Day  informed 
that  he  has  forty  hands  at  work  and  Exspects  before  the  Reversion 
to  the  U.  S.  will  take  place  (as  he  has  only  paid  the  twentieth  part)  he 
will  be  able  to  take  of  all  the  Staves 

This  is  a  Species  of  Stealing  that  will  be  practiced  frequently  on 
the  United  States  unless  an  Exspress  law  is  passed  to  prevent  it — 
Say  that  no  man  should  be  permited  to  Make  Use  of  more  Timber 
than  might  be  Required  for  the  Use  of  his  farm  imtill  the  first  Instal- 
ment was  Compleated  as  it  is  the  first  Notorious  Violation  that  has 
Come  within  my  Knowledge  I  am  anxtious  it  Should  be  Checked 

I  will  thank  you,  Sir,  to  advise  me  as  Earley  as  possible  on  the 
Subject 

Would  it  be  proper  for  me  to  Secure  a  person  to  make  an  Entry 
on  the  Same  land  at  the  Expiration  of  40  days  My  Impression  is 
that  he  thinks  he  will  not  be  Dissturbed  until  the  90  Days  exspires 
and  by  that  time  will  have  it  in  his  power  to  take  the  property  of 
the  Ground 

I  yeasterday  Rode  to  the  Saline  and  informed  the  agent  m''  White 
of  the  depredations  Committed  within  the  Boundary 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho«  Sloo    Reg'  of  the 
Land  Office  Shawneetown 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq''  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  11'"  August  1816  Register  Shawneet"  Timb'  is  destroying 
Ans"  29'"  '* 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  THE  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  12'"  August,  1816. 
Rich"  Rush  Att^'  Gen' 

Sir,  At  the  request  of  the  President,  I  send  you  an  extract  from  a 
letter  received  from  Richard  Graham,  Indian  Agent  for  the  Illinois 
Territory,  together  with  an  extract  from  his  instructions,  for  the 
purpose  of  obtaining  your  decision  on  the  legal  question  stated  by 
the  agent."    The  fact  in  this  case  is,  that  in  1804  a  very  large  tract 


'*  Post,  p.  382. 

"  Enclosures  not  seen:  letter  mentioned  not  identified. 
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of  Country  between  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  rivers  was  ceded  by 
the  Indians  to  the  United  States,  but  the  country  has  remained  in 
the  possession  of,  and  is  now  occupied  by,  the  tribes  which  ceded  it, 
and  also  by  parts  of  other  tribes." 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  THE  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS 

(NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

Department  of  War,  13'"  August,  1816. 
Mess"  Clark,  Edwards  and  Chouteau,  Comm"  &c.  S'  Louis. 

Gentlemen,  Your  communication  of  the  5'"  of  July,"  has  been 
submitted  to  the  President,  and  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you,  that 
you  are  authorized  to  accept  of  the  property  which  has  been  delivered 
up  by  the  Sacks  on  Rock  rive"-,  as  a  fulfilment  on  their  part  of  those 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  relative  to  the  delivery  of  property. 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6] 

Gen'  L.  Office  13'"  Amj/' 1816 
Sir  The  5'"  Section  of  the  act  of  24'"  March  1804,  entitled,  "An 
Act  making  Pro\nsion  for  the  disposal  of  the  Public  Lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory  &  for  other  purposes,"  ^'  excepts  from  the  Sales,  an 
entire  township  in  the  District  ofc  Kaskaskia,  to  be  located  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  of  learning.  The 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Kaskaskia,  in  a  letter  dated  24'"  Ult" 
says,"  "that  the  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory  provided  a  com- 
pensation for  such  person  as  the  Register  &  Receiver  might  employ  to 
select  a  township  for  the  Purpose  above  mentioned,  &  that  the  Person 
so  employed  has  selected  Township  N°  5  north  of  the  base  line,  in 
Range  One  west  of  the  Meridian  Line,  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia, 
for  the  use  of  a  Seminary  of  learning.  This  selection  requires  your 
approbation,  to  which  I  do  not  know  of  any  objection. 
I  am  &c 

Hon:  A  J  Dallas  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


"  Reply  not  found.     Cf.  post,  p.  379. 
"  Error  for  July  15,  ante,  p.  362. 
'•  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  VII,  178. 
^  ArUe,  p.  364. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk  6] 

General  Land  Office  13 ""  Aug^  1816 
Sirs    your  letter  of  24  Ult°,'°  with  a  Plat  of  townsp:  5  north  in 
Range  1  w.,  selected  for  a  seminary  of  Learning  has  been  received  the 
selection  has  been  submitted  to  the  Sec''  of  the  Treasury  for  his  ap- 
probation; I  was  surprized  to  find  the  N  E  extremity  of  the  district 
selected  for  this  purpose. 
I  am  &ca 
M'  Jones  Shadrach  Bond  Esqr'  Kaskaskia. 


BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  S199:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Aug  16'"  1816  Illinois  Territory 
Sir,  During  the  last  session  of  Congress  I  felt  it  my  duty  repeatedly 
to  represent  to  M'  Brent  Paymaster  of  the  Armey  of  the  United 
States.  The  distresses  and  embarressments  experienced  by  the 
rangers  and  Militia  of  this  Territory  in  consequence  of  the  unexpected 
delay  in  paying  them  for  services  long  since  performed.  I  was  hapy 
to  find  at  all  times  that,  that  officer  seemed  to  feel  for  the  sufferings 
of  those  unfortunate  men,  that  he  justly  appreciated  their  services, 
and  appeared  sincerely  desirous  of  relieving  them  as  soon  as  possible. 
His  good  intentions  however  evidently  by  some  means  or  other  which 
I  cannot  comprehend  have  been  greatly  disappointed — 

He  expressly  told  me  that  he  had  in  the  early  part  of  last  winter 
transmitted  a  part  of  the  funds  authorised  by  law  to  the  district 
paymaster,  and  on  the  day  before  I  left  Washington  he  read  me  a 
letter  from  M'  Whitlock  stating  that  he  had  received  drafts  sufficient 
to  pay  off  every  discription  of  Troops  except  to  the  amount  of  about 
$8,000  at  least  so  I  understood  the  letter- — but  be  this  as  it  may, 
not  a  cent  has  been  paid  nor  are  those  people  flattered  with  any  pros- 
pects of  payment  shortly — In  fact  what  ever  may  be  the  views  of  the 
Government  on  its  correspondence  with  M''  Whitlock,  his  conduct  is 
not,  and  never  has  been  calculated  to  conciliate  the  people  of  this 
Territory  and  it  is  feared  that  he  would  rather  be  gratified  than  other- 
wise at  their  disappointment — At  present  representations  are  made 
that  distroy  all  hopes.  It  is  said  that  he  has  no  money.  That  he  is  no 
longer  paymaster,  That  he  has  all  the  muster  and  pay  rolls  in  his 
hands,  and  that  payment  cannot  be  made  but  through  him 

»  Ante,  p.  364. 
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You  can  easily  conceive  what  my  situation  must  be  under  these 
circumstances,  in  consequence  of  the  office  which  the  people  have 
confered  on  me;  of  my  endeavours  to  conciliate  their  attachment  to 
their  Government;  and  to  indue  them  to  believe  that  speedy  justice 
would  have  been  done  them,  I  must  therefore  with  all  due  respect 
solicit  your  attention  to  this  business  and  beg  earnesly  beg,  the 
feavour  of  you  to  communicate  to  me  when  and  how  it  is  probable 
those  persons  will  be  paid. 

Should  my  services  be  likely  to  be  useful  and  acceptable  in  any  part 
of  this  business  I  should  be  happy  to  render  them,  and  I  believe  I  may 
say  that  the  Governor  of  our  Territory  would  himself  freely  afford 
any  agency  in  paying  off  the  Troops  above  alluded  to  should  any 
difficulty  exist  in  relation  to  any  paymaster — 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  respectfully  Sir  Your  Obet  Sert 

B:  Stephenson 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable,  William  H.  Crawford  Secr^  of  War 
Washington  City  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia,  16.  Aug*  1816.  Hon:  Benj"  Stephenson, 
States  the  distresses  &  embarrassments  experienced  by  the  rangers 
&  militia  of  the  Illinois  territory  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in  paying 
them  off — requests  to  be  informed  when  &  how  they  will  be  paid — 
Tenders  his  services  in  the  business.  Sep'  1816.  Referred  to  the 
Paymaster  Gen'  to  report  upon  the  facts  herein  Stated,  to  enable  the 
Sec^  to  answer  this  letter."  W  H  C    He  has  reported 


WILLIAM  H.  PUTHUFF  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN 

TERRITORY 

(NA:WD,  OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  I] 

MiCHlLLiMACKlNAC  18'"  August  1816. 
Dear  Sir,  By  the  return  of  Col"  Miller  *^  from  Green  Bay  we  are 
informed  of  the  result  of  the  expedition  under  his  command.  The 
troops  were  landed  without  opposition,  or  even  appearance  of  hostile 
feelings  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  of  that  District  of  Country."  With 
the  particulars  however,  Col"  Bowyer  has  no  doubt  made  you  ac- 
quainted. 

There  are  but  few  Indians  at  this  place,  those  of  the  neighboiuing 
villages  only  occasionally  visit  us.  They  are  apparently  perfectly 
reconcile  to  our  troops  having  occupied  Green  Bay  and  Chicago. 

«  Answered  post,  p.  390. 

«"  Col.  John  Miller,  of  the  3d  regiment,  with  headquarters  at  Detroit. 
••  See  W.H.C.,  xiii,  441-447,  for  a  contemporary  account  of  the  establishment 
of  Fort  Howard  by  a  member  of  the  expedition. 
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Herewith  I  send  you  a  list  of  licenses  issued  to  Foreigners.  Ap- 
plications for  licenses  within  the  districts  of  Green  Bay  and  Chicago, 
have  been  referred  to  the  respective  agents  at  those  posts. 

I  am  now  engaged  collecting  the  most  correct  information  of  the 
different  trading  Posts  visited  by  Foreigners,  the  number  of  Indians 
at  those  posts,  and  the  amount  of  goods  introduced,  with  a  view  to 
inform  our  Government  of  the  true  state  of  trade  in  this  quarter,  and 
the  more  effectually  to  enforce  the  opinion  I  formerly  advanced,  that 
there  is  not  a  necessity  for  the  introduction  of  a  single  foreigner, 
except  perhaps  on  Lake  Superior,  to  furnish  an  amply  supply  of  goods 
to  our  Indians,  I  will,  this  fall,  furnish  you  with  the  result  of  my 
enquiries. 

Such  goods  as  you  can  spare  me  are  much  wanted  here,  by  the 
Hunter  I  received  goods  for  Green  Bay  and  Chicago,  those  for 
Green  Bay  have  been  forwarded,  those  for  Chicago  shall  go  by  the  first 
vessel,  Col°  M°Dougall  writes  me  that  he  "had  not  time  to  put  up 
the  goods  I  left  to  forward  by  the  Hunter" 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  obt.  Hble.  Servt. 

W"°  H'  PUTHUFF  Indian  Agent 

His  Excellency  Gov  Cass  &c  &c  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  20'"  Augiist  1816 
M'  Jones  Shadrach  Bond  Esq=  Kaskaskia 

Sir's  Tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  approved  of  the  Selection 
made  in  your  district,  of  a  township  to  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  a 
seminary  of  learning,  viz'  townp.  5  north  of  the  base  line  in  range  One 
west  of  the  meridian  line. 

I  am  &c 


GEORGE  GRAHAM  TO  RICHARD  GRAHAM 

[NA:  GIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

From  George  Graham,  Chief  Clerk. 
Department  of  War,  23''  August,  1816. 
Rich"  Graham  Indian  Agent — S'  Louis — 

Sir,  I  enclose  for  your  information  a  copy  of  the  opinion  given  by 
the  Attorney  general,'*  on  the  question  submitted  by  you,  relative  to 
the  seizure  of  the  goods  of  Indian  traders. 

So  soon  as  you  have,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  fixed 
upon  the  proper  position  for  the  establishment  of  your  agency,  you 

s<  Not  seen.     Cf.  ante,  p.  375. 
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should  report  to  this  department;  the  report  should  be  accompanied  by 
an  estimate  of  the  number  of  mechanics,  their  pay  and  emoluments, 
the  quantity  and  kind  of  goods,  materials,  stock  &c.  that  will  be 
required  for  the  ensuing  year  for  this  agency.  This  report  should  be 
made  thro'  and  sanctioned  by  the  governor. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


ALEXANDER  MACOMB"  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  M283:  ALS] 

Fifth  Military  Department  Head  Quarters 

Detroit  August  24'"  1816— 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you  that  the  expedition  to  green- 
bay  has  been  accomplish  without  opposition  or  difficulty.  The  Vessels 
entered  the  bay  under  easy  sail  and  proceed  up  to  the  mouth  of  Fox 
River  carrying  all  the  way  a  sufficiency  of  Water  for  any  Vessels  that 
navigate  these  Lakes.  The  troops  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the  river 
and  commenced  a  stockade — The  Indians  exhibited  no  symptoms  of 
hostility  nor  did  they  express  any  displeasiu-e  at  our  fixing  ourselves  in 
their  vicinity. 

It  appears  from  the  accounts  of  one  of  the  Masters  of  the  transports 
that  there  is  a  french  settlement  of  considerable  extent  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  new  post — amounting  to  about  forty  or  fifty  families. — 
They  have  stock,  poultry  and  gardens  well  supplied,  so  that  there  is 
every  pospect  of  the  Troops  being  comfortably  established.  Colonel 
Miller  with  the  reinforcement  has  returned  to  Mackinack — I  have  not 
as  yet  received  a  report  from  him,  but  in  a  letter  to  the  Assistant 
Dep"  Q'Master  he  expresses  himself  much  pleased  with  the  Country 
about  the  mouth  of  Fox  River.'* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir,  your  most  ob'  &  very  humble  S' 

Alex:  Macomb 

The  Honorable  W"  H.  Crawford  Sec"  &c  &c 

[Endorsed]  H"  Q"  Detroit,  24'"  Aug'  1816.  Gen'  Alex'  Macomb— 
The  expedition  to  Greenbay  has  been  accomplished  without  opposi- 
tion— There  is  a  French  settlement  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  new 
post,  which  will  enable  the  troops  to  live  more  comfortably — Col. 
Miller  with  the  reinforcement  has  returned  to  Mackinac  &c.  Rec" 
Sep'  1816. 

"  Commander  of  the  5th  military  district,  which  included  a  portion  of  the 
Wisconsin  area  of  Illinois  Territory. 

"  See  Wesley,  Guarding  Ihe  Frontier,  pp.  120--122,  which  contains  citations  to 
sources  concerning  the  establishment  of  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  and  the  re- 
establishment  of  Fort  Dearborn,  at  Chicago,  by  the  expedition  referred  to. 
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JOSIAH- MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  26"'  August  1816 
Hon:  A  J  Dallas  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  the 
Land  Officers  at  Kaskaskia,  dated  7'"  Ins*,"  their  list  of  proposals 
made  to  them  for  leases  of  Lead  Mines,  their  list  of  proposals  approved 
by  them,  &  their  advertisements  relative  to  the  subject.  Should 
the  President  approve  of  those  proposals,  being  from  13}^  to  26  p'' 
Cent  of  the  lead  made,  instructions  will  be  given  to  prepare  leases. 

The  land  Officers  recommend  M'  Edw*  Humphreys,  &  Gov'' 
Clarke  recommends  Co'  Ashley  as  agent  to  collect  the  Rents,  I  do 
not  know  that  the  appointment  of  such  an  Agent  is  authorized  by 
law,  perhaps  the  authority  given  by  law  to  the  President  to  lease 
lead  mines,  may  include  the  power  to  provide  for  the  Collection  of 
the  rents,  &  for  this  purpose  an  agent  appears  to  be  absolutely  neces- 
sary. 

I  beg  leave  to  request  your  instructions  relative  to  the  disposal  of 
the  Lead  that  may  be  received  for  rent. 

I  have  &c 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Treasury  Letters  Unbound :ALS] 

Treasury  Department  29.  Aug.  1816. 

Sir.  Your  letter  of  the  26.  inst.  has  been  received.  As  Congress 
instituted  an  enquiry,  at  the  last  session,  respecting  the  public  Lead 
mines,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  their  value,  and  the  best  mode  of 
leasing,  or  otherwise  disposing  of  them,^'  you  will  be  pleased  to  con- 
sider and  report,  whether  a  compliance  with  the  propositions,  ac- 
companjnng  your  letter,  will  not  interfere  with  the  legislative  object? 
You  have  been  requested  to  collect  the  information  required  by  the 
Resolution  of  Congress;  and,  I  presume,  that  the  public  interests  will 
not  suffer,  by  a  short  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully.  Sir,  Y'  mo.  obed  Sev' 

A.  J.  Dallas. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

[Addressed]    The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office 

[Endorsed]  29  August  1816  Sec''  Treasury  on  leasing  Lead  Mines 
ans<*  3  Sep^«'     Copied  for  S.  T.  Exam"  D  C.    J.  N. 

«'  Ante,  p.  370. 

M  Annals,  14  Cong.,  1  sess.,  388,  391. 

»'  Post,  p.  383. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  29*"  August  1816 
Tho"  Sloo  Esq"  Shawneetown 

Sir  Your  returns  for  last  month  have  been  received,  also  your 
letter  of  11  August,""  by  which  I  learn  that  some  persons  are  cutting 
timber  on  the  U  S  lands,  &  exporting  it.  I  presume  you  can  take  the 
same  steps  to  prevent  or  to  punish  such  tresspasses,  as  if  they  were 
committed  on  your  own  land — proceeding  in  the  name  of  the  U  States. 

In  the  Case  of  Moreland,  it  will  be  adviseable  to  have  the  land 
re-entered  by  a  friend  of  the  U  S  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  and  stop  the 
carrying  away  of  the  timber. 

What  inconvenience  would  arise,  if  the  laws  required  the  payment 
of  }i  of  the  purchase  money  on  application,  instead  of  Mo  as  at  present?  " 

I  am  &c 


RECOMMENDATION  OF  JOSEPH  PHILIPS  AS  SECRETARY 
(NA:SD,  Applications  :DS] 

Nashville  Tennessee— [Atigjw^  30,  1816] 

The  undersigned  have  been  long  acquainted  with  Captain  Joseph 
Phillips  late  of  the  artillery  who  was  engaged  during  the  whole  war 
on  duty  with  his  corps,  at  Fort  Massac  and  in  the  Missouri  Territory. 

We  take  the  liberty  to  recommend  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
Captain  Phillips  as  a  proper  person  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  the  office 
of  Secretary  to  the  Illinois  territory,  occasioned  by  the  recent  election 
of  the  former  secretary  M"^  Pope,  to  a  seat  in  Congress. 

Captain  Phillips  having  been  engaged  previous  to  the  war,  in  the 
practice  of  the  law,  being  faithful  in  the  performance  of  his  duty,  of 
unimpeachable  integrity,  possessing  considerable  information,  and 
excellent  talents,  we  earnestly  recommend  him  to  the  appointment 
abovementioned,  and  rest  satisfied  that  he  will  discharge  the  duties 
of  it  with  zeal  integrity,  ability  and  promptitude  - 

August  30'"  1816. 
R:  Weakley"  J  Haywood"' 

J.  Childress  J,  Whiteside  "* 

Rob*  Searcy  Th:  Claiborne  " 

Alfred  Balch  John  E  Bull 

„  .  ,       „„.  Wa»  L  Hannum 

"'  Ante,  p.  374. 
•'  Post.  p.  394. 

"  A  former  Representative  in  Congress  (1809-1811)  from  Tennessee. 
"  John  Haywood,  historian,  author  of  A  History  of  Tennessee. 
'*  Jenkins  Whiteside,  a  former  Representative  in  Congress  (1809-1811)  from 
Tennessee. 
••  Subsequently  a  Representative  in  Congress  (1817-1819)  from  Tennessee. 
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JOSEPH  PHILIPS  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Nashville  August  31"  1816 
Sir/  At  the  Suggestion  of  some  of  my  friends,  I  have  consented 
to  become  an  applicant  to  fill  the  vacancy  of  Secretary  in  the  Territory 
of  Illinois, — occasioned  by  the  recent  electition  of  M^  Pope  to  a  Seat 
in  Congress.  Should  you  think  proper  to  nominate  me  to  that  OfSce, 
the  Obligation  will  be  greatfully  acknowledged  by,  Your  friend  and 
Humb'«  Sev' 

Joseph  Philips 


GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL ««  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Nashville  1.  SepP  1816 
Sm,  It  is  understood  the  office  of  Secretary  of  the  government  of 
the  Illinois  Territory  is  vacant.  Capt.  Joseph  Philips  of  this  place, 
late  of  the  army  of  the  U.  States,  who  is  well  known  in  that  Territory, 
has  made  known  to  me,  his  intention  of  removing  thereto;  and  his 
willingness  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Secretary  therein,  should 
it  be  conferred  upon  him. 

I  have  known  Capt.  Philips  for  many  years.  He  is  a  gentleman  of 
good  education;  has  Studied  the  law,  &  has  sustained  a  very  respect- 
able character  &  standing  in  Society;  and  is,  in  my  opinion,  well 
qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  appointment,  which,  I  feel 
confident,  he  would  do  with  fidelity,  &  in  a  maimer  that  would  entitle 
him  to  the  approbation  of  the  government,  should  the  trust  be  reposed 
in  him. 

With  very  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  To  be,  Sir,  Your  most 
obed* 

G:W:  Campbell. 

His  Excellency,  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State. 


JOSLAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  3"  Sept'  1816. 
Hon:  A  J  Dallas  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir     In  reply  to  your  letter  of  29'"  Ult°"  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that 
should  the  Pres.  authorize  the  leasing  of  all  or  any  of  the  Lead  Lead 


"  A  Senator  of  the  United  States  from  Tennessee. 
»"  Ante,  p.  381 
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Mines  for  which  proposals  have  been  made,  the  produce  arising  from 
them  for  three  years,  would  ascertain  the  value  of  Mineral  lands, 
more  perfectly  than  any  information  that  can  be  expected  from  the 
Land  Officers.  It  appears  to  me  that  the  proposals  are  for  certain 
quantities  of  Land,  to  be  laid  off,  to  be  searched  for  lead  ore,  each 
proposer  taking  his  tract  where  he  thinks  there  is  the  best  prospect  of 
finding  Ore;  although  Congress  instituted  an  enquiry  to  obtain  infor- 
mation, they  did  not  take  from  the  executive  the  authority  to  grant 
Leases  in  the  interim,  &  my  opinion  is  that  those  leases,  stimulating 
the  Lessees  to  search  for  Lead  Ore  will  render  the  mineral  Lands 
productive  to  the  U  States,  in  a  shorter  time  than  any  other  mode  of 
Proceedure. 
I  have  &c 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G107:ALS] 

S'  Louis  4'"  Sep'  1816 
Sir  My  letter  of  the  8'"  July  **  would  advise  you  of  my  intended 
trip  to  Peoria  to  examine  if  that  point  would  be  more  suitable  for  the 
agency  to  which  I  am  appointed  than  Rock  River,  or  Prarie  des  Chien— 
After  an  examination  of  its  situation  I  have  only  to  offer  the  following 
objections — 1"  Its  proximity  to  Chicago;  where  an  agency  is  estab- 
lished, more  central  to  the  great  body  of  the  Indians,  Inhabiting  the 
Waters  of  the  lower  Mississippi  &  ohio,  &  the  Waters  of  Michigan  & 
Erie  &  to  which  there  is  a  much  greater  resort  of  Indians  than  to 
Peoria; — 2"  Its  local  situation,  must  make  it  extremely  unhealthy — 
the  water  is  stagnate  during  the  summer  months  &  is  covered  with 
grass,  so  much  so,  that  it  is  difficult  at  places  for  boats  to  make  their 
way  through  it — 3""  there  being  no  Indian  lands  near  to  any  settlement 
of  Indians  on  which  the  agency  could  be  established  And  if  I  am 
correct  in  my  opion,  that  the  Agency  should  be  on  Indian  Lands, 
there  is  no  place  within  the  Illinois  Territory  suitable  untill  you  reach 
Prarie  des  Chien — 

In  a  conversation  with  Gov'  Clark  the  other  day  on  the  subject  of 
my  agency  he  suggested  the  Idea  of  having  it  extended  to  the  West 
side  to  run  as  low  as  the  Iowa  River;  believing  the  Indians  will 
eventually  move  to  the  West  side  of  the  Mississippi — If  this  Idea 
met  with  your  approbation  I  think  some  point  in  the  vicinity  of  Rock 
River  would  be  the  Most  suitable.  Another  reason  induces  this 
opinion.  The  Foxes,  who  claim  the  Lead  mines,  known  by  the  name 
of  "Dubuques  or  Spanish  Mines",  are  all  concentrating  at  that  point 
and  have  told  me  of  their  intention  of  working  them — To  encourage 

*»  Ante,  p.  359. 
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them  in  this  would  be  the  speediest  way  to  give  them  an  Idea  of  the 
value  of  fixed  property,  out  of  which  a  taste  for  Agricultiire  &  raising 
stock  would  grow  as  to  the  selection  of  this  point,  I  am  supported  by 
the  opinion  of  Gov"  Clark  &  Edwards — 

Should  I  be  permitted  to  erect  buildings  on  the  West  side,  it  would 
be  necessarj'  for  me  to  have  under  my  immediate  controul  a  sub  agent 
that  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Gov"'  Clark — his  name  is  Blundo,  an 
half  Indian  of  the  Fox  Nation — 

M'  Bolvain  at  Prarie  des  Chien,  Forsythe  living  in  S'  Louis  are 
appointed  Ind°  Agents  within  the  Territory  of  Illinois  I  beleive  all 
by  Gov"'  Edwards — I  wish  to  know  what  is  the  relative  standing 
between  these  persons  &  myself  as  agents?  and  if  I  am  to  respect 
them  as  agents  acting,  seperately  &  distinctly  from  myself. 

I  am  very  respectfully  y"'  ob'  Serv' 

R  Graham 
Ind°  Ag'  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois 

The  Honb'«  W""  H.  Crawford  Sec"  of  War— 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'*  W"  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  4  Sep*  1816.  Richard  Graham  Esq'  relative 
to  fixing  his  Agency  &c  &c  Oct  1816. 


DANIEL  BISSELL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Nashvhxe  September  4'"  1816 — 

Sir — Captain  Joseph  Philips,  late  of  the  Corps  of  Artilery  having 
been  dropt  from  the  rolls  of  the  Army,  I  feel  it  due  to  his  merits,  as  a 
Gentleman  and  an  Officer,  to  State  that,  I  have  known  that  Gentle- 
man for  the  last  four  years,  a  part  of  which  time  he  was  under  my 
Command.  I  did  then,  and  do  still,  beleive  him  to  be  one  of  the  best 
officers  of  his  grade,  in  the  late  Army,  his  habits  correct,  and  his 
moral  character  can  be  attested  by  all  who  know  him,  to  be  vmsullied; 
and  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  he  is  incapable  of  a  dishonorable 
Act — Permit  me  therefore  to  solicit  your  attention  to  him,  should  he 
become  an  applicant  for  any  Office  within  the  gift  of  Government — 
In  making  this  Communication  I  have  been  actuated  solely  by  a  wish 
to  render  justice  to  the  merits  of  an  Officer,  whose  Worth,  it  is  only 
necessary  the  Government  should  know  in  order  properly  to  estimate 
it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sentiments  of  the  highest  esteem — 
Sir  your  Ob'  Serv' 

D  BiSSELL 

The  Hon'"^  James  Monroe  Esq'  Sec"'  State  Washington  City 
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SECRETARY  POPE  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
INA:SD,  Resignations :ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Sept'  5'"  1816 
Sir    Having  offered  to  serve  the  people  of  Illinois  in  Congress  I 
beg  leave  to  resign  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory, 
which  I  now  hold — I  tender  you  assurances  of  High  consideration 
and  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  y'  obt.  Serv ' 

Nat.  Pope 

[Addressed]  James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States 
Washington     Free 

[Endorsed]  5  Sep.  1816.  Nathaniel  Pope  resigns  as  Secretary  of 
the  Illinois  Territory.  Notice  to  the  Treasury  of  the  date  of  this 
resignation 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

INA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS) 

Shawneetown  Sep*  8'"  1816 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  am  informed  that  the  Road  from  this  place  to  Kaskaskia 
Will  be  Cut  Out  this  fall  and  that  an  appointment  will  be  made  by 
the  Government  to  Contract  for  and  Superintend  the  Cuting  it  out 

As  the  Government  have  heretofore  given  that  Appointment  to 
the  Registers  of  the  land  office  for  the  Teritories  I  thought  perhaps, 
Sir,  You  would  have  No  Objection  in  Mentioning  my  Name  for  the 
Appointment.  M'  Badolet  the  Register  at  Vincennes  Was  Appointed 
by  M'  Gallatin  for  that  purpose  for  the  Road  leading  from  the  Mouth 
of  the  Miame  to  Kaskaskia  &  from  thence  to  S'  Louis 

I  would  observe  one  thing  to  You  that  is  Who  Eever  may  be 
Appointed  he  aught  to  Examine  Every  foot  of  the  Road  Before  Con- 
tracts are  made  the  Labour  is  So  inconsiderable  on  some  parts  of 
the  Rout  to  What  it  Will  be  on  Others  that  in  Order  to  doe  the  Govern- 
ment Justice  and  prevent  Individuals  from  taken  an  undue  Advantage 
Every  foot  of  the  Road  aught  to  be  Critically  Examined  Will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  let  me  hear  from  you  on  the  Subject  when 
Convenient 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully    Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho"  Sloo 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Washington  City  [Postmarked] 
Shawneetown    8'"  Sep*  Free 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  387 

[Endorsed]  Shawneef  8*"  Sep'  1816  The  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  wishes  to  superintend  the  Making  of  a  Road  in  Illinois  Territory. 
Ans*  23*  Sep' ''  3*  Aug'  1816  Sec^  appointed  Commiss"  so  says  a 
note  in  which  this  was  returned 


THE  INDIAN  COMMISSIONERS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E50:LS] 

S'  Louis  Sep'  g""  1816 
SiE.  We  are  happy  to  have  the  honor  of  informing  you,  that  we 
have  finally  succeeded  in  bringing  to  a  satisfactory  adjustment  all 
difficulties  in  relation  to  adverse  claims  set  up  by  certain  Tribes  of 
Indians  to  the  lands  purchased  by  o\ir  Government  of  the  Sacs  & 
Foxes  in  1804; '  and  that  we  have  obtained  a  cession  of  a  tract  of 
Country  which  will  connect  that  purchase  with  Lake  Michagan 
agreeably  to  our  instructions.^ 

By  their  own  appointment^  the  Indians  interested  were  to  have 
met  us  at  this  place  in  July.  We  should  however  have  been  totally 
disappointed  had  we  not  taken  the  precaution  of  sending  a  special 
messenger  to  remind  them  of  their  promise  and  to  urge  them  to  a 
fulfilment  of  it;  for  in  the  mean  time,  some  of  the  unprincipled  British 
Traders,  who  have  been  constantly  endeavouring  to  oppose  and 
thwart  all  our  arrangements,  had  pursuaded  those  Indians  that  the 
small-pox  had  broken  out  at  this  place;  in  consequence  of  which,  they 
had  determined  not  to  return,  but  with  great  difficulty,  were  prevailed 
upon  to  disbelieve  the  report. 

A  deputation  of  Sacs  &  Foxes  to  attend  the  Treaty,  arrived  about 
the  first  of  August; '  but  competent  deputations  of  Ottowas,  Chip- 
pawas  Pottowattomies  and  Kickapoos,  did  not  arrive  imtill  about  the 
midde  of  that  month,  when  upwards  of  four  himdred,  including  all  of 
the  different  Tribes  attended. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Let.  Sent,  Bk.  7).  See  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, Sept.  23,  1816,  loc.  eit.,  recommending  Sloo  to  superintend  the  making  of 
the  road  in  question,  and  enclosing  a  copy  of  the  above  letter. 

'  Referring  to  the  treaty  concluded  May  13, 1816  (7  Stat.  141-142).  No  new 
cession  was  involved  in  this  treaty. 

>  Referring  to  the  treaty  concluded  Aug.  24,  1816,  with  the  Ottawa,  Chippewa, 
and  Potawatomi  Indians.  The  original  MS.  text  of  the  treaty  is  preserved  in 
NA  (SD,  Ind.  Treaties).  It  is  printed,  7  Stat.  146-148;  Kappler  (ed.),  Ind. 
Treaties,  ii,  132-133;  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  li,  95-96.  It  was  ratified  by  the 
Senate,  Dec.  23,  1816  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  iii,  64),  and  proclaimed  Dec.  30, 
1816.  The  tract  ceded  is  delineated  in  Royce,  Ind.  Land  Cessions,  map  17  (1), 
cession  designation  78. 

•  To  carry  out  certain  provisions  of  the  treaties  mentioned  above. 
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It  is  needless  to  recount  the  various  propositions  made  by  the 
Indians,  or  the  obstacles  we  had  to  encounter.  The  Treaty  which 
we  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  (of  which  the  Indians  have  an 
exact  copy)  will  exhibit  not  only  the  terms  of  our  agreement,  but  the 
pains  we  have  taken  to  avoid  any  future  misunderstanding  or  dispute. 
The  iviap  is  designed  to  illustrate  the  intentions  of  both  parties  in 
relation  to  the  future  boundary  between  them.  The  Indians  however 
believe  that  the  line  running  due  west  from  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michagan  to  the  Mississippi,  will  strike  about  the  mouth  of 
Rock  river;  and  they  are  very  anxious  it  should  be  run  as  soon  as  may 
be  practicable — it  would  have  been  more  satisfactory  to  them,  to 
have  introduced  such  a  stipulation  in  the  Treaty,  but  lest  some  dis- 
appointment might  take  place,  and  thereby  afford  some  ground  for 
complaint  or  pretext  for  a  \iolation  of  the  stipulations  on  their  part, 
we  thought  it  best  to  content  them  as  well  as  we  could  by  assuring 
them  that  their  wishes  should  be  properly  represented  to  the  Presi- 
dent; and  that  in  due  time  we  had  no  doubt  they  would  be  gratified. — 
And  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  it  as  our  opinion,  that  the  earliest  atten- 
tion to  this  business  is  necessary  and  important  on  several  accounts, 
and  particularly  so,  from  the  direction  which  the  military  surveys 
appear  now  to  be  taking. 

A  considerable  part  of  the  goods  which  were  directed  to  be  forwarded 
to  us,  not  having  arrived,  we  were  compelled  to  purchase  some  articles 
in  this  place,  of  which  an  Account  will  be  transmitted  herewith — 
Having  no  Invoice  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  ascertain  the  amount  of 
the  goods  which  we  distributed  and  consequently  it  could  not  be  stated 
in  the  Treaty ;  but  including  what  was  given  to  those  with  whom  we 
treated;  to  the  Kickapoos  their  allies,  and  to  the  Sacs  &  Foxes  who 
were  present,  the  amount  was  as  near  as  we  can  now  ascertain  it, 
about  (10.000)  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Within  the  boundary  which  we  were  directed  to  recede,  are  contained 
those  immensely  valuable  lead  mines  which  for  some  time  past  had 
attracted  and  occupied  much  public  attention;  and  which  had  been 
advertised  under  the  directions  of  the  Treasury  department  to  be 
leased  on  a  day  previous  to  our  Treaty.— On  which  day,  thirty  of 
them  had  ben  contracted  for  by  individuals,  with  the  land  Officers  of 
the  Kaskaskias  land  district.  Knowing  the  universal  clamour  that 
would  have  been  excited  by  the  entire  relinquishment  of  those  objects; 
and  not  being  certain  that  it  was  contemplated  or  intended  by  our 
instructions,  we  thought  it  ad\'isable  to  endeavour  to  introduce  into 
the  Treaty  a  stipulation  which  would  authorize  the  President  to  make 
such  reservations  as  would  include  all  those  mines,  and  we  fortunately 
succeeded  in  it. 
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The  principal  part  of  those  Indians  left  here  about  a  week  ago,  pro- 
fessing to  be  well  satisfied  with  out  Government,  and  apparently  more 
disposed  than  they  have  ever  been,  to  cherish  friendly  relations  with  the 
Citizens  of  the  United  States. — In  contracting  with  them  we  made 
the  best  bargain  we  could,  but  from  their  local  situation  and  their 
former  devotedness  to  the  British  interest,  it  is  immensely  important 
as  a  means  of  preserving  a  lasting  peace  with  them,  that  the  utmost 
liberality  of  the  Government  should  be  extended  to  them  for  two  or 
three  years  at  least.  Taking  all  things  into  consideration  we  do  not 
think  the  amount  of  goods  which  we  have  contracted  to  give  them,  a 
sufficient  equivalent  for  the  relinquishment  and  cession  which  we  have 
obtained  from  them;  but  by  contracting  to  give  them  no  more,  we 
have  left  room  for  the  Government  to  exceed  it's  obligations,  and 
thereby  to  produce  infinitely  more  favourable  impressions  upon  the 
minds  of  those  peopIe.^ — Indeed  as  they  have,  more  than  any  other 
Indians  with  whom  we  have  treated,  witnessed  the  power  and  resources 
of  the  British  nation,  and  know  but  little  of  those  of  our  own,  we  think 
it  would  be  attended  with  the  m.ost  beneficial  consequences,  if  on  some 
seasonable  opportunity,  a  few  of  their  Principal  Chiefs  could  be 
indulged  with  a  \asit  to  the  Atlantic  States. 

As  a  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  the  Treaty  the  principal 
Chiefs  of  the  Sacs,  Foxes  and  Kickapoos  attested  its  execution. 

It  is  but  Justice  to  acknowledge  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
negotiation  we  received  the  most  eminent  and  usefull  services  from 
Thomas  Forsyth  Esq"^  the  agent  for  the  Pottowattomies. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir,  your  Obd'  Hum' 
Serv" 

NiNIAN  EdV^^ARDS 

W"  Clark 
AuG'^  Chouteau 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  Sep^  9'"  1816.  Gov"  N.  Edwards  W"  Clarke 
&  Col  A.  Chouteau,  transmitting  an  Indian  treaty — give  an  account 
of  their  proceedings  &c  &c  October  1816. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

tNA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  10'"  Sept'  1816 
HoN"'^  Alex'  J  Dallas  Sec>'  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  The  act  of  6""  May  1812,  authorized  the  President  of  the  U  S, 
"to  cause  to  be  surveyed,  a  quantity  of  public  Lands,  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion," for  Military  bounties;^  &  directs,  that  the  Soldiers  shall  draw 

•  2  Stat.  728-730. 
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their  Lands  "by  Lot,  in  such  manner  as  the  officer  at  the  head  of  the 
Land  Office,  under  the  Direction  of  the  President  of  the  U  S,  may 
prescribe." 

Surveys  of  fifteen  Townships  in  the  IHinois  Territory  have  been 
received,  the  field  notes  describe  the  Lands,  the  descriptions  may  be 
divided  into  three  classes,  &  I  am  desirous  to  have  the  President's 
Instructions  which  of  those  classes  are  to  be  placed  in  the  Lottery. 

Class  1"  of  descriptions  Prairie,  rich  &  good  for  farming — Rich 
prairie — Good  farming  Land — Land  level,  second  rate. 

Class  2°"  Poor  Barrens — Poor  hilly  barrens — Low  ground  subject  to 
overflow — Low  swampy  land  Barren  Land.  A  grassy  Lake.  A 
perfect  swamp. 

Class  3"  A  Variety  of  descriptions,  apparently  of  quality  inferior 
to  the  1"  Class,  &  superior  to  the  2*  Class. 

With  respect  to  the  formation,  &  drawing  of  the  Lottery,  I  beg 
leave  to  suggest,  that  such  of  the  Lands  as  the  President  shall  direct 
to  be  placed  in  it  shall  be  described  on  tickets  (as  at  foot  hereof)  which 
tickets  shall  be  placed  in  a  lottery  wheel,  (having  a  seperate  wheel 
for  each  of  the  Territories)  out  of  which,  each  soldier,  or  his  agent, 
shall,  on  presenting  his  warrant,  draw  a  ticket;  if  the  warrant  calls 
for  320  acres,  the  party  shall  have  a  patent  for  the  half  section  de- 
scribed on  the  ticket;  if  the  Warrant  calls  for  160  Acres  the  party  shall 
have  a  patent  for  one  of  the  q'  Sections  described  on  the  ticket,  & 
the  other  q'  shall  be  returned  in  the  wheel. 

I  am  &c 

Form  of  Ticket. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  10'"  Septem'  1816. 
Benjamin  Stephenson,  Kaskaskias. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  16"  ult°  came  to  hand  in  due  course 
of  the  mail.'  It  was  immediately  referred  to  the  paymaster  general, 
from  whom  I  have  this  day  received  the  enclosed  report,  from  which 
it  appears,  that  he  conceives  sums  sufficient  to  discharge  all  the 
arrearages  of  pay  in  the  Illinois  and  Indiana  territories,  have  already 

'  Ante,  p.  377. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  391 

been  placed  in  the  hands  of  M'  Whitlock,  the  district  paymaster. 
It  appears  however  that  the  largest  portion  of  that  sum,  viz:  $150,000, 
was  transmitted  only  on  the  22"^  ultimo. 

This  circumstance,  it  is  hoped,  may  tend  to  remove  an  impression 
which  seems  to  have  been  made  on  your  mind,  unfavorable  to  the 
integrity  and  political  feelings  of  M'  Whitlock.  I  know  nothing  of 
this  gentleman,  except  that  the  paymaster  general  entertains  a  good 
opinion  of  him.  I  am  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  details 
of  the  labor  of  paying  troops,  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  time 
necessary  for  its  correct  performance,  but  1  confess  that  the  work 
seems  to  advance  in  every  part  of  the  Union,  with  a  tardiness  which 
wholly  disappoints  my  expectations. 

From  the  9'"  of  February  to  the  22*  of  August,  a  much  greater 
sum  than  $70,000  might  have  been  disbursed  without  an  effort.  If 
the  same  time  is  to  be  consumed  in  the  disbursement  of  the  sum 
lately  remitted,  more  than  twelve  months  will  elapse  before  that 
service  will  be  completed.  Not-withstanding  this  impression,  there 
is  just  groimds  to  beheve  that  any  attempt  to  withdraw  the  money 
remitted  from  his  hands,  will  be  productive  of  further  delay  instead 
of  putting  an  end  to  it.  Under  these  circumstances,  1  do  not  see 
how  it  is  possible  to  avail  myself  of  the  tender  of  your  services  which 
you  have  been  kind  enough  to  make.  Of  Governor  Edward's  pa- 
triotism and  disposition  to  render  any  service  to  the  government,  or 
to  his  fellow  citizens,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I  beg  you  to  believe, 
that  a  proper  estimate  is  made  of  your  disinterested  conduct  in  this 
affair;  and  that  under  any  other  circumstances  we  should  avail  our- 
selves of  your  services  in  discharging  the  claims  of  the  militia  and 
rangers  in  the  Illinois  territory. 

Mr.  Whitlock  will  be  informed,  that  you  have  been  assured  that 
the  sums  necessary  to  discharge  these  arrears,  have  been  placed  in 
his  hands,  and  that  any  unnecessary  delay  in  the  completion  of  this 
service,  will  incur  the  severest  censure  of  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  W"  H.  Crawford. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  AMBROSE  WHITLOCK 

[NA:  WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  lO*"  Sept^  1816. 
Ambrose  Whitlock  Paymaster  of  the  Militia  &c.  of  Illinois  &  Indiana 

Territories.  Vincennes. 

Sir,  Complaints  of  the  most  serious  nature  have  been  made  to  this 
department,  against  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  pajdng  the  rangers 
and  militia  in  the  Illinois  territory.    This  delay  has  been  so  great,  as 
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to  create  doubts  in  the  minds  of  the  parties  interested,  that  it  will  give 
you  no  pain  to  have  unnecessarily  excited  the  disgust  of  those  persons, 
against  the  administration.  Altho'  these  impressions  may  have  been 
produced  in  the  minds  of  men  already  soured  by  the  delays  which  have 
already  occurred,  and  which  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Executive 
part  of  the  government  to  prevent,  a  conviction  that  you  have  not 
been  wanting  in  your  duty  is  still  entertained.  At  the  same  it  is 
proper  to  state,  that  sums  received  in  the  months  of  February  and 
March,  ought,  in  the  opinion  of  this  department,  to  have  been  dis- 
bursed long  before  the  22''  of  August.  The  agents  of  the  government, 
especially  for  discharging  the  demands  of  individuals,  ought  to  be 
deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  dispatch,  and  no  effort  ought 
to  be  omitted  to  accomplish  services  of  this  natiu-e  with  the  least  pos- 
sible delay.  Lying  out  of  the  use  of  money,  to  which  an  indi\idual  is 
entitled,  is  at  all  times  inconvenient,  and  in  some  cases  productive  of 
the  most  serious  injury.  As  the  government  pays  no  interest  on  these 
demands,  the  obligation  to  discharge  them  without  unnecessary  delay 
is  greatly  increased.  If  it  was  apprehended  that  the  same  time  would 
be  necessary  to  disburse  the  last  remittance,  as  that  which  has  been 
consiuned  in  disposing  of  the  sum  of  $70,000  pre\'iously  received,  the 
most  serious  mortification  would  be  experienced.  Considering  the 
delay  which  has  already  taken  place,  and  the  strong  inducement  which 
exists  to  remove  unfavorable  impressions  already  made,  the  most  con- 
fident expectation  is  entertained,  that  the  payments  will  have  been 
completed  before  the  departure  of  M'  Stephenson  for  this  place,  to 
attend  the  meeting  of  Congress  in  Decern'  next.  That  Gentleman  is 
acquainted  with  the  fact  of  this  communication.* 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  W"  H.  Crawford. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 
[NA:GLO.  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  13'"  Sept'  1816. 
Michael  Jones  Shadrach  Bond  Esqr'  Kaskaskia 

Sirs  The  proposals  for  leasing  Lead  Mines,  which  you  transmitted 
in  your  letter  of  7'"  Ult" '  were  duly  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
U  States,  who  deems  it  "adviseable  to  suspend  the  final  sanction  to  the 
proposals  made  to  the  officers  at  Kaskaskia." 

I  am  &c 


'  Other  relevant  documents  are  Robert  Brent,  paymaster  general,  to  Edwards, 
June  20,  Nov.  7,  and  Nov.  19,  1812  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS,  printed,  Washburne, 
ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  in,  78-79,  83-85). 

'  AtUe,  p.  370. 
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JUDGE  THOMAS,  JUDGE  SPRIGG,  AND  JOHN  CALDWELL 

TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Appli cations :LS«) 

Shawnee  Town  Illinois  Territory  15,  Sep.  1816 
Sir,  Beleiving  that  the  office  of  Secretary  of  this  Territory  will 
become  vacant  in  consequence  of  M'  Pope  the  present  incumbent 
having  been  Elected  Delegate  to  Congress,  we  beg  leave  to  recommend 
Jephthah  Harden  Esq%  a  Gentleman  of  the  Bar  who  has  resided  in 
this  Territory  for  several  years  past  as  a  person  in  our  opmion  well 
qualified  to  fill  the  vacancy — This  is  the  same  Gentleman  who  was 
so  highly  recommended  last  fall  as  the  successor  of  Judge  Griswold. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully.  Sir,  your  most  ob*  Serv" 

Jesse  B.  Thomas 
W"  Sprigg 
Jn°  Caldwell 

The  Hon.  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  City  of  Washington. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  WILLIAM  RECTOR 
[NA:GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii] 

General  Land  Office  18*  Sept'  1816 
W"  Rector  Esq'  Surveyor  Gen'  &c  S'  Louis 

Sir  In  my  letter  of  9""  Inst.°  I  informed  you  that  fourteen  plats 
of  Townships  in  the  Illinois  Military  district  had  been  received  from 
M"  Tiffin;  on  looking  over  the  field  notes  I  find  the  variety  of  descrip- 
tions of  the  face  of  the  Country  so  great,  that  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ascertain 
which  may  be  denominated  "Land  fit  for  cultivation",  &,  as  such  was 
promised  by  Congress  to  the  late  army,  I  wish  that  the  deputy  who 
surveyed  the  above  named  townships,  &  all  other  deputies  employed  to 
survey  military  bounty  lands,  will  furnish  you  with  such  information 
as  will  enable  me  when  I  receive  it,  to  ascertain  what  Land  is  fit  for 
Cultivation,  &  what  is  not — perhaps  the  best  mode  (in  relation  to 
surveys  not  yet  transmitted)  would  be  to  colour  on  the  plats  the  lands 
considered  by  the  deputies  as  fit  for  cultivation. 

I  am  &c 


'  In  the  hand  of  Judge  Thomas. 
'  NA(GL0,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii). 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Let8.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  Sep'  18*"  1816 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmitt  you  my  Returns  for 
the  month  of  August,'"  the  have  been  Ready  for  Some  time  Waiting 
for  the  Receiver,  who  owing  to  Indisposition  has  been  unable  to  pre- 
pare his  Returns  sooner,  he  will  have  them  prepared  in  a  few  day, 
he  is  now  in  a  State  of  Convalescence,  his  Indisposition  is  the  Cause 
why  our  Books  were  not  Examined  Earley  in  Sep^— M"^  Street  at  present 
is  indisposed  but  will  in  a  few  days  be  able  to  attend  to  the  Exmination 

Yours  of  the  10'"  of  August  "  States  that  the  Final  Certificate 
N°  17  is  in  favour  of  Pumroy  Ass"  of  Mobley  for  The,  NE,  of  See" 
N°  33,  5  S,  10  E,  and  that  the  transfer  must  be  sent  to  the  General 
land  office  before  the  patent  will  be  transmitted  my  Clerk  who  put 
up  my  Returns,  appears  very  Confident  that  he  transmited  the 
Transfer  he  may  be  Mistaken  and  it  may  have  been  misslaid  in  my 
Office,  we  had  it  in  our  possession  But  at  present  Can  find  no  trace 
of  it,  M'  Pumroy  has  paid  the  Whole  of  the  Money  on  this  tract 
and  is  intitled  to  a  patent,  as  Mobley  is  not  a  Citizen  of  this  Teritory 
it  will  be  some  time  before  an  other  transfer  Can  be  Obtained,  as 
soon  as  practicable  it  shall  be  transmited 

With  regard  to  Moreland  he  by  some  Means  unknown  to  me 
became  Alarmed,  and  paid  up  his  first  enstalment  on  the  tract 
adjoining  the  Saline  Boundary  mentioned  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the 
11*"  August,'^  M'  White  the  Agent  of  the  Saline  informed  me  some 
time  past  that  he  should  Commence  a  Suit  against  Moreland  for 
Depredations  Commited  within  the  Saline  boundary,  which  I  presume, 
Sir,  Will  Superceed  the  Necessity  of  my  Interference  in  that  Case, 
Should  you  think  otherwise  and  Deem  it  advisable  for  me  to  proceed 
against  Moreland,  I  will  doe  it  without  delay.  But  it  might  lead 
M'  White  to  Supose  that  I  was  Infringeing  on  his  premises. 

You  inquire,  Sir,  in  Your  letter  of  the  29'"  of  Aug'  what  inconven- 
ancy  would  arise  if  the  Laws  required  the  payment  of  the  1/4*"  of 
the  purchase  Money  on  application  in  Stead  of  1/20  as  at  present 

I  think  sir,  it  would  bear  hard  on  the  poorer  Class  who  by  this 
araingement  in  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  often  times  are 
Enabled  to  secure  their  Improvements,  by  having  the  Indulgence 
of  40  or  90  Days,  Whereas  were  the  Compelled  to  pay  a  Compleat 
Instalment  down,  a  more  Wealthy  Rival  would  take  their  possession 


"  Not  present. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6),  which  consists  of  an  abstract  rather 
than  a  full  copy  of  the  letter. 
"  Ante,  p.  374. 
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from  them — It  Certainly  would  Curtail  the  Business  of  the  Land 
Offices  very  much,  and  as  such  would  be  a  desirable  araingement. 

But  however  Salutary  it  might  be  to  the  land  Officers  it  would  in 
my  Opinion,  be  disaprobated  by  the  Rich  as  well  as  the  poor,  for  the 
former  as  often  as  otherwise,  for  the  want  of  funds  Immediately  at 
Command,  Avail  themselves  of  the  Indulgence  given  by  law,  upon 
the  whole  I  am  of  Opinion  it  would  be  better  to  Continue  in  the  Old 
Mode  of  Doeing  the  business,  provided  Some  legal  method  Could  be 
devised  to  prevent  depredations  on  the  public  lands 

In  your  letter  of  the  26'"  of  July  "  you  Request  me  to  give  you 
my  Name  and  the  State  or  County  where  I  was  born  in  together  with 
my  Salery,  Thomas  Sloo  was  born  in  the  City  and  State  of  New 
York,  My  Salery  as  Register  of  the  land  office  at  Shawneetown  is 
five  hundred  Dollars  p"'  Annum. 

I  doe  not  supose  the  amount  of  my  Commission  on  the  Sales  of 
land,  came  within  the  purvieu  of  your  Request,  Should  it  be  Other- 
wise and  You  Should  Want  the  Yearly  amount  of  my  Commission 
before  I  Could  transmit  it  to  you  a  reference  to  my  Returns  of  Monies 
Entered  filed  in  the  General  Land  Office  Will  satisfy  you  on  that 
Subject  Immediately 

I  am  very  Respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

Tho=  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq"'  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Esq.  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Etidorsed]  Shawnee"  18  Sep  1816  Tho=  Sloo  Relative  to  Mobleys 
assign'  to  Pumroy.  M''  White  will  stop  depredations  on  Saline 
reservation    Ans"*  14  Octo''  '^ 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G103:ALS] 

S'  Louis  20'"  Sep'  1816 
Sir  Having  with  the  approbation  of  Gov"'  Edwards  fixed  on 
Peoria  as  the  position  for  the  establishment  of  the  agency  over  which 
I  am  appointed;  I  now  by  instruction  from  the  War  Department, 
enclose  an  Estimate  of  the  number  of  Mechanics,  their  pay,  &  emolu- 
ments, materials  necessary  for  farming,  stock  &°  which  will  be  re- 


's NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6). 
'*  Post,  p.  416. 
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quired  for  the  ensueing  year — I  have  also  enclosed  an  estimate  of 
such  goods  as  I  think  will  be  necessary  " — 
Respectfully  y'  Ob'  Ser' 

R  Graham 
Ind"  Ag'  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois 

The  HoNB"W°' H.Crawford    Secretary  of  War  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  20'"  Sep'  1816.  R.  Graham  Esq'  Advising 
that  Gov  Edwards  has  fixed  on  Praoria  for  his  Agency — Encloses  an 
estimate  of  Workman,  materials  &"  wanted  &c  &c  Oct  1816. 


JOHN  BOWYER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B329:ALS] 

Green  Bay  Agency  Sept.  20. 1816 
Sir  I  have  held  talks  with  the  principle  Chiefs  of  Minomenies, 
Winabagoes,  Chippaways  and  Attoways,  residing  in  this  Agency. 
They  all  appear  to  be  well  pleased  with  my  being  sent  to  reside  with 
them,  and  requested  me  to  say  they  thanked  the  President  for  Estab- 
lishing the  Factory  and  Blacksmith  at  this  place,  They  state  they  have 
always  been  imposed  upon,  by  the  Traders  &  people  who  have  worked 
for  them,  and  have  heretofore  got  but  little  for  their  peltry.  The 
Chiefs  of  the  Winabagoes,  made  Strong  objections  to  the  Building  a 
Fort  at  this  place.  But  after  two  or  three  talks,  they  were  apparently 
well  satisfied,  observing  they  had  been  repeatedly  told  the  Americans 
intended  to  take  their  lands,  and  that  Troops  and  Cannon  sending 
into  their  Country  was  for  this  purpose — but  now  as  they  were  satisfied 
we  did  not  want  their  lands,  they  were  pleased  the  President  had  sent 
his  young  men  amongst  them. 

I  am  fully  convinced  the  sooner  we  can  do  without  the  British 
traders  the  better  it  will  be  for  the  United  States  and  the  Indians, 
The  Traders  Notwithstanding,  all  the  restrictions  and  obligations, 
you  can  possible  lay  them  under,  will  poison  the  minds  of  the  Indians 
and  keep  up  the  British  Influence,  The  presents  given  to  the  Indians 
of  this  district  who  visited  Drvunmonds  Island  last  spring,  was  much 
larger  than  had  been  in  any  two  years  preceding;  and  I  firmly  believe 
the  Chiefs  promissed  the  British  not  to  suffer  the  United  States  to 
make  the  Establishment  on  Green  Bay— In  the  Spring  I  expect  to  be 
able  to  write  you  fully  on  this  Subject— All  the  Chiefs  and  their  families 
that  have  visited  me  expected  to  be  libraly  supplied  with  presents, 
I  had  but  few  to  make  them,  and  have  made  no  premisses,  but  have 
told  them  the  president  owed  them  nothing,  that  they  aught  to  be 


"  Enclosures  not  present. 
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satisfied,  he  had  forgiven  them  for  their  late  conduct  in  Joining  his 
enemies,  That,  I  did  not  doubt,  when  he  was  informed  they  had 
received  his  talks,  and  conducted  themselves  properly,  he  would 
further  consider  their  wants  and  do  something  for  their  women  an 
Children,  That  he  must  be  well  assured  of  this  before  they  could 
expect  much  from  him.  They  agreed  they  had  done  wrong  and  were 
sorry  for  it,  and  requested  I  would  assure  the  president  they  had  now 
taken  him  firmly  by  the  hand  and  would  never  deceive  him  again. 
That  they  had  been  deceived  by  their  old  father  the  British — who  in 
their  distress  left  them  to  the  mercy  of  United  States — they  would 
not  again  receive  his  talks,  They  were  done  with  him,  I  have  sent 
them  home  after  promissing  me  they  woud  send  their  Yoimg  men  to 
their  hunting  grounds  and  return  in  the  Spring  with  their  furs  to  the 
Factory — 

The  whole  of  the  presents,  intended  for  this  agency  by  some  mistake 
have  been  sent  to  Chicago — and  I  have  only  received  the  enclosed 
list  of  Articles  marked  for  Chicago — I  have  been  Obliged  to  git  out 
of  the  Factory  some  Articles  to  give  to  the  principle  Chiefs 

The  want  of  Medals,  Arm  Bands,  and  Bunting  for  small  Flags, 
has  caused  me  considerable  trouble,  under  the  expectation  of  receiving 
those  articles,  I  demanded  from  the  Chiefs  the  Medals  &c  they  had 
received  from  the  British,  promissing  I  would  replace  them  with  those 
of  the  United  States,  All  the  Chiefs  that  have  visited  me  since  I  made 
the  demand  have  delivered  me  their  Medals  &c  as  I  had  none  to  give 
in  return,  I  considered  myself  Bound  to  pay  them  well,  and  promise 
to  replace  them  so  soon  as  they  can  be  had,  I  beg  you  will  order  twenty 
Large  &  twenty  Small  Medals,  the  same  Number  of  Arm  &  wrist 
Bands  and  twenty  small  Flags  as  early  in  the  Spring  as  possible — I 
need  not  urge  to  you  the  necessity  of  forwarding  at  the  same  time  a 
moderate  supply  of  Goods  for  presents  to  the  Chiefs,  their  families 
and  other  influential  Indians — I  am  satisfied  no  Buildings  will  be 
erected  for  the  Agency,  unless  you  give  a  positive  order  to  the  Com- 
manding officer,  should  you  think  proper  to  give  the  order  I  beg  it 
may  be  forwarded  without  delay — Houses  cannot  be  Built  at  this 
plase  but  by  the  Troops,  workmen  are  not  to  be  had  for  any  price, 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  pass  the  winter,  in  a  Hovel  at  an  extravegent 
rent  " — 

I  am  Sir  Respectfully  your  Ob'  Ser' 

Jn°  BowYER  Indian  Agent 

The  Honb'^  William  H  Crawford    Sec*^  of  War 


"  See  similar  but  briefer  letter  from  Bowyer  to  Governor  Cass,  of  Michigan 
Territory,  no  date,  1816  (,W.  H.  C,  xix,  440-441). 
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[Endorsed]    Green  Bay  Agency    20  Sep*'  1816  John  Bowyer    In 
relation  to  Indian  Affairs — Oct  1816 

[Enclosure] 

John  Bowyer  to  the  Secretary  of  War 

[September  20,  1816] 
List  of  Indian  Goods  intended  for  Chicago — received  at  Green 
Bay — in  the  month  Augt.  1816 
Viz.  14.  p"  Blue  Cloth— 

1— Barell  of  Cut  &  Dry  Tobacco— 
16.  p"  Shawls— 20  p"  Coarse  Muslin,  12.  p"  of 
Furniture  Callico.  4  p"  Ditto  Damaged 
Those  Articles  came  on  without  Invoice  or  letter,  in  the  Schooner 
George  Washington;  Dobbins  Master — 
Green  Bay  20'"  Sept  1816 

Jn°  Bowyer  Indian  Agent 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

INA:WD,  SWDF,E62:ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  SepV  2A.  1816 
Sir    I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you,  a  letter  from 
Majr  Graham  inclosing  an  estimate  of  expenses  necessary  to  be  in- 
curred in  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  of  his  appointment,"  which 
estimate  he  informs  me  requires  my  sanction. 

Having  received  no  instructions  whatever  in  relation  to  him,  or  any 
other  agent,  it  is  impossible  that  I  should  feel  otherwise  than  much 
at  a  loss  how  to  act — I  however  approve  of  the  objects  which  he 
proposes  to  accomplish,  &  think  the  means  he  requires  necessary  for 
those  purposes — 

As  to  the  merchandize  which  he  requests  for  distribution — I  will 
remark  that  it  is  my  most  decided  opinion,  that  every  dictate  of  good 
policy  recommends  the  utmost  liberality,  (for  a  few  years  at  least) 
towards  the  Indians  of  the  Illinois  river,  &  those  who  live  between 
Lake  Michagan  &  the  Missisippi  river — Nothing  less,  can  wean  them 
from  British  influences  to  which  they,  more  than  any  other  Indians, 
in  these  Territories  have  long  been  devoted — Peace  with  them  is 
more  important  than  with  any  others,  because  their  proximity  to 
our  frontiers  enables  them  to  do  us  most  injury — Their  hostility 
would  at  once  put  an  end  to  the  surveying,  or  occupying  of  the  mili- 
tary lands — And  they  have  recently  made  such  concessions,  and 
relinquished  such  favorite  objects,  that  they  ought  to  be  made  to 

"  Not  present. 
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feel  that  they  have  not  lost  by  so  doing — If  they  can  be  kept  in  a 
good  humor  for  two  or  three  years,  the  growth  of  our  population,  by 
the  appeals  it  will  then  make  to  their  fears,  will  prevent  all  future 
danger. 

I  have  not  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  answers  to  several  letters 
in  which  I  requested  instructions  upon  subjects,  that  I  deemed  of 
some  moment  '* — and  I  beg  leave  with  all  due  respect  to  remind  you, 
that  my  situation  in  relation  to  the  Superintendency  of  Indian  affairs 
within  this  Territory,  for  the  causes  mentioned  in  the  long  letter  I 
wrote  you  last  winter, '^  is  really  very  unpleasant  to  me — 

If  I  have  given  no  proofs  of  incapacity  for  the  management  of 
Indian  affairs  within  my  own  superintendency,  you  will  readily  per- 
ceive that  it  can  not  fail  to  be  considered  cause  of  mortification  to  me, 
that  any  agent  for  Indians  within  this  Territory  should  be  continued 
under  Gov^  Clarks  control;  as  is  the  case  of  Blondeau  the  agent  of  the 
Sacs,  who  has  returned  to  his  station  on  Rock  river — Nor  do  I  con- 
sider the  case  of  M'  Bolvine  as  very  different,  as  he  resides  within 
this  Territory  at  Praire  du  Chien — It  seems  to  me  that  nothing  can 
be  more  reasonable,  than  that  the  powers  of  Gov  Clark,  &  myself 
should  be  confined  exclusively  to  our  respective  Territories — and 
that  all  agents  should  be  placed  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
Superintendent  within  whose  limits  they  reside — This  done  in  relation 
to  Gov'  Clark,  &  myself,  no  further  difficulty  will  arise — but  without 
some  remedy,  collisions  the  most  impleasant,  cannot  much  longer  be 
postponed — 

Were  Blondeau  (a  half  Indian)  under  my  exclusive  control,  I 
should  think  myself  in  conscience,  and  in  honor  bound,  to  pledge 
myself  to  you,  that  he  is  incapable  of  making  out  any  reports;  that 
his  attachment  to  our  Gov'  is  not  to  be  relied  on;  that  he  has  on 
several  occasions  manifested  a  disposition  to  extort  money  from  the 
agents  of  the  Gov',  in  a  very  exceptionable  manner,  showing  his  total 
destitution  of  any  pretensions  to  patriotism;  which  is  known  to  my 
brother  commissioners — &  that  he  is  constantly  engaged  in  trade  with 
the  Indians,  notwithstanding  his  agency.  &  therefore  I  should  think 
some  good  American  ought  to  be  prefered  to  him- — If  this  man  is  to 
be  continued  under  Gov'  Clarks  control,  I  should  be  very  glad  that 
he  could  be  stationed  within  the  Missouri  Territory,  for  I  would 
infinitely  rather  have  no  agent,  than  one  in  whom  I  cannot  confide — 

It  also  appears  to  me,  that  policy  requires  that  all  annuities  should 
be  paid  by  the  superintendent  within  whose  limits,  the  Indians  to 
whom  they  are  due  reside.    And  I  do  think  that  the  most  obvious 


'8  Cf.  ante,  pp.  318,  347. 

>»  Not  definitely  identified;  cf.  ante,  pp.  253,  308. 
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reasons  require  that  both  Gov'  Clark  and  myself  should  in  distributing 
presents,  be  confined  to  the  Indians  who  reside  within  our  respective 
Territories — for  otherwise  as  neither  can  know  what  the  other  gives, 
double  the  quantity  that  might  be  necessary  might  be  given  to  the 
same  Indians — and  where  they  have  two  fathers  to  look  up  to,  they  will 
always  be  dissatisfied  with  the  one,  that  does  not  give  them  as  much 
as  the  other — In  fact  I  had  rather  be  left  to  manage  the  Indians 
within  my  superintendency  in  my  own  way,  being  answerable  for  the 
success  of  it — 

Concerning  M'  Forsyth,  I  have  heretofore  applied  for  instructions, 
but  as  yet  have  received  none — He  was  originally  appointed  an  agent 
to  reside  at  Peoria,  but  for  several  years  has  lived  at  S'  Louis — where 
he  is  a  justice  of  the  peace — Of  his  residence  at  the  latter  place,  you 
were  informed  by  Gov'  Clark,  as  appears  by  his  letter  contained  in 
yoiu-  official  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  fur  trade — Maj'  Graham 
has  selected  Peoria  for  his  residence,  and  as  I  before  suggested,  I 
know  not  in  what  light  to  view  M'  Forsyth— ^  should  be  unwilling 
to  be  considered  responsible  for  any  agent's  residing  so  far  from  the 
station,  which  was  originally  contemplated  for  him — because  in  that 
situation,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  execute  the  objects  of  his  appoint- 
ment— No  agent  residing  at  S'  Louis,  or  Kaskaskia,  could  be  of  any 
such  assistance  to  me,  as  is  contemplated  by  the  appointment  of 
M'  Forsyth— for  within  that  distance,  I  am  alone  competent  to  the 
duties  of  the  superintendency  of  Indian  afi'airs — &  as  things  now 
stand,  if  M'  Forsyths  services  are  wanting  at  Peoria,  the  gov'  must 
be  burthened  with  all  the  expenses  of  his  trips  to  that  place,  which  has 
been  the  case  for  some  years — This  agent  was  not^placed  under  my 
command  till  last  year,  and  soon  after  that,  I  was  notified  of  Maj' 
Grahams  appointment  to  reside  at  Peoria — and  did  not  know  but 
that  it  was  intended  to  supercede  Forsyth,  as  there  can  be  no  manner 
of  use  for  two  agents  at  the  same  place — 

If  this  state  of  things  should  produce  any  difficulty  I  cannot  forbear 
suggesting  that  M'  Forsyth  is  in  every  respect  vastly  the  superior  of 
M'  Blondeau,  &  that  if  it  should  be  deemed  advisable  to  displace 
either,  it  ought  to  be  the  latter,  in  which  case  M'  Forsyth  could  be 
directed  to  occupy  M'  Blondeaus  station  at  Rock  river  as  agent  for 
the  Sacs.  But  in  all  cases  of  Agents  within  this  Territory,  I  beg  leave 
earnestly  to  recommend  that  they  shall  be  enjoined  to  reside  within 
their  respective  agencies— and  that  they  shall  be  expressly  prohibited 
from  engaging  in  any  trade  with  the  Indians  if  you  think  (as  I  certain- 
ly do—)  that  their  so  engaging  in  trade,  is  expressly  contrary  to 
law — Entertaining  the  opinion  that  no  superintendent  of  Indian 
affairs;  no  persons  specially  authorized  to  grant  licenses,  &  no  Indian 
agents  can  be  permitted  to  engage  in  any  Indian  trade.     I  shall  feel 
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it  my  duty  (unless  otherwise  instructed)  if  the  practice  by  agents  shall 
not  be  abandoned,  to  commence  prosecutions  against  them — The 
necessity  for  which,  would  most  probably  be  avoided  by  the  slightest 
hint  from  youi'self — 

I  had  the  honor  in  the  course  of  the  past  summer  to  solicit  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  agent  for  the  Kickapoos,  combining  with  it  that  of 
assistant  to  the  superintendent,  for  objects  specified  in  my  letter,  and 
for  reasons,  which  I  persuade  myself  will  be  deemed  satisfactory  by 
you,  whenever  your  leisure  will  permit  you  to  consider  them — I  maybe 
mistaken,  but  I  know  of  no  appointment  in  relation  to  Indian  affairs, 
that  I  consider  more  necessary;  nor  more  likely  to  be  attended  with 
beneficial  consequences  and  it  is  an  object  of  great  importance  that 
the  Indians  East  of  the  Missisippi  should  be  managed  most  judiciously 
for  two  or  three  years  to  come — 

If  you  have  at  your  command  any  spare  copies  of  yoiu"  report  to  the 
Senate  on  the  subject  of  the  fur  trade,  I  should  be  very  much  gi-atified 
if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to  send  me  one — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Sir  Yr  Mo  Obd'  Serv' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honb"  William  H  Crawford    Sec.  of  War 

[Addressed]  The  Honble  William  H  Crawford  Sec.  of  War  Wash- 
inton  City    [Postmarked]     Kaskaskia  Sept.  26'"  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111  Terry  24  Sep"-  1816.  Gov  Ninian 
Edwards    relative  to  Indian  Affairs  &  Indian  Agents.    Nov  1816.-° 


GOVERNOR    EDWARDS    TO    THE    SECRETARY    OF    WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E56:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  SepC  30. 1816 
Sir  By  the  last  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
second  Inst  ^' —  requiring  me  to  furnish  as  soon  as  practicable,  a  list 
of  all  the  sub  agents,  interpreters,  and  other  persons  employed  within 
my  agency,  specifying  the  amount  of  compensation,  pay  and  emolu- 
ments allowed  to  each,  &  the  state  or  country  in  which  they  were  born. 
In  compliance  with  which  I  hereto  annex  the  following  list 

Nicholas  Boulvine    Indian  Agent  at  Prarie  du  Chien,  his  compensa- 
tion $1200  pr  annum,  he  was  born  in  France — 

'"  Answered  post,  p.  417.  See  more  detailed  instructions,  Mar.  26,  1817  (NA, 
OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D,  printed,  Edwards,  Hist.  Ill,  pp.  543-544),  and 
similarly  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri  Territory,  same  date  {Terr.  Papers,  La.- 
Mo.,  XIV). 

"  NA  (OIA,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C);  a  circular  to  Governors. 
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Maurice  Blondeau— Indian  agent  for  the  Sacs  at  Rock  river — his  com- 
pensation $800  pr  annum,  he  is  a  half  Indian,  place  of  his  birth 
not  known — 

Thomas  Forsyth  Indian  agent  at  Peoria  his  compensation  $600  pr 
annum  &  3  rations  pr  day.  he  was  born  at  Detroit  while  that  Post 
belonged  to  Great  Britain. 

Richard  Graham  Indian  Agent  at  Peoria  his  compensation,  not 
exactly  known  by  me — he  was  born  in  Virginia. 

Jacques  Mette  Interpretter  of  the  Pottowottomie  language,  his 
compensation  one  dollar — and  one  and  an  half  rations  pr  day — 
he  was  born  at  Detroit  while  that  post  belonged  to  Great  Britain 

Peter  Menard  Interpretter  of  the  Kaskaskia  &  Piankashaw  languages. 
&  translator  of  the  FVench  language — his  compensation  one  dollar 
and  one  ration  pr  day.    he  was  born  in  Canada — 

The  post  at  Green  Bay,  and  the  village  called  La  Bay  are  both 
within  this  Territory  but  I  am  not  informed  who  is  the  agent  there, 
nor  what  his  compensation,  nor  where  he  was  born — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully    Sir    Y'  M"  Obd'  Serv* 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honble  W"  H  Crawford  Sec.  of  War 

[Addressed]  The  Hon'ble  William  H.  Crawford  Sec.  of  War 
Washington  City  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  30  Sep'  1816.  Gov  Ninian  Edwards 
report  of  persons  employed  in  the  Ind"  Dept  in  that  Territory  with  the 
place  of  nativity  &  salary — Oct  1816.     To  come  in  at  the  foot. 

Nicho'  Boilvin — Tho»  Forsyth     Maurice  Blondeau    Peter  Menard 
Note — Gov  Clark  &  Gov  Edwards  quote  the  above  Agents  as  being 
within  their  respective  jurisdictions.     Quare? 


JOHN  POPE  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 
[NA  :  SD,  Applications  :  ALS) 

[September  30,  1816] 
Dr  Sir  Permit  me  to  press  on  your  attention  for  the  office  of 
Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory  M'  Daniel  W.  Cook  "  of  that 
Territory — He  is  a  man  of  real  worth  in  politics  a  republican  &  friend 
to  the  administration  He  was  a  student  of  mine  &  I  beg  leave  to 
assure  you  that  in  recommending  him  I  am  influenced  only  by  personal 
regard  &  a  knowledge  of  his  qualifications  &  good  qualities — I  shall 


"  Error  for  Daniel  P.  Cook. 
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be  much  gratified  by  his  appointment  ^^  — accept  assurances  of  my 
respect  &  esteem — Yours  &c 

John  Pope 
Lexington  Sep^  SO'"  1816 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA  :  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo. :  ALS] 

S»  Louis  Sep'  SO"- 1816 
Sir  I  received  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  examining  the  Land- 
Office  at  Kaskaskia  ^* — The  press  of  business  at  this  time  in  my  Office 
puts  it  out  of  my  power  to  go  to  Kaskaskia  for  that  purpose — I  how- 
ever authorised  Barthelemie  Cousin  Esq''  to  make  that  examination 
agreeably  to  your  instructions  M'  Cousin  set  out  for  Kaskaskia,  in 
time  to  Commence  the  examination  this  day — 

M"^  Caldwell  receiver  of  public  monies  at  Shawnee  town  has  notified 
me  that  he  has  not  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  pay  for  the  Bills  I  have 
drawn  in  his  favour  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States — Other 
demands  will  in  a  short  time  be  presented  by  Deputy  Surveyors 
which  I  fear  M''  Caldwell  will  be  unable  to  pay.  I  understand  there 
is  Eight  or  ten  thousand  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  Receiver  at 
Kaskaskia,  it  would  be  very  convenient  for  Dep''  Surveyors  to  draw 
their  fees  at  that  place.  By  the  next  mail  I  intend  to  forward  to  you 
my  Acct°  &c  up  to  the  present  day 

I  am  with  great  respect  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

HONBLE  J  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office  Washing- 
ton City. — 

[Addressed]  The  HonbP  Josiah  Meigs  Commission  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office    Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  St.  Louis  30  Sep.  1816  W"  Rector  wants  Money  at  Kas- 
kaskia   Ans"  24""  Octo'  ^^  &  informed  the  Sec''  of  Treas'' 


"  Cook  served  as  temporary  Secretary  of  the  Territory  from  Sept.  22,  1816,  to 
Dec.  17,  1816,  for  which  service,  including  office  rent,  he  was  paid  the  sum  of 
$260,  according  to  the  auditor's  certificate  dated  Oct.  1,  1817  (GAG,  Misc.  Treas. 
Acct.  No.  35,535  [1817]).  See  post,  p.  474.  This  ad  interim  term  bridged  the  gap 
between  the  resig:nation  of  Secretary  Pope,  ante,  p.  386,  who  had  been  elected 
Delegate  to  Congress,  and  the  commissioning  of  Secretary  Philips  on  Dec.  17, 
1816,  post,  p.  453. 

"  Not  found. 

^  NA(GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii),  stating  that  presumably  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  would  place  $10,000  at  Kaskaskia  for  Rector's  use. 
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BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON  AND  EDWARD  HEMPSTEAD" 
TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Edwardsville  Oct  1"  1816 
Sir,  a  vacancy  having  been  occasioned  in  the  office  of  Secretary 
of  the  Illinois  Temtory  by  the  resignation  of  the  last  incumbent, 
and  Daniel  P.  Cook  Esq'  being  a  candidate  for  that  appointment,  I 
have  though  proper  to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  his  qualifications, 
and  in  so  doing  I  feel  no  hesitation  in  recommending  him  as  a  Gentle- 
man of  every  necessary  qualification  to  discharge  the  duties  of  that 
office,  or  any  other,  the  duties  of  which  not  being  more  arduous  and 
difficult  than  those  of  Secretary  and  I  am  free  to  express  an  entire 
confidence  in  his  integrity  &  fidelity  and  believe  him  wort[h]y  of 
Honorable  patronage — 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain.  Sir  Your  Obt  Ser' 

B.  Stephenson 

I  am  well  acquainted  with  Daniel  P.  Cook  Esq',  and  can  recommend 
him  as  a  Gentleman  of  talents,  information,  respectability  and 
Integrity,  and  whose  political  Sentiments  are  decidedly  Republican. 
October  1.  1816 

E  Hempstead 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable,  James  Madison  President  of  the 
United  States    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  1.  Oct.  1816.  M'  Stephenson  recommends  Daniel  P. 
Cook  as  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
(NA:GLO  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Receivers  Office  a  Kaskaskia  October  S"'  1816 
Sir  In  my  letter  to  you  of  the  17'"  ult."  I  informed  you  that  my 
books  were  posted  to  the  31"  of  August  last  —in  this  statement  I 
committed  a  small  error — Eli  Langford  made  a  payment  on  the  30'" 
of  August  which  was  the  only  one  made  from  the  26'"  to  the  31"  of 
that  month — that  entry  is  posted  in  the  individual  account  but  I  find 
it  is  not  in  the  general  account — I  think  it  the  more  necessary  to  make 
an  immediate  statement  of  this  to  you  as  Barthelemie  Cousins  Esq. 
has  been  here  to  examine  my  books  &c.  and  that  difference  may  appear 

"  An  early  lawyer  in  Indiana  Territory  and  a  former  Delegate  in  Congress 
from  Missouri  Territory,  for  whom  see  Philbrick,  Lawe  Ind.  Terr.,  pp.  cclxrix- 
cclxxx. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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between  his  statement  and  mine  if  he  makes  the  difference  my  books 
would  appear  as  posted  only  to  the  26""  when  all  that  is  wanting  to 
complete  them  to  the  31"'  is  what  I  have  stated  above — the  error  I 
hope  &  trust  you  will  excuse  when  you  are  made  acquainted  with  the 
great  crowd  of  business  to  which  we  have  had  to  attend  since  the 
day  before  I  wrote  the  above  letter — 

From  the  16'"  to  the  30'"  Sept.  inclusive  we  have  had  applications 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  Receipts  a  great  part  of  which  were  of 
the  most  difficult  kind — a  great  portion  of  the  applicants  had  claims 
to  tender  in  part  payment  for  the  lands  which  they  bought  &  I  have 
had  to  issue  a  great  many  receipts  for  repayments  of  claims  as  well  as 
cash — these  have  been  very  lengthy  which  you  will  see  when  they  are 
forwarded — the  examination  of  the  title  papers  consumed  much  time — 
all  this  had  to  be  done  by  myself  and  one  young  man  who  was  all  that 
I  could  get  to  assist  me  in  my  Office — and  indeed  we  have  been  sq 
much  pressed  with  other  business  we  have  not  been  able  to  make  one 
entry  in  the  journal  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter — but  I  intend  that 
the  young  man  who  writes  for  me  shall  commence  with  the  books 
tomorrow  and  continue  at  them  untill  they  are  brought  up  and  my 
reports  made  which  shall  be  done  as  soon  as  is  consistent  with  neatness 
and  accuracy — the  Registers  time  as  well  as  my  own  will  be  nearly 
all  taken  up  from  this  to  the  14'"  instant  in  making  preparations  for 
the  sales,  classing  the  fractions  &c  &c — As  monday  was  the  last  day 
allowed  to  give  unlocated  claims  in  payment  for  lands  that  business 
has  closed  which  has  presented  more  difficulties  I  expect  than  ever 
has  existed  in  any  other  land  Office  in  the  United  States — this  business 
having  closed  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  as  soon  as  I  get  my  books  up 
again  I  can  with  ease  keep  them  so  and  they  shall  be  punctually 
attended  to — 

The  Paymaster  of  this  district  is  now  paying  the  Rangers  which 
will  put  a  great  deal  of  money  into  circulation  and  I  expect  a  number 
of  people  will  shortly  be  in  to  pay  their  second  instalments  so  that  if 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasmy  should  think  proper  to  draw  on  me  before 
I  can  complete  my  last  quarterly  report  I  think  he  can  draw  with 
safety  for  nearly  the  amount  that  M'  Cousins  has  reported  ,to  be  in 
my  hands  which  information  I  wish  you  to  give  him  as  I  would  be 
glad  to  have  the  money  out  of  my  hands  '^ 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

To  The  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs  Esq.  Commissioner  of  the  Gen. 
Land  Office  Washington  City 

2'  There  are  other  letters  from  Bond  to  Meigs  during  1816  not  here  printed, 
which  are  mainly  routine  in  nature,  in  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.), 
Likewise,  there  are  numerous  routine  letters  from  Meigs  to  Bond  for  the  same 
year  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bks.  6  and  7). 
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[Addressed]  To  the  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs    Commissioner  of  the  Gen. 

Land  Office  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  Octr — 
10'"    Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia    3"*  Oct'  1816    S  Bond    State  of  his  books 


JOHN  O'FALLON  TO  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON 

[NA:  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Recd:ALS] 

Mouth  of  Fox  river  (Green  Bay)  8'"  October  1816 
Dear  Sir/  Your  very  friendly  favour  and  the  enclosure  from  Gen' 
Parker  of  last  winter  I  had  the  happiness  of  receiving  by  the  express, 
you  executed  the  request  contained  in  my  letter  to  you  much  beyond 
my  expectations  and  the  military  board  which  investigated  the  subject 
of  my  rank  did  not  hesitate  to  decide  in  my  favour — A  new  arrange- 
ment of  the  command  of  the  Posts  on  these  Lakes  which  gave  to  Col 
Jn°  Miller  the  immediate  command  of  Mackinac  (to  whom  I  take  the 
liberty  of  confiding  this  letter  to  you  and  who  is  doubtless  in  my 
opinion  the  first  of  his  grade  in  the  army)  caused  the  removal  of  the 
Riflemen  to  this  place  where  we  arrived  on  the  8'"  of  August  last  in 
four  Vessels  accompanied  by  a  detachment  of  Artillery  and  four 
companies  of  the  3""  Infantry,  Commanded  by  Col  Miller;  Four 
companies  two  of  Riflemen  and  the  same  of  Infantry  constitute  the 
military  force  here  commanded  by  Lieut  Col  Chambers  of  Riflemen — 
But  the  additional  force  accompanied  the  expedition  hither  as  a 
precaution  against  any  opposition  from  the  Indians,  it  having  been 
reported,  but  without  any  foundation  that  such  was  their  intention 
and  with  which  view  they  were  embodied  at  this  place  to  the  number 
of  800  warriors — but  instead  of  such  manifestations,  few  were  to  be 
seen  and  their  conduct  most  humiliating. 

But  one  vessel  and  that  a  Small  sloop  previous  to  ours  had  ever 
before  attempted  the  navigation  of  Green  Bay  which  is  about  ninety 
miles  deep  and  was  discovered  to  possess  a  most  safe,  easy  and  ex- 
peditious navigation  and  our  apprehensions  with  regard  to  the 
passage  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Fox  river  were  soon  removed  by 
finding  a  channel  crossing  it  exceeding  two  fathoms  of  water — Macki- 
nac is  computed  to  be  200  miles  and  the  Mississippi  350  from  this 
place,  the  Portage  of  the  Ousconsin  is  reckoned  half  way  to  the  latter. 
We  are  erecting  the  Fort  on  the  position  where  the  French  had 
formerly  stockaded,  it  is  a  most  happy  selection,  being  situated  about 
one  mile  up  this  river,  and  one  half  mile  below  a  Mongrel  French 
Settlement  which  extends  up  the  river  for  five  miles  on  both  sides — and 
is  inhabited  by  about  forty  families,  which  are,  with  the  exception  of 
its  Head  in  some  instances,  nearest  allied  to  the  Indians,  whose 
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language,  habits  and  Character  most  prevail  with  them; — ^These 
people,  in  consequence  of  the  frequent,  wanton  and  unrestrained 
depredations  that  have  been  committed  upon  their  property  by  the 
Indians,  are  reduced  to  the  most  distressing  want — and  finding  it 
useless  and  impolitic  to  raise  from  their  farms  any  more  than  is 
sufficient  for  a  bare  subsistence,  what  exceeding  it  being  invariably 
taken  from  them,  they  have  become  a  most  indolent  and  wretched 
looking  people — Their  subsistence  being  Bread  of  Flour,  the  vege- 
tables from  their  gardens  and  wild  rice,  which  is  gathered,  in  great 
abundance  near  the  shores  of  this  river  and  its  Lakes,  by  the  Indians, 
who,  while  residing  on  this  river,  have  no  other  dependence,  there 
being  no  game  of  Consequence  nearer,  in  that  direction,  than  the 
Ousconsin. 

The  eye  in  every  direction  from  this  position  is  presented  with 
objects  interesting  and  amusing — The  \'iew  down  the  Bay  uninter- 
rupted and  in  other  directions  are  plains  and  a  country  variagated  and 
delightfully  situated — possessing  a  Climate  and  soil  for  healthiness  and 
fertility  Surpassed  by  none.  In  this  Settlement  their  has  not  been 
since  our  arrival  one  instance  of  indisposition  save  what  was  produced 
by  casualties  and  of  300  men  of  which  our  force  nearly  consists  not  a 
man  is  reported  sick  notwithstanding  the  monstrous  and  oppressive 
fatigues  and  exposures  to  which  they  are  necessarily  subjected — 

This  river  is  about  400  yards  wide  its  current  gentle,  sufficiently 
deep  to  the  rapids,  which  is  five  miles,  for  any  vessels  that  navigate 
these  lakes  and  to  the  Portage  for  Batteaus  or  large  Keel  Boats — 
The  Ousconsin,  which  is  seperated  by  a  portage  of  only  one  and  a 
half  miles,  is  rather  larger,  bold  and  rapid — 

It  is  to  me  most  extraordinary  that  our  Gov'  should  suffer  this 
Country  to  remain  unknown,  which  is  unquestionably  the  most 
desirable  on  the  Lakes,  and,  if  reports  are  true,  abounds  with  Copper, 
lead  and  Iron  ore  and  curiosities  worthy  of  immediate  discovery. 
Indians  report  that  the  Falsovoin  river,  which  empties  into  this  Bay 
about  30  miles  from  here,  and  is  the  largest  belonging  to  it,  receives 
its  source  from  Lake  Superior,  and  it  is  a  fact,  that  all  the  branches 
of  this  river  coming  from  the  north  interlock  and  form  small  portages 
with  Streams  that  empty  into  Lake  Superior  and  every  Spring  there 
is  an  interchange  of  the  waters  of  this  river  and  the  Ousconsin — 

We  are  all  to  a  man  busily  engaged  with  the  erection  of  our  quarters 
which  in  consequence  of  their  tedious  construction  and  the  difficulty 
attending  the  procuring  and  transporting  the  materials  cannot  be 
prepared  for  our  reception  earlier  than  December  next — 

By  next  summer  our  army  will  be  much  reduced  by  discharges, 
say  one  half,  and  very  few  of  these  can  be  reenlisted^Of  my  company 
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I  have  already  discharged  six  without  a  reenlistment  and  by  next 
spring  will  loose  so  large  a  number  as  will  leave  me  without  a  com- 
mand— This  circumstance,  my  dear  Sir,  with  others  of  greater  con- 
sideration, have  determined  me  to  endeavour  to  withdraw  from  the 
Army — An  Officer  of  my  Grade,  with  the  strictest  economy,  cannot 
support  himself  in  a  country  so  remotely  situated  as  this,  where  a 
barrel  of  Pork  sells  from  $75  to  100  dollars  and  every  other  article 
in  that  proportion — Being  poor  I  am  unwilling  to  return  as  yet  to 
the  country  of  my  relations  and  friends  for  whom  I  must  ever  en- 
tertain the  tenderest  affection,  and  believe  no  one's  disposition  better 
suited  for  the  enjojonent  of  their  society — But  it  is  not  the  country  so 
much  as  my  present  situation  with  which  I  am  dissatisfied — For 
being  from  my  infancy  familiarised  to  the  rude  wilds  here  exhibited 
they  present  nothing  disagreeable  or  unpleasant  to  me  and  could  be 
perfectly  contented  in  it  for  a  few  years,  if  in  a  situation  that  would 
better  accord  with  my  notions  of  independence — 

Having  resolved  for  many  months  past  to  make  application  for 
the  Appointment  of  Indian  Agent  or  Indian  Factor  situated  on  the 
Mississippi  or  any  of  its  waters  and  recollecting  your  very  friendly 
offer  of  cooperation  with  my  Uncle  Gov  Clark  I  have  been  induced 
to  communicate  it  to  him  with  my  present  views — 

Gov*  intending  to  establish  a  Military  Post  at  the  Portage  of  the 
Ousconsin  the  ensuing  year  and  that  place  being  situated  in  the 
\-icinity  of  the  Winabagoes  a  numerous,  mischievous  enterprising  and 
ungovournable  people  and  also  rendered  famous  for  being  the 
stopping  and  resting  place  of  the  Indians  of  the  Lakes  and  Mississippi 
whilst  travelling  on  that  route  I  have  doubted  not  but  that  our  Gov* 
perceiving  the  policy  of  an  Indian  Agency  and  Factory  at  that  place 
will  make  the  appointments  this  Winter — The  former  I  should  prefer 
possessing  and  if  authorised  to  nominate  an  Associate  consulting  the 
interest  of  my  country  only,  I  know  of  no  Gentlemen  to  whom  the 
appointment  of  Factor  could  be  more  safely  confided  than  to  Lieut 
James  S  Gray  of  Riflemen,  the  son  of  Capt  Geo.  Gray  of  Louisville 
Kentucky— All  the  best  informed  and  most  respectable  people  of  this 
covmtry  agree  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  highly  necessary  to  provide  an 
Indian  agency  and  Factory  for  the  Portage — That  the  Agency  should 
be  conducted  with  energy,  decision  and  activity  and  a  Factory  would 
secure  the  Indians  in  that  quarter  from  the  monstrous  and  uncon- 
scionable impositions  that  have  been  and  are  now  practised  upon 
them  by  British  and  American  Traders — 

In  giving  you  an  account  of  myself  I  presume  it  unnecessary  to 
state  any  thing  that  has  transpired  with  me  since  the  war  as  you  are 
sufficiently  informed  but  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you  that  prior 
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to  that  period,  I  resided  in  the  family  of  Gov'  Clark  whilst  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  Affairs  at  S'  Louis  and  during  that  time  performed 
the  duties  of  Factor — I  have  been  informed  that  a  Factor  will  be 
appointed  for  S'  Louis,  that  situation  would  be  the  most  prefered  of 
any  that  could  be  obtained — 

The  portage  of  the  Ousconsin  must  in  time  become  a  place  of  the 
first  consequence,  considering  its  fine  water  communication  to  two 
opposite  points,  the  Lakes  and  the  Mississippi — Its  high  and  healthy 
situation  and  extremely  fertile  soil,  whose  productions  might  be  as 
various  and  abundant  as  those  of  our  boastful  Kentucky — and  what 
I  never  expected  to  witness  the  vegetable  productions  of  this  place 
are  more  luxuriant  and  larger  than  those  of  the  same  description  in 
Kentucky — for  instance  all  roots — 

I  trust  my  Dear  Sir,  that  you  will  approve  of  my  determination 
and  give  it  your  support  on  which  I  assure  you  I  principally  reply — ■ 
I  have  written  to  Col.  Monroe  and  M"'  Clay  but  as  those  Gentlemen 
scarcely  know  me  it  would  be  presumption  to  expect  their  approbation 
of  my  views  without  further  information  of  me — 

Notwithstanding  the  friendly  demonstrations  of  the  Indians  on  our 
arrival  here  and  repeatedly  since  it  is  certain  there  are  some  very 
hostilely  disposed  towards  us,  probably  too  few  in  number  with  safety 
to  avow  themselves — Some  weeks  since  an  Indian  shot  and  badly 
wounded  a  Frenchman  who  had  been  in  the  U  States  employment, 
Three,  meeting  with  a  soldier  some  distance  from  Camp,  took  from 
him  his  gun  and  Accoutrements,  threatening  at  the  same  time  to 
tomahaw  and  shoot  him — some  days  afterwards  one  fired  at  a  Rifle- 
man, who,  escaping  any  injury  the  ball  having  passed  near  his  neck, 
shot  the  Indian  in  the  back  while  running  off,  much  blood  was  dis- 
covered, but  the  Indian  has  not  been  ascertained — Several  Oxen  and 
horses  have  been  most  wantonly  and  Mischievously  killed  and 
wounded  while  in  our  employ — And  it  is  to  be  concluded  because  of 
service  to  us — But  the  vigilence  and  activity  of  the  Com*  officer,  his 
Officers  and  Men,  I  am  pursuaded,  will  prevent  a  surprise  and  may 
defy  an  attack — 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  the  discharge  of  Serg*  Isaac  D. 
Sanders  of  my  Company,  he  was  for  the  war  and  being  accordingly 
discharged,  afterwards  became  a  substitute,  he  is  desirous  to  obtain  a 
warrant  for  his  land  in  the  Indiana  Territory.  I  have  forgot  the 
course  required  to  be  pursued  in  the  Case — Will  you  be  pleased  to 
use  your  discression  upon  the  subject — • 

As  I  shall  be  extremely  anxious  to  know  the  result  of  my  application 
permit  me  to  request  the  favour  of  you  to  give  me  the  earliest  informa- 
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tion,  as  usual,  Expresses  will  proceed  to  Mackinac  and  hither  during 
the  Winter — 
With  the  highest  consideration  believe  me  your  sincere  friend 

Jn»  O'Fallon  Capt.  Rif  Regiment 

The  Hon""  Col  Rich"  M.  Johnson  Member  of  Congress— 

NB.  Having  the  Superintendence  of  the  Buildings  and  fortifica- 
tions I  trust  you  will  do  me  the  indulgence  to  excuse  the  hurry  and 
confusion  betrayed  in  every  part  of  this  letter.    Jn°  O'Fallon — 

The  last  vessel  we  expect  here  this  year  has  arrived,  with  a  division 
order  for  the  removal  of  the  Riflemen  here  to  Priarie  des  Chien 
whither  we  proceed  so  soon  as  the  weather  will  permit  in  the  Spring — 
You  may  perhaps  recollect  an  observation  in  my  letter  to  you  last 
fall  that  my  Comp"  had  received  no  pay  since  peace  it  is  now  twenty 
eight  months  in  arrears — and  without  clothing — Jn°  O'Fallon 

[Endorsed]  Isaac  D.  Sanders  discharge  wants  a  Land  warrant,  & 
to  have  the  Land  in  Indianna.  Capt  John  Ofallons  letter  wishes  to 
be  appointed  Indian  agent,  at  Portage  of  Fox  River  &  Liet  Gray  as 
Factor.^ 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS] 

Surveyors  Office  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri  S'  Louis  Oct'  10''>  1816 

Sir  I  received  by  the  last  mail  your  letter  of  the  9'"  Ult" '"  in 
which  you  informed  me  that  you  had  received  from  M'  Tiffin  Plats  of 
fourteen  Townships  in  the  Illinois  MiHtary  District."  And  in  which 
you  direct  me  to  transit  to  the  General  Land  Office  copies  of  the 
Surveys  in  both  the  Military  districts  as  fast  as  I  receive  them 

There  are  within  the  Military  district  between  the  S'  Francis  and 
Arkansas  rivers  a  considerable  number  of  confirmed  claims  of  indi- 
viduals. Last  fall  I  made  such  arrangements  with  Deputy  Surveyors 
as  seemed  to  promise  the  Completion  of  the  Survey  of  those  claims  in 
as  short  a  time  as  it  was  practicable  for  the  work  to  be  done.  But  I 
have  not  yet  received  any  part  of  those  Surveys.  The  Surveyors  who 
undertook  to  lay  them  off  inform  me  that  they  have  Svu-veyed  about 
one  half  of  these  claims  and  that  they  will  immediately  proceed  to 
Survey  the  balance  and  make  return  of  the  whole  as  soon  as  possible 

«  See  also  O'Fallon  to  McArthur,  Sept.  24,  1816  (W.H.C.,  Xix,  436-439),  to 
the  same  effect. 

*>  NA  (OLD,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii). 

»'  See  Meigs  to  Tiffin,  Sept.  9,  1816  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi), 
acknowledging  Tiffin's  of  Aug.  28  and  Aug.  30,  1816,  enclosing  returns. 
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I  have  been  at  a  loss  to  know  whether  I  ought  to  return  to  the 
General  Land  Office,  incomplete  plats  of  Townships  That  is  plats 
of  the  subdi\'ision  of  Townships,  without  the  claims  which  may  be 
within  them,  being  laid  down  &  exhibited  on  said  Plats.  My  impres- 
sions were  that  my  returns  to  the  General  Land  Office  should  be 
complete  &  final  This  being  the  case  I  have  determined  to  wait  for 
your  instructions,  whether  I  shall  forward  to  the  General  Land  Office 
Plats  of  the  Townships,  in  the  military  district  between  the  S'  Francis 
&  Arkansas  before  I  may  have  it  in  my  power  to  lay  down  &  exhibit 
on  said  Plats  such  claims  of  indi\'iduals  as  may  be  within  them.  Much 
Survejdng  has  been  done  between  the  S'  Francis  &  Arkansas,  I  have 
now  in  my  office  Triplicate  plats  &  Descriptions  of  all  the  Townships 
that  have  been  subdi\'ided  into  Sections  &c.  as  well  as  a  general 
connected  plat  of  all  the  Surveying  that  has  been  done  in  this  Terri- 
tory. But  have  deemed  it  improper  to  transmit  Plats  of  the  subdivi- 
sion of  the  Townships  as  there  are  as  I  before  obsen'ed  confirmed  claims 
scattered  over  that  part  of  the  Country  which  ought  to  be  exhibited 
on  the  plats. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  forwarded  to  the  General  Land  Office  by 
the  last  mail  connected  Plats  of  all  the  Surveys  which  have  been  made 
in  these  Territories,  under  my  direction  together  with  my  accounts  up 
to  the  last  day  of  September  But  in  consequence  of  a  press  of  business 
in  my  office  which  could  not  without  great  injury  be  procrastinated  I 
have  not  had  time  to  prepare  these  connected  plats  &c.  The  press  of 
business  alluded  to  was  first  completing  the  connected  Plats  &  the 
calculations  of  the  contents  of  fractional  Sections  &  quarter  Sections 
in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  (a  great  deal  of  which  was  to  do  after  I 
received  the  papers  from  the  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States) 
and  furnishing  the  Register  at  Kaskaskia  with  Copies  of  said  Plats  &c. 
which  was  done  in  due  time. 

I  was  under  the  impression  that  the  Register  at  Kaskaskia  would; 
as  soon  as  his  power  to  sell  lands  in  the  District  of  Edwardsville  should 
cease,  Transfer  to  the  Register  of  the  Land  office  at  Edwardsville,  all 
the  Plats  &  Descriptions  of  Townships  that  are  within  the  District 
of  Edwards\alle  But  after  corresponding  with  him  on  the  Subject  I 
found  that  he  considered  it  necessarj^  to  retain  all  the  plats  in  his  office. 
Consequently  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  making  out  an  additional 
set  of  Plats  of  that  District  for  M'  M'^Kee,  and  have  made  such  progress 
as  to  know  that  I  shall  be  able  to  furnish  him  with  all  the  necessary 
papers  in  time  for  the  public  sales. 

Much  of  my  time  for  several  weeks  past  has  been  taken  up  in  con- 
tracting with  Deputy  Surveyors,  furnishing  them  with  instructions 
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&c  most  of  the  contracts  have  been  entered  into,"  and  some  of  the 
Surveyors  have  gone  to  the  woods  to  commence  their  operations. 
And  the  rest  who  will  be  employed  in  laying  off  Military  bounty  Lands 
will  set  out  in  a  few  days  to  commence  their  work. 

The  Surveys  that  have  been  made  in  the  Illinois  Military  District 
shall  in  a  short  time  be  forwarded  to  the  Gen'  Land  Office,  as  well  as 
connected  plats  of  all  the  Surveys  that  have  been  made  in  both  Terri- 
tories, with  my  accounts  &c.  I  am  thus  particular  as  it  would  seem; 
were  it  not  for  these  circumstances,  that  I  had  been  negligent  in  making 
my  retxuTis. 

I  am  with  much  respect  Sir  Your  Ob*  Serv* 

W"  Rector 

HoNBL«  JosiAH  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 
Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  10  Octo.  1816  W"  Rector  enquires  must  he  send  plats 
of  townships  before  the  private  claims  are  on  them — Ans""  2  Nov''  ^ 


WILLIAM  0.  WINSTON  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Nashville  October  10.  1816 
D'  Sir.  Capt.  Joseph  Phillips  late  of  the  Artillery,  has  expressed 
to  me  his  wish  to  be  appointed  the  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
vacated  by  the  resignation  of  the  former  Secretary  M'  Pope;  and 
altho'  my  acquaintance  with  you  is  but  slight,  and  my  standing  and 
influence  not  such,  I  fear,  as  to  warrant  this  application;  yet  I  cannot 
forego  the  opportunity  of  adding  my  testimony  to  that  of  the  many 
others,  as  to  the  eminent  qualifications  of  Capt.  Phillips  for  the  pro- 
posed appointment — There  are  few  men  I  am  presuaded  whose  qualifi- 
cations are  aided  by  greater  claims,  than  those  of  Capt.  P.  for  this 
appointment — At  the  commencement  of  the  late  War,  he  resigned 
an  extensive  &  lucrative  practice  of  the  law  in  this  state  for  a  Cap- 
taincy in  the  Corps  of  Art":  as  such  I  knew  him  &  served  with  him  some 
time  in  the  Illinois  Territory;  he  was  during  the  whole  war  &  indeed 
until  very  recently  in  command  of  various  Posts  on  the  Missouri  & 
in  the  neighborhood  of  S*  Louis,'*  &  I  have  no  doubt  by  his  exertions 
&  zeal  was  very  instrumental  in  affording  complete  Security  to  the 
people  of  the  Ilinois  T"  against  the  incursions  of  the  hostile  Indians 


"  Copies  of  these  contracts  have  not  been  found. 

"  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.),  xv.  See  also  Rector  to  Meigs,  Nov.  25,  1816,  loe. 
eit.,  which  contains  relevant  information  respecting  both  territories. 
M  See  Heitman,  Hist.  Reg.  and  Diet.  U.  S.  Army,  i,  788. 
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in  it's  vicinity;  having  established  Military  posts  at  various  points 
on  the  Illinois  River  <fe  Frairio  Duohion. 

From  these  considerations,  I  am  persuaded  his  appointment  will 
be  agreeable  to  the  people  of  that  T''  &  his  general  capacity,  his 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  neighboring  tribes  of  Indians,  his  zeal — 
his  firmness  &  services  give  him  strong  claims  to  the  appointment — 

I  should  not  have  been  thus  particular,  but  for  the  circumstance 
of  the  fortune  of  war  having  assigned  Capt.  P.  to  obscure  posts  which 
tho'  important,  yet  kept  his  merits  as  an  officer  hid  from  the  Army — 

He  is  a  gentleman  of  amiable  manners,  and  unexceptionable  morals 

Resp^y^mo.  Ob'H'S' 

W"  0.  Winston 
Jud.  Adv°  U.  S.  Army 

Hon.  Ja'  Monroe  Sec^  of  State 

[Addressed]  The  Hon.  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State  Wash- 
ington City  Mail  [Postmarked]  Nashville  Tennessee.  Oct.  18 
Free 

[Endorsed]  10  Oct.  1816.  W"  Winston  recommends  Capt"  Philips 
as  Secretary  in  the  Illinois  Terr".  Joseph  Phihps  Major  Winston 
For  the  President    Capt"  Philips 


GEORGE  W.  CAMPBELL  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Nashville  12'"  Oct"  1816 
Sir  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  naming  to  you  Capt.  Jo°  Philips  as  a 
person  well  qualified,  in  my  opinion,  to  perform  the  duties  of  Secretary 
in  the  Illinois  Territory  the  enclosed  letter  from  Gov'  Edwards  has 
come  to  my  knowledge:  Justice  to  Capt.  Philips  as  well  as  a  due 
regard  to  the  opinion  &  wishes  of  Gov"'  Edwards  seem  to  require  in 
my  opinion,  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  perusal  of  the  Execu- 
tive; &  for  that  purpose  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  it  to  you. 
With  Sentiments  of  the  Highest  consideration  &  esteem,  I  have 
the  honor  To  be  Sir,  Your  Most  Obed' 

G.  W.  Campbell 

His  Excellency  James  Monroe  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  State. 

[Enclosure  :ALS] 

Governor  Edwards  to  Joseph  Philips 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Sep'  25.  1816 
Dear  Sir    Knowing  the  sacrifices  you  had  made,  to  embark  in 
the  military  service  of  your  country;  the  universal  approbation  which 
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your  conduct  commanded  from  all  classes  of  citizens,  and  officers  in 
this  and  the  adjoining  Territory;  their  opinion  of  your  talents;  their 
readiness  to  bear  testimony  to  your  merits;  and  their  anxiety  for 
your  continuance  in  service;  I  cannot  doubt  that  some  unjust  repre- 
sentations to  your  disadvantage,  must  have  been  made  at  Washing- 
ton— And  therefore  much  as  I  regret  the  loss  of  M'  Pope  as  Secretary 
for  this  Territory,  I  am  consoled  by  the  opportunity  which  his  election 
to  Congress,  affords  to  your  friends,  of  renewing  your  Claims  upon 
the  government  of  your  country — in  which  I  most  sincerely  wish 
them  success — 

There  are  no  officers  between  whom  harmony  &  friendship  is  more 
necessary  for  the  public  good,  than  between  the  Governor  &  Secretary 
of  a  Territory — and  for  upwards  of  seven  years  the  most  uninter- 
rupted cordiality  has  existed  between  M'  Pope  &  myself,  which  has 
enabled  me  to  harmonize  a  population  perfectly  convulsed  by  party 
feuds — But  I  am  well  convinced  that  if  some  gentlemen  who  are 
candidates  for  the  vacant  office,  should  succeed,  there  will  be  an  end 
to  the  repose  and  tranquility  which  we  have  enjoyed,  in  a  preeminent 
degree,  for  some  years  past,  as  you  yourself  have  witnessed — I  there- 
fore feel  personally  more  interested  in  your  success  than  any  other 
man — but  this  very  circumstance  places  me  in  that  delicate  situation, 
which  alone,  could  restrain  me  from  tendering  you  a  recommendation 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States.  I  have  however  on  a  former 
occasion  (in  the  course  of  last  year)  represented  your  standing  & 
character  to  the  Hon"'*  Secretary  of  War,  and  I  am  happy  in  the 
belief  that  you  have  friends  enough  to  serve  you  without  my  aid — 
But  if  it  shall  be  thought  of  any  advantage,  I  have  no  objection  to 
its  being  stated  as  my  opinion,  that  your  talents;  and  particularly 
your  knowledge  of  mankind;  of  the  law;  and  of  Indian  affairs;  and 
your  irreproachable  character;  render  you  well  qualified  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  in  question,  with  honor  to  yourself;  &  advantage 
to  the  public;  and  that  your  appointment  would  be  highly  gratifying 
to  me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  perfectly  satisfactory  to  the  Territory'' — 

I  am  with  the  highest  respect  &  esteem  Sir  Y'  friend  Sincerely 

NiNUN  Edwards 

Capt'  Joseph  Philips  Nashville 


»'  Additional  letters  that  have  been  found  in  support  of  Philips  for  the  office 
in  question  are  also  in  NA  (SD,  Applications),  but  since  they  contribute  no  addi- 
tional information  concerning  the  candidate  they  are  here  omitted.  But  it  is 
of  interest  to  note  the  character  of  the  support  which  Philips  received.  The 
letters  referred  to  were  from  Felix  Grundy,  a  former  Tennessee  Congressman, 
Sept.  1,  1816;  U.  S.  Senator  John  Williams,  Sept.  7,  1816,  enclosing  letters  to  him- 
self on  the  same  subject  from  John  Haywood,  the  historian,  Aug.  31,  1816, 
and  from  Thomas  A.  Smith,  a  brigadier  general,  U.  S.  Army,  Sept.  1,  1816; 
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NICHOLAS  BOILVIN  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B307:LS] 

Saint  Louis  13  Oct'  1816— 
To  THE  Honb"  William  H.  Crawford  Esq''  Secretary  of  War — 

Sir — As  I  am  leaving  this  for  the  Prairie  du  Chien  to  fulfil  my  duty 
as  an  Agent,  I  would  be  Satisfied  to  be  acquainted  if  Governor  Clark 
has  received  instructions  to  Settle  my  accounts  contracted  for  Govern- 
ment as  the  people  who  has  advanced  me  Depending  on  its  Punctuality 
Wishes  very  much  to  receive  their  Payment — 

By  this  Mail  the  Coimsels  held  with  Indians  at  the  Prairie  du  Chien 
&  Rock  River  Will  be  forwarded  Written  in  French  as  I  am  unable  to 
write  in  English  by  Which  you  will  have  a  full  Knowledge  of  the 
Intentions  of  the  Indians  towards  the  Government,  so  that  they  may 
be  kept  peaceable  &  bro'  to  the  Cultivation  of  Land  as  it  is  the  inten- 
tion— &  they  never  can  be  conducted  unless  they  fear  the  nation  under 
whom  Subordination  they  are  to  live — 

The  appearant  misunderstanding  existing  between  the  Indians  & 
Government  depends  Solely  on  the  Interpreters  who  deceives  their 
employers  &  are  the  cause  that  Government  remains  ignorant  of  the 
intention  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  they  themselves  being  also  ignorant 
of  the  good  intentions  of  Government  exclaim  loudly  that  they  are 
deceived — As  to  myself  I  stand  in  a  very  different  light  with  these 
People  being  fully  acquainted  with  the  tribes  &  their  language,  & 
when  at  my  Knowledge  I  have  already  used  my  endeavours  to  put  a 
stop  And  shall  continue  to  do  so,  being  Convinced  it  will  have  a  bad 
effect  some  day  or  other— 

I  am  now  leaving  this  for  the  Prairie  in  my  Situation  with  a  Small 
Canoe  and  not  a  Pipe  of  Tobacco  to  appear  before  Indians,  which  no 
doubt  will  depress  the  influence  of  Government  in  the  eyes  of  Indian 
Tribes  and  to  Whom  may  this  be  attributed  but  to  the  Men  who  has 
in  this  place  the  Management  at  their  discretion  &  Sole  Conduct  of 
Indian  affairs — I  hope  to  bring  at  S'  Louis  the  Principal  Chiefs  of 
the  different  Tribes  Vz  Sioux,  Foxes,  Sacs — Manomines,  &  Winebagoes 
to  ratify  the  treaty  with  real  interpreters.  They  also  are  ready  to 
proceed  to  Washington  should  the  President  [&  Yourself  Wish  to 
see  them,  to  explain  themselves  &  Conclude  an  eternal  Peace — 


William  Carroll,  a  major  general  of  Tennessee  militia,  Sept.  17,  1816;  Joseph 
Anderson,  Comptroller  of  the  U.  S.  Treasury,  Sept.  19,  1816,  enclosing  letters 
to  himself  endorsing  Philips  from  John  Haywood,  Aug.  30,  1816,  from  Jenkins 
Whiteside,  Aug.  31,  1816,  from  Howell  Tatum,  Sept.  1,  1816,  and  from  Alfred 
Balch,  Sept.  2,  1816;  Jesse  Wharton,  a  former  U.  S.  Senator  from  Tennessee, 
Oct.  23,  1816,  and  James  B.  Reynolds,  a  former  Tennessee  Congressman,  Oct.  25, 
1816.     Cf.  post,  p.  416. 
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The  Non  Admission  of  the  Michillimakinac  traders  sent  here  with 
permits  from  that  place  to  trade  with  Indians  will  cause  Some  diffi- 
culties amongst  the  tribes  who  are  accustom  to  see  them,  as  at  Mak- 
inac  they  proceed  from  hence  with  Special  licenses  &  here  no  attention 
is  paid  to  it  ''■ — 

in  Interim  I  remain — Your  Most  Obd'  &  Humble  Servant— 

N:  BoiLViN 

[Addressed]  To  the  Honb'«  W"  H.  Crawford  Esq'  Secretary  of 
War — City  of  Washington 

[Endorsed]  S*  Louis  13'"  Oct  1816.  N.  Boilvin  relative  to  the 
Settlement  of  his  A/cs — &  Indian  Affairs — Dec'  1816.  To  be  sent  to 
the  War  Department    W  H  C 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  14'"  October  1816 
Tho"  Sloo  Esq"  Regis'  Shawneetown 

Sir  Your  returns  for  August  last  have  been  received.''  The 
transfer  you  mention,  is  not  in  this  office,  it  will  be  necessary  for  M' 
Pumroy  to  procure  another,  if  the  original  is  not  in  your  office.  As 
M'  White  has  undertaken  to  put  a  stop  to  depredations  in  the  saline 
reservation,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for  you  to  interfere. 

Your  opinion,  relative  to  the  propriety  of  continuing  in  the  old 
mode  of  paying  first  Instalments,  is  approved 

I  am  &c. 


BENJAMIN  STEPHENSON  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 
[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  October  14"  1816 
Sir  I  had  the  honor  a  short  time  ago  to  unite  with  M'  Hempstead 
in  recommending  Daniel  P.  Cook  Esq'  of  this  Territory  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  Secretary  which  is  now  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  M' 
Pope — And  I  now  beg  leave  to  add,  as  the  Territory  must  in  a  very 
short  time  become  a  state,  and  would  be  highly  gratified  with  the 
appointment  of  one  of  its  citizens;  justice  as  well  as  good  policy,  it 
appears  to  me,  equally  recommend  that  a  selection  should  be  made 
from  our  of  own  citizens,  provided  it  can  be  done  without  a  sacrifice 


»*  See  summary  by  Boilvin  of  councils  at  Rock  River  and  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
October,  1816,  a  25-page  manuscript  (NA,  WD,  SWDF,  B312). 
»'  Ante,  p.  394. 
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of  the  public  interest — of  which  there  is  no  danger  from  the  appoint- 
ment of  M''  Cook;  as  he  is  universally,  admired  for  both  his  talents 
and  his  virtues — Since  the  date  of  the  letter  written  by  M'  Hempstead 
and  myself  I  have  had  an  excellent  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the 
public  sentiment  in  regard  to  M'  Cook  which  convinces  me  that  no 
man  from  any  quarter  would  be  more  acceptable — 

Knowing  that  it  is  assential  that  harmony  should  prevail  between 
the  Governor  and  secretary  of  a  Territory  I  applied  to  Governor 
Edwards  to  recommend  M'  Cook  he  however  declined  interfering  in 
the  case,  and  probably  may  prefer  another  gentleman  but  I  am 
authorised  to  say  that  he  has  no  objections  whatever  to  M'  Cook, 
that  he  has  a  very  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and  integrity  and  that 
he  would  vastly  prefer  him  to  any  other  candidate  from  this  Terri- 
tory— with  some  of  whom  if  appointed  he  could  expect  nothing  less 
than  continual  collision  of  the  most  unpleasant  kind.^' 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Your  most  Ob'  Serv' 

B.  Stephenson 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C] 

War  Department,  21=*  October,  1816. 
Gov  NiNiAN  Edwards    Kaskaskias — Illinois  Territory. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  [blank]  ^'  respecting  the  Indian  agencies  within 
the  Illinois  territory,  has  been  received  by  due  course  of  mail. 

Nothing  can  be  more  proper,  than  that  the  Indians  within  the  terri- 
tory committed  to  your  charge,  should  not  be  submitted  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  governor  of  a  different  territory.  That  this 
has  been  the  case,  has  been  entirely  the  result  of  the  establishment  of 
a  government  at  St.  Louis,  anterior  to  that  at  Kaskaskias.  If  the  Sacs 
and  Foxes  principally  reside  on  the  East  side  of  the  Mississippi,  they 
must  be  detached  from  the  superintendence  of  Governor  Clark.  If, 
on  the  Contrary,  they  reside  on  the  West  of  that  river,  their  agent  must 
reside  there  also,  whether  the  present  agent  is  continued,  or  M'  Forsyth 
is  directed  to  remove  to  the  territories  of  those  Indians,  and  reside 
among  them.  In  no  event  can  an  agent  be  continued  who  does  not 
reside  within  the  territories  of  the  Indians,  of  which  he  is  agent. 


"  Cook  was  also  recommended  by  Alexander  McNair,  of  Missouri  Territory, 
Oct.  20,  1816,  by  Governor  Clark,  of  the  same  Territory,  Oct.  25,  1816,  and  by 
Josias  Handle,  of  Illinois  Territory,  Oct.  25,  1816  (NA,  SD,  Applications).  No 
additional  information  is  supplied  concerning  Cook  in  the  letters  cited.  Cf. 
post,  p.  438. 

»»  ArUe,  p.  898. 
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As  the  agencies  already  established,  according  to  their  present  rate 
of  expenditure,  disburse  more  money  than  is  appropriated  for  that 
object,  no  decision  will  be  made  upon  your  recommendation  for  the 
establishment  of  a  new  one,  until  appropriations  for  the  Indian 
department  for  the  next  year  shall  be  made.  If  no  increase  is  made 
in  the  appropriation  for  that  object,  we  must  either  reduce  the  number 
of  agencies  already  established,  or  reduce  the  expenses  which  have 
been  incurred  at  the  most  of  them  within  the  last  two  years.*" 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  W"  H.  Crawford. 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN 

TERRITORY 

[NA:  WD,  OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  i) 

Chicago   24«''Ocrl816. 

Sir,  I  arrived  here  day  before  yesterday  with  my  family  after  a 
journey  of  thirty  seven  days.  I  am  extremely  embarrassed  in  my 
Agency  for  the  want  of  an  interpreter  and  have  to  depend  on  you  for 
one  of  yours,  M'  Baufait  is  my  choice,  as  I  am  told  he  understands 
accounts,  I  brought  on  an  armourer,  and  regret  extremely  the  not 
getting  the  blacksmith  tools.  I  hope  however  you  do  me  the  honour  to 
send  them  by  the  first  vessel  in  the  spring.  The  short  period  I  have 
been  here  affords  nothing  worthy  of  notice,  rest  assured  that  my  com- 
munications to  you  will  be  regularly  kept  up,  and  no  event  in  my 
Agency  will  transpire  without  your  hearing  of  it  the  earliest  intelli- 
gence. I  have  rec"  the  Secretary's  instructions  relative  to  foreigners, 
and  my  best  efforts  will  be  used  to  effect  the  objects  of  Government. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Yo.  obt.  Hble  Servt 

C.  JOUETT. 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR 
EDWARDS 
[NA:  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C) 
From  George  Graham,  Acting  Secretary  of  War. 
Department  of  War,  29'"  October,  1816. 
NiNlAN  Edwards  Gov'  of  Illinois  Territory. — 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  for  your  information  and  guidance, 
copies  of  the  instructions  which  have  been  given  to  the  several  agents 
authorized  to  grant  licenses  to  foreign  traders.*'    This  authority  was 

*"  Answered  post,  p.  445.  Cf.  similar  letter  to  Governor  Clark,  of  Missouri 
Territory,  Oct.  21,  1816,  Terr.  Papers  (Mo.),  xv. 

«'  Dated  Oct.  29,  1816  (present),  and  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  443,  to  Governor 
Cass,  and  agents  Bowyer,  Puthuff,  and  Jouett;  copies  to  be  sent  to  Governors 
Edwards  and  Clark. 
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Confined  to  the  agents  on  the  North  Western  frontier,  because  they 
were  the  only  agents  to  whom  it  was  probable  that  application  would 
be  made  for  original  licenses.  The  agencies  at  Green  Bay  and  Chicago 
were  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Go-vernor  of  the  Michi- 
gan territory,  because  the  facilities  of  communication  with  Detroit 
were  much  greater  than  with  Kaskaskias,  and  their  supplies  would 
necessarily  take  that  direction;  and  because  it  was  not  absolutely 
certain  in  what  territory  those  agencies  would  be,  when  a  due  North 
line  from  Post  Vincennes  should  be  accurately  run;  different  maps  lay 
down  differently  the  relative  situation  of  that  place  and  Lake  Michi- 
gan. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


JOHN  BOWYER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B69:ALS  «] 

Green  Bay  Agency  Oct'  29""  1816 
Sir     I  had  the  Honor  to  write  to  you  on  the  [blank]  September  ^' 
all  the  information  I  then  had  respecting  this  agency — 

I  now  consider  it  my  duty  to  make  to  you  the  following  statement. 
Early  in  October  las*  this  Lieut  Col— Chambers  the  Commanding  officer 
at  this  post — being  informed  (I  beleve)  a  Mulato  boy  employed  by  me 
as  a  Strieker  to  the  Blacksmith  had  killed  two  of  his  pigs,  promissed  a 
Soldier  a  half  gallon  of  Whiskey  if  he  would  go  to  the  Blacksmiths  and 
give  the  Boy  fifty  lashes,  and  should  the  Blacksmith  interfere  to  give 
him  also  fifty  lashes.  The  Soldier  very  drunk  went  to  M"'  Younglove 
the  Blacksmiths  house  and  told  him  he  was  directed  by  Col  Chambers 
to  give  the  Boy  fifty  lashes  &  that  if  he  (M'  Younglove)  interfered 
he  was  directed  to  give  him  fifty  lashes,  The  Blacksmith  told  him 
he  should  do  neither  and  advised  him  to  return  to  Camp,  The 
soldier  then  gave  M"'  Younglove  a  number  of  stroks  with  a  whip  he 
had  brought  with  him  for  the  purpose,  M'  Younglove  after  some 
scuffle,  seized  his  Gun  and  knocked  him  down,  a  report  immediately 
went  to  Camp  that  the  Blacksmith  had  killed  the  soldier.  The 
Blacksmith  after  kncking  down  the  soldier  ordered  the  Boy  to  go  with 
him  to  Camp,  on  his  way  he  was  met  by  L'  Col — -Chambers  &  Captain 
OFellon  with  a  guard,  The  Captain  attacked  him,  Younglove  with 
his  naked  sword,  and  wounded  him  severely  in  the  Shoulder  Joint, 


"  There  is  also  present  in  the  same  file  a  second  letter  of  the  same  date  which 
is  almost  identical. 
«  Ante,  p.  396. 
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Lieut — Col — Cambers  at  the  same  time  Kicked  &  struck  him  several 
times  in  the  sides  and  face,  This  I  believe  to  be  a  Correct  Statement 
of  facts,  part  of  which  I  saw  myself  through  an  excellent  Telescope 
and  the  others  I  have  from  Gentlemen  whose  veracity  cannot  be 
doubted,  M'  Youngloves  wound  rendering  him  useless  to  this  Agency 
I  discharged  him  and  the  Strieker  and  considered  it  Strictly  Justice 
to  settle  with  him  and  Allow  him  pay  and  Subsistence  up  to  the  last 
day  of  November,  and  to  pay  his  passage  to  Detroit  where  I  engaged 
him — 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  comments  on  this  outrage 
The  facts  speak  for  themselves,  and  shall  only  observe,  if  this  transac- 
tion is  suffered  to  pass  without  envestigation  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
employ  either  Blacksmith  Interpreter  or  waiter. 

The  Contractors  agent  informed  me  some  days  since,  that  Col. 
Chambers  had  refused  to  sign  the  abstracts  for  Issues  made  to  the 
Indians  for  the  Months  of  August  &  September,  on  the  Ground  that 
I  had  not  given  him  a  report  daily  of  the  number  of  Indians  that  were 
to  be  supplyed  with  rations  agreeably  to  an  order  from  the  department 
of  war — of  this  order  (if  there  is  such  a  one)  I  have  no  information, 
and  I  conceive  I  should  be  furnished  with  a  Copy  either  from  the  war 
department  or  by  the  Commanding  officer  of  the  District.  Had  the 
order  been  received  by  me  I  do  assure  you  I  could  not  have  Complyed 
with  it,  without  employing  a  Clerk  for  that  particular  duty  as  My 
Interpreter,  cannot  speak  English  or  write  his  name,  on  this  subject 
I  will  write  you  fully  in  the  Spring  I  hope  the  economy  I  have  used 
in  supplying  the  Indians  with  provisions  will  ennable  the  Contractor 
to  settle  his  account  without  the  Signature  of  the  Commanding  officer 
of  the  post  to  the  Abstract 

I  have  the  Honor  to  enclose  to  you  the  amount  of  merchandize 
sent  into  the  Indian  Country  by  British  traders  &  the  names  of  the 
Foreigners  to  whom  I  have  given  Licences  ** — I  have  had  but  a  few 
visits  from  the  Indians  for  the  last  month,  they  are  Grcnerally  gone 
to  their  hunting  grounds — 

I  am  Sir  very  Respectfully  Your  obt  Sert 

Jn°  Bowyer  Indian- Agent. 

The  Hon"*  William  H  Crawford 

[Endorsed]  Green  Bay  29  Oct  1816.  Col.  John  Bowyer,  In  relation 
to  an  outrage  Committed  by  Col.  Chambers  on  M'  Younglove  &c — 
received  2"  Jany  1820.    filed 

"  Not  present. 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  November  4*"  1816 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  of  transmiting  to  you  my  Returns 
for  the  Month  of  October  "— 

I  also  transmit  you  my  Reports  on  the  subject  of  SaHne  and  Mineral 
Appearances  in  the  district  of  Shawneetown  "  I  have  Examened  the 
Whole  of  this  District  as  critically  as  I  have  been  Capable  of  doeing, 
the  information  I  have  Received  has  been  Generally  derived  from 
Hunters  which  was  the  Only  Source  I  Could  Rely  on  and  very  fre- 
quently deceived  in  the  Information  Received,  which  has  given  me 
much  more  labour  and  consumed  more  time  than  I  should  otherwise 
have  had. 

I  am  Satisfied  Altho  the  Reserches  have  been  Tedious  and  labour- 
ious  the  Results  will  be  favourable  to  the  Government 

It  has  heretofore  been  the  practice  of  the  Inhabitants  to  Represent 
the  lands  of  this  district  as  Generally  unfit  for  cultivation  in  Order 
to  keep  Straingers  from  Entering  the  lands  that  the  Occupy — If  the 
Government  Receive  No  Other  benifit  than  that  of  being  able  to  doe 
away  that  Report  a  Considerable  advantage  Will  Result  from  it  — 
We  feel  the  Affects  AlLready  it  has  Enabled  the  Officers  of  this  dis- 
trict to  point  to  the  New  Setler  where  he  can  find  lands  that  will 
Suit  him,  and  I  have  verry  little  doubt  But  the  Sales  for  the  Insuing 
year  will  be  double  the  quantity  of  Land  that  has  been  sold  the  last 
year — 

I  have  Examined  in  the  Course  of  my  Reserches  upwards  of  Seventy 
Saline  Appearances,  all  of  Which  Except  those  Noticed  in  the  Report 
herewith  transmitted,  I  did  not  deem  Worth  Reserving  Their  are  small 
Saline  Apearances  in  Every  part  of  the  District  termed  by  Hunters 
deer  lick — 

I  have  Since  I  Received  your  Instructions  been  at  different  times 
upwards  of  Ninety  days  in  the  Woods  Independant  of  the  time  Spent 
in  Collecting  Information  and  In  Examining  those  licks  Which  lay 
in  the  Vicinity  of  of  the  Settlement 

During  the  time  I  was  in  the  Wilderness  I  Was  Compelled  to  have 
a  Guide  whome  I  have  had  to  furnish  with  provisions  and  provender 
for  himself  &  horse — I  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  them  for  less 
than  one  dollar  p'  day  &  found 


"  Not  present. 

"  Not  present.  One  of  the  reports,  however,  dated  Nov.  1,  1816,  is  printed, 
A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ui,  706-707.  A  second  one,  also  by  Sloo,  dated  Nov.  21, 
1816,  is  likewise  printed  ibid.,  pp.  705-706. 
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In  Exploring  the  Mines  I  have  Generally  Received  my  information 
from  the  Inhabitants  who  live  in  The  Vicinity  of  them  Except  in  a 
few  Cases — I  Spent  twenty  six  days  in  Exploring  the  Mineral  appear- 
ances in  this  district 

I  Flatter  myself,  Sir,  that  when  my  Reports  and  Letter  are  Laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  will  think  with  me  that 
the  Sum  ($500)  Stipulated  in  Your  letter  to  me  is  inadequate  to  the 
services  rendered  and  the  Exspences  attending  it  I  Shall  Chearfully 
Submit  the  Am'  of  my  Compensation  to  him,  and  Should  feel  under 
Renewed  Obligations  to  you,  Sir,  if  you  would  have  the  goodness  to 
transmit  me  a  Draft  for  the  Amount  that  may  be  awarded  me  for 
the  Services  Rendered 

I  am  prepairing  a  Map  which  I  intended  Should  have  Accompanyed 
the  Reports  which  is  not  at  present  Compleated,  in  the  which  I  Shall 
lay  down  the  Old  Saline  together  with  all  the  New  discoveries  with 
their  Respective  Reserves  also  the  Lead  Mines  and  the  Reserves  for 
them — I  hope  to  be  able  to  transmit  the  Map  By  the  next  mail — 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob'  Sev' 

Tho"  Sloo    Register  of 
the  land  office  at  Shawneetown 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  Washington  City  P  Mail 

[Endorsed]  Shawneef  4  Nov  1816  Tho'  Sloo  with  reports  on  Salines 
&  minerals.    Ans"*  20'"  dec'  *'  &  Sent  his  report  to  Sec*'  of  Treasury  ** 


MATTHEW  IRWIN  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[na:wd,  swdf.  i58:als"1 

Green  Bay,  Nov.  T'"  1816. 
Sir,  While  on  my  way  to  this  place,  I  received  a  letter  from  James 
Thomas,  Esq'  army  contractor,  inviting  me  to  Superintend  the  busi- 
ness relating  to  his  contract  with  the  government,  at  this  post,  and 
referred  me  to  his  agent  (James  W.  Biddle,  formerly  of  the  Q'  M'  Dep') 
and  partner  in  a  commercial  concern  at  Mackinac,  for  instructions,  as 
per  his  letter  enclosed. 

«'  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  report 
on  minerals  and  salines,  and  stating  that  intruders  were  to  be  removed. 

*«  Dec.  19,  1816,  printed,  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  in,  269;  but  SIoo's  report  is  not 
among  those  printed  as  enclosures  of  the  letter  cited.  Cf.  n.  46,  supra.  See 
post,  p.  455,  n.  84. 

<•  A  duplicate  of  this  letter,  marked  confidential,  is  dated  Oct.  21,  1816  (NA, 
WD,  SWDF,  I  46) ;  th^re  are  no  enclosures  found  with  the  duplicate. 
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M'  Biddle  informed  me  that  as  the  contract  was  obtained  at  a  low 
rate,  he  had  to  do  the  best  for  the  Contractor:  1"  by  issuing  con- 
demned provisions,  to  the  Indians;  2"'^  issuing  provisions,  in  barrels, 
which  were  issued  at  more  than  they  would  weigh;  3"'^  reducing 
whiskey  both  for  the  troops  &  Indians,  and  4"''''  giving  the  Indians 
much  less  than  the  provision  returns  called  for. 

That  the  more  effectually  to  accomplish  these  purposes,  he  had 
bribed  an  orderly  Sergeant  and  the  Indian  Agents  Interpreter;  and 
he  intimated  it  would  be  easy  to  accomplish  the  like  at  this  place.  I 
enclose  a  letter  from  M''  Biddle  to  me,  in  which  you.  Sir,  will  perceive 
he  directs  none  but  Condemned  provisions  to  be  issued  to  the  Indians, 
and  that  the  whiskey  must  be  reduced  to  what  it  would  bear,  &c.  — 

After  hearing  M"'  Riddle's  manner  of  doing  business  for  the  Contrac- 
tor, I  objected  to  it  in  strong  terms,  which,  I  think,  induced  M'  Thomas, 
at  M"'  Biddle's  instigation,  to  send  a  person  here,  who,  perhaps,  might 
be  pliant  for  his  purposes. 

Some  time  since,  I  cautioned  the  Indian  Agent  here  against  the 
deceptions  that  might  be  practised  against  the  Indians,  by  the  agent 
for  the  Contractor;  and  I  still  think  it  my  duty  to  apprize  you  thereof, 
in  order  to  prevent  Corruptions,  and  the  gross  impositions  that  might 
be  practised  upon  the  troops  and  Indians,  should  M'  Thomas  succeed 
in  obtaining  the  Army  Contract  again. — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  Your  Ob'  Serv* 

M.  Irwin. 

To  W"  H.  Crawford,  Sec^  of  War,  Washington  City. 

[Addressed]  Hon"'"  W"  H.  Crawford,  Sec"'''  of  War,  Washington 
City 

[Endorsed]  Green  Bay,  7.  Nov'  1816.  M.  Irwin — Relative  to 
impositions  practised  by  the  Contractor,  by  issuing  damaged  provi- 
sions &c.  to  the  troops  and  Indians. — Rec**  Ap'  1817. 

[Enclosures  :ALS] 

James  Thomas  to  Matthew  Irwin 

Mackinac  Aug'  8*"  1816 
Sir/  M''  Simpson  advised  me  sometime  since  (by  letter)  that  you 
would  take  charge  of  the  Contractors  Stores  and  make  the  issues 
&c.  at  Green  Bay. — Fearfull  that  I  may  not  meet  with  you  on  my 
return  to  Detroit  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  that  purpose 
and  to  agree  on  the  Compensation  for  the  services  you  may  render,  I 
have  tho'  proper  to  adress  you  this  note,  to  say  that  if  you  will  transact 
my  business  at  that  post  as  relates  to  my  Contract  &c.  I  will  make 
you  a  reasonable  and  satisfactory  Compensation. — Not  having  time 
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to  give  you  in  detail  instructions,  I  must  defer  it  a  few  days,  and  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  James  W.  Biddle  my  Agent  at  this  place. 

Hoping  to  have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you  at  Detroit. — I  have  the 
honor  to  be  Sir  Yr  Ob'  S' 

James  Thomas 

M'  Irvine     Factor  Indian  Dept.     G.  Bay 

[Addressed]     M'  Irvine    Factor  Indian  Dept.     G.  Bay  M''  Biddle 

[Endorsed]    Referred  to  the  Department  of  War    W  H  C 

James  W.  Biddle  to  Matthew  Irwin 

Mackinac  Aug"-  20.  1816 
D'  Sir    There  is  shipped  on  board  the  Washington,  Cap*  Dobbin, 
50      bbls  Whiskey— 1699  3/4  Gls. 
257—  "    Pork— &  Beef 
192       "    Flour 

1  "    Soap 

3  "    Vinegar 

And  on  board  the  Friendship  there  will  be  about 
350  bbls.  of  flour. 
31     do   prime  Pork 

2  do   mess   do 

8  or  10  bbls  Com  Do. 

4  bbls  Vinegar 

1  Mocock  Sugar  to  make  vinegar 

1  bbl  Soap 
for  the  post  at  Green  Bay — The  Flour  &  Whiskey  will  supply  that 
place  in  those  Articles  until  the  Is'  Aug'  1817— And  the  meat  Rations 
will  reach  to  the  Month  of  June  I  shall  if  possible  load  the  last  with 
some  Bacon,  which  if  I  do  must  be  issued  first — There  is  a  quantity 
of  this  pork,  marked  prime— About  100  bbls.  part  of  this  may  not 
have  the  above  mrk.  on  it,  but  can  be  always  known  by  the  bbls. 
which  are  in  better  order  than  the  others  &  are  mrked.  N  &  B.  and 
some  N.  B  The  others  you  will  find  marked  #T.  and  sometimes  T. 
only— of  the  257.  bbls.  Pork  receipted  for  by  Capt.  Dobbins,  about 
30  or  32  are  beef  and  are  mrked  XT.  The  vinegar  is  mrked  J.  T 
All  the  Flour  is  I  believe  of  prime  quality  if  there  is  any  has  not  the 
mrk.  of  A.  B.  C.  it  is  inferior — The  Whiskey  you  will  observe,  will  all 
bear  reduction  &  must  have  what  it  will  bear — You  will  observe  there 
can  be  no  issues  made  to  Indians  at  all — Nor  any  Extra  issues  of 
Whiskey — The  Pork  you  will  always  examine  before  you  issue  it,  and 
be  carefull  not  to  issue  any  that  may  be  condemned — but  issue  it  to 
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Indians — I  send  a  Hogshead  for  the  purpose  of  Keeping  pork  in 
previous  to  issuing — &  which  is  intended  to  be  kept  with  pickle 
always  in  it — When  an  issue  is  made,  refil  it  &  always  issue  out  of  it 
The  meat  in  this  way  always  coming  out  of  pickle  weighs  better  & 
looks  better — There  is  a  great  loss  in  weighing  out  meat  when  it  is 
dry — Give  no  candles  to  the  Soldiers  until  you  are  plentifully  sup- 
plied— any  due  bills  of  mine  and  any  from  Detroit  which  the  companies 
hold  for  small  rations  must  be  sent  here  to  be  paid — You  will  please 
instruct  my  brother  to  apply  to  Col.  Chambers  for  the  Abstracts  and 
by  all  means  return  them  by  the  return  vessels — I  mean  the  Abstracts 
for  this  place  for  the  Month  of  June — If  he  will  not  sign  them  demand 
the  returns — and  send  them  on  to  me — possibly  there  may  be  in  them 
some  mistake  if  so  please  to  have  it  corrected,  but  by  no  means,  let 
the  vessels  retiu-n  without  them — 

On  your  arrival  you  will  please  to  ascertain  what  issues  have  been 
made  &  inform  me  by  the  return  vessels  of  the  amount  issued,  or  on 
hand — This  is  important  as  I  must  know  whether  the  provisions 
which  are  there,  are  sufficient  to  supply  until  the  first  of  October — 
If  they  will  not  Col.  Thomas's  Calculations  have  fell  short  &  a  further 
supply  must  be  forwarded — By  no  means  make  any  issues  to  In- 
dians— unless  a  supply  is  forwarded  for  that  purpose  or  some  of  the 
provisions  prove  damaged — but  if  the  Eagle  goes  up  there  can  be  a 
few  bbls.  of  flour  (say  40  or  50  issued  to  them,  but  it  would  be  advisable 
to  keep  back  until  next  spring,  when  it  will  be  more  wanted — as  the 
issues  will  be,  then,  larger 

I  send  you  M'  Franks  &  M"'  Laws  rect.  for  Nineteen  bbls.  of  flour, 
which  please  attend  to  having  delivered  to  you — 

I  have  given  M''  Sangrey,  alias,  Jn°  Baptist  LeBurd  goods  to  the 
am'  of  about  60  dls.  which  is  to  be  stopped  out  of  his  wages,  he  is 
under  engagements  to  let  it  lie  in  your  hands  for  my  use 

I  am  Sr  Yr  &c  J  W  Biddle 

Maj  M.  Irvin 


JOHN  EDGAR  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,SWDF,  E-Misc.:ALS] 

Kaskaskias  13  of  Nov'  1816 
Sir.     Yours  of  the  10  of  Ocf  last  ^  informed  me  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has  appointed  me  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
Militia  in  the  Illinois  Territory:   Should   the   senate  at  thir  next 


"  Not  found. 
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Session  advise  and  consent  thereto — of  which  appointment,  I  herewith 
send  you  my  acceptance  of  the  same — 

Your  Most  Obed'  Servant 

J,  Edgar 

William  H.  Crawford  Sec'y  of  War. 

[Endorsed]    Kaskaskia,  Nov'  13.  '16.  Jn"  Edgar — accepting  of  his 
app'  as  Brig'  Gen'  of  the  M»  in  the  111'  Territory.  &c, 


RESOLUTION  AND  MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  INHABI- 
TANTS OF  MADISON  COUNTY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:DS] 

[Postmarked  November  16,  1816] 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Madison,  terri- 
torty  of  Illinois — 

By  appointement  at  the  Courthouse  on  the  first  Monday  of  Novem- 
ber 1816— 

Col.  Samuel  Judy  chosen  as  chairman  and  Robert  Reynolds  Sen'  as 
Sect" — to  said  meeting — 

Resolved,  that  it  is  with  heart  feeling  pain;  pain  wee  are  again 
compelled,  to  take  some  steps  to  obtain  redress  from  the  General 
Goverment,  as  to  the  Rejection  of  part  of  our  Land  Claims,  that  are 
founded  on  Law  Equity  and  Justice — as  well  as  a  Rejection  of  part  of 
the  Governors  Confirmations,  by  a  second  Investigation — 

Resolved — That,  the  following  Memorial  be  Signed  by  our  Chairman 
and  Countersigned  by  our  Secretary,  and  addresed  to  our  Delegate  in 
Congress  Requesting  of  him  to  use  his  best  efforts  to  have  its  objects 
obtained — 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Congress  of  the  U.  Stales 
The  Memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Madison  and 

Territory  of  the  Illinois — Greeting 

By  various  laws  of  Congress,  particularly — by  the  regutions  of  the 
State  of  Virginia,  in  her  Cession  of  this  Illinois  Countrey  to  the 
United  States,"  made  plain  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  S""  of  March 
1791,"  our  citicens  were  Intitled,  to  claims  to  land,  of  diferent  Descrip- 
tons  as  set  forth  in  those  Statutes,  on  said  claims — there  hath  been,  a 
Board  of  Commisioners,  and  wee  have  no  doubts  but  the  Intentions, 
of  said  Commisioners  were  actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  however^ — 
wee  your  Memorialists  are  Confident,  and  conscentiously  asert,  that 
there  are  numbers  of  claims,  to  lands  heere.,  Embrased  by  the  laws  of 


"  Terr.  Papers  (N.W.),  li,  6-9. 
"  Ibid.,  pp.  339-340. 
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the  U.  States,  that  is  not  provided  for,  maney  of  which  would  have 
been  granted  by  the  Usage  Customs,  of  Virginia  and  other  Foreign 
Goverments — that  once  ruled  over  the  Ancient  Inhabitants  of  the 
Illinois  Countrey — perhaps  no  section,  of  this  Territory  or  of  the  U. 
States  have  been,  so  much  disapointed,  and  Injured  almost  to  ruin,  as 
the  citicens  of  this  North  Westren  fronteir  of  said  territory — the 
lands  exceeded  by  none  on  the  globe,  for  fertility,  and  other  local 
advantages,  which  Induced  many  to  emagrate  heere  from  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  dispising,  to  cross  the  Missisippi  into  a  despotic  gover- 
ment,  where  an  alure,  was,  held  out  "Land  Gratis,  living  upon  public 
land  Increasing  our  stock,  capital  and  families.  Seeing  Confirmation 
of  land  claims  in  the  Commisioners  office,  also  Grants  by  the  Governors 
of  the  U.  States  territories,  often  headed  and  sanctined  by  letters 
Pattent,  from  all  appearance,  done  by  the  authority  of  the  gen' 
Goverment,  buy  wee  did  in  many  instances,  which  took  our  all,  what 
hath  been  the  result,  Land  claims  after  being  affirmed  by  the  Commi- 
sioners of  land  claims,  afterwards  rejected,  without  either  the  knoledge 
of  the  Anceint  orriginal  claimant,  or  the  present  owner — and  the  rights 
wee  thought  final  and  conclusive,  by  the  Governors  Confirmations, 
reexamined,  after  many  of  us  having  letters  Patent — and  decreed  to 
rejection,  and  without  our  knoledge  held  up,  to  be  entred  with  unlo- 
cated  claims  or  cash  as  it  suited  the  second  purchasers — after  standing 
the  horrors,  and  ravages  of  an  Indian  War,  many  turned  out  of  our 
houses  and  farms,  to  stragle  in  the  world  as  a  burden  on  mankind — 
With  due  submision  Justice  only  is  our  object,  and  have  no  doubts, 
if  your  honorable  body  would  appoint,  the  Register  and  Receiver  of 
public  land,  in  this  district  of  Edwardsville,  but  our  land  claims  would 
be,  desided  amply,  according  to  Justice,  in  a  few  months  after  such  an 
appointment  to  our  great  satisfaction,  and  of  course  to  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  Goverment  of  the  U.  States,  your  Memorialists  hopes  to 
find  relief,  in  the  final  Ratification,  of  the  former  Confirmation  of  the 
Governor  of  the  United  States  territores — and  in  duty  wee  will  be 
bound  to  ever  pray — 

Samuel  Judy  Chairman} 
RoBT  Reynolds  sen"'  Scty — 

[Addressed]  The  Honourable  Nat"  Pope  Delagate  in  Congress 
Washington  City     [Postmarked]  Madison  C  H  111  T  Novm  IS'"  Free 

[Endorsed]  Petition  Inhabitants  of  Madison  County  Illinois 
territory,  in  pub-meeting  Samuel  Judy,  Chairman  (Land  titles)  Jan'' 
4 — 1817  Ref"  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands" — M'  Pope 
Pope  L.  4.  Pub  lands 


"  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.,  p.  137. 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets:C] 

Shawneetown,  November  17'"  1816 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  Your  letter  of  the  25""  of  October  "  Came  to  hand  this  day 
I  wrote  you  on  the  Subject  of  your  letter  in  September  Last — I  here- 
with transmit  you  a  Copy  of  my  Letter  to  you  Dated  the  15""  Sep- 
tember 1816 

Sir  Immediately  on  Receiving  Your  Instructions  of  the  30'"  of 
April  last ''  Relative  to  permissions  to  be  granted  to  persons  setled 
on  public  lands,  I  proceeded  without  delay  to  give  publicity  to  the 
proclamation  &  laws  Inclosed  to  me, 

I  Copied  twelve  of  the  presidents  proclamation  and  the  Same 
Number  of  Copies  of  the  preemption  Law  and  the  Law  Relative  to 
Setlers  on  public  Lands,  together  with  about  Sixty  advertisements 
and  had  them  Distributed  through  every  part  of  the  District, 

Connected  with  this  I  proceeded  in  person  to  Every  principle  part 
of  the  District  in  the  Months  of  July  &  August,  without  Receiving  a 
single  application,  the  Reason  Generally  assigned  me  for  not  applying 
for  permissions.  Were  that  the  were  Apprehensive  that  Speculators 
would  be  able  to  designate  their  tract  and  bid  against  them  at  the 
public  Sales  I  have  therefore  granted  no  permissions,  their  has  not 
been  a  single  application  for  Lands  which  had  not  heretofore  been 
Offered  for  Sale    One  Clause  in  my  instructions  Reads  thus — 

(Permissions  must  not  be  granted  to  Remain  on  lands  Now  open 
for  private  Sale,  Nor  on  lands  Reserved  for  Schools,  Saline  &c.  Nor 
on  any  Lands  unless  the  Applicant  Signs  a  declaration  that  he  has 
no  Claim  therefore)  This  Clause  in  my  instructions  Confined  me 
intirely  to  those  Setlers  on  that  part  of  the  District  which  had  not 
heretofore  been  offered  at  public  Sale,  if  the  Object  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  to  prevent  the  Destruction  and  Waste  of  timber  on  the  public 
lands  it  would  in  my  Opinion  have  been  good  policy  to  have  Com- 
pelled them  to  take  permits  or  Remove 

For  the  Man  that  will  not  Give  his  Obligation  not  to  Waste  or 
Destroy  the  public  property  Aught  not  to  be  pei  mited  to  Reside  on 
it,  the  principle  depredations  Commited,  is  within  that  part  of  the 
district  now  Open  for  private  Sale,  it  is  generally  Suposed  that  their 
are  from  five  to  Seven  hundred  &  fifty  Setlers  on  those  lands 


"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  a  circular  addressed  to  registers  and 
marshals  ordering  immediate  returns  of  permissions  to  settlers  on  public  lands. 
•»  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  viii,  415-417. 
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The  feel  themselves  under  no  obligation  to  the  government  the 
Cut  and  destroy  at  pleasure — In  Exploring  the  district  I  have  been 
more  fully  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  governmt  providing  some 
means  to  prevent  Depredations 

I  think,  Sir  it  would  be  good  policy  in  the  government  not  to 
Suffer  any  person  to  Reside  on  the  public  lands  without  he  Would 
Give  an  Obligation  that  Would  Compell  him  to  take  Care  that  no 
unnecessary  Waste  Was  Committed  this  Every  Reasonable  and 
Honest  man  would  be  Willing  to  doe 

I  am  &"  Tho=  Sloo  Reg""  of  the  Land  Office 

Josiah  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 
A  Copy — 

Sir  I  am  informed  a  few  days  past  that  the  person  in  the  pos- 
session of  Fort  Massac  has  Injured  the  Buildings  Very  Materially 
by  destroying  &  carrying  of  the  flooring  I  am  informed  that  when  the 
Troops  left  that  post  the  Comanding  officer  Left  it  in  good  Repair 
&  in  Charge  of  a  person  who  has  been  Removed  from  it  upwards  of 
Twelve  Months 

Since  the  Removal  of  this  Agent  it  has  been  in  the  possession  of  a 
Certain  Isaac  D.  Wilcox  Who  I  am  informed  has  Committed  Serious 
depredations  on  the  Buildings  has  Laid  Waste  the  farm  &  Garden  by 
Selling  the  Rails  to  the  Master  of  the  Steam  Boat  for  fuel  in  Addition 
to  this  I  am  informed  that  he  has  Contracted  for  and  actually  Cut  at 
least  one  hundred  Cord  of  Wood  on  the  public  Lands  for  the  Suply 
of  the  Steam  Boat — Is  this  post  under  the  Immediate  direction  of  the 
Secretary  at  War,  or  is  it  Considered  as  imder  the  Controle  of  the 
Land  Department — Certain  it  is  that  Some  Immediate  Steps  aught 
to  be  taken  to  Remove  Wilcox  and  place  a  person  their  that  would 
take  a  prudent  Care  of  the  property 

I  am  Very  Respectfully  Sir    Your  Obd'  Sev' 

Tho=  Sloo 
Reg''  of  the  land  Office 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Shawneet"  17  Nov'  1816  Tho*  Sloo  Intruders  destroy 
Land.  Fort  Massac  injiu-ed.  Ans"  20  dec' "'  &  gave  inform"  to  War 
dep'  of  injury  to  the  Fort." 

'«  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7). 
•'  Post,  p.  456. 
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GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO   THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E70:ALS] 

St.  Louis  Missouri  Territory  Nov'  18.  1816 

Sir  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  at  this  place,  your  letter  of 
the  4'"  Oct^"  requesting  me  to  transmit  to  you  "The  names  and 
probable  numbers  of  the  Tribes  of  Indians  under  my  superintendence — 
the  amount  of  annuities  paid  them — the  amount  of  presents,  other 
than  provisions,  which  ought  to  be  distributed  among  them — the 
annual  expense  of  provisions  issued  to  them,  at  the  distribution  of 
their  annuities,  and  on  every  other  occasion — and  an  estimate  of  the 
authorised,  and  contingent  expenses  of  my  agency,  including  not  only 
the  items  just  enumerated — but  also  my  pay  and  emoluments,  and 
those  of  the  Interpretters,  and  other  persons  in  my  employment  as 
an  agent" — 

These  enquiries  naturally  presuppose  means  of  information  in  my 
power,  which  however  necessary  to  the  correct  discharge  of  the  duties 
of  an  ex  officio  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  it  has  not  been  my 
good  fortune  hitherto,  to  possess,  notwithstanding  I  have  pressed  for 
them  as  often,  and  as  earnestly,  as  decorum,  and  a  just  regard  to 
delicacy,  would  permit. 

The  imperfection  of  the  system  for  the  management  of  Indian 
affairs,  which  has  been  adopted  for  the  Illinois  Territory,  as  heretofore 
slightly  developed  by  myself,  I  may  venture  to  say,  is  sufficient  to 
show  that  with  Indians,  as  difficult  to  manage,  as  ever  fell  to  the  lot 
of  any  Superintendent,  the  most  ordinary,  and  necessary  means  for 
that  purpose,  have  either  been  withheld  from  me;  or  transfered  to 
others — And  hence  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  communicate  with  ac- 
curacy, the  information  you  request — 

I  have  never  possessed  the  requisite  control  over  the  agents,  who 
have  been  appointed  for  the  Illinois  Territory — M'  Bolvine  of  Praire 
du  Chien,  was  I  presume  originally  appointed,  or  has  been  subse- 
quently continued  in  service,  upon  the  recommendation  of  Gov' 
Clark,  to  whom  he  is  bound  to  report,  and  with  whom,  I  believe  he 
settles  his  accounts,  as  none  of  them  have  ever  been  submitted  to 
me  for  that  purpose,  nor  have  I  ever  received  any  communication 
from  any  department  concerning  him — 

From  common  report,  and  from  having  seen  M'  M'  Blondeau  attest 
several  Indian  treaties,  as  Sack  agent,  I  presume  he  has  been  appointed, 
upon  the  recommendation,  of  Gov  Clark,  as  Agent  for  the  Sacks — 
but  he  has  never  made  any  report  to  me,  and  I  believe  he  considers 
himself  solely  accountable  for  his  proceedings  to  Gov"^  Clark — 

M'  Forsyth  was  appointed  several  years  ago,  to  reside  at  Peoria, 

»  NA  (OIT,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  a  circular. 
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with  directions  to  report  to  Gov"'  Clark  only — and  never  untill  some- 
time last  year,  had  I  any  authority  over  him;  nor  he  any  instructions 
to  respect  my  orders — His  former  orders  being  unrevoked,  he  probably 
considers  himself  in  part  at  least,  still  responsible  to  Gov"'  Clark,  with 
whom  I  expect  he  settles  the  general  expenses  of  his  agency — 

M''  Bolvine  is  at  his  post,  in  the  Illinois  Territory — M''  Blondeau 
is  at  this  time  (and  for  several  years  past  has  generally  been)  some- 
where in  the  Indian  country,  within  this  Territory — ^M"'  Forsyth  has 
been  since  the  fall  1812,  and  now  is  a  resident  of  this  place- 
Being  unwilling  to  be,  a  moment  longer  than  necessary,  responsible 
for  conduct  that  my  judgment  did  not  approve,  I  requested  M"' 
Forsyth,  soon  after  he  was  instructed  to  receive  my  orders,  to  resume 
his  residence  at  Peoria,  which  he  declined  doing— unless  I  would 
engage  to  have  suitable  houses  erected  for  him — for  which  I  had  no 
authority — Shortly  afterwards  however,  I  was  informed  that  Majr 
Graham  was  appointed  an  agent  to  reside  at  Peoria — and  as  I  could 
not  immagine  any  use  for  two  agents  at  the  same  place,  I  supposed 
that  his  appointment  was  intended  to  supercede  that  of  M'  Forsyth — • 
And  as  Gov''  Clark  in  his  official  report  to  you  had  stated  the  latter 
gentleman  to  be  a  resident  of  this  place,  I  conceived  that  I  sufficiently 
discharged  my  duty  upon  this  subject,  by  the  communications  I 
have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  make  to  you — • 

Maj"'  Graham  during  the  past  summer,  has  been  actively  engaged 
in  rendering  all  the  services  in  his  power,  he  at  present  is  in  this  place, 
extremely  anxious,  I  believe  to  go  to  his  station  as  soon  as  the  Govern- 
ment will  either  furnish  the  funds,  or  authorise  the  expenses  necessary 
for  his  establishment — I  have  received  no  official  information  from 
your  predecessor,  or  from  yourself,  relative  to  this  gentleman,  or  to 
the  objects  for  which  he  was  appointed — he  however  has  shown  me 
his  instructions,  which  if  construed  literally,  would  seem  to  supercede 
my  power  altogether,  and  to  give  to  him  the  right  (if  my  recollection 
does  not  fail  me)  of  appointing,  and  removing  even  the  Interpretters 
that  are  necessary  for  myself,  in  my  immediate  intercourse  with  the 
Indians — I  feel  confident  nevertheless,  that  it  must  have  been 
intended  to  limit  his  powers  to  a  reasonable  district;  and  to  particular 
objects — but  be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  no  danger  of  my  having  any 
unpleasant  collision  with  a  gentleman  of  his  intelligence,  &  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  discharge  with  zeal,  and  fidelity,  all  the  duties  required  by 
his  station — 

The  agency  at  Green  Bay  is  also  within  the  Illinois  Territory,  but 
I  am  not  even  informed  of  the  name  of  the  agent — It  is  doubtful 
whether  Chicago  is,  or  is  not  in  that  Territory,  but  the  powers,  and 
authority  of  the  agent  at  that  place,  doubtless  extend  to  Indians 
within  my  Superintendency — he  however  makes  no  report  to  me,  nor 
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have  I  any  official  information  concerning  him — And  if  he  be  actually 
within  a  difTerent  Territory,  it  is  best  that  he  should  report,  and  be 
accountable  to  the  superintendent  thereof  &  not  to  myself,  whatever 
may  be  the  powers  and  duties  assigned  to  him  * — • 

Of  the  Tribes  of  Indians  under  my  superintendence,  to  whom 
annuities  are  due,  by  treaties  prior  to  the  present  year,  there  are  the 
Kaskaskias,  Kickapoos,  Piankashaws  &  Sacks — 

The  Kaskaskias  annuity  is  $1,000  which  is  the  only  one,  with  the 
payment  of  which,  I  have  had  any  thing  to  do — 

The  Kickapoos  requested  at  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux  (as  you 
were  informed  by  the  Commissioners)  that  their  annuity  might  here- 
after be  paid  to  them  in  Illinois  Territory — but  no  measures,  for  that 
purpose,  have  yet  been  adopted^ — 

The  situation  of  the  Piankashaws  is  such,  that  I  am  perfectly  at  a 
loss,  how  to  act  in  relation  to  them^ — and  I  beg  leave  with  all  due 
respect,  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  some  specific  instructions  upon 
the  subject — The  treaty  that  stipulates  for  their  annuity  will  show, 
that  their  proper  residence  is  in  Illinois  Terf — In  the  year  1812  they 
removed  from  the  neighborhood  of  the  Wabash,  to  Peoria^ — From 
whence,  uniting  with  the  Kickapoos,  Pottowottomies — Ottawas,  and 
Chippawas,  they  made  a  hostile  &  formidable  attack  upon  the  frontier 
of  that  Territory,  from  which,  with  the  assistance  of  the  volunteers 
then  under  my  command,  I  repulsed  them — We  afterwards  fought, 
and  defeated  a  part  of  them,  and  others,  at  the  head  of  Peoria  Lake — 
After  which  they  retreated  to  this  Territory,  and  located  themselves 
on  the  Missouri  river,  from  whence,  they  were  brought  to  this  place 
in  1814,  and  soon  afterwards  were  removed  to  Cape  Jerardeau  or  New 
Madrid  County,  where  they  were  kept,  with  their  own  consent,  as 
prisoners  of  war,  till  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  which  restored 
them  to  the  ground  upon  which  they  stood  before  the  war — At  the 
treaty  last  mentioned,  they  appeared  to  wish  to  exchange  their  land 
in  Illinois,  for  an  equal  quantity  in  this  Territory — Subsequently  they 
expressed  a  desire  to  reside  in  Illinois,  near  the  Kaskaskias  Tribe,  and 
requested  me  to  apply  to  the  Government,  for  an  exchange  of  land  for 
that  purpose — At  present  a  part  of  them  are  in  that  Territory,  and 
probably  a  greater  part  in  this,  on  public  land — &  I  beleive  the  Tribe 
consists  of  two  rival  parties,  who  cannot  agree  in  the  same  wishes — 
Gov'  Clark  seems  to  have  taken  them  wholly  under  his  management — 
and  as  the  Government  have  not,  to  my  knowledge,  sanctioned  their 
removal;  and  the  policy  of  permitting  them  to  occupy  public  land  here, 
which  they  will  eventually  begin  to  think  their  own,  being  somewhat 
doubtful,  I  know  not  how  far,  that  part  of  the  Tribe  which  chooses 

"See  ante,  p.  418. 
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to  retain  their  old  ground,  and  legal  settlement,  ought  to  be  regarded, 
as  the  legal  representatives  of  the  whole  Tribe — 

I  have  been  informed  that  their  annuities  for  four  years,  have  lately 
been  forwarded,  and  probably  are  by  this  time  paid  to  them — had 
those  annuities  been  transmitted  to  me,  I  should  not  have  felt  myself 
authorised  to  deliver  them,  for  those  years,  during  which,  I  personally 
know  that  the  whole  Tribe  were  engaged  in  the  war  against  us;  as  I 
have  have  always  considered  the  treaty  of  Portage  des  Sioux,  as  it 
respects  the  payment  of  annuities,  wholly  prospective — In  this  how- 
ever, it  is  probable,  I  may  have  mistaken  the  views,  and  intentions  of 
the  Government — 

From  what  has  been  already  remarked,  it  will  be  seen  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Kaskaskia  Tribe,  I  have  had  no  means  of  ascertaining 
"the  amount  of  annuities  paid  the  Indians  under  my  superintendence" 
nor,  "the  annual  expense  of  provisions  issued  to  them,  at  the  distri- 
bution of  their  annuities,"  or  "on  any  other  occasions,"  except  on 
their  visits  to  myself — which  in  consequence  of  the  war,  have  hap- 
pened in  but  few  instances;  and  furnish  no  rule  whatever,  by  which 
to  estimate  the  probable  expenses,  that  will  result  from  the  return 
of  peace — ■ 

All  except  two  years  annuities  (which  from  advices,  I  have  long 
since  received,  are  daily  expected  to  arrive)  have  been  paid  to  the 
Kaskaskias  Tribe — The  issues  of  provisions  to  them,  during  the  war, 
arising  from  the  necessity  of  confining  them  within  certain  limits,  at 
particular  periods,  in  consequence  of  the  general  danger,  &  the  im- 
possibility of  discriminating  between  them,  &  others,  constitute  a 
case,  not  likely  to  happen  again,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  be  taken 
into  view,  in  the  estimate  which  I  understand  you  as  wishing  to 
obtain.  I  would  however,  were  I  at  home,  transmit  you  a  statement 
of  the  whole  annual  expenses  of  my  superintendency — but  this,  in 
my  present  situation,  is  impossible — and  if  it  should  be  deemed 
material,  it  can  be  had  from  the  Accoimtants  office,  where  all  my 
accounts  up  to  the  first  day  of  January  last,  have  been  finally  adjusted, 
and  settled — 

The  Tribes  of  Indians  under  my  Superintendence,  besides  the 
Chippawas  residing  on  the  Southern  border  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
between  that  Lake,  &  the  Missisippi  river,  who  are  numerous,  are 
the  confederated  Tribes  of  Ottawas,  Chippawas  &  Pottowottomies  of 
the  Illinois  river,  and  western  side  of  Lake  Michagan,  The  Kickapoos, 
Sacks,  Winnebagoes,  Menomenees,  Piankashaws  and  Kaskaskias — 

I  regret  very  much,  that  my  absence  from  home,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  refering  to  my  notes,  put  it  out  of  my  power,  to  give  you  as 
accurate  an  account  of  the  probable  numbers  of  those  respective 
Tribes,  as  I  could  wish — I  have  however  seen  the  estimates  made  out 
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by  Gov'  Clark,  &  Maj'  Graham,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  they  are 
sufficiently  correct,  for  all  the  purposes,  for  which  you  requested 
them — 

Being  officially  called  upon  by  you  for  my  opinion  "of  the  amount 
of  presents,  other  than  provisions,  that  ought  to  be  distributed  among 
those  Indians"  I  owe  it  to  myself  to  state  (however  contrary  to  the 
opinions,  of  gentlemen,  whose  judgments  I  highly  respect,)  that  all 
my  experience  confirms  my  impressions,  that  as  a  general  rule,  the 
regular  distribution  of  ordinary  presents,  to  Tribes  of  Indians,  is 
neither  calculated  to  promote  their  substantial  happiness;  nor  to 
advance  our  interest — and  that  no  Nation  ought  ever  to  adopt  such 
a  system,  except  in  those  cases,  in  which  it  is  rendered  necessary, 
by  the  example,  and  continued  practice  of  a  rival  Nation— 

The  regular,  and  periodical  distribution  of  presents,  to  any  Indians, 
with  whom  I  have  ever  been  acquainted,  would  very  soon  be  consid- 
ered, rather  as  the  payment  of  a  debt,  than  the  confering  of  a  favor, 
while  it  has  a  tendency  to  create  too  great  a  dependence  upon  that 
source  of  supply;  to  withdraw  them  from  industrious  pursuits;  and 
to  produce  a  habit  of  begging,  which  all  experience  proves  it  impossi- 
ble to  satisfy — Therefore  it  is  certainly  worthy  of  cautious  enquiry, 
whether  the  beneficial  effects,  that  ought  reasonably  to  be  expected 
from  such  a  system,  are  equivalent  to  the  sacrifices,  and  expense  of 
supporting  it. — ^For  the  sake  of  illustration, — let  the  case  of  a  numerous 
&  formidable  Tribe  be  supposed- — A  present  capable  of  being  divided, 
in  any  way,  among  them  must  be  large,  &  costly  to  the  govern- 
ment— and  when  divided  the  portion  of  each  individual,  must  of 
course,  be  very  inconsiderable,  as  will  be,  his  sense  of  obligation  to 
the  government,  if  it  bears  any  proportion  to  the  favor  confered. 

On  the  other  hand  if  the  present  should  not  be  large  enough,  to 
accomodate  all,  with  a  part  of  it,  besides  the  strife  &  contention, 
which  it  would  necessarily  produce  among  themselves,  all  the  benefits 
of  giving  to  some,  would  most  probably  be,  at  least,  counterbalanced, 
by  the  neglect  of  others — 

It  is  evident  therefore  that  ordinary  presents  upon  this  system, 
sufficiently  large,  to  accomplish  the  objects  contemplated  by  it,  would 
be  too  costly;  and  that  smaller  ones,  are  not  calculated  to  produce  any 
beneficial  consequences,  that  are  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  them — and 
would  in  fact,  be  just  so  much  thrown  away — 

I  should  be  in  favor,  of  occasionally  giving  them  a  reasonable 
amount  in  presents,  consisting  of  those  articles  only,  which  are  cal- 
culated to  increase  the  facilities  of  obtaining  support  for  themselves, 
&  their  families,  such  as  guns,  traps,  ammunition  &'  whereby  they 
would  be  taught  to  feel  a  dependence  upon  their  own  industry;  and 
encouraged  to  acquire  furs,  &  peltries  sufficient,  to  exchange  for  those 
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articles, — which  they  stand  in  need  of,  and  which  the  enterprize  of  our 
traders,  may  be  safely  relied  upon,  for  supplying  them  with — 

This  plan,  it  appears  to  me,  would  offer  some  permanent  advantages 
to  the  Indians,  while  the  expense  of  it,  would  in  some  measure,  be 
compensated  by  the  increase  of  trade  with  them;  and  the  consequent 
influence  over  them,  which  it  more  than  any  thing  else,  is  calculated 
to  produce — 

Presents,  judiciously  made,  on  proper  occasions,  to  influential  indi- 
viduals, may  often  produce  a  good  effect — And  are  at  all  times,  to  be 
prefered  to  giving  the  same  amount,  to  the  Tribe,  to  which  such 
individuals  may  belong— for  it  frequently  happens  that  a  few  Chiefs, 
have  more  influence,  than  all  the  balance  of  the  Tribe — and  while 
five  or  six  hundred  dollars,  distributed  among  five,  or  six  of  them, 
might  produce  very  favorable  impressions  upon  their  minds,  the  same 
amount  divided  among  the  Tribe  (in  which  case  the  most  influential 
men  generally  receive  the  least)  would  scarcely  excite  a  single  senti- 
ment of  gratitude — 

The  Tribes  however  residing  within  the  Illinois  Territory,  north  of 
the  settled  the  settled  parts  thereof,  are  clearly  within  the  exception 
before  mentioned,  the  British  having  been  liberal,  to  profusion,  with 
them,  and  they  having  long  been,  and  still  being,  so  devoted  to  that 
Nation,  that  nothing  less,  than  an  adequate  display  of  Military  power, 
or  great  liberality  on  the  part  of  our  Government,  can  command  then- 
obedience;  or  conciliate  their  friendship — 

If  the  latter  plan  is  to  be  attempted,  it  must  be  evident  that  it 
ought  to  be  upon  a  scale,  that  would  bear  a  favorable  comparison, 
with  that  of  our  rivals,  as  otherwise,  our  money  would  be  spent,  and 
British  influence  still  predominate — There  are  moreover,  some  special 
considerations,  which  recommend  the  extension  of  liberality  to  a  part 
of  those  Indians  in  particular.  The  confederated  Tribes  of  Ottawas, 
Chippawas,  and  Pottowottomies  have  recently  relinquished  their 
claim  to  one  extensive  tract  of  land,  &  ceded  another,  upon  the  most 
favorable  terms  to  our  Government — These  tracts  include  three  and 
an  half  millions  of  acres,  set  apart  for  satisfying  the  land  bounties 
due  the  soldiers  of  the  late  army — Seeing  the  surveying  of  those  lands 
now  progressing,  a  part  of  those  Tribes,  and  some  of  their  neighbors 
are  begining  to  manifest  some  pretty  serious  discontents;  and  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted,  that  we  must  temporize  with  them;  or  have  even- 
tually to  fight  them;  or  submit  to  outrageous  aggressions — Therefore 
for  the  safety  of  the  surveyors;  and  to  enable  the  soldiers  to  get 
peaceble  possession  of  their  lands;  as  well  as  to  accomplish  some 
other  objects,  which  I  presume  the  Government  have  in  view;  I  am 
clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Agent  at  Peoria,  ought  to  be  authorised 
to  distribute  to  the  Tribes  last  mentioned,  and  to  their  neighbors  the 
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Sacks,  Winnebagoes  and  Kickapoos  at  least  $4,000  annually  for  three 
years  to  come — at  the  expiration  of  which  period,  our  increased  popula- 
tion, by  the  appeals  it  will  make  to  the  fears  of  those  people,  will  be 
fully  sufficient  to  restrain  their  hostility — 

In  the  mean  time  $2,000  annually  ought  to  be  at  the  disposal  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Indians  affairs,  making  in  the  whole  $6,000, 
the  amount  of  presents,  exclusive  of  provisions,  which  I  think  ought 
to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians  under  my  Superintendence- 
double  that  sum  I  am  well  convinced  might  be  usefully  disposed  of 
for  the  period  I  have  mentioned;  and  might  by  preserving  peace, 
eventually  be  a  great  saving  to  the  Government — but  less  than  the 
estimate  I  have  made,  I  am  perfectly  certain  would  be  insufficient — 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following,  as  the  estimate  of  the  annual  disbursements,  necessary  in 
my  opinion,  to  be  made  in  my  own  particular  agency,  viz. 

Annuity  to  the  Kaskaskias $1,000.00 

Annuity  to  the  confederated  Tribes  of  Ottawas  Chippawas 
&  Pottomies  according  to  the  late  Treaty  of  S'  Louis,  in 
the  present  year 1,000.00 

Presents  (consisting  of  articles  of  the  first  quality)  to  be 
distributed  as  occasions  require 2 ,  000 .  00 

Provisions  to  be  issued,  at  the  delivery  of  annuities;  on  the 
visits  of  the  Indians  at  other  times;  and  on  all  other 
occasions 1.000.00 

One  Interpretter  now  employed  at  one  dollar  &  one  and 
an  half  ration  pr  day 474 .  50 

One  Interpretter,  now  employed  at  one  dollar  and  one  ra- 
tion pr  day 438.00 

Another  Interpretter,  much  wanted  &  must  be  had,  as 
soon  as  a  suitable  person  can  be  procured 438.00 

Contingent  expenses,  including  Gun  Smith's  and  Black- 
smiths work,  hiring  of  expresses,  &  a  variety  of  other 
items  that  become  necessary  on  occasional  visits  of  the 
different  Indian  Tribes  within  my  superintendency ...     1 .  000 .  00 


Total $7,350.50 

In  this  estimate  I  have  not  included  the  annuities  due  the  Kickapoos, 
Piankashaws,  and  Sacks,  because  they  have  not  hitherto  been  com- 
mitted to  my  charge;  nor  have  I  had,  that  control  over  them  which, 
for  the  reasons  contained  in  my  long  letter  to  you,  of  Nov'  last,'"  I 
deem  essential — 


•  Dec.  1,  1815,  ante,  p.  253. 
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Though  not  partial  to  the  great  multiplication  of  Agents,  I  had  the 
honor  recently  to  state  to  you,  my  reasons  for  thinking  an  additional 
one  necessary — which  I  beleive  is  the  first  application,  I  have  ever 
made,  for  any  such  appointment,  within  my  Superintendency,  but  not 
having  heard  from  you,  I  will  not  anticipate  any  decision  upon  the 
subject — 

I  have  only  to  add,  in  order  to  prevent  any  possible  misapprehen- 
sion, that  in  the  remarks  I  have  made  relative  to  the  confliction  of 
authority  between  Gov'  Clark,  and  myself,  no  kind  of  blame,  or  cen- 
sure is  intended  to  be  imputed  to  him — On  the  contrary  I  consider 
him,  a  most  amiable,  and  honorable  gentleman;  and  a  very  useful,  and 
judicious  public  officer;  to  whom  I  have  frequently  been  much  in- 
debted, for  information  and  assistance,  highly  important  to  me  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties — nor  have  I  intended,  in  any  part  of  my  re- 
marks, to  complain  of  any  Department,  or  Officer  of  the  Gov'  for  I  am 
perfectly  persuaded,  that  there  has  been  no  design  to  injure,  or  em- 
barrass me — but  ray  sole  object  has  been  to  exhibit  my  real  situation, 
that  nothing  more  than  a  just  responsibility,  might  even  seem  to  rest 
upon  me  *' — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  Sir  Y'  Mo  Ob"' 
Serv' 

NiNUN  Edwards 

The  Hon.  W"  H  Crawford    Sec.  of  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  Nov  18'"  1816.  Gov--  Ninian  Edwards 
transmitting  a  Statement  of  Annuities  &  other  expences  in  his 
Agency — &  relative  to  Indian  affairs — Dec'  1816. 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS"] 

Kaskaskia  November  19'"  1816 
Sir  In  conformity  with  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  directing  the  Sales  of  Public  Lands  within  this  district," 
we  commenced  the  Sales  on  the  second  monday  of  Ocf  and  continued 
from  day  to  day  untill  all  the  unappropriated  lands  were  offered  for 
Sale,  and  closed  on  the  second  instant — we  sold  during  the  public  Sales 
to  wit  Sec  N°  1  containing  640  Acres  at  2  doll«  the  West  half  &  N  E 
quarter  of  Section  N°  12  Containing  480  Acres  at  2  dollars  and  the 
frac'  Sec  N°  36  constituting  Class  N"  440  containing  393.15  acres 

•'  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  671,  for  similar  letter  from  Governor  Cass.     Cf. 
also  ibid.,  p.  573  ei  seq. 
'-  In  Jones's  hand. 
»'  Ante,  p.  340. 
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at  2  dollars  per  acre  all  in  Township  N°  16  South  of  Range  N"  1  West 
and  the  West  frac'  half  of  Sec  N"  1  &  East  half  Sec  N°  2  in  Town  17 
South  Range  1  West  constituting  Class  N"  442  containing  368.41 
Acres  at  5  dollars  per  Acre — It  may  appear  somewhat  singular  that 
more  lands  were  not  sold,  but  when  it  is  recollected,  that  the  several 
acts  of  congress  granting  the  right  of  preemption,  and  making  con- 
firmed Claims  receivable  in  payment  for  public  land  enabled  all  the 
Citizens  of  the  Countrey,  who  desired  to  secure  land,  to  do  so  before 
the  Office  opened ;  consequently  none  but  Capitalists  could  be  expected 
to  purchase,  and  these  no  doubt  have  given  the  preference  to  the  lands 
within  the  districts  recently  established  or  to  lands  in  the  neighbouring 
Territories 
We  are  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Ob'  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

Hon*  Josiah  Meigs    Commissioner  of  the  General  land  Office 

[Addressed]     The    Honor"    Josiah    Meigs    Commissioner    of    the 
Gen'  Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]     Kaskask"  19  Nov  1816  Register  &  Receiver  say  that 
little  land  was  sold  at  private  sale,    acknow"*  14  dec'  ^* 


WILLIAM  LOWRY  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 

[NA:  SD,  Applications:  ALS) 

Baltimore  Nov  19. 1816— 
Sir.     With  considerable  reluctance,  but  at  the  earnest  request  of  a 
particular  friend,  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  on  a  subject, 
which  you  may  probably  think  an  intrusion,  I  am  not  authorised  to 
take. 

The  Secretaryship  of  the  Territory  of  lUinoise  is  now  vacant  by  the 
appointment  of  M'  Pope  to  Congress — It  is  to  make  application  for 
succeeding  to  that  office,  of  M'  Rob'  Morrison  of  Kaskaskia,  that  I 
take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you. 

That  gentleman  is  married  to  the  Sister  of  the  late  James  Lowry 
Donaldson,''  who  gloriously  fell  at  North  Point.  The  political  senti- 
ment &  conduct  of  my  son,  was  so  well  known,  that  to  you,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  enlarge  upon  them.  How  far  it  may  entitle  his  surviving 
relations  to  expect  favour  from  Government,  it  is  not  for  me  to  say. 
If  M'  Morrison  is  not  worthy  of  the  office,  he  ought  not  to  receive  it: 

M  To  Jones  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7). 

"  Formerly  connected  with  the  board  of  land  commissioners  in  Louisiana 
Territory.     See  Terr.  Papers  (La.),  xiii,  index. 
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and  no  doubt  you  are  not  unacquainted  with  the  characters  of  our 
Western  bretheren.  I  have  never  seen  M"'  Morrison,  altho'  married 
to  my  daughter,  for  several  years.  I  am  of  opinion  that  he  is  a  good 
Citizen,  and  I  believe  he  has  been  already  elected,  or  appointed  to  other 
offices  in  the  Territory,  altho'  at  present,  he  holds  no  other,  I  believe, 
but  that  of  P.  Master. 

Should  you  think  proper  to  name  him  to  the  President  as  a  fit 
successor  to  M'  Pope,  it  will  be  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him  and 
his  friends  in  the  Territory,  and  add  to  those  obligations  I  already  feel 
myself  under  to  you.'' 

I  am  Sir,  with  the  greatest  respect.  Your  most  Ob'  Ser 

W"  LOWRY 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  DELEGATE  POPE  " 

[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  El:  ALS] 

St  Louis  M  T''  Nov  20. 1816 
Dear  Sir  Besides  the  enclosed  Gen'  Rector  has  showed  me  several 
letters  to  himself  of  similar  import — some  are  from  the  Surveyors  on 
the  Missisippi  others  from  those  who  are  near  Peoria — they  do  not 
auger  very  favorably — but  if  I  had  a  right  to  do  what  is  necessary — I 
could  soon  put  a  stop  to  such  conduct — I  fear  if  it  should  pass  without 
notice  or  the  proper  notice — it  may  encourage  to  bolder  attempts — I 
shall  send  a  talk  to  the  Indians  that  I  hope  will  have  a  good  effect — but 
I  ought  to  be  authorised  if  they  persist  to  recall  every  trader^ — even  to 
threaten  this,  and  at  the  same  time  to  make  privately  some  handsome 
presents  to  a  few  of  the  chiefs,  to  engage  their  interests  might  enable 
us  to  lay  hold  of  the  offenders  and  at  once  put  a  stop  to  such  lawless 
proceedings — But  I  have  acted  long  enoug  without  any  orders  &  upon 
my  own  responsibility — 

For  the  present  I  shall  continue  to  do  all  the  good  I  can 

In  haste  Yrs  &c  N  Edwards 

Co.  Benton  Challenged  Capt°  Lucas — the  latter  declined  it — which 
is  all  I  Know  of  the  Affair — I  do  not  at  present  feel  certain  that  the 
Indians  stole  the  Compasses  mentioned  in  the  enclosed.  I  have  heard 
nothing  however  to  the  contrary — but  it  might  have  been  some  of  the 
men  engaged — who  getting  al^med  might  have  supposed  that,  the 
most  effective  way  of  getting  off — though  it  may  all  be  as  supposed — 
NE 


»«  Cf.  post,  p.  444. 

«'  Nathaniel  Pope  was  elected  Delegate  to  Congress  from  Illinois  Territory  on 
Sept.  5,  1816,  in  succession  to  Benjamin  Stephenson. 
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[Addressed]    The  Hon.  Nathaniel  Pope    Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  Nov  20'"  1816  Gov'  N.  Edwards.  Rela- 
tive to  surveying  &  runing  the  lines  near  Peoria  &"  &  enclosing  letters 
&  papers — Jany  1817 

[Enclosures  :ALS] 

Matthew  Duncan  •*  to  Governor  Edwards 

Fort  Clark,  October  31"  1816. 

Dear  Governor,  I  have  but  a  moment  to  address  you,  as  it  is 
now  late  &  I  have  several  other  letters  to  write  by  the  express  which 
conveys  this  letter,  &  which  makes  an  early  start  in  the  morning. 

Since  my  arrival  at  this  fort  I  am  informed  by  lieut.  Humphreys, 
Commandant  here  that  several  horses  are  missing  which  he  supposes 
to  have  stolen  by  the  Indians.  M'  Robinson  who  has  been  engaged  in 
Surveying  near  this  place  informs  me  that  the  Indians,  he  supposes 
belonging  to  either  the  Socks  Foxes  or  Winnibago  tribes  entered  his 
camp  and  treated  his  Camp  Keeper  &  a  hand  that  was  sick  with  a 
great  deal  of  roughness,  but  took  nothing.  I  have  no  time  to  state 
particulars,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  they  gave  them  to  understand 
that  if  they  proceeded  with  the  Surveys  they  would  Scalp  them.  I 
Shall  however  proceed  with  my  business  &  should  any  of  them  enter 
my  camp  I  am  determined  to  be  explicit  with  them;  giving  them  at  all 
times  to  understand  that  if  they  should  violate  the  stipulations  of  the 
late  treaties  at  Portage  &  St.  Louis  that  they  can  never  expect  to  be 
benefited  by  treaties  hereafter,  as  Our  government  is  determined  never 
again  to  be  deceived  by  their  duplicity. 

Capt"  Massy  who  has  just  arrived  here  from  Praire  De  Shain  & 
Rock  River  Informs  me  that  the  beeves  which  were  taken  to  the 
former  place  by  the  contractor,  were  missing  &  that  twenty  had  been 
killed  by  and  found  in  the  possession  of  the  Indians  at  the  latter  place, 
or  a  few  miles  above  the  river  at  the  latter  part. 

I  am  in  haste  Your  Sincere  friend 

Matthew  Duncan 

Gov.  N.  Edwards 

William  Rector  to  Governor  Edwards 

S'  Louis  Nov'  17'"  1816 
D'  Sir    Since  I  left  your  room  I  received  the  enclosed  letter.    The 
bearer  of  which  states  that  there  is  no  doubt  but  what  the  Indians 
stole  the  compasses  alluded  to. 

Unless  immediate  &  proper  steps  are  taken  I  fear  that  the  Surveyors 

"  A  deputy  surveyor  in  Illinois  Territory.  See  Stephenson  to  Tiffin,  Mar.  5, 
1816  (NA,  GLO,  SG,  NWT,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi),  recommending  Duncan  as  a  sur- 
veyor. 
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who  are  engaged  in  laying  off  Military  bounty  Lands  in  the  Illinois 
Territory  will  be  driven  from  the  woods  by  Indian  hostility  or  inso- 
lence— which  would  defeat  a  favorite  object  of  our  Government, 
Towit,  geting  the  Military  bounty  Lands  ready  for  those  to  whom 
they  are  due  in  as  short  a  time  as  practicable. 
With  great  respect  &c    Your  Excellencys  Obt  Servt 

W"  Rector 

John  McDonald  to  William  Rector 

Fra'  Town  5  S.  R.  7  W  Nov'  13""  1816 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  met  with  one  of  the  most  singular  misfortunes, 
I  suppose  that  any  surveyor  ever  Experienced  before,  M'  Jones  &  J. 
M'^Donald  both  had  their  compases  Stole,  one  seting  on  the  staff  the 
other  in  the  Tent  at  their  heads,  the  circumstance  they  can  Relate  to 
you — If  it  is  in  your  Power  to  furnish  them  or  Give  them,  any  infor- 
mation respecting  where  or  how  they  may  obtain  compases  I  hope 
you  will  rest  assured  of  My  Lasting  gratitude  and  the  pleasure  to 
reflect  of  giving  releif  to  the  Distressed  you  will  please  to  furnish  them 
with  what  money  the  may  want  and  their  receipt  shall  be  acknowledged 
by 

Your  Hum'  Servt 

John  McDonald 

Gen'  W.  Rector 

The  men  suppose  the  Indians  stole  the  compasses — &  state  some 
circumstances  that  might  lead  to  such  a  conclusion  I  have  my 
doubts    N  E. 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets:ALS] 

Shawneetown  December  1"  1816 
Sir    I  have  the  Honor  herewith  of  transmiting  you  a  Skeleton 
Map  of  the  Shawnee  District  in  the  which  you  have  at  one  View  the 
position  of  the  Old  Saline  Reserve  together  with  those  Recently  made 
by  me.*' 

We  have  been  for  Several  Weeks  without  an  Eastern  Mail  owing 
to  the  high  Waters;  we  have  had  a  Number  of  failurs  of  the  Mail 
this  fall  Owing  I  presume  to  the  Same  Cause. 
I  am  very  Respectfully  Sir  Your  obed'  Sev' 

Tho'  Sloo  Register  of 
the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 
"  Not  present. 
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[Addressed]    The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]    Shawneetown  1  dec'  1816    Tho'  Sloo  with  Map  of 
Reservations  Sent  Map  to  Sec"  of  Treas"  20  dec'  ™ 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Reed.:  ALS] 

Chicago  2"^  December  1816 
Sir  Your  letter  of  the  23rd  September  last ''  I  had  the  honour  to 
receive,  a  few  days  since  by  the  way  of  Detroit  You  do  me  the  honour 
to  call  for  a  statement  of  the  Mechanics  who  may  be  employed  within 
my  Agency  with  advantage  to  the  natives,  and  with  economy  to  the 
Government.  Gentlemen  who  expect  to  collect  Indian  sentiments 
from  their  general  councils,  will  be  egregiously  deceived.  The  Orators 
first  object  is  to  flatter  the  Agent,  and  to  utter  such  sentiments  with- 
out regard  to  candour,  as  will  be  to  him  the  most  acceptable  It  is  in 
this  way  they  have  requested  artificers  among  them,  altho  in  reallity 
they  are  opposed  to  it.  Those  of  my  Agency  would  be  shocked  at 
such  an  idea,  and  I  have  not  a  doubt  in  declaring,  that  as  it  relates 
to  the  North  western  Indians  it  would  be  as  impolitic  a  measure  as 
the  Government  could  adopt.  The  civilizing  system  has  been  always 
unpopluar  with  the  Indians  in  this  quarter,  and  viewed  by  them,  as 
and  indirect  invasion  on  their  rights,  never  failing  to  associate  it  with 
the  purchase  and  occupancy,  of  the  Indian  country,  their  itinerant 
habits  would  render  house  carpenters  useless,  as  they  remove  their 
families  four  times  a  year,  and  the  very  small  quantity  of  corn  they 
raise  would  render  the  erecting  grist  mills,  an  idle  and  unprofitable 
expenditure.  Contemplate  this  people  as  inhabiting  a  boundless 
extent  of  country,  and  that  too  over  run  with  an  abundance  of  wild 
game,  with  all  the  water  courses  crouded  with  delicious  fish,  and  you 
will  naturally  conclude,  that  if  civiliziation  results  from  the  necessities 


'»  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7).  This  was  a  letter  informing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  instructions  relative  to  the  administration  of  the  act  approved 
Mar.  25,  1816  ("An  Act  relating  to  settlers  on  the  Lands  of  the  United  States"), 
had  been  sent  to  the  appropriate  land  officers  in  the  field,  and  enclosing  to  him 
reports  from  the  register  at  Shawneetown  (Sloo)  and  from  registers  of  land  offices 
in  Indiana  and  other  territories.  Meigs  summarized  each  report,  and  the  follow- 
ing is  his  comment  on  Sloo's  report: 

"The  Register  at  Shawneetown,  reports,  that  he  has  not  received  any  applica- 
tions for  permission;  that  they  are,  it  is  generally  supposed,  from  500  to  700 
Intruders  in  that  district,  (chiefly  upon  Lands  that  are  open  for  Sale),  who  cut 
&  destroy  timber  at  pleasure  &  who  ought  to  be  removed."     Cf.  ante,  p.  428. 

"  NA  (OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C.) 
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of  man  that  it  will  be  a  long  time  indeed  before  they  emerge  from  a 
state  of  barbarism.  They  are  notwithstanding  remarkable  for  their 
sagacity  and  not  incapable  of  friendship  or  gratitude,  and  if  left  to 
the  managment  of  a  judicious  honest  Agent,  may  be  absolutely 
controuled  so  fare  as  relates  to  peace  or  war  &  to  the  safety  of  the 
Frontiers,  without  troubleing  you  with  any  farther  remarks  I  have 
to  observe  that  a  blacksmith  and  a  single  man  to  strike,  for  the 
smith  and  burn  coal,  are  essential  to  this  Agency,  but  I  am  not  war- 
ranted in  sajing  that  any  other  IMechanic  could  be  advantageously 
employed.  Compensation  for  the  blacksmith  1  dollar  per  day.  & 
two  complete  rations.  The  collier  &  Strieker  15  dollars  per  month  & 
one  ration  per  diem. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  Your  Humble  Servant 

C.  JOUETT 
Indian  Agent  U  S 

P.S     I   have  the   Blacksmith  and  striker  now  employed  for  the 
Indians    C.  J. 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Reed.:  ALS] 

Chicago  2nd  December  1816 
Sir  The  putawatamies  are  desirious  to  have  all  their  annuities, 
delivered  at  this  post.  And  when  we  take  into  view  their  geograph- 
ical situation,  we  are  compelled  to  acknowledge  their  request  reason- 
able, as  five  out  of  six  in  the  whole  nation  live  within  this  agency. 
As  I  presume  the  government  wish  to  settle  down  on  some  general 
plan,  in  relation  to  Indian  annuities,  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  it  as 
my  opinion,  that  it  would  be  sound  policy  to  have  the  annuities  de- 
livered as  fare  from  the  British  settlements  as  possible.  The  laws  of 
the  United  States  regulating  the  intercourse  on  our  shore,  forces  the 
Indians  into  Canada,  and  then  in  a  few  days  they  are  robed  by  the 
unprincipleed  trader  of  every  thing  they  have  earthly,  this  is  the 
fate  of  the  indiscreet.  While  the  Governmental  engines  are  at  work 
with  the  influencial  Indians  to  eradicate  any  impressions,  either 
moral  or  political  they  have  by  possibility  imbibed  in  our  councils, 
by  severing  the  Chippawa  and  Ottawa  annuities,  a  portion  might  be 
kept  from  the  British,  and  justice  would  be  more  complete,  as  more 
than  half  of  the  Chippawas  &  Ottawas  are  immediately  on  the  border 
of  lake  Michigan  and  within  this  Agency.  I  propose  that  the  Govern- 
ment send  to  this  post  a  thousand  dollars  to  the  Ottawa  &  Chippawa 
nations  each,  that  with  all  the  Poutawatamie  annuities,  would  draw 
them  from  the  British  fangs  enrich  the  Indians,  and  place  them  solely 
within  the  pale  of  American  influence 
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Governor  Cass  is  so  fully  convinced  of  the  justice  and  policy  of 
delivering  the  poutawatamie  annuities  at  this  post,  that  he  has  re- 
quested me  to  address  you  upon  the  subject. 

I  do  myself  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  Jane  B.  Barreaux  is 
refused  a  license  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  on  the  grounds  of  his 
haveing  held  up  to  odium  those  Indians  who  manifest  an  attachment 
to  the  United  States.  Barreaux  is  a  subject  of  great  Britain  a  french 
Canadian  bom  in  Montreal  aged  48  years  fair  complexion  blue  iyes 
dark  hair,  five  feet  four  inches  hight  light  made  and  crippled  in  the 
right  hand. 

I  have  the  honour  to  your  Obediant  Servant 

C  JOUETT 

I  Agent,  U.S. 

[Addressed]  The  Hon""  William  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  War 
City  of  Washington 

[Endorsed]  War  Department  Chicago  2"*  Dec''  1816.  Charles 
Jouett  Esq'  In  relation  to  the  pay'  of  Indian  Annuities, — refused 
licence  to  Jane  B  Barreaux  &c  Jan>'  1817. 


GUY  BRYAN  "  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS1 

[December  4,  1816] 
The  Hon"'"  James  Monroe 

Sir  Being  informed  that  Nathaniel  Pope  Esq'  the  late  Secretary 
of  the  Illinoise  Territory  has  recently  been  elected  the  Delegate  from 
that  Territory  to  Congress,  (of  course  the  office  of  secretary  for  that 
district  has  become  vacant) 

Permit  me  Sir  to  recommend  M'  Robert  Morrison  of  the  Illinoise 
Territory  to  your  particular  notice,  as  a  Candidate  tor  that  office  " 


"  Consult  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  index,  under  "Bryan  and  Morrison". 

'«  There  were  other  applications  and  recommendations:  Levi  Todd,  of  Kaskas- 
kia,  and  formerly  of  Kentucky,  was  recommended  by  John  Fowler,  Oct.  6,  1816, 
and  by  J.  Bledsoe,  Oct.  14,  1816  (NA,  SD,  Applications);  Nelson  Nicholas,  of 
Kentucky,  applied  for  the  position,  Sept.  27,  1816,  and  w«5  recommended  by 
Joseph  H.  Hawkins,  Oct.  6,  1816,  loc.  eit.;  Francis  E.  Walker,  of  Henderson,  Ky., 
applied  Sept.  19,  1816,  loc.  cil.;  and  Fidelio  C.  Sharp,  a  member  of  the  Kentucky 
Legislature,  was  recommended  to  the  same  position  by  Riehard  M.  Johnson, 
Aug.  20, 1816,  and  by  Micah  Taul,  Aug.  30, 1816,  loc.  cil.  Jason  Chamberlain,  an 
attorney  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Missouri  Territory,  was  also  a  candidate  (Chamberlain 
to  General  Van  Ness,  June  6,  and  Oct.  1, 1816,  loc.  cit.). 
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Should  He  be  happy  enough  to  merit  your  approbation  in  the 
appointment,  you  will  much  oblidge  D'  Sir  your  Obed'  very  Hb'°  Ser' 

Guy  Bryan 
Philad*    4  Dec'  1816 

P.  S    Robert  Morrison  is  Brother  to  William  Morrison  the  present 
Contractor  for  the  supply  of  Rations  in  that  Territory  &c 

[Endorsed]    Robert  Morrison 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA.:WD,  SWDF,  E2:ALS] 

ICaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Dec'  5. 1816 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  21.  Ocf  la*t,'*  which  by  putting  an  end  to  a  state  of  things, 
humiliating  &  embarrassing  to  me,  afforded  me  great  pleasure — 

In  proposing  that  M'  Forsyth  should  be  retained  as  an  agent,  in 
preference  to  M'  Blondeau,  I  did  not  intend  to  be,  and  hope  I  shall 
not  be,  considered  as  sanctioning  the  opinion  that  any  agency  at 
Rock  river  (which  is  within  less  than  two  days  ride  of  Peoria)  is 
necessary — 

The  Agency  at  Praire  du  Chien,  Peoria  and  the  one  I  have  hereto- 
fore had  the  honor  to  apply  for,  are  all  that  I  think  necessary  for  the 
management  of  those  Indians,  within  my  superintendency,  with  whom 
the  people  of  this  Territory  have  any  intercourse,  or  from  whom,  any 
danger  to  our  frontier,  can  at  any  time,  be  reasonably  apprehended. 

These  three  agencies  I  presume  must  be  thought  so  necessary,  that 
they  ought  to  exist,  even  if  the  expense  of  supporting  them,  should 
have  to  be  saved  by  the  abolition  of  some  other  agencies  elsewhere, 
that  are  certainly  far  less  important- — for  if  other  Territories  have 
more  than  enough  it  ought  not  to  prevent  us  from  having  those  that 
are  indispensible. 

If  the  agency  that  I  proposed  to  have  established,  should  even- 
tually be  deemed  advisable,  the  present  temper  of  the  Indians,  &  the 
exposed  situation  of  the  public  surveyors  of  the  military  land,  recom- 
mend the  earliest  adoption  of  the  measure — 

I  have  no  doubt  that  with  reasonable  means,  I  can  temporize  suc- 
cessfully with  the  Indians,  so  as  to  prevent  an  interruption  to  the 
surveying  the  military  land — I  have  already  sent  out  several  talks, 
that  I  hope  will  have  a  good  effect — but  in  case  of  any  serious  outrage 
on  the  part  of  the  Indians — I  ought  to  have  the  power  to  recall  the 
Traders — which  would  instantly  produce  a  powerful  effect — Even 

"  Ante,  p.  417. 
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to  threaten  this,  &  occasionally  to  make  some  private  presents,  to 
the  Chiefs  in  order  to  keep  them  in  oxir  interest,  and  induce  them  to 
aid  in  the  punishment  of  lawless  offenders,  may  be  sufficient — 

It  will  be  necessary  to  run  the  line  of  separation  between  the  In- 
dians, &  us,  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Missisippi  as  soon  as  possible — 
otherwise  its  not  being  ascertained  will  be  the  pretext  for  many 
outrages. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  the  highest  respect  Sir  Y'  Mo  Obd* 
Serv* 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Honble  W"  H  Crawtord  Sec  of  War 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  5  Dec.  1816.  Gov'  Ninian  Edwards 
Thinks  the  Agencies  at  Praire  du  Chien  Peoria  &  the  One  Solicited 
for  himself  sufficient  on  that  frontier — relative  to  recommending  M'' 
Forsyth  in  preference  to  M'  Blondeau — &  Ind  Affairs — January 
1817.     To  be  sent  to  the  War  Department    W  H  C 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  December  8th  1816 

Sir  Herewith  you  will  receive  a  Register  of  Permission  granted 
to  Settlers  on  Lands  of  the  United  States,  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Con- 
gress passed  the  26th  ^"  March  1816,  by  myself,  and  Jesse  Echols,  Esq: 
my  deputy  for  that  part  of  my  District  lying  within  the  County  of 
Johnson.  My  Deputies  in  the  counties  of  Monroe  &  Jackson  have 
granted  no  permits — no  applications  having  been  made  to  either — 

The  persons  appointed  by  me  in  the  counties  of  S'  Clair  &  Madison, 
previous  to  the  arrival  of  M'  M'Kee,  were  instructed,  by  me,  to  report 
their  proceedings  to  him  as  Register  of  the  district  of  Edwardsville, 
who  has  or  no  doubt  will  transmitt  the  Register  of  any  permits  they 
may  have  granted  '° — 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich' Jones  Reg* 

The  Hon""  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
Gen'  Land  office 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  8  dec'  1816  Register  with  list  of  per- 
missions to  settle 


'«•  Error  for  25th. 

'*  There  are  a  number  of  additional  letters  from  Michael  Jones  to  Meigs  for 
1816,  not  here  printed  but  chiefly  routine  in  character,  in  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia 
Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.) .  Similarly,  there  are  letters  from  Meigs  to  Jones  for  the  same 
period  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bks.  6  and  7). 
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I  Jesse  Echols  of  Johnson  County  duly  constituted  by  Mich'  Jones 
Register  of  the  Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskia  Do  Certify 
that  the  above  is  a  correct  Register  of  Applications  made  and  Permits 
granted  by  me  in  Conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Congress 
passed  25  March  1816 — Entitled  "An  act  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
Lands  of  the  United  States — Septem'  1"  1816 — 

J:  Echols  D  C  for  Michael  Jones  Register 

[Endorsed]    Kaskaskia    List  of  applications  to  settle. 


MEMORIAL  TO   CONGRESS   BY   INHABITANTS   OF   GAL- 
LATIN COUNTY 
[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:DSl 

Illinois  Territory  Gallatin  County  December  10 ""  1816, 
The  Hon}'^'  The  Legislative  Body  of  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled.  The  memorial  of  the  undersigned  subscribers,  resideing 
in  the  County  and  that  part  of  the  Country  where  the  United  States 
Saline  near  the  Wabash  is  situated  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
owing  to  the  large  reservation  which  the  Government  have  made 
around  the  said  Saline  together  with  the  short  period  of  the  lease  of 
those  works,  there  has  been  none  but  temporary  nor  is  there  encourage- 
ment for  buildings  and  improvements,  within  the  reservation  for  a 
public  House  for  the  accommodation  of  Travellers,  and  persons  who 
have  to  resort  to  that  place  on  business  the  subscribers  beg  leave  to 
represent  to  your  Honourable  body  as  a  remedy  for  this  ev\\,  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  James  Blue — who  has  kept  a  public  House  at  the 
Saline  and  pray  permission  to  observe  to  you  that  if  a  Lease  say  for 
ninety  nine  years  could  be  granted  to  him  on  such  part  of  the  said 
reservation  as  the  agent  for  the  Government  should  assign  him,  he 
proposes  to  improve  it  with  permanent  and  convenient  buildings. 
Grass  Lotts  &''  so  as  to  make  it  a  public  Convenience,  that  he  would 
perform  these  Conditions  and  pay  the  Government  Two  dollars  an 
acre  for  One  hundred  and  sixty  acres  that  might  be  assigned  him  in 
said  Lease  this  would  enhance  the  value  of  the  property  and  would  by 
no  means  in  their  opinions  interfere  with  the  salt  manufactory,  that  he 
would  surrender  it  up  to  the  Government  at  the  expiration  of  the 
Lease  in  good  order — the  boundary  of  the  reservation  is  thirty  miles 
in  extent  in  one  direction  and  the  public  road  passes  through  at  least 
a  distance  of  nineteen  miles  the  road  is  much  travelled  and  from  the 
great  emigration  to  the  westward  must  increase  every  year — We  con- 
sider M'  Blue  as  being  well  calculated  for  to  give  general  satisfaction 
in  a  situation  of  this  Kind  we  have  no  hesitation  to  vouch  for  any 
engagement  he  may  make  with  the  Government  on  this  subject  as  he 
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resided  at  the  Saline  when  the  law  passed  giveing  the  right  of  Preemp- 
tion, to  the  settlers  on  the  public  land  his  being  Barred  by  being  on 
the  reservation  from  the  benefit  of  this  law.  We  pray  may  add  to 
the  reasons  for  granting  him  a  Lease — That  part  of  the  reservation 
which  may  or  would  be  the  most  eligible  for  this  purpose  has  no  fuel 
on  it — haveing  been  cleared  for  the  use  of  the  manufactory,  so 
that  no  waste  of  fuel  could  be  apprehended. 
And  your  memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &" 

D,  Apperson  Jona  Taylor 
Sam'  Hayes  Jephthah  Hardin 
Jn°  Caldwell  Ralph  Hall 
Will,  R,  Ashby  Owen  Brill  Jr  " 
Par'  Redman  S  M  Hubbard— 
H  Oldham  Joel  Pace 

Th'  Towles  Rob'  Peeples  " 

Jn°  Marshall  Nat,  Sloo 

E,  Hubbard  Jr  Leo"*  White 

[Endorsed]  Petition  from  Illinois  Pope  L.  18.  Pub  lands  James 
Blue  Inhabitants  of  Illinois  in  his  favor — Jany — 18 — 1817  Ref  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  Feb''  1 — 1817  Report — Pet 
rejected  

THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets,  to  the  President,  Bk.  l] 

Dept.  of  War  12"'  De'  1816. 
Sir    I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  propose  for  your  approbation 
the  appointment  of  John  Edgar  as  a  Brigadier  Ge'  of  the  Militia  in 
the  Illinois  Territory,  made  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate. — 

Signd,  Geo;  Graham 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  JOSLAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  PLC,  Misc.  Lets.  Recd.:ALSl 

Washington  Dec'  13 ""  1816 
Sir    The  peculiar  situation  of  not  an  inconsiderable  quantity  of 
Land  in  the  Illinois  Territory  induces  me  to  invite  your  attention  to 
the  following  remarks,  which  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  submit — 
I  mean  lands  that  have  been  sold  for  Taxes — 


"  Reading  uncertain;  it  may  have  been  intended  for  William  Rutledge,  or 
Owen  Brill.  The  former  was  a  resident  of  White  County,  and  there  was  a  Brill 
family  in  the  same  county  (Norton,  III.  Census  Returns,  1818,  pp.  234,  304), 
in  which  county  and  in  Gallatin  County  most  of  the  subscribers  to  the  above 
petition  resided. 

"  Given  as  Peebles  in  Norton,  op.  cit.,  p.  295. 
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While  the  Illinois  Territory  formed  part  of  the  Indiana  Territory 
the  Legislature  of  the  latter  passed  laws  subjecting  the  lands  to  Taxa- 
tion, under  which  a  considerable  quantity  of  Land  was  sold  for 
delinquent  taxes — It  becomes  an  inquiry  of  no  little  interest  whether 
patents  will  issue  to  the  confirmees  or  to  the  purchasers  for  Taxes — 
It  is  believed  by  many  that  the  sales  and  previous  proceedings  of 
the  officers  were  liable  to  such  objections  as  would  defeat  the  purchasers 
in  a  court  of  justice — It  is  thought  by  others  that  fraud  had  no  incon- 
sirable  agency  in  some  of  the  sales  and  I  am  Justified  in  saying  that 
taxes  had  been  paid  in  many  instances  where  the  land  was  afterwards 
sold — It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  at  the  first  sales  under  those 
laws,  the  situation  of  land  Titles  was  secret  the  commissioners  of  the 
District  of  Kaskaskia  having  made  no  report  and,  their  proceedings, 
being  secret — No  report  was  made  until  Jan^  1810 — No  man  could 
tell  what  land  would  be  eventually  confirmed — The  most  of  the  land 
was  purchased  by  two  individuals  or  speculators — The  paper  in  which 
notice  was  given  had  a  very  limited  circulation — And  even  when  a 
man  saw  the  notice,  it  described  the  land  &  gave  the  names  of  the 
claimants,  so  imperfectly  that  the  owner  would  not  recognise  it  as  his 
own — The  price  given  was  so  trifling  in  relation  to  the  value  of  the 
Land,  that  no  man  who  had  any  bowels  would  claim  the  forfeit — 
Many  of  those  sales  were  made  by  M''  Gilbreath  long  after  he  was 
removed  from  office — Some  sales  were  made  under  a  Law  passed  by 
the  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Illinois  Territory  liable  to  many 
objections  connected  with  the  power  of  the  Gov^  &  Judges  to  pass  such 
Law — 

The  above  remarks  apply  to  all  the  Lands  sold  for  Taxes  whether 
located  or  not — 

The  question  presents  itself,  viz  will  the  U.  States  issue  patents  to 
those  purchasers  or  to  the  confirmees  and  their  immediate  assignees 
or  heirs — I  hope  the  pretensions  of  the  latter  will  prevail — The  former 
are  not  to  be  favoured  as  their  claims  (if  everything  was  conducted 
according  to  Law)  are  so  unconscientious — 

The  power  of  the  Sherifs  to  sell  the  unlocated  claims  has  already 
been  Settled  in  your  Office — 

I  shall  have  the  honor  in  a  short  time  to  present  you  a  plan  for  the 
relief  of  some  persons  who  have  been  misled  in  the  purchase  and 
locating  on  their  improvements  some  of  those  unlocated  claims  from 
those  speculators — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully  y'  ob'  Serv* 

Nat  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'  Josiah  Meigs    Gen'  Land  Office 
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[Endorsed]  N.  Pope.  Sales  of  Lands  for  taxes  in  Illinois — Sheriffs 
sales  in  his  opinion  illegal  De  Sale  of  unlocated  Claims  in  Illinois, 
for  Taxes — 


THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Shawneetown  December  14'"  1816 

Sir  I  have  Recently  been  informed  that  a  petition  or  memorial 
has  been  forwarded  to  Congress  in  Order  to  Obtain  a  Relinquishment 
from  the  Government  for  the  three  last  Instalments  on  all  the  lots 
over  a  Certain  price,  all  the  high  priced  lots  lay  Immediately  on  the 
Margin  of  the  River  on  front  Street  &  on  the  Highest  and  Most 
Eligable  part  of  the  town  for  Business  the  Greater  part  of  them  are 
tolerably  well  improved  '* 

I  will  venture  to  say  that  their  is  not  one  unimproved  lot  of  the 
Above  description  that  Can  be  purchaced  at  any  Sum  less  than  the 
Sold  for  at  the  public  Sales,  and  a  Considerable  nimiber  of  them 
Could  Not  be  procured  at  a  Considerable  advance  at  present,  the 
Eligable  ground  in  front  in  the  Old  town  is  taken  up  or  Embraced  in 
those  high  price  lots  as  the  are  termed  &  Owned  principlely  by  Mer- 
chants and  Men  of  Capitol  who  mean  to  hold  them  Because  the 
Know  the  Value  of  them  for  Business 

I  have  been  prompted  to  Address  you  on  this  Subject  in  order  that 
you  might  be  in  the  possession  of  facts  which  I  think  Correct 

I  have  Not  Seen  the  Memorial  I  may  be  incorrect  as  to  the  Amount 
of  Discount  the  pray  for,  I  will  venture  to  say  that  instead  of  depre- 
ciateing  this  property  is  &  will  Still  Rise  in  Value  notwithstanding 
the  Overflowing  of  the  River,  Many  of  those  lots  have  been  Sold  By 
the  Origanal  purchacers,  &  Some  of  them  several  times  &  never  for 
a  less  price  than  the  Origanal  purchace  Money 

A  Case  has  Just  accured  of  a  person  who  purchaced  a  tract  of  land 
at  our  last  public  Sales,  the  person  in  the  Occupency  of  the  land  Will 
not  Give  the  purchacer  possession,  Will  you  Sir  have  the  goodness 
to  point  out  to  me  the  Most  Sumerary  &  Correct  Mode  of  proceedure 
in  Order  to  Give  the  purchacer  peaceable  possession  the  Marshall 
of  this  Teritory  Resides  120  Miles  from  this  place,  When  You  In- 
struct me  on  that  point,  I  would  thank  you  for  full  &.  particular  In- 
structions Relative  to  persons  Commiting  depredations  on  the  United 
States  Timber,  Will  the  Cost  of  the  Suits  be  paid  by  the  Govern- 
ment, &  Wheather  the  Must  be  Commenced  by  the  Attorney  for  the 

"  Post,  p.  457. 
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United  States  Who  Resides  at  Cahokia  180  miles  from  this  place  or 
Wheather  I  shall  be  authorized  to  Imploy  Council  at  this  place  ^' 
I  am  very  Respectfully  Sir    your  Obe'  Sev' 

Tho'  Sloo  Reg'  of 
the  land  Office  Shawneetown 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'    Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office    Washington  City    P  Mail 

[Endorsed]  14  Dec'  1816  Tho'  Sloo  de  depredations  on  timber 
Intruders  wont  give  possession  to  purchasers — Purchasers  of  Lots 
want  abatem'  of  price    Wrote  to  the  Sec''  1"'  dec'  *" 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS) 

S'  Louis  Dec'  IG'"  1816 
Sir  Much  anxiety  is  laterly  expressed  by  many  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Illinois  Territory  and  others,  That  the  Country  North  of,  and 
adjoining  to  the  Lands  that  are  now  selling  at  Edwardsville,  should 
be  offered  for  sale,  in  a  short  time,  so  that  they  may  locate  themselves 
and  families  in  it. 

From  information  that  I  have  received  from  several  inteligent 
men,  who  are  well  acquainted  with  that  part  of  the  Country;  and 
from  my  own  observation,  having  passed  over  a  part  of  it;  I  am  in- 
duced to  beleive,  that  a  considerable  quantity  of  these  lands  would 
immediately  sell  if  they  were  offered  for  sale.  That  tract  of  Country 
is  conveniently  divided  between  Prairies  and  wood  lands,  (perhaps 
there  is  too  much  prairie) — The  soil  is  generally  of  an  excellent  qual- 
ity, lies  well  for  Cultivation,  is  pretty  well  watered,  and  will  no  doubt 
be  very  healthy,  its  contiguity  to  considerable  and  increasing  settle- 
ments, will  facilitate  the  sale  and  settlement  of  the  Lands. 
I  am  with  much  respect  Sir    Your  Ob*  Serv' 

W"  Rector. 

The  Honbl*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  Washington  City 

"  There  are  numerous  letters  from  Sloo  to  Meigs  for  1816,  not  here  printed, 
in  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.) ;  they  are  mainly  routine  in 
character.  Similarly,  there  are  a  good  many  letters  from  Meigs  to  Sloo  for  the 
same  period  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bka.  6  and  7). 

"Error  for  Jan.  1,  1817,  in  which  letter  a  copy  of  the  above  was  enclosed, 
post,  p.  463;  in  his  letter  Meigs  expressed  the  opinion  that  one  half  of  the  price 
of  town  lots  should  be  paid  for  at  the  date  of  purchase  and  raised  the  question 
as  to  measures  to  be  taken  regarding  intruders. 
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[Addressed]  The  Honbl'  Josiah  Meigs — Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  Wasfiington  City  [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  Decem'  26'" 
Free 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  16  dec''  1816  W"  Rector— Lands  North  of 
Edwardsville  will  sell 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office.    December  17'"  1816. 
Hon:  W""  H  Crawford 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter,  dated  12'" 
Ult°,  from  the  Register  of  the  Land  office  &  Receiver  of  Public  Monies 
at  Edwardsville  in  the  Illinois  Territory,*'  representing  that  in  their 
opinion,  that  district  ought  to  be  enlarged  by  additional  Surveys: 
Should  the  President  coincide  with  their  opinion,  any  instructions  he 
may  give,  shall  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the  Surveyor  General 
of  that  Territory. 

most  respectfully  &c. 


COMMISSION  OF  JOSEPH  PHILIPS  AS  SECRETARY 

[NA:SD,  Misc.  Perm.  Comms.,  D] 

[December  17,  1816] 
James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting : 

Know  Ye,  That  reposing  special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the 

Integrity,  Diligence  and  Ability  of  Joseph  Philips  of  Tennessee,  I 

have  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  the 

Senate,  do  appoint  him  Secretary,  in  and  for  the  Illinois  Territory;** 

and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties 

of  that  Office  according  to  law;  and  to  Have  and  to  Hold  the  said 

Office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments  to  the  same 

of  right  appertaining  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  day  of  the 

date  hereof  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being 

should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and  determine  this  Commission. 

In  Testimony  whereof,  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be 

L.s    made  patent  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto 

affixed.     Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  the 

*'  Not  found. 

'2  Nominated  Dec.  16  and  confirmed  Dec.  17,  1816  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  III, 
61).  His  first  salary  voucher  was  for  the  period  Dec.  17  to  Mar.  31,  1817  (GAG, 
Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  34,743[1817]),  in  the  sum  of  $290.76.  He  did  not,  however, 
take  the  oath  of  office  as  Secretary  until  Mar.  17,  1817,  post,  p.  659. 
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Seventeenth  day  of  December  a.d.  1816;  and  of  the  Independence  of 
the  United  States  of  America  the  Forty  first. 

James  Madison 
By  the  President, 
Ja'  Monroe,  Secretary  of  State. 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  [THE  PRESIDENT] 
[NA:SD,  Applications:  ALS] 

Washington  Dec'  17'"  1816 

Sir  My  friends  Judge  Stuart  and  Gov''  Edwards  have  been  kind 
enough  to  forward  to  me  letters  of  introduction  to  you — The  contents 
of  Judge  Stuarts  letter  I  am  not  precisely  acquainted  with  as  it  was 
delivered  sealed  into  my  hands,  but  I  am  well  aware  that  I  am  the 
subject  of  it — That  of  Gov'  Edwards  was  transmitted  to  me  at  this 
place;  I  was  not  in  possession  of  it  when  I  waited  on  you — 

It  is  due  to  myself  to  remark  that  I  am  incapable  of  delivering  a 
letter  which  ascribes  to  me  feelings  not  entertained — Gov'  Edwards 
has  not  mistaken  my  political  opinions  nor  my  feelings  towards  you — 

I  at  first  thought  to  deliver  those  letters  personally,  but  as  they 
exceed  mere  common  place  introductory  letters,  delicacy  admonished 
me  to  give  them  their  present  course — I  flatter  myself  you  will  not 
mistake  my  motives — 

I  am  Sir  very  Respectfully  y'  ob*  Serv' 

Nat  Pope 

[Enclosure  :ALS] 

Alexander  Stuart  '^  to  [the  President] 

S'  Louis  October  14'"  1816 
D'  Sir — Permit  me  to  introduce  to  your  acquaintance  Nath'  Pope 
Esq'  formerly  the  secretary,  now  the  Delegate,  from  the  Illinois 
Territory — I  have  been  acquainted  with  M'  Pope  most  intimately 
ever  since  my  first  removal  to  the  western  Country;  during  all  which 
time  he  has  supported  a  character  without  blemish — His  Talents  & 
acquirements  have  deservedly  ranked  him  with  the  most  eminent 
gentlemen  of  the  Bar  in  this  Country — As  to  his  Politics;  he  is  with  the 
Govemm'  in  the  General;  tho  not  an  unqualified  approver  of  its 
measures — Any  Civilities  you  think  may  think  proper  to  shew  him 
will  always  be  acknowledged  by  your  very  Hb'""  Sv' 

Alex'  Stuart 


"•  Stuart  was  at  this  time  a  Judge  in  Missouri  Territory. 
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[Enclosure  :ALS] 
Governor  Edwards  to  [the  President] 

S'  Louis  Missouri  Territory  Nov'  2.  1816 

Dear  Sir  This  letter  will  be  handed  to  you  by  Nathaniel  Pope 
Esqr  the  delegate  from  the  Illinois  Territory  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
introduce  to  your  acquaintance — 

M'  Pope  being  a  near  relation  of  mine,'^*  delicacy  forbids  my  saying 
as  much  in  his  favor  as  I  believe  he  deserves,  or  as  I  should  otherwise 
wish — I  may  however  refer  to  the  overwhelming  majority  of  votes  by 
which  he  was  elected,  over  three  other  candidates,  as  proof  of  the 
estimation  in  which  his  character  is  held  by  the  people  of  the  Territory 
which  he  represents — As  a  lawyer  he  is  certainly  second  to  no  gentle- 
man of  the  bar  of  this,  or  his  own  Territory — As  a  pohtician — I 
think  he  is  sincerely  a  republican,  though  he  may  not  in  all  cases  have 
been  an  unqualified  admirer  of  all  the  measures  of  the  administration — 
he  nevertheless  has  always  appeared  disposed  liberally  to  appreciate 
the  difficulties  and  embarrassments  it  has  had  to  encounter — and 
it  is  within  my  own  personal  knowledge  that  he  has  been  uniformly  a 
zealous  advocate  for  your  election  to  the  Presidency — which  I  men- 
tion merely  for  the  purpose  of  characterizing  his  politics — 

Belie\ang  that  you  will  find  him  worthy  of  your  friendship,  I  beg 
leave  to  add  that  your  attention  to  him,  will  confer  an  additional 
obligation  on 

Y'  M°  Ob"*  Serv'  NiNIAN  EDWARDS 

[Endorsed]  Nathaniel  Pope 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  20'"  Decern'  1816. 
Hon  W  H  Crawford  Sec^  Treas" 

Sir  Yesterday  I  had  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  the  information 
collected  relative  to  Salines  &  Lead  Mines,**  &  I  now  transmit  infor- 
mation a  report  &  Map,  on  the  same  subject  which  information  was 

"■  Daniel  Pope  Cook  was  the  nephew  of  Pope  and  son-in-law  of  Edwards. 
See  Buck,  Illinois  in  1818,  p.  194. 

*<  Printed,  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  III,  269.  Among  the  numerous  enclosures, 
relevant  also  to  other  territories,  are  the  reports  of  John  McKee,  register  of  the 
land  office  in  the  Edwardsville  district,  Dec.  2,  1816,  ibid.,  pp.  271-272;  two 
reports  from  Leonard  White,  agent  at  the  U.S.  Saline,  dated  respectively  Aug.  17 
and  Nov.  15,  1816,  ibid.,  pp.  272-273;  and  a  letter  from  Delegate  Pope,  Dec.  12, 
1816,  ibid.,  pp.  273-274,  in  which  there  is  a  lengthy  discussion  of  saline  leases. 
There  are  also  reproduced,  loc.  cit.,  two  maps  of  the  area  of  the  U.S.  Saline. 
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received  from  the  Register  at  Shawneetown,**  who  has  explored  his 
district  &  discovered  some  Salines  &  appearances  of  Lead  Ore;  he  has 
also  reported  certain  tracts  of  Land  which  he  thinks  ought  to  be  re- 
served from  sale  for  the  use  of  those  Salines  when  they  are  leased,  for 
the  reservation  of  those  tracts  the  approbation  of  the  President  musi 
be  obtained 

When  the  Register  was  authorized  to  explore  the  district,  the  ex- 
pence  was  limited  to  five  hundred  dollars;  with  your  approbation  I 
will  direct  the  Register  to  receive  that  sum  from  the  Receiver  of 
Public  monies. 

I  am  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  M427:  ALS] 

General  Land  Office  20'"  Decern'  1816 
Sir  The  Register  of  the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown,  informed  me 
in  a  letter  dated  17  Ult"  *'  that  the  person  in  possession  of  Fort  Massac, 
has  injured  the  buildings  by  destroying  &  carrying  off  the  flooring,  has 
laid  waste  the  farm  &  Garden,  sold  the  rails,  &  cut  &  sold  100  Cords  of 
Wood :  the  name  of  this  person  is  Isaac  D  Wilcox,  &  the  Register  seems 
willing  to  put  some  careful  man  in  his  place  if  authorized  so  to  do — ■ 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed'  serv' 

JosiAH  Meigs. 
The  acting  Sec"  of  the  War  Departm' 

[Endorsed]  General  Land  Office  20'"  Dec^  1816  Josiah  Meigs 
Advising  that  he  has  rec*  information  that  the  person  in  Charge  of 
F'  Massac  has  laid  waste  the  place    &c 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 

[NA:  WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Dept.  of  War  23"'  Dec'  1816. 
The  Register  of  the  Land  office  Shawenetown  Illinois  Territory 

Sir  In  Consequence  of  information  received  from  M'  Meigs — 
I  have  to  request  that  you  will  take  charge  of  the  public  property 
including  Fort  Massac,  and  take  such  measures  for  the  preservation 
of  the  buildings  &  timber  as  you  may  think  best,  if  depredations  have 
been  committed,  you  will  please  report  the  facts  to  the  District 
attorney  for  the  Illinois  Territory,  with  a  request  that  he  take  the 
necessary  measures  in  relation  thereto. 

I  have  the  honor,  signed/GEO.  Graham  A.  S.  War. 


"  Ante,  p.  421.     The  map  referred  to  has  not  been  seen. 
M  Ante.  D.  428. 
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WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:  ALS] 

Surveyors  Office  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri    S'  Louis  Dec'  23"  1816 

Sir  I  have  just  rec*  your  letter  of  the  22"*  int°"  calling  for  an 
estimate  of  the  expenses  of  the  Surv^eying  in  these  Territories  the 
ensuing  year 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  Copy  of  my  estimate  up  to  the  1"  of 
July  next,  which  I  forwarded  to  you  on  the  8'"  Ins'  ^ 

From  the  1"'  of  July  next  to  the  end  of  the  year  I  conceive  it  will 
require  about  Fifteen  Thousand  dollars  to  pay  for  lajang  off  and 
Surveying  such  of  the  claims  of  individuals  and  ascertaining  the 
adjacent  public  Lands  East  of  the  Fifth  principal  meridian  as  will  be 
surveyed  during  that  time.  The  Land  Office  at  Edwardsvnlle  will  be 
the  most  convenient  place  to  draw  that  sum  at. 

I  am  with  much  respect  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector. 

The  Honbl^  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honbl^  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City    [Postmarked]  St.  Louis  Dec  23  Free 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  23  dec'  1816  W  Rector — Estimate — a  Duplicate. 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  CITIZENS  OF 
SHAWNEETOWN 

[NA:  HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:  DS] 

[Referred  December  24,  1816] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled — 

The  petition  of  the  undersigned  Citizens  of  Shawneetown  in  the 
Illinois  Territory,  and  adjacent  country  humbly  sheweth: 

That  your  petitioners  became  purchasers  to  a  large  amount  of  lots 
in  Shawneetown  aforesaid,  at  the  public  sales  of  said  lots  in  the  fall 
of  1814— at  an  excessive  high  price:  That  within  a  few  months  after 
the  sales  of  the  said  lots,  our  town  was  \'isited  by  a  most  destructive 
epidemic,  which  nearly  depopulated  the  place;  and  immediately  after 
in  the  same  winter  the  whole  of  the  town  on  the  River  was  inundated, 


"  A  circular  to  Surveyors  General  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  li). 
**  Present. 
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the  water  being  from  10  to  20  feet  over  the  whole  of  that  part  of  the 
town  immediately  on  the  River,  and  extending  back  about  one  mile 
to  the  foot  of  the  Hills,  a  heighth  entirely  unknown  to  the  oldest 
settlers  of  this  part  of  the  country.  That  alarmed  and  disheartened 
many  persons  have  ceased  to  improve,  and  have  abandoned  the 
place,  and  others  have  been  detered  from  settling  here. — 

That  under  these  unfortunate  combinations  improvements  have 
languished;  and  at  length  appear  to  have  ceased  entirely,  the  lots  have 
depreciated  so  much  in  value,  that  very  few  of  your  petitioners  can 
venture  to  make  the  remaining  three  payments  into  the  land  office; 
but  if  not  relieved  by  the  interposition  of  Congress,  must  eventually 
forfeit  the  lots  they  have  piu-chased,  to  the  Government,  together 
with  the  K  part  already  paid  into  the  land  office. — Your  petitioners 
humbly  conceive,  that  the  K  already  paid,  is  the  full  value  of  the  lots, 
when  compared  with  the  sales  of  lots  by  individuals  in  the  neighbour- 
ing counties  where  towns  have  since  been  laid  out  and  sold. — 

That  at  the  time  the  sales  of  lots  in  Shawneetown  took  place,  in 
consequence  of  the  War,  salt  was  commanding  a  verj'  high  price,  and 
the  Saline  was  in  extensive  operation.^Peace  has  brought  down  the 
price  of  salt,  mismanagement  has  made  the  Saline  of  little  comparitive 
value;  and  consequently  cut  off  the  best  branch  of  the  trade  which 
heretofore  has  centered  at  Shawneetown. — That  the  then  promising 
prospects  of  our  town,  drew  to  the  sales  of  lots  a  vast  number  of  dis- 
tant adventurers,  which  together  with  an  unhappy  spirit  of  opposition 
amongst  ourselves  combined  to  run  up  the  lots  to  the  astonishing 
prices  for  which  they  were  sold;  prices  far  greater  than  they  would 
now  bring  if  again  offered  for  sale. — 

Your  petitioners  apprehend  that  if  no  relief  is  granted,  three  fourths 
of  the  lots  purchased,  with  the  one  fourth  already  paid  upon  them, 
and  the  improvements  will  be  forfeited  to  the  Government,  and  the 
town  sink  even  below  its  present  diminished  population; — and  per- 
haps be  abandoned  for  some  other  site  offered  at  a  lower  rate  by  an 
individual. — Your  petitioners  on  examination  find  that  the  second 
payment  has  not  been  made  on  ten  lots  out  of  all  those  sold  at  the 
sales. — 

The  premises  considere<l  your  petitioners  pray  that  you  will  re- 
linquish to  the  purchasers  of  lots  in  Shawneetown,  the  three  fourths 
of  the  purchase  money  that  yet  remains  unpaid  to  the  Government, 
and  that  you  will  grant  such  other  &  further  relief  in  the  premises  as 
in  your  wisdom  you  shall  deem  right: — And  your  petitioners  as  in 
duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 
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Joseph  M.  Street. 
Michael  Jones 
Rob'  Peeples 
WilHs  Moreland 
WilHam  Hall 
Willis  Wheeler 
Hazle  Moreland 
Rich*  T,  Jones 
Joel  Pace 
Owen  Brill  Jr »' 
Charles  Cockran 
Sam'  Hayes 
Haly  Rossin 
Michael  Robinson 
John  Robinson 
Tho°  Johnson 
Lausan  E  Wilson 
Jn°  Waggener 
H.  Wilson 
Peter  C,  Seaton 
John  G  Damewood 
H,  C,  Clay 
Daniel  A  Mosby 
Herrod  Wilson 
J,  Zimmerman 
James  Cain 
Adrain  Davenport 
Drewry  Farley 

[Endorsed]  Petition  Inhabitants  of  Shawnee  town — Illinois  Terri- 
tory— Dec'  24 — 1816  Ref"*  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
Dec'  31—1816  Report  made— petition  Rejected.""— Pope  L  24. 
Pub  Lands 

[Endorsed  on  cover]  Petition  of  svmdry  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Shawnee — Illinois  Territory. — also  The  Petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  Knox  county,  Indiana  territory,  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
public  lands — Bill  reported.      


Henry  Kenyon 
Jephth  Hardin 
William  Kellog 
Phillip  Henson 
Cornelious  Lafferty 
Josiah  Settle 
Paul,  C,  Abney 
Isaac  Alvin 
Barney  McVey 
Ja°  Blue 
John  Bull 
Isaiah  S  Potts 
D,  Apperson 
Jn°  Marshall 
James  Trousdale 
H  Oldham 
Ashley  &  Vaught 
Moses  M  Rawligs 
E  Davis 
S  M  Hubbard 
Ephraim  Hubbard  Jr 
Jn°  Caldwell 
Tho»  M.  Davis 
Michael  Sprinkle 
John  Frazer 
John  Wilson 
Harrison  Wilson 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:  PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

Gen'  Post  Office  26  Dec'  1816. 
Hon"''  Nath  Pope    M.  H.  Representatives 

Sir    I  have  the  honour  to  observe  in  reply  to  M'  Morrisons,  en- 
closed in  yours  of  [blank]  that  the  difficulties  complained  of  will  be 
removed,  by  the  Establishment  of  Kaskaskia  to  be  an  office  of 
Distribution,  I  have  the  Honour  to  be  y'  Obed  Serv' 
~T"^    ~  ^  •  R  J  Meigs  J' 

*'  Reading  uncertain. 

•I  Annals,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.,  394.     See  post,  p.  462. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  MORRISON 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U) 

General  Post  Office  26  Decern'  1816 
Robert  Morrison  Esq'    Postmaster  Kaskaskia  II.  Ter" 

Sir  I  will  thank  you  to  send  another  mail  once  a  fortnight  between 
your  Office  and  Jackson  C.  H.  so  as  to  make  a  weekly  mail  for  that 
route,  you  will  not  stipulate  to  pay  more  than  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  Dollars  P  annum  for  said  mail.  May  I  hear  from  you  on 
this  Subject?  Blanks  are  forwarded  to  your  office  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  you  to  Distribute  Mails.  Your  office  is  now  considered  to 
be  an  Office  of  Distribution. 

Y'  Most  Obed'  R  J  Meigs  J' 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  COX 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

December  30.  1816 
Robert  Cox  Esqr    Kaskaskia  111.  T. 

Sir,  In  reply  to  yours  of  the  11th.  inst."  I  observe  that  we  have 
no  account  opened  at  this  office  with  James  Gilbreath  for  transporting 
the  mail — nor  have  we  had  such  an  a/c. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SO,  Mo.:LSl 

Surveyors  Office,  St  Louis  Dec'  30'"  1816 
Sir,  I  have  lately  received  Communications  from  several  of  the 
Deputy  Surveyors  who  are  engaged  in  laying  off  the  Military  bounty 
lands  in  these  Territories.  From  the  report  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  Surveying  between  the  Mississippi  and  Illinois  Rivers,  it  appears 
that  a  large  proportion  of  that  tract  of  Country  consists  of  lands  of 
good  quality  much  of  which  is  first  rate  soil,  generally  lies  well  for 
cultivation,  and  is  generally  well  watered  with  good  Springs,  Brooks 
and  larger  streams,  some  of  which  are  very  suitable  for  Mills.  The 
greatest  objection  to  that  part  of  the  Country  seems  to  be  the  scarcity 
of  timber  there  is  however  in  many  places  considerable  bodies  of 
exellent  timber,  some  Stone  Coal  has  been  discovered  in  that  quarter, 
and  it  is  believed  that  great  abundance  may  be  found — And  from 
all  the  information  I  have  received  concerning  that  part  of  the  Country, 


•'  Not  found. 
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I  conceive  it  to  be  very  suitable  for  settlements.  I  think  there  will 
be  more  than  Three  Millions  five  hundred  Thousand  Acres  of  land  fit 
for  Cultivation  embraced  by  our  Surveys. — In  making  arrangements 
to  have  these  lands  surveyed,  my  object  was  to  get  that  quantity  of 
land  fit  for  cultivation  and  no  more  But  the  Country  proves  to  be 
of  better  quallity  than  was  expected. — 

It  seems  from  the  report  of  the  Surveyors  between  the  S'  Francis 
and  Arkansas  Rivers,  that  there  is  but  a  small  proportion  of  the  lands 
in  that  quarter  that  is  fit  for  cultivation,  the  greater  part  of  it  being 
either  low  &  marshy  or  hilly,  Stony  &  poor.  I  have  found  it  necessary 
to  change  the  situation  of  several  of  the  surveys  in  that  quarter  in 
order  to  get  better  lands.  There  is  no  large  body  of  good  lands 
between  the  St.  Francis  and  Arkansas;  And  if  all  the  Deputy  Sur- 
veyors fulfil  their  engagements,  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  will  not  be 
Two  Millions  of  acres  fit  for  Cultivation ;  But  as  the  Country  between 
the  Mississippi  &  Illinois  Rivers  is  better  than  was  expected,  there 
will  be  something  more  good  lands  included  in  the  Surveys  than  was 
directed  to  be  Surveyed.  Taking  the  two  tracts  together  I  presume 
there  will  be  about  the  proper  quantity  of  lands  fit  for  cultivation, 
Towit  5500000  Acres.— 

I  expect  to  be  able  to  transmit  to  the  General  Land  Office  Plats 
&  Descriptions  of  all  the  Military  bounty  lands  and  of  the  other  lands 
which  I  have  made  arrangements  to  survey  between  the  present  time 
and  the  first  of  July  next  °- 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  much  respect    your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

The  Honbl'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 
Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honbl*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City  Free 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  30  dec"'  1816  W"  Rector  progress  of  Surveys 
Ans"  23'*  Jan  1817  '^ 


»-  See  Meigs  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Dec.  30,  1816  (NA,GLO,  Misc. 
Lets.  Sent,  Bli.  7),  stating,  in  answer  to  a  Senate  resolution  of  Dec.  29,  that  the 
surveyor  general  of  Illinois  and  Missouri  territories  expected  the  military  bounty 
lands  to  be  surveyed  by  May  1,  1817,  but  that  there  was  no  statement  then 
available  as  to  the  present  status  of  the  surveys.  I 

'^  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.),  Xiv.  There  are  other  but  principally  routine  letters 
from  William  Rector  to  Meigs  during  1816,  not  here  printed,  in  NA  (GLO,  SO, 
Mo.,  Lets.  Reed.,  vi).  Similarly,  there  are  letters  for  the  same  period  from 
Meigs  to  Rector  in  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  II). 
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REPORT  AND  RESOLUTION  OF  HOUSE  COMMITTEE  ON 
PUBLIC  LANDS 

INA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:AD] 

[Read  December  30,  1816] 

The  Committe  on  public  Lands  to  whom  was  refered  the  the 
Petition  of  Sundry  Citizens  of  Shawneetown,  have  had  the  Same 
under  Consideration  &  respectfully  submit  the  following  report — That 
the  Petitioners  in  the  year  1814  purchased  at  public  sale  a  great 
Number  of  town  lotts,  That  sinse  that  period,  they  have  depreciated 
in  Value  owing  as  the  Petitioners  say  to  disease  &  inundation  with 
which  they  have  been  visited — They  say  further  that  the  Saline  in  the 
neighbourhood  which  gave  value  to  town  property  has  been  neglected 
&  that  the  prospects  of  prosperity  which  induced  them  to  purchase 
have  vanished — For  these  reasons  &  others  if  possible  of  Less  Weight 
The  Petitioners  pray  that  three  fourths  of  the  purchase  money,  yet 
remaining  to  be  paid,  may  be  relinquished  to  them  by  the  Government 

The  Committee  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  petition,  would  be  to  establish  a  most  dangerous  precedent 
— to  invite  applications  of  a  similar  nature,  without  number — to 
diminish  the  Revenue  arising  from  the  sale  of  Lands  &  to  destroy 
some  of  the  best  established  principles  The  Committe  Recommend 
the  following  Resolution — 

Resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not  to  be  Granted — 

[Endorsed]  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands — on  the 
Petition  of  Inhabitants  of  Shawneetown.  Recorded.  Dec'  30 — 
1816  Read,  concurred  in — Petition  rejected. — Robertson  2.31.  agreed  °* 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  MORRISON 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

Dec.  31.  1816 
R.  Morrison  P.  M.  Kaskaskia  111.  Ty. 

Sir  Whenever  the  mail  for  St.  Louis  or  for  any  other  quarter 
fails — I  wish  you  to  send  the  delayed  mail  to  its  point  of  destination 
by  express  The  expense  of  the  express  you  will  pay — and  charge  its 
amount  to  this  office,  you  will  at  the  same  time  advise  this  office  when 
the  occurrence  took  place  and  the  amount  paid  that  we  may  charge  the 
amt.  to  the  delinquent  mail  contractor. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


**  AniiaU,  14  Cong.,  2  less.,  394. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  office  1*'  Jaw"  1817. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  register 
of  the  Land  Office  at  Shawneetown,^^  relative  to  what  he  considers  an 
unreasonable  application  from  purchasers  of  town  Lots,  to  Congress, 
for  a  remission  of  part  of  the  purchase  money:  Instead  of  remitting  a 
part  of  the  purchase  money  it  would  be  adviseable  (in  my  opinion) 
that  provision  should  be  made  by  law,  that  Town  lots  should  in  future 
be  paid  for,  one  half  the  amount  at  the  time  of  purchase  &  the  other 
half  in  four  years,  because  the  amount  of  a  town  lot  is  so  trifling  that 
it  does  little  more  than  pay  the  expence  of  surveying  Stationary  Clerk 
hire  &  parchment,  and  at  present  gives  as  much  trouble  to  the  Officers 
as  a  whole  section  does. 

I  will  thank  you  to  say  what  measures  must  be  taken  by  the  register 
in  the  cases  he  mentions  Viz*  depredations  on  the  timber  of  the  U. 
States,  and  intruders  holding  possess"  of  lands  purchased  by  individ- 
uals from  the  U.  States 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Hon.  W.  H.  Crawford  Secret^  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  office  2°^  Jan'  1817. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  9'"  Ult° 
from  the  Surveyor  of  the  territories  of  Illinois  and  Missouri,"'  by 
which  you  will  perceive  that  he  and  I  differ  in  construing  the  act  (of 
29'"  Ap'  1816)  to  provide  for  the  appointm'  of  a  surveyor  in  those 
territories;  he  considers  himself  entitled  to  25  cents  per  mile  upon 
public  surveys,  I  consider  him  entitled  to  those  fees  only  upon  private 
surveys 

Why  his  salary  was  fixed  at  $1000,  and  no  provision  made  for 
Clerk  hire,  whilst  the  Surveyor  N  W.  of  Ohio  river,  and  the  Surveyor 
South  of  Tennessee  have  $2000,  &  a  provision  for  Clerk  hire  I  cannot 
say,  neither  can  I  persuade  myself  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  to  establish  a  new  mode  of  compensating  a  Surveyor 
which  would  give  him  one  twelfth  of  the  compensation  of  all  his 
deputies,  their  chain  carriers,  and  axe  men  &c. — In  my  opinion  his 


"  Ante,  p.  451. 

•»  NA(GL0,  Lets,  from  SO,  Mo.),  relative  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  which 
must  be  kept  at  St.  Louis. 
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salary  &  provision  for  Clerk  hire,  should  be  the  same  that  the  other 
surveyors  herein  mentioned,  receive,  and  to  be  payable  from  the 
time  he  entered  on  the  duties  of  his  office 
I  am  &c 

Hon.  W"  H.  Crawford  Secret"  of  the  Treasury. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  WILLIAM  RECTOR 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii] 

General  Land  Office  2"*  Jan^  1817. 

Sir  Your  letter  of  25*"  Nov'  with  Index  Maps  of  surveys  in  Mis- 
soirn  and  Illinois  territories  was  duly  received;"  your  inforation  that 
the  surveys  of  Military  Bounty  lands  will  be  completed  in  May  next 
is  very  satisfactory. 

Your  letter  of  9'"  Ult"  relative  to  your  compensation  has  been  laid 
before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  who  will  I  presume  present  the 
subject  to  Congress. 

Your  surveying  accounts  have  been  transmitted  to  the  auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  I  apprehend  they  will  not  be  acted  upon  till  congress  have 
had  under  consideration  the  subject  of  your  compensation. 

Your  estimate  of  the  expences  of  surveying  shall  be  laid  before  the 
Secret"  of  the  Treasury  in  due  time 

I  am  &c 

W"  Rector  Esq'  Surveyor  &c.  S'  Louis 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
INA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P:ALS] 

[Jammry  3,  1817] 
Sir    I  have  written  to  Gov'  Edwards  to  send  me  a  letter  from  Col 
Edgar  requesting  the  patent  to  issue  to  him  (Gov'  Edwards)" — I 
therefore  must  request  that  no  patents  issue  on  those  certificates  until 
a  further  application^ — 
Y'  Ob'  Serv'  Nat  Pope 

Jan*  3">  1817 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'"  Josiah  Meigs  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Endorsed]    3"  Jan"  1817    Hon:  M'  Pope  relative  to  patents  for 
Edgar  or  N  Edwards 


"  Loc.  eil. 

"  Letter  not  seen. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  4'"  January  1817. 

Sir,  I  retiirn  the  papers  and  petition  of  William  Edwards :  ^^  I  believe 
he  incurred  considerable  expences  by  a  journey  to  the  Illinois  territory 
to  survey  public  lands.  His  statement  that  the  lands  described  in  his 
contract  were  not  to  be  found,  owing  to  the  course  of  the  Illinois  river 
being  different  from  what  was  supposed,  is  correct:  and  my  opinion  is, 
that  the  Surveyor  General  M"'  Tiffin,  ought  to  be  authorised  to  pay 
M'  Edwards  for  his  time,  trouble,  &  expences,  such  sum  as  he  (the 
Surveyor  General)  deems  reasonable  not  exceeding  [blank]  dollars. 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Hon.  W"  H.  Crawford    Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G-Misc.:ALS] 

S*  Louis  6*"  Jan^  1817 

Sir  Your  favour  of  the  4'"  Ult° '  in  which  you  state  the  President 
has  granted  me  permission  to  visit  the  City  of  Washington  this  winter 
came  safe  to  hand  last  week  the  lateness  of  the  season  will  prevent 
me  from  availing  myself  of  his  goodness — It  will  be  necessary  for  me 
to  be  here,  that  I  may  have  my  preparations  in  readiness  to  commence 
my  agency  early  in  the  spring,  for  which  purpose  I  beg  instructions 
on  the  subject  of  my  expenditiu^es  in  carrying  it  into  effect — 

I  solicit  your  attention  to  my  communication  bearing  date  Sep' 
20'"  -  &  beg  leave  to  observe  that  the  articles  of  Tobacco,  Whiskey 
Powder  &  Lead  had  better  be  purchased  in  this  Country  as  they  will 
come  much  cheaper  &  can  be  purchased  in  such  quantities  as  I  may 
find  necessary- — If  I  am  permitted  to  draw  on  the  War  Dep'  for  the 
means,  of  carrsdng  my  agency  into  effect  I  beg  the  Am'  may  be  stated 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  With  great  Respect  Y''  Ob'  Serv' 

R  Graham  Ind°  Ag'  for  Illinois  Ter" 

The  Hon*'*  The  Secretary  of  War 

[Addressed]    The  Hon""  The  Secretary  of  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  6  Jany  1817.  R.  Graham  Esqr  Cannot  avail 
himself  of  the  priviledge  granted  to  visit  Washington — ^relative  to 
his  Agency — &c  Jany  1817. 


»»  Not  seen. 

'  NA  (OIA,  SW  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C), 

«  Ante,  p.  395. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskasku  January  8'"  1817. 

Sir  Inclosed  you  will  receive  accounts  of  Monies  entered  and  lands 
applied  for  from  the  1"  to  the  31"  Decern''  1816,  inclusive,  together 
with  the  receipts  granted  by  the  Receiver  from  N°  999  to  1057  in- 
clusive ^ — Your  letter  of  the  14  "•  Ultimo  came  to  hand  by  this  days 
mail  * — The  Grant  to  Philip  Renault  reported  by  M'  Backus  &  myself 
31"  Decem"^  1809,  from  the  Hills  to  the  Mississippi,  as  laid  down  in 
the  plat  accompanying  that  report,"  has  been  confirmed,  by  the  3" 
Sec  of  the  act  passed  the  20*"  February  1812.  "in  favour  of  such 
claimants"  "as  entered  in  the  transcript  of  Decisions"  "according 
to  their  respective  rights  thereto"  Saving  the  right  of  any  other 
Individual  claiming  the  same  land."  the  transfers  of  title  to  these 
lands  seem  to  be  regular  down  to  Smith,  in  right  of  whom  the  adverse 
claims  of  both  Morrison  &  Greenup  are  derived — Bouvet  seems  to 
have  no  pretension — he  having  conveyed  his  right  to  said  Smith  the 
5*"  June  1789. — The  only  point  for  decision  is — who  who  is  the  legal 
representative  of  James  Smith?^ — if  this  cannot  be  decided,  would  it 
not  be  advisable,  in  that  case  to  grant  the  Patent  (when  the  surveys 
shall  have  been  completed)  to  James  Smith  or  his  legal  represent- 
atives— 

The  Gentlemen  who  made  proposals  for  leasing  the  Illinois  lead 
Mines,  are  anxious  to  be  informed  whether  their  propositions  will  be 
acceeded  to  by  the  President,  as  they  intend  to  commence  their 
opperations  early  in  the  spring 

The  final  certificates  of  Lands  sold  are  now  nearly  all  made  out, 
and  shall  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  Receiver  can  prepare  &  transmit 
the  title  papers  and  certificates  of  confirmation  of  unlocated  claims 
surrendered  in  payment 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  your  most  Ob*  S' 

Mich'  Jones  Reg" 

The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs 

[Addressed]    The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs 

•  Not  present. 

«  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  in  reply  to  letters  from  Jones  dated  Nov. 
8  and  Nov.  19,  1816  (NA,  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  both  of  which 
related  in  part  to  the  protest  of  Greenup  against  issuing  certificates  to  Joseph 
Morrison  for  lands  claimed  by  the  legal  representatives  of  one  James  Smith, 
deceased.  In  the  second  of  the  letters  referred  to  (Nov.  19)  there  are  seven  en- 
closures, among  which  are  lists  of  the  lands  involved,  a  review  of  the  history  of 
the  case,  releases,  and  conveyances,  and  a  copy  of  the  will  of  James  Smith. 

»  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands.  Ii,  189-194. 

•  2  Stat.  678. 
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[Endorsed]  Kaskas*  8  Jan^  1817  M  Jones — relative  to  claims 
contested  by  Morrison  &  Greenup.  Proposers  for  Lead  Mine  Leases 
want  informa"  Ans*  30  Jan^'  For  Greenups  Protest  or  Caveat 
see  Regis"  letter  of  19  Nov  1816  ' 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  JOSLA.H  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P:ALS] 

[January  9,  1817] 
D""  Sir  The  inclosed  Memorial  to  Congress  was  rec*  by  me  last 
evening  ^ — Conceiving  it  entirely  imder  the  controul  of  the  president 
of  the  U.  States,  I  have  thought  proper  to  change  its  destination  and 
lay  it  before  you  and  barely  remark  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
seems  reasonable;  indeed  I  think  there  ought  to  be  three  or  four  tavern 
stands  in  the  reservation — 

I  do  not  think  that  too  much  has  been  said  of  M''  Blue,  whom  I 
know  and  respect — 
y  Ob'.  Ser7*  Nat  Pope 

Jan^  g*"  1817 

[Addressed]    Josiah  Meigs  Esq    Gen'-  Land  Office 

[Endorsed]    9  Jan  1817  Nath  Pope,  de  Tavern  stand  at  the  Saline 
Ans"  16""  1" 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P:ALS] 

Washington  Jan^  10'"  1817 
Sir  Your  favour  of  this  morning  is  before  me  in  relation  to  which 
I  beg  leave  to  remark  that  I  suppose  the  reservation  out  of  Sales  of 
the  pubHc  Land  around  the  U.  States  Saline  in  the  Illinois  Territory 
is  vmder  the  immediate  controul  of  the  Presindent — That  he  may 
alter,  enlarge  or  abridge  it  as  he  may  deem  conducive  to  the  public 
good — If  I  am  correct  in  this  it  necessarily  results  that  the  President 
may  except  out  of  the  reserve  and  offer  for  sale  any  spot  (be  the 
same  more  or  less)  within  the  limits  of  the  general  reservation  pro- 
vided it  does  not  include  a  Salt  Spring — Indeed  I  conceive  such  a 
power  incidental  to  the  general  power  given  to  him  to  Superintend 
that  manufactory  of  Salt,  xmless  it  be  found  to  contravene  some 
statute — Such  Law  if  there  be  one  has  not  come  within  the  Scope  of 

'  Post,  p.  475. 

«  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  &  Ree.  Lets.). 

•  Ante,  p.  448. 

*  Probably  an  error  for  Jan.  14;  see  poiJ,  p.  469. 
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my  observation — It  is  by  no  means  my  wish  to  press  M'  Blue  into 
the  senice;  but  deeming  the  subject  worthy  your  consideration  as 
in  my  opinion  the  public  interest  would  be  advanced  by  the  disposal 
of  Scite  for  a  Tavern,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  again  inviting  your 
attention  to  the  memorial  with  perfect  indifference  whether  M"^  Blue 
or  any  other  worthy  man  obtain  the  pri\nlege;  — hoping  that  if  you 
do  not  find  it  within  the  Scope  of  your  legitimate  powers,  that  you  will 
(if  you  think  with  me  &  the  memorialists)  recommend  the  adoption 
of  such  measvires  as  will  lead  to  the  attainment  of  the  object — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Y'  Ob*  Serv' 

Nat  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'"  Josiah  Meigs  Gen'  Land  Office 

[Endorsed]     10'"  Jan>-  1817    N  Pope  about  Lease  for  Tavern  Stand 
Ans"  14'"  " 


WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS] 

Surveyors  Office  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri,  S'  Louis.  Jan''  12'"  1817 

Sir,  I  herewith  transmit  to  the  General  Land  Office  Plats  & 
Descriptions  of  the  following  described  Townships  of  land,  in  the 
Military  tract,  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  Viz.  Townships  N"'  2,  3,  4, 
5,  6  &  7  North  of  Range  N"  1  West,  1,  2,  3,  4  &  5  North  of  Range  2 
West  6  &  7  North  of  Range  3  West,  and  Townships  N°'  2,  3,  4  &  7 
North  of  the  Base  line  of  Range  N°  1  East  of  the  4'"  Principal  Meridian 

The  content  of  the  quarter  Sections  on  the  North  &  West  of  the 
Townships,  have  been  calculated  on  the  presumption  that  when  the 
Sections  shall  be  subdivided  into  quarter  Sections,  that  the  lines  will 
be  run  parrallel  to  the  side  boundaries,  between  which  they  pass,  and 
that  quarter  Section  Comers  will  be  established  at  the  intersections 
with  the  North  &  West  boundaries  of  the  Townships — This  plan  of 
calculating  is  different  from  the  one  heretofore  practiced;  But  is 
believed  to  be  a  better  plan  as  it  will  give  to  each  quarter  Section  on 
the  North  &  West  of  the  Townships,  the  quantity  which  they  are 
represented  to  contain — There  will  be  more  uniformity  in  the  size  of 
the  Quarter  Sections,  &  the  division  lines  will  be  run  to  the  Cardinal 
points;  But  as  it  is  a  new  method,  I  have  declined  setting  the  quantities 
down  on  the  Plats,  but  have  sent  a  list  of  the  Content  of  each  quarter 
calculated  agreeably  to  the  new  method  here  proposed 

"  Post,  p.  469. 
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Please  to  inform  me  whether  you  approve  of  this  method  of  cal- 
culating or  not — 

I  am  with  much  respect  Sir  Your  Ob'  Serv' 

W"  Rector 

The  honbl°  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land  Office 
Washington  City — 

[Addressed]  The  HonbP  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  12  Jan  1817  W  Rector  with  plats  of  Illinois 
milit^  tracts:  has  adopted  a  new  mode  to  equalize  q"'  Sect"^  Ans* 
22  feb  1817  '^  &  gave  plats  to  M^  King  All  the  above  described  plats 
and  Descriptions  have  been  received    R  K. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office.  14  January  1817 
Hon:  Nathaniel  Pope 

Sir  Since  I  wrote  you  last,  the  President  declined  approving  of  a 
Lease  of  half  a  section  of  Land  reserved  as  a  Saline — the  Lease  drawn 
by  the  Register  was  for  One  year,  &  was  granted  merely  to  secure  to 
the  U  S  the  value  of  a  quantity  of  pine  logs,  cut  by  some  tresspasser: 
the  President  considers  it  questionable  whether  he  has  authority  to 
lease  lands  that  have  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  Salines,  for  any 
other  purpose  than  that  of  making  Salt,  I  therefore  retmn  the  applica- 
tion for  a  Lease  for  Ninety-nine  years  for  a  tract  for  a  tavern  stand. 

A  certificate  of  confirmation  in  favor  of  Geo :  Lunceford  arrived  this 
day  from  Kaskaskia,  the  register  says  "M"  Biggs  informed  me  that 
the  heirs  of  Geo:  Lunceford  have  pretensions  to  the  claim  of  the  late 
Dan'  M°Cam  &  has  requested  me  to  state  that  it  is  his  wish  that  the 
Hon:  N'  Pope  might  be  advised  of  the  arrival  of  these  Certify  previous 
to  the  issuing  of  a  patent. 

I  am  &c. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  January  19.  1817 
Sir    Having  reason  to  believe  that  one  of  our  Territorial  Judges 
will  shortly  resign  his  appointment,  I  beg  leave,  should  that  event 


'2  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ll),  expressing  approval.  See  Meigs  to  Rector, 
Jan.  30,  1817,  loc.  cit.,  stating  that  Rector's  returns  of  tracts  do  not  agree  with 
the  returns  of  Tiffin. 
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happen,  to  recommend  Daniel  P.  Cook,  Esq'  of  this  Territory  as  a 
gentleman  well  qualified  to  supply  the  vacancy,  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  advantage  to  the  public — Possessing  talents  both  brilliant  &  solid, 
being  a  well  read  lawyer,  an  eloquent  advocate,  and  an  amiable  and 
honorable  gentleman  his  appointment  would  be  infinitely  more 
gratifying  to  his  fellow  Citizens,  than  that  of  any  stranger  whatever — 
and  indeed  it  seems  to  me  that  good  policy  recommends  that  they 
should  be  gratified,  (as  far  as  may  not  be  forbidden  by  the  general 
interest)  with  appointments  of  persons  residing  in  the  Territory,  as 
it  must  in  a  very  short  time  become  a  state.  And  as  it  at  present  is 
somewhat  in  a  state  of  inquietude  in  consequence  of  the  appointment 
of  Judge  Towles,  not  from  any  objections  to  that  gentlemans  character, 
or  capacities,  but  from  the  circumstance  of  his  continuing  to  cultivate 
improve  and  attend  to  his  farm  in  Kentucky  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
leave  little  doubt  that  he  has  no  idea  of  a  permanent  residence  in  the 
Territory — The  natural  tendency  of  such  occurrences  is  to  create 
jealousies  &  dissatisfaction,  not  easily  to  be  controled — I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying,  that  had  M"^  Cook  sufficient  strength  of  constitution 
to  continue  in  thfe  extensive  practice  of  the  law,  in  which  he  is  en- 
gaged— it  would  not  be  his  interest,  nor  do  I  suppose  that  he  could 
be  prevailed  upon  to  accept  the  appointment  for  which  I  have  the 
honor  to  recommend  him — I  will  only  add  that  this  is  the  same 
gentleman  who  was  recently  recommended  for  the  appointment  of 
secretary  to  this  Territory 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  M"  Ob'  Serv* 

NiNUN  Edwards 

The  Hon— James  Monroe  Sec.  of  State 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

Gen'  Land  Ofhce.    22'*  January  1817. 
Hon:  N.  Pope  House  R» 

Sir  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21"  Ins*,"  I  have  to  observe, 
that  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  Illinois  Territory  is  limited  to 
"land  lying  in  either  of  the  districts  establish'd  for  the  sale  of  Pub: 
Lands  in  the  Terr''  By  the  word  either,  I  concieve  the  pre-emp"  right 
was  limited  to  the  districts  of  Kaskaskia  &  Shawneetown ;  I  have  not 
heard  that  any  pre-emp"  claims  were  made  for  Lands  in  that  part  of 
the  Illinois  Territory  which  is  a  part  of  Vincennes  district,  nor  do  I 
consider  any  law  necessary  on  the  subject, 

I  am  &c 


'« NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P). 
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DELEGATE  POPE  TO  RICHARD  M.  JOHNSON 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  P88:ALS] 

Congress  Hall  Jan^  2S"^  1817 

Sir  At  the  declaration  of  War  the  inconsiderable  and  dispersed 
population  of  the  Illinois  &  Missouri  Territories  was  menaced  at  every 
point — The  Gov"'  of  Illinois  Territory  had  a  delicate  &  difficult  part 
to  act — (I  speak  of  him  because  I  have  a  personal  acquaintance  with 
the  subject)  The  U.  States  had  no  troops  in  that  quarter  The  in- 
habitants could  expect  none — It  became  necessary  therefore  for  the 
Gov"  to  call  forth  all  the  energies  of  the  Territory  and  in  order  to  do 
that  he  was  obliged  to  turn  out  himself  and  by  means  of  his  personal 
influence  and  the  common  danger  he  was  enabled  to  embody  a  force 
adequate  to  the  protection  of  that  Territory  The  invasion  attempted 
by  a  large  body  of  Indians  in  September  1812  was  defeated  by  the 
State  of  preparation  and  the  Indians  were  pursued  and  Surprised  in 
their  towns  and  many  killed — But  for  these  decisive  measures  the 
people  in  all  likelihood  would  have  been  driven  into  Kentucky — You 
will  remember  that  the  Gov'  of  Kentucky  was  called  on  for  help,  but 
the  force  intended  for  Illinois  was  taken  to  Vincennes — • 

M''  Armstrong  then  Secretary  of  War  refused  to  pay  the  Gen' 
Staff — No  reason  is  stated — I  can  only  guess  at  it;  which  is  that  the 
number  of  men  in  service  did  not  authorise  so  large  a  staff — In  answer 
I  will  barely  remark  that  the  nature  of  the  Service  called  for  the 
utmost  vigilance — As  to  the  Volunteer  aids  I  am  well  convinced  that 
the  Gov"^  never  expected  that  they  were  to  be  paid  as  such — -They 
wished  to  go  on  the  expedition  and  requested  a  place  in  the  Gov"  Fam- 
ily and  to  secure  to  them  the  respect  due  to  their  merits  he  appointed 
them  Volunteer  aids — 

None  of  the  Staff  held  commissions  in  the  War  and  I  believe  they 
all  paid  for  their  own  Rations — I  risk  nothing  in  when  I  say  that  no 
body  of  men  of  same  numbers  cost  the  Government  less  or  performed 
more  important  services — 

I  do  concur  that  the  Staff  ought  to  be  paid  upon  the  same  principle 
adopted  in  the  cases  of  Governors  Meigs  and  Harrison — 

I  am  D'  Sir  Y'  Ob»  Servant 

Nat  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'*  R.  M.  Johnson  Present 

[Eiidorsed]  M'  Pope  Congress  Hall  23  Janry  1817.  Hon'ble  N. 
Pope  relative  to  the  payment  of  the  Gov''  &  Staff  of  the  Illinois 
Territory  &c— Jany  1817.    M'  Pope 
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MEMORIAL    TO    CONGRESS    BY    THE    LEGISLATIVE 

ASSEMBLY 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.iDS] 

[Referred  Jariuary  24,  1817] 
To  the  Honerable  the  Senate  and  house  of  Representatives  of  the  United 

States  in  Congress  assembled. 

The  Memorial  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Illinois  Territory  humbly  sheweth  that  it  being  the  duty 
of  this  Legislature  to  aid  by  all  correct  and  honerable  means  in 
representing  to  the  General  Government  the  situation  of  their  fellow 
citizens,  and  to  solicit  from  it  that  justice  which  their  indigence 
arising  out  of  their  meritorious  and  patriotic  acts  in  their  exposed 
situation  seems  to  merit.  The  genius  of  our  government  and  the 
liberality  and  justice  which  is  so  often  manifested  on  the  part  of 
those  who  exercise  it  gives  a  claim  on  their  undulgence  and  in  favour 
of  the  few  who  have  excited  our  comiseration,  we  can  confidently 
rely  on  their  liberality.  Your  Memorialists  theirfore  beg  leave  to 
depict  to  you  the  situation  of  a  portion  of  their  fellow  citizens  on  the 
frontier  in  the  Territery  of  Illinois  who  have  saved  the  state  but  have 
lost  their  fortunes  and  some  their  dearest  connection  who  fell  victims 
to  the  merciless  fury  of  an  enraged  savage  the  ally  of  an  enlightend 
monster.  These  defenceless  fronteer  citizens  who  are  the  object  of 
our  prayer,  were  from  the  commencment  of  the  war  with  great 
Britain  exposed  to  the  frequent  incusions  of  the  most  dangerous  of 
enemies,  the  ferocious  children  of  the  forest,  whose  approach  was 
dreaded,  yet  their  steps  could  not  be  traced,  nor  the  murderous  stroke 
of  the  Tomahawk  be  averted,  family  after  family  fell  a  pray  to  these 
Tigers  in  the  human  shape.  The  cruelties,  inflicted  on  these  victims 
appaled  the  stoutest  heart,  yet  these  settlers  did  not  fly.  They 
associated  fosterd  and  bravely  mintained  their  country  and  not 
until  all  hope  of  resistanc  and  protection  had  failed  did  they  abandon 
their  ground.  The  comander  in  chief  General  Howard  percieved 
their  approaching  fate  and  finding  his  disposable  force  incompetent 
to  a  general  protection  of  so  extensive  a  frontier  advised  them  to 
fall  back  into  the  interior  settlements^ — The  alarm  of  danger  became 
solemn  and  impressive,  and  was  immediately  spread  through  the 
frontier  Settlement  of  Shoal  Creek  &c.  The  citizens  fled  with  precip- 
itation, abandoning  their  farms  Stock  and  every  species  of  property, 
their  farms  were  laid  waste  and  their  property  consumed  and  de- 
stroyed by  the  Savage  enemy.  Thus  deprived  of  a  home,  destitute 
of  the  common  comforts  of  life  and  dependant  on  the  hospitality  of 
the  world  for  support,  is  a  situation  which  can  be  more  readily  imag- 
ined than  discribed.    Yet  when  we  see  these  people  thus  dependant 
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on  the  charity  of  their  neighbours,  evincing  a  manly  firmness  in  de- 
fending and  maintaining  the  country,  tendering  their  services  on 
every  immergency,  guarding  the  defencless,  or  pursuing  the  ruthless 
invader.  We  your  memorialists  feel  it  a  duty  we  owe  to  these,  our 
fellow  citizens  and  such  as  have  fought  under  these  circimistances,  in 
defence  of  their  countrj^  to  solicit  the  interposition  of  your  honorable 
body.  The  representatives  of  a  humane  and  liberal  people  will,  we 
your  memoriaUsts  trust,  consider  services  so  meritorious  entitled  at 
least  to  the  pay  of  a  soldier,  and  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  most 
rational  means  of  remunerating  their  losses  may  be  found  in  granting 
to  each  a  portion  of  that  soil  which  they  have  so  nobly  defended,  and 
which  has  been  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  their  kindred  and  rel- 
atives. Your  memorialists  therefore  respectfully  submit  to  your 
Honorable  Body  the  Propriety  of  the  foregoing  memorial 

Samuel  Omelveny  Speaker  pro.  tem  of  the  House 

of  Representatives 

Pierre  IVIenard  President  of  the  L  Council 

Resolved  that  three  copies  of  the  above  memorial  be  transmitted 
to  the  Governor  of  the  Territory,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  trasmit 
one  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  one  to  the  commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  office,  And  one  to  the  Deligate  of  the  Territory,  who'is 
hereby  requested  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  to  obtain  the  relief 
which  is  prayed  for— 

SAMtTEL  Omelveny  Speaker  protem  of  the  House 

of  Representatives 
Pierre  Menard  President  of  The  L  Council 

[Endorsed]  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  (pay  to  frontier 
Inhab')  Jany.  24 — 1817  Refd  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  '* — 
Pope  I.  24.  Claims  

RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THOMAS  A.  SMITH 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G40:C  >'] 

(Copy)  Saint  Louis  26'"  Jany  1817 

Sir  It  has  just  been  communicated  to  me,  that  the  Chippeways, 
Potawatamies,  Kickapoo's,  lowas,  Minominies,  and  some  of  the 
Shawnies,  have  lately  held  a  council  the  Object  of  which  was,  to  form 
a  confederation  of  all  the  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the 
settlement  of  those  lands  lately  ceded  to  the  U.  S.  lying  in  the  Illinois 
Territory    The  Puants  or  Winebagoes  have  refused  to  enter  into  this 

'<  Annals,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.,  715. 

"  Through  what  channel  the  copy  of  this  letter  was  received  by  the  War  De- 
partment has  not  been  determined. 
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Confederation — They  intend  to  attack  Fort  Clark  in  March  next, 
under  the  pretence  of  holding  Council,  some  of  their  braves  will  conceal 
their  arms  under  their  Blankets,  and  at  a  concerted  signal,  being 
given,  will  commence,  the  Butchery  of  the  Garrison. 

This  communication  was  made  by  one  of  the  braves  of  the  Potawat- 
amies,  when  under  the  influence  of  liquor  to  a  confidential  person  (a 
half  Potawatamie)  whom  I  had  sent  among  the  Indians,  for  the 
purpose  of  discovering  what  Tribes,  were  in  the  habit  of  eflacing  the 
marks  of  the  Surveyors. 

Respectfully  yoiu"  Obt  Servt 

(Signed)    R.  Graham 
Ind"  Agt  for  the  Illinois  Territory 

Brig  Genl  Tho»  A  Smith 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  26  Jany  1817.  R.  Graham  Esq'  to  Genl  T. 
A.  Smith  relative  to  the  hostile  temper  of  certain  Indians — Is  informed 
that  they  intend  to  attack  F'  Clark— April  1817.  Copy  letter  of  R. 
Graham  Indian  Agent,  to  Gen'  Smith. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  January  27'"  1817. 
Hon  N'  Pope  Esq" 

Sir,  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  24*'' "  relative  to  the  compensation 
for  the  Surveyor  General  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois  &  Missouri;  I 
have  the  honor  to  reply;  that  I  know  of  no  reason  why  the  Salary  and 
allowance  for  clerks  &  stationary  of  that  Officer  should  be  less  than 
those  of  the  two  other  Surveyors  General,  M'  Tiffin  &  M"'  Freeman — 
His  duties  are  as  important  &  as  difficult  as  theirs — &,  in  skill  both 
theoretical  &  practical,— in  Industry  &  fidelity  his  character  is  fully 
established. — 

I  have  &c. 


GOVERNOR    EDWARDS    TO    [THE    SECRETARY    OF    THE 
TREASURY] 

[GAO:Misc.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  35,535  (1817)  :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  ILLINOIS  Territory  January  29'"  1817 
The  office  of  the  Secretary  for  this  Territory  having  become  vacant, 
by  the  resignation  of  the  Hon.  Nathaniel  Pope,  &  there  being  no  per- 
son legally  authorised  to  take  charge  of  said  office,  which  contained 
the  antient  records  of  the  country,  over  which  I  had  no  control, 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P). 
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(they  being  specially  confided  to  the  care  of  the  Secretary  by  an  Act 
of  the  legislature  of  the  Territory)  I  conceived  that  the  public  inter- 
est required,  that  all  the  papers  of  the  office,  should  be  confided  to 
the  care  of  an  upright  &  honorable  individual  and  therefore  I  re- 
quested Daniel  P.  Cook  Esquire  to  perform  that  Service,  which  with 
all  the  other  duties  of  Secretary,  he  has  performed  to  my  entire 
satisfaction,  under  an  expectation  however,  that  compensation  would 
be  allowed  him  for  the  rent  of  an  office,  and  for  his  personal  services. 
Those  services  were  rendered  the  more  indispensible,  in  consequence 
of  my  absence  from  the  Territory,  in  negotiating  with  certain  Tribes 
of  Indians  under  the  directions  of  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 

The  Secretary  for  the  Territory  has  not  yet  arrived. 

I  am  the  less  particular  in  my  statements  upon  this  subject,  be- 
cause they  are  personally  known  to  M'  Pope  the  Delegate  from  this 
Territory."" — 

NiNiAN  Edwards 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

General  Land  Office  30'"  January  1817. 
M'  Jones  Esq"  Register  L  O.  Kaskaskia 

Sir,  Your  returns  for  the  last  month  have  been  received;  &  your 
letter  of  8'"  Ins':'^  my  letter  of  13'"  Sepf  ''  advised  you  that  the 
President  deemed  it  adviseable  to  suspend  the  final  sanction  to  the 
proposals  made  for  renting  Lead  Mines:  Congress  have  not  yet  taken 
up  the  Information  on  that  subject  furnish"  in  compliance  with  their 
resolution  of  last  Session. 

I  am  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  BIj.  7] 

General  Land  Office  30*"  January  1817. 
Shadrach  Bond  Esq"  Receiver  Kaskaskia 

Sir  Your  accounts  for  the  S"*  quarter  of  last  year  were  duly  re- 
ceived &  your  accounts  for  Sepf  October  &  November. — 

When  there  is  leisure  for  their  examination  you  shall  be  informed 
whether  the  mode  you  adopted  with  surplus  confirmed  claims  is 
approved:  my  present  impression  is,  that  the  best  mode  would  have 
been  when  a  confirmed  claim  was  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  for  a 

"  Cf.  ante,  p.  402. 
"  Ante,  p.  466. 
'»  Ante,  p.  392. 
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tract  purchased,  simply  to  transfer  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  another 
tract  purchased  by  the  same  person  by  a  journal  entry  thus, 
AB  his  account  for  Sect"  2.  1.  5  D' 

To  AB   "        "        "      "     3.1.5  being  [blank]  acres  of  surplus 
confir"  claims  at  $2. 
This  would  have  saved  the  trouble  of  writing  receipts  to  be  signed  by 
owners  of  surplus  confirm'd  claims  &  the  trouble  of  posting  those 
surplus  receipts  into  the  General  Accounts. 

The  5'"  Section  of  the  act  of  26'"  Ap'  1816  ^  limits  the  time  for 
locating  confirmed  claims  to  the  1"  Octo'  1816,  but  if  a  claimant  has 
located  a  claim  for  160  Acres  (for  instance)  upon  a  quarter  section 
that  contains  only  150  Acres,  I  consider  him  entitled  to  transfer  the 
10  Acres  to  the  credit  of  any  tract  which  he  may  purchase. 

Your  account  of  monies  received  during  the  month  of  December 
last  has  arrived 

I  am  &c. 

P  S.  Your  letter  of  20'"  decem'  "  says,  the  returns  of  M'  Rector 
&  M'  Tiffin  give  different  quantities  of  Land  in  certain  tracts,  &  asks 
which  you  must  adopt;  be  pleased  to  say  what  is  the  amount  of  diff- 
erence p"^  Tract,  on  an  average,  &  which  is  in  favor  of  the  U  S.  gen- 
erally." 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  THE   CHAIRMAN  OF  THE  HOUSE 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS 

[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.iALS] 

Washington  Jany  31"  1817 
The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  public  Lands — 

Sir  Relative  to  the  confirmations  made  by  the  Gov"  of  the  North 
Western  &  Indiana  Territories  under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  to 
the  people  of  the  Illinois  Territory  and  also  the  revision  of  those 
decisions  by  the  Board  organised  by  the  act  of  20th  Feb"  1812  '^  I 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  remarks — 

The  powers  of  the  Gov"  commenced  in  1788  ^*  and  continued  in 
full  force  until  the  act  of  1804  "  which  erected  a  Board  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  Titles  in  the  District  of  Kaskaskia — Whether  the 
powers  of  the  Gov"  were  such  as  to  bind  the  Government  I  shall  not 
stop  to  enquire  at  present  —I  will  only  remark  by  the  way  that  they 

20  3  Stat.  308. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 

"  Post,  p.  491. 

»  2  Stat.  677-678. 

»  Terr.  Papers  (N.W.),  II,  112-115,  146-147,  149-150. 

"/6id.  (Ind.),  VII,  173-184. 
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were  never  required  to  report  either  their  decisions  or  the  Testimony 
upon  which  they  were  founded  from  which  it  would  reasonaWy  result 
that  congress  did  not  intend  to  reserve  any  controuling  power  in  its 
own  hands — 

The  Board  organised  under  the  act  of  1804  disavowed  any  any 
authority  to  overhaul  the  acts  of  the  Governors;  but  in  their  enquires 
they  were  led  to  Suspect  that  the  Governors  had  been  imposed  on 
and  had  made  grants  not  meritorious;  these  suspicions  were  com- 
municated to  the  Government;  This  gave  rise  to  the  act  of  Feb'' 
1812 — This  act  directed  the  Board  thereby  organised  "to  examine 
into  the  validity  of  claims  to  Land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia  derived 
from  confirmations  made  by  by  the  Governors  of  the  North  Western 
&  Indiana  Territories  respectively — "And  they  shall  report  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  be  laid  before  Congress  at  their  next 
Session,  their  Opinion  on  each  of  the  claims  aforesaid" — 

Report  was  made  in  Jan''  1813  -' — In  some  cases  the  confirmations 
of  the  Governors  were  approved,  which  was  sanctioned  by  Congress 
and  they  are  at  rest — 

But  in  reports  7  &  12  -'  now  before  the  Committee  they  barely 
say  the  claims  are  unsupported  before  the  Board — Here  appears  to 
be  no  opinion  expressed — It  would  seem  that  the  Commissioners 
were  not  very  certain  what  construction  to  give  the  Law  under  which 
they  acted — They  probably  doubted  whether  it  was  incumbent  on 
the  U.  States  to  impeach  the  acts  of  the  Governors  or  whether  the 
Government  assumed  the  fact  that  the  acts  of  the  Governors  were 
a  nullity  and  required  of  the  claimants  to  reprove  their  claims — In 
this  doubt  they  seem  to  have  submitted  the  facts  to  Congress  to  put 
their  own  interpretation  on  their  own  Laws — Congress  has  never 
acted;  it  is  called  upon  to  act  now — 

It  would  seem  that  some  faith  ought  to  be  given  to  the  acts  of 
those  responsible  officers  especially  the  Gov'  of  Indiana  who  ever 
had  and  still  holds  a  distinguished  rank  in  the  estimation  of  this 
nation — 

I  will  not  dwell  on  this  subject  but  with  these  cursory  remarks  I 
beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  examination 
of  the  lists  N°=  7  &  12— 

In  most  of  the  cases  the  commissioner  have  failed  to  express  an 
opinion — 

y  ob'  Serv'  Nat  Pope 


2«  Jan.  4,  1813,  printed,  A.S.P.,  Pub.  Lands,  ii,  210-238.  The  report  was 
transmitted  to  the  Senate,  with  an  explanatory  letter  from  Tiffin,  May  31, 
1813,  ibid.,  pp.  740-741. 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  220-226,  230-235. 
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[Endorsed]    Letter  from  the  delegate  of  Illinois  territory  concerning 
Governors  Confirmations  &c^ 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE   GOVERNOR   OF  MICHIGAN 

TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  i] 

Chicago  1"  Feif  1817. 

Sir,  In  my  several  addresses  to  your  Department,^  I  passed  over 
the  embarrassments,  I  experienced  at  this  post,  entertaining  an  im- 
pression that  they  would  terminate,  whenever  the  pressure  of  Military 
duties  would  afford  leisure  to  the  Commanding  Officer.  The  Garrison 
is  now  if  not  entirely  complete  rendered  safe  and  comfortable  and  as 
the  Military  Gentleman  evince  no  disposition  to  serve  this  Agency  I 
have  to  beg  that  you  will  do  me  honour  to  direct  the  Commanding 
officer  to  build  me  a  dwelling  house  with  its  appendages  for  my  ac- 
commodation. I  am  now  situated  a  half  mile  from  the  Garrison  in  a 
little  hut  that  a  man  of  humanity  would  not  suffer  his  negroes  to  live 
in  about  14  feet  square  with  nine  persons  in  family  without  a  single 
chair  other  than  one,  I  brought  from  Kentucky,  my  papers  for  the 
want  of  a  writing  desk  I  carry  in  pocket  and  whilst  I  address  you  am 
crowded  by  my  wife.  Children  and  domestics  this  picture  I  can  assure 
you  is  not  highly  coloured,  and  even  as  it  is  you  should  not  have  heard 
from  me  on  the  subject  if  there  was  a  possibility  of  building  other  than 
by  military.  I  know  the  Government  wish  to  make  their  officers 
comfortable,  and  establishments  respectable.  The  Wyandots,  Six 
nations,  Messasawgas,  Shawnese,  Delawares,  Nanticokes  had  made 
application  through  the  British  Agent  at  Maiden  to  the  Indians  of  this 
Country,  for  permission  to  settle  among  them  they  wish  to  be  farther 
removed  from  the  whites,  and  propose  occupying  a  situation  a  between 
this  and  the  Mississippi. 

The  Ottawas,  Chippewas  and  Potawatomies  are  opposed  to  it,  but 
its  believed  they  have  obtained  the  consent  of  the  Miamies  and 
Kickapoos,  the  belt  has  passed  on  from  this  place  to  the  Saukes  and 
Foxes  and  is  to  be  a  subject  of  general  consultation  next  Summer,  and 
as  the  Indians  of  my  Agency  wish  my  advise  and  interposition  in  the 
Council  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  submit|to  the  Government  for 
instructions  altho'  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  result  of  such  a  movement 
would  be  favourable  to  our  interest  as  it  will  produce  a  relinquishment 
of  the  country  they  now  reside  in  and  thereby  afford  an  opportunity  of 
extending  regular  settlements  from  the  frontiers  in  Ohio  to  Detroit, 

»«Oct.  24,  1816,  ante,  p.  418,  and  Dec.  3,  1816,  and  Jan.  25,  1817  (NA,  OIA, 
Cass  Let.  Bk.  I). 
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and  in  its  operation  destroy  the  British  influence  with  the  Indians 
north  and  west  of  the  settlements,  in  the  mean  time  the  fine  lands  held 
by  the  Six  Nations  will  be  cultivated  by  American  Citizens,  and  an 
inconvenient  casm  filled  up  in  the  population  of  New  York. 

In  presenting  my  views  of  this  subject,  I  shall  take  care  to  follow 
strictly  the  instructions  I  m.ay  have  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
Department 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Y'  obed'  &  Hble  Servt. 

His  Excellency  Lewis  Cass  C.  Jouett  Ind.  Agent 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G.  L.  0.  S"!  February  1817 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir,  The  existing  lease  of  the  U  States  Saline  on  the  Wabash 
will  expire  next  month,  I  enclose  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov"' 
Edwards  to  M"'  Pope  ^  (Delegate  from  Illinois  territory)  suggesting 
an  alteration  in  the  mode  of  leasing  the  saline,  &  as  Congress  have 
not  yet  (to  my  knowledge)  taken  up  the  information  collected  relative 
to  Salines  and  Lead  Mines,  it  appears  to  me  adviseable  to  give 
immediate  instructions  to  Gov''  Edwards  relative  to  making  a  new 
lease  or  leases;  those  leases  being  subject  to  the  approbation  of  the 
President,  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  disapprove  of  them  should 
Congress  pass  any  Law  (before  they  rise)  directing  a  different  mode 
of  Leasing.  Any  Instructions  you  may  favor  me  with  shall  be  prompt- 
ly transmitted  to  Gov"'  Edwards. 

I  have  the  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P:LS] 

General  Land  Office  3"*  febru^  1817 
Sir    Governor  Edwards'  letter  to  you,  relative  to  the  mode  of 
leasing  the  Saline,  was  received  from  you  this  day  &  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  papers  relative  to  M"^  Hay's  claims  in  Illinois  territory  shall  have 
due  attention  in  proper  time.'"  The  claims  (generally)  for  old  field,  & 
common,  &  village  lots,  cannot  be  patented  till  information  is  obtaind 
from  the  register  at  Kaskaskia,  perhaps  not  till  the  conflicting  claim- 
ants agree  to  an  arrangement  by  resurvey.     The  conflicting  claim 

"  Not  found. 

«»  Enclosed  in  Pope  to  Meigs,  Jan.  31,  1817  (NA.GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P). 
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between  M'  Hay  &  M'  Easton  I  cannot  decide  upon  till  I  receive 
final  certificate  for  the  tract  on  which  it  was  located — my  present 
impression,  is  that  the  patent  must  issue  to  the  legal  representative 
of  the  original  Confirmee;  &  leave  the  conflicting  claimants  to  have 
that  question  determined  by  the  proper  tribunal. 

How  the  territorial  legislature  could  tax,  or  its  officers  sell, 
unlocated  claims,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  ascertain,  &  therefore  presume 
that  the  assignee,  of  the  Confirmee  has  a  good  title,  whilst  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  Sheriffs  sale,  has  not.'' 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  obed*  serv* 

JosiAH  Meigs 

Hon:  N  Pope    House  of  Represent' 

[Addressed]    Hon:  N  Pope    House  of  Represent' 


JOHN  POPE  TO  [THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE] 

[NA:SD,  Applications  :AX,S1 

[February  11,  1817] 
D'  Sir  My  young  friend  Mr.  Daniel  P.  Cook  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory goes  to  Washington  City  &  has  probably  in  view  some  appoint- 
ment in  some  of  the  Territories— I  have  to  assure  you  that  he  is  a 
gentleman  of  fine  understanding  correct  habits  &  incorruptible 
integrity— I  shall  really  be  obliged  by  any  services  you  can  render 
him- — Accept  assurances  of  my  respect  &  esteem 

John  Pope 
Frankfort  February  11'"  1817 — 

[Endorsed]     1817    Cooke  D.  P.  recommended  Dan'  P.  Cook. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

mh  Feb.  1817 
Hon'  Nathaniel  Pope  M.  H.  Representatives 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  observe  that  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Morrison 
the  instruction  and  information  that  he  solicited  in  his  letter  to  you 
under  date  of  the  31"  Ult.'^ 

R.  J.  Meigs. 

«  Cf .  post,  p.  488. 
Not  found. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  MORRISON 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

18th  Feb  1817. 
Robert  Morrison  Esq.  P.  M.  Kaskaskda  111.  Ty. 

Sir,  When  the  Mississippi  is  impassible  for  the  regular  mail  carrier 
to  visit  St  Gene\aeve  you  will  in  that  case  send  the  mail  the  first 
posible  opportunity  for  account  of  and  at  the  expence  of  this  office,  the 
St  Louis  mail  must  correspond  and  connect  with  the  other  mail  you 
will  ad\'ise  the  respective  carriers  to  meet  at  your  office  at  a  given  hour 
convenient  to  all. 

R.  J.  Meigs. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  ROBERT  MORRISON 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

Feb  18.  1817 
R.  Morrison  Esq.  P.  M.     Kaskaskia  111.  Ty. 

Sir  I  have  yours  of  the  29'"  Ult.^'  we  do  not  wish  to  Contract  for 
the  Johnson  C.  H  mail  longer  than  Dec.  31"'  next  and  within  the  limit 
given  you  the  less  to  settle,  a  letter  of  agreement  between  you  and  the 
Contractor  will  be  susficient 

R.  J.  Meigs  J' 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:TD,  LO  Letter  Book,  1801-1833] 

Treasury  Department,  20  February  1817 
John  Caldwell  Esqr  Shawneetown 

Sir  I  have  to  inform  you  that  the  banks  of  the  Cities  of  New 
York  Philadelphia  &  Baltimore  of  the  district  of  Columbia  of  the 
State  of  Virginia  the  Muskingum  Bank  and  the  Miami  Exporting 
Company  of  Ohio  have  notified  this  Department  that  they  will 
respectively  on  this  day  resume  specie  payments. 

The  Banks  of  t —  Southern  and  Western  States  and  these  in  the 
Interior  of  the  Middle  States  have  signified  their  determination  to 
resume  specie  payments  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  been  done  in  the 
principal  commercial  Cities.  It  is  therefore  presumed  that  no  serious 
inconvenience  wi —  be  experienced  by  enforcing  the  resolution  of 
Congress  of  the  30'"  of  April  1816,  for  the  more  effectual  collection  of 
the  Public  revenue.'*  In  conformity  with  its  provisions  you  will 
receive  in  payment  of  the  PubUc  Lands  the  bills  of  the  banks  here 
enumerated  and  of  such  others  as  shall  at  the  time  of  payment  dis- 
charge their  bills  upon  demand  in  Gold  or  Silver  Coin 

„.,  ^, —  ,  Signed    Wm  H.  Crawford. 

o  Not  found.  " 

»<  3  Stat.  343. 


482  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR 

EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  20'"  Feb.  1817. 
Gov.  N.  Edwards.    Kaskaskias. 

Sir,  As  that  part  of  the  lUinois  territory.  West  of  the  IlHnois 
river,  will  probably  be  settled  with  great  rapidity  so  soon  as  the  soldiers 
lands  are  brought  into  market,  it  will  become  desirable,  in  order  to 
connect  the  settlements  in  that  territory,  to  procure  a  cession  of  the 
lands  lying  between  those  ceded  by  the  Kaskaskias  Indians  on  the 
13'"  of  August,  1803,  "  and  the  Illinois  river,  so  as  to  include  all  the 
lands  lying  between  the  Western  boundary  of  that  cession,  and  the 
abovementioned  river.  I  am,  therefore  instructed  by  the  President 
to  request,  that  you  would  take  measures  to  ascertain,  whether  the 
Indians  claiming  that  land,  would  be  disposed  to  relinquish  it.  It  is, 
also,  desirable  to  know,  whether  there  are  any  conflicting  Indian 
claims,  to  the  whole,  or  any  part  of  the  above  described  tract  of  land 

So  soon  as  you  can  ascertain  the  temper  of  the  Indians  on  this 
subject,  you  will  advise  this  department;  And  should  they  be  disposed 
to  make  a  cession,  you  will  be  authorized  to  hold  a  treaty  with  them 
for  that  purpose.'' 

I  have  the  honor  &c  George  Graham.    A.S.W. 


A  RESOLUTION  BY  THE  LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY 
[NA:HF,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.:DS) 

[Referred  February  20,  1817] 
A  Resolution  to  concur  with  the  Legislature  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
Respecting  the  Importation  of  Crude  Lead  into  the  United  States. 
Whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Missouri  Territory  has  forwarded 
to  this  Legislature  for  its  concurrence,  a  memorial  to  Congress  praying 
additional  duty  to  be  laid  on  Lead  Imported  into  the  United  States, 
for  the  purpose  of  fostering  the  manufacture  of  that  article  in  the 
United  States, ''  And  Whereas  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Legislature, 
that  such  a  measure  would  comport  withe  the  best  interests  of  our 

"  Concluded  by  Governor  Harrison,  of  Indiana  Territory,  Aug.  13,  1803. 
The  original  manuscript  text  of  this  treaty  is  in  NA  (SD,  Ind.  Treaties);  it  is 
printed,  7  Stat.  78-79;  Kappler  (ed.),  Ind.  Treaties,  ii,  67-68;  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs, 
I,  687.  It  was  confirmed  by  the  Senate  Nov.  16,  1803  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  I, 
456),  and  proclaimed  Dec.  23,  1803.  For  a  delineation  of  the  area  ceded,  see 
Royce,  Ind.  Land  Cessions,  map  17,  cession  designation  48.  See  also  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  Harrison,  Apr.  20,  1804  (Terr.  Papers,  Ind.,  vii,  190-191),  and  June  27, 
1804  (Esarey,  ed.,  Messages  and  Letters,  I,  100-101;  A.S.P.,  op.  cU.,  p.  695). 

••  Answered  post,  p.  503. 

"  The  Missouri  memorial  has  not  been  found. 
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country,  and  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  development  of  its  hidden 
riches,  and  give  emplojonent  to  many  enterprising  and  industrious 
citizens,  and  tend  to  render  us,  both  in  peace  and  war  Independent  of 
foreign  nations  for  this  indispensable  article: 

Be  it  therefore  resolved,  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  That  they  do  hereby  concur 
in  said  memorial,  and  solicit  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law,  as  will 
promote  and  secure  the  desireable  objects  set  forth  in  said  Memorial. 

And  be  it  further  resolved  that  three  Copies  of  this  Resolution  be 
transmitted  to  his  Excellency,  the  Governor  of  this  Territory,  with  a 
request  that  he  shall  forward  one  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  Congress,  one  to  the  Secretary  of  the  U.  States 
Treasury,  and  one  to  our  Delegate  in  Congress,  with  a  request  that 
he  shall  use  his  exertions  to  procure  the  passage  of  such  a  law  as  is 
prayed  for — 

W"  H.  Bradsby  speaker  of  the  H  R — protemp 

John  G  Lofton  President  of  the  L.  Council  protempor 

[Endorsed]  Resolution  ■ —  Legislature  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
(Respecting  Import"  Crude  lead)  Feby-20-1817  Ref*  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  &  Manufactures  ^^    Pope     I.  20.  Com  &  manuf. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E17:ALS] 
Edwardsville  Madison  County  Februarij  2V- 1817 

Sir  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  I  have  from  various 
quarters  received  concurring  accounts  of  the  hostile  disposition  of 
the  Northern  Indians — M"'  Johnson,  the  United  States  Indian  factor 
at  Praire  du  Chien,  and  Maj'  Graham  the  Agent  at  Peoria  have  com- 
municated to  me  information  received  by  them  of  hostile  confedera- 
cies formed  for  the  purpose  of  taking  the  Forts  at  those  respective 
places — All  the  information  from  those  gentlemen  has  been  cor- 
roberated  by  M'  Samuel  Morrison  (brother  of  the  Contractor)  who 
has  recently  returned  from  Praire  du  Chien — In  consequence  of  these 
reports  and  a  variety  of  other  rumors  (which  it  might  have  been  im- 
prudent to  disregard)  I  arrived  at  this  place  a  few  days  ago  for  the 
purpose  of  holding  a  council  with  the  Pottowottomies  and  Kickapoos 
with  a  hope  of  making  some  further  discoveries,  and  of  changing  (if 
possible)  the  disposition  which  they  have  but  too  plainly  indicated — 
As  yet  I  have  seen  only  a  part  of  the  Kickapoos,  the  Pottowottomies 
not  having  arrived  according  to  their  promise— I  have  however,  in 
addition  to  the  information  before  mentioned  received  a  minute  and 

"  House  Journal,  14  Cong.,  2  sess.,  p.  427. 
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Circumstantial  account  of  a  great  council  having  been  held  about  the 
begining  of  the  present  winter  by  the  Ottawas,  Chippawas,  Pottowot- 
tomies,  Winnebagoes  Sacks  Foxes  &  Kickapoos  in  which  it  was 
agreed  to  recommence  war  against  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  as  the  first  step  towards  it,  to  endeavour  to  take  Fort  Clark 
(Peoria)  by  a  Strategem  which  has  been  fully  explained  to  me,  and 
the  very  Indians  named  who  are  to  commence  the  execution  of  it — 
but  lest  it  should  fail,  a  large  body  of  those  Indians  are  to  be  assembled 
in  the  vicinity  of  that  place  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  take 
it  by  force  and  in  the  event  of  success  those  seven  Tribes  have  pledged 
themselves  to  each  other  to  make  an  immediate  descent,  and  simul- 
taneous attacks  upon  the  frontiers  of  this  and  the  Missouri  Territory — 
All  of  which  they  hoped  to  succeed  in  without  our  having  any  previous 
intimation  of  their  designs— 

A  part  of  those  Indians  have  already  evinced  their  hostile  disposi- 
tions by  a  variety  of  overt  acts  (which  cannot  without  the  worst  of 
Consequences  be  permitted  to  pass  unnoticed)  such  as  stealing  horses, 
robbing  and  abusing  the  Public  Surveyors,  defacing  their  marks, 
pulling  up  their  Stakes  &"  and  lastly  by  putting  a  stop  to  the  public 
surveying,  as  we  learn  from  one  of  those  Surveyors  who  with  his 
company  returned  to  this  place  a  few  days  ago,  in  consequence  of 
the  Sacks  and  Foxes  having  robbed  them  of  the  Surveyors  chain  and 
several  other  articles,  and  having  threatened  to  take  their  lives  if 
they  attempted  to  proceed  further  in  their  business — 

Since  I  commenced  this  letter  I  have  rec"  certain  information  that 
runners  have  been  sent  by  the  Kickapoos  in  all  directions,  to  call 
their  people  to  a  great  council,  which  at  this  season  of  the  year  is 
extraordinary — and  connected  with  all  the  other  news  above  mentioned, 
augurs  rather  ynfavorably — 

We  need  not  expect  tranquility  on  our  frontiers  so  long  as  the  British 
traders  shall  be  permitted  to  trade  with  the  Indians  so  near  to  our 
settlements  as  many  of  them  now  are — And  with  a  due  sense  of  the 
responsibility  I  take  upon  myself,  and  a  perfect  readiness  to  meet  it 
at  any  time,  I  do  assert  that  on  the  Missisippi  and  its  waters  below 
Praire  du  Chien  &  on  the  Illinois  river  there  are  more  British  traders 
than  I  have  ever  known  to  be  on  those  rivers  at  any  former  period — 
And  among  them  are  the  most  infamous  &  wicked  scoundrels,  who 
while  residing  within  our  limits  and  Claiming  the  protection  of  our 
laws  were  actually  engaged  in  the  late  war  against  us  " — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  Sir  y"'  M°  Ob""  Serv' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 


»  No  reply  found.  See  Jouett  to  Cass,  Apr.  29,  1817  (NA,OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk. 
11,  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  455-456),  reporting  the  continued  hostility  of  the 
Winnebago  and  advising  a  treaty  with  that  nation. 
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[Addressed]    The  Honb'°  Secretary  of  War  Washington  City    Free 

[Endorsed]  Edwardsville,  Madison  County  21  feby  1817.  Gov'' 
N.  Edwards,  relative  to  the  hostile  disposition  of  the  Northern 
Indians  &c  April  1817.  

DELEGATE  POPE  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  ^» 

[NA:WD.SWDF,P42:ALS] 

Washington  March  1='  1817 

Sir/  By  late  treaties  concluded  at  S'  Louis  with  those  tribes  of 
Indians  having  claims  to  any  portion  of  that  tract  of  Country  lying 
north  of  the  Illinois  river  and  south  of  the  line  running  due  west  from 
the  Southerly  extremity  of  lake  Michigan,  the  whole  of  that  Country 
has  been  ceded  to  the  United  States — 

But  there  yet  remains  a  tract  of  Country  lying  South  of  the  Illinois 
river  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  not  been  extinguished,  which  has 
been  used  for  some  years  past  as  hunting  grounds  by  the  Kicapoos. 
Their  title  to  it  however  appears  extremely  doubtful,  and  no  other 
tribe  except  the  Kaskaskia's  can  pretend  to  have  any  claims  to  it. 

This  tract  of  Country,  which  embraces  as  fine  a  body  of  land  as  I 
have  ever  seen,  cuts  the  Illinois  Territory  into  two  parts;  The  military 
lands  which  lie  north  of  the  Illinois  river  will  soon  be  settled,  between 
which  and  the  southern  parts  of  the  Territory  the  intercouse  will  be 
interrupted  by  the  intervention  of  this  Indian  Land. 

I  would  therefore  most  respectfully  beg  leave  to  submit  the  pro- 
priety of  directing  the  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory  to  open  a 
negociation  with  the  Kicapoos  to  obtain  a  relinquishment  of  their 
claim — He  assures  me  that  he  has  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  an  easy 
accomplishment  of  such  an  object,  and  at  no  great  expense  to  the 
Government. 

In  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  I  would  beg  leave  to  remark, 
that  delay,  will  have  the  effect  of  strengthening  their  title,  by  an  ap- 
parent acknowledgment  of  its  validity,  by  an  implied  acquiescense  on 
our  part,  in  their  possession  and  will  also  tend  more  fully  to  develope 
the  imperious  necessity  of  attaching  it  to  the  domain  of  the  United 
States — which  circumstances  United,  will  tend  greatly  to  enhance 
their  demands,  of  a  compensation  for  the  relinquishment  of  their  title. 

In  addition  to  this,  much  embarrassment  and  expence,  would  be 
avoided,  which  will  otherwise  necessarily  result  from  ascertaining  the 
boundaries  of  the  cession  made  by  the  Kaskaskia  Indians  by  the  treaty 

"  There  is  no  explanation  available  as  to  the  reason  this  letter  is  found  in  the 
files  of  the  War  Department.  It  was  evidently  transmitted  to  the  latter  Depart- 
ment by  Monroe  as  a  matter  of  information  at  a  date  not  now  known.  Monroe 
became  President  on  Mar.  4  following  its  receipt. 
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of  Vincennes  in  1803  or  4,  as  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title,  to 
this  tract  of  Country,  would  Complete  the  title  of  the  United  States, 
to  the  whole.  Besides  if  this  land  were  now  in  the  market,  it  would  sell 
to  as  much  advantage  as  any  land  in  the  United  States,  and  would  also 
remove  an  objection  that  might  be  made,  to  purchasing  the  new  lands 
of  the  United  States,  adjacent  thereto. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Very  Respectfully  Y'  Ob'  Serv* 

Nat  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'*  James  Monroe  Present 

[Endorsed]  M'  Pope  Indians  land  Washington  1  March  1817. 
Nath'  Pope  Esq'  relative  to  Indian  boundary  lines  &c  April  1817 

[Enclosure  :ALS] 

Governor  Edwards  to  Delegate  Pope 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  January  24. 1817 

Dear  Sir  In  one  of  the  letters  which  I  had  the  pleasure  recently  to 
receive  from  you — you  mentioned  that  you  had  made  application  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  to  direct  a  negotiation  with  the  Indians,  to  be 
opened  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  claim  to  the  country  on 
this  side  of  the  Illinois  river — 

Nothing  but  the  pressure  of  my  official  duties  has  heretofore  pre- 
vented me  from  furnishing  you  with  such  information  as  I  possess 
relative  to  the  Indian  claim,  and  which  doubtless  would  have  been 
useful  to  you,  in  illustrating  the  advantage  to  be  derived  from  your 
proposition,  &  the  practicability  of  succeeding  in  the  attempt — as  this 
letter  cannot  reach  you  before  the  latter  part  of  your  present  session, 
when  it  will  probably  be  too  late  for  your  purpose — and  as  I  am  still 
very  much  engaged — I  shall  submit  but  a  few  facts  to  your 
consideration — 

The  expediency  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  claims  to  land,  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  our  settlements,  has  been  fully  recognized  & 
acted  upon  by  the  president,  &  Sec  of  war — the  Country  you  propose 
to  obtain  lies  directly  between  our  present  settlements,  and  the  mili- 
tary surveys;  &  there  is  no  way  of  approaching  the  latter  by  land, 
without  passing  thro'  the  former — Settlements  within  the  military 
boundary  are  now  forming — and  will  increase  with  astonishing  rapid- 
ity, as  soon  as  patents  for  the  military  lands  shall  issue — and  as 
things  now  stand,  no  intercourse  between  the  settlements,  can  prevail, 
nor  any  legal  process  be  served,  without  passing  thro'  the  Indian 
lands — 

Some  time  last  year  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Genl  Land  office,  in  which,  I  recommended  that  a  negotiation  should 
be  opened,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  an  alteration  of  the  present 
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Indian  boundary,  in  which  I  stated  reasons  in  support  of  the  prop- 
osition, which  I  have  not  time  now  to  repeat — If  you  could  see  that 
letter,  it  would  be  in  your  power  to  add  additional  arguments  in 
support  of  it — I  can  succeed  in  the  measure,  if  the  Gov'  would  only 
authorise  me  to  attempt  it — 

As  to  the  Indians  who  claim  the  land — I  have  heretofore  transmitted 
to  the  war  Dep'  the  notes  of  Colo  Chouteau,  which  prove  beyond  all 
doubt,  that  the  Illinois  Nation  of  Indians  did,  and  that  their  repre- 
sentatives do,  now  own,  the  country  proposed  to  be  acquired — The 
Pottowottomies  it  is  true  had  for  many  years  occupied  the  other  side 
of  the  Illinois  river — but  I  have  never  heard  of  their  having  had  a 
single  village  or  settlement  on  this  side — The  Sanguemon  country  is 
now  occupied,  as  bunding  ground,  by  the  Kickapoos,  but  they  do  not 
pretend  to  claim  it.  and  in  fact  they  never  occupied  it,  till  about 
fifteen  years  ago,  when  in  consequence  of  the  dreadful  violence  of  the 
small  pox  at  their  great  village,  they  removed  to  the  Sanguemon, 
and  built  those  villages,  which  we  burnt  in  1812 — They  do  not  pretend 
to  any  conquest  of  the  country — for  they  never  had  a  contest  about 
it — If  however  they  shall  be  permitted  to  keep  their  present  posses- 
sions without  being  reminded  of  their  total  want  of  title  to  them — 
they  will  ere  long  begin  to  claim  them  as  their  own — The  Kaskaskias 
as  much  own  that  country,  as  they  ever  did  one  acre  that  they  ceded 
to  the  United  States — 

I  have  not  time  to  add  another  word    Yrs  0  S 

N  Edwards 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  Mar:  3"  1817. 
His  Excellency  N  Edwards  Gov"'  Illinois 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith'a  Copy  of  a  letter 
dated  1^'  Ins'  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  me;*'  you  will  be 
pleased  to  consider  it  as  your  authority  for  granting  one  or  more 
leases  (for  three  years)  of  the  U  States  Saline,  subject  as  usual  to  the 
approbation  of  the  President  of  the  U  States.  ^  j^ 

I  will  thank  you  for  the  ir  formation  required  in  the  letter,  relative 
to  payment  for  Improvements — my  impression  is  that  heretofore  the 
new  lessees  paid  the  old  lessees  the  Value  of  the  improvements. 

I  am  &c 


*'  NA  (TD,  Lets,  to  GLO,  Bk.  1).  See  also  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
Edwards,  Mar.  19,  1817  (Washbume,  ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  HI,  129-132), 
discussing  at  length  the  problem  of  compensation  for  improvements  by  former 
lessees  of  salt  springs. 
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DELEGATE  POPE  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  PLC  (111.),  Misc.  Lets.  Recd.:ALS] 

Hall  of  Representatives  March  3"  1817 
Sir  I  duly  reed,  your  letter  this  moment,  in  answer  to  which  I 
beg  leave  to  remark,  that  since  I  saw  you  this  morning  I  have  reflected 
on  that  subject  and  find  almost  insuperable  objections  to  the  plan 
you  intimate  *' — You  will  necessarily  observe  that  since  those  claims 
were  presented  to  the  proper  authorities  for  confirmation  a  consider- 
able lapse  of  time  has  intervened — During  that  interval  many  con- 
veyances have  been  made  by  confirmees  and  their  assignees  If  a 
patent  were  now  to  issue  to  the  confirmee  he  might  exert  his  power 
thereby  conferred  and  thereby  defeat  most  unjustly  his  innocent 
assignees — And  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  if  he  were  to 
sell  to  a  person  who  had  no  notice  of  his  previous  contracts,  the 
purchaser  will  be  protected — It  would  become  necessary  for  every 
person  who  holds  their  conveyances  bearing  date  anterior  to  the  patent 
to  commence  without  delay  suits  in  Chancery  to  compel  conveyances 
from  the  Patentees — Such  a  state  of  things  would  produce  the  most 
oppressive  and  expensive  litigation— It  would  agitate  the  whole 
Country — 

I  remarked  to  M''  Sloo  while  he  acted  as  member  of  the  Board  of 
revision  of  Confimations  made  by  the  Governors  that  in  my  estima- 
tion the  Board  ought  to  recommend  the  passage  of  a  Law  directing 
the  patents  to  issue  to  the  Confirmees,  but  that  provision  ought  to 
be  introduced  into  the  same  Law  securing  the  rights  of  those  who  had 
purchased  of  the  confirmees — In  other  words  that  the  patent  should 
relate  back  to  the  date  of  Confirmation  of  filing  of  the  claim  and  that 
all  conveyances  should  have  the  same  effect  as  if  the  patent  had  borne 
equal  date  with  the  confirmation  or  filing  notice  of  the  claim — Would 
it  not  be  better  to  suspend  the  issuing  of  Patents  until  the  subject 
may  be  presented  to  Congress — I  have  no  doubt  that  some  such 
provision  will  be  adopted  by  Congress — Otherwise  the  doors  of 
litigation  and  strife  will  be  thrown  open-wide — 

I  am  Sir  y'  Ob'  Serv'  Nat.  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'  Josiah  Meigs    Land  Ofl[ice 

[Endorsed]    N.  Pope  de  Titles  in  Illinois 

♦»Cf.  arUe.p.  479. 
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WILLIAM  RECTOR  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
pSTAiGLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.:ALS] 
Surveyors  Office  for  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
&  Missouri  S'  Louis  March  9'"  1817 

Sir  I  transmit  to  the  Gen.  Land  Office  by  the  same  mail  that 
carries  this  Plats  &  Descriptions  of  Twenty  four  Townships  of  Land, 
in  the  Military  tract  in  the  Illinois  Territory.  The  plats  are  put  in 
one  package  and  the  descriptions  in  another.*^ 

i*.  On  the  12'"  of  Jan''  I  forwarded  by  mail  to  your  Office  Plats  & 
descriptions  of  Seventeen  Townships  in  the  same  military  tract." 
Will  you  please  to  notify  me  of  the  arrival  of  my  returns  at  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  so  that  in  case  any  part  of  them  miscarry  I  may  for- 
ward another  set  of  such  returns  so  lost. 

I  still  believe  that  I  shall  be  able  to  forward  to  you  Plats  and  De- 
scriptions of  all  the  Military  bounty  Lands,  as  well  as  the  Surveys  of 
a  large  quantity  of  public  Lands  between  the  present  time  and  the  1" 
of  July  *^ 

I  have  not  since  I  forwarded  to  you  an  estimate  of  the  money  that 
will  be  necessary  to  pay  for  the  Surveys  in  these  Territories  received 
authority  to  draw  for  any  money  The  sums  that  I  was  authorised 
to  draw  for  at  Shawneetown  and  KaskasMa  are  entirely  exausted. 
There  are  now  in  my  Office  some  Surveys  for  which  I  have  no  funds 
to  pay  A  large  proportion  of  the  Military  and  other  Surveys  will  I 
presume  soon  be  brought  in.  I  therefore  hope  soon  to  be  enabled  to 
pay  for  them  as  it  is  very  important  to  the  Deputy  Surveyors  as  well 
as  to  the  public  interest 

I  am  Sir  with  great  respect  Yoiu*  Ob'  Serv' 

W""  Rector. 

The  Honbl"  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen.  L.  Office 
Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honbl"  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office  Washington  City    [Postmarked]  St.  Louis  Mar.  10 


*'  Present,  in  the  form  of  another  letter. 

**  Ante,  p.  468.  Other  plats  of  surveys  for  Illinois  Territory  were  sent  by  Rector 
on  Apr.  14,  followed  by  several  similar  routine  communications  during  the  year 
1817  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.). 

*'  See  Rector  to  Meigs,  June  16,  1817,  loe.  cit.,  announcing  the  completion  of 
the  survey  of  the  Illinois  military  tracts,  and  enclosing  plats  and  descriptions ; 
and  stating  that  those  between  the  St.  Francis  and  Arkansas  rivers  in  Missouri 
Territory  had  not  been  completed. 
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[Endorsed]  9  March  1817  S'  Louis  W  Rector  wants  money  to  pay 
his  deputies  *'  

JOHN  BOWYER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  B108:ALS1 

Green  Bay  Agency  March  10'"  1817 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letters  bearing  date 
the  23"  of  September  &  4'"  October  1816  on  the  S'"  Inst  *'— In  reply 
to  yours  of  the  23"  of  Sept.  I  believe  the  Blacksmith  two  Interpreters 
and  a  Strieker,  now  employed  in  this  agency  will  be  Sufficient  for 
some  time,  unless  it  be  understood  the  agent  shall  employ  Mechanics 
to  erect  the  buildings  necessary  for  this  establishment,  should  this 
be  the  case,  Two  or  three  house  Carpenters  and  four  labourers,  will 
be  wanted  for  twelve  or  fifteen  months 

In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  4'"  October,  If  I  am  correctly  informed 
the  Indians  residing  within  this  Agency  have  no  Claim  on  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  for  Annuities, 

It  is  out  of  my  power  at  this  time  to  give  you  the  information  neces- 
sary to  form  an  estimate  of  the  Amount  of  presents  that  the  Govern- 
ment may  hereafter  consider  adequate  to  supply  the  real  wants  of 
the  Tribes  residing  in  this  agency.  In  the  months  of  May  and  June 
when  most  of  Indians  residing  in  this  Quarter,  will  be  here,  I  shall  be 
able  to  give  you  a  Just  Statement  of  their  wants,  and  the  amount  of 
presents  necessary  to  relieve  them.  In  my  letter  to  you  dated  in 
October  last  I  requested  you  to  order  on  early  in  the  Spring  a  moderate 
supply  of  Goods  &'  as  presents  to  the  Chief  &  their  families,  I  was 
induced  to  make  this,  request  least  from  my  want  of  the  proper  in- 
formation to  make  a  Statement  of  the  presents  that  might  be  wanted, 
I  might  by  making  at  that  time  an  incorrect  estamate  lead  the  war 
department  into  dificuties — 

The  Indians  residing  in  this  agency  are  the  Menominees,  Chippe- 
ways,  Winabagoes  and  a  part  of  the  Ottaway  Tribe,  of  their  numbers 
at  present  I  have  no  knowledge,  nor  from  every  exertion  I  could  pos- 
sible make,  can  I  obtain  any  information  that  can  be  depended  upon, 
I  am  informed  that  during  the  Summer  when  the  different  Tribes  are 
going  to  Mackinaw  &  Drummonds  Island  and  on  their  return  between 
three  and  four  thousand  Indians  pass  this  place,  but  where  they 
reside  the  people  here  have  no  knowledge,  when  I  see  them  in  the 
summer,  I  shall  be  able  to  learn  what  part — or  if  the  whole  reside  in 
this  agency 

••  Answered  Apr.  15,  1817  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  II).  See  also  Meigs  to 
Rector,  May  9,  1817,  loe.  cii.,  acknowledging  receipt  of  plats  of  certain  Illinois 
military  bounty  lands. 

"  Both  in  NA  (01  A,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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I  have  no  data  on  which  to  make  a  correct  Estimate  of  the  provisions 
necessary  for  this  EstabHshment,  and  untill  the  Arrival  of  the  Indians 
in  the  sizmmer  can  I  get  any  information,  From  the  same  reasons,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  to  give  you  at  this  time  an  estimate  of  the 
Authorized  and  Contingent  expenses  of  this  agency — My  pay  as 
Indian  Agent  is  one  thousand  Dollars  p''  year  and  six  rations  p'' 
Day — Two  Interpreters  and  one  Blacksmith  at  thirty  dollars  p' 
Month  and  two  rations  p'  Day — each — one  Strieker  at  Eighteen 
Dollars  p"'  Month  and  one  ration  P'  day- — 

I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  promise  the  Indians  nothing,  and  have  in 
all  my  talks  told  them,  the  United  States  was,  under  no  obligations 
to  give  them  either  provisions  or  Clothing;  That  all  I  gave  them,  was 
from  the  goodness  of  their  father  the  president,  and  not  from  any 
claim  they  had  upon  him,  that  they  ought  to  consider  themselves 
under  obligations  to  him,  in  having  forgiven  them  for  the  part  they 
took  in  the  last  war  ^ 

I  have  honor  to  be  Your  Most  Ob'  &  very  humble  Serv' 

Jn°  Bowyer  Indian  Agent 

The  Honb'"  William  H  Crawford  Secret^  of  War 

[Endorsed]  GreenBay  Agency  March  10'"  1817.  Col:  John  Bowyer 
Has  rec"*  letters  23''  Sepf  &  4'"  Oct — relative  to  the  Indian  Annuities 
due — none  due — Indian  presents — &  the  expences  of  the  Agency — 
May  1817.  

SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  March  12'"  1817 
Sir  Your  letter  of  the  30*"  January  is  received  <'  in  the  postscript 
to  which  you  request  me  to  state  what  is  the  amount  of  difference  per 
tract  on  an  average  between  Rector's  and  Tiffins  plats  in  those  cases 
where  both  have  furnished  plats  of  the  same  Township  and  which  is 
in  favour  of  the  U.  States  generally — 

The  Register  has  not  given  me  a  statement  of  the  difference  but  he 
informs  me  that  he  has  furnished  your  office  with  a  statement  by 
which  you  can  see  the  difference  in  the  several  cases  and  which  is  in 
favour  of  the  U.  States  generally — • 

In  my  letter  of  20'"  Dec.  1816  ^  I  stated  that  the  Register  and  myself 
differed  in  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  recorrecting  by  Rectors  Plats 

"  There  is  other  contemporary  correspondence,  printed  in  W.H.C.,  xix,  447-448, 
465,  484-485,  from  McKenney,  Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  to  Irwin,  factor 
at  Green  Bay,  respecting  agency  business.  See  also  id.  to  id.,  May  28,  1817, 
A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  ii,  363-364. 

"  Ante,  p.  475. 

M  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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those  cases  where  we  had  taken  the  quantity  from  Tiffins  Plats — my 
opinion  was  and  still  is  that  where  the  quantity  had  been  taken  from 
Tiffins  official  plat  no  sufficient  reason  could  be  assigned  why  we  should 
be  at  the  pains  &  perplexity  of  recorrecting  by  those  of  Rector — in 
some  cases  where  the  quantity  was  estimated  and  afterwards  cor- 
rected by  Tiffins  plats  and  the  accounts  closed  the  accounts  would 
have  to  be  opened  again  were  we  to  recorrect  by  Rectors  plats — this 
appears  to  be  unreasonably  burthening  us  with  labour  for  which  we 
receive  no  compensation — In  cases  where  a  deposit  has  been  made  the 
law  states  that  the  applicant  shall  have  three  months  allowed  him  to 
complete  the  payment  of  the  first  instalment  if  no  one  else  applies 
for  the  purchase  of  the  same  tract — we  wish  to  know  whether  we  ought 
to  reckon  from  the  day  the  deposit  was  made  for  instance  on  the  7'" 
to  the  7'"  of  the  third  succeeding  month  or  90  days — 

By  the  list  of  balances  due  to  individuals  making  a  part  of  the 
returns  for  the  quarter  ending  Sept.  30'"  1816  you  will  see  that  in 
several  cases  the  balances  due  in  claims  are  so  trifling  as  not  to  be 
worthy  the  attention  of  those  to  whom  they  are  due  we  wish  to  know 
whether  we  are  to  let  their  accounts  remain  open  or  to  close  them  & 
if  to  close  them  how  we  shall  do  it" — 

I  am  Sir  respectfully  your  Obd'  Serv' 

S.  Bond— Receiver 
To  THE  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs  Com'  Gen'  Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Addressed]  To  the  Hon.  Josiah  Meigs  Commission''  Gen.  Land 
Office  Washington  City    [Postmarked]    Kaskaskia  March  13'"  Free 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  12  Mar  1817  S  Bond  de  difference  in  returns 
of  Tiffin  &  of  Rector — de  time  for  forfeit*  deposits — how  are  surplus 
confirmd  claims  to  be  disposed  of    Ans"  11'"  Ap'  " 


THOMAS   L.   McKENNEY   TO   THE    ACTING  SECRETARY 
OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  M78:ALS1 
Office  of  Indian  Trade  Geo:  Town  March  W  1817 
To  Geo:  Graham  Esqr  Actg  Sec'  of  War 

Dear  Sir,  Every  letter  I  receive  from  P.  Du  Chein,  confirms  the 
fact,  that  licences  to  trade  with  the  Indians  are  issued  to  an  imdue 

»'  There  are  still  other  letters  in  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.) 
from  Bond  to  Meigs  for  the  year  1817,  but  there  are  almost  wholly  of  a  routine 
business  nature.  In  his  letter  of  July  21,  however,  Bond  explains  the  manner  of 
making  his  returns  on  the  sale  of  land. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  to  the  effect  that  no  alteration  should 
be  made  with  respect  to  lands  sold  agreeably  to  Tiffin's  returns,  and  giving 
details  of  the  procedure  when  a  purchaser  pays  more  than  is  due  for  a  confirmed 
claim. 
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extent.  I  am  aware  of  the  broadness  of  the  law;  and  how  easy  it  is 
to  obtain  this  privilege  under  its  provisions.  Still,  however,  I  appre- 
hend, with  all  its  extent  of  privilege,  the  use  made  of  it,  in  many  cases, 
is  at  war  with  its  spirit, — and  certainly  with  the  design  of  the 
Government. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  letter  this  day  received  from 
Jn°  W  Johnson,  U.  S.  Factor  at  Prairi  Du  Chein,  dated  8'"  Jan^ 
last. — "How  Maj'  Puttoff,  Indian  Agent  at  Mackinack  could  licence 
traders  for  this  Territory,  is  surprising  to  all  the  American's  here. 
The  blackest  of  characters  were  permitted,  and  are  now  trading  with 
the  Indians  in  every  direction.  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  find  out 
whether  M'  Puttoff  received  unhmitted  instructions  from  the 
President?    Each  (trader)  paying  him  fifty  $."  ^ — ■ 

Our  trade  must  suffer  under  such  pressure — and  so  must  the 
Indians.  Nor  can  any  thing  tend  to  the  destruction  of  both,  more 
rapidly. 

I  submit  it  to  the  Dep'  of  War  to  provide  suitable  checks  for  this 
evil — and  hope  some  plan  may  be  adopted  that  will  correct  the 
extent  to  which  it  is  carried. 


Very  Respectfully  Y--  Ob  Ser' 


Tho:  L:  M'Kenney  S.I.T. 


[Addressed]  George  Graham  Esq.  Acting  Secretary  of  War 
Washington  [Postmarked]  Geo:  t°  Mar  20  Indian  Trade  Office 
Free 

[Endorsed]  George  Town  19  march  1817.  Thomas  L.  M'Kenney 
Esq.  relative  to  the  issue  of  Licence  to  Indian  Traders  March  1817. 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR 
EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  26 ""  March,  1817. 
Gov.  NiNlAN  Edwards  Kaskaskias. 

Sir,    All  the  Indian  agents  within  the  Illinois  territory,  except  the 
one  at  Green  Bay,^^  having  been  placed  under  your  superintendence 


"  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  694. 

'*  Chicago  should  have  been  another  exception  noted.  Cf.  Graham  to  Cass, 
Mar.  23,  1817  (NA,OIA,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D,  printed,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs, 
11,  136),  definitely  assigning  Chicago  to  the  Michigan  superintendency,  along  with 
Green  Bay,  Mackinac,  Fort  Wayne,  and  Piqua;  and  Bowyer  to  Cass,  May  9, 
1817  (NA,OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii),  referring  to  a  letter  from  the  War  Department 
placing  Green  Bay  under  Cass.  See  also  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  691,  696. 
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as' Gov''  of  that  territory,  you  will  take  the  necessary  measures  for 
causing  the  agents  to  make  their  reports,  and  render  their  accounts, 
thro'fyou,  to  this  department.  All  bills,  (except  for  their  own  pay) 
must^receive  your  sanction  before  they  can  be  paid;  and  as  all  ac- 
counts in  relation  to  Indian  affairs  are,  in  pursuance  of  a  late  law,"  to 
be  settled  at  the  Treasury  by  the  5'"  Auditor,  it  becomes  necessary 
that  the  agents  should,  at  the  expiration  of  each  quarter,  draw  for  the 
expenses  incurred  during  the  quarter;  the  amount  to  be  included,  as 
far  as  practicable,  in  the  same  bill,  accompanied  by  a  letter  of  advice, 
and  a  particular  account  of  the  expenditiu^s;  which  expenditures 
should  receive  your  approbation. 

The  state  of  the  appropriation  for  the  Indian  department,  requires 
the  most  strict  and  rigorous  oeconomy  in  the  expenditures;  those  for 
rations  and  presents  have  very  much  exceeded  the  amount  which  the 
appropriations  for  the  present  year  will  admit,  and  will,  therefore, 
require  very  considerable  reductions.  The  regulations  prescribed  by 
this  department,  on  the  7'"  of  May,  1816,"  in  relation  to  the  issues  of 
rations,  should  be  strictly  adhered  to,  and  you  should  cause  a  report 
of  the  amount  of  issues  of  rations  to  Indians,  at  each  post  within  the 
territory,  to  be  made  to  you. 

The  whole  amount  of  the  expenditure  for  the  Indian  department 
within  the  Illinois  territory,  including  rations,  presents,  contingencies, 
salaries  of  agents  &c.  must  be  limited  to  twenty  five  thousand  dollars, 
pr  annum;  and  you  will  apportion  this  sum  among  the  several 
agencies,  including  that  for  civilization,  in  such  manner  as  you  may 
think  proper. 

Mr.  M'Kenney  will  be  instructed  to  forward  to  you,  six  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  goods,  to  be  assorted  into  three  parcels  of  two  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  as  presents.  He  will,  also,  forward  the  amount  of 
annuities  payable  to  the  Indians  in  the  Illinois  territory."  Those 
for  the  Sacs  and  Foxes  will,  for  the  present  year,  be  sent  to  S'  Louis, 
as  it  is  uncertain  in  which  of  the  territories,  the  greater  part  of  those 
tribes  reside.  Gov"^  Clark  and  yourself  will  agree  on  the  point, 
where  they  are,  in  future,  to  be  delivered,  and  advise  this  depart- 
ment thereof. 

The  agent  for  civilization,  cannot  be  furnished,  and  will  not  require, 
for  the  present  year,  any  other  mechanics,  than  a  blacksmith  and  a 
wheelwright.  The  sum  allotted  to  his  agency  must,  necessarily,  be 
limited  by  the  amount  placed  at  your  disposal.  The  sum  estimated 
by  him  for  the  construction  of  houses,  is  totally  inadmissible  at  present; 
accommodations  must  be  procured  by  the  aid  of  the  troops  stationed 

"3  Stat.  366-368. 

••  NA(OIA,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C) 

«  See  McKenney  to  Edwards,  Mar.  28, 1817  (NA,  OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D). 
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at  Peoria,  and  with  such  funds  as  you  may  be  able  to  appropriate  to 
that  object,  out  of  those  placed  at  your  disposal. 

The  orders  of  this  department,  dated  the  21"  October,  1816,^ 
requiring  the  agents  to  reside  within  their  respective  agencies,  must 
be  strictly  enforced.  If  is  observed,  that  M"'  Forsyth,  who  was 
ordered  to  report  to  you,  is  still  at  S'  Louis.^'  If  you  have  no  occasion 
for  his  services  within  your  territory,  you  will  advise  Gov"'  Clark 
thereof,  who  will  be  instructed  to  employ  him,  if  his  services  are 
required  in  the  Missouri  Territory;  if  not,  to  discharge  him. 

I  have  the  honor.  &c.  George  Graham,  A.S.W. 


[THE    ACTING    SECRETARY    OF    WAR]   TO    ALEXANDER 

MACOMB 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Dept.  of  War  5.  April  1817. 
General  Macomb  Detroit 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  just  received 
from  Gov"'  Edwards  ^ — The  hostile  disposition  manifested  by  the 
Several  tribes  of  Indians  enumerated  by  him,  will  make  it  necessary 
to  strengthen  the  Posts  on  the  Mississippi  and  its  waters.  I  have 
therefore  to  request  that  the  two  companies  of  the  Rifle  Regiment  at 
Green  Bay  may  be  ordered  a  cross  to  Praire  du  Chein  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible — The  officer  commanding  should  be  advised  of  the 
temper  of  the  Indians,  that  the  necessary  precautionary  measures 
may  be  taken  against  the  possibility  of  an  attack  on  the  route." — 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  G74:ALS] 

S'  Louis  7'"  April  1817 
Sir    I  had  the  honor  to  enclose  to  the  Honb'°  Secretary  of  War  in 
September  last  °"  an  estimate  of  the  articles  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Indian  agency  over  which  I  am  appointed — and  in  Decem- 


«  Cf.  ante,  p.  417. 

•'  See  Forsyth  to  Clark,  Sept.  22,  1815,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  ii,  79.  He  was 
appointed  Apr.  18  and  confirmed  Apr.  20,  1818,  as  Indian  agent  for  Missouri 
Territory  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  iii,  139,  140). 

'0  Probably  referring  to  letter  of  Feb.  21,  1817,  ante,  p.  483. 

•>  Answered  post,  p.  498.  A  similar  letter  was  sent  to  Andrew  Jackson,  then 
stationed  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  the  same  date  (NA,  WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil. 
Bk.  9). 

«» Ante,  p.  395. 
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ber  last  received  instructions  to  hire  a  Gun  Smith  &  Wheelright,"  the 
former  of  which  I  have  done — I  have  waited  thus  long  for  further 
instructions,  &  the  Means  of  making  my  establishment  at  Peoria — 

The  great  anxiety  of  the  Indians  to  have  a  Gun  Smith  to  repair 
their  guns  &c  makes  it  necessary  for  me  to  repair  to  Peoria  imme- 
diately with  one,  for  which  purpose  I  shall  be  under  the  necessity  of 
incurring  some  expences  in  erecting  a  shop,  transportation,  purchasing 
Iron  &  Steel  &"  The  remote  distance  of  the  point  selected  for  the 
agency  from  any  settled  or  civilized  part  of  the  World,  will  cause  the 
buildings  necessary  to  be  erected  to  cost  unusually  high,  unless  aided 
by  the  Military  at  the  post  where  the  Agency  is  established — It  is  a 
principal  so  repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  the  officers  generally  to 
permit  their  men  to  do  any  other  duty  than  Military,  that  I  should 
dislike  to  call  on  them  in  any  other  way  than  as  a  special  favour — 

As  soon  I  get  a  shop  erected,  I  shall  return  to  this  place  &  await 
further  instructions  from  the  War  Dep' — 

If  any  change  is  to  be  made  in  the  Indian  Agencies  in  Illinois  & 
Missouri  Territories,  differing  from  the  present  plan  pursued  by  the 
Government,  I  would  ask  permission  to  pay  a  visit  next  fall  to  the 
City  of  Washington  where  I  might  have  the  honor  of  personnally 
communicating  to  you,  my  observations  on  the  mode  of  arraining  the 
different  agencies;  To  my  \iews  best  calculated  to  produce  peace  & 
harmony  &  to  introduce  Civilization  among  the  different  tribes 
inhabiting  the  Mississippi  &  its  Waters  &  to  give  the  least  possible 
trouble  to  the  War  Dep'  &  prevent  any  misunderstanding  relative  to 
Indian  affairs  between  the  Governors  of  the  Territories  of  Missouri 
&  Illinois — 

I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  permitting  me  to  piu-- 
chase  a  boat  for  the  agency,  it  will  cost  $400 — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Respectfully  Y"^  Ob'  Ser' 

R  Graham 
Ind"  Ag'  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois 

The  Honb'»  The  Secretary  of  War    Washington  City 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'*  The  Secretary  of  War  Washington  City 
[Postmarked]  S'  Louis  Apr  7 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis,  April  1817.  R.  Graham  Esq'  relative  to 
erecting  Houses  at  Peoria — Blacksmiths  wanting — The  Agencies 
&c  &c  wants  to  purchase'a  Boat*May"l817. 

«  Dec.  4,  1816  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C). 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Treas.  Lets.  Unbound :ALS] 

Treasury  Department  18'"  Apl  1817 

Sir.  I  have  the  honor  to  return  you  the  bids  made  for  leasing  lead 
mines  in  the  Illinois  territory.**  The  President  approves  of  the  leases 
contemplated  by  those  bids,  as  far  as  they  do  not  affect  the  reserva- 
tions near  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin,  which  are  not  to  be  considered 
as  embraced  in  the  proposals  referred  to.*"^ 

In  executing  the  leases  pursuant  to  the  proposals  the  lessees  must 
be  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  land  ceded  to  the  United  States  as 
defined  by  the  late  treaty  with  those  tribes  which  had  set  up  adverse 
claims  to  the  Illinois  cession  by  the  Sacs  and  Foxes ;'°  excluding  always 
the  reservations  near  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin. 

Inclosed  you  will  receive  the  President's  proclamation  for  the  sale  of 
public  lands  at  Wooster.^^ 

I  am  Sir  respectfully  Your  Most  Ob'  &  very  humble  Serv' 

W"  H  Crawford 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq"^  Com"'  Genl  Land  Office 

[Endorsed]  18'"  April  1817  Secretary  of  Treas"  The  President 
approves  bids  for  leases  of  Lead  Mines  in  Illinois  Informed  Officers  at 
Kaskaskia  19  Ap'  ^  The  boundaries  of  Indian  Tribes  and  the  reserva- 
tion at  the  mouth  of  Ouisconsin  must  not  be  infringed  upon  Copied 
for  S  T  Exam-"  D.  C.  J.  N. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

GLO  19'"  April  1817. 
Mich'  Jones  Esq"  Shad"  Bond  Esq"  Kaskas' 

Sirs,  The  proposals  for  leases  of  Lead  Mines  which  you  transmitted 
in  your  letter  of  7'"  August  *'  were  duly  laid  before  the  President,  his 
approbation  of  them  I  received  Yesterday,  through  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  a  Copy  of  whose  letter  on  the  subject  is  enclosed,  &  will 
serve  to  guide  you  in  drawing  the  Leases. 

I  am  &c 

The  leases  must  be  transmitted  to  me  for  the  President's  approba- 
tion. 


"  Not  seen. 

^  Military  reservation  as  described  in  the  treaty  of  Nov.  3,  1804  (7  Stat.  86, 
art.  11). 

8«  Referring  to  the  treaty  of  May  13,  1816  (7  Stat.  141-142). 

6'  Ohio. 

«« Infra. 

"  Ante,  p.  370. 
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MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
INA:GL0,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  April  23rd  1817 
Sir  Your  letters  of  the  13th™  &  15th  Ult",^'  enclosing  the  Acts 
passed  the  3rd  '^  and  22nd  March  last,"  relating  to  settlers  on  the 
United  States  Lands,  and  providing  for  the  division  of  certain  quarter 
sections,  came  to  hand  by  this  days  mail — In  relation  to  the  Act  auth- 
orizing the  Register  to  grant  permits  to  settlers  on  Public  Lands,  I 
have  to  remark,  that  altho  the  Act  of  the  25th  March  1816  would  seem 
to  warrant  a  construction  that  permits  might  be  granted  to  such  set- 
tlers, notwithstanding  the  land  might  be  open  for  Sale — yet  as  your  in- 
structions of  the  30th  April  1816,'*  which  I  am  directed,  in  your  letter 
of  the  15th  Ult°,  to  observe,  in  carrying  into  effect  the  present  Law, 
expressly  forbids  the  granting  of  permits  for  any  lands  "now  open  for 
private  sale"  It  follows  that,  as  all  the  public  Lands  in  my  District  are 
open  for  private  sale,  this  Law  cannot  operate  here — 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Ob'  Serv' 

Mich'  Jones  Reg' 

The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  office  Washington  City  P'  Mail  [Postmarked]  Kas- 
kaskia April  24*"    Free 

[Endorsee/]     M'  Jones  relative  to  Settlers  on  pub  Lands 


ALEXANDER  MACOMB  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  M193:  ALS] 

Head  Quarters  Fifth  Military  Department 

Detroit  April  25"  1817. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication, of  the  5th  instant,"  enclosing  the  letter  of  Govemour 
Edwards,  touching  the  conduct  of  the  Indians  in  the  Northwest.  The 
two  companies  of  Riflemen  under  Lieu'  Colonel  Chambers  were 
ordered  to  the  Prairie  du  Chien  last  year,  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of 
the  Season  they  were  not  able  to  proceed.   The  L'  Colonel  has  informed 

™  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  a  circular  letter. 

"  Loe.  eit. 

"  3  Stat.  303,  renewing  the  act  approved  Mar.  25,  1816  (3  Stat.  260-261). 

n  Feb.  22,  1817  (3  STAT.  346). 

"  Printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  viil,  415-417. 

"  ArUe,  p.  495. 
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me  that  he  would  set  out  about  the  15'"  of  this  month,  so  that  by  this 
time  he  is  on  his  march :  He  is  aware  of  the  disposition  of  the  Indians 
and  will  be  duly  prepared. 

In  consequence  of  the  departure  of  the  riflemen,  I  have  ordered  two 
companies  of  the  Third  Regiment  from  Mackinaw  to  Greenbay,  as 
the  Indians  in  that  quarter  are  also  represented  to  be  rather  hostile. 
The  commanding  officers  are  instructed  ever  to  be  on  their  guard 
against  the  attemps  of  the  savages,  and  to  be  prompt  in  repelling 
every  insult  or  attack.  The  Forts  are  generally  well  provided  with  the 
munitions  of  war  and  the  Commanding  officers  are  all  men  of  vigilence 
and  ability.^* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Sir,  Yovtr  Most  obt:  Servant 

Alex''  Macomb 

To  The  Honourable  The  Secretary  of  War  Washington 

[Endorsed]  Detroit  April  25""  1817.  Gen'  Alexander  Macomb 
Has  reed  letter  5'"  inst — relative  to  the  hostile  temper  of  the  Western 
Indians — Lt  Col.  Chambers  has  set  out — Has  ordered  2  Companies 
from  Mackinaw  to  Greenbay  June  1817. 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 
[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  M137:  ALS] 

Office  of  Indian  Trade  Geo:  Town  May  6. 1817 
To  Geo  Graham  Esq'  Actg  Secty  of  War 

Dear  Sir,  I  have  had  occasion  in  my  communications  with  the 
War  Department,  to  refer  to  the  laxity  of  the  law  under  the  provisions 
of  which  individuals  are  licenced  to  go  into  the  Indian  settlements,  to 
trade.  I  have  not  supposed  any  power  could  be  exercised  by  the 
department  annulling  so  much  of  the  law  as  gives  this  privilige;  that 
any  suspension  of  it  could  be  commanded — but  I  have  hoped  that 
instructions  might  be  issued  going  to  guard  those  who  are  authorised 
to  issue  licences,  against  a  too  free  exercise  of  their  prerogative.  My 
main  design  is  to  furnish  materials  as  I  am  possessed  of  them,  on  which 
to  bottom  the  case  on  its  real  merits,  for  the  information  of  Congress 
at  its  next  Session  who  alone  have  the  power  to  cure  the  evil.     With 

"  With  respect  to  the  military  situation  in  the  region  of  Green  Bay  at  this 
time,  see  Macomb  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Mar.  14,  1817  (NA,  WD,  SWDF, 
M102),  which  touches  also  on  Indian  affairs  and  contains  the  following  en- 
closures: Chambers  (in  command  at  Green  Bay)  to  Macomb,  Jan.  20,  1817 
(extract),  and  a  second  letter  of  the  same  date;  report  of  the  assistant  inspector 
general  to  Macomb,  Mar.  15,  1817;  and  Thomas  to  Macomb,  Mar.  15,  1817, 
relative  to  supplies  at  Green  Bay. 
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these  views,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  a  Copy  from  a 
letter  which  I  yesterday  received  from  Jn°  W  Johnson  U.  S.  Factor  at 
Praire  Du  Cheine;  and  which  contains  a  second  reference  to  the 
source  whence  licences  issue  so  promiscuously,  and  in  such  abundance. 
I  enclose  also  for  your  information  a  letter  dated  1"  Ultimo,  from 
Cap*  Fowler  now  at  Natchitoches,"  who  is  the  Factor  for  the  post  in 
preparation  8  miles  above  that  village.  It  will  be  seen  that  some 
difference  has  arisen  about  the  property  selected  for  the  post.  This  I 
enclose  as  an  incidental  affair — and  which  will  no  doubt  work  right. — 
But  the  pressure  under  which  the  Indian  trade  now  labors,  and  which 
must  increase;  and  the  embarrassments  forced  upon  it  by  those  who 
licence,  in  sending  into  the  Indian  settlements  such  swarms  of  traders, 
among  whom  it  appears  are  foreigners — and  men  who  are  enemies, 
and  unprincipled,  as  it  appears  some  are,  may  claim  the  immediate 
interference  of  the  War  Department,  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
ridding  that  section  of  the  Country  of  the  agency  to  which  Johnson 
refers,  whose  business  appears  to  be  a  distribution  of  Whiskey  amongst 
these  unfortunate  people?  " — 

Very  Respectfully  Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  be  y'  Ob  S' 

Tho:  L:  M'Kenney  S.  I.  T. 

[Endorsed]  Geo:  Town  6  may  1817.  Thomas  L.  M'^Kenney 
Enclosing  a  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Jn"  Johnson  U.  S  factor  relative  to 
licences  to  British  traders — Also  a  letter  from  M'  Fowler  relative  to 
the  property  delivered  to  the  Catholic  Congregation  at  Natchitoches — 
May  1817. 

[Enclosure] 

John  W.  Johnson  to  Thomas  L.  McKenney 

[February  10,  1817] 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  John  W  Johnson,  U.  S.  Factor,  to  the 
Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  dated  Prairie  du  Chien,  10'"  Feb' 
1817. 

"There  are  three  Traders  here  with  British  goods  trading  under 
licence  from  the  Indian  Agent  at  Mackinak  &  Green  Bay.  One  of 
them  is  a  British  Subject,  Rolette,  whose  family  resides  here,  he  visits 
Mackinak  annually,  and  is  concerned  largely  in  the  Indian  trade;  he 
having  in  part  equipp'd  at  this  place  last  fall;  six  traders,  he  remains 
here  himself;  and  keeps  up  a  regular  correspondance  with  his  clerks, 
who  are  scatter'd  in  all  directions  amongst  the  Indians.    His  prices 


"  Present,  but  not  here  printed. 
"  Answered  post,  p.  502. 
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for  skins  received  of  the  Indians  are  so  high,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
giving — Otter  $4. — raccoon  50  cts.  Deer  Skins  75  cts  each.  Bear 
Skins  $4.  each  f  j^Beaver  $2.50  p  lb — Be  assured,  so  long  as  those  British 
traders  are  admitted  among  the  Indians,  we  never  shall  have  the  as- 
cendency of  the  latter." 

"A  circumstance  took  place  here  two  days  ago,  which  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  inform  you  in  order  that  you  may  cause  it  to  be  taken 
notice  of  at  head  quarters.  A  party  of  Indians  belonging  to  the  Fox 
nation,  (British  in  principle)  came  here  to  trade;  they  went  to  the 
within  mentioned  British  trader,  &  traded  their  Skins;  on  leaving  him, 
they  bore  of  a  keg  containing  nine  Gallons  of  whiskey — which  Rolette, 
acknowledged  afterwards  to  have  given  by  the  knowledge  and  consent 
of  M"'  Nicholas  Boilvin,  Indian  Agent  here;  he  further  says,  that  it 
was  not  the  first  time,  I  am  sorry  to  learn,  lately,  the  disposition  of 
this  Agent,  in  many  other  cases,  wherein  Whiskey  is  admitted  for  Sale 
&c  to  Indians  at  &  near  this  place.  Indeed  it  appears  as  if  we  were 
destitute  of  laws  on  this  occasion. — So  many  representations  having 
been  made,  and  nothing  more  heard  of  them — it  has  become  a  matter 
of  doubt  here,  what  territory  we  are  in,  and  to  whom  would  be  the 
proper  person  to  report  such  lawless  actions.  Any  regulations  or  in- 
formation you  can  make  or  give  me  on  this  subject,  will  be  thankfully 
received."  ™ 


JOHN  EDGAR  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,E-Misc.:ALS] 

Kaskaskias  6  May  1817 
Sir/  a  letter  Addressed  to  me  by  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War 
Under  date  of  the  10.  Ocf  last'"  on  the  Subject  of  my  appointment 
to  the  Office  Brigadier  General  of  Militia  in  this  Territory,  came  to 
hand  by  due  course  of  mail — The  receipt  of  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
acknowledging,''  and  at  the  same  time  of  advising  Him  of  my  accept- 


"  Answered  May  10,  1817  (NA,  OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D,  printed,  W.H.C., 
XIX,  459-460),  in  which  reference  is  also  made  to  complaints  against  Boilvin  for 
violating  Federal  laws  and  requesting  that  the  complaints  in  question  be  lodged 
with  Governor  Edwards.  With  reference  further  to  agency  matters  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  see  id.  to  id.,  Apr.  15,  May  2,  and  June  24,  1817,  printed,  ibid.,  pp.  454- 
455,  456-457,  463-464.  See  also  T.  Chambers  (Prairie  du  Chien)  to  John  Lawe 
(Green  Bay),  May  10,  1817,  ibid.,  pp.  458-459,  expressing  the  belief  that  British 
traders  would  not  be  excluded  from  the  trade  at  once. 

w  Not  found.    Cf.  ante,  p.  449. 

"  Ante,  p.  425. 
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ance    of    that    appointment — ^But    the    Commission    has    not    yet 
Arrived  " — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  Your  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant 

J  Edgar 

The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War — 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War 
City  of  Washington     [Postmarked]    Kaskaskia  8'" 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskias,  May  6.  1817.  Jn°  Edgar — relative  to  his 
Comm"  as  B.  G'  of  Militia.  M'  Laub  To  be  nominated  to  the  sen- 
ate &  to  rank  from  the  date  of  his  former  appointment'*'    G  G 


THE    ACTING    SECRETARY    OF    WAR    TO    THOMAS    L. 

McKENNEY 

(NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9) 

Dept  of  War  8""  May  1817. 
Tho'  L.  M'Kenny  Geo.  Town 

Sir  Your  letter  of  the  6'"  Instant*'  is  received  and  I  enclose  for 
your  information  a  copy  of  the  instructions  which  were  given  to  the 
Indian  Agents  on  the  North  West  frontier  relative  to  the  issuing  of 
licenses  to  foreign  Traders — those  regulations  by  the  direction  of  the 
President  are  still  in  force,  and  will  not  be  rescinded  untill  the  Presi- 
dent reaches  Detroit,  which  is  one  of  the  places  he  intends  to  visit,  on 
his  Contemplated  tour,  and  where  he  thinks  he  can  better  possess 
himself  of  the  information  necessary  to  form  a  correct  decision  on  the 
subject — M'  Astor  has  informed  this  Dept.  that  he  has  purchased  out 
the  interest  of  what  is  termed  the  South  West  Company — I  enclose 
for  your  information  a  Communication  from  Major  Puthuff  the  agent 
at  Michilimackinac,'*  which  I  will  thank  you  to  return — • 

The  agent  at  Praire  Du  Chien  is  under  the  controul  of  the  Gov'  of 
the  Illinois  Territory,  and  M'  Johnson  should  be  requested  to  make 
directly  to  him  any  representations  that  he  may  deem  proper  relative 
to  his  conduct,  and  if  it  is  not  strictly  proper,  he  will  on  the  representa- 
tion of  the  Governor  be  removed. — 


"  Answered  post,  p.  512. 

"•  The  last  half  of  the  endorsement  appears  irrelevant. 

»  Ante,  p.  499. 

"  Not  identified.  See  Puthuff  to  Cass,  Aug.  20,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let. 
Bk.  11,  printed,  W.H.C.,  Xix,  472-474),  concerning  the  Indian  situation  in  the 
Wisconsin  region;  enclosed  in  this  letter  is  one  from  William  Morrison,  a  trader, 
to  Puthuff,  July  19,  1817  (not  printed),  containing  a  detailed  account  of  the 
situation  in  the  Fond  du  Lac  country. 
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GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E58:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  May  12, 1817 

Sir  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  20*''  Feby  last  ^'  on 
the  9""  Inst— 

The  cession  of  land  proposed  to  be  obtained  from  the  Indians  is  in 
my  opinion  so  important  to  the  tranquility  of  this  frontier,  and  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  as  to  demand  even  considerable 
sacrifices  to  effect  it — ■ 

Separated  as  the  military  lands  are,  by  such  a  distance  from  the 
settled  parts  of  this  Territory,  I  think  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying, 
that  the  attempt  to  settle  them,  before  the  Indian  title  to  the  inter- 
vening lands  is  extinguished,  will  result  in  War — Aggressions,  and  out- 
rages of  the  most  serious  character,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  towards 
the  new  settlers  will  doubtless  take  place — and  these  I  presume  the 
Gov'  will  not  permit  to  pass  with  impunity — Were  it  necessary,  I_ 
could  state  a  variety  of  facts  in  support  of  my  opinion — but  the 
opposition  which  the  Indians  have  manifested  to  the  surveying  of 
those  lands,  and  their  recent,  &  present  indications  of  hostility,  are 
presumed  to  be  sufficient — 

While  therefore,  the  object  contemplated  by  the  President  is  dic- 
tated by  the  soundest  policy,  it  is  probably  equally  recommended  as 
a  measure  of  economy,  and  of  humanity,  as  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  its  accomplishment,  would  not  only  prevent  the  expenses 
of  a  war,  but  all  the  train  of  individual  calamities  consequent 
thereupon — 

Besides  these  considerations,  the  tract  of  Country  proposed  to  be 
acquired,  (of  a  great  part  of  which  I  can  speak  from  personal  knowl- 
edge) for  fertility  of  soil,  salubrity  of  climate,  &  eligibility  of  situation, 
is  not  surpassed  by  any  tract  of  equal  extent,  that  ever  has  been  dis- 
covered in  the  western  country.  Were  it  now  prepared  for  sale,  there 
is  no  portion  of  the  public  lands  that  would  sell  more  readily,  or 
populate  with  greater  rapidity — Its  settlement  would  contribute 
greatly  to  the  safe,  &  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  a  water  communica- 
tion, between  the  Lakes,  and  the  Missisippi  river,  which  as  I  infer, 
from  the  letters  of  the  late  Secretary  of  war,  to  Gov"'  Clark,  Col" 
Chouteau,  and  myself  is  an  object  of  some  solicitude  on  the  part  of 
the  Government;  and  which  even  now,  without  the  aid  of  great 
improvements  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  is  practicable  by  the  Illinois 
river,  every  spring  of  the  year  without  any  portage  whatever- — 

"  Ante,  p.  482.    A  copy  of  Graham's  letter  was  enclosed  in  the  above. 
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With  these  sentiments,  I  should  be  extremely  happy  to  be  the 
instrument  of  accomplishing  the  President's  wishes — but  I  beg  leave 
to  suggest  with  the  utmost  deference,  that  owing  to  existing  circum- 
stances, I  cannot  anticipate  success,  by  pursuing  the  course  pointed 
out  in  your  letter,  in  consequence  of  which,  I  at  this  time,  feel  greatly 
at  a  loss  how  to  act — 

In  the  early  part  of  the  past  winter,  the  Chippawas,  Ottawas, 
Pottowottomies,  Kickapoos,  Winnebagoes,  Sacs,  &  Foxes  of  this 
Territory,  instigated  by  British  traders,  and  unprincipled  (lately) 
naturallized  citizens,  held  a  great  council  in  which,  they  determined 
to  make  simultaneous  attempts,  to  take  all  our  forts  by  strategem, 
and  to  commence  war  upon  our  frontiers  in  the  course  of  the  last, 
or  the  present  month^ — These  facts  are  unquestionable,  and  have 
been  openly  acknowledged  in  several  Indian  Councils,  that  have 
been  held  during  the  present  year — 

I  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  an  early  discovery  of  their  inten- 
tions, and  have  been  unremitting  in  my  exertion,  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  them — Among  the  means  I  employed  for  this  purpose, 
I  thought  it  advisable  to  send  for  some  of  the  most  influential  char- 
acters among  them,  to  meet  me,  with  a  view  to  con^^nce  them,  that  I 
was  perfectly  acquainted  with  all  their  plans — my  invitation  was 
declined  by  the  most  of  them,  some  few  however,  of  the  most  dis- 
tinguished characters  met  me,  to  whom  I  gave  such  a  circumstantial, 
&  minute  account  of  all  that  had  taken  place  upon  the  subject,  that 
they  openly  acknowledged  it,  excused  themselves,  threw  the  blame 
upon  others,  and  convinced  me  that  they  had  been  deluded  by  the 
British  traders,  who  had  induced  them  to  believe,  that  Great  Britain 
&  Spain  were  about  to  unite  in  a  declaration  of  war  against  the  United 
States — 

Of  this  error  I  think  I  fully  convinced  them,  which  with  the  knowl- 
edge, they  now  have,  that  their  plans  have  been  discovered, 
together  with  the  impression  it  is  calculated  to  make  upon  them, 
that  we  shall  be  ready  to  repel  their  hostilities,  are  the  only  grounds 
upon  which,  I  make  any  calculations  that  their  intended  hostility 
will  be  prevented,  or  postponed — but  this  result,  I  do  at  present  think 
much  the  most  probable — They  however  were  to  have  held  their  great 
councils  for  deciding  upon  peace,  or  war,  about  five  or  six  days  ago — 
and  I  shall  doubtless  soon  receive  further  information  upon  the  subject 
— If  they  decide  upon  peace,  as  I  expect,  they  will  encrease  their 
exertions  to  convince  us  of  their  friendly  disposition,  which  would 
afford  a  favorable  opportunity  for  suggesting  the  measure  you  propose 
— but  I  cannot  take  any  measure  for  ascertaining  their  willingness  to 
part  with  the  land  in  question,  without  its  becoming  a  matter  of  general 
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notoriety,  in  which  case,  if  they  should  be  even  anxious  for  such  a 
negotiation,  the  Canadian  traders,  &  their  friends  in  this  country, 
would  I  am  well  con\'inced,  change  the  determination  of  the  Indians, 
before  I  could  receive  the  Presidents  instructions — 

I  beg  leave  therefore  to  suggest,  that  I  should  be  much  more  likely 
to  succeed,  if  I  were  able  to  state  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be  offered 
them,  and  ready  to  close  the  negotiation  with  them  without  delay — 
they  indulge  but  little  in  anticipations,  regard  the  future  with  scarcely 
any  concern,  and  appreciate  abundantly  more  highly,  the  means  of 
present,  than  any  future  enjoyment,  or  gratification — and  therefore 
to  see,  or  reallize  any  equivalent  intended  to  be  offered  them,  would 
be  much  more  likely  to  succeed  with  them,  then  any  vague  hopes,  or 
expectations,  which  must  be  made  to  depend  upon  the  future  instruc- 
tions of  the  President — 

The  one  experiment  would  be  equally  as  expensive  as  the  other, 
for  in  neither  case,  could  any  determination  be  made  without  a  full 
council,  and  competent  authority  of  the  Tribe,  or  Tribes  to  be  nego- 
tiated with — 

The  lands  in  question  do  in  fact  rightfully  belong  to  the  Illinois 
Nation,  and  their  claim  to  them  is  much  less  questionable,  than  to 
much  of  the  North  Eastern  part  of  their  cession  of  Aug'  1803.  That 
treaty  was  made  when  the  geography  of  the  country  was  not,  and 
could  not  have  been  correctly  understood,  for  there  is  no  published 
map  that  I  have  ever  seen,  that  makes  the  Illinois  river  run  almost 
due  South  for  seventy  two  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Missi- 
sippi.  and  hence  by  the  boundaries  given  in  that  treaty  through 
mistake,  a  considerable  quantity  of  land  is  left  out,  which  those  Indians 
intended  to  cede,  to  which  they  had  as  good  a  right,  as  to  any  part 
that  was  included  in  their  cession,  and  to  which  no  other  Indians  had 
any  colour  of  right  whatever — It  is  true  that  the  Chippawas  Ottawas 
&  Pottowottomies  of  Illinois  river,  pretended  to  claim  a  part  of  the 
Country  upon  that  river  by  conquest — but  their  occupancy  has  been 
principally,  if  not  exclusively,  confined  to  the  north  and  north  west 
side  of  it,  &  that,  they  have  ceded  to  the  United  States — 

The  Kickapoos  at  present  occupy  the  principal  part  of  the  Coimtry 
between  the  cession  of  the  Illinois  nation,  (or  Kaskaskias)  and  the 
Illinois  river — but  they  have  no  right  whatever  to  it,  except  mere 
occupancy — and  that  cession  includes  the  site  of  their  most  antient 
and  distant  village  on  the  waters  of  the  Illinois  river,  which  with  all 
other  \allages  that  they  had  occupied,  were  destroyed  during  the  war 
by  the  troops  under  my  command — The  sites  of  two  other  consider- 
able villages,  much  nearer  to  our  settlements  will  be  very  near  the 
line  of  that  Cession,  but  may  not  be  included  in  it — from  the  erection 
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of  these  last  mentioned  villages  to  this  spring,  is  only  thirteen  years; 
consequently  their  possession  is  of  too  recent  a  date  to  give  them 
any  just  pretensions  to  the  land — They  may  however  have  been  in 
the  habit  of  hunting  upon  it  for  a  longer  time,  as  they  are  now  &  long 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  hunting,  and  even  residing  upon  the  lands 
actually  included  in  the  cession  last  mentioned.  But  it  is  well  known 
that  their  country  was  upon  the  Wabash  &  its  waters — They  are 
considerably  attached  to  the  country  they  now  occupy,  and  the 
longer  they  are  permitted  to  keep  it,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to 
negotiate  with  them — ^Knowing  their  want  of  title  to  it,  they  have 
been  extremely  anxious  to  exchange  it  for  lands  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  but  whether  they  are  so  at  this  time,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
say — This  arrangement  however,  would  I  think,  be  practicable,  and 
if  so  the  interest  of  the  United  States  would  be  promoted  by  it — In 
the  Osage  purchase  the  Gov'  have  enough  land  to  spare  for  that 
purpose  that  would  suit  the  Indians  very  well,  and  is  good  for  little 
else — and  a  recession  of  a  part  of  it,  on  the  western  boundary,  would 
not  interfere  with  any  state  that  will  be  formed  on  the' Missisippi 
river  above  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  as  I  think  will  very  satisfactorily 
appear  by  the  map,  and  other  documents,  that  were  last  year  trans- 
mitted to  the  War  Department  by  Gov'  Clarkj  Colo]  Chouteau  & 
myself. 

Lest  however,  this  arrangement  might  not  be  agreable  to  the 
Indians  (even  if  it  should  be  approved  by  the  Gov')  it  might  be  ad- 
visable to  be  prepared  to  make  other  propositions — 

To  completely  vest  the  right  in  the  United  St*  a  further  cession 
from  the  Illinois  Nation  (or  Kaskaskias)  seems  to  me  advisable,  and 
I  think  there  will  be  little  difficulty  in  procuring  it — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  y'  Mo  Ob""  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Hon'ble  George  Graham  Acting  Sec.  of  War 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111  Terry  12  May  1817.  Gov  Ninian 
Edwards  In  relation  to  a  Cession  of  Lands  West  of  the  Illinois 
River — for  which  a  Treaty  should  be  holden — Nov  1817. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHT 
[NA:PO,  P.M.  Letter  Book  U] 

General  Post  Office  16  May  1817 
WiLLUM  C.  Vaught  Esq.  P.M.  Shawnee  town  1 11  is  Ty. 

Sir,     If  the  weight  of  the  mail  for  Kaskaskia  averages  more  than 
70  lbs,  I  wish  you  to  instruct  the  carrier  to  use  a  pack  horse,  for  so 
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doing  he  shall  receive  an  addition  to  his  present  pay  of  thirty  three 
and  }i  per  cent  for  the  time  that  he  so  carries  the  mail,  has  the  led 
horse  began  on  the  Bairdstown  route,  the  contractor  for  that  line  has 
been  instructed  to  employ  one,  your  answer  is  requested. 

R.  J.  Meigs  Jr 


WILLIAM  MEARS  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  M:ALS] 

Illinois  Territory  Saint  Clair  Court  house  19'"  May  1817 
Sir  I  have  had  repeated  information  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  that  residents  and  non-residents  of  this  Territory  have  been 
committing  very  extensive  havoc  on  the  timber  growing  on  public 
land  in  different  parts  of  this  Territory  and  I  have  been  repeatedly 
urged  to  prosecute  these  offenders  I  have  always  replied  to  my 
informants  that  I  had  no  instruction  on  this  subject  from  the  General 
Government  and  therefore  could  not  take  upon  myself  as  Attorney 
for  this  Territory  to  prosecute  any  past  outrages  of  this  description 
I  am  morally  certain  of  the  existence  of  the  offence  And  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  some  tan-yards  are  supplied  with  bark  taken  from  the 
public  forest  and  there  is  one  in  particular  out  of  this  Territory  for 
which  I  have  been  told  several  thousand  trees  on  public  land  have 
been  wantonly  prostrated  School  lands  it  is  said  have  also  suffered 
severely  I  have  not  understood  that  this  offence  is  at  all  attributable 
to  the  intruders  on  public  lands  if  any  there  be,  nor  to  tenants  at 
will  or  at  Sufferance  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  communicate  this 
information  to  apprize  this  department  of  the  existence  of  the  evil 
that  a  suitable  Corrective  if  deemed  expedient  might  be  applied 
As  to  myself  I  submissively  wait  for  your  instructions 

With  great  consideration  and  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir 
your  most  humble  Obedient  Servant 

W"  Mears 

[Addressed]  The  Hon""  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  Washington  City  District  of  Coliunbia  [Postmarked] 
CahoMa  24  May    Free 

[Endorsed]  1817  S'  Clair  Court  H"  District  Att"  de  destrucf  of 
timber    19  May  1817 
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THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY  TO 
CHARLES  JOUETT 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  ii] 

Detroit  May  23<"  1817— 

Dear  "Sir,  Your  several  letters  were  received  in  my  absence  '*  to 
Washington  where  I  have  been  since  the  Winter  and  whence  I  have 
recently  returned. 

With  respect  to  a  House,  I  transmit  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the 
War  Department,''  I  have  in  conformity  with  it  had  a  conversation 
with  General  Macomb,  who  assures  me  he  has  issued  such  orders  to 
the  Commanding  Officer  at  Chicago  as  will  ensure  you  the  necessary 
assistance. 

One  of  your  letters  **  and  one  from  M'  Kinzie  "  mention  the  subject 
of  his  appointment  as  an  Interpreter.  It  is  a  question  solely  for  you 
to  settle.  If  M'  Kinzie  has  abandoned  the  Indian  trade  I  can  conceive 
no  possible  objection  to  his  appointment,  but  I  consider  the  thing 
entirely  under  your  controul.'" 

If  the  Commanding  officer  at  Chicago  thinks  he  has  a  right  to  decide 
to  what  Indians  you  shall  or  shall  not  issue  provisions  or  to  interfere 
in  any  manner  with  your  arrangements  upon  the  subject,  he  gives  a 
latitude  of  Interpretation  to  the  order  from  the  War  Department, 
which  neither  its  letter  or  spirit  will  justify. — The  object  was,  I  pre- 
sume that  the  Commanding  Officer  should  act  as  a  check  upon  the 
Indian  Agent  by  examining  the  original  returns,  but  not  by  determining 
to  whom  provisions  shall  be  issued.  By  the  latter  the  Commanding 
Officer  would  be  substituted  for  the  Indian  Agent  and  instead  of 
operating  as  a  check  would  absorb  in  his  own  person  the  function  of 
both  offices. 

You  will  perceive  by  the  accompanying  letter  that  the  appropriation 
for  the  Indian  Department  is  this  year  so  small  that  the  most  rigid 
economy  only  will  enable  the  expenditure  to  be  kept  within  the  limited 
amount. 

The  sum  appropriated  by  Congress  is  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
of  this  sum  forty  five  thousand  were  assigned  by  the  War  Department 
for  the  expenditures  upon  this  frontier,  including  this  place  and  the 
Agencies  at  Mackinaw,  Green  Bay,  Chicago,  Fort  Wayne  and  Picqua, 

*•  Among  others  those  of  Apr.  3  (addressed  to  the  President  and  filed  following 
one  of  June  19)  and  Apr.  29,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii). 

»'  Mar.  27,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D). 

"  Apr.  3,  1817,  referred  to  above. 

"  Addressed  to  the  President,  Apr.  4,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii),  which 
contains  a  review  of  Kinzie's  services  from  prior  to  the  Fort  Dearborn  massacre 
in  1812  to  the  date  of  the  letter. 

•0  Cf.  post,  p.  524. 
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Six  thousand  dollars  were  expended  by  M'  M'^Kenney  in  the  purchase 
of  presents  so  that  thirty  nine  thousand  dollars  only  are  left  to  meet 
the  various  sources  of  expenditures,  upon  this  extended  frontier." 

I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  often  from  you.    And  am  with  respect  Yo. 
obt.  Servt. 

Charles  Jouett  Esq'  Indian  Agent  Chicago 


POST  ROUTE  ADVERTISEMENT  '^ 
[PO:  Proposals  for  Contracts,  1808-1818] 

[May  26,  1817] 
In  Illinois  and  Missouri. 

185.  From  Shawanoetown  by  United  States  Saline,  Jordon's, 
Great  Muddy  River,  Little  Muddy  River,  Coxe's,  on  Beaucoup 
River,  and  Kaskaskia  to  St.  Genevieve  once  a  week,  120  miles. 

Leave  Shawanoetown  every  Saturday  at  2  p.m.  and  arrive  at  St. 
Genevieve  the  next  Tuesday  by  6  p.m.  Leave  St.  Genevieve  every 
Wednesday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  Shawanoetown  on  Saturday  by 
10  a.m. 

186.  PYom  Smithland,  K.  by  Fort  Massac  and  TjTvappety  to  Cape 
Girardot  once  a  week,  73  miles. 

Leave  Smithland  every  Saturday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  Cape 
Girardot  on  Sunday  by  3  p.m.  Leave  Cape  Girardot  every  Thurs- 
day at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  Smithland  on  Friday  by  6  p.m. 

187.  From  Kaskaskia  by  Prairie  du  Rocher,  St.  Philip,  Harrison- 
ville,  Haculaneum,  Cahokia  and  St.  Louis  to  St.  Charles  once  a 
week,  84  miles. 

Leave  Kaskaskia  every  Wednesday  at  6  a.m.  arrive  at  Herculaneum 
by  5  p.m.  arrive  at  Cahokia  on  Thursday  by  2  p.m.  and  arrive  at  St. 
Charles  on  Friday  by  10  a.m.  Leave  St.  Charles  every  Sunday  at 
3  p.m.  arrive  at  Herculaneum  on  Tuesday  by  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at 
Kaskaskia  on  Tuesday  by  6  p.m. 

188.  From  St.  Charles  by  Missouri  Crossings,  St.  Johns,  Price's, 
Bibbs  and  Big  Bonne  Femme  to  Howard  c.h.  once  in  two  weeks, 
173  miles. 

Leave  St.  Charles  every  other  Monday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at 
Howard  c.h.  on  Saturday  by  6  p.m.  Leave  Howard  c.h.  on  Tuesday 
at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  St.  Charles  on  Friday  by  6  p.m. 

«'  See  post,  p.  524. 

•2  Unless  otherwise  stated  in  particular  instances,  the  routes  described  in  this 
advertisement  were  covered  by  a  blanket  authorization  to  the  Postmaster  General 
in  section  3  of  an  act  approved  Apr.  18, 1814  (3  Stat.  132),  to  take  steps  to  accom- 
modate any  settled  community  deemed  necessary  until  such  time  as  provision 
should  be  made  by  law. 
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189.  From  St.  Louis  by  Herculaneum,  Potosi,  St.  Michaels,  Doct. 
Betie's,  Ballinger's,  Currans,  Laurens  c.h.  Cadrons  on  Arkansaw, 
Daniels,  on  Big  Rock,  to  Arkansas  Post  Office  once  a  week,  546  miles . 

Leave  St.  Louis  the  first  Friday  in  each  Calender  month,  and 
arrive  at  Arkansas  Post-Office,  in  15  days,  on  Friday  by  4  p.m. 
Leave  Arkansas  Post-Office  the  next  day  Saturday  at  6  a.m.  and 
arrive  at  St.  Louis  in  15  days,  on  Saturday  by  6  p.m. 

190.  From  Cahokia  by  Madison  c.h.  St.  Clair  and  Clinton  Hill 
to  Cahokia  once  a  week,  50  miles 25.'' 

Leave  Cahokia  every  Thursday  at  3  p.m.  and  arrive  at  Clinton 
Hill  on  Friday  by  noon.  Leave  Clinton  Hill  every  Friday  at  1  p.  m. 
and  arrive  at  Cahokia  by  6  p.m. 

191.  From  Herculaneum  by  Mine  au  Burton  to  St.  Genevieve 
once  a  week,  80  miles. 

Leave  Herculaneum  every  Tuesday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  St. 
Genevieve  on  Wednesday  by  6  p.m.  Leave  St.  Genevieve  every 
Thursday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at  Herculaneum  on  Friday  by  6  p.m. 

192.  From  St.  Genevieve  by  Big  Shawanoe,  Little  Shawanoe, 
Cape  Girardot  and  Winchester  to  New  Madrid  once  a  week,  115 
miles. 

Leave  St.  Genevieve  every  Wednesday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at 
New  Madrid  on  Friday  by  6  p.m.  Leave  New  Madrid  every  Saturday 
at  8  a.m.  and  arrive  at  St.  Genevieve  on  Monday  by  6  p.m. 

193.  From  Kaskaskia  by  Johnson  c.h.  Big  Bay  Settlement  and 
Ferguson's  Ferry  to  Salem,'*  once  in  two  weeks,  129  miles. 

Leave  Kaskaskia  every  other  Wednesday  at  6  a.m.  and  arrive  at 
Salem  on  Saturday  by  6  p.m.  Leave  Salem  on  Sunday  at  6  a.m. 
and  arrive  at  Kaskaskia  on  Tuesday  by  6  p.m. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound:ALS) 

Treasury  Department  27'"  May  1817 
Sir  You  are  requested  to  direct  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
books  and  accounts  of  the  Several  Receivers  of  the  Public  money, 
and  of  the  registers  of  the  different  land  offices,  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
&  Indiana,  and  in  the  Illinois  territory.  The  more  effectually  to 
execute  the  provisions  of  the  law  upon  this  Subject,  you  are  authorized 
to  employ  Nicholas  B.  Vanzandt  Esquire  who  has  been  previously 
charged  with  the  execution  of  Similar  duties. 


•»  Authorized  by  an  act  approved  Apr.  18. 1814  (3  Stat.  132). 

»•  In  Livingston  County,  Ky.    Se^  act  approved  Mar.  1,  1815  (3  Stat.  222). 
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In  addition  to  the  examination  of  the  accounts  and  books,  and 
ascertaining  the  money  received  has  been  properly  accounted  for,  it 
will  be  proper  to  instruct  him  to  obtain  all  the  information  which  can 
be  procured  of  the  general  character  and  standing  of  the  officers,  con- 
sistently with  a  due  regard  to  propriety,  and  a  proper  respect  for  their 
feelings.  It  would  be  satisfactory  if  the  officers,  especially  the  re- 
ceivers, would  sign  the  statement  which  the  examiner  should  draw  up 
at  the  close  of  the  scrutiny.  As  this  statement  would  present  nothing 
but  facts,  which  ought  to  be  denied  or  admitted,  there  does  not  appear 
to  be  any  objection  to  this  measure.  The  commentary  which  the 
examiner  may  feel  it  to  be  his  duty  to  make  upon  the  facts,  which 
ma  J'  be  admitted,  will  be  distinct  from  the  statement,  and  of  course 
not  submitted  to  the  inspection  of  the  officer.  It  is  expected  that 
the  banks  in  which  the  receiver  may  have  made  his  deposits,  either  to 
the  credit  of  the  Treasurer,  or  in  his  own  name,  will  give  the  gentle- 
man employed  in  this  service  every  facility  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  discharge  the  trust  beneficially  to  the  government. 

The  question  of  Compensation  will  be  regulated  by  former  usage. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Most  Ob'  &  very  humb'  Serv' 

W"  H  Crawford 

JosiAH  Meigs  Com"'  of  the  general  land  office. 

[Addressed]  The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  {Post- 
marked]   Treasury  Department. 

[Endorsed]  27"  May  1817  Sec''  Treas''  Land  oflScers  books  to  be 
exam"    Copied  for  S  T  Exam-^  D  C  J.N. 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR 
EDWARDS 

[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  June  7'"  1817. 
NiNlAN  Edwards,  Governor  of  the  Illinois  territory,  Kaskask': 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
letters  of  the  12"'  of  May.  That  relative  to  the  purchase  of  the  Indian 
lands,  has  been  transmitted  to  the  President." 

The  nomination  of  general  Edgar  as  brigadier  general  of  the  militia 
of  the  Illinois  territory,  was  made  by  this  department  to  the  President, 
on  the  12'"  of  December  last,"  but  from  accident,  was  not  submitted 
by  him  to  the  Senate.     It  will  not,  therefore,  be  proper  to  renew  his 


"  Ante,  p.  503.  The  second  letter  mentioned  has  not  been  seen. 
••  Ante,  p.  449. 
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temporary  appointment  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  he  will, 
however,  be  nominated  on  the  meeting  of  the  Senate,  and  to  rank 
from  the  date  of  his  former  appointment. 

I  inclose  you  an  appointment  for  Col"  Leonard  White,  as  brigadier 
general  of  the  second  brigade  of  the  militia  of  the  Illinois  territory." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Geo:  Graham. 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  JOHN  EDGAR 
[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  June  7'"  1817. 
General  J.  Edgar,  Kaskaskias    Illinois  territory. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  6""  of  May,  has  been  received.**  On 
reference  to  the  records  of  this  office,  it  appears,  that  you  were  nomi- 
nated to  the  President  on  the  12"'  of  December  last,  as  a  brigadier 
general  of  the  militia  of  the  Illinois  territory;  but  that,  from  accident, 
your  nomination  was  not  submitted  by  him  to  the  Senate.  Under 
these  circumstances,  it  will  not  be  proper  to  renew  your  temporary 
appointment  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate;  but  on  the  meeting  of 
that  body,  you  will  be  nominated  a  brigadier  general  of  the  1"  brigade 
of  the  militia  of  the  Illinois  territory,  and  to  rank  from  the  date  of 
your  former  appointment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  Geo:  Graham. 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  LEONARD  WHITE 
[NA:WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9] 

Department  of  War,  June  7'"  1817. 
CoL°  Leonard  White.    Illinois  territory. 

Sir,  You  are  hereby  informed,  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  appointed  you  brigadier  general  of  the  2"  brigade  of  the 
militia  of  the  Illinois  territory.  Should  the  Senate  at  their  next  ses- 
sion, advise  and  consent  thereto,  you  will  be  commissioned  accord- 
ingly. 

You  will  immediately,  on  receipt  hereof,  please  to  communicate  to 
this  department,  your  acceptance  or  non-acceptance  of  said  appoint- 
ment." 

Geo:  Graham, 
Acting  Secretary  of  War. 

"  Cf.  infra. 

*>  Ante,  p.  501. 

♦•  Answered  post,  p.  522. 
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THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  BENJAMIN 
STEPHENSON 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D  >] 

Department  of  War  9  June,  1817. 
Col.  Benjamin  Stephenson. 

Sir,  You  are  hereby,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  appointed  sub  agent  for  Indian  affairs  in  the  Illinois 
Territory. 

In  discharging  the  duties  of  this  appointment,  you  wall  be  governed 
by  such  instructions  as  you  may  receive  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Illinois  territory. 

Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  $600  p'^  annum,  and  3 
rations  per  day,  to  Commence  on  the  first  of  December  last. 

On  the  receipt  of  this  Communication,  you  will  please  to  notify  to 
this  department,  your  acceptance  or  non  acceptance  of  this  appoint- 
ment.^ 

George  Graham,  A.S.W. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:TD,  LO  Letter  Book,  1801-1833] 

Treasury  Department  18  June  1817 
John  Caldwell  Esqr  Receiver  of  Public  Monies  Shawneetown 

Sir  In  all  payments  made  to  you  as  Receiver  of  Public  Monies 
the  bills  of  all  unchartered  Banks  are  to  be  rejected  whether  they  pay 
them  upon  demand  in  gold  or  silver  or  not. 

The  injunctions  at  present  existing  against  receiving  the  bills  of 
Chartered  Banks  which  do  not  pay  Specie  on  demand  must  be  strictly 
obeyed. 

Signed  Wm.  H  Crawford 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY  TO  JOHN 
BOWYER 

[NA:  OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  ll] 

Detroit  June  21.  1817 
Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  9'"  Ult"  by  Cap'  Chittenden  I  received.^ 
With  respect  to  the  regulation  of  the  War  Department,  which 

requires  my  approbation  of  bills  drawn  by  you  upon  that  Department, 

I  have  not  the  power  to  alter  or  to  vary  from  it. 

'  The  original  was,  in  1936,  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  George    Husmann,  of 
Napa,  Cal. 
2  Answered  July  19,  1817  (NA,  WD,  SWDF,  S137),  accepting  the  appointment. 
'  NA  (OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ll). 
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You  will  before  this  have  received  my  letter,  in  which  I  stated  the 
sum,  which  in  the  distribution  of  the  amount  allowed  to  the  agencies 
upon  this  frontier  has  been  apportioned  to  your  Agency.  My  sanction 
to  all  bills  drawn  by  you,  which  including,  the  value  of  the  provisions 
issued,  and  your  own  pay  and  emoluments  shall  not  exceed  the  sum 
limited  for  the  expenditures  at  Green  Bay,  will  be  given  of  course. 
I  trust,  as  these  bills  must  be  remitted  by  this  course  for  payment, 
that  this  regulation  will  not  in  practise  be  found  to  interpose  any 
serious  obstacle  to  the  concerns  of  your  Agency.  The  principal  being 
general  operates  upon  all  equally. 

I  am  informed  by  the  War  Department  that  the  instructions  of 
May  10.  1816*  are  in  force,  but  I  imagine  a  revision  and  perhaps  an 
alteration  in  their  principles  and  details  will  be  made. 

I  am  about  to  establish  the  local  limits  of  the  different  agencies  and 
will  therefore  thank  you  to  inform  me  what  ought  to  be  the  boundaries 
within  which  the  agent  at  Green  Bay  should  exercise  his  duties.  It  is 
desirable  that  you  should  transmit  to  me  a  detailed  view  of  the 
probable  number,  situation  and  disposition  of  the  Indians  vdthin  your 
agency  and  generally  of  any  circumstances  connected  with  the  Indian 
concerns  of  the  United  States  in  that  quarter.'  The  President  will 
be  here  in  all  July  and  I  shall  be  anxious  to  communicate  to  him  such 
information  upon  these  subjects  as  I  can  procure. 

Be  pleased  to  transmit  to  transmit  me  regular  accounts  of  all  occur- 
rences in  your  intercourse  with  the  Indians. 

Very  respectfully.  Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  be  Yo.  obt.  Servt 

Col"  John  Bowyer  Indian  Agent  Green  Bay 


'  A  circular  to  governors  and  Indian  agents  (NA,  01  A,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C), 
printed,  W.H.C.,  XIX,  405-407. 

'  Answered  Aug.  12,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii),  printed,  W.H.C.,  XIX, 
470-472.  Enclosed  in  this  letter  is  one  from  Irwin,  factor  at  Green  Bay, 
to  Bowyer,  July  24,  1817,  which  is  present,  and  also  printed  ibid.,  pp.  468-470, 
containing  lists  of  British  traders  at  Green  Bay  who  were  hostile  to  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war,  and  discussing  British  influence  among 
the  Indians.  Bowyer's  letter  of  Aug.  12  was  answered  Oct.  12,  1817  (NA, 
OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  II),  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  "The  practice  of  taking 
money  for  licences  has  been  prohibited  by  the  Government,  and  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  refund  this  sum  to  the  above  named  person."  See  also  McKenney  to 
the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  Sept.  30, 1817,  loc.  cit.,  printed,  W.H.C.,  xix,  480-482, 
reviewing  his  instructions  regarding  the  licensing  of  foreign  traders. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  25'"  June  1817 
Tho'  Sloo  Esq"  Reg''  Shawneetown 

Sir  Your  letters  of  2"  *  &  4  Ins','  your  returns  for  last  month, 
&  four  final  certify  have  been  received.  The  application  of  White 
&  Taylor  shall  be  considered,  &  an  answer  given  to  you  in  a  few  days. 
Two  patents  which  you  sent,  are  returned  herewith  corrected.  The 
pre-emption  which  you  mention,  &  relative  to  which  you  sent  the 
memorial  of  M''  Small,  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  has  reverted  by 
failure  of  pay'  He  may  be  permitted  to  re-enter  the  fraction,  but 
he  will  forfeit  his  first  deposite  of  seven  dollars. 

I  am  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent.  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  25.  June  1817 
Hon:  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  Enclosed  you  have  a  letter  from  the  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Shawneetown  relative  to  an  application  for  the  purchase 
of  a  quarter  section  of  Land,  part  of  the  tract  reserved  for  the  use  of 
Salines.* 

If  the  executive  has  authority  to  permit  the  sale  of  a  tract  which 
was  reserved  from  the  public  Sales,  should  not  the  sale  be  public — A 
Mill  scite  might  bring  four  times  the  private  sale  price,  if  put  up  by 
auction. 

I  wait  your  decision  on  this  subject  &'  am  &c 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY  TO  CHARLES 
JOUETT 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  II] 

Detroit  June  26.  1817 
Dear  Sir,    It  is  desirable  to  establish  local  limits  to  the  different 
agencies,  that  the  Agents  may  not  interfere  with  each  other.    I  have 

'  NA(GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  enclosing  memorial  of  William 
Small  relative  to  his  improvements  and  his  Revolutionary  services. 

'  Not  found. 

'  Not  found. 

•  See  Meigs  to  Sloo,  July  3,  1817  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  advising 
that,  in  the  absence  of  the  President,  a  decision  could  not  be  given  at  once 
relative  to  selling  a  mill  site  for  an  iron  works  in  the  reserved  tract. 
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received  the  ideas  of  M'  Stickney  "  and  Major  Puthuff  "  with  respect 
to  their  own  boundaries.    I  will  thank  you  to  transmit  yours. 

Major  Puthuff  proposes,  that  a  river  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Lake 
Michigan,  which  he  calls  the  Dead  Man's  river  should  form  the  line 
of  demarcation  between  your  agency  and  his. 

M'  S.  proposes  "on  the  North  to  commence  at  the  Potawatomy 
\nllages  on  yellow  and  Wabash  Rivers  a  line  drawn  from  thence  to  the 
village  of  S'  Joseph's  and  from  thence  to  the  village  commonly  called 
Moguago's  village  or  the  party  of  Moran  on  the  head  waters  of 
Grand  River  emtying  into  Lake  Michigan  and  including  these 
villages". 

I  mention  only  these  parts  of  their  respective  propositions  which 
relate  to  the  mutual  boundaries  between  you  and  them. 

You  will  please  to  state  whether  you  think  them  correct  and  also 
the  proper  boundary  between  you  and  Col»  Bowyer. 

Presuming  newspapers  would  be  agreable  to  you  I  send  you  some 
of  the  last  I  have  received.'^ 

I  am,  With  much  esteem  Yo.  obt.  Servt. 

Charles  Jouett  Esq'  Indian  Agent  Chicago 


CHARLES   JOUETT   TO   THE   GOVERNOR   OF   MICHIGAN 

TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  II] 

Chicago  26'"  June  1817 
Sir,  I  have  been  anxiously  expecting  the  honour  of  an  address, 
from  you  resulting  from  the  late  regulations  of  Government  respecting 
your  superintendency."  An  Extract  of  a  letter  upon  that  subject 
has  been  forwarded  by  M^  Woodbridge.'*  This  left  Detroit  a  few 
days  before  you  arrived  there  altho'  I  feel  perfect  confidence  in  your 
liberality  of  sentiment  I  should  nevertheless,  prefer  acting  under 
you  by  detailed  instructions.  I  wish  the  sum  apportioned  for  this 
Agency  as  quick  a^  possible  that  I  may  without  difficulty  meet  your 
views. 

I  wrote  some  time  since  that  the  Wynebagoes  had  been  with  me  and 
that  they  appeared  to  be  disposed  to  peace,''  at  the  same  time  I 

'•  Agent  at  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  "  Do.,  Michilimackinac. 

"  Answered  July  8,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  n),  stating  that  he  had  no 
objections  to  Puthuff's  suggestions  regarding  the  extension  of  his  agency,  and 
describing  what  the  limits  of  his  own  agency  should  be.  A  postscript  contains  the 
number  of  Indians  in  his  agency  (1750).    Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  576,  n.  10. 

"  See  supra. 

'«  Not  seen. 

'•  June  2  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii). 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  517 

addressed  you  I  communicated  to  Governor's  Clarke  and  Edwards.'" 
The  latter  in  reply  writes  that  he  has  collected  unquestionable  evidence 
of  the  hostile  views  of  the  Wynebagoes  and  all  the  other  Indians  border- 
ing on  the  Mississippi  since  December  last,  the  Governor  in  ascribing 
this  hostility  to  British  trader  request  me  not  to  suffer  one  to  pass 
down  the  Illinois  river  as  he  is  determined  that  none  shall  upon  any 
pretext  pass  or  trade  within  his  Territory,  as  for  my  part  if  the  subject 
is  left  to  myself,  I  shall  indiscriminately  reject  every  applicant  either 
to  pass  or  trade  within  my  agency,  but  upon  this  and  every  other  sub- 
ject, I  shall  feel  honour'd  by  your  instructions. 

The  Potawatomies  are  extremely  troublesome  they  are  stealing 
horses  continually,  they  stole  two  from  this  place  two  weeks  past 
and  the  night  before  last  took  four  from  a  Gentleman  and  his  party 
sent  out  from  Ohio  to  run  the  Northern  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  from  the  Southern  extremity  of  Lake  Michigan  to  Lake  Erie. 

The  horses  were  taken  from  the  Surveyor  on  the  Lake  eight  miles 
from  this  place.  I  have  despatched  a  party  of  Indians  after  the  horses 
while  Mr.  Harris  the  Siorveyor  and  party  remains  here  anxiously 
waiting  their  return.  I  have  been  of  opinion  that  those  fellows  might 
be  checked  by  inflicting  stripes  upon  them.  This  I  shall  not  do 
however  without  your  approbation,  the  rapid  settlements  on  Rocky 
river  of  the  Mississippi,  have  excited  the  Saukes  to  the  highest  pitch 
who  are  gone  on  to  the  British  to  complain  of  American  encroach- 
ments. This  Agency  labours  under  considerable  embarrassment  for 
the  want  of  the  Blacksmith  tools. 

I  am,  With  great  respect  y"^  obt.  Servt. 

C.  JOUETT 

P.S.  Since  I  had  the  honor  of  addressing  this  letter  the  party 
dispatched  for  the  lost  horses,  have  brought  them  in  I  am  of  opinion 
they  were  not  stolen. 

PETITION  FROM  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  GREEN  BAY 
[NA:HF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:DS] 

[July  8,  1817] 
A  riwnorable  Chambre  du  Senat  &  Maison  representative  des  Etats 
unis,  assembles  en  Congress  &'■  &^  par  les  habitants  de  la  Bay  verte, 
pr^sentant  humblement  leurs  Voeux  &  demandes  en  requitees  &" 
devenus  partie  int^grante,  de  la  portion  des  Territoires  des  Etats 
unis,  a  la  quelle  ils  doivent  appartenir;  les  Soussign^s,  habitants  de 
la  Bay  verte,  d^sirant  etre  plac6  Sous  la  protection  des  lois  respec- 
tives,  en  font  leur  tres  humble  demande  k  la  Chambre 


"  Neither  of  these  letters  has  been  found. 
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Convaincus  que  leur  Nombre  Ne  Saurait  Etre  Suffisant,  pour 
authoriser  I'Erection  d'un  Gouvernement  S6par6;  ils  Supplient 
humblement  votre  honorable  Corps,  de  prendre  en  consideration,  que 
Situfe  Comme  ils  Sont,  ils  Se  trouvent-Sans  Moyens  d'appelle  Contre 
les  abus  &  vexations:  &  prennent,  de  Cette  n^essiteuse  position,  le 
droit  de  vous  solliciter  humblemant  de  les  placer,  provisoirement,  au 
niveau  d'avantage,  dont  les  habitants  du  Detroit  &  Michillimakina 
ont  Jouis,  lorsque  la  Grande  Bretagne  en  transfera  la  possession  aux 
Etats  unis:  &  que  leur  contr^e  soit  k  I'avenir  attach^  k  un  des  Gouverne- 
ments  Territorials  des  Etats  unis,  ensuite  qu'ils  puissent  jouirs  des 
m^mes  droits  &  privileges  que  les  autres  parties 

Chacun  des  habitants,  s'etant  appropri^s  tant  par  acquisitions  oil 
donaisons  des  sauvages,  que  par  transmissions  oii  acquisitions  indivi- 
duelles  les  portions  de  terre,  dont-ils  Sont  en  Pouissance,  requierrent 
de  votre  honorable  Corps  les  Titres  qui  manquent  k  leurs  possessions 
pour  en  jouir  paisiblement  &  surement  &  profiter,  sous  le  bon  plaisir 
du  Gouvernement  des  Etats  unis,  au  quel  ils  sont  satisfait  d'appar- 
tenir,  des  d^frichements  &  autres  ameliorations  quils  y  ont  fait — 

Pour  mettre  plus  de  Tour  sur  leur  Situation,  &deployerleuranxietee, 
les  Suppliants  Exposeront  k  I'honnorable  Chambre,  qu'ils  ne  peuvent 
justifier  la  denomination  d'Etrangers,  sur  des  Terres,  qui,  pour  la 
plus  part  d'eux,  les  ont  vfl  naitre;  que  comme  un  pretexte  &  Moyen 
de  vexation,  tel  qu'ils  ont  d^ja  Eprouve  dans  I'ignorance  ou  ils  sont, 
du  droit  qu'ils  peuvent  avoir  k  la  protection  du  Gouvernement.  & 
feront  remarque  de  Suite,  qu'ils  ne  peuvent  admettre  un  Crime  en 
eux  d'avoir  Suivis  I'impulsion  du  Gouvernement  Britannique, 
lorsqu'^  la  Guerre  il  les  a  reclame  comme  ses  sujets,  &  n'hesittent  pas 
a  dire  qu'ils  ne  seront  pas  moins  disposes  en  faveur  des  Etats  unis 
lors.  que,  par  une  declaration,  que  les  defendra  contre  toute  induction, 
ils  auront  I'avantage  d'Etre  admis  comme  Citoyens  les  suppliants 
continueront  de  prier  humblement  I'honnorable  Chambre,  d'agreer 
leurs  sous  missions  &  requettes — k  la  Bay  verte  le  8'  de  Juillet  de 
I'annee  mil  huit  cent  dix  Sept  &  ont  Signe  comme  Suit  etant  assembles 
&  unanimes 

Jo  Porlier  '"'* 

AgtGrignon  Dominique  _X^  Brunet 

Prisque    X    Hyotte  Joseph  Jourdin 

Mark  bis 

.         i-       V     r.        i.  Andre    X     Lach^ne 

Augustm    X    Bonneterre  Mark 


Mark 


L.  Ducharme 


Jeanbaptiste    X    Jeanvaine  hu 

T^  ,u  ^   ^  •    ""''  JlJte    X    Brunet 

Polhyte  Grignon  Mark 
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Bazille    X    Larock  Jeanbaptiste    X    Grignon 

Mark  Mark 

T      •      V     /-■        4-  Pierre  Grignon  En^e 
Loms    X    Gravet  his 

^%f,  Pierre    X     Carbonau  fils 
Joseph    X    Pelegor  ^^^^ 

^^^  Joseph    X    Howt 
Pierre    X     Carbonau  ^'S^ 

^^  Amable    X    Norman 
Louis    X    Dub^ 

Mark 


Mark 
his 

Alexis    X     Garriepy 

Mark 


Mark  Augustin  Thibault 

[Endorsed]  Inhabitants  of  Bay  Verte  Ilhnois  Territory  March  14. 
1818  Ref  to  the  Committee  on  the  PubHc  Lands.  Pope  M.  14  Pub. 
lands." 

[Translation] 

To  the  Honorable  Chamber  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  assembled  in  Congress,  etc.,  etc.  By  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Green  Bay,  humbly  Presenting  their  Wishes  and  petitions, 
etc. 

Having  become  an  integral  Part  of  that  Portion  of  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  to  which  they  are  to  belong,  the  Undersigned, 
inhabitants  of  Green  Bay,  desiring  to  be  placed  under  the  protection 
of  its  laws,  make  their  very  humble  request  therefor  to  the  Chamber. 
Con\-inced  that  their  Numbers  would  not  be  Considered  sufficient 
To  authorize  the  Establishment  of  a  Separate  Government,  they 
humbly  Beg  your  Honorable  Body  to  Give  due  Consideration  to  the 
fact  that.  Situated  As  they  Are,  they  find  themselves  to  be  Without 
Recourse  against  abuses  and  vexations,  and  from  This  Necessitous 
Situation  derive  the  right  humbly  to  Beg  you  to  Place  them.  Provi- 
sionally, in  the  same  advantageous  Position  as  was  Enjoyed  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Detroit  and  Michillimakina  when  Great  Britain  trans- 
ferred Possession  thereof  to  the  United  States;  and  that  their  Country 
may  be  in  future  attached  to  one  of  the  Territorial  Governments  of  the 
United  States,  So  that  they  may  enjoy  the  Same  rights  and  Privileges 
as  the  other  Parts. 

Each  of  the  inhabitants,  having  appropriated  to  Himself,  either  By 
piu-chase  or  gift  from  the  savages,  or  By  individual  conveyance  of 
purchase,  the  Portions  of  land  of  which  they  are  in  possession,  request 
of  your  honorable  Body  the  Titles  which  their  possessions  lack,  in 
order  that  they  may  enjoy  them  in  peace  and  Security,  and  Profit,  By 

"  House  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  331. 
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the  good  Pleasure  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to  which 
they  Are  Happy  to  belong,  by  the  clearing  of  land  and  other  improve- 
ments which  they  have  made  there. 

To  make  their  Situation  Clearer  and  to  show  their  anxiety,  the 
Petitioners  will  make  it  known  to  the  honorable  Chamber  that  they 
Can  see  No  reason  for  the  appellation  of  Foreigner  On  Lands  that  gave 
Birth  to  Most  of  them,  except  As  a  Pretext  and  Means  of  vexation, 
such  as  they  have  already  Suffered  in  their  ignorance  of  the  right  that 
they  May  have  to  the  Government's  Protection.  And  they  will 
Further  point  out  that  they  can  Not  recognize  it  as  a  Crime  on  their 
part  that  they  Followed  the  prompting  of  the  British  Government 
when,  in  the  war,  it  claimed  them  As  Its  Subjects,  and  they  do  Not 
hesitate  to  say  that  they  Will  Not  Be  the  Less  disposed  in  favor  of  the 
United  States  when  they,  shall,  by  a  declaration  protecting  them 
Against  any  induction,  have  the  advantage  of  Being  accepted  As 
Citizens.  The  Petitioners  Will  Continue  humbly  to  Beg  the  honorable 
Chamber  to  grant  their  Petitions  and  requests. 

Green  Bay,  on  this  eighth  day  of  July,  one  Thousand  eight  Hundred 
and  Seventeen. 

The  following.  Being  assembled  and  of  one  mind,  have  Signed 
Below;  to  wit: 


MICHAEL  JONES  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

(NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALSl 

Kaskasku  July  9th  1817 
Sir  Inclosed  you  will  receive  Accounts  of  Monies  entered  and 
Lands  applied  for  from  the  1"  to  the  30'"  June  1817  inclusive  together 
with  the  Receipts  issued  by  the  Receiver  from  N°  1270  to  1305 
inclusive  except  N°  1287  which  will  be  forwarded  to  you  by  the 
Surveyor  General  being  a  receipt  for  the  deposite  of  the  purchase 
money  of  Lands  applied  for  by  me — You  will  also  find  inclosed  a 
copy  of  the  connected  plat  of  Township  N"  6  South  Range  N"  2  West 
as  requested  in  your  letter  of  the  9*"  June  last^" — Your  Circular  to 
the  Registers  of  the  Land  Offices  of  the  United  States  came  to  hand 
by  this  days  mail  ^'  the  information  therein  requested  shall  be  com- 
municated I  have  however  no  Thermometer  and  I  fear  there  are 
none  to  be  had  in  the  Western  Country — M'  Wills  the  Lessee  of  the 
saline  on  Muddy  has  signified  to  Col.  Bond  and  myself  his  wish  of 
surrendering  the  Lease  at  any  time  previous  to  the  expiration  of  his 
term  he  states  that  he  has  not  the  necessary  funds  to  prosecute  the 


*>  A  list  of  patents  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7). 
"  Apr.  30,  1816,  printed,  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vni,  415-417. 
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business  with  effect — And  as  it  is  probable  that  the  saline  would  Lease 
more  readily  at  this  season,  than  in  the  Winter,  when  his  term  will 
expire,  we  have  supposed  you  would  consent  to  have  it  leased  anew 
as  soon  as  practicable — In  addition  to  the  Section  on  which  the  Saline 
is  found  I  have  ventured  to  reserve  for  the  use  of  the  said  Saline 
Section  N"  31  Township  8  South  Range  2  West.  South  half  Section 
N°  7  &  South  West  Quarter  of  Section  N"  8  Township  9[South  Range 

2  West  &  the  North  half  of  Section  N°  35  in  Township  8  South  Range 

3  West  which  will  be  reserved  from  Sale  untill  I  receive  your  in- 
structions'^— 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir,  your  most  Ob'  Serv* 

Mich'  Jones 

The  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs ^  Commissioner  of  the  Gen'  Land 
Office 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"''  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office 

[Endorsed]  Kaskas*  9  July  1817  M  Jones  with  plat  of  a  township 
Lessee  of  Saline  wishes  to  give  it  up  Ans"  6'"  Aug'  ^* 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  HENRY  LEAVENWORTH 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  19'"  July  1817. 
Col:  H  Leavingworth  Sacketts  Harbour 

Sir  I  reply  to  your  letter  of  9'"  Ins',"  that  the  discharges  of 
Soldiers  should  be  sent  to  the  department  of  War,  which  Depar'  will 
transmit  to  the  Soldiers  or  their  Agents,  notifications  that  their 
Warrants  will  be  lodged  in  this  office. 

In  two  months  the  bounty  land  in  Illinois  Territory  will  be  ready 
for  distribution,  the  bounty  land  in  Missoiiri  Territory  in  less  perhaps 
than  six  months. 

To  obtain  a  patent,  the  Soldier,  must  send  the  notification  to  this 
office,  &  say  where  he  wishes  to  locate,  in  Illinois  or  Missouri;  an 

"  For  the  years  1817-1818  there  are  many  additional  letters  from  Jones  to 
Meigs,  not  here  printed,  relating  to  such  routine  business  as  patents,  certificates, 
and  accounts,  found  in  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets). 

"  See  also  Bond  (Receiver)  to  Meigs,  July  15, 1817  (NA,  GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg. 
and  Rec.  Lets.),  to  the  same  effect  as  the  above,  but  adding  the  queries  as  to  the 
basis  for  determining  the  payment  for  permanent  improvements  made  by  Will, 
and  as  to  the  extent  of  credit  to  be  given  his  successor  as  lessee. 

2*  To  Bond,  post,  p.  531. 

"  Not  found. 
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Agent  must  do  the  same,  &  produce  a  power  of  Attorney,  of  form 
similar  to  the  enclosed. 
I  am  &c. 


LEONARD  WHITE  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,W-Misc.:ALSl 

United  States  Saline  19'"  July  1817 
Sir  I  have  had  the  Honor  to  receive  your  Communication  of  the 
7'"  Ultimo"  where  in  you  inform  me  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  me  a  Brigadier  General  of  the 
second  Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  also  requir- 
ing me  to  Signify  my  acceptance  or  non-acceptance  In  answer  to 
which  I  will  beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  best  exertions  shall  be 
used  to  perform  the  duties  required  by  the  aforesaid  Appointment 
I  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir    Your  M°  Ob'  Sv' 

Leo"  White 
The  Hon"'*  Geo  Graham    acting  Sec"  of  War 

[Endorsed]    U.  States  Saline,  July  19,  1817,     Leonard  White— ac- 
cepting of  his  app'  as  a  Brig'  Gen'  de  Militia  in  the  Illinois  Terr" 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  E51:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  July  20. 1817 
Sir  If  my  memory  does  not  fail  me  you  were  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioners, who  concluded  the  Treaty  of  S'  Louis,  with  the  Confed- 
erated Tribes  of  Ottawas,  Chippawas,  &  Pottowottomies.  of  the  Illinois 
river,  and  its  waters,"  that  those  Indians  wished  to  have  made  it  a 
stipulation  in  the  treaty,  that  the  Northern  boundary  of  their  cession 
should  be  run,  &  marked  as  soon  as  practicable — and  that  they  would 
not  have  been  content  with  the  omission  of  such  an  article,  but  for  the 
positive  assurances,  that  their  wishes  should  be  gratified  without  it — 
Knowing  the  importance  of  always  complying  with  any  promise 
made  to  Indians,  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you 
upon  the  subject — and  should  not  now,  think  myself  justifiable  in 
renewing  it,  had  not  the  importunities  of  those  Indians  extorted  from 
me,  the  promise  to  do  so — 

The  military  surveys  have  been  extended  very  near  that  boundary 
at  least — many  of  the  Indians  think  that  those  surveys  have  extended 
beyond  it — And  they  either  do  believe,  or  profess  to  fear,  that  it  is  the 

"  AnU,  p.  512. 
w  ArUe,  p.  387. 
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object  of  the  Gov'  to  make  encroachments  upon  the  land  it  receded,  or 
why,  say  they,  not  run  the  line?  I  have  endeavoured  from  time,  to 
time,  to  satisfy  them — for  I  never  meet  them  on  any  occasion,  that 
this  subject,  is  not  made  the^theme  of  their  complaints — and  I  really 
do  not  know  how  to  put  them  off  any  longer,  without  confirming  their 
dissatisfaction^ — which,  at  a  time  that  British  traders,  &  others  are 
using  such  endeavors  to  mislead  them,  might  be  very  unfortunate — 

Should  the  President  determine  to  have  the  line  run,  &  marked,  I 
beg  leave  to  recommend  Joseph  Phillips  Esq"'  Sec''  of  this  Territory,  as 
a  Commissioner  for  that  purpose — Besides  his  qualifications  in  every 
other  respect — Those  Indians,  I  am  convinced,  are  more  attached  to 
him,  &  have  greater  confidence  in  him,  than  any  other  citizen  of  the 
U.  S.  with  whom  I  am  acquainted — This  influence  over  them,  he 
acquired  during  the  time  he  commanded  at  Fort  Clark — 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  reccommend  Maj"'  James  M.  Duncan  as 
Surveyor,  he  is  willing  to  undertake  it,  and  is  well  qualified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Y'  Mo  Ob*  S* 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Hon.  Sec.  of  War    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  111  Terry  20  July  1817.  Gov  Ninian 
Edwards  In  relation  to  runing  the  Nothem  boundary  line  of  the 
Indians  under  the  Treaty  of  S'  Louis — recommends  M"'  Phillips  as  a 
Com^    Sep^  1817. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  July  21"  1817. 
Hon  W"  H  Crawford    Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  letter  from  Gov"' 
Edwards  ^^  with  5  leases  of  the  Salines  on  the  Wabash,  the  annual  rents 
of  which  do  not  amoimt  to  5.000  bushels  of  Salt. 

The  Leases  heretofore  made  are  deposited  in  the  office  of  the 
Comptroller,  &  the  accounts  of  the  Agent  of  the  U  States  at  the 
Saline  do  not  come  to  this  office,  therefore  I  cannot  compare  the  rents 
now  offered,  with  those  heretofore  received;  but  I  apprehend  that 
the  present  rents  are  far,  very  far  short  of  the  former.  The  leases 
however  are  subject  to  the  rejection  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States. 

I  am  &c 


»« Not  found. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY  TO  CHARLES 
JOUETT 

tNA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  ill 

Detroit  July  21. 1817 

Sir,  The  copies  of  two  letters  to  the  President  one  from  you  of 
April  3"  and  from  M'  Kinzie  of  April  4*''  have  been  transmitted  to 
me  by  the  War  Department  ™  and  I  have  been  authorized  to  appoint 
M''  Kinzie  to  the  office  alluded  to  in  your  letter,  "until",  as  the 
Secretary  of  War  expresses  himself,  "better  provision  can  be  made 
for  him". 

In  conformity  with  this  authority,  I  transmit  herewith  an  appoint- 
ment and  letter  for  M'  Kinzie. 

His  compensation  will  be  $750  per  annum  and  two  rations  per  day. 

The  limited  state  of  the  appropriation  for  Indian  affairs,  as  you 
are  long  since  aware,  will  perhaps  prevent  his  payment  during  the 
present  year.  If  the  amount  assigned  to  your  Agency  will  consistently 
with  other  objects  permit  his  payment  to  be  made  during  this  year, 
there  will  be  no  difficulty,  and  after  the  thirty  first  day  of  December, 
I  will  allow  fiv'e  hundred  dollars  from  the  simi  retained  here.  If  it 
will  not  the  first  payment  must  be  made  after  the  commencement  of 
the  new  year. 

Accident  and  neglect  together  have  retarded  the  forwarding  of 
your  blacksmith's  tools,  but  they  are  sent  for  and  I  trust  will  reach 
you  this  fall. 

I  have  no  doubt,  but  under  ordinary  circumstances,  the  annuities 
of  the  Potawatomies  should  be  paid  at  Chicago.  Such  will  be  the 
permanent  arrangement  after  this  Year.  But  circumstances  render 
it  questionable  whether  it  is  not  expedient  to  pay  these  annuities  for 
the  current  year  at  the  general  Council  about  to  be  held  at  Fort 
Meigs. 

The  Government  is  anxious  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  lands 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  have  appointed  Gen.  M'Arthur  and  myself 
Commissioners  to  hold  a  treaty  with  them  for  this  purpose.  This 
treaty  will  be  held  at  Fort  Meigs  and  the  fifteenth  day  of  September 
next  is  assigned  as  the  time  for  its  commencement.  To  portions  of 
this  land  there  are  various  and  conflicting  titles,  and  it  is  thought 
expedient  to  invite  to  the  Council  the  body  of  the  Wyandotts  & 
Shawnese  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Delawares,  Miamies,  Ottawas,  Chippe- 
was  and  Potawatomies.  This  arrangement  is  render' d  proper  by 
another  consideration. 

The  body  of  the  Six  nations  living  in  the  State  of  New  York  are 
anxious  to  remove  from  their  present  places  of  residence  and  to 

»  See  anU,  p.  508. 
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establish  themselves  in  this  Country.^"  The  Government  is  favour- 
able to  the  measure.  It  is  believed  that  the  pending  general  assem- 
blage of  the  Indian  representatives,  for  we  do  not  wish  the  private 
individuals  of  any  Nation,  but  the  Wyandotts  and  Shawnese  will 
afford  to  the  Six  Nations  a  favourable  opportunity  of  urging  this 
subject  and  of  procuring  the  grant  of  a  tract  of  land  to  settle  on. 

The  fidelity  displayed  by  these  people  during  the  recent  war,  their 
long  habits  of  intimacy  with  the  whites,  and  the  large  amount  of 
annuities  they  receive,  being  between  twenty  and  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  it  is  thought  will  furnish  a  secure  guarantee  for  their  good 
conduct  and  will  interpose  a  desirable  barrier  between  the  other 
Indians  and  our  frontier  settlements. 

As  the  heads  of  the  Potawatomies  will  be  present  at  this  Council, 
I  think  it  is  better  that  their  annuities  should  be  given  to  them  at 
the  general  distribution,  which  will  then  take  place.  But  after  this 
season  you  may  rely  upon  the  goods  being  sent  to  Chicago.  And  I 
fully  agree  with  you  in  opinion,  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  dignity  & 
importance  to  the  Agency  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians.  I  will  thank 
you  to  cause  the  necessary  steps  to  be  taken  to  ensure  the  attendance 
of  the  Potawatomie  Chiefs  upon  the  day  and  the  place  stated. 

The  determination  of  Gov'  Edwards  not  to  permit  any  foreign 
traders  to  pass  into  the  Illinois  Territory  is  a  question  between  him 
and  the  Government,  in  the  solution  of  which  I  am  no  way  interested. 
The  Act  of  Congress  gives  to  the  President  the  power  to  regulate  this 
trade  as  he  pleases.  In  the  execution  of  this  Act  the  President  has 
appointed  certain  officers  to  issue  licenses  to  foreigners,  under  specifick 
regulations.  How  in  a  Government  of  laws  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
a  Territory  is  to  oppose  the  execution  of  this  duty  is  to  me  perfectly 
inexplicable.  But  he  must  look  to  his  own  responsibility.  It  is  but 
a  few  weeks  since  I  received  a  letter  from  the  War  Department  stating 
that  the  regulations  of  May  1816  were  in  full  force,  or  in  other  words 
that  licenses  must  be  granted.  I  have  never  myself  issued  one  license 
to  a  foreigner  and  therefore  feel  nothing  personal  upon  the  subject. 
But  my  indignation  has  been  excited  by  senseless  clamour  raised  in 
consequence  of  the  licenses  issued  by  Major  Puthuff.  I  do  not  refer 
to  the  fees  taken  for  licenses,  but  to  the  issuing  of  them,  in  which 
Maj"'  Puthuff  but  barely  followed  the  line  of  duty  marked  out  to  him 
by  the  Government. 

The  fact  is  I  have  heretofore  been  utterly  opposed  to  permitting 
foreigners  to  enter  our  Indian  Country  under  any  pretence.  But  in 
this  instance  as  in  many  others  I  have  found  how  impossible  it  is  to 
form  a  correct  opinion  without  a  knowledge  of  the  whole  subject. 


»»  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  index. 
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Independent  of  the  consequences  I  now  believe  that  the  value  of 
the  trade  to  the  British  &  political  injury  which  their  traders  occasion 
to  us  have  been  vastly  magnified.  I  have  in  reality  no  fear  of  the 
Indians  nor  any  apprehensions,  that  they  can  be  induced  again  to 
enter  the  lists  with  the  United  States.  And  a  very  few  years  more  will 
present  an  iron  frontier  which  laugh  to  scorn  the  combined  efforts  of 
British  &  Indians. 

But  I  have  recently  learned  that  the  exclusion  of  British  traders 
from  our  Indian  Country  is  a  delicate  political  question,  in  the  solution 
of  which  much  deliberation  is  required.  I  believe  it  is  understood  that 
this  question  is  closely  connected  with  the  shutting  of  the  Saint 
Laurence  and  the  exportation  of  our  produce  through  Canada.  An 
attempt  was  made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  to  prevent  by  statu- 
tory provision  this  trade.  But  it  failed  and  I  have  no  doubt,  that  this 
consideration  occasioned  its  failure. 

Neither  their  Indian  trade  and  our  Territories,  nor  the  exportation 
of  our  produce  through  Canada  are  secured  by  conventional  stipula- 
tions. They  depend  on  National  Courtesy,  and  views  of  national 
interest. 

For  us  therefore  upon  a  remote  frontier  to  settle  dogmatically  this 
delicate  question  would  evince  little  reason  and  less  knowledge  of  the 
subject. 

With  respect  to  summary  corporal  punishment  upon  Indians  you 
must  follow  the  dictates  of  your  own  judgement.  I  can  readily  con- 
ceive cases  in  which  it  may  be  proper  to  inflict  it,  though  it  would  be 
improper  to  define  these  cases  before  they  happen.^' 

With  much  respect  I  am.  Sir,  Yo.  obt.  Servt. 

Charles  Jouett  Esq'    Ind.  Agent. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E49:ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  July  22. 1817 
Sir    I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  to  you  two  letters  from 
the  agents  at  Praire  du  Chien,  which  have  been  officially  communi- 
cated to  me. 

Whether  M'  Bolvine  has  been  guilty  of  the  charges  alleged  against 
him  I  cannot  pretend  to  say.  I  have  no  other  information  upon  the 
subject  than  that  of  M'  Johnson  of  whose  credibility  you  are  as  capable 
of  judging  as  I  could  possibly  be — The  charge  if  true  is  worthy  of 
reprehension,  because  it  consisted  of  extending  an  indulgence  to  a 

•'  Answered  Oct.  5,  1817  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  n),  recommending  that 
Kinzie  be  stationed  either  at  Milwaukee  or  at  River  au  Sable. 
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British  subject  &  unworthy  character,  which  has  been  denied  to  our 
own  citizens — and  because  by  M"'  Bovines  instructions  from  the  War 
Dep*  he  was  enjoined  to  prohibit  any  trader  from  even  carrying 
whiskey  into  the  Indian  country — 

These  letters  will  at  all  events  convince  you  of  the  impolicy  of 
having  Agents  too  near  to  each  other,  and  the  Sioux  being  now  de- 
tached from  my  superintendency — one  agent  at  Praire  du  Chien  is 
fully  sufficient  for  the  remaining  Indians  within  his  agency — and 
indeed  they  would  occupy  but  a  small  portion  of  his  attention — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  y  M°  Ob*'  Serv' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

The  Hon  Secretary  of  War    Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  HI.  Terry  22'»  July  1817.  Gov.  Ninian  Ed- 
wards. Enclosing  letters  in  relation  to  the  Conduct  of  M'  Boilvine 
in  granting  permission  to  an  Englishman  to  carry  Whiskey  into  the 
Indian  Country  &c  Sep'  1817.    The  President 

[Enclosure] 

Nicholas  Boilvin  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri  Territory 

Prairie  du  Chien  7'"  Feb"  1817 
Sm  The  Contradictions  that  I  see  here  this  day,  I  believe  Johnson 
is  to  representing  some  thing  about  M"'  Roll^t  he  come  to  see  me  with 
Cap*  Daufte  to  know  what  where  my  Instruction  on  the  subject  of 
given  Spu-ituous  Liquors  to  the  Indians,  I  told  them  that  it  was 
prohibited,  that  several  had  come  to  me  for  permission  but  I  had 
refused  them,  and  that  if  I  could  find  out  some  of  them  I  would 
inform  the  Commanding  of  them,  that  he  might  take  them  and 
Confiscate  their  property,  I  have  some  precaution  to  take  on  account 
of  the  Conduct  of  the  Indians  to  save  our  place — arrived  the  great 
chief  of  the  foxes  with  M''  Gates  Vassal  of  Johnson,  they  had  Peltries 
and  expected  I  would  trade  them,  I  told  them  to  go  to  their  trader, 
that  I  would  lodge  them  and  when  they  wished  to  come  to  Council 
I  would  receive  them,  and  let  them  know  by  the  Chief  of  the 
Soldiers  the  great  Chief  of  the  foxes  was  offended  I  nevertheless 
sent  him  to  is  house  and  I  told  him  tomorrow  I  will  explain  myself 
to  you,  that  was  to  tell  them  that  when  they  had  paltries  they  must 
not  come  to  my  house  for  they  offend  the  traders,  I  did  not 
know  to  this  day  they  should  be  any  jealousy  existing  but  it  is 
great,  I  did  not  think  that  a  word  from  my  mouth  would  become 
a  Mortell  poison,  to  them,  but  the  honor  of  the  Gover"^  I  serve,  I 
will  forever  stand  to  and  never  betray  it  as  they  do — I  will  sacrifice 
my  live  and  that  of  my  family  for  the  U.  States  as  I  have  already 
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given  proves,  believe  me  I  am  a  little  displeased  to  see  that  I  am 
suspected  of  treachury,  I  do  not  hide  myself  under  Cottillions  to  see 
if  they  smell  well  or  bad  or  make  womans  news,  as  some  of  this  place 
do  at  present. 

W  BOILVIW 

[Endorsed]    N.  Bolvines  letter  alluding  to  Johnson 
[Enclosure:ALS] 
John  W.  Johnson  to  the  Governor  of  Missouri  Territory 

Prarie  des  Chien  10'"  Feby  1817 

D'  Sir  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  a  day  or  two  past  by  an  Indian 
(Express)  sent  by  M'  Boilvin 

This  will  be  handed  you  by  Capt  Owins,  A  circumstance  has  tran- 
spired since  my  last,  which  I  feel  my  duty  to  report  to  you,  and  wish 
it  to  be  made  known  to  Gov  Edwards  by  you,  if  deemd  worthy 
communicating 

On  the  7'"  a  Fox  Chief  (Birdash)  and  his  British  Party  of  Ten, 
arrived  here  with  some  skins  &  etc.  to  Trade;  They  had  a  Talk  with 
M''  Rolette;  Traded  their  skins  with  him  &  received  from  him,  on 
their  leaveing  this  a  Keg  containing  nine  Gallons  whiskey — The  in- 
formation soon  reachd  me — I  asked  M'  Boilvin  &  Capt  Duffey  if  either 
had  given  Rolette  permission  to  Trade  or  give  the  above  Indians 
whiskey — both  declaired  they  had  not — I  then  protested  against 
Roletts  Conduct  to  them  Both — Roletts  hears  of  it,  goes  forward 
to  Capt  Duffy  and  acknowledges  he  had  given  the  whiskey,  and  that 
it  was  not  the  first  time — in  all  cases  it  was  by  the  knowledg  and 
consent  of  M'  Boilvin—  and  then  relates  the  conversation  which  past 
between  them  in  the  latter  case,  which  was  as  follows 

M'  Boilvin  I  wish  to  give  Birdash  &  his  party  some  whiskey — have 
you  any  Objection.  Answer  I  have  no  power  of  granting  permission, 
though  if  it  is  drank  out  of  the  Village  I  have  no  Objection 

At  this  moment  Roletts  come  in,  I  asked  him  how  he  could  give 
whiskey  to  the  within  named  Indians,  His  answer  was,  M'  Boilvin 
gave  hi»  permission  and 'that  it  was  the  second  time,  he  Rolette  was 
in  conversation  with  Boilvin  not  five  minutes  since  on  that  Subject — 
who  asked  him,  why  did  you  acknowledge  it, — and  further  stated 
that  Boilvin  informd  him  he  had  given  Ferrybow  two  kegs  of  high 
wines,  to  Trade  Corn  with  the  Indians  at  Turkey  River,  but  the 
Americans  had  made  such  a  noise  about  you  Rolette  giveing  them 
whiskey,  that  he  had  stopd  it,  and  would  give  it  himself  to  the  Indians 
when  they  came  up;  and  see  then  if  they  can  prevent  it 

Why  Boilvin  should  wish  to  buy  Corn  of  Indians  with  whiskey — 
is  a  little  strange  to  me,  he  knows  I  have  several  hundred  Bushels  on 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  529 

hand,  belonging  to  the  PubHc,  out  of  which,  he  could  have  any, 
quantity  necessary  for  the  use  of  Indians  or  otherwise — Thus  my 
good  sir  If  agents  will  violate  the  laws  in  this  way;  what  can  be 
expected  of  other  persons 

I  am  not  fond  of  repitition,  you  know  my  sentiments  on  those 
occasions,  If  a  case  so  Bareface  is  permitted  to  pass  unnoticd.  I  shall 
take  my  leave,  on  saying  any  thing  hereafter  on  Indian  affairs — The 
want  of  the  U.  States  Laws  here  leaves  us  very  much  in  the  dark  how 
to  act.  If  to  be  had  Try  and  furnish  me  with  them 

The  article  of  whiskey  in  Trade  with  Indians,  has  become  very 
common  at  this  place,  and  our  situation  is  Such,  I  do  not  know,  who 
to  apply  to  for  Instructions  or  even  what  Territory  we  are  in — If 
you  can  give  me  any  information  on  this  Subject  please  so  to  do  by 
the  first  opportunity 

I  am  Sir  Very  Respectfully  your  Hbl  Serv' 

Jn°  W  Johnson 
U.S.F.  &  S.I.  [MS.  torn] 

His  Excellency  Gov  Clark  St  Louis 

[Addressed]  His  Excellency  Governor  Clark  Saint  Louis  Missouri 
Territory 

[Endorsed]    Jo.  W  Johnson    Ans"  28  Ap^  17  '- 


MICHAEL  JONES  AND  SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
INA:GL0,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Kaskaskia  23"  July  1817 

Sir,  Herewith  you  will  receive  the  Bonds  given  by  those  Gentle- 
men to  whom  we  have  granted  the  enclosed  Leases  for  the  Lead  Mines 
in  the  Illinois  ^^ — 

The  Instructions  contain'd  in  the  Letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ^*  which  confines  the  Lessees  within  the  limits  of  the  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a  late  Treaty  "  has  greatly  diminish'd 
their  prospects.  It  is  by  some  stated  that  the  mines  are  found  North 
of  the  Northern  boundary  line  of  the  Lands  ceded  in  that  Treaty  and 
they  are  as  yet  uninform'd  whether  any  Lead  can  be  found  South  of 


"  Not  seen. 

'3  Not  present. 

»*  Ante,  p.  497. 

"  Referring  to  the  treaty  of  May  13,  1816,  with  the  Sauk  (Sacs)  of  Rock  River. 
The  original  of  this  treaty  is  in  NA  (SD,  Ind.  Treaties),  and  is  printed  in  7  Stat. 
141-142;  Kappler  (ed.),  Ind.  Treaties,  n,  126-128.  Rather  than  making  a  fresh 
cession  of  lands,  the  treaty  confirmed  that  of  Nov.  3,  1804.  See  Royce,  Ind. 
Land  Cessions,  map  17,  cession  designation  50. 
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that  Boundary — One  of  the  Lessee's,  James  Clemens  Jr.  fi""  has 
conceiv'd  the  prospect  of  finding  Lead  within  the  Hmits  assign'd  to 
them  so  unpromising  that  he  has  rehnquish'd  his  pretentions  to  a 
Lease  which  we  herewith  inclose — The  other  Lessees  are  however 
willing  to  make  the  experiment,  some  of  whom  are  even  sanguine  in 
their  hopes  of  finding  rich  mineral  Ground  South  of  the  boundary^ 

They  however  most  earnestly  solicit  the  President  to  direct  the 
Nothern  Boundary  line  as  well  as  the  limits  of  the  lines  of  the  reserva- 
tions at  the  mouth  of  the  Ouisconsin  to  be  run  and  mark'd  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  avoid  any  encroachment  on  the  Indian  Lands — 
They  are  sensible  of  the  danger  they  might  incur  by  trespassing  on 
the  rich  mineral  grounds  which  have  been  receded  to  the  Indians  by 
the  late  Treaty,  since  it  is  known  that  the  Indians  in  that  Country 
would  not  suffer  even  an  attempt  to  work  their  mines  with  impunity — 
Governor  Edwards  stated  to  these  Lessees,  and  to  us,  that  reservations 
of  Tracts  to  a  great  extent  were  made  within  the  Tract  receded  by 
the  late  Treaty  with  a  view  of  securing  to  the  United  States  the  valu- 
able mines;  and  that  he  supposed  the  present  Lessees  would  be  per- 
mitted to  locate  within  the  limits  of  these  reservations 

We  beg  leave  to  suggest,  that,  unless  a  military  Force  is  stationed 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines  (a  measure  we  believe  to  be  dictated  by 
National  interest  &  policy)  no  successful  experiment  can  be  made  in 
developing  the  riches  of  that  part  of  our  Country;  not  even  within 
the  limits  of  that  Tract  now  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  all  the 
Nations  holding  adverse  pretentions  of  Claim. 

From  the  course  we  have  adopted  the  presence  of  an  Agent  at  Rock 
River  will  become  indispensable  within  three  months  after  we  receive 
the  approbation  of  the  President.  In  a  former  letter  we  recommended 
Edward  Humphreys"- — than  whom  no  one  can  be  found  more  com- 
petent to  the  discharge  of  that  duty 

We  are  very  respectfully  Sir,  Your  Ob'  Hble  Serv" 

Mich'  Jones,  Reg' 
S.  Bond — Receiver 

The  Hon"'"  Josuh  Meigs  Comm'  of  y''  Gen  L.  0. 
P  S.    We  presume  the  Leases  will  be  return'd  if  approved  by  the 
President  and  delivered  to  the  Lessees 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'*  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Grcneral 
Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  23*  July  1817  Regis'  &  Receiver  with 
Leases  of  Lead  Mines  sent  a  copy  to  Sec"  of  Treas"  18  Aug' " 

"  Ante,  p.  370. 
»'  Post,  p.  532. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  Aug'  6.  1817. 
Shad"  Bond  Esq'  Kaskaskia. 

Sir.  I  reply  to  your  letter  of  15*"  Ult"  ''  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
accept  of  M'  Will's  proposition  to  give  up  his  lease  of  the  Saline. 

When  the  Lease  of  the  Saline  on  the  Wabash  expired,  the  per- 
manent improvements  were  valued  by  disinterested  persons,  &  the 
amo'  paid  to  the  original  Lessee  by  the  second  Lessee. 

I  am  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

11'"  Aug'  1817. 
S  Bond  Esq"  Kaskas* 

Sir  Your  accounts  for  the  last  quarter  &  your  letter  of  14*"  U]t° 
have  been  received.^' 

I  approve  of  your  proposition  to  give  notice  to  holders  of  unlocated 
confirmed  claims  that  unless  they  come  forward  within  six  months 
to  have  them  placed  to  the  credit  of  new  purchases  they  will  be 
barred.  The  time  for  receiving  those  claims  expired  (P'  Act  26*" 
Ap'  1816)  on  the  1'*  October  1816,  but  the  want  of  correct  returns 
of  the  Acres  in  the  tracts  purchased  by  holders  of  these  claims,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  (looking  to  the  spirit  of  the  Act)  to  extend  the  time. 
If  six  months  more  are  given,  there  cannot  be  ground  for  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  holders  of  claims.*" 

I  am  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  SHADRACH  BOND 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  Aug'  15'"  1817. 
S  Bond  Esq"    Receiv"'  Kaskaskia 

Sir  Your  letter  of  21"  Ult°  is  before  me;  *'  When  a  tract  of  land 
is  sold,  you  debit  the  purchaser  &  credit  Sales  of  Land  for  the  amount 
of  it:  when  a  tract  of  Land  contains  more  acres  than  was  supposed  at 

«»  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 

"  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  relative  to  plan  for  disposing  of 
balances  due  to  individuals  in  relation  to  their  claims. 

"  There  are  numerous  other  letter  from  Meigs  to  Bond  during  the  years  1817- 
1818  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bks.  7  and  8),  but  they  relate  almost  entirely 
to  accounts  and  other  routine  business. 

"  NA(GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  explaining  manner  of  making 
returns. 
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the  time  of  Purchase,  the  Purchaser  should  be  debited  &  sales  of 
Land  credited  for  the  amo'  of  the  Surplus  quantity,  either  at  the  time 
of  making  the  Last  pay'  or  pre\ious  thereto:  Some  of  your  receipts 
are  "in  full  of  the  purchase  money  &  for  [blank]  Acres  surplus"  yet 
the  Surplus  is  omitted  on  the  Credit  side  of  the  Acco'  of  Sales  of 
Land.  The  receipts  for  Repay"  will  probably  be  found  with  the  re- 
tizms  of  the  Reg'  when  they  taken  up  for  posting 
I  am  &c 

Please  send  duplicate  rec"  for  Repay"  made  in  3"  q'  1816  amoun* 
to  $19.19}2  the  originals  cannot  be  found. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  O  18'"  Aug'  1817 
Hon:  W""  H  Crawford  Sec''  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  Your  letter  of  18""  of  April  last,*^  informed  me  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  had  approved  of  the  bids  made  for 
leasing  lead  mines;  this  day  I  received  from  the  Regis'  &  Receiver 
at  Kaskas'  Leases  conformable  to  the  said  Bids,  &  a  letter  (dated 
23"  July  *^)  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  Copy.  Shall  I  inform  those 
officers  that  the  Leases  are  approved?  What  shall  I  say  in  reply 
to  the  applications  for  surveying,  for  a  military  force,  &  for  the 
appoin*  of  an  Agent? 

I  have  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:TD,  Lets,  from  GLO,  iv] 

General  Land  Office  22""  August  1817. 
Hon  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  The  enclosed  note  from  Mess"  Gales  &  Seaton  &  the  para- 
graph cut  out  of  Baltimore  Patriot  relative  to  Soldiers  Bounty  lands 
induce  me  to  remind  you  of  my  letter  of  4'"  Ins'  **  with  which  I  sub- 
mitted for  your  approbation.  An  advertisement  that  the  Bounty  lands 
would  be  ready  In  Illinois  T^  for  distribution  on  the  first  of  next 
month.  Since  I  wrote  that  letter  more  Surveys  have  arrived  from 
the  Illinois  Territory  and  nearly  10  thousand  tracts  of  160  acres  each, 
will  be  prepared  for  the  Lottery  before  that  day. 

I  am  &c. 


"  Ante.  p.  497. 

"  Ante,  p.  529. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  enclosing  a  sketch  by  Rector  of  the  lands 
surveyed  for  military  bounties,  together  with  an  advertisement  of  the  lands  in 
question.     The  enclosures  cited  are  not  present. 
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THOMAS  SLOO  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Land  Office  Shawneetown  Sep^  6'"  1817 
JosiAH  Meigs  Esq' 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  herewith  of  transmiting  you  my  Returns 
for  the  Month  of  August  last 

Permit  me  also  to  Suggest  the  advantage  which  would  result  to  the 
Government  in  directing  an  earley  Survey  of  the  lands  North  of  the 
Base  line  &  between  the  third  principle  Meridian  &  the  Vincennes 
District,  being  the  residue  of  the  Piankeshaw  cession  to  the  United 
States  on  the  30""  December  1805,  ^^  &  attached  to  this  District  by  an 
Act  of  Congress  of  the  21"  February  1812.*' 

I  am  informed  that  this  tract  of  Country  is  generally  fine  and 
Setling  Very  fast  that  the  greater  part  Would  Immediately  Sell  & 
thereby  Connect  our  Settlements  on  the  Western  part  of  the  Vincennes 
with  the  Eastern  part  of  the  Kaskaskia  District,  which  Makes  an 
Early  Sale  of  those  lands  very  desirable  not  only  to  the  Setlers  but 
many  others  who  wish  to  Migrate  to  that  part  of  the  Country — 

I  presume  the  policy  &  advantage  of  the  Measvtre  will  at  once  be 
perceivable  on  an  other  ground  for  not  only  the  Settlements  of  Illinois 
Will  be  Connected  with  those  of  the  Missouri  but  also  with  the 
Indiana  &  the  latter  being  Connected  with  Ohio  will  afford  a 
Complete  barrier  in  Case  of  an  other  Indian  or  British  War  *'' — 

I  am  Very  Respectfully  Sir  Your  Ob'  Sev* 

Tho=  Sloo  Reg'  of  the 
Land  Office  at  Shawneetown 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  of  the  Gen' 
Land  Office  Washington  City  P.  Mail 

*'  The  original  manuscript  text  of  this  treaty  is  in  NA(SD,  Ind.  Treaties). 
It  is  printed,  7  Stat.  100-101;  Kappler  (ed.),  Ind.  Treaties,  ii,  89-90;  A.S.P., 
Ind.  Affairs,  i,  704-705.  The  area  ceded  is  deUneated  in  Royce,  Indian  Land 
Cessions,  map  17,  cession  designation  63.  The  treaty  was  ratified  May  3,  1806 
(Seriate,  Exec.  Journal,  n,  21,  25,  26),  and  proclaimed  by  the  President  May  23, 
1807.  The  first  appropriation  to  carry  it  into  effect  was  approved  Mar.  3,  1807 
(2  Stat.  443-444).     Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vn,  374-375. 

«  2  Stat.  684. 

"  Other  letters  from  Sloo  to  Meigs  during  1817,  chiefly  routine  in  character, 
are  found  in  NA  (GLO,  Shawneetown,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.).  Official  correspond- 
ence between  Receiver  Caldwell,  of  the  same  office,  and  Meigs  for  the  same  period 
is  also  of  like  nature,  consisting  mainly  of  letters  from  Caldwell  covering  accounts 
and  their  acknowledgment  by  Meigs.  The  former  are  found  loc.  cit.,  and  the 
latter  are  in  NA  (GLO,  Div.  C,  Misc.  Let.  Bks.  7  and  8). 
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[Endorsed]  Shawnee:  6  Sep'  1817  Tho'  Sloo  with  returns  Recom- 
mends Surveys  of  more  Lands  in  111'  T"  Ans"*  4  Octo''  ^  the  Com' 
having  shewn  this  to  the  Sec''  of  the  Treas"  The  Secry  of  Ty  thinks  it 
best  to  suspend  any  decision  on  the  subject  of  Surveys — as  mentioned 
by  M'  Sloo  

JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  16'"  Sep'  1817. 
M'  Jones  Esq"  Reg'  Kaskas' 

Sir  Your  letter  of  20'"  Ult°  has  been  received/'  the  patents  you 
sent  are  returned  herewith  corrected;  those  that  should  have  been  in 
my  letter  of  1"  Aug'  ^  may  possibly  have  been  sent  to  some  other 
office;  soon  as  they  are  found  they  shall  be  transmitted  to  you.  The 
fractions  that  have  not  been  offered  at  public  sale,  may  not  be  sold 
at  private  sale;  they  may  be  advertised  &  offered  at  public  sale  to- 
gether with  the  first  lands  that  shall  be  liable  to  sale  by  reason  of 
non-payment. 

In  the  case  of  the  pre-emption  right  of  J.  Stilly,  where  his  improv' 
was  erroneously  called  fraction  6  instead  of  5,  you  may  correct  the 
entry,  &  save  the  trouble  of  an  application  to  Congress. 

In  your  future  returns,  leave  a  blank  margin  on  the  left  side,  that 
they  may  be  pasted  into  files  (here)  without  covering  the  writing  & 
rule  an  add'  column  between  the  date  &  the  name  of  the  purchaser, 
which  column  will  be  filled  here  (when  your  returns  are  posted)  with 
the  folios  of  our  Ledgers." 

I  am  &c 


"  Error  for  Oct.  6  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  advising  that  Sloo's 
suggestions  relative  to  surveying  had  been  laid  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

*'  NA  (GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.),  a  routine  letter  concerning 
patents. 

^  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7),  enclosing  three  patents  for  the  heirs  of 
Thomas  Biggs  with  explanations  of  the  same. 

"  For  the  years  1817-1818  there  are  forty  or  more  letters  from  Meigs  to  Jones, 
not  here  printed,  relating  chiefly  to  routine  business  and  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  acknowledgments  of  the  receipt  of  returns,  found  in  NA  (GLO,  Misc. 
Lets.  Sent,  Bks.  7  and  8). 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  IS*"  Sep'  1817. 
The  President  of  the  U  States 

Sir,  On  the  4'"  of  last  month  ^^  I  submitted  to  the  Sec^  of  the 
Treasury  the  enclosed  draught  of  an  advertisement,  giving  notice  that 
the  distribution  of  military  bounty  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory 
would  commence  on  the  first  day  of  September  (Ins')  the  Secretary 
returned  the  draught,  remarking  that  you  would  be  here  in  time  to 
give  directions,  &  suggesting  that  the  first  monday  in  Octo'  should 
be  substituted  in  lieu  of  the  first  day  of  September,  if  it  is  your 
pleasure  that  the  advertise'  so  amended  shall  be  published,  it  shall 
be  done  forthwith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound  :AL] 

23'»  Sept.  1817 

W  H  Crawford  presents  his  respects  to  Mr  Meigs  &  returns  the 
advertisement  submitted  to  his  perusal.  He  suggests  the  propriety 
of  adopting  the  modification  in  the  notice  stated  below,  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  advising  Soldiers  to  evade  their  engagements,  though 
unlawful. 

*The  patents  of  Soldiers  who  have  notified,  or  shall  hereafter  notify 
the  General  land  office  not  to  deliver  them  to  their  agents  heretofore 
appointed,  will  be  retained  Subject  to  their  further  order. 

[Addressed]    The  Commissioner  of  the  Genl  Land  office 

[Endorsed]  23''  Septem''  1817  Sec''  of  Treasury  corrects  adver- 
tisem'  of  bounty  Land  in  IIP  T" — Soldiers  orders  to  retain  their 
patents  will  be  properly  attended  to  Copied  for  S  T  Exam"  D.  C. 
J.N. 


"  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Blc.  7),  transmitting  a  sketch  of  lands  in  Mis- 
souri Territory  received  from  Rector,  and  describing  the  tracts  of  land  between 
the  St.  Francis  and  the  Mississippi,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Illinois  River. 
A  draft  of  an  advertisement  for  commencing  the  distribution  of  the  military 
lands  was  also  enclosed. 
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[Enclosure] 
Notice  re  distribution  of  Military  Bounty  Lands 

General  Land  Office  25'"  Septem'  1817, 

NOTICE 

The  Lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory  appropriated  for  bounties 
for  military  services  having  been  surveyed,  and  the  surveys  received 
at  this  office,  the  distribution  of  the  said  Lands,  by  Lot,  agreeably 
to  Law,  will  commence  at  this  office  on  the  first  Monday  in  October 
next. 

The  surveys  of  Military  bounty  Lands  in  Missouri  Territory  are 
expected  in  a  few  Months,  when  a  similar  distribution  will  take  place, 
of  which,  timely  notice  will  be  given  in  the  Newspapers;  those  who 
wish  to  locate  their  warrants  in  Missouri  Territory,  may  send  them 
After  the  publication  of  that  Notice. 

Every  Soldier  of  the  late  Army  who  has  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  a  land  Warrant,  or  a  notification  that  it  is  deposited 
in  this  office,  may  obtain  a  patent  by  sending  to  this  office  the  Warrant 
or  notification,  first  writing  on  it  "To  be  located  in  Illinois  Territory, 
&  the  patent  to  be  sent  to  the  post  Office  at  [blank]" 

Signed     [blank] 

♦Soldiers  who  have  authorized  Agents  to  procure  their  patents, 
may  revoke  that  authority  by  addressing  a  letter  to  this  office,  of 
the  following  form 

I  A  B  late  a  soldier  in  Captain  [blank]  Company  of  the  [blank] 
Regiment  of  [blank]  do  hereby  revoke  the  Authority  which  I  gave  to 
[blank]  to  obtain  my  Patent  for  Military  bounty  land.  My  Warrant 
was  Numbered  [blank]  A  B 

Members  of  Congress  who  have  deposited  (in  this  office)  Soldiers 
Warrants  or  notifications,  may  obtain  patents  for  them,  by  sending 
the  receipts  which  were  given  by  the  Office,  &  Instructions  relative 
to  their  location. 

Printers  who  publish  the  Laws  of  the  U  States  will  give  the  above 
so  many  insertions  as  will  amount  to  Ten  dollars,  send  a  copy  of  the 
papers  to  this  office,  &  a  bill  receipted;  the  money  will  be  sent  by 
Mail. 

COMMISS'  OF  THE  GeN'  LaND  OFFICE 

[Endorsed]  Advertisement  relative  to  Bounty  Lands,  to  be  returned 
when  approved  by  the  Hon  Secret '^  of  the  Treas" 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  24'"  Sep'  1817. 
Hon  W"°  H  Crawford    Sec^  of  the  Treasury 

Sir,  On  the  arrival  of  the  President  I  sent  to  him  the  advertisement 
relative  to  the  issuing  Patents  for  bounty  Lands,  with  your  opinion 
that  the  day  to  commence  should  be  the  1"  Monday  in  Ocf  next;  the 
President  did  not  give  any  instructions  on  the  subject. 

This  day  the  last  of  the  surveys  for  111'  mill''  appropriation  arrived," 
the  tickets  for  the  whole  of  that  tract  will  be  in  the  wheel  to-morrow — 
this  office  is  teazed  daily  by  Soldiers,  some  of  them  are  so  insolent  & 
abusive  that  it  is  necessary  to  turn  them  out;  were  the  day  fixed  & 
notice  thereof  given  their  minds  would  probably  be  quieted  &  the 
office  be  free  from  disturbance. 

I  am  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G  L  0  20  OcW  1817. 
Hon:  W"  H  Crawford    Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  Yesterday."* 
The  project  I  have  formed  for  drawing  the  Lottery  for  bounty  Lands 
(in  such  a  manner  as  will  not  delay  Soldiers  who  apply  personally  & 
at  the  same  time  preserve  order  &  regularity  with  respect  to  other 
applicants)  is  as  follows — 

Three  Clerks,  &  a  boy  about  12  years  of  age  will  attend  to  all  the 
Soldiers  who  apply  for  patents.  The  notifications  must  be  compared 
with  the  warrants  deposited  by  the  War  Depar',  the  warrants  must 
be  cancelled  &  have  written  upon  them  Located  in  111^  6  Octo"'  1817, 
page  1.  the  notifications  must  be  endorsed  N°  [blank]  AB  [blank] 
private  CD'  Comp^  [blank]  Inf''  and  entered  in  the  location  book, 
(which  is  ruled  with  9  Columns)  this  being  done,  the  boy  will  draw 
a  ticket,  &  the  tract  of  Land  which  is  written  upon  it,  must  be  written 
in  the  location  book  &  endorsed  upon  the  notifica"  A  Slip  of  paper 
will  be  given  to  the  Soldier  containing  his  name  &  his  lot  that  when 
he  calls  next  day  we  may  know  him  &  give  him  his  patent:  in  the 
mean  time  other  Clerks  must  write  his  patent  &  record  it  &  the 
draughts  man  must  write  the  Soldier's  name  on  his  tract  in  the  town- 

"  See  Meigs  to  Rector,  Sept.  24,  1817  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  ii),  ac- 
knowledging the  latter's  letter  of  Sept.  1,  1817  (NA,  GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.), 
containing  plats  of  nine  fractional  townships  in  the  Illinois  bounty  land  tract. 

"  Not  found. 
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ship  plat;  when  the  Soldier  returns  next  day,  his  receipt  must  be  taken 
on  the  record  of  the  patent. 

When  all  the  personal  applications  have  had  attention,  the  same 
routine  will  be  observed  with  applications  by  mail,  with  this  difference, 
that  a  letter  will  go  with  each  patent,  &  the  letter  will  be  recorded,  as 
a  substitute  for  a  receipt.  Printed  letters  have  been  prepared  & 
printed  records  of  them,  to  save  as  much  writing  as  possible.  The 
agents  who  have  deposited  notifications  &  powers  of  Attorney  will 
be  invited  to  attend  the  lottery  when  other  persons  have  been  served, 
the  same  routine  will  be  observed,  but  patents  will  not  be  delivered 
to  them  till  they  are  all  written  &  recorded  (say  2.  or  3  months  hence) 
agreeably  to  your  directions  of  1"  Ins'  Probably  in  a  few  days, 
one  hour  per  day  will  be  time  sufficient  to  draw  tickets  for  all  who 
apply  personally,  in  that  case  a  certain  hour  (say  from  2.  till  3  Oclock) 
will  be  fixed  on  for  that  purpose,  to  avoid  interrup"  in  other  business. 

The  appropria"  for  Clerk  hire  for  this  office  is  absorbed  by  the 
current  business — the  appropriation  for  patents  is  not  expended — I 
presume  it  cannot  be  applied  for  writing  &  recording  them,  but  I 
apprehend  the  business  would  be  done  in  either  of  the  modes  I  sug- 
gested in  my  letter  of  30  Ult°  &  the  parties  trust  to  the  success  of  an 
applica"  from  you  to  Congress  for  their  remunera" 

I  wish  you  could  spare  half  an  hour  to  this  office  &  see  the  routine 
(herein  proposed)  performed  pro:forma,  that  it  may  be  improved  by 
the  suggestion  of  your  better  judgement. 

I  have  &c. 

Soldiers  Notifications,  when  the  patents  have  issued  &  the  notifi- 
cations are  filed  away  in  niunerical  order,  will  have  endorsements, 
thus  N°  10,000  Peter  Fightwell  priv'  A  Wilson's  Comp''  41  Inf^ 
Located  on  SE  %  of  6.  2n.  3E  111'  Terr''  6  Octo'  1817.  Entered  on 
Map  p'  R  K.    Patent  dat*  [blank]  Recorded  Vol.  1.  page  6.    SDK. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  7] 

G.L.O.  Oct'  11'"  1817— 

Geo.  Graham  Esq'  acting  Secretary  of  War  Department 

Sir,  By  the  within  note  "  I  learn  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
War  Departm'  to  issue  any  more  duplicate  notifications  to  soldiers — 
this  I  very  much  regret,  because  by  the  directions  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  this  office  has  given  public  notice  that  the  patents  of 
soldiers  who  have  withdrawn  their  confidence  from  their  agents  will 
be  retained  for  them;  in  consequence  of  this  notice  soldiers  come  here, 

"  Not  seen. 
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(say  their  agents  exact  enormous  fees,)  and  want  their  patents:  As 
this  office  cannot  identify  the  men  nor  issue  patents  without  docu- 
ments from  your  Departm'  they  cannot  obtain  them  unless  dupHcate 
notifications  are  granted  to  them. — Some  soldiers  who  obtained  war- 
rants before  the  issue  of  notifications  commenced  have  withdrawn 
their  confidence  from  their  agents  and  come  here  for  patents — Your 
departm'  will  not  issue  duplicate  warrants  to  those  men  and  therefore 
they  cannot  obtain  their  land,  unless  you  will  grant  certificates  that 
warrants,  (stating  the  numbers  and  date)  did  issue  in  their  favor — -If 
the  men  can  be  identified  in  your  departm'  I  do  not  see  any  objection 
to  the  granting  of  such  certificates. — Unless  some  means  are  devised 
to  satisfy  the  claims  of  the  men  who  have  withdrawn  their  confidence 
from  their  agents  &  who  can  be  identified,  a  very  unpleasant  clamour 
will  be  raised  against  the  Governm'  and  particularly  against  this 
Office  &  your  Department 
I  am  &c. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  WILLIAM  RECTOR 

[NA:GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  n] 

General  Land  Oct'  IS'"  1817. 
W"  Rector  Esq''  Surveyor  &c.    S'  Louis. 

Sir,  Your  letters  of  15'"  Ult"  have  been  received  *' — You  had  a 
credit  of  $15,000  given  on  the  receiver  at  Edwardsville  on  the  2°'' 
Ult°  of  which  you  were  advised.  Your  observations  relative  to  an 
early  public  sale  of  lands  in  the  Missouri,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  Land  Office  in  Howard  C  shall  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the 
U.  States 

The  copies  of  surveys  of  Military  bounty  lands  in  Illinois  territory 
which  M'  Van  Zandt  procured  (from  yoiu-  Office  I  presume)  were  by 
order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  retained  in  this  office,  he  is  no 
longer  in  the  Office,  and  you  will  not  permit  such  Copies  to  be  taken — 
they  will  enable  speculators  to  impose  upon  the  soldiers  by  selecting 
valuable  tracts  at  low  prices — here  they  are  not  permitted  to  look  into 
the  surveys  but  the  soldiers  obtain  field  notes  of  their  tracts  and  a 
map  of  the  district  from  M'  Gardiner,  which  enables  them  to  ascertain 
the  value  of  their  lots  &  obtain  prices  accordingly. 

I  observe  the  bounty  Lands  in  lower  Missouri  cannot  be  ready  for 
distribution  for  several  Months  but  that  those  in  Upper  Missouri  will 


"  Both  in  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  from  SG,  Mo.);  one  acknowledging  a  letter  of  Aug. 
16,  1817  (not  seen),  and  reporting  on  the  lands  surveyed;  the  other  acknowledging 
a  letter  of  Aug.  18,  1817  (not  seen),  and  containing  a  report  on  the  finances  of  his 
surveys. 
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in  a  shorter  period     I  am  more  desirous  to  have  them  early,  than  the 
general  plan  of  the  Illinois  bounty  land. 
I  am  &c. 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  M367:ALS) 

Office  of  Indian  Trade  Geo:  Town  October  27»'»  1817 
To  The  President  of  the  U.  States 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  represent  that  an  ability 
exists,  out  of  the  Stock  of  Merchandize,  which,  from  the  remoteness 
of  the  place,  I  am  obliged  to  keep  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  to  form  a 
branch  of  that  Factory  at  some  intermediate  point  between  that 
post,  and  S'  Louis. — 

By  the  Law  establishing  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  Tribes, 
approved  March  2°"  1811  " — and  at  the  14  Sec.  of  said  Law,  the 
expediency  of  adding  to  the  number  of  trading  houses  now  in  opera- 
tion, is  referred  to  the  President.^ — Altho'  I  propose  to  establish  a 
branch  of  a  house,  only,  yet  it  will  require  the  employment  of  an 
assistant  Factor,  whose  compensation  is  provided  for  only  under  the 
authority  of  the  President. 

The  point  I  have  selected  for  this  branch,  and  which  I  respectfully 
submit  for  your  approval, — is  Fort  Johnson — on  Le  Moin  river  "* — 
which  is  about  400  miles  from  P.  du  Chien  on  the  one  hand;  and  about 
250  miles  from  S'  Louis  on  the  other. — 

The  objects  designed  to  be  gained  by  this  establishment,  are — 

First — The  accommodation  of  several  tribes  of  Indians  who  are  now 
altogether  dependent  on  private  Traders,  unless  they  travel  to  P. 
du  Chien,  or  to  S'  Louis — :  among  these  are  the  Sacs,  Foxes  loways, 
Kickapoos  &c.  &c. — 

Second — The  dissimination  of  the  principles  of  conciliation  and 
friendship  with,  &  for,  our  Gov'  and  People;  and  which  our  Agents 
are  instructed  to  promote. 

Third — The  advantages  which  will  accrue  to  the  Trade  fund,  by 
intercourse  with  those  Indians  at  that  place,  both  in  Furs  and  in 
Lead. — 

Fmrth — A  place  of  safety  for  such  merchandize  as  may  be  in  progress 
for  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  which,  from  the  lateness  of  the  Season,  or 
lowness  of  the  Water  is  liable  to  be  stopt  at  Le  Moin  rapids,  an  occur- 


»'  2  Stat.  652-655. 

"  That  is,  opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Le  Moin  (Des  Moines)  River.     Fort 
Johnson  was  on  the  site  of  the  present  Warsaw,  111. 
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rence  which  happened  last  year — with  loss  to  the  Prairie  du  Chien 
Factory. — 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  with  very  great  respect  Y'  Ob*  S' 

Tho:  L:  M'Kenney  S.  I.  T. 

[Endorsed]  George  Town  27  Oct  1817.  Thomas  L.  M'Kenney 
In  relation  to  establishing  a  factory  between  Prairie  du  Chien  & 
S'  Louis— Oct  1817. 


JOHN  GARDINER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters  :ALS] 

General  Land  Office  29'"  Odo'^  1817 
Sir    I  have  the  honor  of  presenting  to  you  a  Map  of  the  military 
bounty  Lands  in  Illinois  Territory,  engraved  for  the  use  of  the  Soldiers 
of  the  late  Army.^' 
most  respectfully  your  obed*  Serv' 

John  Gardiner 
Hon  M'  Adams  Secref  of  State. 

[Endorsed]    Gen'  Land  Office  29  Oct.  1817  presenting  a  Map  of 
the  Military  Bounty  Lands  in  Illinois — 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  JOHN  W.  JOHNSON 
[NA:OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Office  Indian  Trade  October  31"  1817 
To  John  W.  Johnson  Esq""  U.  S  Factor  P.  d.  Chien 

Sir  On  Recommendation  to  the  President  he  has  approved  of  the 
establishment  of  a  trading  house  at  *Fort  Johnson .  This  establishment 
I  design  as  a  branch  of  the  Prairie  Du  Chien  trading  house.  Imme- 
diately on  receipt  of  this  you  will  proceed,  in  person  if  you  can,  if  not, 
you  will  despatch  M''  Belt  to  prepare  the  buildings  These  I  expect 
are  already  up,  and  may  need  only  some  trifling  repairs.  I  expect  a 
part  of  those  occupied  by  the  Military  will  answer;  and  have  procured 
an  t  Order  from  the  War  Department  on  the  commanding  Officer  at 
fort  Johnson,  to  possess  you  of  them — provided  they  be  not  in  the 
occupancy  of  the  Military — or,  if  there  shall  be  none  to  suit,  the  same 
order  will  give  you  the  Services  of  the  Soldiery  under  the  direction  of 
the  Commanding  Officer  to  aid  you  in  the  erection  of  New  Ones — In 
case  you  are  obliged  to  resort  to  building,  I  pray  you  to  use  the  utmost 
oeconomy — and  build,  or  repair  at  the  least  possible  expense. 

"  Not  present. 

*  Le  Moin  [Marginal  note  on  the  MS.] 

t  The  order  of  Aug'  Q*""  1816  is^eem'd  sufficient.    [Marginal  note  on  the  MS.] 
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When  the  houses  are  ready  to  commence  business  in,  you  will  assort 
from  your  factory  such  a  supply  as  you  can  Spare,  and  such  as  shall 
answer  for  the  trade  at  fort  Johnson,  and  forward  it  down. 

It  is  my  wish  for  M'  Belt*  to  take  charge  of  this  post  in  the 
capacity,  or  with  the  grade  of  assistant  Factor — at  least  until  it  be 
ascertained  by  actual  business,  that  it  will  be  proper  to  convert  it 
into  an  independent  house — Until  this  be  proved,  you  will  consider 
it  a  branch  of  your  factory,  and  supply  it  accordingly — Or,  after  the 
first  supply,  which  it  will  receive  direct  from  you,  you  will  add  to 
your  Own  List,  such  Merchandize  as  may  be  required  for  fort  Johnson, 
which  will  be  packed  &  marked  here  for  that  post — where  they  will 
stop.  But  they  will  be  charged  to  you,  noting  for  "the  Branch  at 
fort  Johnson". 

M''  Belt  will  correspond  with  you,  &  make  his  returns  to  you,  these 
you  will  transmit  to  me.  He  will  also  forward  me  duplicates  of  his 
returns  to  you.  He  will  forward  you  a  list  of  such  goods  as  he  may 
want;  and  a  duplicate  to  me.  On  the  list  which  you  may  transmit 
to  me,  you  will  mark  such  articles  as  you  can  forward  to  him,  and 
these  I  will  omit  to  prepare  here. 

Thus  in  all  matters  I  wish  this  to  be  considered  a  branch  of  your 
factory — the  whole  of  its  operations  to  come  to  me  through  you. 

If  in  the  order  of  time,  the  trade  will  justify  it,  I  will  convert  it  into 
an  independent  establishment;  and  M'  Belt  will  of  course,  be  in  the 
way  of  promotion.  Meanwhile  I  will  give  you  an  able  assistant — who 
shall  be  a  complete  accountant;  and  have  the  advantage  of  the  French 
language — and  will  be  in  all  respects  such  a  person  as  will  assist  you 
in  the  true  meaning  of  the  term. — 

I  enclose  you  an  Order  from  the  War  Dep*  on  the  Commd'  of  Fort 
Johnson  " — 

Directly  you  receive  this,  you  will  proceed  to  the  duties  it  devolves 
on  you. — 

respectfully  &c.  T  L  M'K  S. 

Nov'  11'"  1817— P.  S.  When  I  wrote  this  letter,  I  had  my  eye 
upon  a  particular  Gentleman  who  has  since  declined  to  go;  you  will 
nevertheless  proceed  to  organise  the  Factory  at  Fort  Johnson;  and 
I  will  have  an  assistant  for  you  altogether  competent  Write  me 
immediately.    T.  L-M'K 

«»  Robert  B.  Belt. 

•'  Not  present.  See  McKenney  to  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  Oct.  31,  1817 
(NA,  WD,  SWDF,  M385), 'asking  for  a  letter  of  instructions  to  the  commanding 
officer  at  Fort  Johnson  relative  to  furnishing  the  trading  establishment  with 
unused  military  buildings,  or  assisting  in  the  erection  of  new  structures  for  the 
purpose  in  question. 
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THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNORS  CLARK 
AND  EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  1"  Nov.  1817. 
Governors,  W"  Clarke  &  Ninun  Edwards. 

Gentlemen,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  you  a  commission  for 
the  purpose  of  treating  with  the  Ilhnois,  the  Kickapoos,  the  Pota- 
watamies  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  within  the  Ilhnois  territory.  The 
object  of  this  negotiation  is  to  obtain  a  cession  from  the  tribes  who 
may  have  a  claim  to  it,  of  all  that  tract  of  land  which  lies  between  the 
most  Northern  and  Eastern  point  of  the  boundary  of  the  lands  ceded 
by  the  Kaskaskias  in  August  1803,  the  Sagamon  and  the  Illinois  rivers; 
and  which  tract  of  land  completely  divides  the  present  settled  parts  of 
the  Illinois  territory  from  that  part  which  lies  between  the  Illinois  and 
Mississippi  rivers,  and  which  has  been  lately  surveyed  for  the  purpose 
of  satisfying  the  military  land  bounties,  a  circumstance  which  makes 
the  acquisition  of  this  tract  of  Country  peculiarly  desirable. 

If  either  of  the  tribes  who  have  a  claim  to  the  land  is  desirous  of 
exchanging  their  claim  for  lands  on  the  West  of  the  Mississippi,  you 
are  authorized  to  make  the  exchange,  and  your  extensive  local  knowl- 
edge of  the  country  will  enable  you  to  designate  that  part  of  it,  where 
it  wou'd  be  most  desirable  to  locate  the  lands  to  be  given  as  an 
equivalent.  To  other  tribes  who  may  not  wish  to  remove,  you  will 
allow  such  an  annuity  for  a  fixed  period  as  you  may  deem  an  adequate 
compensation  for  the  relinquishm9nt  of  theh-  respective  claims.  To 
enable  you  to  give  the  usual  presents  on  such  occasions,  you  are 
authorized  to  draw  on  this  department  for  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  contractor  will  furnish  on  the  requisition  of  either  of  you,  the 
rations  that  may  be  necessary  for  the  supply  of  the  Indians  while 
attending  the  treaty. 

Your  compensation  will  be  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  a  day  for  the 
time  actually  engaged  with  the  Indians;  and  that  of  the  Secretary, 
whom  you  are  authorized  to  appoint,  will  be  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 
a  day.*^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  &c.  George  Graham. 


"  Answered  (by  Edwards)  post,  p.  549.  The  above  was  in  part  a  reply  to 
Edwards's  letter  of  Oct.  7,  1817  (not  found),  recommending  the  appointment  of 
Benjamin  Stephenson  as  a  major  general  of  militia,  and  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  establish  by  negotiation  the  Kaskaskia  Indian  treaty  line. 
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THE   POSTMASTER   GENERAL   TO   STAGE   McDONOUGH 

INA:P0,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  U] 

6  Nov'  1817. 
M'  Stage  M*Donoungh    Kaskaskia  111.  Ty. 

Sir.  Yours  of  the  15th.  Ult.  is  received,""  accompanied  by  a  certif- 
icate from  the  Post  master  at  Shawanoetown,  for  the  use  of  your  led 
horse  &  keeping  him.  I  propose  to  credit  your  a/c.  in  the  sum  of  fifty 
dollars. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THOMAS  FORSYTH 

[NA:HF.  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Nov'  20. 1817 

Dear  Sir  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  1" 
Inst.*^  relative  to  Capt"  Craigs  conduct  at  Peoria  in  1812  And  in  reply 
to  your  enquiries  I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  that  Capt°  Thomas 
E.  Craig  &  his  company  made  a  part  of  the  detachment  of  malitia 
which  I  commanded  in  this  Territory  in  1812 

That  intending  to  surprize  &  attack  the  Indians  at  the  head  of 
Peoria  Lake  I  ordered  Capt"  Craig  &  his  company  to  ascend  the  Illinois 
river  in  a  boat  as  far  as  Peoria,"  for  the  double  purpose  of  guarding  a 
supply  of  provisions  which  I  was  sending  to  that  place,  and  of  pro- 
ducing a  diversion  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  which  I  supposed  would 
be  likely  by  misleading  them,  to  favor  &  facilitate  the  grand  object 
which  I  had  in  view. 

In  obedience  to  my  orders  Cap"  Craig  went  to  Peoria,  and  though 
that  part  of  his  conduct  refered  to  by  you,  was  unauthorised  &  disap- 
proved by  me,  yet  it  is,  but  justice  to  his  memory,  to  declare  it  to  be 
my  firm  belief  that  he  was  influenced  by  honorable  motives. 

The  truth  I  believe  to  be  this.  On  his  way  to  Peoria  he  had  ascer- 
tained that  intercepted  letters  from  Michel  Lecroix  showing  that  he 
had  joined  the  enemy,  had  reached  me,  and  finding  a  great  deal  of 
property  in  Lecroix'  house,  he  considered  it  lawful  plunder,  and  per- 
mitted his  men  to  take  it.  The  most  of  the  property  I  believe  actually 
belonged  to  yourself  and  other  citizens,  and  had  been  put  in  Lecroix' 
house  (which  was  the  best  in  the  place)  for  safety — this  seizure  pro- 
ducing some  irritation,  and  Capt"  Craig  thinking  that  he  had  cause  to 
doubt  the  patriotism  &  fidelity  of  the  inhabitants  of  Peoria  arrested 

"  Not  found. 
"  Not  found. 

<*  Apr.  12,  1812  (not  found),  referred  to  in  Craig's  reply,  Apr.  28,  1812,  printed, 
Edwards,  Hial.  Ill,  pp.  68-69. 
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and  brought  the  whole  of  Them  down  to  Savage's  ferry  on  the  Mis- 
sisippi,  from  whence  he  reported  his  proceedings  to  me,  upon  which  I 
immediately  ordered  the  property  to  be  restored  to  the  rightful 
owners,  but  this  event  having  been  anticipated,  a  great  portion  of  the 
property  was  concealed  &  taken  off  by  the  men  contrary  to  the  orders 
of  Capt"  Craig  as  well  as  myself — and  all  my  efforts  to  have  it  restored 
were  unavailing — I  particularly  recollect  that  M"'  Leclair's  blacksmiths 
tools  were  taken  off,  and  that  I  did  without  success  use  every  possible 
exertion  to  recover  them — and  upon  the  whole,  I  have  no  doubt  that 
yourself  &  the  inhabitants  of  Peoria  did  loose  a  considerable  part  of 
the  property  which  had  been  taken  by  Capt"  Craig. 

I  also  believe  that  you  &  those  inhabitants  above  mentioned,  did 
sustain  considerable  injury  in  consequence  of  the  depredations  of  the 
Indians  at  the  time  &  place  mentioned  in  your  letter.^' 

Very  respectfully  I  am  Sir  y  M°  Obd'  S' 

NmiAN  Edwards   . 

Thomas  Forsyth  Esq"'  S'  Louis. 

[Addressed]  Thomas  Forsyth  Esq"'  Saint  Louis 


MEMORIAL    TO    CONGRESS    FROM    MORRIS    BIRKBECK 

[NA:HF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:ADS"] 

[November  20,  1817] 
To  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled 
the  Memorial  of  Morris  Birkbeck  an  English  Farmer,  lately  settled 
in  the  Territory  of  Illinois,  respectfully  states — That  a  number  of  his 
Countrymen,  chiefly  yeomen.  Farmers,  Farming  Labourers  &  rural 
Mechanics  are  desirous  of  removing  with  their  families  &  Capital  into 
this  Country,  provided  that,  by  having  situations  prepared  for  them, 
they  might  escape  the  wearisome  &  expensive  travel  in  quest  of  a 
settlement  which  has  broken  the  spirits  &  drained  the  purses  of  many 
of  their  emigrant  brethren,  terminating  too  frequently  in  disappoint- 
ment. 

Many  estimable  persons  of  the  classes  abovementioned  have 
reposed  such  a  degree  of  confidence  in  the  experience  of  your  Memo- 
rialist as  would  attract  them  to  the  spot  which  he  has  chosen  for 
himself:  Their  attention  has  accordingly  been  directed  with  some 
anxiety  to  his  movements;  and,  when,  after  a  laborious  journey 
through  the  States  of  Ohio  &  Indiana,  he  has  at  length  fixed  on  a 
situation  in  the  Illinois  adapted  to  his  private  views,  settlements  are 
multiplying  so  rapidly  around  it,  that  it  does  not  afford  a  scope  of 

"  Cf.  post,  p.  553. 

•'  Printed  also  in  Birkbeck,  Letters  from  III.  (2d  ed.),  letter  xxii,  pp.  108-109. 
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eligible  unappropriated  Land  to  which  he  could  invite  any  considerable 
number  of  his  friends. 

There  are,  however,  Lands,  as  yet  unsurveyed,  about  twenty  miles 
north  of  this  place,  on  which  Sufficient  room  might  be  obtained; 
&  the  object  of  this  Memorial  is  to  solicit  the  Grant,  by  purchase,  of 
a  tract  of  that  Land  for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  colony  of  English 
Farmers,  Labourers,  &  Mechanics. 

Feeling,  as  does  your  Memorialist,  that  the  People  of  England 
&  the  People  of  America  are  of  one  Family,  notwithstanding  the 
unhappy  political  disputes  which  have  divided  the  two  countries,  he 
believes  that  this  recollection  will  be  sufficient  to  secure,  from  the 
Representatives  of  a  Free  People,  a  favorable  issue  to  his  application 
on  behalf  of  their  Suffering  Brethren." 

Morris  Birkbeck 

BOLTINGHOUSE  PrAIRIE     Nov.  20.  1817 

[Endorsed]  Memorial  of  Morris  Birkbeck  praying  to  be  allowed 
to  purchase  a  body  of  land  in  Illinois  Territory  for  his  English  followers 
Dec'  18—1817  Ref  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands*— 
Pope  S.  18.  pub  Lands 


THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 

OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  26.  Nov.  1817. 
Gov  Lewis  Cass    Detroit. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  30'"  ultimo,  covering  the  deposition  of  William  Morrison,  relative 
to  the  conduct  of  the  Earle  of  Selkirk  and  his  agents.'"  This  com- 
munication has  been  submitted  to  the  secretary  of  state,  that  the 
proper  measures  may  be  taken  in  relation  to  it. 

I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  request,  that  you  cause  the 
act  of  Congress  passed  on  the  29""  of  April  1816,"  supplementary  to 
the  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 

«'  See  Birkbeck  to  Pope,  Jan.  16,  1818,  and  Pope's  reply,  the  originals  of  both 
of  which  are  in  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  and  are  printed  in  George  Flower, 
Hist,  of  the  English  Settlement  in  Edwards  Co.,  III.  (CHC,  I),  81-83.  See  also 
Birkbeck's  Letters  from  III.,  passim,  the  various  editions  of  which  are  noted  in 
Buck,  Travel  and  Description  (IHC,  IX),  63;  and  Birkbeck  to  the  President, 
Sept.  18,  1817  (Madison  Papers,  LC),  proposing  to  occupy  lands  not  offered  to 
the  public. 

•'  House  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  60. 

™  NA  (SD,  Mich.  Terr.  Papers,  I),  printed,  Mich.  Pion.  and  Hist.  Colls.,  xxxvi, 
340-342. 

n  3  Stat.  332. 
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to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers,  to  be  carried  into  effect.  No 
licences,  therefore,  will  in  future  be  granted  by  yourself  or  by  any  of 
the  agents  within  your  superintendency,  to  foreigners  to  carry  on 
trade  with  the  Indians  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  by 
virtue  of  the  Authority  with  which  you  were  invested  by  this  depart- 
ment, on  the  10'"  of  May  1816:  "  Of  this  you  will  immediately 
advise  the  agents  at  Michlimackinac,  Green  Bay,  and  Chicago. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  George  Graham. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E5:ALS] 

(Private)  Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Dec'  6. 1817 

Dear  Sir  Notwithstanding  your  elevated  station,  and  the  com- 
parative obscurity  to  which,  (contrary  to  the  advice  of  all  my  friends) 
I  have  for  years  past,  voluntarily  condemned  myself,  by  a  residence 
in  a  Territory,  I  flatter  myself  that  there  is  nothing  in  your  character, 
to  forbid  my  addressing  you  with  perfect  frankness,  for  the  purpose 
of  preventing  every  possible  misconception,  as  to  the  motives  that 
have  influenced  me,  in  declining  to  accept  the  appointment  of  Com- 
missioner to  treat  with  certain  Indians,  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
receive  from  you  through  the  acting  Secretary  of  War,  by  the  last 
mail — 

No  man  knows  better  than  you  do,  the  precedence,  which  usage 
assigns  to  the  first  person  named  in  every  such  commission — And  as 
I  had  heretofore  been  the  first  named,  in  the  authority,  and  instruc- 
tions for  treating  with  those  very  same  Indians  in  1816 — and  had 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  been  instructed  to  open  the 
negotiation  now  contemplated — as  the  treaty  is  proposed  to  be  held 
in  this  Territory — and  the  Indians  all  reside  within  my  Superin- 
tendency— I  trust  you  will  not  think  it  extraordinary,  that  I  should 
apprehend  that  inferences,  unfavorable  to  me,  would  be  drawn  by 
the  public  from  the  circumstance  of  my  being  placed  as  second,  to 
the  Governor  of  another  Territory  in  the  commission  alluded  to — 

Even  with  the  Indians  themselves,  it  would  be  calculated  to  lessen 
my  weight,  &  influence,  for  seeing  the  duty  of  addressing  them,  for 
the  first  time,  transfered  to  my  associate,  they  could  not  fail  to  view 
me  as  acting  subordinate  to  another  Governor — and  would  naturally 
suppose  that  I  had  been  superceded  in  consequence  of  your  superior 
confidence  in  him — 

It  is  nevertheless,  possible  that  my  pride,  more  than  my  reason, 
may  have  influenced  my  determination — but  with  the  view  which 

"  NA  (CIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  C),  printed,  W.H.C.,  XJX,  406-407,  relative 
to  the  enforcement  of  the  act  of  Apr.  29,  1816. 
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I  in  fact,  do  take  of  the  subject,  and  the  only  one,  I  can  take  (however 
mistaken  I  may  be)  I  should  feel  myself  unworthy,  of  the  esteem,  and 
confidence,  which  I  hope  by  my  conduct,  to  merit  from  you,  if  I 
could  consent  to  act  as  second,  to  any  man,  under  such  circum- 
stances— 

The  object  contemplated  is  however,  of  the  greatest  importance, 
and  is  universally  and  ardently  desired  throughout  this  country — 
Every  exertion  in  my  power  shall  therefore,  be  employed  for  its 
accomplishment — &  I  hope  to  be  fully  as  useful,  as  I  could  be,  by 
acting  as  a  Commissioner — 

Permit  me  Sir,  to  use  the  present  opportunity  of  declaring  to  you, 
with  unfeigned  sincerity,  that  some  personal  obligations  which  I  feel 
towards  you — your  private,  &  public  character — and  the  magnanimous 
principles,  on  which  you  appear  to  have  commenced  your  adminis- 
tration— have  inspired  me  with  a  friendship  for  you,  personal,  & 
political,  which  being  founded  on  principle,  seeks  no  reward — is  not 
to  be  shaken  by  any  disappointments  relative  to  office — and  makes 
me  much  more  anxious  to  render  than,  receive  services  of  any  kind — 
of  all  which,  should  a  suitable  opportunity  present  itself,  I  have  no 
doubt  that  I  shall  give  you  substantial,  &  satisfactory  proof. 

Influenced  by  such  feelings,  I  regret  extremely,  the  restraints,  which 
the  want  of  an  intimate  personal  acquaintance  with  you,  imposes  on 
me,  &  which  in  a  late  instance,  induced  me  to  make  a  communication 
(with  the  most  disinterested  motives)  to  a  gentleman  supposed  to  be 
in  Washington,  with  the  hope  that  through  M''  Adams  (to  whom  I 
expected  it  to  be  shown)  it  would  reach  you — My  object  was  to  avoid 
a  seeming  presumption  in  addressing  you  on  the  subject — the  gentle- 
man had  however  left  Washington — the  subject  is  doubtless  acted  on 
before  this  time — and  I  am  really  sorry  that  I  did  not  venture  to  write 
directly  to  you.     It  is  now  too  late — 

With  the  best  wishes  for  your  health  &  happiness  I  have  the  honor 
to  be  with  the  highest  esteem  &  respect  yr  friend  &  Ob"'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

James  Monroe  President  of  the  U.  S. 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  Jan'  6  1818."  Gov  N.  Edwards  to  The 
President  Decline  accepting  the  app*  of  Com'  to  Treat  with  the 
Indians    Feby  1818 

Gov'  Edwards — I  do  not  know  how  it  happend  that  in  treating 
with  Indians  within  Illinois,  the  Gov'  of  the  territory,  was  not  placd 
at  the  head  of  the  Comm"    To  be  returnd— J  M. 

»  Cf .  date  ol  letter. 
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GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  ACTING  SECRETARY  OF 

WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E4:ALS1 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Territory  Dec'  6. 1817 

Sir  By  the  last  mail  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the 
1"  Ultimo,  together  with  the  Commission  therein  mentioned.'^ 

Gov"'  Clark's  absence  on  a  visit  to  the  City  of  Washington,  would 
for  the  present,  necessarily  postpone  the  intended  negotiation  with  the 
Indians  mentioned  in  your  letter — even,  if  I  could  prevail  upon 
myself  to  act,  as  second,  in  any  commission,  to  treat  with  Indians 
exclusively  within  my  own  superintendency — But  having  heretofore 
been  first  named,  in  the  authority,  and  instructions  communicated 
by  your  predecessor,  for  treating  with  the  very  same  Indians — having 
in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year,  received  instructions  through 
you,  to  open  the  proposed  negotiation  alone — and  seeing  from  your 
letter,  that,  in  the  appointment  of  Maj'  R.  Graham  &  J.  Phillips  Esq"^ 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  with  the  Indians  within  the  agency  of 
the  former,  a  precedence,  not  less  sanctioned  by  propriety,  than  usage, 
is  observed,  I  should  consider  it  an  act  of  willing,  submissive  self 
degradation  (of  which  I  am  wholly  incapable)  to  accept  the  place 
assigned  to  me,  in  the  commission  alluded  to — ■ 

Therefore,  though  proud  to  receive,  and  still  more  desirous  to 
deserve  the  confidence  of  the  President,  I  feel  compelled  to  decline 
the  acceptance  of  the  appointment  which  is  offered  to  me — and  I  beg 
leave  most  respectfully  to  recommend  Colo.  Chouteau  as  a  suitable 
person  to  supply  the  place  which  was  intended  for  me — because  I  do 
verily  believe  that  he  is  capable  of  effecting  more  with  the  Indians 
in  question,  than  myself,  or  any  other  man. 

The  object  intended  to  be  effected,  in  whatever  point  of  view  it 
can  be  considered,  is  of  vast  importance  to  the  public  interest — and 
if  the  treaty  shall  be  held  within  the  bounds  of  this  Territory  (as  I 
think  it  ought  to  be)  you  may  be  assured  that,  (without  any  view  to, 
or  desire  of  compensation)  every  possible  personal  exertion  on  my 
part,  shall  be  employed  to  aid  in  the  accomplishment  of  so  desirable 
an  object,  &  I  flatter  myself  that  it  will  be  in  my  power  to  be  fully  as 
useful,  as  I  could  be,  by  accepting  the  appointment  of  commissioner 
&c— 

As  the  Indians,  or  a  part  of  them  at  least,  previous  to  the  final 
conclusion  of  the  treaty,  may  wish  to  explore  the  Territory  intended 
to  be  offered  them  in  exchange,  and  on  liking  it,  might  be  desirous 
of  removing  in  time  to  make  their  next  crop  of  corn,  it  appears  to  me 

"  Ante,  p.  543. 
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to  be  very  desirable  that  the  negotiation  should  be  commenced  early 
enough,  to  afford  them,  all  such  inducements. 

The  greatest  obstacle  to  success,  that  I  anticipate,  will  arise  from 
the  secret  interference,  and  counteraction  of  the  unprincipled  Indian 
traders,  to  whom  I  have  been  compelled  to  grant  licenses,  merely, 
because  they  were  able  to  give  bond  &  security  according  to  law — 
which  all  experience  has  proved  wholly  insufficient,  to  restrain 
them  from  acting  most  injuriously  to  the  interest  of  our  government — 
Every  precaution  for  guarding  against  the  interference  of  those  men, 
ought  to  be  adopted — and  a  discretionary  power  in  the  Commis- 
sioners of  employing  any  correct,  &  honorable  means  for  that  purpose, 
could  not  fail  to  be  useful,  if  it  would  not  be  absolutely  necessary — 

No  difficulty  however,  will  arise  with  any  of  the  Indians,  except 
the  Pottowottomies,  &  Kickapoos,  who  have  no  just  claim  to  the 
Territority  proposed  to  be  purchased,  and  whose  occupancy  of  a  large 
portion  of  it,  is  of  ver>-  recent  date — The  rightful  proprietors  are  the 
Illinois,  which  is  well  known  to  the  former  Tribes,  and  therefore,  I 
think  it  would  be  most  prudent,  and  advisable  to  treat  with  the  Illi- 
nois first — Being  invested  with  their  title,  which  the  other  Tribes 
know  to  be  good,  we  should  probably  have  the  less  difficulty  in  making 
an  amicable,  &  satisfactory  adjustment  with  them— We  cannot  act 
too  warily  in  this  business,  for  besides  the  evident  good  policy  of 
connecting  our  settlements,  the  territory  itself  is  of  immense  value, 
I  have  explored  it — and  I  hazard  nothing  in  pronouncing  it  equal 
(and  I  think  greatly  superior)  to  any  other  portion  of  the  Western 
Country  of  the  same  extent — and  I  am  certain  it  would  sell  more 
readily,  and  populate  faster  than  any  other  part  of  the  public  lands, 
of  which  I  have  any  knowledge. 

I  should  be  very  happy  to  furnish  you,  agreeably  to  your  request, 
with  an  estimate  of  the  probable  expenses  of  running  the  lines  of  the 
Indian  Cessions  mentioned  in  your  letter,  were  it  in  my  power  to  do 
so  with  any  reasonable  degree  of  accuracy — But  Gen'  Rector's 
absence  deprives  me  of  the  opportunity  of  hearing  from  him,  on  the 
subject  of  the  contract  proposed  to  be  made  with  him — I  do  however, 
suppose  that  by  estimating  the  distance  to  be  run,  at  five  hundred 
miles,  and  allowing  the  same  which  it  cost  pr  mile,  to  run  that  part 
of  the  line  of  the  Osage  Cession,  which  extends  from  the  Missouri, 
to  the  Arkansaw,  a  safe  calculation  may  be  made— In  estimating  the 
distance,  I  have  taken  into  view,  the  necessity  for  much  running  that 
must  be  done,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  true  lines  of  the 
tract  of  land  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  1816,  and  lying  between  the 
Illinois  river,  &  Lake  Michagan,  of  which  you  will  be  convinced 
by  an  examination  of  the  treaty  itself — I  am  very  certain  that  those 
lines  cannot  be  run  for  a  lower  price  pr  mile  than  it  cost  to  run  the 
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Osage  line  above  mentioned — I  have  however,  the  honor  herewith 
to  transmit  to  you  certain  propositions  upon  that  subject,  from  Maj' 
Duncan,  a  gentleman  who  has  been  engaged  in  public  surveying, 
whom  I  formerly  recommended,  &  whose  employment  in  this  business, 
seems  to  be  very  much  desired  by  M"  Philips  one  of  the  Commis- 
sioners— &  the  only  one  now  in  this  country — 

The  winter  is  the  usual  &  the  best  time  for  surveying  in  this  country' — 
and  I  am  apprehensive  that  if  the  running  of  those  lines  cannot  be 
commenced  before  the  spring  floods,  it  will  have  to  be  postponed  till 
next  fall  which  I  should  very  much  regret — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  y  M°  Obd'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

George  Graham  Esq''  Acting  Sec.  of  War  Washington  City 

[Eridorsed]  Kaskaskia  111:  Terr^  Dec'  6*"  1817.  Gov''  Ninian 
Edwards  relative  to  Indian  affairs — The  Treaty  to  be  held  with  the 
Indians — Declines  accepting  the  appointment  of  Com''  Jany  1818. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
[NA:  WT),  SW,  Lets,  to  the  President,  Bk.  i] 

Department  of  War,  December  11'"  1817. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  respectfully  to  propose  for  your  approbation 
the  appointment  of  John  Edgar,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  first 
Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  rank  from  the  10'" 
of  October  1816;  and  of  Leonard  White  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  2" 
Brigade  of  the  Militia  of  said  Territory,  made  during  the  recess  of  the 
Senate. — 

I  have  &c'  Jn"  C.  Calhoun. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

G.L.O.  13.  Dec'  1817. 
Hon.  W°  H.  Crawford    Sec''  of  the  Treasury— 

Sir,  I  return  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  dated  11'"  Ins'  requiring 
information  "relating  to  the  progress  made  in  surveying  the  several 
tracts  of  Military  Bounty  Lands  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  late 
army  of  the  United  States  and  the  time  at  which  such  survey  will 
probably  be  completed"  "  and  I  inform  you  that  that  the  survey  of 
three  and  a  half  million  of  acres  in  Illinois  territory  is  completed  and 
now  distributing;  that  the  Surveys  of  half  a  million  of  acres  in  the 
territory  of  Missouri  north  of  Missouri  river  will  probably  be  com- 

"  Senate  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  26. 
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pleted  in  three  months,  the  major  part  of  them  having  been  sent  to 
this  Office;  that  no  surveys  of  the  two  millions  of  acres  in  Missouri 
territory  near  the  rivers  S'  Francis  &  Arkansas  have  not  yet  been 
received  but  will  probably  be  completted  in  six  months. — • 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

No  selection  of  the  two  millions  of  acres  appropriated  by  the  act 
16.  April  1816  has  yet  been  made. 


COMMISSION  OF  JOHN  EDGAR  AS  BRIGADIER  GENERAL 
[NA:SF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:  DS] 

[December  16,  1817] 
The  President  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents  .    .    .  Greeting: 

Know  ye.  That  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  patriot- 
ism, valor  and  abilities  of  John  Edgar,  I  have  nominated,  and  by, 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do  appoint  him  the 
Said  John  Edgar  Brigadier  General  of  the  first  Brigade  of  the  Militia 
of  the  Illinois  Territory,  to  rank  from  the  tenth  day  of  October  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixteen."  He  is  therefore  carefully  and 
diligently  to  discharge  the  duty  of  Brigadier  General,  in  leading, 
ordering  and  exercising  the  Militia  of  .said  Brigade,  and  in  performing 
the  duties  appertaining  to  his  Office  as  Brigadier  General.  And  he  is 
to  observe  and  follow  all  such  orders  and  directions  from  time  to  time 
as  he  .shall  receive  from  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
for  the  time  being,  or  other  superior  Officers  set  over  him  according 
to  the  laws  for  regulating  and  disciplining  the  Militia  of  the  Mis-souri 
Territory. — And  I  do  strictly  charge  and  require  all  officers  and 
Soldiers  under  his  command,  to  be  obedient  to  his  orders.  This 
commi-ssion  to  continue  in  force  during  the  pleasiu-e  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  for  the  time  being. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  this 

[LS]    sixteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seventeen  and  in  the  forty  second 
year  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States. 

James  Monroe 

By  command  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  America. 
J.  C.  Calhoun 

Secretary  of  War. 

'•  Nominated  Dec.  15  and  confirmed  Dec.  16,  1817  {Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  III, 
98,  99).  By  Senate  action  on  the  same  dates  Leonard  White  was  also  confirmed 
as  a  second  brigadier  general  for  Illinois  Territory,  loc.  eit.  The  commissions  of 
both  appointees  were  enclosed  to  Governor  Edwards  in  a  covering  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  Dec.  23,  1817  (NA,  WD,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Mil.  Bk.  9). 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JOSHUA  SCOTT 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

18.  Dec.  1817 
Joshua  Scott  Esq.  P.  M.    Fergusons  Ferry  111.  Ty. 

Sir.  I  will  thank  you  to  inform  the  several  Gentlemen  who  signed 
a  petition  near  your  office  on  the  4th  Ult."  that  we  intend  to  send  a 
weekly  mail  between  Kaskaskia  &  Johnson  C.  h.  if  we  can  do  so  at 
a  fair  price. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


AFFIDAVIT  OF  THOMAS  FORSYTH  AND  OTHERS 
[NA:HP,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:  DS] 

[December  19,  1817] 
We  the  undersigned  Thomas  Forsyth,  Felix  Fountaine,  Antoine 
LeClaire  and  Francois  Buche  do  swear  on  the  holy  evangelist  of 
Almighty  God  that  we  have  never  received  any  remuneration  what- 
ever from  any  person  or  persons  for  any  losses  that  we  have  sustained 
during  the  late  War,  except  Thomas  Forsyth  and  Felix  Fountaine 
who  acknowledges  to  have  received  from  Major  Taylor  Berry  late 
Dep^  Q:  M:  Gen'  each  a  certain  sum  of  money  for  Buildings,  Pickets, 
Rails  &''  taken  by  the  military  under  the  Command  of  the  late  Briga- 
dier Gen'  Howard  for  the  building  of  Fort  Clark  and  is  more  particu- 
larly specifyed  in  receipted  accounts  given  to  the  said  Major  Taylor 
Berry  and  said  to  to  be  forwarded  to  the  war  Office  at  the  City  of 
Washington — 

Thomas  Forsyth  t^  ^  ^       , 

his  Francois  X  Buche 

Felix  X  Fountaine  .      ^    „'""''    „ 

mark  ANT  LeCLAIRE  '* 

Sworn  to  before  me  a  Justice  of  the  peace  this  19'"  december  1817 — 
F.M.GuyolaJ.P.  

THE    POSTMASTER    GENERAL   TO    STAGE    McDONOUGH 
[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

General  Post  Office  22"*  Decern'  1817 
Stace  M"^Donough     Kaskaskia  111.  Terr. 

S.  On  what  terms  will  you  carry  a  second  weekly  mail  between 
Shawanoetown  &  Kaskaskia,  and  on  what  terms  will  you  carry  a 
second  weekly  mail  between  Kaskaskia  &  St.  Louis,  you  will  observe 

"  Petition  not  seen. 

"  With  this  document  are  found  separate  accounts  of  the  losses  sustained  at 
Peoria  by  each  of  the  above  signers.    Cf.  also  ante,  p.  544. 
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that  if  two  mails  a  week  are  sent  on  those  routes  that  those  mails  will 
be  light    Your  early  reply  is  solicited." 

R.  J.  Meigs 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  NATHANIEL  POPE 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

Decern'  22"  1817 
Hon'  Nath"'  Pope    M.  H.  Representatives 

Sir.  I  have  the  honour  to  observe  in  reply  to  your  letter  of  Yester- 
day,*" that  I  have  instructed  the  contractor  for  the  Hopkinsville  mail 
to  form  a  connection  with  the  Bairdstown  mail  at  Morganfield  on  its 
way  to  Shawanoetown,  and  to  rest  at  Morganfield  untill  that  mail 
returns  from  Shawanoetown,  on  the  subject  of  sending  two  mails 
a  week  to  Kaskaskia  and  St.  Louis,  I  must,  observe,  that  much  will 
depend  on  the  sum  demanded  for  transporting  a  second  weekly  mail 
to  said  places,  as  soon  as  I  obtain  answers  to  my  enquiries  on 
that  subject,  I  shall  do  myself  the  honour  of  addressing  you  on 
that  Subject. 

R.  J.  Meigs  Jr. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  HENRY  CLAY 
[NA:TD,  Sec.  Lets,  to  Congress,  E,  vol.  61 

T.  D.  22°"  Dec'  1817 
The  Hon:  The  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  Rep» 

Sir,  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  whom  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Bate  was  referred  by  a  Resolution  of  the  Ho:  of  Rep'  of  the 
15""  inst" — has  the  honor  to  Report — that  the  Petitioner  did  on  the 
17'"  day  of  March  1814  lease  from  the  U.  States  from  the  term  of  three 
years  the  public  salt  works  on  the  Wabash  in  the  Illinois  territory 
upon  the  terms  and  conditions  set  forth  in  the  said  petition. 

That  the  Petitioner  claims  relief  upon  three  grounds — 1"  That  in 
the  months  of  April  &  May  1815  the  Ohio  River  rose  to  a  hight  never 
known  before  and  that  the  salt  works  were  consequently  inundated 
for  a  great  length  of  time  during  those  months,  so  as  to  be  not  only 
incapable  of  being  worked,  but  that  great  and  serious  injury  was  done 
to  the  permanent  works  and  improvements  which  had  been  previously 
erected  and  for  which  he  had  paid  a  large  sum  of  money 

2°"  That  independent  of  the  loss  thus  incurred  the  inundations  of 
the  Ohio  still  further  operated  to  his  injury  by  deteriorating  the  quality 

"  According  to  a  notation  in  the  next  entry  in  Letter  Book  X  a  similar  letter 
was  sent  to  William  Morrison  on  the  same  date. 
»  Not  found. 
"  Houte  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  51. 
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of  the  water  from  which  the  salt  was  manufactured  and  by  diminishing 
the  quantity  produced  by  the  wells  from  which  the  supply  was 
obtained. 

And  3'''*  That  in  consequence  of  the  deterioration  of  the  quality 
and  the  diminution  of  the  quantity  of  the  water,  it  became  necessary 
to  greatly  increase  the  permanent  works,  in  order  to  make  the  quantity 
of  salt  stipulated  by  the  lease,  and  that  the  works  consequently,  were 
greatly  increased  at  a  very  heavy  expense  to  the  petitioner,  but  the 
previous  consent  of  the  Government  was  not  obtained  as  required  by 
the  conditions  of  the  lease.  That  altho  the  previous  consent  of  the 
Government  was  not  expressly  given,  the  petitioner  conceives  himself 
entitled  to  indemnity  for  the  improvements  which  he  made  of  a  per- 
manent nature,  inasmuch  as  they  were  made  with  the  knowledge  and 
implied  consent  of  the  agent  of  the  Government  residing  near  the 
premises,  and  the  Government  itself  upon  being  notified  of  the  defect 
did  not  notify  its  dissent  or  disapprobation. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  testimony  offered  by  the 
petitioner  has  been  taken  with  the  express  view  to  the  establishment 
of  his  claim  to  relief,  and  that  no  cross  examination  of  the  witnesses 
on  the  part  of  the  U.  States  has  been  had.  Admitting  however  that 
the  evidence  offered  is  unimpeachable,  the  fact  of  an  extraordinary 
inundation  in  the  river  Ohio  at  the  time  alleged  in  the  petition,  which 
overflowed  the  salt  works  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  months  of 
April  and  May,  by  which  the  manufacture  of  salt  was  entirely  sus- 
pended, appears  to  be  well  established. 

By  the  same  testimony  it  satisfactorily  appears  that  the  quality  of 
the  water  from  the  time  of  that  inundation  thro'  the  remainder  of 
the  term  was  greatly  deteriorated  and  that  the  quantity  was  consider- 
ably diminished. 

That  the  quality  of  the  water  for  some  time  after  the  inundation 
should  be  considerably  injured  might  have  been  reasonably  antici- 
pated even  in  the  absence  of  positive  testimony,  but  that  the  quantity 
should  also  have  been  affected  in  the  same  or  in  any  degree  cannot  be 
so  readily  conceived  and  must  therefore  depend  upon  the  credence  to 
which  the  evidence  is  entitled. 

As  the  improvements  which  the  Petitioner  alleges  he  made  in  the 
salt  works  during  the  time  he  had  them  in  possession  would  have  been 
a  legal  charge  against  the  Government  if  the  consent  of  the  Executive 
had  been  obtained,  this  claim  under  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case,  would  have  been  allowed  in  the  settlement  of  the  petitioners 
accoimt,  had  that  been  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  adjustment. 

Upon  the  propriety  of  granting  relief  upon  the  two  first  grounds 
upon  which  the  petitioner  rests  his  application,  the  house  of  Repre- 
sentatives is  much  better  qualified  to  judge  than  the  Secretary  of  the 
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Treasury.  Testing  this  claim  however  by  those  rules  which  govern 
the  Transactions  of  Individuals,  it  may  well  be  doubted  whether  the 
petitioner  is  entitled  to  the  relief  which  he  claims. 

Had  the  Earthquakes  and  inundations  to  which  the  change  in  the 
water  injurious  to  the  petitioner  is  ascribed,  improved  its  quality  and 
quantity,  in  as  great  a  degree  as  it  is  alleged  that  it  has  been  injured, 
it  is  not  presumed  that  the  U.  States  could  have  established  its  claim 
even  in  a  court  of  equity  to  a  proportional  increase  of  the  rent  stipu- 
lated to  be  paid  by  the  lessee. 

If  this  opinion  be  correct  the  rule  by  which  relief  is  to  be  granted 
is  this  case,  is  arbitrarj%  always  operating  to  the  injury  and  never  to 
the  benefit  of  the  Government.  By  comparing  the  rent  agreed  to 
be  given  by  the  Petitioner  with  that  which  had  been  previously 
given,  and  which  is  now  proposed  to  be  given,  it  is  believed  that  he 
made  an  improvident  contract,  which  together  with  the  accidents 
which  occurred  during  the  term  of  his  lease,  will  subject  him  to  great 
loss,  if  not  eventual  ruin,  unless  relief  to  some  extent  be  granted. 

How  far  considerations  of  this  nature  ought  to  influence  the  decision 
of  his  case  is  not  here  the  subject  of  enquiry.  The  case  of  the  Petitioner 
which  is  exempt  from  all  immorality,  the  loss  which  he  will  sustain  by 
this  improvidence,  and  by  casualties  beyond  his  control  seem  to  jus- 
tify the  exercise  of  as  much  liberality  in  his  favor  as  in  any  case  which 
will  probably  be  presented  to  the  consideration  of  Congress  *^ — 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


PETER  KIMMEL  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 
[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters:  ALS] 

Pittsburgh  Dec.  22  1817. 

Sir  I  beg  leave  to  remind  you  of  the  conversation  we  held  at 
Kaskaskias  some  time  ago,  relative  to  setting  up  a  printing  establish- 
ment at  that  place.  I  have  now  determined  to  prosecute  that  con- 
templated design,  and  wish,  through  your  influence,  to  obtain  the 
printing  of  the  United  States  Laws  for  Illinois  Territory.  I  shall  be 
enabled  to  be  there,  with  an  office  complete  in  all  respects,  by  Spring — 

The  Secretary  of  State,  I  am  informed,  has  the  dispensing  of  this 
business.  I  would  wish  therefore  that  you  would  have  the  authori- 
tative letter  sent  on  to  me,  here,  as  I  intend  to  put  the  laws  all  into 
type  before  I  break  up  my  present  establishment.  Thereby  I  shall 
be  enabled  to  publish  the  first  number  of  the  "Illinois  Emigrant",  for 
such  I  intend  to  call  it  in  a  week  or  two  after  I  arrive. 


"  See  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Bate,  approved  Apr.  3,  1818  (6  Stat.  201). 
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Singleton  has  gone  to  Kaskaskias,  and  took  with  him  several  families, 
which,  as  he  writes  me  from  St.  Louis,  are  all  safe  arrived.  My 
Brother-in-law,  Ankeny,  has  sold  out  in  this  country,  and  is  going  to 
Brownsville  in  March  next  with  eight  or  ten  families,  which  will  con- 
siderably contribute  towards  settling  that  town.  I  shall  put  up  my 
office  either  in  Shawnetown  or  Brownsville,  but  I  think  in  the  latter 
place,  as  all  my  friends  seem  to  have  gone  there. 

Please  write  to  me  as  soon  as  you  can  make  it  convenient,  in  order 
that  I  may  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  removal.  And,  in 
conclusion.  Sir,  accept  my  warmest  wishes,  and  believe  your  most 
humble  and  obt.  Servant, 

Peter  Kimmel 

P.S.  Should  you  obtain  the  Said  Laws,  Please  subscribe  to  the 
national  Intelligencer,  from  the  commencement  of  this  session  of 
Congress,  and  I  will  Settle  with  you  when  I  see  you  in  the  Spring. 

Hon.  Nathaniel  Pope,  Esq    Washington  City 

[Addressed]  Hon.  Nathaniel  Pope,  Esq.  Member  of  the  House  of 
Representatives.  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Pitts^  Dec  22 
Free 


CHARLES  JOUETT  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN 
TERRITORY 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  ii] 

Chicago  1"  January  1818 
Sir,  I  cannot  despatch  the  express,  without  giving  you  some 
account  of  the  Situation  I  have  chosen  for  M'  Kinzie's  residence. 
Fox  River  enters  the  Ellinois  about  Eighty  Miles,  and  twenty  below 
the  junction  of  the  River  Duplain  and  Kankekee,  the  facilities  these 
two  Rivers  affords  to  Lake  Michigan  by  Short  portages  to  Chicago, 
and  St.  Joseph  of  Lake  Michigan,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Joseph  the 
northren  fork  of  the  Miami,  and  from  thence  to  Erie  or  the  Big  Miami 
gives  it  an  importance  unrivalled  in  a  Commercial  Point  of  View. 
Fox  River  rises  one  hundred  miles  north  of  its  mouth  near  the  head 
of  Rocky  River  to  the  West,  and  a  short  distance  from  Milliwakee 
east,  running  through  a  fine  fertile  Country  with  no  interruptions  to 
its  navigation,  affording  at  its  Mouth  an  elevated  healthy  situation 
scarsely  suppassed  in  any  Country,  immediately  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  an  inexhaustible  coal  mine,  and  directly  on  the  Indian  road  leading 
from  Mississippi  to  the  Lakes. — The  great  importance  of  facilitating 
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the  Communication  of  the  lakes  to  the  Mississippi,  renders  this  spot 

strikingly  legible  for  a  Military  establishment.     I  write  in  haste.*' 

I  am  your  Obed'  Servant  C.  Jouett  I.  A.  U.  S. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO  AND  JOHN  STREET 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

G.L.O.  3"  Jan^  1818 
Thomas  Sloo  Esq'  John  Street  Esq'  Shawneetown— 

Sirs,  I  reply  to  your  letter  of  6'"  Ult°  '* — That  I  apprehend  the 
map  of  the  surveys  of  the  road  from  Shawneetown  to  Kaskaskia  which 
you  say  was  sent  last  spring,  never  arrived,  for  I  have  no  recollection 
of  it,  find  no  trace  of  it,  and  if  it  had  been  received  I  should  have 
acknowledged  the  receipt,  unless  some  press  of  business  caused  an 
omission  of  such. acknowledgment — Please  to  send  a  copy. 
I  am  &c. 

Perhaps  you  sent  the  survey  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who 
appointed  the  commissioners. 


MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  BY  THE  HIBERNIAN  SOCIETY 

OF  BALTIMORE 

[NA:SF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.iDS] 

[January  20,  1818] 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  the  house  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States,  in  Congress  assembled. 

We  the  members  of  the  Hibernian  Society  of  Baltimore  actuated 
by  motives  of  affection  and  humanity  to  our  fellow  men  and  by  the 
sincerest  attachment  to  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  these  United 
States  would  respectfully  exercise  the  right  of  Citizens,  in  submitting 
to  Congress  this  brief  memorial  and  representation  of  our  sentiments, 
and  wishes  on  a  subject  already  brought  before  your  honorable  body. 

Having  often  witnessed  with  poignant  commiseration  the  hardships 
and  difficulties  of  emigrants  from  Ireland  on  their  arrival  in  this 
Country,  we  could  not  but  regret  that  our  association  was  too  con- 
fined &  our  means  too  disproportionate  to  remove  present  obstacles 
and  point  the  industrious  stranger  to  a  more  permanent  home,  in  a 
climate  congenial  with  his  constitution  amidst  lands  not  very  dis- 
similar to  those  he  had  been  accustomed  to  till  and  among  inhabitants 
whose  manners  and  habits  nearly  resembled  his  own.^For  however 

"  See  also  Jouett  to  Cass,  same  date  (NA.OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii),  relative  to 
routine  financial  matters,  and  further  concerning  Kinzie's  location  as  sub-agent. 
"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  S). 
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hospitable  and  generous  the  American  people  are,  the  stranger  too 
frequently  finds  the  difference  of  birth  place  and  education  removes 
to  a  wide  distance  the  members  of  the  human  family.  The  emigrant 
arriving  without  a  previous  plan  and  generally  with  very  limited  means, 
is  tossed  about  by  uncertainty,  dissipating  time  and  money  in  hopes 
of  fortunate  accidents,  or  losing  them  by  rash  adventiu-es.  These 
inconveniencies  the  educated  emigrant  may  bear  with  fortitude,  with- 
out yielding  to  despair,  or  sinking  into  vice;  but  experience  proves, 
that  it  is  far  otherwise  with  the  laborious  rustic,  who,  without  educa- 
tion, lacks  moral  courage  and  is  unfortified  against  the  shocks  of 
adversity.  Loitering  about  Seaport  towns  for  want  of  a  better 
destiny  in  the  Country,  he  procures  employment,  perhaps  during 
summer,  but  remains  idle  through  the  winter,  wasting  his  hard  earn- 
ings, sacrificing  his  time,  vitiating  his  morals  and  poisoning  his  health. 
When  spring  returns,  this  victim  of  dissipation  cannot  cheerfully  re- 
sume his  wonted  labors  and  is  disqualified  from  joining  in  the  exhiler- 
ating  hum  of  vernal  industry.  He  is  no  longer  animated  by  health  or 
nerved  with  strength,  and  instead  of  contributing  to  the  general  fund 
of  wealth  becomes  a  dronish  depredator  upon  it.  Yet  under  a  more 
auspicious  direction  this  unfortunate  being  might  have  retained  his 
morality  and  energy  and  by  producing  more  than  he  consumed  have 
furnished  his  quota  of  that  surplus  produce  which  constitutes  the 
foundation  of  public  wealth  the  material  of  exchange  and  the  source 
of  commerce. 

Omitting  all  fiirther  arguments  founded  on  the  duty  of  legislators 
to  sustain  morality  we  would  more  particularly  dwell  on  the  impor- 
tance of  productive  labor.  Soliciting  the  attention  of  Congress  to  this 
part  of  the  subject,  we  are  confident  that  our  application  will  be 
placed  on  impregnable  ground  and  that  in  acceding  to  our  petition 
your  honorable  body  will  become  no  less  the  benefactors  of  the  United 
States  than  the  friend  of  the  stranger.  The  profoundest  writers  on 
political  economy  dispute,  to  this  day,  on  the  comparative  productive- 
ness of  various  species  of  human  labor,  but  all  agree  that  labor  is 
the  prop  of  social  prosperity  and  that  one  nation  is  more  powerful  and 
wealthy  than  another,  provided  they  have  equally  good  governments, 
exactly  in  proportion  as  the  one  contains  more  productive  labourers 
than  the  other.  England  can  indirectly  lay  half  the  globe  under 
tribute  because  in  addition  to  her  quantimi  of  manual  labor  performed 
by  her  working  class  of  people,  she  also  supplants  or  supplies  the  work 
of  three  millions  of  hands  by  her  labor  saving  machinery  and  hence  the 
prosperity  of  her  manufactiu-es.  If  the  United  States  cannot  success- 
fully compete  with  Great  Britain  in  manufacturing  skill  and  labor, 
untill  we  can  obtain  a  denser  population  and  behold  the  wilderness 
smiling  under  the  hands  of  cultivation;  Your  honorable  body  will  not 
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fail  to  perceive  the  policy  of  extending  our  agriculture — that  in  the 
progress  of  society  we  may  approximate  towards  the  manufacturing 
state,  multiply  domestic  intercourse  and  become  independent  of  for- 
eign nations  as  well  for  raiment  as  for  food. 

Your  memoralists  therefore  impressed  with  the  strongest  conviction 
of  the  reciprocal  advantages  to  the  state  and  the  labourers,  most 
earnestly  solicit  your  honorable  body  to  assign  a  tract  of  land  in  the 
Illinois  Territory  to  be  cultivated  by  emigrants  from  Ireland  and  paid 
for  by  the  same  on  a  more  extended  credit  than  ordinar\\  In  request- 
ing an  enlightened  Congress  to  legislate  on  this  subject  we  are  con- 
vinced that  their  so  doing  would  promote  the  public  good,  thousands 
of  robust  and  laborious  emigrants  would  flock  to  the  new  settlement 
equally  ready  to  subdue  the  soil,  or  the  enemies  of  their  adopted 
country;  for  they  remember  their  kindred  already  here  and  will  be 
grateful  to  Congress  for  completing  the  links  of  their  union  while 
cementing  our  own.  We  sincerely  hope  that  Congress  will  avail 
itself  of  the  spirit  of  emigration  now  prevailing  in  Ireland  among  the 
labouring  and  industrious  class  of  farmers  or  Yeomanr>'  of  that  op- 
pressed Countrj',  and  we  trust  that  they  will  take  especial  precaution 
to  prevent  speculation  in  the  lands  of  the  contemplated  settlement,  so 
as  to  secure  each  little  farm  to  the  actual  cultivator  in  full  property. 

We  are  induced  to  recommend  a  settlement  in  this  exclusive  manner, 
from  beholding  the  felicity  and  comfort  enjoyed  by  New  Englanders, 
Germans  and  Swiss.  From  emigrants  of  the  same  early  habits  thus 
settling  together,  a  thousand  fibres  of  the  heart  remain  unbroken,  a 
thousand  feelings  of  their  nature  are  thus  protected  from  violence  and 
mutual  toil  and  travail  are  cheered  by  mutual  sjTupathy,  all  evils  are 
alleviated  all  enjoyments  encreased  by  companionship  such  is  our 
social  nature. 

On  taking  the  subject  of  this  petition  into  consideration  we  feel 
confident  that  Congress  will  approve  of  the  project  in  proportion  to 
the  degree  in  which  they  investigate  it.  They  will  confer  comfort 
and  happiness  on  multitudes  and  at  the  same  time  increase  the 
strength  and  resourses  of  the  nation.  They  will  erect  a  barrier  of 
Irish  materials  on  the  frontiers  and  thus  add  to  the  general  security 
of  the  union. 

Should  your  honorable  body  grant  the  petition  of  your  memorialists 
we  have  sub.stantial  reason  to  believe  that  many  families  of  opulence 
long  resident  in  this  country  would  purchase  plantations  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  contemplated  settlement  and  thus  enhance  the 
value  of  the  public  lands  in  that  quarter. 

Trusting  that  your  honorable  body  will  see  this  business  in  a  light, 
advantageous,  as  well  to  the  United  States,  as  to  the  party  petitioned 
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for,  we  most  respectfully  resign  the  subject  into  your  hands  and  your 
memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  pray  &c. 

Signed  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  Hibernian  Society  of  Baltimore  by 
the  Officers  thereof  agreeably  to  order  at  a  public  meeting  of  the 
Society  held  on  the  20'"  day  of  January  1818— 

Luke  Tiernan    President 

John  Kelso    Vice  President 

John  Glendy    Chaplain 

George  Brown  M.  D.    Physician 

Sam'  J.  Donaldson    Councellor 

Stewart  Brown    Treasurer 

W"  Young    Secretary 

Sam'  Harden         ] 

Th'  Kelso 

Martin  F.  MaherL. 

JN"  Sullivan  Managers. 

David  Burke 
John  Hanna 

[Endorsed]  15  Cong  1  Sess.  Memorial  of  Luke  Tiernan  and  others 
in  behalf  of  the  Hibernian  Society  of  Baltimore,  praying  that  a 
tract  of  land  may  be  assigned  in  the  Illinois  territory,  for  the  use  of 
Emigrants  from  Ireland— 1818.  Feb''  17  Read  and  refd  to  Com'*  of 
Public  Lands.*^ 


THE  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN  TERRITORY  TO  CHARLES 
JOUETT 

[NA:0IA,  Cass  Letter  Book  ii] 

Detroit  January  22"*  1818 

Sir,  Your  two  drafts  upon  me  have  been  paid,  but  you  will 
please  to  refrain  from  drawing  any  more  upon  me,  till  the  next  ap- 
propriation shall  be  made  by  Congress  and  we  shall  be  enable  to  as- 
certain the  sums  to  be  divided  among  the  different  Agencies. — The 
President  has  determined  that  the  trade  of  foreigners  with  the  In- 
dians living  in  the  United  States  shall  cease. — You  will  therefore 
issue  no  licence  to  any  foreigner  to  trade  with  the  Indians  nor  permit 
an  American  Citizen  licenced  to  trade  to  take  with  him  or  to  send 
into  the  Indian  Country  any  foreigner. — 

The  prohibition  to  be  effectual  must  be  universal  and  their  entrance 
into  the  Country  either  as  principals  or  as  engagees  must  be  wholly 
checked. — The  President  not  thinking  proper  to  exercise  the  discre- 
tion, with  which  he  is  vested  by  the  act  of  Congress  entitled.  An  Act 
Supplementary  to  the  act  passed  the  Thirtieth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  Eight  hundred  and  two  to  regulate  trade  and  intercourse 

"  Senate  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  172. 
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mth  the  Indian  Tribes  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontiers"  passed 
April  29'"  1816,"  The  provisions  of  that  act  will  regulate  the  ex- 
clusion of  foreigners  and  your  own  duties  respecting  it. — 

I  will  thank  you  to  cause  the  accompanying  letter  to  Col°  Bowyer  *' 
to  be  transmitted  to  him  " 

I  am  Sir  With  much  respect  Yo.  Ob.  Servt. 

Charles  Jouett  Esquire  Indian  Agent  Chicago 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters:  ALS] 

Washington  Jan^  22°<'  1818 
Sir     I  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  withhold  the  inclosed  letter  from 
your  consideration  •' — Yet  I  suppose  M'  Kimmel's  application  will 
fail  at  least  until  he  shall,  in  fact,  have  erected  his  establishment  in 
the  Territory — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully  Y*^  ob'  Serv' 

Nat  Pope 

[Addressed]    The  Hon"'*  John  Quincy  Adams    Present 

[Endorsed]    Pope  Nath'    Jan:  22.     1818    Rec"  same  day. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  DELEGATE  POPE 

[NA:SD,  Dom.  Letters,  XV1I:C] 

23  Jan^  1818. 
Nathaniel  Pope,  of  the  House  of  Rep" 

Sir,  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  letter  of  yesterday,  en- 
closing one  from  M'  Peter  Kimmel,  printer  at  Pittsburg,  which 
contains  a  request  that  a  newspaper,  to  be  called  the  "Illinois  Emi- 
grant", and  which  is  to  be  established  in  the  Illinois  Territory  under 
his  Editorship,  may  be  authorized  to  publish  the  laws  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress.  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  an 
official  authorization  will  be  sent  to  M"^  Kimmel,  accordingly,  and  that 


••  3  Stat.  332-333. 

«'  Same  date  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii),  printed,  W.H.C..  xx,  16-17,  similar 
to  the  above,  but  containing  in  addition  a  discussion  of  the  regulations  concern- 
ing the  prohibition  of  spirituous  liquors  in  the  Indian  country.  Cf.  post,  p.  590. 
Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  738.  See  also  Cass  to  PuthufI,  Bowyer  and  Jouett, 
Apr.  23,  1818  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  II),  printed,  W.H.C.,  XX,  42-47,  relative 
to  foreign  traders. 

8«  Acknowledged  Mar.  2,  1818  (NA,  OIA,  Cass  Let.  Bk.  ii). 

••  Ante,  p.  556. 
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the  National  Intelligencer,  which  contains  the  first  public  copy  of 
the  laws,  will  be  regularly  forwarded  to  him  during  the  session. 

— J.Q.A. 

THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHT 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

27th.  Jan.  1818. 
W.  C.  Vaught  Esq.  P.  M.  Shawanoetown  111 

Sir.  Yours  of  the  26th  is  received,'"  how  many  trips  has  Edrington 
actually  failed,  in  the  month  of  Decem'  1817 — and  the  present  month, 
in  duly  arriving  at  your  office,  and  when  did  the  failures  occur — 

R.  J.  Meigs.  J. 


SECRETARY  PHILIPS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  lU.  Terr.  Papers  :ALS] 

Kaskaskia— Illinois  Territory  27"'  Jan"^  1818 — 
Sir    Herewith  Enclosed  I  have  the  Honor  of  transmitting  to  your 
Department,  A  Copy  of  the  Laws  of  this  Territory  °' 
Respectfully  Sir  your  most  obed'  Hum  Servant 

Joseph  Philips 
Secretary  of  I — Territory 
Hon'  John  Q  Adams 

[Addressed]    The  Hon'  John  Quincey  Adams,  Secretary  of  State 
Washington-City 

[Endorsed]    Philips  Jos :  Jan.  27. 1818.    Secy  of  Illinois  Reed  March 
20.'' 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 

[NA:WD,SW,  Letters  to  the  President,  I] 

Department  of  War,  January  28""  1818. 
Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  propose  for  your  approbation,  the  appoint- 
ment of  Augustus  Chouteau,  as  a  Commissioner  to  treat  with  the 
Illinois,  Kickapoos,  Pottowatimies,  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  within 
the  Illinois  territory,  vice  Governor  William  Clark,  who  hath  declined 
an  acceptance  of  the  said  appointment. 
J.C.C. 

•0  Not  found. 

•'  Enclosure  missing. 

"  Acknowledged  post,  p.  580. 


564  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

THE    GOVERNOR    OF    MISSOURI    TERRITORY    TO    THE 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  C14:ALS1 

Washington  City  January  28"'  1818 

Sir  I  have  been  informed  that  Gov''  Edwards  and  myself  have 
been  commissioned  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  certain  Lands 
within  the  Illinois  Territorj';  The  importance  of  the  object  render 
it  (in  my  oppinion)  necessary  that  there  should  be  as  little  delay  as 
possible  in  effecting  it — And  as  it  will  be  entirely  out  of  my  power 
to  return  in  time,  to  join  in  the  Necessary  Arrangements  before  the 
Indians  disperse — I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  Acting  as  a  Commis- 
sioner, and  Recommend  that  Col.  August  Chouteau  be  Associated  with 
Governor  Edwards.'^— 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  Mo.  Ob'  H'  Sert 

Wm  Clark 

The  Hon'»  The  Sect"  of  War 

[Endorsed]  Washington  City  28  Jany  1818.  Gov  W"  Clarke  re- 
signs the  app'  of  Com"^  to  Treat  with  the  Indians  &  recomds  Col. 
A.  Chouteau  Jany  1818.  

JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

Feb.  2°"  1818, 
Hon.  W°  H.  Crawford    Sec*'  of  the  Treasury— 

Sir,  I  enclose  with  this  a  Letter  from  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Missouri  and  Illinois.'* — His  Ideas  of  the  true  meaning  of  the  law 
of  Feb*'  28.  1806,''  are,  I  think,  such,  that  it  would  be  improper  to 
make  a  decision  without  the  approbation  of  the  Head  of  the  Depart- 
ment.— The  Sun-eyor  General  wishes  an  early  decision,  that  if  it 
should  not  accord  with  his  \news  of  the  subject  it  may  be  laid  before 
Congress 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 


•«  See  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Chouteau  Mar.  7,  1818,  transmitting  a  com- 
mission (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D). 

'*  Letter  not  identified. 

"  2  Stat.  352-353,  extending  the  powers  of  the  surveyor  general  to  Louisiana 
Territory. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JOSEPH  EDRINGTON 

[NA:PO,P.M.  Letter  Book  X] 

Feb.  2"  1818. 
M'  Joseph  Edrington  Frankfort  Ky. 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  15th  ult.'^  in  reply  to  mine  of  Decern"'  22"* 
is  received/'  I  Close  with  your  office  for  transporting  two  mails  a 
week  between  Bairdstown  and  Shawanoetown  for  $2,244  a  year  or 
$748,  for  the  second  weekly  mail,  the  last  sum  will  be  added  to  your 
pay,  to  begin  March  1"  next  when  you  will  carry  the  mail  as  follows, 
viz.  Leave  Bairsdtown  every  Sunday  &  Wednesday  at  4  a.m.  arrive 
at  Shawanoetown  the  next  Wednesday  and  Saturday  by  9  Am.  Leave 
there  same  days  by  3  P.M.  and  return  to  Bairdstown  the  next  Saturday 
and  Wednesday  by  7  PM.  performing  each  entire  within  a  week,  you 
will  regulate  your  arrival  at  intermediate  offices  by  the  present 
Schudule  as  to  speed  of  travel,  to  meet  this  arrangement  you  will 
leave  Frankfort  every  Tuesday  at  4  a.m.  arrive  at  Bairdstown  the 
same  day  by  7  P.M.  leave  there  the  next  morning  at  8  AM.  arrive 
at  Frankfort  the  same  day  by  8  PM.  Leave  Shelbyville  every  Saturday 
by  noon,  arrive  at  Bairdstown  same  day  by  7  PM,  leave  same  every 
Sunday  at  6  Am.  arrive  at  Shelbyville  same  day  by  3  P.M.  You  have 
been  often  apprised  of  you  carriers  negligence,  you  therefore  need 
not  feel  surprised  that  if  a  route  be  improperly  carried,  shall  be 
annulld  without  further  notice. 

R.J.  Meigs. 


THE   POSTMASTER   GENERAL  TO  WILLIAM  C.  VAUGHT 

[NA:PO,P.M.  Letter  Book  X] 

3"  Feb.  1818. 
William  C.  Vaught.  Esq.  P.  M  Shawanoetown  Ind.'* 

Sir,  The  Bairdstown  mail  on  and  after  the  first  of  next  month  is 
to  arrive  at  your  office  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  by  9  Am. 
and  the  same  mail  is  to  depart  on  the  same  days  by  3  p.m.  each  mail 
is  then  to  be  carried  between  your  office  and  Bairdstown  within  seven 
days,  on  what  terms  could  those  mails  be  transported  by  a  faithful! 
and  able  Citizen  of  your  place  twice  each  week,  each  mail  to  go  and 
to  return  within  seven  days,  I  make  this  enquiry  from  a  presumption 
that  the  present  contractor  wants  energy. 

R.  J.  Meigs  J' 

"  Not  found. 
"  Not  found. 
"  Error  for  Illinois. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  NATHANIEL  POPE 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X) 

General  Post  Office  ith.  Feb'  1818. 
HoNL.  Nathaniel  Pope    M.  H.  Representatives, 

Sir,  I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  M'  Radcliffs  letter,"  that 
Jordon  who  he  mentions,  in  connection  with  one  Adams,  agreed  to 
transport  the  mail  between  Vincennes  and  Shawanoetown,  at  too  small 
a  sum,  as  we  suppose,  we  however  agreed  to  give  all  they  asked,  they 
have  abandoned  the  route  we  suppose,  if  so  the  Post  master  of  Vin- 
cennes, has  special  charge  to  employ  a  person  to  transport  a  mail  on 
that  route,  immediately  for  and  on  account  of  this  office. 

R.  J.  Meigs  J' 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  GEORGE  R.  C.  SULLIVAN 
[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

4th.  Feb.  1818. 
Geo.  R.  C.  Sullivan  Esq.  P.  M.  Vincennes  Ind. 

Sir  Caleb  Jordon  and  W.  Adams  of  Palmyra  stipulated  to  carry 
the  mail  between  your  office  and  Shawanoetown,  on  post  route  180.  do 
they  carry  said  mail,  if  not  I  wish  you  to  engage  a  person  to  carry 
said  mail  once  a  week  at  $600.  a  year  let  him  begin  immediately,  and 
let  me  know  his  name  &c.  a  contract  will  then  be  forwarded  for  him 
to  execute.  John  Jackson  stipulated  to  carry  the  mail  on  post  route 
178.  once  a  week  has  he  done  so,  Mathew  Lyon  was  to  carry  the  mail 
on  post  route  179.  if  a  failure  happens  on  either  route,  I  pray  you 
promptly  to  dispatch  an  express  on  the  delinquent  route,  with  your 
mail  &  for  the  lost  mail  at  the  expence  of  this  office,  at  the  same  time 
you  will  advise  us  of  the  act,  that  we  may  charge  the  delinquent 
contractor  with  the  expence  will  you  favor  me  with  a  reply 

R.  J.  Megs 


PETITION  TO  CONGRESS  BY  INHABITANTS  OF  THE 
TERRITORY 

[NA:HF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:DSl 

[Referred  February  5,  1818] 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  Congress  assembled. 
The  Petetion  of  the  subscribers  mostly  Citizens  of  the  Illinois 
Territory  respectfully  represents  to  your  honorable  Bodies  that  in  the 
year  1777,  or  1778  Col  George  R  Clark  then  commanding  a  Regiment 
under  the  State  of  Virginia  made  an  expedition  against  Kaskaskia  and 

••  Not  seen. 
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the  Country  on  the  Eastern  borders  of  the  Mississippi  and  took 
peacible  possession  thereof  in  the  name  of  the  State  of  Virginia  and 
the  United  States.  Your  Petetioner  beg  leave  to  remind  yoiu*  honorable 
bodies  that  the  Country  here  spoken  of  was  a  part  of  the  British 
Empire  and  that  at  that  Period  the  Thirteen  Colonies  were  engaged 
in  an  arduous  contest  with  the  Mother  Country  for  freedom  and  that 
the  result  was  doubtful.  Your  Petetioner  also  remark  that  the  In- 
habitants of  this  Country  sympathized  with  the  American  People 
in  the  reason  and  feelings  that  impeled  them  to  serve  the  Bonds  that 
had  united  them  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  They  wished  well 
to  the  cause  of  the  Colonies  that  when  the  Commandant  at  Kaskaskia 
suspected  that  Col.  Clark  would  direct  his  movements  against  that 
place  he  called  together  the  leading  Inhabitants  and  asked  them  if 
they  would  take  up  arms  against  the  Colonies  and  in  favour  of  Great 
Britain,  they  answered  that  they  would  not.  In  consequence  of 
which  Col  Clark  took  possession  of  this  Country  without  firing  a 
Gun  and  was  greeted  with  the  acclamation  of  the  Inhabitants  and 
with  a  force  entirely  enadequate  if  they  had  been  hostile  to  him. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1779  Col  Clark  learned  that  Governor 
Hamilton  from  Canada  had  taken  Post  at  Vincennes  and  was  en- 
deavouring with  great  prospect  of  success  to  form  a  grand  Coahtion 
between  the  Northern  and  Southern  Indians  for  the  purpose  of  sweep- 
ing the  whole  western  Country  of  whites  and  driving  them  beyond  the 
mountains  Upon  that  he  conceived  the  bold  design  to  surprise 
Hamilton  in  his  Post  before  his  arrangements  were  matured.  But  his 
force  was  unsufRcient  in  this  delemma  he  appealed  to  the  love  of  liberty 
of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country  He  did  not  appeal  in  vain  a 
number  of  Young  men  Volunteered  under  his  Banners.  They  marched 
across  the  Countr>%  Surprised  and  took  Hamilton  and  all  his  Indian 
Goods  and  thereby  saved  the  West.  Your  Petitioner  were  among  the 
Volunteers  on  that  critical  and  important  expedition.  They  have  seen 
the  United  States  with  a  liberality  becoming  a  People  meaning  to 
be  great  and  beloved.  Remunerate  in  money  and  land  all  who  aided  in 
atchie\ang  their  glorious  revolution:  but  your  Petetioners  have  not 
participated  in  that  bounty.  The  Treaty  of  1783  which  gave  Inde- 
pendince,  wealth  and  happiness  to  the  United  States  had  a  Contrary 
effect  upon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Country.  The  Mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  belonged  to  Spain  and  of  the  S'  Lawrence  to  England 
The  sources  of  wealth  and  trade  was  diverted  from  this  Country. 
It  was  too  far  remote  from  the  seat  of  Government  to  enjoy  its  general 
influence.  This  trade  was  destroyed,  and  the  People  thereby  reduced 
to  indigence.  They  have  drained  the  Cup  of  penury  to  the  dregs. 
Under  these  circimistances  Your  Petitioners  humbly  lay  this  Case 
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before  your  honorable  bodies  in  the  hope  that  you  will  not  disregard 
their  claims  because  they  are  antiquated,  they  are  not  the  less  just 
on  that  account.  They  presume  to  ask  of  your  honorable  bodies  a 
small  donation  in  land,  as  few  of  them  are  able  procure  land  for  the 
support  of  their  families  and  your  Petetioners  as  in  duty  bound  will 
ever  pray.' 

his  hia 

Anthony    X     Peltier  B"  Gendron    X 

Mark  Mark 

his  h>* 

Michael     X     Peltier  Francois  Renouee  *     X 

Mark  M»flt 

hia  ^i^ 

Joseph     X     Barrutelle^  J.  B'"  Montreuil  »    X 

Mark  Mark 

hia  ^^'^ 

Mich '     X     Danis  Antoine  Lavigne    X 

Mark  ^^a'■•' 

his  '^'^ 

Jerome    X     Danis  B'Crelie"     X 

Mark  ^''"•'' 

hia  ^^ 

Peter    X     Godin  Louis  Seguin     X 

Mark  ^'"'< 

B'^janis    ansin'  B"  Seguin     X 

Joseph  Mark 

sa    X     M.rque  Joseph  Grenon     X 

Charleville  Mark 


Pierre     X     Provot 

Mark 


P.  Richar " 


[Endorsed]  Illinois  Territory — Volunteers  of  under  Gen'  Clarke 
February  5^1818  Ref''  to  the  Committee  on  the  public  Lands' 
Robertson  K"  H.  5.  pub  lands 


'  The  names  of  the  subscribers  to  this  document  and  those  in  the  list  appended 
to  the  succeeding  document  are  familiar  to  students  of  Illinois  history  during  the 
period  of  the  American  Revolution  and  its  aftermath  in  Illinois,  though  the 
spelling  may  be  poor  French.  With  exceptions  noted,  the  names  in  question 
will  be  found  in  the  indexes  of  one  or  more  of  the  following  works:  A.S.P.,  Pub. 
Lands,  II;  Alvord  (ed.),  Cahokia  Recs.,  1778-1790  (IHC,  II);  id.,  Kavkaskia  Recs., 
1778-1790  (IHC,  V);  Houck,  Span.  Reg.  in  Mo.,  ll:  id.,  Hist.  Mo.,  iil. 

'  Also  spelled  Barutel  or  Barutelle.  Footnotes  following  include  contemporary 
variants  of  other  names. 

»  Ensign. 

•  Roneaux,  Renaud,  or  Renous. 
'  Montureuil. 

•  Crely,  Creely,  or  Creilly. 
'  Richard. 

•  House  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  212, 
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[Enclosure] 
List  of  Volunteers  on  the  Expedition  of  Colonel  George  Rogers  Clark 

List  of  Men  who  Volunteered  and  went  on  an  Expedition  with  Col.  R 
Clark  from  Illinois  against  Post  Vincennes. 

Fi-ancois  Charleville 
Antoine  Peltier 
B'  Janis 

Nicholas  Lachance 
Joseph  Barutelle 
Pierre  Provat " 
Michel  Danis 
Jerome  Danis 
Joseph  Danis 
Bazile  Alarie  '" 
B'"  Gendron 
James  Curry 
Charles  Arnousse 

("or  dit  Leveill^) 
Jerome  Matisse  " 
J.  B'°  Montreuil 
Antoine  Lavigne 
Joseph  Richard 
Henry  Richard 
Joseph  Monum 
Daniel  Beloin  '- 
Michael  Doff 
Richard  M^Arty  '^ 
James  Canady 
Pierre  Richard 
Joseph  Grenon 
Francois  Derouard  " 


Charles  Coste 
E.  Pepin 
Joseph  DeSelle  '° 
Alexandre  LaLande 
Andr^  Lespagnolle 
B'"  Grille 
Louis  Seguin 
Michel  Peltier 
B'"  Seguin 
B'"  Monette  '« 
Joseph  Lavoinne  '' 
Joseph  Allarie 
Louis  Clairmon  '^ 
Louis  La  Coste 
Pierre  Godaire  '^ 
Alexis  Breson  * 
Poupard  Allarie 
Joseph  Allarie 
Frangois  Duchaineau 
Antoine  LaMarche 
Louis  LaMarche 
Antoine  Durant  " 
Joseph  Maisonville 
Charle  Germain 
B'°  Sans  Crainte 
Pierre  La  Fleurre  ^ 
Joseph  Mayent  ^* 


•  Both  Provet  and  Provost  appear  contemporaneously. 

'»  Alary  or  Allary. 

"  Mates,  a  land  claimant  at  Ste.  Genevieve,  La.  Terr. 

>2  Blouin. 

'3  M'Carty. 

"  Clearly  so  written.  There  was  a  Francois  Desrousses  dit  St.  Pierre,  of 
Kaskaskia. 

>'  Decelles,  of  Prairie  du  Rocher,  and  subsequently  of  Ste.  Genevieve,  La.  Terr. 

"  Notation  opposite  this  and  the  following  names  is,  "depuis  sig  jusqua  lafins  sai 
las  gens  des  KahoMa". 

"  The  names  Lavoie  and  Lavoy  were  common. 

's  Clermont. 

'"  Godair,  originally  of  Vincennes;  a  resident  of  Cape  Girardeau  in  1803. 

-"  Brisson. 

-'  Duchaneau. 

"  Durand. 

23  Lafleur. 

^*  Possibly  the  same  as  Joseph  Muyne, 
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Ren6  Bauvais  Francois  La  Pans6 

Francois  Renouee  -'  Antoine  La  Pans^ 

Janot  La  Pans6  **  Ren^  Jusomme 

Jean  Mary  Trotier  "  George  Hait 

Jean  Pepin  un  american  de  plus  qui  a  Son    fils 

B'"  Allarie  Resident   en   the   american    Bottome 

Clement  Allarie  Lt  Col  Bound  ma  dit  Son  nombs  et 

S'  Anee  Pilette  ^  "^^  '^'  aubligue  Je  vous  lenverrai 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D) 

Department  of  War,  10 •"  Feby.  1818. 
Gov  NiNiAN  Edwards.     Illinois  Territory. 

Sir,  M'  Boilvin  having  been  appointed  Indian  Agent  to  reside  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  which  is  within  the  limits  assigned  to  your  superin- 
tendence as  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  by  a  letter  from  this 
department,  dated  the  26'"  March  1817;-'  you  are,  therefore,  requested 
to  furnish  him  with  all  the  instructions  necessary  to  aid  him  in  the 
performance  of  the  duties  of  that  agency. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  JOSEPH  TROTIER 
[NA:P0,  p.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

General  Post  Office  Feb.  12.  1818. 
M'  Joseph  Trotier    Cahokia  111. 

Sir,  I  have  yours  of  the  10th  Ult.^"  as  you  state  that  you  began  to 
transport  the  mail,  on  the  10th  of  Nov.  last  it  is  much  to  be  regretted, 
that  you  had  not  earlier  apprized  this  office  of  the  fact,  before  pay- 
ment for  said  service  had  been  paid  for,  to  John  M'^Arthur,  if  the 
Postmasters  will  attest  to  the  fact  of  your  carrying  it,  in  consequence 
of  the  contractors  neglecting  to  provide  for  the  mails  transport,  if 
we  can  with  propriety,  we  will  pay  you  for  said  service,  you  can  be 
indulged  with  three  hours  more  time  for  arriveing  at  Cahokia  from 
Kaskaskia,  what  is  the  actual  annual  expence  for  your  two  Ferriages, 
if  you  did  not  actually  take  that  expence  into  view  in  your  calculation 
it  may  be  just  to  allow  you  therefor  if  you  in  good  faith  carry  the 
mail  according  to  Contract. 

R.  J.  Meigs  J. 


"  See  n.  4,  supra. 

"  Lapancl. 

"  Trottier. 

'»  Louis  dit  St.  Ange  Pillet. 

"  Ante,  p.  493.     Cf.  also  ante,  p.  398. 

•K  Not  found. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  571 

DELEGATE  POPE  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters  :ALS] 

Congress  Hall  Feb^  18'"  1818 
D'  Sir     I  am  requested  to  ask  you  to  forward  to  Pittsburg  the 
authoritj'  to  Peter  Kimmel  to  print  the  Laws  of  the  U.  States  in  the 
Illinois  Territory' — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  D'  Sir  Very  Respectfully  y''  ob'  Serv' 

Nat  Pope 

The  Hon.  John  Q.  Ad.ams. 

[Addressed]     The  Hon.  John  Q.  Adams     State  Department 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:0IA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  7'"  March,  1818. 
Governor,  Ninlvn  Edwards.    Kaskaskias — 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  Augustus  Chouteau, 
Esq''  has  been  appointed  a  commissioner  to  be  associated  with  you 
in  making  a  treaty  or  treaties  with  the  several  tribes  of  Indians  named 
in  yoiu"  Commission  transmitted  by  this  Department  on  the  1^'  of 
Novem'  last.^'  Mr.  Chouteau  is  appointed  in  the  place  of  Governor 
Clark,  who  has  declined  acting." 

The  placing  that  gentlemans  name  before  yours  in  the  instructions 
addressed  to  you  for  holding  the  treaty,  was  wholly  accidental,  and 
therefore  should  not  be  placed  to  an  intention  of  giving  him  a  prece- 
dence in  the  Commission.  It  is  hoped  this  explanation  will  be  satis- 
factory, and  that  your  Excellency  will  consent  to  act  as  Commissioner, 
as  the  President  is  desirous  to  avail  himself  of  your  talents  and  ex- 
perience in  concluding  the  treaty. 

The  objects  of  holding  a  treaty  are  explained  in  the  letter  of  the 
Acting  Secretary  of  War  to  you  and  Governor  Clark,  dated  the  1"  of 
Novem''  last."  IM'  Chouteau  is  directed  to  apply  to  you  for  informa- 
tion, as  to  the  time  and  place  of  holding  the  treaty. 

I  have  the  honor  &c.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 


«'  Ante,  p.  543. 

'-  See  Chouteau  to  Edwards,  Apr.  16,  1818  (Washburne,  ed.,  Edwards  Papers, 
CHC,  ra,  141-143),  acknowledging  a  letter  from  Edwards  of  Apr.  8  (not  seen), 
and  stating  his  intention  of  accepting  the  post  of  commissioner.  He  also  dis- 
cussed in  the  same  connection  the  problem  of  the  treaty. 

»  Ante,  p.  543. 
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AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO.Misc.  Letters  Reed.,  C:ALS] 

S'  Louis  March  the  8'"  1818 

Sir  By  a  letter  received  a  short  time  since  from  Mich'  Jones 
Esq'  of  Kaskaskias,  I  have  learned  the  necessity'  of  forwarding  directly 
to  your  department  the  proof  upon  which  my  claim  to  several  Patents 
that  are  soon  to  issue  from  your  office,  is  founded — In  obedience  to 
which,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  enclose  you  Notarial  Copies  of 
Original  Deeds  of  conveyance  now  in  my  possession,  (as  the  legal 
representative  of  Jean  Baptiste  Foumier)  which  will  serve  to  shew  you 
Sir,  that  certain  donation  claims  have  been  surrendered  in  payment 
for  publick  lands  by  persons  ha\'ing  no  legal  authority  to  do  so;  and 
who  can  have  now,  no  Just  pretensions  to  the  Patents  for  those  lands 
thus  purchased. — If  however  in  regard  to  these  clauus  any  additional 
proof  or  information  should  be  deemed  necessary  or  desirable,  I  would 
beg  of  you  the  favour  to  let  me  know  it;  &  you  may  rest  assured  it  will 
transmitted  without  delay. 

The  claim  of  Toussaint  Loulier  N°  742  was  located  Oct.  1"  1814, 
by  W"  H.  Bradsby,  On  N.  W.  &  S.  W  qr.  30,  T.  3  N— 7  W.  [A.]  and 
Dec'  7"'  1814,  on  S  E  Qr  30.  T.  3  N— 7  W.  &  N  W  qr.  7.  2  N.  6  W. 
[B.] 

Pierre  Dubois'  claim  N"  147  was  located  by  James  OHara  April 
25'"  1815,  On  N.  W  qr.  19.  S  W  q'.  18.  &  frac.  Sec.  31.  T.  10  S.  R.  3 
W.  [C] 

And  the  claim  of  Isadore  Lavoye,  as  follows  \az;  Sep'  10'"  1814, 
by  Robert  Farrar  160  Acres  N  E  q'  9.  1  N.  6  W.  [D.]— ^by  Miles 
Abemathy  160  Acres  S  E  q''  7.  1  N.  6  W.  [E.]  &  by  Henrj'  Hutton  80 
Acres  S  W  q'  4.  1  N.  6  W.  [F] — On  these  locations  I  conceive  myself 
Justly  entitled  to  receive  the  Patents,  as  the  legal  representative  of 
J.  B.  Foumier 

To  the  claim  of  Charles  Ledoux  herewith  forwarded,  I  have  not 
as  yet  heard  of  any  counter  pretensions.  When  that  claim  was  first 
submitted  with  the  others,  to  the  board  of  Commissioners  at  Kaskas- 
kias, they  declined  acting  upon  it,  as  also,  upon  the  claim  of  Toussaint 
Loulier — being  as  they  conceived,  without  their  Jurisdiction.  It  is 
now  included  with  the  others,  as  one  of  the  claims  of  Foumier,  with 
which  I  am  not  aware  that  any  thing  has  been  done  or  can  be  done, 
at  present;  and  which  it  may  become  necessary  to  trouble  your  honor 
on  some  future  occasion. 
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With  the  highest  considerations  of  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
Sir,  Your  Obd'  Ser\'' 

Aug"  Chouteau 

A.  Patented  "  D.  Patented 

B.  Not  E.  Patented 

C.  Not  F.  Patented 

The  Hob'*  Josiah  Meiggs 

this  was  not  received  ^' 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  8  ]\Iar  1818  Aug'  Chouteau  Caveat  Ags' 
patents  in  Illinois  Territ^  M"'  Brown  Have  patents  issued  for  Lands 
ment"^  within    See  within  Ans"^  16  Ap'  1818  ^'  &  retiimed  the  enclos" 


SHADRACH  BOND  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Kaskaskia,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:LS] 

Receivers  Office  at  Kaskaskia  March  10'"  1818 
Sm  A  M'  Joel  Smith  has  this  day  called  on  me,  who  informs  me 
that  he  has  made  a  discovery  of  a  saline  situated  on  the  unsur\'eyed 
public  Lands,  Ijing  West  of  the  third  principal  meridian,  and  about 
one  mile  North  of  the  sur\-eyed  lands  in  the  Edwards^^lle  district,  he 
states  that  he  thinks  the  supply  of  water  quite  considerable,  and  the 
strength  and  quality  such  as  to  justify  him  in  working  it,  in  case  he 
could  obtain  a  hcense  from  the  government  which  he  wishes  to  do — as 
he  appears  to  be  the  first  discoverer  and  has  come  forward  and  com- 
municated his  discovery  in  a  frank  and  ingenuous  manner  I  cannot 
but  think  that  some  favor  might  reasonably  be  shewn  him — will  you 
have  the  goodness  to  state  the  terms  on  which  the  government  will 
grant  him  the  pri\-ilege  of  working  the  saline  for  1,  2,  or  3  years — 
I  am  respectfully  Sir    Your  Obd'  Serv' 

S.  Bond — Receiver 

The  Hon,  Josiah  Meigs    Commissioner  Gen.  Land  Office  Wash- 
ington City 

[Addressed]     To  the  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Com''  of  the  Gen.  L 
Office     Washington  City     [Postmarked]     Kaskaskia  March  11'" 


"  The  letter  symbols  in  these  columns,  in  another  hand,  correspond  with  letters 
placed  between  the  lines  in  the  original  text.  For  convenience  in  printing,  the 
letters  are  now  placed  in  brackets. 

35  In  a  different  hand;  meaning  not  clear. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8). 


574  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

[Endorsed]     Kaskas*  10  March  1818    From  S  Bond    Smith  has 
disco v"  a  Saline    wants  a  Lease    Ans"*  10  Ap' '' 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

G.L.O.  ll'"  March  1818. 
Hon.  :M^  Adams  Sec"  of  State— 

Sir,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your  reference,  to  me,  of 
the  letter  of  Moses  Broadwell,  dated  at  Cincinnati,  Feb.  9,  1818.''— 
That  letter  is  herewith  returned. — Verj^  frequent  enquiries,  and  from 
many  respectable  persons,  have  been  made  at  this  Office,  relative  to 
the  validity  of  the  (pretended)  title  of  Jonathan  Carver,  and  of  those 
who  claim  under  him  to  lands  on  the  East  side  of  the  Mississippi, 
about  the  Falls  of  Saint  Anthony  and  lake  Pepin  on  that  river. 

To  such  enquiries  I  have  always  answered,  that  I  new  the  claim  as 
wholly  unfounded  with  an  assurance  that  the  United  States  would 
never  sanction  it  in  any  form. 

The  facts  and  principles  on  which  my  opinion  rested,  are,  I  presume 
well  known  to  the  Secretary  of  State. — In  October  1763,  a  British 
Proclamation  prohibited  the  purchase  of  lands  from  Indians,  except 
in  a  solemn  manner  at  a  regular  treaty,  held  by  legal  authority. — In 
1766-1767  in  the  winter  Jonathan  Car\-er  was  at  the  Falls  of  Saint 
Anthony,  he  was  the  only  white  man  there,  the  Naudowissie  Indians, 
pretended,  as  he  said,  to  give  him  a  large  tract  of  land  perhaps  eight 
or  ten  million  acres. — 

This  is  the  land  which  has  now  become  the  subject,  of  a  bold  and 
daring,  yet  fraudulent  speculation. — If  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Secretary 
I  will  answer  AI'  Broadwell's  letter. — 

I  have  the  honour  &c. 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  CHARLES  C.  HUMPHREYS 
|NA:PO,P.M.  Letter  Book  X] 

12^;?.  March.  1818. 
Ch'  C.  Humphreys  Esq.  P.  M.  Kaskaskia  111.  Ty. 

Sir.     I  observe  in  reply  to  yours  of  [blank]  that  the  mail  carrier  has 
positive  orders  to  call  at  your  office  with  the  mail 

R.  J.  Meigs  J. 


»'  NA{GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8).     See  post,  p.  603. 
M  NA(SD,  Misc.  Letters). 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
[NA:GLO;  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

12""  March  1818. 
Hon.  W"  H.  Crawford  Sec''  of  the  Treasury 

Sir,  Enclosed  I  transmit  a  letter  from  the  receiver  at  Shawnee- 
town  relative  to  an  expired  lease  of  a  Salt  spring.'^ — In  this  case  will 
the  U.  States  pay  for  the  improvements? — When  a  new  lessee  takes 
possesion  he  has  paid  for  improvements;  but  if  the  U.  States  pay  in 
this  case  it  will  be  an  inducement  to  make  experiments  at  other 
springs  at  the  expence  of  the  U.  States. — 

I  am  &c. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound:  ALS] 

Treasury  Department  IBth  March  1818. 

Sir.  For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  enclosed  letter  from  Governor 
Edwards,  I  think  it  will  be  advnsable,  that  the  Surveyor  of  Public 
lands  in  the  Missouri  &  Illinois  Territories,  should  be  instructed  to 
survey  thirty  Townships  on  the  northern  part  of  the  District  of 
Edwards\T[lle,  and  to  commence  at  the  northern  range  already  sur- 
veyed. It  will  also  be  proper  to  instruct  the  Surveyor  to  lay  out 
these  Townships  in  a  compact  form  on  the  Eastern  or  Western  side  of 
lands  already  surveyed,  and  when  that  business  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted, he  may  be  authorised  to  commence  the  Survey  of  thirty  addi- 
tional Townships. 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  obed'  Ser 

W"  H  Crawford 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-Office. 

[Addressed]    The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land-OfRce 

[Endorsed]  13.  March.  1818.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Encloses 
letter  from  Gov"'  Edwards  to  Rector,  sur:  Gen:  and  directs  the  survey 
of  30  Township  on  the  N  part  of  Edwardsville  Dist:  sent  ans:  to 
Rector  14  March  13  March  1818  Instructions  for  Surveys  in  Edwards- 
ville district  Sent  to  M--  Rector  14'"  Mar  '°  Copied  for  S  T  Exam" 
D  C  J.  N. 


»•  Letter  referred  to  not  identified. 

*"  NA  (GLO,  Lets,  to  SG,  II),  containing  instructions  for  surveying  thirty  town- 
ships, to  be  followed  by  thirty  more,  north  of  Edwardsville. 
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[Enclosure:ALSl 

Governor  Edwards  to  William  Rector 

Kaskaskia  III.  Terrty  Jany  18. 1818 

Dear  Sir  Every  day  demonstrates  the  universal  anxiety  of  the 
people  to  have  an  additional  quantity  of  land  surveyed  for  market 
north  of  Edwardsville,  and  the  immense  population  which  is  flooding 
in  upon  that  section  of  country,  shows  the  necessity  for  that  measure, 
while  every  dictate  of  policy  recommends  it — It  is  as  you  well  know, 
the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our  frontier — and  if  the  current  of  popu- 
lation shall  not  be  checked  in  that  direction  by  withholding  the 
public  land  from  sale  it  will  soon  become  so  populous  that  the  Indians 
will  be  overawed,  and  all  danger  of  future  hostility  will  be  removed. 
The  sale  of  the  land  alluded  to  is  also  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
connecting  the  present  settlements  with  those  now  forming  in  the 
military  district — and  the  northern  boundary  of  the  present  sur\'eys 
being  not  more  than  seven  miles  north  of  the  seat  of  Justice  of  one 
of  the  most  populous  counties  in  the  Territory'  it  is  impossible  with 
any  ordinary  means  to  prevent  the  people  from  making  many  unlawful 
settlements  on  the  public  land,  which  always  produces  difliculties  & 
embarrassment  at  the  public  sales — 

The  Indian  boundary  at  no  one  point  is  less  than  thirty  miles  north 
of  the  pre.sent  surveys,  and  on  a  due  north  line  from  Edwardsville 
that  boundary  is  not  within  sixty  miles — The  Indians  who  occupy  the 
country  between  that  boundary  &  the  military  surveys  have  in  fact 
no  just  right  to  it— but  the  Government  is  anxious  to  extinguish  their 
claims  &  nothing  would  facilitate  that  object  more  than  extending 
our  settlements  to  the  land  which  it  is  wished  to  purchase  of  the 
Indians — In  three  months  time  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  more  than 
twenty  thousand  acres  of  land  fit  for  settlement  unsold  in  the  Edwards- 
ville land  district  and  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  there  will  be  that 
quantity  with  sufTicient  timber  to  support  farms^ — there  is  indeed 
very  little  timbered  land  now  for  sale,  and  the  Prairies  are  selling 
principally  to  speculators  while  actual  settlers  with  small  capatal 
cannot  now  be  accommodated. 

I  hope  as  you  are  personally  acquainted  with  the  land  in  question 
you  will  not  leave  Washington  city  without  making  such  a  representa- 
tion upon  the  subject  as  you  may  think  correct — And  if  any  thing 
should  be  likely  to  be  done  have  the  goodness  to  inform  me — as  I 
would  wish  to  know  it  as  soon  as  possible  for  the  purpose  of  encour- 
aging a  population  where  the  public  safety  &  general  interest  will  be 
most  promoted  by  it — 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  V  friend  &" 

N  Edwards 
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[Addressed]  Gen'  William  Rector    Now  at  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Let  the  Surv'eyor  be  instructed  to  survey  thirty  town- 
ships in  the  Northern  part  of  the  district  commencing  on  the  Northern 
range  already  Survej^ed — let  these  townships  be  laid  out  in  compact 
form,  on  the  Eastern  or  Western  side  of  the  unsurveyed  lands — When 
those  Townships  are  Surveyed  the  same  number  may  be  commenced  ^' 
W  H  Crawford     12">  «  March  1818 


MEMORIAL  TO  CONGRESS  FROM  MICHAEL  JONES 

[NA:HF,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.:  ADS] 

[Referred  March  14,  1818] 
To  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled 

The  IMemorial  of  the  Subscriber  respectfully  sheweth. 

That  Your  Memorialist  received  the  Appointment  Register  of  the 
Land  Office  for  the  District  of  Kaskaskdas  in  the  Spring  of  the  Year 
1804  "  which  was  accepted  by  him  under  the  persuasion  that  the 
Sale  of  the  public  Lands  in  part  of  his  district  would  commence  in  a 
short  time  thereafter.  The  prospect  of  advantage  which  this  appoint- 
ment presented  induced  Your  Memorialist  to  abandon  the  mercantile 
Business  in  which  he  was  then  engaged  and  under  the  hope  of  receiving 
in  the  per  Centum  arising  from  the  Sales  of  the  Public  Lands  a  sufficient 
remuneration  for  a  faithful  discharge  of  his  public  duties 

That  by  subsequent  Acts  of  Congress  other  and  verj*  important 
duties  were  imposed  on  him,  which  engaged  all  his  time,  were  very 
laborious  to  perform,  occasioned  to  him  the  unavoidable  expenditure 
of  considerable  Simis  out  of  his  private  funds,  and  for  all  which  he 
has  either  received  no  Compensation  or  one  which  bears  no  comparison 
with  that  allowed  to  the  Officers  on  the  opposite  Side  of  the  Mississippi 
(S'  Louis)  whose  duties  were  similar 

Your  Memorialist  is  perfectly  con\anced  that  his  claim  to  additional 
Compensation  is  founded  in  Equity  and  that  it  may  appear  equitable 
to  your  honorable  Body  he  respectfully  begs  leave  to  present  the 
following  Statement  of  facts  with  the  accompanjang  documents 

By  the  act  of  1804."  the  duties  of  Commissioners  for  the  adjustment 

"  See  Rector  to  Meigs,  June  5,  1818,  last  paragraph,  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.), 

XV. 

*>  Date  in  error. 

*>  Terr.  Papers  (Ind.),  vii,  185,  n.  69. 

"  lUd.,  pp.  173-184. 
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of  Land  Claims  in  the  Illinois  Territory  devolved  upon  the  Register 
&  Receiver  of  the  Land  Office  and  for  the  performance  of  which 
duties  $500  per  Annum  only  were  allowed  during  the  Years  1805. 
1806.  1807  &  1809  For  the  Year  1808  no  allowance  has  as  yet  been 
made  to  them  notwithstanding  they  were  laboriously  engaged  in  dis- 
charging duties  appertaining  to  their  said  Office  of  Commissioners 

The  aforesaid  Act  also  directs  that  on  the  dissolution  of  the  Board 
the  Books  and  papers  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Office  of  the  Register 
&  shall  be  open  at  all  times  to  the  Inspection  of  persons  interrested  in 
the  Claims  This  duty  supper  added  to  that  of  Register  confined 
Your  Memorialist  to  his  Office  during  the  Year.  1808.  1810.  1811. 
1812.  1813.  and  until  the  10'"  of  August  1814  at  which  period 
comenced  the  Sale  of  the  public  Lands  and  for  all  which  confinement 
and  often  times  unpleasant  Service  he  has  received  no  Compensation 
either  from  Individuals  or  from  the  Government. 

The  Office  of  Commissioner  being  one  distinct  from  that  of  Register 
was  kept  by  him  for  a  part  of  the  term  entirely  seperate.  This 
measure  was  rendered  indispensible  from  the  utter  Impossibility  of 
performing  opposite  duties  in  the  same  place— by  reason  of  the  In- 
terruption of  the  Crowd  of  persons  attending  the  one  Office  or  the 
other.  This  created  the  necessity  of  employing  a  Clerk  to  select  from 
time  to  time  as  they  might  be  required  such  title  papers  and  other 
evidence  of  Claims  to  lay  before  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  their 
decision  thereon,  and  to  attend  to  the  Land  Office  whilst  he  was 
engaged  with  the  Board 

Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  further  to  represent  that  between  the 
Years  1808  &  1814  he  prepared  &  delivered  to  the  Surveyor  of  private 
Claims,  Lists  &  descriptions  of  all  Claims  confirmed,  that  he  aided  the 
said  Surveyor  in  ascertaining  the  relative  position  of  common  field 
Lands  &  other  Claims,  that  he  accompanied  the  said  Sur\-eyor  to  the 
several  Villages  of  Prairie  des  Roches,  Fort  Chartres  Cahokia  &c  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  exterior  Limits  of  Town,  Tracts, 
Commons  and  common  field  Lands.  That  after  the  decease  of  both 
his  Colleague  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  he  prepared  and  delivered  to 
the  Surveyor  General  a  transcript  of  all  the  Claims  confirmed,  that  he 
prepared  and  transmitted  to  the  Treasury  Department  in  compliance 
with  the  request  of  the  then  Secretary  a  List  of  all  the  Claims  of  which 
notices  had  been  filed  with  remarks  at  length  previously  to  any  Report 
of  decisions  on  Claims  by  the  Commissioners — That  while  acting  as 
Commissioner  for  the  revision  of  Governors  Confirmations  it  de- 
volved on  him,  as  Register,  at  the  expence  of  much  time  and  Labor  to 
select  from  the  mass  of  papers  in  the  registers  Offiice  all  those  which 
related  to  Governors  confirmations  and  from  time  to  time  exhibit 
them  to  the  Board  of  Revision — that  all  the  depositions  taken  to 
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establish  the  pretensions  of  persons  who  claimed  the  right  of  preemp- 
tion under  the  Acts  of  Congress  of  5'"  february  1813  *'  &  16  April 
1814  ^'  were  written  &  taken  by  him  &  recorded  in  alphabetical  Order 
in  a  Book  kept  for  that  purpose,  that  the  number  of  these  exceed  Five 
Hundred  &  in  all  Cases  two  or  more  depositions  were  received,  that  in 
carrying  in  to  effect  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  Acts  of  1813  & 
1814.  granting  the  right  of  pre  emption  to  certain  Settlers  in  the 
Illinois  Territory  &  pro\dding  for  the  Location  of  confirmed  unlocated 
Claims  he  was  compelled  as  Register  and  without  ha\ang  been  fur- 
nished by  the  Surveyor  General  with  a  corrected  plat  of  the  District 
to  sell  the  public  Lands  on  the  Certificate  of  an  accredited  Officer  of 
the  Surveyor  Generals  Department  that  the  Land  applied  for  was  un- 
appropriated and,  by  estimation  contained  the  particular  Quantity 
stated.  The  connected  plat  was  afterwards  sent  to  the  Registers 
Office  and  by  Comparison  found  to  disagree  with  the  said  Certificates 
in  more  than  150  Cases,  &  causing  thereby  corrections  in  the  Journal 
alone  which  occupied  more  than  30  pages.  That  both  before  and 
after  the  passage  of  the  Law  authorising  the  Register  to  grant 
Certificates  of  confirmation,  it  devolved  on  him  to  decide  upon  all 
the  Title  papers  on  which  Claims  of  Assign^s  and  of  adverse  Claim- 
ants were  predicated  &  that  he  has  been  subjected  to  very  serious 
Expences  in  defending  himself  against  vexatious  prosecutions  & 
unfounded  Charges  brought  upon  him  by  an  honest  resistance  to  and 
Exposure  of  the  most  enormous  Corruptions,  on  the  part  of  some 
of  the  Claimants. 

From  the  preceeding  Statement  Your  Honorable  Body  will  at  once 
perceive  that  the  Ser\ices  performed  by  Your  Memorialist  have 
been  arduous  painful  &  expensive  that  for  a  long  period  of  time  in 
which  these  Ser\'ices  were  so  rendered  he  received  no  Compensation 
or  a  Compensation  utterly  disproportioned  to  those  Services  &  that 
from  the  Justice  of  Your  Honorable  Body  alone  may  he  expect  the 
consideration  to  which  his  Case  may  be  entitled. 

Your  ^Memorialist  is  persuaded  to  believe  that  for  the  information 
of  Your  honorable  Body  he  ought  to  add, 

That  the  Commissioners  in  Louisiana  &  at  S'  Louis  in  the  IMissouri 
for  the  performance  of  similar  duties  have  been  allowed  beside  other 
perquisites  the  sum  of  $2000  p  Year,  while  that  allowed  to  Your 
Memorialist  as  Commissioner  has  never  exceeded  the  Sum  of  $500 
p  Annum. 

Your  Memorialist  relies  upon  the  documents  which  accompany  his 
Memorial  and  a  statement  which  will  be  made  by  the  commissioner 


«  2  Stat.  797-798. 
"  3  Stat.  125-127. 


580  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

of  the  Gen'  Land  office  to  establish  &  to  support  the  facts  herein  before 
stated,  &  upon  the  Equity  of  his  Case  to  obtain  from  Your  honorable 
Body  a  favorable  Result.    And  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray  &c — 

Mich'  Jones 

[Endorsed]  Mich'  Jones  March  14—1818  Ref  to  the  Committee 
on  the  public  lands.— Mar.  20—1818  Ref  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.— 20  disc"  &  ref"  to  claims  *''  Pope  M.  14.  pub  lands 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  TO  SECRETARY  PHILIPS 
[NA:SD,  Dom.  Letters,  xvii:C| 

20  March.  1818. 
Joseph  Philips,  Sec*  of  the  Illinois  Terr" 

Sir,  I  have  duly  rec'd  your  letter  of  the  27""  of  Jan*' «  with  "the  2" 
Vol.  of  the  Laws  of  the  Illinois  Territory",  and  a  pamphlet  containing 
the  acts  of  1815  &  1816. 

— J.Q.A. 

JOHN  McKEE  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 

[NA:GLO,  Edwardsville,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Land  Office  at  Edwardsville  21"  March  1818 
Sir  Shortly  after  the  opening  of  this  Office  applications  were 
made  for,  transfers,  and  being  informed  that  it  was  customary  for 
Registers  in  other  Offices  to  Certify  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
Transferrer  I  accordingly  adopted  the  measure  in  the  form  which  is 
herewith  transmitted;^'  but  from  the  late  publication  which  is  en- 
closed; you  will  discover  that  this  mode  of  procedure  is  very  much 
disapprobated.  I  hope  Sir  you  will  have  the  goodness  at  the  earliest 
period  possible  to  inform  me  whether  such  a  Transfer  certified  by  me 
will  procure  a  Patent  in  the  name  of  the  Transferree  or  not  &  if  not 
what  intrument  will  &  before  whom  it  ought  to  be  acknowledged  * 
I  am  Sir  very  respectfully  Your  M°  Obt  Serv^' 

John  M^Kee 


"House  Journal,  16  Cong.,  1  sess.,  pp.  331,  360.  See  act  for  the  relief  of 
Michael  Jones,  approved  Apr.  16,  1818  (6  Stat.  208);  the  sum  of  $1,500  was 
awarded  as  extra  compensation. 

"  A7ite,  p.  563. 

*'  Present,  but  not  here  printed. 

">  For  the  years  1817  and  1818  there  are  many  letters  passing  between  Meigs 
and  the  Register  and  Receiver  at  Edwardsville  (McKee  and  Stephenson),  which 
consist  mainly  of  acknowledgments  or  such  routine  matters  as  returns,  certificates, 
and  accounts.  The  letters  from  Meigs  are  in  NA(GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bks.  7 
and  8),  and  those  from  McKee  and  Stephenson  are  in  NACGLO,  Edwardsville, 
Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.). 
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[Addressed]  Honorable  Josiah  Meigs  Commissioner  Gen'  Land 
Office  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Edwardsville  111  Ty  March 
21    Free 

[Endorsed]  21  March  1818  J  ^PKee  about  acknowledgments 
Ans"  15  ">  5' 

[Enclosure] 

A  Communication  to  the  Illinois  Intelligencer  ^^ 

For  the  Intelligencer.  [February  28,  1818] 

In  the  midst  of  speculation  it  sometimes  happens,  that  ver>'  material 
points  are  overlooked  or  misunderstood;  this  I  think  has  been  the  case 
with  a  great  number  that  have  purchased  land  of  late  in  this  territory; 
almost  every  person  has  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  become  a  dealer  in 
this  kind  of  property;  and  some  of  their  contracts  are  so  loose  and 
vague,  that  I  doubt  verj"^  much  whether  they  will  be  able  to  stand  the 
test. 

But  one  particular  error  which  I  discover,  and  which  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  lay  before  the  public,  is  the  manner  lately  practised  in  some 
of  the  land  offices,  of  transfering  titles  from  the  orignal  to  the  subse- 
quent purchaser. — A  purchases  of  the  United  States,  say  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  and  pays  the  fourth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  then 
sells  it  to  B,  then  in  the  presence  of  the  register,  A  transfers  or  assigns 
over  to  B  all  his  right  and  title  to  the  said  quarter  section  of  land;  on 
which  transfer,  the  register  puts  the  formality  of  an  acknowledgement, 
which  is  sent  on  to  the  general  land  office  with  the  final  certificate,  so 
that  the  patent  may  issue  in  the  name  of  the  second  purchaser. 

I  shall  not  enquire  whether  it  would  or  would  not  be  legal  for  the 
patents  to  issue  in  the  name  of  the  second  purchaser,  upon  the  face  of 
such  a  transfer  with  such  an  acknowledgment. — But  I  am  fully  per- 
suaded, that  tho'  the  patent  may  issue  in  the  name  of  the  second  pur- 
chaser, yet  the  original  purchaser  may  again  sell  his  title  to  C  and  C 
recover  the  land  in  opposition  to  B's  claim.  The  statute  of  the  territory 
requires  everj-  deed  or  conveyance  that  shall  in  anywise  affect  the  title 
of  land  to  be  recorded  in  the  recorder's  office,  in  the  county  where  the 
land  lies,  within  twelve  months  after  the  execution  of  such  deed  or 
conveyance,  {revised  Code,  page  570.)  And  all  deeds  which  are  not 
recorded  in  the  limited  time,  are  to  be  adjudged  fraudulent  and  void 
against  any  subsequent  purchaser. — [Revised  Code,  page  571.) 


"  Error  for  Apr.  14  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8),  stating  that  the 
register  had  no  right  to  demand  fees  or  to  deny  acknowledgments  of  transfers 
made  before  magistrates. 

"  A  clipping. 
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It  may  be  said  that  the  acknowledgment  taken  before  the  register, 
would  authorise  a  recorder  to  record  the  same — but  I  doubt,  nay  I 
believe,  that  a  recorder  has  not  any  authority  to  record  a  deed, 
except  it  has  been  acknowledged  before  some  judge  of  the  court  or 
justice  of  the  peace;  for  the  law  recognizes  no  other  person  as  proper — 
and  I  believe  he  would  lay  himself  liable  if  he  recorded  a  deed  with  no 
other  acknowledgment  than  thai  of  the  register  of  any  land  office, 
as  much  so  as  if  the  acknowledgment  was  taken  and  certified  by  a 
constable.  But  this  transfer,  (if  it  may  be  called  such,)  is  sent  on  with 
the  final  certificate  without  any  of  those  forms  that  usually  accompany 
those  instruments  of  writing,  and  I  believe  sometimes  without  a 
subscribing  witness,  except  the  register. 

Now  I  ask  upon  an  investigation  of  titles — suppose  one  of  those 
instruments  (which  in  the  body  of  it  is  very  vague)  should  be  brought 
into  a  court  of  law,  without  being  attested  as  the  law  directs,  without 
being  acknowledged  before  the  person  which  the  law  authorises  to 
take  such  acknowledgments,  and  without  being  recorded  as  required 
by  law — what  would  be  its  fate?  would  it  be  any  better  than  so  much 
blank  paper,  to  establish  the  claim  of  B  against  that  of  C,  who  had 
pursued  the  law  in  the  obtainment  of  his  title? — Then  the  better 
way  would  be,  for  every  poor  man  (and  let  the  rich  do  as  they  please) 
in  his  purchases,  to  pursue  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  as  the  land  of  a 
poor  man  may  be  his  all,  he  ought  to  make  every  surety  doubly  sure, 
and  secure  himself  and  his  posterity  from  multiplied  and  endless  law 
suits. 

But  I  am  told  that  the  register  at  Edwardsville,  refuses  to  receive 
regular  executed  quit  claim  deeds  and  acknowledged  as  the  law  re- 
quires: But  requires  the  parties  to  make  the  acknowlments  before  him. 
Of  this  I  shall  take  some  notice  hereafter. 

Prudentu. 

Washington  County,  Feb.  28. 


THE    GOVERNOR    OF    MICHIGAN    TERRITORY    TO    THE 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,  SWDF,  C  118:LS] 

Detroit  Ap'  7.  1818 
Sir,     I  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  the  propriety  of  extinguishing 

the  Indian  title  to  some  of  the  Country  in  the  vicinity  of  Green  Bay, 

and  of  increasing  the  cessions  at  Michillimackinac  and  Chicago. 
At  the  former  place  the  Indians  have  never  recognised  by  any 

formal  act  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  any  portion  of  the  Country. 

It  was  not  included  in  Wayne's  or  any  subsequent  treaty.     There  is 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  583 

a  considerable  settlement  which  was  commenced  more  than  thirty 
years  since.  But  the  inhabitants  are  wholly  without  legal  titles  to 
their  land  nor  can  any  be  granted  by  congress  till  the  cession  of  the 
Country  by  the  Indians. 

By  Wayne's  treaty  a  cession  of  six  miles  square  was  made  at  Chicago 
and  at  Michillimackinac,  the  island  of  that  name,  together  with  the 
Island  of  bois  blanc  and  the  lands  in  the  vicinity,  the  title  to  which 
had  been  extinguished  by  the  French  or  British  Governments  and  a 
tract  of  Six  by  three  miles  were  ceded  to  the  United  States."  But 
the  important  Country  along  the  straits  of  S*  Mary's  yet  remains 
the  property  of  the  Indians.  With  a  view  to  our  Indian  relations, 
as  well  as  to  an  observance  of  our  revenue  laws,  it  is  very  necessary 
that  a  post  should  be  established  upon  these  Straits. 

It  is  desirable  that  every  facility  should  be  afforded  to  settlements 
in  the  vicinity  of  each  of  these  Military  posts.  They  are  our  principal 
points  of  Contact  with  the  Indians  upon  this  frontier  of  the  Union. 

Compact  settlements  about  them  to  supply  the  wants  of  the  garri- 
sons may  be  highly  important,  in  the  event  of  any  future  difficulties 
in  this  quai'ter.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  a  considerable  population 
would  soon  gather  round  them,  were  the  lands  once  ceded  to  the  United 
States  and  the  necessary  measures  adopted  for  bringing  them  into 
market. 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  urge  this  subject  now,  because  General 
Macomb  proposes  to  visit  each  of  these  posts  during  the  ensuing  season 
to  examine  their  condition,  with  that  of  the  troops  who  occupy  them 
and  to  acquire  such  local  knowledge  as  may  be  useful  in  the  execution 
of  his  military  duty  and  as  personal  observation  can  alone  enable  him 
to  acquire. 

Should  the  President  think  proper  to  direct  a  negociation  to  be 
opened  with  the  Indians  for  the  purposes,  which  I  have  stated  and 
to  entrust  Gen'  Macomb  with  the  conduct  of  it,  the  opportunity 
would  be  favourable  for  effecting  the  object.  And  I  cannot  but 
anticipate  additional  security  to  these  exposed  and  advanced  posts 
and  to  this  frontier  generally,  from  the  result  of  this  measure.'* 

Very  respectfully  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Yo.  mo.  obt.  Servt. 

Lew  Cass. 

Hon.  John  C  Calhoun  Secretary  of  War,  Washington  City 

[Endorsed]  Detroit  7  April  1818  Gov  Lewis  Cass,  recomd^  the 
extinguishment  of  certain  Lands  in  the  Michigan  Territory  May 
1818. 


«  See  Terr.  Papers  (N.  W.),  ii,  527. 

"  Answered  May  16,  1818,  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  755. 
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THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  PETER  W.  GRAYSON 

[NA:  PO,  P.M.  Letter  Book  X) 

Apl  8.  1818. 
Peter  W.  Grayson  Esq.  P.M.  Bairdstown  Ky. 

Sir.  It  is  stated  that  the  mails  have  failed  in  reaching  Kaskaskia 
for  several  weeks  in  succession,  and  as  they  are  large  it  is  supposed 
they  have  accumulated  some  where  on  the  road  between  your  office 
and  Shawneetown. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  to  carry  them  on,  if  they  should 
be  found  on  the  road,  I  wish  you  to  hire  a  trusty  man  with  a  light  two 
horse  waggon,  lett  him  proceed  immediately,  on  the  route  to  Shaw- 
aneetown,  and  call  at  the  post  offices  on  the  route  and  take  in  all  mails 
which  he  may  find  lying  at  any  of  the  Post  offices. 

For  this  service  you  will  previously  stipulate  a  reasonable  compensa- 
tion &  pay  the  amount  and  charge  it  to  this  Office,  in  your  current 
quarterly  account,  as  a  contingent  expence,  please  to  write  me  on  the 
receipt  of  this  &  inform  me  also  on  the  return  of  the  Waggon  whether 
any  mails  have  been  found  &  at  what  places. 

R.  J.  Meigs  J 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  DAVID  APPERSON 
[NA:  PO,  P.M.  Letter  Book  X] 

General  Post  Office  Apl.  8.  1818. 
D.  Apperson  Esq.  Shawanoetown  111. 

Sir.  I  am  much  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the  23"  of  Feb*'  "  a  second 
weekly  mail  is  I  trust  now  in  operation  between  your  place  &  Bairds- 
town, and  that  line  is  to  be  extended  to  St — Louis  on  the  first  of  next 
month. 

R.  J.  Meigs 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:  SD,  Misc.  Letters:  ALSl 

April  18"'  1818 
D'  Sir    The  inclosed  claim   of  my   Townsman  M'  Fouke  was 
presented  long  since  at  the  Treasury  for  pajinent,  and  the  Comp- 
troller reports  to  the  Sec*'  of  the  Treasury  as  you  see  inclosed 

M''  Crawford  refered  me  to  the  Department  of  State  Saying  it  must 
be  there  Settled  inasmuch  as  the  proclamation  under  which  M' 
Fouke  acted  emanated  from  that  Department — 


"  Not  found. 
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I  beg  leave  to  Call  your  early  attention  to  the  subject — And  have 
the  Honor  to  be  Y'  ob*  Serv' 

Nath'  Pope 

[Addressed]     The  Hon.  John  Quincy  Adams  Dep'  of  State  ^' 

[Endorsed]     Pope  Nathaniel  April  18. 1818.  Marshal  Fouke's  a/cs. 

[Enclosures:  ALS] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Philip  Fouke 

Treasury  Department  11  May  1816 
Sir.  Your  letter  of  the  16:  Ult.  has  been  received,"  and  communi- 
cated to  the  President,  and  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  latter  will, 
probably,  give  special  instructions  upon  the  subject;  but  I  think  it 
proper  to  recommend  a  prudent  and  conciliatory  course,  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties,  which  the  law  devolves  upon  you,  in  relation 
to  intruders  upon  the  public  lands. 

I  am,  respectfully,  Sir,  Y''  mo.  obed  Serv. 

A.  J.  Dallas 

Philip  Fouke  Esq  Marshal.     Kaskaskia. 

[Addressed]  Philip  Fowke  Esquire  Marshal  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory Kaskaskia  [Postmarked]  Wash"  City  May  12,  Treasury  Depar- 
tment   A.  J.  Dallas 

Philip  Fouke  to  Nathaniel  Pope  ^ 

Kaskaskia  Jan^  5""  1817 
D''  Sir.  The  within  account  together  with  the  Governors  certifi- 
cate I  inclosed  by  mail  before  last  to  M''  Monroe.  When  I  ought  in 
fact  to  have  inclosed  the  papers  to  you.  I  have  therefore  thought  it 
best  to  transmit  you  a  copy  of  the  account  which  you  will  find  an- 
nexed. And  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  solicit  yoiu*  attention — Your 
lady  &  family  are  well. — I  have  no  interesting  news  to  communicate. 
I  am  D'  Sir  Your  most  ob*  S' 

Philip  Fouke 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  Nathaniel  Pope  Delegate  in  Congress 
Washington  City  P'  Mail  January  5'"     Kaskaskia  111.  Ty. 

"  This  address,  together  with  the  endorsement,  is  on  the  back  of  the  last 
enclosure. 

"  Not  found. 

"  Pope  qualified  and  took  his  seat  as  Delegate  from  Illinois  Territory  Dec.  2, 
1816  (Annals,  14th  Cong.,  2d  sess.,  230). 
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Account  of  Philip  Fouke 

[January  8,  1817) 
1816  United  States  To  Philip  Fouke  Marshall  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
tory—D^ 
To  my  services  from  home  in  preparing  to  execute  the  orders  con- 
tained in  the  Presidents  proclamation  for  the  removal  of  Intruders 
from  public  Land  from  the  24"'  of  March  till  the  31"  of  the  same 
month  and  from  the  18'"  of  April  to  the  6'"  of  May  following  (all 
the  days  mentioned  included)  being  27  days,  at  6  Doll"  p'  day — 
$162.00 

Signed.    Philip  Fouke 

Kaskaskia  III.  T>-  Jan"  8'"  1817— 
Sir    Please  to  pay  the  above  account,  or  whatever  else  you  may 
think  me  entitled  to  receive  for  my  services,  to  the  Honorable  Nath' 
Pope,  whose  receipt  shall  be  good  against  Your  Most  Ob'  S' 

Signed    Philip  Fouke. 
The  Hon'  James  Monroe    Sec*"  of  State. 

Philip  Fouke  to  Nathaniel  Pope 

Kaskaskia  Dec'  10""  1817. 

D'  Sir  Inclosed  you  will  receive  a  copy  of  my  account  against  the 
united  States  which  I  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
8'"  Januarj^  1817,  together  with  my  letter  of  the  same  date.  You 
will  also  find  enclosed  a  letter  to  me  from  M'  Dallas  on  the  subject. 
A  reference  to  the  said  ace'  the  certificate  of  Gov'  Edwards  &  my 
letter  on  file  in  the  office  of  the  Sec^'  of  the  Treasury  will  give  you  a 
view  of  the  facts.  And  I  beg  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  interest 
yourself  in  having  the  ace'  allowed  or  if  possible  procure  the  passage 
of  a  special  act  in  my  favour.  Since  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  I 
lost  considerable  time  and  incured  unnecessary  expence  in  my  outfit" 
for  Prairie  Duchain — I  applied  to  the  Gov'  for  another  certificate 
which  he  declined.  Presuming  that  the  one  Originally  given  by 
him  would  be  found  on  file  in  the  Sec''  office — 

I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  y'  friend  and  H'  S' 

P.  Fouke 

The  Honorable  Nath'  Pope 

[Addressed  The  Honorable  Nathaniel  Pope  Washington  City 
Free 

[Endorsed]  Account  of  Philip  Fowke  for  expences  incurred  by  him 
in  removing  Intruders  from  the  public  Lands-  The  Comptroller  will 
have  the  goodness  to  state  whether  any  pro\'ision  has  been  made  for 
ser\nces  of  this  kind — if  not  is  there  any  ca.se  analogous  to  it,  in  which 
a  fixed  compensation  is  allowed?    Is  the  Marshal  allowed  a  daily  pay 
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for  attendance  during  Court?    W  H  C    Respecting  Marshalls  claim 
for  removeing  intruders  on  land 

[Enclosure:  AD] 

Report  of  the  Comptroller  General 

[No  date] 
The  Comptroller  reports  that  for  these  particular  services  no  allow- 
ance is  made  by  Law;  But  the  Marshal  of  Illinois  is  allowed  5  Doll° 
per  day  for  attending  a  Court  having  the  powers  of  Circuit  Court  & 
4  Doll°  for  attending  a  District  Court 

[Endorsed]     Case  of  Philip  Fouke 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

[NA:  OIA.SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  22"'  April,  1818. 
His  Excellency  Ninu.n  Edwards — Kaskaskias. 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  copies  of  two  acts  of  Con- 
gress, passed  at  the  late  session,  directing  the  manner  of  appointing 
Indian  Agents  &c.  and  regulating  their  salaries,*^  together  with  a  list 
of  the  agents  &c.  who  have  been  appointed  under  said  acts."" 

I  also  enclose  to  you  a  letter  of  appointment  for  Nicholas  Boilvin, 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  forward  to  him:  Richard  Graham's, 
agent  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  has  been  transmitted  immediately  to 
him  from  this  department. 

The  salaries  of  subagents  have  been  fixed  at  five  hundred  dollars  p" 
annum,  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  inform  all  those  within  your 
superintendency,  and  that  it  is  expected  they  will  continue  to  perform 
the  duties  heretofore  assigned  them. 

You  will  please  report  the  names  of  all  subagents  under  your 
superintendence,  and  where  employed. 

I  have  &c.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 


"  See  act  approved  Apr.  16,  1818  (3  STAT.  428),  requiring  Senate  confirmation 
of  Indian  agents  and  factors;  and  act  approved  Apr.  20,  1818  (3  Stat.  461), 
fixing  the  annual  salaries  of  Indian  agents  and  their  assistants.  In  accordance 
with  the  first  of  these  acts  Richard  Graham  was  nominated  as  Indian  agent  in 
Illinois  Territory  Apr.  18,  and  confirmed  Apr.  20,  1818  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  in, 
139,  140).  By  the  same  action  Nicholas  Boilvin  was  confirmed  for  the  post  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  Charles  Jouett  for  that  at  Chicago,  and  John  Bowyer  for  that 
at  Green  Bay.  See  circular  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  all  Indian  agents,  Apr. 
22,  1818  (NA,OIA,SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D),  offering  them  appointments  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  legislation;  and  Graham  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  July  5  and 
July  (Aug.)  17,  1818  (NA,WD,SWDF,  G88),  accepting  the  appointment  and 
submitting  his  bond.  See  also  Bowyer  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Nov.  29,  1818, 
loc.  cit.,  enclosing  his  bond  as  agent  at  Green  Bay. 

'"  Present,  in  the  form  of  a  circular  to  Indian  agents. 


588  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 


TALBOT  CHAMBERS  TO  THOMAS  A.  SMITH 
INA:WD,  SWDF,  C202:ALS] 

Fort  Crawford  10'"  May  1818 
Genl  Smith 

Sir/  In  addition  to  the  observations  which  I  have  heretofore 
done  myself  the  honour  to  transmit  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Indian 
Factory  at  Prarie  des  Chien,  I  have  to  remark  That  the  price  of  arti- 
cles offered  for  trade  or  barter  to  the  Indians  by  the  U.  S.  Factor, 
are  as  fluctuating,  as  that  of  any  private  commercial  Store, — That 
the  Factor  is  in  the  habit  of  disposing  of  large  quantities  of  goods, 
to  traders,  (no  matter  of  what  description  of  character)  called  equip- 
ments, at  the  Stated  per  centage,  thus  equipped,  they  are  pushed  into 
the  Indian  country,  to  retail  these  articles,  to  the  unfortunate  Indians 
at  the  rate  of  from  one  to  three  hundred  per  cent, — as  it  may  be  rea- 
sonably presumed,  that  these  traders  must  receive  a  competent  re- 
muneration,— That  ever>'  practicable  exertion  is  made  to  exclude  all 
traders,  from  participating  in  the  barter,  by  which  a  number  of  fami- 
lies, situated  in  that  country-  are  reduced  to  the  utmost  penury^ — and 
are  left  destitute  of  a  Solitary  resource,  unless  the  apply  for  an  equip- 
ment from  the  Factorj^ — although  I  feel  warranted  in  tendering  the 
assurance.  That  traders  are  enabled  to  transport  goods  from  the  in- 
teriour  of  our  country- — of  an  infinite  belter  quality — than  that  of  the 
Factory  goods,  which  they  can  afford  to  retail,  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
five  per  cent  cheaper,  than  the  Factory — and  then  receive  a  handsome, 
and  what  they  deem,  a  Sufficient  profit — From  the  assurances  which 
I  have  frequently  received  from  the  Indian  Agents — particularly  Mr 
OFallan,  Agent  for  the  Sioux,  (a  Gentleman  who  possesses  a  peculiar 
species  of  talent  for  not  only  governing  the  Indians,  and  obtaining 
from  them  the  most  implicit  respect  and  confidence,  and  in  my  humble 
conception,  the  only  Agent  that  I  have  ever  yet  served  with,  or  seen, 
who  was  capable  to  the  difficult  task  of  governing  so  numerous,  and 
so  warlike  a  tribe  as  that  of  the  Sioux,  whom  you  know,  are  so  directly 
under  the  influence  of  the  British)  I  have  no  manner  of  hesitation  in 
avering,  That  the  Indians,  are  by  no  means,  satisfied  with  the  insti- 
tution of  Factories,  nor  can  they  be  made  to  understand  the  object  for 
which  they  were  established,  as  it  with  them  a  secured,  general,  opin- 
ion, That  every  thing  emanating  from  a  government,  must  be  in  the 
Shape  of  presents,  otherwise  the  object  is  to  defraud;  an  impression 
most  industriously  instilled  into  their  credulous  minds  by  the  British, 
until  it  has  become,  indelible — nor  do  I  believe  that  they  would  ever 
visit  a  Factory — were  they  not  taught  to  believe,  that  it  is  the  only 
mode  by  which  they  can  evince  an  attachment  to  the  American 
government, — That  previously  to  the  establishment  of  a  Factory  at 
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the  Prarie  des  Chien,  that  village  generally  received  annually — from 
itinerant  Indians,  about,  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  packs,  of  valuable 
Furrs,  and  that  since  I  have  been  in  command  of  that  post,  the  amount 
has  not  been  equal  to  one  half — that  quantity — The  Factory  is  a 
perfect  mercantile  Store,  for  the  Supply  of  Citizens,  Soldiers,  and 
Indians,  without  discrimination,  upwards  of  four  thousand  dollars 
have  been  received  during  the  last  winter  from  the  troops  of  my 
command — Having  complied  as  minutely  as  my  time  will  admit  of — 
to  the  Subject  of  your  enquiry, — I  have  the  honour  to  Subscribe  myself 
Your  Obed  Ser' 

T  Chambers  Lt  Col 
Rifle  Regiment 
Gen'  Smith  Commanding 

[Addressed]    General  Thomas  A.  Smith  Commanding  at  Belle  Fon- 
taine   on  Service    T.  Chambers  Lt  col  Riflemen 

[Endorsed]     Fort  Crawford   10  May   1818.    Col.   T.   Chambers, 
relative  to  the  Factory  at  Praire  du  Chien  &c  Aug  1818 


THE   GOVERNOR   OF   MICHIGAN   TERRITORY   TO  JOHN 

BOWYER 

[NA:OIA,  Cass  Letter  Book  li] 

Detroit  May  15.  1818 

Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,"  and  the  bond  accompanying  the  same. 

You  will  please  to  execute  the  latter  and  transmit  it  to  me  together- 
with  your  letter  of  acceptance  as  soon  as  practicable. — 

As  the  Seat  of  your  Agency  is  so  remote,  I  presume  the  certificate 
of  the  Commanding  Officer  at  Green  Bay  to  the  competency  of  your 
securities  will  be  sufficient 

The  Country  west  of  Lake  Michigan,  north  of  the  parallel  of  42° 
30'  and  East  of  the  Mississippi,  has  by  a  recent  act  of  congress  been 
attached  to  and  made  part  of  this  Territory.^- 

These  boundaries  include  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du  Chien,  and  I 
shall  proceed  to  organize  Civil  government,  as  soon  as  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Illinois  is  formed. 

With  much  respect  I  am  Sir  Yo.  Ob.  Servt 

CoL"  John  Bowyer.     Ind.  Agent    Green  Bay 

"  Apr.  22,  1818  (NA,  OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D).     Cf.  ante,  p.  587. 

•2  The  Wisconsin  area  was  attached  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan  by  the  IlHnois 
enabling  act,  approved  Apr.  18,  1818  (3  STAT.  428-431),  effective  when  the  new 
State  of  Illinois  was  admitted,  which  took  place  Dec.  3,  1818,  pursuant  to  a 
resolution  approved  on  that  date  (3  Stat.  536). 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  JOHN  BOWYER 
(NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  16.  May,  1818. 
CoL°  Jn°  Bowyer,  Indian  Agent,  Green  Bay. 

Sir,  The  President  desires  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to  a  tract 
of  land  round  the  Military  post  at  Green  Bay,  sufficiently  large  to 
furnish  supplies  to  the  garrison.  It  is  not  knowm  to  the  Department 
what  tribe  of  Indians  claims  the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
post;  or  whether  any  cession  has  been  made  by  them  to  the  French 
or  British  governments  or  their  subjects.  You  will,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  report  to  this  Department  all  of  the  facts,  which  jou  can 
obtain  upon  this  subject.  You  will  also  a.scertain,  whether  the 
Indians  would  be  willing,  to  dispose  of  a  tract  of  twenty  or  thirty 
miles  square,  to  Comprehend  the  Military  post.  You  will  also  report 
in  what  manner  the  inhabitants  about  Green  Bay  hold,  or  claim  to 
hold  their  lands  ^ 

I  have  &c.  J.  C.  Calhoun. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO 

1NA:GL0,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

22.  May  1818 
Tho'  Slog  Esq"  Reg"'  Shawneetown 

Sir,  I  have  by  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  requested 
the  Receiver  of  Public  monies  at  Shawneetown,  to  pay  you  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars  for  exploring  your  district,  being  the  sum 
limited  for  that  service  by  the  instructions  sent  to  you  on  the  19 
June  1815."* 
I  am  &c 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 
1NA:TD,  Lets,  from  GLO,  iv] 

General  Land  Office  28  May  1818. 
Hon  W  H  Crawford  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Sir  agreeably  to  your  request  I  transmit  herewith  for  the  signature 
of  the  President  a  proclamation  relative  to  the  Sale  of  lands  reserved 
for  salines  in  Illinois  Territory  "' 

I  have, 

"  Answered  post,  p.  608. 

"  NA  (GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  6).  There  are  many  additional  letters  from 
Meigs  to  Sloo  for  the  year  1818  in  Bk.  8  of  the  same  series.  They  are  concerned 
principally  with  such  routine  matters  as  accounts,  returns,  etc.  Similarly,  are 
many  letters  to  Caldwell,  the  Receiver  at  Shawneetown,  in  the  same  file. 

"  Post,  p.  592, 
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THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  GOVERNOR  EDWARDS 

(NA:OIT,  Supt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  E] 

Office  of  Indian  Trade  Geo:  Town  June  V  1818. 
To  His  Excellency  Gov.  Edwards  Kaskaskia 

Sir,  I  am  solicitous  to  form  as  correct  an  estimate  as  possible  of 
the  number  of  Indians  &c  within  the  limits  of  the  Illinois  Territory — 
and  will  be  under  obligation  to  you,  if  you  will  forward  me  as  early 
as  possible  a  filling  up  of  the  enclosed  table,  or  synoptical  sketch. 

It  will  contribute  greatly  to  the  propriety  &  fitness  of  my  selections 
for  Indian  Annuities  and  Presents,  if  the  Agents  were  instructed  to 
inform  themselves  particularly  of  the  wants  of  their  respective  charges, 
and  transmit  a  schedule  of  the  kinds  of  articles  to  this  Office,  begin- 
ning with  the  provisions  for  the  next  year  1819 — Will  you  have  the 
goodness  to  issue  correspondent  directions. 

I  hope  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  return  the  enclosed  outlines 
of  a  synopsis  very  soon.*' 

Respectfully  &c  T.  L.  M'K.  S.I.T. 


CIRCULAR  TO  RECEIVERS  OF  PUBLIC  MONIES 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  C:C] 

(Copy)  Treasury  Department  IS""  June  1818. 

Circular  to  the  receivers  of  Public  monies  (save  those  of  Louisiana) 

Sir,  In  all  payments  made  to  you  as  Receiver  of  Public  Monies 
the  Bills  of  all  unchartered  Banks  are  to  be  rejected  whether  they 
pay  them  in  gold  or  silver  or  not. 

The  injunctions  at  present  existing  against  receiving  the  bills  of 
chartered  Banks  which  do  not  pay  Specie  on  demand,  must  be  strictly 
obeyed. 

I  am  &"  (Signed)    W°  H.  Crawford. 


•'  Reply  not  found.  In  connection  further  with  Indian  administration  in 
Illinois  Territory,  see  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Edwards,  May  25,  1818  (NA,OIA, 
SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D,  printed,  Edwards,  Hist  III.,  p.  548),  requesting  the  Gov- 
ernor's ideas  on  the  proposal  of  Congress  to  abandon  the  present  system  of  Indian 
trade.  No  reply  to  this  letter  has  been  seen.  See  also  id.  to  id.,  Sept.  5,  1818 
(NA,  loc.  cit.,  printed,  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  II,  268-269),  containing  instructions 
relative  to  the  adjustment  of  claims  which  Indians  may  have  under  existing 
treaties,  and  similar  claims  from  citizens. 
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PROCLAMATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT 

(NA:GLO,  Rec.  of  Procls.  I] 

Dated  23"  June  1818.    Sales  at  Shawneetown 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States 

Whereas  by  several  acts  of  Congress  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  authorized  to  cause  to  be  offered  for  sale  the  public  Lands  in 
the  Illinois  Territory,  and  whereas  certain  tracts  have  not  hitherto 
been  offered  for  sale; 

Therefore  I,  James  Monroe,  President  of  the  United  States  do 
hereby  declare  and  make  known,  that  there  will  be  offered  at  public 
sale  at  Shawneetown  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  on  the  first  Monday 
and  Tuesday  in  October  next,  the  following  tracts  of  Land,  which 
have  not  heretofore  been  offered  for  Sale,  Viz' 

17  Sections  in  Township  14  South  of  Range  1  East 
8 
9 
5 
6 
15 


11 

" 

" 

" 

1 

12 

" 

" 

" 

1 

11 

" 

" 

" 

2 

12 
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2 
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" 

" 

5 

14 
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» 
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5 

13 
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« 

6 

14 
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6 

7 

" 
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7 
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8 

8 
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" 

8 

12 

" 

" 

' 

8 

3 

" 

" 

" 

9 

4 

" 

" 

" 

9 

4 

11 H      " 
4 

12 

8 
10 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  this  23"  day  of 
June  1818. 

(signed)    James  Monroe 
By  the  President 

(signed)     Josiah  Meigs 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
Printers  who  are  authorized  to  publish  the  Laws  of  the  U.  S.  (in 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri)  will  publish  the  above  Once  a 
Week  till  the  first  of  October  next  &  send  their  bills  to  the  General 
Land  Office  for  payment  

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOHN 
CALDWELL 

[NA:  TD,    LO  Letter  Book,  1801-18331 

Treasury  Department  23  June  1818 
John  Caldwell  Esqr 

Sir.     I  have  to  request  that  upon  application  being  made  to  you 
for  that  purpose  by  Leonard  White  Esquire  Agent  for  completing  a 
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part  of  the  road  from  Shawneetown  to  kaskaskia  you  will  be  pleased 
to  advance  to  him  out  of  the  public  monies  in  your  hands  such  sum 
as  he  in  conjunction  with  Shadrack  Bond  Esquire  may  require  and 
take  his  bill  on  me  for  the  amount  which  bill  you  will  endorse  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States  and  forward  the  same  to  my  office 
with  your  monthly  return 

Signed    Wm  H  Crawford 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  THOMAS  SLOO  AND  JOHN  CALDWELL 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

General  L<»  Office  27"  June  1818. 
Tho=  Sloo — John  Caldwell  Esq'  Regi'  &  Rec'  Sha.wneetown 

Sirs     Enclosed  you  have  a  proclamation  relative  to  the  Sales  of 
Land  at  Shawneetown,   heretofore  reserved   for   the  minor  Salines 

I  am  &c 


DELEGATE  POPE  TO  DANIEL  BRENT 
[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters:ALS] 

Kaskaskia  .My  2°'*  1818 

D"'  Sir  On  the  eve  of  my  Departure  from  Washington  I  left  in 
your  hands  the  claim  of  Philip  Fouke  Marshal  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
founded  on  expenses  incurred  in  obedience  to  the  Presidents  Procla- 
mation of  Dec'  1815  *'  directing  the  removal  of  intruders  off  public 
lands — 

You  promised  to  examine  the  subject  and  advise  me  of  the  result. 
I  have  however  not  heard  from  you  since — 

May  I  beg  the  favour  of  an  early  reply  to  this — The  money  could 
be  paid  him  here  through  the  Receiver  of  Public  Monies  for  this 
land  district — 

I  am  D'  Sir  Y"  Sincerely  Nath'  Pope 

M'  Brent 

[Addressed]  M'  Brent  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  State 
Washington  D.  C     [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  July  7'"    25 

[Endorsed]  Pope,  Nath'  to  D.  B.— Kaskaskia.  2  July  1818  Rec"* 
Ans"*  (5  Aug.)  ^ 


"  Dec.  12,  1816,  Richardson  (comp.),  Messages  and  Papers,  I,  572-573. 
«  Post,  p.  597. 
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PHILIP  FOUKE  TO  THE  COMPTROLLER  OF  THE  TREASURY 

(GAO:   Misc.  Treas.  Accts.,  No.  37740,  1818:  LS) 

Kaskaskia  July  2"  1818 

Sir/  I  here  transmit  my  account  for  arresting  and  carrying  before 
the  Judge,  Michael  Brisbois  on  a  charge  of  treason— M'  Pope  pre- 
sented my  claim  last  Winter  but  could  not  receive  the  money  for 
want  of  authority  -  The  certificates  of  Judge  Thomas  &  M'  Mears 
Att°  will  show  that  the  service  was  performed — The  Distance  is  stated 
as  it  is  generally  computed.  The  trip  was  made  by  water,  there  being 
no  road  as  it  is  mostly  an  Indian  Country  from  this  to  Prairie  du 
Chien  where  brisbois  was  arrested    - 

An  order  on  Shadrach  Bond  receiver  of  Public  Monies  for  the 
land  district  of  Kaskaskia  will  be  the  most  agreeable  to  me  " — 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  very  Respectfully  Y'  ob'  Serv' 

P.  FOUKE 

Joseph  Anderson  Esq'  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 

[Endorsed]     ans"  28.  July  1818."> 


THOMAS  L.   McKENNEY  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:  WD,  SWDF,  M250:  LS] 

Office  of  Indian  Trade  George  Town  U'"  July  1818 
To  The  Honb'  The  Secretary  of  War 

Sir  It  appears  from  a  letter  just  received  from  m'  Johnson — U.  S. 
Factor  at  Prarie  du  Chien,"'  that  the  Fur  Company  in  which  M' 
Astor  is  concerned  has  ordered  M'  Johnson  to  abandon  the  buildings 
now  occupied  by  him,  the  agent  claiming  them  as  the  property  of  the 
Company."- 

Gen'  T.  A.  Smith  decided  in  1815  that  these  buildings  belonged  to 
the  United  States — and  seized  them— and  altho'  m'  Johnson  had 
rented  them  at  the  rate  of  $27.  per  month,  he  (Gen'  Smith)  directed 
him  to  pay  no  rent,  as  the  property  was  not  theirs  but  belonged  to  the 
United  States.  M'  Johnson  acted  under  this  direction— nor  has  he 
been  disturbed  untill  last  month  when  he  was  required  to  abandon 
the  buildings  by  the  10'"  of  august  next. 

«»  The  following  enclosures  are  present:  (1)  Joseph  Beaudange's  oath  that  the 
distance  from  Kaskaskia  to  Prairie  du  Chien  is  620  miles  by  water,  dated  Aug.  25. 
1818;  (2)  James  Lock  and  John  Allen,  oath  that  this  distance  is  at  least  500  miles 
by  land,  dated  Aug.  24,  1818;  (3)  William  Mears,  certification  that  the  prisoner 
was  delivered  to  the  Judge,  dated  July  9,  1818;  (4)  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  certificate 
that  warrant  was  issued  and  the  prisoner  delivered,  dated  June  11,  1817. 

■o  Not  found. 

'•  June  30,  1818  (not  found). 

"  See  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  839. 
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I  have  directed  m''  Johnson  to  retain  possession  untill  the  claimants 
demands  can  be  looked  into;"  and  untill  they  shall  shew  reason  to 
justify  the  Government  in  departing  from  a  decision  of  its  officer, 
who  has  once  pronounced  upon  the  case.  It  may  comport  with  the 
nature  of  this  case  that  the  Commanding  Officer  of  that  post  be  in- 
structed to  give  such  attention  to  it  as  circumstances  may  call  for, 
'till  this  question  be  decided — and  I  respectfully  solicit  that  such  an 
order  be  issued  from  the  Department  of  war — 

with  great  Respect  Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  obd'  Serv' 

Tho:  L:  M<^Kenney  S.I.T. 

[Endorsed]  George  Town  14  July  1818  Tho=  L.  M'^Kenney  Esq, 
Informing  that  the  Fur  Company  has  ordered  mr.  Johnson  to  remove 
the  Factory  from  Prair^  du  Chien — July  1818. 


POST  ROUTE  ADVERTISEMENT 
[PO:  Proposals  for  Contracts,  1808-1818] 

[July  18,  1818J 
In  Illinois. 

97.  From  Belville,  by  William  Padfield's  and  Bond  c  h,  to  Palmyra, 
once  in  two  weeks. 

Leave  Belville  every  other  Friday  at  6  a  m  arrive  at  Palmyra  the 
next  day  by  6  p  m.  Leave  Palmyra  every  other  Monday  at  6  a  m 
arrive  at  Belville  the  next  day  by  6  p  m. 

98.  From  Edwardsville  to  Bond  c  h,  once  in  two  weeks. 

Leave  Edwardsville  every  other  Thursday  at  6  a  m  arrive  at  Bond 
c  h  the  next  day  by  6  p  m.  Leave  Bond  c  h  every  Saturday  "<  at  6  a  m 
arrive  at  Edwardsville  the  next  day  hy  6  p  m. 

99.  From  Kaskaskia,  by  Widemanson,  Kaskaskia  River,  to  Belville, 
once  in  two  weeks. 

Leave  Belville  "  every  other  Wednesday  at  6  a  m  arrive  at  Belville 
the  next  day  by  6  p  m.  Leave  Belville  every  other  Friday  at  6  a  m 
arrive  at  Kaskaskia  the  next  day  by  6  p  m.^* 

"July  14,  1818  (NA,  OIT,  Supt.  Let.  Bk.  E). 
'*  This  should  be  every  other  Saturday. 
"  Evidently  meant  for  Kaskaskia. 

"  These  were  new  routes,  having  been  authorized  by  an  act  approved  Apr.  20, 
1818  (3  Stat.  457). 
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HENRY  EDDY  AND  PETER  KIMMEL  "  TO  THE  SECRETARY 
OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Misc.  Letters:  LS] 

Shawaneetown  (I.  T.)  July  24.  1818 
To  Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State. 

Sir — A  law  of  the  last  Congress  authorizes  the  department  of 
which  your  Excellency  is  Secretary  to  furnish  printers  who  are  ap- 
pointed to  publish  the  U.  S.  Laws  with  copies  thereof,  as  published 
in  the  pamphlet  form;  which  s"  laws  were  to  be  ready  for  delivery 
within  30  days  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress.  Now  for  the 
want  of  this  pamphlet,  we  are  unable  to  proceed  in  the  publication 
of  the  same;  inasmuch  as  the  National  Intelligencer  has  bean  sent 
to  us  only  from  the  time  Mr.  Pope  entered  our  names  as  subscribers, 
which  was  near  the  close  of  the  last  session. 

We  would  request  you  therefore  in  transmitting  those  laws  to  the 
different  persons  entitled  to  receive  them,  not  to  overlook,  esteemed 
Sir,  Yr.  friends  &  humble  servants, 

Eddy  &  Kimmel 
Printers  of  the  U.S.L.  for  Illinois  Territory. 

Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams  Sec''  of  State,  Wash"  City 

[Addressed]  Hon.  J.  Q.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  Washington 
City^Free 

[Endorsed]  Eddy  &  Kimmet— Shawaneetown,  24  July  1818  Rec" 
13  Aug.  Wish  Acts  of  last  session — 


GEORGE  CHURCHILL  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  C:ALS] 

Madison  County,  (Illinois  T.)  Aug.  5,  1818. 
Sir,     The  Receiver  of  public  monies  at  St.  Louis  has  published  a 
list  of  the  Banks  whose  bills  he  is  authorised  to  receive  for  lands,  from 
which  it  appears  that  a  great  many  bills  are  received  at  the  St.  Louis 
Land  Office,  which  are  refused  at  the  Land  Office  in  Edwardsville. 

Presuming  that  there  can  be  no  desire  on  the  part  of  government 
to  afford  fewer  accommodations  to  the  purchasers  of  public  lands  in 
Illinois,  than  to  those  of  public  lands  in  Missouri,  I  take  the  liberty 
respectfully  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  authorising  the  Receiver  of 
public  monies  at  Edwardsville  to  take  the  same  kinds  of  bank  bills, 
in  pajTnent  for  lands,  as  are  authorised  to  be  taken  at  the  Land 
Office  in  St  Louis.    Such  a  measure  appears  more  peculiarly  neces- 

"  See  Buck,  III.  in  1818,  p.  172. 
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sary  because  most  of  the  emigration  to  this  territory  is  from  Ohio, 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  North-eastern  States,  the  bills  of  whose  banks, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  are  not  at  present  received  at  the  Edwardsville 
Land  Office. 

With  great  respect,  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Your  obedient  Servant 

Geo.  Churchill. 

JOSIAH  Meigs,  Esq.  Commissioner,  &c.     Washington  City,  D.  C. 

[Addressed]  Josiah  Meigs,  Esq.  Commissioner  General  Land 
Office,  Washington  City,  (D.  C.)  Mail.  [Post7narked]  St.  Louis  Aug. 
Free. 

[Endorsed]  Geo  Churchill  Aug'  1818  Submitted  to  the  Sec^  of 
the  Treasury  by  his  obed'  serv'    J  Meigs  " 


JOHN  BAILEY  TO  NATHANIEL  POPE 
[NA:SD,  Dom.  Letters,  xvil:C] 

5  Aug.  1818. 
Nathaniel  Pope,  Kaskaskia,  Illinois  Ter^ 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  2"^  July  addressed  to  M'  Brent,'^  who  is 
now  absent  from  this  place  for  a  few  weeks,  has  been  rec'd  at  this 
Dep';  and  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  M''  Brent's  attention 
shall  be  called  to  the  subject  on  his  return. 

John  Bailey,  Clk.  Dep.  State 


JOHN  McKEE  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GL0,  Edwardsville,  Reg.  and  Rec.  Lets.:ALS] 

Land  Office  at  Edwardsville  8'"  August  1818 
Sir  Doubts  have  arisen  with  some  on  the  subject  of  granting 
Preemption  rights  exterior  to  the  five  Townships  North  of  the  Base 
line  or  in  the  late  Surveyed  lands.  Some  whose  judgements  I  hold 
in  high  estimation  are  of  the  opinion,  that  those  who  have  made 
settlements  under  the  law  passed  at  the  12""  Congress  Feb.  5""  1813 
Chap.  162  Sections  1"'  &  2"  *"  are  entitled  to  rights  of  Preemption  on 
the  lands  where  the  Settlements  were  made  (Viz)  on  the  late  Surveyed 
lands.  If  there  were  no  subsequent  laws  of  Congress  passed  on  this 
subject  I  would  most  clearly  be  of  the  same  opinion:  but  from  the 


™  See  E.  Jones  to  Meigs,  Sept.  2, 1818  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  J),  refuting 
Churchill's  charges  by  referring  to  the  circular  letter  of  June  18,  1818,  ante,  p.  591. 
'» Ante,  p.  593. 
«>  2  Stat.  797-798. 
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3"  4'"  &  5'"  Sections  of  the  law  passed  at  the  13'"  Congress  on  the  16"" 
of  April  1814  Chap.  120;  *'  from  the  4'"  S'"  &  6""  Sections  of  the  law 
passed  at  the  same  Congress  third  Session  on  the  27'"  of  February  1815 
Chap.  63  *'  &  from  the  5'"  &  6'"  Sections  of  the  law  passed  at  the  first 
Session  of  the  14'"  Congress  on  the  26'"  April  1816  Chap.  101  ^  I 
doubt  very  much  the  propriety  of  granting  preemption  rights  in  that 
Section  of  Country  or  any  where  at  this  time,  this  is  my  opinion; 
but  lest  I  should  be  mistaken;  your  views  on  this  subject  &  your 
construction  of  the  law  will  be  extreamly  gratifying  not  only  to 
myself  but  a  great  many  others  who  feel  themselves  interested 
I  am  very  respectfully  Sir  your  Mo  Ob'  Serv' 

John  ^PKeb 

Honb"  Josiah  Meigs    Comm'  Gen  Land  Office  Washington  City 

[Addressed]    Honb'"    Josiah    Meigs    Comm'    Gen     Land    Office 
Washington  City 

[Endorsee?]     Edwardsv'  8'"  Aug'  1818  J  M''Kee  de  pre-emption 
rights  Ans"'  5  Sep'  *« 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF 
MICHIGAN  TERRITORY 
[NA:OIA,  SW,  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  D] 

Department  of  War,  19:  Aug^  1818. 
Gov^  Lewis  Cass,  Detroit. 

Sir,  I  enclose  an  e.xtract  of  a  letter  from  M"'  Ogden,  of  New  York, 
in  relation  to  the  removal  of  the  Six  nations  of  Indians,  and  request 
your  attention  to  the  subject  when  you  meet  the  Indians  for  the 
purpose  of  entering  into  negotiations  with  them  agreeably  to  the 
instructions  from  this  department,  and  ascertain  whether  the  Indians' 
on  Fox  river  and  its  vicinity,  or  any  of  the  tribes  inhabiting  the 
Country  North  of  the  State  of  Indiana  and  the  Illinois  territory, 
are  disposed  to  make  a  grant  of  lands  to  the  Six  nations  and  permit 
them  to  reside  amongst  them.  In  the  event  of  any  of  them  assenting 
to  the  proposal,  you  will  report  it  to  this  department,  when  you  will 
be  instructed  to  make  any  arrangements,  that  may  be  necessary  to 


"3  Stat.  126. 

"3  Stat.  219. 

»» 3  Stat.  308. 

"•  Answered  Sept.  5,  1818  (NA,  GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8),  to  the  efTect 
that  no  rights  of  preemption  were  in  order  in  the  Edwardsville  District.  See  also 
Rector  to  Meigs,  Aug.  24,  1818  {Terr.  Papers,  La.-Mo.,  xv),  containing  one 
paragraph  pertinent  to  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  30  townships  in  the 
Edwardsville  land  district. 
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facilitate  the  removal  of  the  Six  nations  to  the  Country  thus  selected 
for  their  future  residence,  provided  it  meets  their  approbation.*' 
I  have  &c.  J.  C.  C. 


THOMAS  L.  McKENNEY  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 
[NA:WD,SWDF,M-Misc.:  ALS] 

Office  of  Indian  Trade  Geo  Town  August  2V  1818 
To  The  Hone"  The  Secretary  of  War 

Sir  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  a  Copy  of  the  letter  addressed 
to  Gen'  Smith  by  L'  Col.  Chambers,*'  which  you  were  so  good  as  to 
enclose  me — and  I  beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  remarks  on 
it.— 

I  have  on  former  a  occasion  referred  to  the  necessity  which  I  felt 
myself  under  to  authorize  RP  Johnson  to  let  out  portions  of  Merchan- 
dize to  individuals.  Citizens  of  good  character,  and  on  suitable  secu- 
rity, with  a  view  to  counteract  the  exorbitant  demands  of  private 
traders  who  literally  blocked  up  the  way  to  the  Factory.  The  work- 
ings of  that  privilege  are  manifest. — 

So  far  as  the  charge  of  selling  goods  to  the  Military  applies,  it  is  one 
to  which  the  Office  pleads  guilty — It  has  been  the  Custom  to  supply 
the  troops  at  those  extreme  points  with  articles  such  as  could  be  spared 
from  the  Indian  trade — and  dreadful  would  have  been  the  condition 
of  the  Soldiers  especially  about  Green  Bay  &  Chicago,  on  more  oc- 
casions than  one,  had  not  this  been  the  established  usage.  After 
their  supplies  failed  to  reach  them,  and  in  that  high  region  they  must 
have  suffered  greatly,  had  it  not  been  for  the  presence  of  the 
Factories — 

The  charges  against  M"'  Johnson  for  selling  goods  to  the  white 
people,  may  be  correct,  but  it  will  lose  its  application  when  explained. 
On  the  breaking  up  of  the  Belle  Fontaine  Factory,  and  transferring 
it  from  thence  to  Le  Moin  *"  and  from  Le  Moin  to  Prarie  du  Chien  it 
contained  many  unsaleable  goods,  unsuited  to  the  Indian  Trade 
which  I  authorized  M''  Johnson  to  sell  either  at  auction  or  in  any 
other  manner  he  could.  It  might  have  suited  the  white  people  to 
buy  these  goods. — But  how  comes  it  that  if  M'  Johnson  sells  his 
"infinitely"  inferior  goods,  for  300  per  Cent  advance  above  the  prices 
asked  by  the  private  traders  for  "infinitely"  superior  goods" — that  so 

^  See  Terr.  Papers  (Mich.),  x,  index,  for  the  further  development  of  this  issue. 
See  also  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Cass,  Sept.  2,  1818  (NA.OIA.SW,  Lets.  Sent, 
Bk.  D),  to  the  effeqt  that  the  Six  Nations  Indians  were  not  to  receive  lands  in 
Indiana  or  Illinois. 

««  Copy  mentioned  not  seen,  but  probably  referring  to  ante,  p.  588. 

"  See  Terr.  Papers  (La.-Mo.)  xiii,  index. 
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decided  a  preference  should  be  given  to  M'  Johnston  &  his  few  sub 
agents, — As  to  create  all  this  distress  &  want  of  Market  for  such  good 
&  such  cheap  goods? — I  must  think  Col:  Chambers  has  carried  with 
him  some  of  the  feelings  which  it  seams  belonged  to  his  Command 
when  at  Green  Bay — and  also  that  his  information  must  be  very 
incorrect,  as  much  so  as  M'  Johnstons  was  respecting  his  ability  to 
Command  those  good,  and  cheap  goods  from  our  Atlantic  Cities.^ 
In  reference  to  that  subject  immediately  after  hearing  from  you  the 
opinion  of  M^  Johnston,  I  wrote  to  Philadelphia  &  New  York — See 
my  letter  marked  A  to  M'  Simpson  of  Philadelphia,  &  M'  J.  L.  Dias 
of  New  York.""— 

The  answers  were,  that  no  such  goods  were  to  be  found  in  those 
markets.  The  Philadelphia  agent  replied  that  no  belter  Blankets 
could  be  found  in  that  City  than  such  as  he  had  offered  in  his  letter  of 
2°"  June,  herewith  inclosed  marked  B — which  had  been  forwarded  on 
a  previous  request  that  he  would  notify  me  when  he  should  be  able 
to  put  his  hands  on  such  Blankets  as  we  deal  in.^"  The  Letter  from 
M'  J.  L  Dias  contains  the  result  of  his  investigation  of  the  New  York 
Market— it  is  marked  C."°— 

As  to  the  Indian  feelings  towards  the  Factories  It  must  needs  be 
totally  incorrect — they  beg  for  them,  and  have  expressed  themselves 
highly  gratified  from  North  to  South,  unless  occasionally  when  they 
are  made  to  speak  by  the  mouth  of  an  interested  Agent, — from  such 
Col"  Chambers,  no  doubt,  received  his  information. — 

I  have  a  good  daal  of  curious  matter  of  this  sort  in  this  Office,  which, 
whilst  it  would  amuse  you  to  look  it  over,  could  not  fail  to  disgust  by 
the  duplicity  which  is  discoverable  beneath  it."  — 

With  very  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  Yr.  Obed'  Serv' 

Tho:  L:  M-'Kenney  S.I.T. 

[Endorsed]  George  Town  21  Aug  1818.  Thomas  L.  M'^Kenney 
Esq,  In  relation  to  the  sale  of  certain  goods  to  Citizens  by  M'  Johnson 
Factor  Sale  of  goods  to  soldiers  relative  to  blankets — Encloses 
letters  from  M'  Simpson  of  PhiU  &  Dias  of  New  York — 


•<•  Present,  but  not  here  printed. 

•'  See  McKenney  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  July  17  and  Aug.  19,  1818  (NA, 
OIT,  Svpt.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  K),  printed,  W.H.C,  62-64,  66-79,  discu-ssing  more 
fully  the  above  and  other  agency  and  trading  house  affairs  at  Prairie  du  Chien. 
See  also  ibid.,  pp. "54,  58-59,  59-61,  62-64,  65-66,  95-96  for  additional  relevant 
documents;  and  ibid.,  pp.  34,  64-65,  relative  to  trade  affairs  at  Green  Bay.  A 
lengthy  letter  from  Cass  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Oct.  20,  1818  (NA,  WD,  SWDF, 
C37),  with  enclosures,  contains  significant  facts  concerning  the  licensing  of  traders 
in  the  Northwest.  See  also  Boilvin  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  Dec.  1,  1818,  ibid., 
B161,  concerning  Indian  relations  within  the  jurisdiction  of  his  agency. 
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CITIZENS  OF  ILLINOIS  TERRITORY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Reed.,  P:DS] 

Kaskaskia  Aug'  26'"  1818 

Sir  We  are  sorry  to  hear  that  no  orders  have  been  given  to  the 
Surveyor  of  the  pubhc  lands  of  the  Territories  of  Missouri  &  Illinois 
to  Survey  any  land  East  of  the  third  principal  Meridian — Money 
(we  are  informed)  for  surveying  sixty  townships  in  that  quarter  was 
appropriated  at  the  last  Session  of  Congress — It  will  be  remarked 
that  the  land  North  of  the  base  line  is  only  surveyed  about  twelve 
miles  west  of  the  Wabash,  this  land  is  mostly  sold  and  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  land  west  of  it — The  seat  of  Government  is  proposed 
to  be  located  about  forty  miles  North  of  the  base  line  near  the  Meridian 
You  must  therefore  perceive  the  necessity  of  taking  immediate  steps 
to  have  the  land  between  the  third  principal  Meridian  &  the  Wabash 
River  put  into  market — It  is  also  worthy  of  remark  that  the  Surveyes 
west  of  the  Meridian  extend  sixty  miles  North  of  the  Base  line  and 
none  East  of  it — We  therefore  take  the  liberty  of  expressing  our 
Earnest  wish  that  you  will  direct  the  surveyor  to  have  the  siu^eys 
extended  as  far  North  on  the  East  as  it  is  on  the  West  side  of  the 
Meridian — 

Y^  Ob'  Serv'= 

The  Hon'ble  Josiah  Meigs 

Nath'  Pope  Samuel  Omelveny 

Jesse  B  Thomas  William  Echols 

Michael  Jones  Seth  Gard 

Joseph  Mitchell  Abraham  Prickett 

Enoch  Moore  Sam'  G.  Morse 

John  Messinger  Conrad  Will 

J.  Harrison  Dan'  P  Cook 

James  Lerner  J''  W"  C  Greenup 

William  M ''Henry  Hamlet  Ferguson 

B:  Stephenson  Tho°  Kirkpatrick 

Ed  M'^Cullom  W°  Mcfatridge 

Leo-^  White  Elias  K  Kane 

Willis  Hargrave  Cald*  Cairns 

Levi  Compton  Ninian  Edwards 

Joseph  Borough  Adolphus  F  Hubbard 

James  Hall  J'  (}eo  Fisher 

John  Whiteaker  Thomas  Roberts 

[Endorsed]  Kaskaskia  26  Aug'  1818  N  Pope  &  others  want  more 
land  prepard  for  sale    Sent  copy  to  Sec^  17  Sep'  order  survey  26  Sep'  °^ 

"  Cf.  post,  p.  603. 
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WILLIAM  C.  GREENUP  TO  HENRY  CLAY 

(NA:  HF,[l5  Cong.,  2  sess.:  ALS] 

Kaskaskia  5ep»  ll'"  1818 
Sir,     Pursuant  to  a  Resolution  of  the  Convention,  I  herewith  trans- 
mit to  you  a  Copy  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  IlHnois  '^ 
I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  very  respectfully  Your  obed'  Serv' 

W"    C.    Greenup 
Secretary  to  the  Convention 
Henry  Clay  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
United  States 

[Addressed]     Henry  Clay  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  Lexinton  Kentucky 

[Endorsed]     Constitution  of  the  State  of  Illinois  Novem.  17.  1818. 
Ref''  to  a  Select  Com"'* 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  NATHANIEL  POPE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8) 

General  Land  Office    September  17.  1818 
Hon  Nath'  Pope    Kaskaskia 

Sir,    a  Letter  signed  by  you  and  sundry  other  gentlemen  dated 
Kaskaskia  26'"  Ult"'*  urging  the  survey  of  more  public  Lands  in 


"  This  is  a  printed  copy,  which  is  present.  This  Constitution  is  published  in 
B.  F.  Poore,  Fed.  and  Stale  Consts.,  I,  4.39-449;  F.  N.  Thorpe,  Fed.  and  Stale 
Consls.,  n,  972-985;  E.  J.  Verlie,  IlL  Consts.  (IHC,  xui),  25-47.  To  the  last 
named  printing  the  names  of  the  members  of  the  Convention  who  subscribed  their 
names  thereto  are  attached.  It  is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  present  publication  to 
incorporate  documents  bearing  on  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  Union  except 
so  far  as  such  papers  are  found  in  Washington  and  not  previously  published.  The 
movement  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  Union  as  a  State  has  been  carefully 
described  in  adequate  detail  by  S.  J.  Buck  in  his  III.  in  1818  (111.  Cent.  Commis- 
sion, 1917),  pp.  207-309.  This  work  embodies  copious  citations  to  all  available 
primary  sources,  including  the  files  of  the  Illinois  Intelligencer  (formerly  the 
Western  Intelligencer),  the  original  files  of  which  are  in  the  Mercantile  Library, 
St.  Louis,  a  photostat  copy  being  in  the  Illinois  Historical  Survey,  Urbana;  the 
"Journal"  of  the  Convention  of  1818,  a  contemporary  printed  copy  of  which  is  in 
the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Illinois,  and  which  has  been  reprinted  in  the 
Illinois  State  Hist.  Soc.  Journal,  vi,  355-424;  the  Journals  of  the  Illinois  Terri- 
torial Legislature;  the  files  of  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives,  and 
many  other  printed  and  manuscript  authorities.  To  this  authoritative  work  the 
reader  is  therefore  referred  in  lieu  of  a  lengthy  footnote  on  the  successive  steps 
which  led  to  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  Union. 

•*  Actually  referred  on  Nov.  16,  1818  {House  Journal,  15  Cong.,  1  sess.,  p.  7). 

•»  Ante,  p.  601. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  603 

Illinois  &  Missouri  Territories,  has  been  received  and  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  who  is  at  present  in  Georgia. 


JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  JOHN  McKEE 
[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

General  Land  Office    Septem'  23''  1818 
John  M^Kee  Esq"  Reg'  Edwards^ 

Sir,  The  President  has  approved  of  the  Lease  you  made  of  the 
Saline  m  sections  32  and  33,  6  n  4  w  to  Joel  Smith  &  the  Lease  (as 
customary)  has  been  sent  to  the  Office  of  the  Comp''  of  the  Treasury.'* 

I  am  &c. 


THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY  TO  JOSIAH  MEIGS 
[NA:GLO,  Treasury  Letters,  Unbound  lALS] 

Treasury  Department  25'"  Sept.  1818 

Sir,  Your  letter  of  the  17'"  inst.''  inclosing  the  copy  of  a  communi- 
cation from  the  Honb^  Nath'  Pope  and  others,  requesting  that  the 
Survey  of  the  Public  lands  in  the  Illinois  Territory  may  be  extended 
from  the  third  Principal  Meridian  to  the  Wabash,  has  been  received. 

As  no  injury  can  possibly  arise  from  granting  this  request,  you  are 
authorized  to  give  the  necessary  instructions  for  that  purpose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  Most  Obt  Serv' 

W"  H  Crawford 

JosiAH  Meigs  Esq'  Comm'  G.L.O. 

[Addressed]    The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office. 

[Endorsed]  25  Sep'  1818  Sec''  Treasury  directs  a  Survey  between 
3'*  Merid"  &  the  Wabash  at  the  request  of  Hon  N  Pope  &  others  done 
26'"  Sep'    Copied  for  S  T  Exam''  DC    J.  N. 


GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  TO  THE  PRESIDENT 
[NA:SD,  Resignations :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  Illinois  Oct'  6.  1818 
Sir    I  beg  leave  hereby  to  resign  my  office  as  Governor  of  the 
Illinois  Territory  °^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  Yr  Mo  Ob'  S' 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

»8  Cf.  ante,  p.  573. 
"  Cf.  ante,  p.  601. 
«»  See  post,  p.  615,  n.  13. 
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[Addressed]    The  President  of  the  U:  S. 

[Endorsed]  Edwards  Ninian  October  6,  1818,  Reed  Dec'  1. 
Resigns  as  governor.  

JUDGE  THOMAS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 
[NA:SD,  Resignations :ALS] 

Kaskaskia  6.  October  1818. 
SiK,     I  take  the  liberty  of  resigning  the  office  conferred  on  me  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over 
the  Territory  of  Illinois,  which  you  will  please  accept  " — 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  Very  respectfully  Sir  your  IVIost  ob'  Hum' 
Serv' 

Jesse  B.  Thomas 
The  Hon"'*  Secretary  of  State 

[Addressed]  The  Hon"'''  John  Q.  Adams  Esq.  Secretary  of  State 
City  of  Washington  [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  Oct'  10'" 

[Endorsed]  6.  Oct.  1818.  Thomas  Jesse  B.  Resigns  as  Judge  in 
the  Illinois  Territory.  

PETITION   OF   MEMBERS  OF  THE   BAR   OF   KENTUCKY 
[NA:SD,  Applications:DS] 

[October  8,  1818] 
To  HIS  Excellency,  James  Monroe,  President  of  the  United  States. 

The  undersigned  persons  (principally  members  of  the  bench  and 
Bar,  of  Kentucky)  beg  leave  to  name  to  your  Excellency,  as  a  proper 
person  to  fill  a  Judicial  office  in  one  of  the  Territories  of  the  United 
States;  Isaac  Darneille  Esqr. 

M'  Darneille,  is  a  man  of  liberal  education  and  legal  acquirements: 
we  have  known  him  for  several  years  past,  as  a  practising  law\'er,  and 
the  Editor  of  a  republican  print,  in  both  of  which  characters  he  dis- 
charged his  duty  with  credit  to  himself,  and  advantageously  for  his 
clients,  and  his  country. 

M'  Darneille  has  supported  so  far  as  we  know,  an  irreproachable 
moral  character;  and  we  have  no  doubt,  should  your  Excellency 
think  proper  to  confer  on  him  an  appointment  of  this  nature;  the 
trust  will  be  well  confided. 

M'  Darneille  is  getting  somewhat  advanced  in  life,  'tho'  perfectly 
competent  to  perform  the  duties  of.an  office  of  this  kind ;  and  finds  it 
unpleasant  and  disagreeable  to  go  through  the  turmoils  which,  a 
practising  lawyer  in  the  Western  Country  must  necessarily  encounter 


••  See  post,  p.  615,  n.  13. 
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This,  together  with  his  having  been  unfortunate  in  pecuniary- 
matters,  induces  him  to  make  this  appeal. 

Your  petitioners  cannot  forbear  saying,  they  will  feel  much  grati- 
fication, if  your  Excellency  should  confer  on  him  an  appointment  of  a 
judicial  nature. 

S'"  of  October  1818. 


Solomon  P.  Sharp 
B.  W.  Patton 
John  Breathitt 
K.  A.  Emno 
Jn"  H.  Phelps 
Maxwell  Sharp 
James  Breathitt 
B.  Shackelford 
S.  Caldwell 
Jno  M'^Laughlin 


Fidelio  C.  Sharp 
Rezin  Davidge 
H.  K.  Lewis 
Ben  P.  Campbell 
P  Slaughter 
James  M.  Johnson 
Mill.  Cannon  jr 
Daniel  Overton 
N.  S.  Dallam 
John  D  Patton 


[Endorsed]  Dep'  of  State  M'  Dameille  recommendations  of  Isaac 
Dameille,  as  Judge  in  one  of  the  Territories  of  the  U.S.  Oct.  8.  1818 
Ent" 


RECOMMENDATION  OF  JEPTHAH  HARDIN  AS  DISTRICT 

ATTORNEY 

[NA:SD,  Applications :DS] 

Kaskaskia  October  10*"  1818 
The  Hon"''  J  Q  Adams  Sec^  of  State  of  the  United  States 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  the  State  of  Illinois  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend Jepthah  Hardin  Esq"  the  late  Judge  of  the  circuit  court  of 
Illinois  Territory  as  a  proper  person  to  appoint  as  district  Attorney 
for  this  state. 

We  have  the  Honor  to  be  Sir  Yr  Mo  Ob'  Ser" 


Jn°  Caldwell 
Sam'  Hayes 
William  T  Shepard 
James  Kelly 
John  R  Sloo 
A.  S.  Grant 
Ro3.  H  Grant 
Rich"  Elliott 
John  C.  Rives 
Cornelius  Laffarty 
John  Forrester 
Elias  K  Kane 


Joseph  Ritchee 
Lewis  Barker 
Michael  Jones 
Martin  Jones 
W"  C  Greenup 
J""  Marshall 
Sam'  M-^Clintoc 
Joseph  M.  Street 
Thomas  C.  Browne 
William  Kinney 
J  Kirkpatrick 
Rob'  Peoples 


[Endorsed]     Caldwell   Jn   &   others   recommendation   of  Jepthah 
Hardin  as  Marshal  of  Illinois  reed  March  3.     Jepthah  Hardin. 
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SECRETARY  PHILIPS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE 
TREASURY 
[GAO:Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  40,570  (1818) :ALS  '1 

Kaskaskia  Oct  12'"  1818 
Sir,  Enclosed  I  send  you  my  account  for  the  quarter  ending  30 
Of  Septr,  present  year — Your  letter  of  instruction  in  relation  thereto 
did  not  reach  me  until  it  was  too  late  to  comply  with  the  same,  Gov- 
ernor Edwards  however  is  now  at  the  City  &  will  give  such  orders  as 
may  be  required. 

Respectfully  Sir,  Your  most  Obd'  Hble  Serv* 

Joseph  Philips 

[Addressed]    The  Honb"  W"  H.  Crawford  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
Washington  City.     [Postmarked]  Kaskasia  Nov.  4""  free. 

[Endorsed]     1818  Oct.  12    J.  Philips  Sec.  of  the  Illinois  T"  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


NATHANIEL  POPE  AND   OTHERS   TO   THE  SECRETARY 

OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :LS] 

Kaskaskia  Oct'  13'"  1818 
To  THE  Hon.  John  Q  Adams 

Sir  We  beg  leave  to  remind  you  that  William  Mears  Esquire  has 
held  the  office  of  District  Attorney  of  the  U.  States  for  the  Territory 
of  Illinois  and  in  our  opinions  has  discharged  the  duties  of  that  office 
with  fidelity  and  ability — We  are  authorised  to  state  that  he  is  willing 
to  accept  the  Office  under  the  State  Government  of  Illinois  and  we 
take  this  opportunity  of  bearing  testimony  in  favour  of  his  claim  to 
the  confidence  of  the  National  Government  ^ 

Nath'  Pope  William  P.  Foster. 

S.  Bond—  Pierre  Menard 

Joseph  Philips  B.  Stephenson 


'  This  document  is  an  enclosure  with  the  account  number  cited,  which  is  dated 
May  6,  1820. 

''This  recommendation  was  transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  State  by  Senator 
Ninian  Edwards,  Jan.  8,  1819,  in  a  letter  in  which  he  added  his  personal  recom- 
mendation of  Mears  (NA,  SD,  Applications). 
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GOVERNOR  EDWARDS  AND  AUGUSTE  CHOUTEAU  TO  THE 
SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

[NA:WD,  SWDF,  E5:LS] 

S'  Louis  the  16  "■  October  1818.— 

Sir,  In  Conformity  with  the  instructions  contained  in  a  letter 
from  your  predecessor  of  the  1°'  Nov"''  last,^  We  have  had  several 
conferences  &  councils  with  the  different  tribes  of  Indians  therein 
mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  them  the  cession  of  land 
which  we  were  directed  to  endeavour  to  procure.  And  We  Regret 
that  it  has  not  yet  been  completely  in  our  power  to  fulfill  the  wishes 
of  the  President  upon  that  Subject. 

Added  to  a  long  cherished  repugnance  on  the  part  of  the  Indians  to 
relinquishing  the  Country  in  question,  the  interference  of  unprincipled 
individuals  has  interposed  Obstacles  that  were  not  to  be  surmounted 
but  by  the  most  cautious  &  gradual  means,  which  we  have  found  our- 
selves compelled  to  resort  to,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the 
machinations  that  have  been  practised,  and  the  undue  influence 
acquired  thereby. 

We  are  happy  however  to  state  that  we  Concluded  a  treaty  with  the 
rightful  owners  of  the  land  on  the  25'"  Ult.^  which  we  have  now  the 
honor  herewith  to  transmit. 

The  Other  Indians  who  occupy  a  portion  of  the  land  ceded  by  this 
treaty  &  who  have  no  better  claim  to  it,  than  recent  occupancy,  are 
willing  to  exchange  it  for  land  in  this  Territory  which  can  be  given 
them,  without  any  detriment  to  the  public  interest,  but  they  never 
could  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  surrender  it  for  any  Annuity 
whatever — Their  Chiefs  have  Agreed  with  us  upon  the  terms  of 
exchange,  though  no  formal  treaty  could  be  made  with  them,  because 
to  satisfy  their  own  people,  they  deemed  it  usefull,  that  the  land  pro- 
posed to  be  given  them  in  exchange  should  first  be  viewed  by  persons 
to  be  dispatched  by  themselves  for  that  purpose,  whose  report  they 
presume  will  give  entire  Satisfaction  to  their  Whole  Nation,  &  we 
think  it  probable,  that  they  may  be  prevailed  upon  to  remove  Next 
Spring,  provided  they  can  be  assisted  with  one  or  two  boats  for  the 


»  Ante,  p.  543. 

«  The  original  MS.  text  of  this  treaty  with  the  Illinois  nation  (Peoria,  Kaskaskia, 
Michigamea,  Cahokia,  and  Tamarois)  is  in  NA  (SD,  Ind.  Treaties).  It  is 
printed,  7  Stat.  181-183;  A.S.P.,  Ind.  Affairs,  ii,  167;  Kappler  (ed.),  Ind.  Treaties, 
II,  165-166.  The  treaty  was  ratified  Dec.  18,  1818  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  III, 
158-159),  and  proclaimed  Jan.  5,  1819.  See  Royce,  Ind.  Land  Cessions,  map  17, 
cession  designation  96a  (also  48),  for  a  delineation  of  the  area  ceded. 
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transportation  of  their  property,  &  with  Com  for  their  support  during 
the  next  year,  which  we  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  promise  them. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  Sir  Your  Most  Obed' 
Servants 

NiNiAN  Edwards 
Aug"  Chouteau 

To  THE  HON""  J.  C.  Calhoun  Secretary  of  War.  Washington 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  16  Oct  1818.  Gov'  Ninian  Edwards,  Col.  A. 
Chouteau,  In  relation  to  the  measures  lately  taken  to  make  a 
Treaty  with  certain  Indians — Encloses  a  Treaty  with  the  Illinois 
Indians.    Nov  1818 


JOHN  BOWYER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

INA:WD,  SWDF,  B90:ALS] 

Green  Bay  Oct'  20  1818 
Sir  I  take  the  first  opportunity  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  16'" 
May  last '  which  was  not  received  before  the  1"  September.  The 
Minominee  Tribe  of  Indians  Inhabit  and  claim  the  Countrj'  on  Green 
Bay  and  the  Fox  river  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Fort  Howard  I 
know  of  no  other  Tribe  having  any  claim  to  the  land  on  the  Bay  or 
Fox  river,  below  the  Winebagoe  lake,  and  from  the  best  information 
I  can  obtain  the  Minominees  have  been  in  possession  of  this  district  of 
country  for  more  than  one  hundred  years,  They  conquered,  it  from 
the  Sock,  Fox  and  Winebagoe  Tribs,  and  from  every  information  I 
have  been  able  to  collect  both  from  Indians  and  the  Inhabitants,  no 
cession  was  ever  made  to  the  British  or  French  Governments  or  their 
subjects,  or  that  any  Grant  to  land  was  ever  made  by  the  French  or 
British  Governments  to  their  subjects.  The  commencement  of  the 
Settlement  at  this  place  was  a  Trading  establishment  by  the  French 
on  the  site  of  Fort  Howard,  and  from  the  Indians  being  well  pleased 
with  the  French  suffered  them  to  settle  and  to  cultivate  the  land  on 
Fox  river,  this  settlement  was  considerable  increased  under  the 
British  Government,  but  almost  destroyed  during  the  late  war.  It  is 
in  virtue  of  the  permission  from  the  Indians  the  present  inhabitants 
claim  their  lands 

I  have  not  since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  been  abl  to  see  any  of 
the  principle  Chiefs  of  the  Minominee  Tribe  and  cannot  positivly 
inform  you  whether  they  will  be  willing  to  dispose  of  their  land  on 
the  Bay  &  Fox  river  The  are  at  their  hunting  gronds  and  will  not 
return  before  the  month  of  may  next,  but  from  what  I  know  of  their 

•  Ante,  p.  590.  ( 
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situation  I  have  no  doubt  the  quantity  of  land  you  mention  may  be 
had  from  them,  The  game  in  this  district  is  destroyed  and  they 
could  not  support  themselves  during  the  Spring  and  Summer  months 
were  it  not  for  the  Fish  and  wild  Rice  with  which  the  Bay  and  river 
are  full,  Their  disposing  of  Twenty  five  miles  Square,  would  not  in 
the  smallest  degree  deprive  them  of  either  the  fish  or  rice  On  the 
return  of  the  Chiefs  in  the  Spring  I  will  assemble  them  and  forward 
you  their  talk  on  this  Subject 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  very  respectfully  your  most  Ob'  Serv' 

Jn"  Bowyer 

The  Hon*"'*  Secretary  of  War 

[Endorsed]  Green  Bay  20  Oct  1818.  John  Bowyer  Has  Rec" 
letter  16  May  last — report  in  relation  to  the  tribes  of  Indians  in  that 
Country  &c  &c  Nov  1818  

JOHN  GARDINER  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY 

[NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

General  Land  Office  October  28""  1818 
Hon.  W  H  Crawtord,  Sec^  of  the  Treasury. 

Sir  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  letter  from  M'  Pope,  notifsring 
the  death  of  the  Register  at  Edwards\alle,  also  the  resignation  of  the 
Receiver  at  Kaskaskia  &  sundry  recommendations  of  a  successor.' 

I  am  &c  John  Gardiner  Ch.  Cl. 


ELIAS  K.  KANE  TO  WILLIAM  MEARS 

[NA:SD,  Applications  :ALS] 

Kaskasku  October  1818 
W"  Mears  Esq' 

Although  I  signed  a  recommendation  in  favour  of  the  Hon'"^  J 
Hardin,  soliciting  the  appointment  of  District  Attorney  for  this 
State — I  wish  it  understood,  that  at  the  time  I  did  not  reflect  upon 
the  probability  of  your  wishing  a  continuation  of  the  appointment — I 
feel  much  respect  for  Judge  Hardin  but  should  deeply  regret  that  my 
recommendation  in  his  favour  should  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  your 
pretensions — I  believe  you  have  heretofore  fulfilled  the  duties  of  that 
office  with  a  degree  of  ability  and  integrity  highly  honourable  to 
yourself  &  usefully  to  your  country — 

I  am  D"-  Sir  Yr  Mo  obt  Serv'  E  K  Kane 


'  Letter  not  found. 
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JOSIAH  MEIGS  TO  NATHANIEL  POPE 

(NA:GLO,  Misc.  Lets.  Sent,  Bk.  8] 

General  Land  Office  November  9'"  1818 
Nathaniel  Pope  Esq"  Reg'  Land  Office  Edwards' 

Sir,  I  have  the  Pleasure  to  transmit  herewith  a  Comm°  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  appointing  you  Register  of  the  Land 
Office  at  Edwards*;"  I  have  to  request  that  you  will  immediately 
qualify  yourself  by  taking  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  &  for  fidelity  in  Offiice,  with  a  bond  executed  by  your- 
self &  one  or  more  good  sureties  in  the  sum  of  ten  thousand  Dollars. 
A  form  of  the  Bond  is  enclosed. 

I  am  &c. 


RICHARD  GRAHAM  AND  SECRETARY  PHILIPS  TO  THE 

SECRETARY  OF  WAR 

INA:WD,  SWDF,  G49:LS] 

St  Louis  10'"  Nov.  1818 
Sir  On  the  18""  Ult  Gov'  Edwards  addressed  to  us,'  as  Commis- 
sioners, appointed  by  the  President  to  run  such  Indian  boundary  lines 
as  the  Gov'  might  designate,  a  letter  in  which  he  states  as  his  opinion 
that  it  is  necessary  we  should  run  and  mark  all  the  lines  of  the  tract 
of  land  ceeded  by  the  treaty  of  St  Louis  of  August  1816  which  lies 
between  the  original  Cession  of  the  Sacs  &  Foxes  and  Lake  Michagan, 
also  the  northern  boundery  only  of  the  rest  of  the  Land  that  was  at 
the  same  time  and  place  and  by  the  same  treaty  relinquish"  by  the 
Ottoways  Chippeways  and  Pottawatmies  to  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  being  impracticable  to  Comply  with  the  recommendation  of 
the  War  department  in  relation  to  a  contract  with  the  principal 
Surveyor  W"  Rector  for  runing  and  marking  these  lines  at  a  given 
sum  pr  mile  the  Surveyor  furnishing  every  thing  for  that  purpose  it 
has  become,  our  duty  to  make  other  arrangements  and  draw  for  the 
necessary  funds.  In  Consequence  of  which  and  to  couver  the  Expend- 
atures  of  outfit  &c  &c  we  have  this  day  drawn  on  you  in  favor  of 
Ja'  &  Geo  H  Kinnerly  Merchants  of  this  place  for  Five  Thousand 
dollars. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  the  many  privations  to 
which  we  must  be  subjected  in  so  remote  and  inhospitable  a  Country 
as  that  in  which  we  are  destin"*  to  Act,  with  the  additional  expense, 
which  it  would  seem  must  necessarily  accrue  to  the  gouverment  by 


'  Nominated  Nov.  27  and  confirmed  Nov.  30,  1818  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal, 
III,  143,  150). 
•  Not  found. 
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runing  these  lines  in  the  Winter  season,  indused  in  us  a  wish  to  pospone 
the  discharge  of  our  Official  duties  to  a  more  favourable  period;  but 
being  fully  persuaided  that  we  shall  incur  less  risk  at  the  present  sea- 
son from  the  depredatory  disposition  of  the  Indians,  and  understanding 
from  the  best  information  that  it  is  impracticable  to  survey  a  part  of 
the  Country  over  which  we  have  to  pass,  except  in  the  depth  of 
Winter — together  with  assurenses  from  Gov''  Edwards  that  it  is  im- 
portant to  the  Gouverment  to  have  these  lines  run  without  delay, 
and  that  so  far  as  his  representations  would  go  an  appropriation  equal 
to  the  expense,  and  a  Compensation  Commensurate  with  the  fatigues 
&  danger  of  a  winters  tour  in  that  high  latitude  should  be  allowed, 
determin'd  us  at  once  to  breast  every  obsticle  and  enter  on  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  assign'd 

Having  become  responsible  for  every  expenditure  necessary  to  the 
Compleasion  of  the  business  in  question,  we  beg  leave  to  hope  that 
on  our  return  we  may  have  instructions  to  draw  for  the  amount;  and 
for  data,  in  relation  to  a  suitable  appropriation,  would  refer  you  to 
Gov'  Edwards,  observing  only  that  by  a  rough  Calculation  of  our  own 
it  should  not  fall  far  short  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be  Sir  Very  Respectfully  Your  Ob*  Hu'  Ser" 

R  Graham 
Joseph  Philips 

Honb'°  J.  C.  Calhoun    Secretary  of  War 

[Endorsed]  S'  Louis  10  Nov  1818.  Richard  Graham  &  J.  Phillips 
relative  to  Running  the  boundary  lines  Dec'  1818 


THE  POSTMASTER  GENERAL  TO  WILLIAM  P.  PICKETT 

[NA:PO,  P.  M.  Letter  Book  X] 

Post  Office  Dep'  Nov.  24  1818 
Sir  In  reply  to  that  part  of  your  Letter  of  the  5th  instant '  which 
relates  to  the  extension  of  your  route  I  would  observe  that  if  you  will 
procure  a  certificate  from  the  Post  master  of  Johnsons  C  H  stateing 
the  reputed  distance  from  where  his  office  lately  was  to  Kaskaskia 
and  what  the  reputed  distance  now  is  you  shall  receive  an  equitable 
consideration  for  the  increase  of  your  duty — 
y  Obt  R.  J.  Meigs  J' 

M'  WiLLUM  P  Pickett  Salem  Ky, 


•  Not  found. 
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WILLIAM  MEARS  TO  THE  SECRETARY  OF  STATE 

[NA:SD,  Applications :LS] 

Belleville  27'"  November  1818 
Sir,  I  most  humbly  and  respectfully  inform  you,  that  I  am  an 
applicant  for  the  appointment  of  District  Attorney  for  the  State  of 
Illinois.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  offensive  to  enclose  a  letter  written  me 
by  IVP  Pope  our  late  delegate  in  Congress  adx-ising  me  of  the  existence 
and  circulation  of  two  recommendations  addressed  to  your  Honor,  one 
for  Jeptha  Harden  and  one  for  Thomas  Reynolds  Esq"  to  obtain  for 
one  of  them  the  Appointment  for  which  I  now  humbly  apply;  I  am 
told  each  of  their  recommendations  bears  the  signatures  of  several 
members  of  our  State  Legislature  then  in  Session  (if  we  can  be  called 
a  State)  and  also  the  names  of  others.  These  recommendations 
originated  and  circulated  for  several  days  in  my  absence  and  without 
my  knowledge  as  the  Superscription  and  Contents  of  M''  Pope's 
herewith  communicated  abundantly  show.  As  the  above  two  Gentle- 
men and  myself  were  not  at  once  nor  indeed  at  all  before  the  Assembly 
the  number  of  their  Signatures  annexed  to  said  recommendations  does 
not  even  presumptively  testify  what  the  comparative  standing  of  the 
above  two  Gentlemen  and  myself  as  Lawj^ers  is  before  our  State 
Legislature.  Much  less  does  it  give  either  of  them  a  preference  over 
me;  from  the  manner  in  which  the  names  to  these  recommendations 
have  been  obtained,  though  they  may  be  highly  honorable  to  the 
above  two  Gentlemen.  Yet  I  hope  they  will  not  be  considered  as 
casting  the  Slightest  imputation  on  me.  There  is  a  very  imperfect 
expression  of  the  will  of  the  members  on  this  subject  as  some  signed 
for  one  and  some  for  the  other  and  some  for  neither;  so  then  I  trust 
that  on  this  account  at  least  they  will  not  be  able  to  give  my  preten- 
sions a  formidable  opposition.  Not  ha%nng  a  fair  start  with  the  above 
Gentlemen  I  declined  on  my  arrival  at  Kaskaskia  to  solicit  the 
patronage  of  any  of  the  members,  several  of  them  after  they  under- 
stood how  my  interest  might  be  affected  by  their  signatures,  declared 
they  regretted  having  patronized  the  pretensions  of  anyone  but  me 
for  that  office.  Col'  Pierre  Menard  the  Lieu'  Gov'  of  this  State  is  one 
who  supported  the  wishes  of  M'  Reynolds  as  he  thought  it  was  a  State 
instead  of  an  United  States  Appointment,  but  he  told  me  he  would 
have  his  name  erased  and  actually  placed  it  on  a  recommendation  for 
me.  But  what  I  lack  in  numbers  I  humbly  conceive  I  have  in  weight. 
M'  Pope  and  M'  Bond  our  late  delegate  to  Congress,  since  receiver 
here  of  public  money  under  the  United  States  and  now  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Illinois  Captain  Philips  late  of  the  army  now 
Secretary  of  this  Territory  and  chosen  Chief  Justice  for  the  State  of 
Illinois  and  M'  Foster  a  student  of  M'  Wirt  and  now  elected  one  of  the 
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Judges  of  said  State  and  Col'  Menard  Lieu*  Gov"'  all  unite  in  recom- 
mending me  for  this  Appointment.  I  think  the  standing  of  these 
Gentlemen  in  this  Country  and  at  Washington  will  vastly  outweigh 
that  of  the  supporters  of  my  opponents.  Gov'  Edwards  one  of  our 
Senators  will  I  expect  lay  before  you  said  recommendation.  He  will 
also  lay  before  you  the  Sentiments  of  EUas  K.  Kane  Esq'  chosen 
secretary  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  a  letter  addressed  to  me  declaring 
the  inadvertence  that  lead  him  to  favor  Judge  Harden's  wishes  for 
that  office  and  declaring  also  that  he  does  not  wish  to  embarrass  my 
pretensions.  I  would  feign  hope,  Sir,  that  one  circumstance  more 
will  strongly  shelter  my  desires  against  a  disappointment  and  that  is 
that  in  1813  by  the  recommendation  of  Col'  Bond,  I  was  appointed 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Illinois  Territory  (an  event  he 
does  not  appear  to  regret)  and  as  the  above  Gentlemen  testify  I  hope 
my  demeanor  therein  has  been  irreprochable  and  I  am  sure  my 
competitors  will  not  even  insinuate  the  contrary.  WTiether  they  are 
more  able  to  do  the  duties  of  that  office  than  I  am  I  leave  to  the 
decision  of  others,  but  I  am  sure  neither  of  them  are  more  willing.  I 
have  been  long  since  Attorney  Gen'  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  under 
Gov'  Edwards  and  he  can  inform  you  how  I  have  executed  the  duties 
of  the  aforesaid  offices.  The  weighty  characters  of  my  supporters 
together  with  at  least  the  blameless  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that 
office  for  a  long  time  will  I  humbly  and  sincerely  trust  if  it  be  pardon- 
able for  me  to  say  so,  preserve  a  faithful  servant  from  the  severe  pain 
of  a  dismission  from  office. 

With  great  consideration  and  respect  I  have  the  Honor  to  be,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  Servant. 

W"  Mears 

The  Honorable  John  Q  Adams  Secretary  of  State. 

[Addressed]  The  Honorable  John  Q.  Adams  Secretary  of  State. 
Washington  City  D.  C. 

[Endorsed]  Mears  W°  Nov'  27.  1818.  Reed.  Dec'  24.  solicits  the 
app'  or  re-appointment  of  District  Attorney  in  Illinois — encloses  a 
Letter  from  Nath'  Pope.    Enf 

[Enclosure:  ALS] 

Nathaniel  Pope  to  William  Mears 

Kaskaskia  Oct'  10'"  1818 
Sir    If  you  wish  to  be  continued  District  Attorney  for  this  State 
you  will  do  well  to  attend  to  it — Recommendations  are  afloat  in  favour 
of  Thomas  Reynolds  &  Jeptha  Hardin,  that  for  the  latter  was  pre- 
sented to  me  for  signature  but  I  refused  and  gave  for  reason  that  you 
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had  superior  claims  as  holding  the  office  &  being  greatly  in  advance 
as  to  Talents — I  have  not  seen  the  other 

I  am  Sir  y'  ob'  Serv'  Nath'  Pope 

P.  S.     If  you  think  proper  you  can  forward  this  to  Washington 
N  Pope 

[Addressed]    William  Mears  Esq    Belleville  Illinois    [Postmarked] 
Kaskaskia  Oct'  10    14 

[Endorsed]    enclosed  in  W"  Mears'  Letter  of  Nov  27.  1818. 


JOSEPH  PHILIPS  TO  THE  COMPTROLLER  OF  THE 
TREASURY  '« 

[GAO:Misc.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  40,570  (1819)  :ALS  "1 

Kaskaskia  Augs'  28»''  1819 
Sir  Herewith  I  transmit  to  you  my  Accts  for  the  quarter  closeing 
my  disbursements  as  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory — I  have  been 
thus  dilatory  in  makeing  this  adjustment  in  consequence  of  my 
absence,  as  United  States  Commissioner  in  runing  Indian  boundery 
lines,  during  the  whole  of  last  winter,  &  by  the  request  of  Governor 
Edwards  that  it  should  embrace  some  disbursements  made  by  himself, 
&  not  comprised  in  any  former  Settlement,  but  that  Gentleman 
having  failed  to  furnish  the  requisite  vouchers,  I  have  determined 
to  leave  them  for  his  own  adjustment — 

With  regard  to  my  Salary:  Having  subsequently  received  an 
Appointment  which  took  effect  immediately  on  the  ratification  of  the 
constitution  of  this  State  by  Congress  I  shall  not  extend  my  claim 
beyond  that  period,  previous  to  which  &  after  the  resignation  of 
Governor  Edwards  I  continued  to  act  as  Secretary  exerciseing  the 
duties  of  Governor  &  Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs —Should  you 
think  me  entitled  to  Salary  up  to  the  period  above  mentioned,  you  will 
please  Settle  the  Same,  as  heretofore,  with  the  Cashier  of  the  Branch 
Bank  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dst  of  Colba,  deducting  therefrom 


'"  The  normal  termination  of  this  volume  should  be  on  or  before  Dec.  3,  1818, 
the  date  of  the  admission  of  Illinois  into  the  Union,  on  which  date  the  territorial 
status  of  Illinois  consequently  ceased.  The  present  document,  however,  al- 
though beyond  the  date  mentioned,  is  viewed  aj  essentially  territorial  in  character 
and  is  significant  by  reason  of  the  light  in  throws  on  the  process  of  liquidating  the 
business   of   territorial   relations. 

"  An  enclosure  in  the  account  mentioned,  which  is  dated  May  6,  1820. 
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to  balance  the  Acct  herewith  enclosed  '-  &  oblige  Sir  yoiir  friend 
&  very  Hble  Servt 

Joseph  Philips 
The  Hble  Jos  Anderson 

[Addressed]  The  Honb'  Joseph  Anderson.  Comptroller  of  the 
U.  States  Treasury  Washington  City  [Postmarked]  Kaskaskia  Aug' 
29"'  Mail 

[Endorsed]  1819  August  28'"  J.  Philips  SeC  Illinois  T''  to  the 
Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  (M'  Parker)  Under  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case  the  late  Secretary's  compensation  may  be 
allowed  to  the  3,  Dec'  1818, — Jos  Anderson." 


'-  In  the  file  containing  the  account,  and  with  it,  are  several  other  relevant  docu- 
ments including  the  Auditor's  certificate,  dated  May  8,  1820,  for  $173.20,  the  sum 
due  Philips. 

1'  In  GAG  (Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  37,  838  [1818])  is  the  account  of  Ninian 
Edwards  for  salary  as  Governor,  dated  Sept.  30,  1818,  and  with  it  the  Auditor's 
certificate  dated  Oct.  1,  1818,  certifying  the  account  for  the  quarter  July  1  to  Sept. 
30,  1818,  in  the  sum  of  $500.  In  anticipation  of  his  election  as  U.  S.  Senator, 
which  occurred  on  Oct.  7,  Edwards  resigned  as  Governor  on  Oct.  6,  ante,  p.  603, 
but  whether  he  received  payment  for  salary  for  the  intervening  days  does  not 
appear.  Jesse  B.  Thomas  also  resigned  as  Territorial  Judge  on  the  same  date, 
an(e,  p.  604.  In  GAO  (Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  39,  867  [1819]),  is  his  account  for 
salary  from  Oct.  1  to  Oct.  8,  1818,  in  the  sum  of  $26.09,  to  which  is  attached  the 
Auditor's  statement,  dated  Dec.  16,  1819,  countersigned  by  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  as  follows:  "The  above  mentioned  date  of  S'""  Oct'  1818  has  been 
taken  agreeably  to  the  decision  in  the  case  of  Judge  Towles,  the  State  Judges 
having  been  Commissioned  on  the  9""  Oct'  M'  Thomas  considers  the  territorial 
Judges  entitled  to  Salary  until  the  State  Constitution  was  acknowledged  by  Con- 
gress, but  declines  interfering  with  the  decision  of  the  Accounting  Officers  of 
the  Treasury." 

The  reference  to  Judge  Towles  in  the  foregoing  quotation  is  explained  in  the 
following  memorandum  of  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Oct.  2,  1819,  found 
in  GAO  (Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  40,570  [1819]),  which  account  concerns  the  case 
of  Secretary  and  Acting  Governor  Philips:  "On  the  Settlement  of  the  Account 
of  Thomas  Towles  one  of  the  late  Judges  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  it  appeared, 
that  the  Judges  for  the  State  were  appointed  on  the  9""  Oct'  1818  and  of  course 
that  the  Salaries  of  the  territorial  Judges  then  ceased — at  what  time  is  the  Salary 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  late  territory  to  cease?  by  his  letter  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury  dated  28  August  1819  he  appears  to  claim  his  Salary  to  the  3'' 
Dec  1818,  the  date  of  the  Resolution  of  Congress  admitting  the  State  of  Illinois 
into  the  Union".  In  a  different  hand  there  is  a  further  memorandum  (unsigned) 
on  the  same  sheet:  "Joseph  Philips  is  undoubtedly  entitled  to  his  salary  up  to  the 
3"*  Dec  the  Territorial  Government  being  in  force  up  to  that  period."  The 
resignation  of  Judge  Towles,  if  transmitted,  has  not  been  seen.  But  in  GAO 
(Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  39,204  [1819])  is  his  account  for  salary  for  the  period  July 
28  to  Oct.  8,  1818,  in  the  sum  of  $234.78,  signed  by  the  Auditor  and  counter- 
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signed  by  the  Comptroller,  July  8,  1819.  No  papers  have  been  found  respecting 
the  termination  of  Judge  Sprigg's  service  other  than  a  memorandum  in  an  en- 
closure with  the  last-mentioned  document  that  he  received  the  sum  of  $300  for 
the  period  July  1  to  Sept.  30,  1818. 

The  settlement  of  the  salaries  of  the  Judges  up  to  and  including  Oct.  8,  1818, 
on  the  assumption  that  the  succession  to  office  of  the  State  Judges  on  Oct.  9 
ended  their  services,  although  apparently  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  former 
as  to  their  right  to  compensation  until  the  Territory  became  a  State  in  the  Union 
by  declaration  of  Congress,  appeared  to  settle  the  issue.  But  the  decision  of  the 
Treasury  in  this  regard  was  subsequently  reversed.  Sixteen  years  later  we  find 
an  account  of  Thomas  Towles,  "formerly  a  Judge  for  Illinois  territory",  dated 
May  28,  1834  (GAO,  Misc.  Treas.  Acct.  No.  65,164  [1834]),  including  a  certificate 
of  the  same  date  signed  by  the  Auditor  and  by  the  Comptroller,  for  salary  as 
Judge  "in  Territory  of  Illinois  commencing  on  the  8  October  and  ending  on  the 
3  December  1818"  in  the  sum  of  $185.87.  It  appears,  however,  that  for  some 
unexplained  reason  payment  was  held  up  for  four  more  years.  The  following 
letter  from  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  to  the  First  Comptroller,  May  28,  1838, 
is  found  with  the  account  last  cited: 

"The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  referred  to  this  Office  a  letter  dated  the  12"" 
March  1838  from  the  Honorable  John  Calhoun  Representative  in  Congress  from 
Kentucky  relative  to  a  claim  of  Thomas  Towles  formerly  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Illinois  Territory  for  arrearages  of  his  Salary  while  in  Office  and  claiming  a  credit 
therefor  for  $185  87/100  with  interest  thereon  from  3"'  December  1818.  On 
examining  the  records  of  this  Office  it  appeared  by  a  letter  dated  30"'  June  1834 
from  the  First  Comptroller  to  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  that  the  credit  ought 
to  be  given.  It  now  appears  by  a  letter  dated  12"'  April  1838,  from  the  Attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Illinois  that  among  the  property  assigned 
in  trust  to  the  United  States  by  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  was  a  debt 
due  by  the  said  Thomas  Towles  to  the  Bank  which  amounted  as  it  is  said  on  the  1. 
January  1838.  to  $805.  I  shall  therefore  be  obliged  by  your  causing  the  account 
between  Thomas  Towles  and  the  United  States  to  be  adjusted  so  that  the  sum  due 
to  him  may  be  ascertained  and  such  measures  taken  as  are  necessary  to  apply 
it  as  a  credit  on  the  debt  of  the  Bank  of  Illinois  at  Shawneetown  to  the  United 
States  and  on  his  own  debt  to  that  institution." 

Although  the  evidence  is  not  at  present  available  as  to  the  otlier  Judges,  as  in 
the  case  of  Towles,  it  is  plain  that  their  contention  regarding  their  right  to  com- 
pensation to  the  legal  termination  of  the  territorial  period  was  finally  accepted  by 
the  Federal  Government  as  sound.  Cf.  Terr.  Papers  (Miss.),  vi,  816,  n.  97;  ibid. 
(Ind.),  Vin,  450-451,  n.  48;  ibid.  (Orleans),  ix,  1021;  ibid.  (Mich.),  xil,  1219,  n.  16. 
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Executive  Register  for  the  Illinois  Territory  Com- 
mencing the  25*''  day  of  April  1809 ' 

[ISL:Archs.  Div.:AD] 

[March  7,  1809] 
James  Madison  President  of  the  United  States  of  America.     To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents  Greeting: 

Know  ye,  that  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  Integrity, 
Dihgence  and  Abilities  of  Nathaniel  Pope,  of  the  Louisiana  Territory 
I  have  nominated,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  Consent  of  the 
Senate  do  appoint  him  Secretary  in  and  for  the  Illinois  Territory;  ^ 

■  Originally  there  were  three  complete  MS.  texts  of  the  Executive  Register  of 
Illinois  Territory.  The  first  consisted  of  the  original  notes,  which  were  in  the 
approximate  form  of  the  finished  Register;  its  location  is  in  the  Illinois  State 
Archives,  and  with  the  exception  of  entries  prior  to  Sept.  9, 1809,  is  fairly  complete. 
The  second  text  was  the  finished  record,  which  was  held  in  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Territory;  the  present  printing  is  of  this  second  original.  As  will  be 
noted  in  the  following  pages,  there  are  substantial  differences  between  the  two 
texts  mentioned:  the  first,  which  will  hereafter  be  referred  to  as  the  "Notebook", 
contains  entries  which  the  territorial  Secretary,  or  his  copyist,  failed  to  transfer 
to  the  permanent  record.  There  are  also  items  in  the  latter  which  are  missing 
from  the  "Notebook".  Other  differences,  such  as  regards  the  sequence  of  items, 
are  not  sufficiently  important  to  be  noted. 

The  third  MS.  was  the  officially  certified  copy  transmitted  every  six  months 
by  the  territorial  Secretary  to  the  Secretary  of  State;  it  was  based  on  the  second 
of  the  above-described  texts.  We  know  that  at  one  time  the  entire  Register  was 
present  in  the  archives  of  the  Department  of  State.  At  the  present  time,  how- 
ever, only  four  installments  are  found;  namely,  those  segments  covering  the  years 
from  Mar.  17,  1811,  to  Feb.  8,  1813,  inclusive. 

There  is  also  a  previously  published  version  edited  by  E.  J.  James,  Terr.  Records 
of  Illinois  (State  Hist.  Lib.  Pubs.,  No.  3),  pp.  3-61,  based  on  the  same  source 
as  the  present  printing.  There  are,  however,  not  only  certain  misprints  in  that 
edition,  which  prove  misleading,  but  there  are  also  a  number  of  missing  entries. 
In  either  case,  republication  appears  to  be  justified.  Rather  extensive  liberties 
were  also  taken  in  the  James  edition  with  respect  to  the  form  of  the  original. 
The  text  here  used  has  been  carefully  compared  with  the  other  texts,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  no  slips  of  importance  have  occurred.  The  handwriting  is  not  uni- 
form throughout  the  Register;  at  least  as  many  as  seven  different  hands  are 
discernible. 

2  Nominated  Mar.  6  and  confirmed  Mar.  7,  1809  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  u, 
119,  120). 

619 


620  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

and  do  authorize  and  empower  him  to  execute  and  fulfill  the  duties 
of  that  Office  According  to  law;  and  to  have  and  to  hold  the  said 
Office,  with  all  the  powers,  privileges  and  Emoluments  to  the  same 
of  right  appertaining  for  the  term  of  four  years  from  the  day  of  the 
date  hereof,  unless  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  the  time 
being  should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and  determine  this  Com- 
mission. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters  to  be  made  Patent 
and  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  Affixed.  Given  un- 
der my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington  the  seventh  day  of  March  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  Eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  of 
the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America  the  thirty  third.' 

James  Madison 

By  the  President 
R.  Smith 
Secretary  of  State 

KASKASKIA  APRIL  1809' 
1809  April  25  "■ 
Territory  of  Louisiana 

Be  it  Remembered  that  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of  April  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine  personally  appeared  before  me  Otho  Shrader 
one  of  the  Judges  in  and  over  the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  Nathaniel 
Pope  Esquire,  appointed  Secretary  in  and  for  the  Illinois  Territory  by 
Commission  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  bearing  date  the 
Seventh  day  of  March  last  past  and  took  the  following  Oath,  to  wit, 
that  he  will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  that  he 
will  perform  the  duties  of  his  said  Office  with  fidelity,  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  judgment. 

Nat  Pope 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  at  the  town  of  S'  Genevive  the 
day  and  year  aforesaid. 
Otho  Shrader 

28'"  A  PROCLAMATION  by 

Nathaniel  Pope  Secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Illinois  and  exercising 

the  Government  thereof 

By  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  the  Governor  for  the  prevention  of 
Crimes  and  injuries  and  for  the  Execution  of  process  Civil  and  Crimi- 

»  There  is  an  official  copy  of  this  commission  in  NA  (SD,  Misc.  Temp.  Commi.). 

*  At  the  top  of  each  page  of  the  MS.  occurs  the  name  of  the  territorial  capital, 
followed  sometimes  by  the  month  and  year,  as  above,  and  sometimes  only  by  the 
year.    This  is  not  carried  further  in  the  present  printing. 
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nal  within  the  Territory,"  I  have  thought  proper  to  and  by  this 
Proclamation  do  divide  the  IlHnois  Territory  into  two  Counties  to  be 
called  the  County  of  S'  Clair  ^  and  the  County  of  Randolph.'  The 
County  of  Randolph  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
lying  South  of  the  line  dividing  the  Counties  of  Randolph  &  S'  Clair 
as  it  existed  under  the  Government  of  the  Indiana  Territory  on  the 
last  day  of  February  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine 
— And  the  County  of  S'  Clair  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  Terri- 
tory which  lies  North  of  said  line. 

Done  at  Kaskaskia  the  28'"  day  of  April  1809  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  thirty  third. 

Nat  Pope 

Commissions  were  issued  by  the  acting  Governor  to  William 
Arundle  and  Philip  Fouke  appointing  them  Justices  of  the  Peace  in 
and  for  the  County  of  Randolph,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being.  Also  a  Commission  to  James  Gilbreath  appointing 
him  Sheriff  of  Randolph  County  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being. 

29'"  Application  being  made  accompanied  by  an  AfRda\it  made 
before  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  charging  James  Dunlap  with  the  murder 
of  Rice  Jones  and  that  the  said  James  Dunlap  had  fled  from  Justice 
and  taken  refuge  in  the  Orleans  Territory.  The  acting  Governor 
issued  his  demand  pursuant  to  the  Act  of  Congress  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  Justice  and  Persons  escaping  from  the  service 
of  theu*  masters"  '  requesting  the  Executive  of  the  Orleans  Territory 
to  cause  the  said  Dunlap  to  be  arrested  and  secured  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Said  Act " 

May  1"  A  commission  was  issued  by  the  Acting  Governor  to  Abram 
Clark  appointing  him  Captain  of  a  Militia  Company  in  the  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  S'  Clair  County  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being 

2°'*  Commissions  were  issued  by  the  Acting  Governor  to  William 
Whiteside  as  Major  &  W"  B.  Whiteside  as  Captain  of  Militia  in  the 

'  See  relevant  passage  in  Northwest  Ordinance,  Terr.  Papers  (N.W.),  II,  44. 

•  St.  Clair  County  was  originally  created  by  Governor  St.  Clair,  Apr.  27,  1790, 
ibid..  Ill,  301-303. 

'  Do.,  Oct.  5,  1795,  ibid.,  p.  441.  Governor  Harrison,  of  Indiana  Territory, 
made  further  changes  in  the  boundaries  of  the  two  counties  by  proclamations 
dated  Feb.  3,  1801,  and  Mar.  25,  1803  ("Ind.  Exec.  Journal",  Ind.  Hist.  Soc. 
Pubs.,  in,  98,  118). 

«  Approved  Feb.  12,  1793  (1  Stat.  302-305). 

'  Nothing  came  of  this  requisition.  A  question  may  be  raised  as  to  the  identity 
of  one  James  Dunlap  who  was  appointed  by  Governor  Claiborne,  of  Orleans 
Territory,  as  judge  of  Concordia  Parish,  Sept.  13,  1811  {Terr.  Papers,  Orleans, 
DC,  948,  Rowland,  ed.,  Claiborne  Let.  Bk.,  v,  358). 
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County  of  S'  Clair  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being. 

3'"  Commissions  were  issued  by  the  Acting  Governor  to  Nicholas* 
Jarrot,  John  Hay,  Caldwell  Cairnes,  Thomas  Todd,  Jacob  A.  Boyes, 
James  Lemon,  Enoch  Moore,  David  Badgley,  James  Bankson, 
William  Biggs,  Robert  Elliott,  John  Finlay,  David  White,  Samuel  S. 
Kennedy,  Antoine  Deschamps,  Harry  Munroe  Fisher  &  Nicholas 
Boilvin  appointing  them  Justices  of  the  Peace,  John  Hay  Sheriff  & 
Enoch  Moore,  Coroner  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being. 

Commissions  were  also  issued  to  Elias  Rector  as  Adjutant  General 
of  the  Militia  of  the  Territory  Shadrach  Bond  Junior  Lieutenant 
Col"  Commandant  and  to  John  Mordock  as  Major,  in  the  County  of 
S'  Clair— Elihu  Mather  Adjutant  of  the  regiment  of  S'  Clair  County, 
Jean  Beaulieu  Ettienne  Pinconneau,  John  Scott,  James  Moore, 
William  Pruitt,  Francois  Racine,  Henry  Munroe  Fisher,  James 
Stockton  &  Franklin  Jarvis,  Captains — George  Dement,  Joseph 
Manegie,  George  Atcheson  Enoch  Moore  1"  of  a  Cavalry  Company, 
Jacob  Ogle  2"  of  a  Cavalry  Company,  John  Teaters,  Pierre  Lisje, 
Samuel  Kinney,  Samuel  Judy  &  Lsaac  Forguson  Lieutenants  and 
William  Blair,  Henry  Mace  Cornet,  of  a  Cavalry  Company,  William 
Scott  jun",  Baptiste  Saucier,  Francois  Demette  &  Henry  Cook  Ensigns 
of  the  Regiment  of  S*  Clair  County  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Gover- 
nor for  the  time  being — 

4'"  The  acting  Governor  issued  Dedimus's  to  John  Hay  at  Cahokia, 
Nicholas  Boilvin  &  Harry  M.  Fisher  at  Prairie  du  Chien  &  Thomas 
Forsythe  at  Piorias  authorising  them  to  administer  the  necessary 
oaths  of  office  to  the  Officers  Commissioned  in  S'  Clair  County. 
Also  Commissions  to  Michel  Brisbois  Lieut'  &  John  Marie  Cardinal 
Ensign  of  a  Militia  Company  at  Prairie  du  Chien  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 

5'"  The  acting  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  David  Anderson 
appointing  him  Captain  of  a  Militia  Company  in  the  County  of 
Randolph  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 

6""  The  Acting  Governor  issued  Commissions  to  the  following  per- 
sons as  Militia  Officers  in  the  County  of  Randolph  viz.  Pierre  Menard 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Commandant,  Robert  Robinson  Major,  Giles 
Hull,  Thomas  Leavons  &  Antoine  LaChapelle  Captains,  John  Worley, 
Absalom  Cox  William  Goings  Jesse  Griggs  and  James  Hughes  Lieu- 
tenants and  Daniel  Hull,  W"  M'Bride  &  Benjamin  Vermillion  Jun'' 
Ensigns,  to  continue  in  Office  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being 


'■Marginal  note:  "Resigned". 
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Also  Commissions  issued  to  David  Anderson  Paul*  Harldson, 
James  RPRoberts,  William  Alexander  and  Henry  Leavans  appointing 
them  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Randolph  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  and  issued  a  Dedimus  to 
Giles  Hull  to  Administer  the  proper  Oaths  of  Office  to  W"  Alexander 
&  James  M  "Roberts 

7'"  The  Acting  Governor  issued  Commissions  to  Andrew  Barbeau 
as  Captain  and  Pierre  LeConte  as  Lieutenant  of  Militia  in  the  County 
of  Randolph  diu-ing  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 

1 1  TTilC  ftCt'lH^  vjrO V CrDOr  I'juUCCl  itliC  lOllO^Villff  vrCIiCFfti  v^TQCr  tO  ^Vlt 
Or  o    TL  lillP  v-'OUIltjr  tO  DitlSl'Cr  tit  DUO   i.  O  \\  n  Or  vjrtlllOltlll  OH  uiiC  t)CllD&  dftV 

by  ^be  CommandGr  ie  Chief. 

TTJ    T3    XXX^iri*  UIXJ     VLLtCXJ    TTTC 

otrcngth  ©f  their : 

OCF  ftiitx  QCoCriprioIl  Or  uUClr  ftf  1I19t 

raioing  as  many  Voluntccra  m  tbe  iif_ 
wT  uu  xjiitiOj  >vorij&  tjQrcc  drfti  uSr 

'i\  AT.    x^OriD 

The  acting  Governor  issued  Commissions  to  Michael  Jones  as  Adju- 
tant of  the  Regiment  of  Randolph  County  and  Antoine  Lachance  as 
Ensign  of  Militia  in  the  same  County  to  continue  during  the  pleasure 
of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being — 

Also  commissions  to  Jean  Baptiste  Barbeau  and  John  Gwething 
appointing  thetn  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Ran- 
dolph to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  and  authorised  James  Brady  by  Dedimus  to  administer  the 
Oaths  of  Office  to  the  said  John  Gwething. 

20'"  The  Acting  Governor  issued  commissions  to  James  Ford," 
Jonathan  Taylor,  Thomas  Ferguson,  Hamlet  Ferguson,  Frederick 
Grater**  &  Roberts  Hays,  appointing  them  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the 
County  of  Randolph  to  continue  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being — 

2P'  The  Acting  Governor  issued  Dedimuses  to  James  Ford,  Thomas 
Ferguson  and  Tousaint  Dubois,  authorising  them  to  administer  the 


♦Marginal  note:  "Resigned". 

'"  Marginal  note:  "James  Ford  &  Rob'  Hays  are  removed".    See  post,  p.  629. 

•♦Marginal  note:  "F.  Greater  resigned".     See  post,  p.  633  n. 
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Oaths  of  Office  to  those  persons  who  had  been  appointed  who  might 
apply  to  them  for  that  purpose 

Also  a  commission  to  Levi  Compton  appointing  him  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Randolph  to  continue  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being — 

22°''  The  acting  Governor  issued  a  commission  to  Isaac  White 
appointing  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Ran- 
dolph during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being  " 

June  2""  The  acting  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  Joseph 
Eberman  appointing  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County 
of  Randolph  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 

7""  The  acting  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  Nathaniel  Greene 
appointing  him  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Ran- 
dolph during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

11""  Ninian  Edwards  Esq'  appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory  produced  his  Commission 
Together  with  a  certificate  of  his  qualification  as  follows  to  wit, 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America 
To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents  Greeting — 

Know  ye  that  reposing  Special  Trust  and  Confidence  in  the  Patriot- 
ism Integrity  and  Abilities  of  Ninian  Edwards  of  Kentucky,  I  do 
ai)point  him  Governor  in  and  over  the  Illinois  Territory;'^  And  do 
authorise  and  impower  him  to  execute  and  fulfil  the  duties  of  that 
OfTice  according  to  Law— And  to  Have  &  to  Hold  the  Said  Office 
with  all  the  Powers,  privileges  and  Emoluments  to  the  same  of  right 
appertaining  until  the  End  of  the  next  Session  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  and  no  longer,  unless  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  the  time  being  should  be  pleased  sooner  to  revoke  and 
determine  this  commission — 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  Letters  to  be  made 
Patent  and  the  Seal  of  the  United  States  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Wa.shington  the  twenty  fourth 
day  of  April  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  nine  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America 
the  thirty  third — 

James  Madison 

By  the  President 
R.  Smith  Secretary  of  State 


"  Marginal  note:  "Isaac  White  resigned  Feb'  4""  1810". 

"  A  recess  appointment.     His  salary  commenced  on  the  date  of  his  commission 
(GAG,  Misc.  Treas.,  Acct.  No.  23,172  [1810]). 
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United  States  of  America 

Seventh  Circuit  &  Kentucky  District  To  wit 

This  day  his  Excellency  Ninian  Edwards  personally  appeared 
before  me  the  Subscriber  and  associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court) 
and  took  the  Oath  prescribed  by  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  "an 
Act  to  regulate  the  time  and  manner  of  administering  certain  Oaths,"'' 
Also  the  Oath  that  he  would  well  and  truly  execute  the  Office  of 
Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory  according  to  the  best  of  his  Skill 
and  Judgment — 

Given  under  my  hand  and  Seal  this  twenty  seventh  day  of  May 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  &  nine  and  of  the  American  Independence 
the  thirty  third  year — 

Thomas  Todd    seal 

13"'  A  Resolution  signed  by  the  Governor  and  two  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Illinois  Territorj',  respecting  the  Laws  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory'* was  delivered  to  the  Secretary  and  filed  in  his  Office. 

16'"  The  Governor  and  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
passed  and  signed  the  laws  with  the  following  titles,  which  were  filed 
with  the  Secretary  to  wit 

An  act  repealing  certain  Laws  and  parts  of  Laws  " — 

An  act  concerning  the  Courts  of  Common  pleas  " 

An  act  to  regulate  the  times  of  holding  the  General  Court." 

The  Governor  commissioned  Samuel  Omelvaney  and  George 
Robinson  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  William  Stewart  Surveyor  in  the 
County  of  Randolph,  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being 

17""  The  Governor  commissioned  Robert  Morrison  Clerk  of  the 
General  Court,  William  C.  Greenup  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  and  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Randolph,  John  Hay  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  S'  Clair,  William 
Anmdel  Recorder  of  Randolph  County  &  Robert  Gaston  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Randolph,  to  continue  during  the 
Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

19'"  The  Governor  and  two  of  the  Judges  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
passed  and  signed  a  law  with  the  following  title  which  was  delivered 
to  the  Secretary  to  wit 

IS  Approved  June  1,  1789  (1  Stat.  23-24). 

'«  Adopted  June  13,  1810,  printed,  Alvord  (ed.),  Laws  III.  Terr.,  180&-1811 
{III.  State  Hist.  Lib.  Bull.  I,  No.  2),  p.  1. 
"  Passed  June  16,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  1-2. 
'«  Passed  June  16,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  2-3. 
"Passed  June  16,  1810,  ibid.,  p.  3. 
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An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  repealing  certain  Laws  and  parts  of 
Laws." 

20'"  The  Governor  Commissioned  John  Hay  Clerk  of  the  County 
Court  of  S*  Clair,  John  G.  Lofton  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  S*  Clair 
County  and  William  Arundel  Coroner  of  Randolph  County,  during 
the  pleasure  of  the  Gov'  for  the  time  being. 

22''  The  Governor  commissioned  John  Messenger  Surveyor  of  S* 
Clair  County  &  William  Morrison  John  Robinson  and  John*  Edgar 
(the  said  Edgar  in  the  place  of  William  Morrison  who  refused  to  ac- 
cept) Justices  of  the  Peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Randolph,  to 
continue  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being — 

23"  A  new  Battallion  of  Militia  having  been  formed  in  that  part  of 
the  County  of  Randolph  lying  on  the  river  Ohio,  the  Governor  directed 
the  commanding  Officers  of  Companies  therein  to  hold  elections 
in  their  respective  companies  for  the  purpose  of  electing  proper  Per- 
sons to  command  the  said  Companies  and  for  the  Recommendation 
of  a  proper  person  as  Major. 

28*"  The  Governor  comissioned  John  Edgar  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  Randolph  County  (in  the  place  of  John  Edgar  refused  to  accept) 
during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being. 

The  Governor  removed  James  Gilbreath  from  the  Office  of  Sheriff 
in  the  County  of  Randolph  " 

The  Governor  Commissioned  Benjamin  Stephenson  Sheriff  of 
Randolph  County  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time 
being,  in  the  place  of  James  Gilbreath  removed 

July  4'"  The  Governor  issued  the  following  General  Order  and  for- 
warded Copies  thereof  to  each  Captain  in  Col"  Menards  &  Col" 
Bonds  regiments,  to  wit, 

Gentlemen  The  late  Organization  of  the  Militia  and  the  appoint- 
ments recently  made  thereto  by  the  Secretary  of  this  Territory  were 
rendered  necessary  by  sudden  emergency;  And  I  am  free  to  declare 
that  the  Course  he  adopted  was  precisely  such  as  I  myself  should 
have  pursued  under  Similar  Circumstances.  Notwithstanding  this 
it  has  not  been  thought  either  by  him  or  my  self,  that  such  a  Plan 
having  been  adopted  ought  to  limit  a  course  of  Inquiry,  which  would 
have  been  proper  in  the  first  instance,  provided  imperious  Circum- 
stances had  not  rendered  it  impracticable.  I  therefore  take  up  the 
busine.ss  as  if  it  had  not  been  acted  on  at  all;  And  not  having  proper 
information  of  the  standing  and  reputation  Individuals,  having  re- 
ceived  various  and   Contradictory  accounts  of  them,   and   being 

"  Passed  June  19,  1810,  loe.  eit. 

•Marginal  note:  "Resigned."     Cf.  entry  under  28th,  infra. 
"  First   appointed   sheriff  under   Indiana   Territory  by   Governor   Harrison, 
Oct.  11,  1806  ("Ind.  Exec.  Journal",  Ind.  Hist.  Soe.  Pubs.,  in,  137). 
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disposed  to  acquire  the  best  information  the  nature  of  the  Case  will 
admit  of  I  have  thought  proper  to  request  that  each  Company  in 
Col"  Bonds  regiment  and  each  Company  in  Col°  Menards  regiment 
shall  be  mustered  on  the  fifth  day  of  August  next  at  the  usual  Place 
of  mustering  such  Company  and  that  when  So  convened  they  shall 
elect  and  recommend  to  me  Such  Officers  as  are  necessary  to  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Company  That  the  Persons  thus  elected  and  recommended 
by  the  Companies  shall  meet  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  election  at  the 
usual  place  of  mustering  the  Battallions  which  Such  Companies  Com- 
pose provided  Such  Place  Shall  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  so 
designated  according  to  law,  And  if  otherwise  they  shall  meet  at  the 
usual  Place  of  mustering  the  Regiment  to  which  they  belong,  and 
when  so  met  together  these  Persons  Shall  elect  and  recommend  to 
me  Some  proper  Persons  residing  in  the  bounds  of  each  respective 
Battallion  as  a  Major.  And  that  all  the  Persons  thus  chosen  in  each 
Battallion  Shall  in  five  days  thereafter  Convene  at  the  usual  Place 
of  mustering  the  regiment  to  which  they  respectively  belong  and  elect 
and  recommend  to  me  a  proper  person  residing  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Regiment  as  Colonel  and  another  Person  proper  for  the  Appoint- 
ment of  Adjutant 

This  Plan  is  rendered  necessary  by  my  want  of  acquaintance  with 
the  People  and  adopted  Solely  on  that  account.  By  it  every  citizen 
will  be  placed  on  a  fair  equality — Merit  will  have  a  fair  Opportunity 
of  receiving  its  just  reward — Old  Officers  who  are  meritorious  will 
be  in  no  danger  from  Submitting  to  this  Scrutiny  And  those  who  are 
not  meritorious  will  have  no  claim  to  an  exemption  from  it. 

I  feel  it  also  my  duty  to  request  those  good  People  who  constitute 
the  Militia  to  be  as  circumspect  and  prudent  as  Possible  in  the  Selec- 
tion of  those  persons  who  probably  will  be  appointed  to  Command 
them.  As  I  am  determined  to  enforce  the  Strictest  Observance  of 
the  Militia  law. 

And  to  the  Candidates  I  give  fair  notice  1"  That  if  any  improper 
and  unfair  means  are  used  by  any  one  in  the  proposed  elections  I 
will  not  appoint  him  to  the  Office  for  which  he  may  be  recommended 
nor  to  any  other  within  my  gift  And  2°*'''  That  from  all  I  appoint 
I  shall  require  the  most  faithful  and  diligent  attention  to  the  duties 
of  the  Offices  to  which  he  may  be  promoted  ^ 

2"  See  Bond  to  Edwards,  July  2,  1809  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS,  printed,  Wash- 
burne,  ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  iii,  42-46),  strongly  deprecating  the  suggestion, 
evidently  made  by  Edwards,  that  he  enter  the  lists  for  election  as  colonel  of 
militia  in  competition  with  Whiteside.  See  also  John  Pope  to  Edwards,  Nov.  9, 
1809  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS,  printed,  Washbume,  op.  cit.,  pp.  3&-41),  in 
which  he  cautioned  Edwards  against  the  election  method  of  selecting  candidates 
for  appointment,  on  the  ground  that  the  responsibility  for  such  appointments 
rested  entirely  on  the  Governor. 


628  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

6*"  The  Governor  commissioned  Archibald  Thompson  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Randolph  County  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being 

The  Governor  commissioned  Stace  M'Donnaugh  Captain  of  Militia 
in  the  County  of  Randolph  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being 

8'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Robert  Gaston  a  Captain  of  Militia 
in  the  County  of  Randolph  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for 
the  time  being 

9'"  The  Governor  commissioned  George  Cadwell  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Amos  Squire  a  Captain  of  Militia  in  S'  Clair  County  to 
continue  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the  time  being 

17'"  The  Governor  having  received  a  commission  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  reappointing  him  by  and  with  the  advice  of 
the  Senate  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory/'  took  the  several  oaths 
required  by  law  before  Alexander  Stuart  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  said 
Territory 

18'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Robert  Morrison  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral of  the  Militia  of  the  Territory  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being,  in  the  place  of  Elias  Rector  removed  "  and  Robert 
Gilbreath  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Randolph  County 

The  Governor  and  Judges  passed  and  signed  four  laws  with  the 
following  titles  and  delivered  them  to  the  Secretary  to  wit, 

20'"  A  Law  to  alter  and  repeal  certain  parts  of  an  act  entitled  a 
Law  to  regulate  County  Laws,  Also  to  alter  and  amend  the  Said  law 
entitled  to  regulate  County  levies  and  to  enforce  the  Collection  of 
County  levies  for  the  year  1809  ^ 

An  Act  concerning  County  Courts  ^* 

An  Act  concerning  the  General  Court  ^^ 

A  Law  respecting  arrearages  due  the  former  Sheriff  of  Randolph 
County  as  also  fees  due  him  ^ 

21"  The  Governor  and  Judges  Passed  and  Signed  three  Laws  with 
the  following  titles  which  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary  &  filed  to  wit 

A  Law  to  prevent  frauds  and  Perjuries  adopted  from  the  Kentucky 
Code'^ 

"  Ante,  XVI,  45. 

"  In  the  letter  of  John  Pope,  of  Nov.  9,  referred  to  in  the  last  note  but  one, 
there  occurs  a  passage  in  which  Edwards  was  taken  to  task  for  the  above  action. 
The  Rectors,  he  asserted,  were  honest  men,  while  Morrison  was  an  undoubted 
scoundrel. 

»  Adopted  July  20,  1810  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  cU.,  pp.  6-8). 

"  Adopted  July  20,  1810,  ibid.,  p.  6. 

"  Adopted  July  20,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  3-5. 

«•  Adopted  July  20,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  5-6. 

•'  Adopted  July  21,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  8-10. 
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An  act  appropriating  fines,  amercements,  penalties,  forfeitures 
and  taxes  imposed  on  Law  Process  to  the  use  of  the  Territorial 
Government  ^ 

An  act  concerning  fees  in  the  General  Court.* 

22''  The  Governor  and  Judges  passed  and  Signed  a  law  with  the 
following  title  which  was  delivered  to  the  Secretary  and  filed,  to  wit, 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Guarding  of  County  Jails  ^° 

24*''  The  Governor  commissioned  Benjamin  H  Doyle  Attorney 
(General  of  the  Territory  during  the  Pleasure  of  the  Governor  for  the 
time  being 

25*''  The  Governor  commissioned  John  Hay  Recorder  of  S'  Clair 
County  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov.  for  the  time  being 

August  24'"  On  the  demand  of  His  Excellency  Meriwether  Lewis 
Governor  of  the  Louisiana  Territory  of  the  body  of  Simon  Vanorsdale 
a  fugitive  from  Justice  charged  by  an  Indictment  found  with  having 
assaulted  and  wounded  an  Officer  of  the  District  of  St  Louis  in  the 
execution  of  his  Office  and  stating  that  the  said  fugitive  had  taken 
refuge  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  The  Secretary  exercising  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  absence  of  the  Governor,  Issued  his  warrant  directed  to  the 
Sheriff  of  S'  Clair  County  requiring  him  to  apprehend  the  said  fugitive 
pursuant  to  the  law  of  the  United  States  in  that  case  made  and 
provided. 

September  9'"  Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  a  letter  from  the  Gov- 
ernor remo\ang  from  Office  James  Ford  &  Robert  Hays  appointed 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County — 

22  The  Secretary  exercising  the  Government  in  the  absence  of  the 
Governor  from  the  Territory  appointed  John  Bradshaw  and  John 
Phelps  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County — 

Deceviber  9""  The  Governor  appointed  William  Scott  Shadrach 
Bond  Jn'  John  Thomas  Jun'  and  John  F.  Perry  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  S'  Clair  County 

The  Governor  removed  from  Office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  S' 
Clair  Coimty  Samuel  S.  Kennedy — 

21  The  Governor  appointed  John  M'^Ferron  and  William  Boone 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County  " 

22  Filed  in  the  Secretary's  Office  a  Law  passed  by  the  Governor  & 
Judges  entitled  "A  Law  Giving  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Randolph 
further  time  to  make  out  and  deliver  a  list  of  persons  and  property 
liable  to  taxation  in  the  said  County  for  the  year  1809  and  to  give 

"  Adopted  July  21,  1810,  ibid.,  pp.  10-11. 
M  Adopted  July  21,  1810,  ibid.,  p.  10. 
^  Adopted  July  22,  1810,  ibid.,  p.  11. 

"  In  the  original  "Notebook"  under  the  above  date  occurs  the  following  entry: 
"Henry  Noble  app""  to  swear  William  Boone  into  office". 
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him  further  time  for  the  collection  thereof — Which  Law  bears  date 
December  twenty  second  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine  '^ — 

The  Governor  appointed  William  Whiteside  Colonel  of  Militia  of 
S'  Clair  County 

The  Governor  appointed  John  Mordock  Major  of  Militia  of  S' 
Clair  County — 

The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  Levans,  James  Hughes  and  Isaac 
White  Majors  of  Militia  of  Randolph  County 

30  The  Governor  appointed  John  Jourdon  Crittenden  Attorney 
General  of  the  Territory  ^'  in  the  place  of  Benjamin  H  Doyle  resigned. 
[1810] 

January  2°"  The  Governor  appointed  Philip  Trammill,  James  Ford, 
Hamlet  Ferguson,  William  Simpson,  John*  Beard,  Philip  Fouke 
William  Alexander,  Pierre  Le  Conte,  Absolem  Cox  Otho*  Levins  and 
John*  Lacey  Captains  of  Militia  of  Randolph  County   - 

The  Governor  appointed  Jacob  Fisher,  Thomas  Roberts,  Jesse* 
Griggs,  Clement  Drury,  Lsaiah  Levens,  William  M'Bride  and  Nicholas 
H.  Stephenson  Lieutenants  of  Militia  of  Randolph  County — 

The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  Wadley,  John  Hill,  Antoine 
Louviere,  William  Everett,  Antoine  Danis,  John  Pillars,  and  George 
Steele  Ensigns  of  the  Militia  of  Randolph  County — 

The  Governor  appointed  John  Bealieu,  Ettienne  Pinconneau,  John 
Scott,  Amos  Squire,  William  Pruitt,  Samuel  Judey  Toliver  Right, 
Abraham*  Clark  and  Jacob  Short  Captains  of  Militia  of  S*  Clair 
County — 

The  Governor  appointed  Joseph  Manegle,  Pierre  Lisje,  William 
M'Daniel,  William  Gilham,  Valentine  Brazil,  Henry  Cook,  Solomon 
Pruitt,  Abraham  Stallions  and  Moses  Quick  Lieutenants  of  Militia 
of  S'  Clair  County, 

The  Governor  appointed  John  B.  Saucier,  Nicholas  Fargeon,  Philip 
Rader,  James  Duett,  James  Bradsby,  Samuel  Whiteside,  Thomas 
Rotter  and  James  Thomas  Ensigns  of  Militia  of  S'  Clair  County — 

The  Governor  appointed  David  Anderson  Adjutant  of  the  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  of  Randolph  County  -and  James  Smith  Adjutant 
of  the  Regiment  of  Militia  of  S'  Clair  County — 

16  The  Governor  appointed  Jacob  Ogle  1"  Lieutenant,  Johua 
Vaun  2""'  Lieutenant  and  Simon  Wheelock  Cornett  in  Captain  James 
B.  Moore's  Company  of  Cavalry  in  S'  Clair  County — 

«  Passed  Dec.  22,  1810  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  ciL,  pp.  11-12). 

"  Marginal  note:  "Resigned".  Crittenden  resigned  the  appointment  Feb.  24, 
1810  (printed,  Edwards,  Hist.  III.,  p.  36).  In  the  "Notebook"  under  date  of 
Mar.  10, 1810,  is  the  following  entry:  "The  resignation  of  John  Jourdan  Crittenden 
Att"  General  received  &  filed". 

*  Marginal  note:  "Resigned".     The  date  of  resignation  is  missing. 


ILLINOIS    TERRITORY  631 

^"  22  The  Governor  appointed  Owen  Eavans  Captain  of  Militia  of 
Randolph  County — • 

31"'  Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  the  following  Laws  Passed  and 
Adopted  by  the  Governor  and  Judges  viz — 

An  Act  concerning  the  Clerks  of  County  Courts  bearing  date  the 
26"-  January  1810  '* 

An  Act  concerning  appeals  from  the  Judgment  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace  to  the  County  Courts,  bearing  date  26'"  January  1810  adopted 
from  the  Kentucky  Code  '^ 

An  Act  repealing  part  of  a  Law  entitled  a  Law  for  the  prevention 
of  vice  &  immorality.     Bearing  date  26  January  1810  '° 

Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  an  Act  entitled  an  Act  concerning 
Fornication  and  Adultery.  Bearing  date  January  26'"  1810  Adopted 
from  the  Georgia  Code  " 

February  2°*  The  Governor  appointed  William  M'Donald  a  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  S'  Clair  County — 

4'"  The  Governor  appointed  Leonard  White  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County — vice  Isaac  White  resigned — 

The  Governor  appointed  John  Hibbins  and  Francis*  Wheatly 
Lieutenants  of  Militia  of  Randolph  County 

The  Governor  appointed  Dickinson  Garrett  and  John  Murphy 
Ensigns  of  Militia  of  Randolph  County. 

10'"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Hibbins  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County — 

March  5'"  The  Governor  appointed  George  Hacker  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Randolph  County 

7'"  Filed  in  the  Secretarys  Office  the  following  Laws  passed  & 
adopted  by  the  Governor  &  Judges  viz 

An  Act  regulating  the  manner  of  taking  Depositions — Dated 
February  26'"  1810    Adopted  from  the  Georgia  Code  ^ 

An  Act  prescribing  the  duty  of  Sheriffs  in  a  certain  case.  Dated 
February  26'"  1810.    Adopted  from  the  Georgia  Code.^ 

An  Act  to  repeal  part  of  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Indiana  Territory  passed  the  17'"  day  of  September  1807  entitled  an 
Act  respecting  crimes  and  punishments — Dated  27'"  February  1810*° 

"  Printed,  Alvord  (ed.),  op.  cit.,  p.  14. 

5'  Ibid.,  pp.  12-13. 

"  Ibid.,  p.  14. 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  14-15. 

*A  marginal  note,  "resigned",  is  crossed  out. 

2'  Alvord  (ed.),  op.  cit.,  p.  15. 

"  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

"/bid.,  pp.  16-17. 
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An  Act  repealing  part  of  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  concerning  appeals 
from  the  Judgment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  the  County  Courts — 
Dated  Feb"  27'"  1810  ♦' 

A  Law  concerning  Grand  Jurors  dated  March  S'"  1810.  Adopted 
from  the  Kentucky  Code  ^^ 

11'"  An  Act  to  prevent  unlawful  Gaming.  Dated  March  9'"  1810 
Adopted  from  the  Kentucky  Code.*' 

April  7'"  The  Secretary  exercising  the  Government  in  the  absence 
of  the  Governor  from  the  Territory  appointed  Thomas*  Turpin 
Crittenden  Attorney  General  of  the  Territory  vice  John  J.  Crittenden 
resigned — 

Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  repealing 
parts  of  certain  Acts  dated  March  13'"  1810" 

14'"  Filed  in  the  Secretarys  office  an  Act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Sup- 
press duelling.  Dated  April  7'"  1810  Adopted  from  the  Virginia 
Code  «— 

19'"  The  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  from  the  Ter- 
ritory appointed  Michael  Jones  Colonel  of  the  Militia  of  Randolph 
County — 

24'"  The  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  from  the  Ter- 
ritory appointed  William  B.  Whiteside  Major  of  the  Militia  in  St. 
Clair  County. 

28  The  Secretary  in  the  absence  of  the  Governor  from  the  Terri- 
tory appointed  William  Gilham  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  S'  Clair 
County 

May  28  Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  a  Law  entitled  "A  Law 
Concerning  advertisements — Dated  May  21"  1810  " — 

Elias  Rector  appointed  by  the  Governor  Adjutant  General  vice 
Robert  Morrison  resigned  " 

The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  Upton  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Randolph  County 


"  Ibid.,  p.  17. 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  17-18. 

« Ibid.,  pp.  18-24. 

*  Marginal  note:  "Resigned."  Date  of  resignation  not  entered  in  the  Register. 
See,  however,  letter  of  resignation,  Oct.  27,  1810  (Edwards  Papers,  CHS,  printed, 
Washburne,  ed.,  Edwards  Papers,  CHC,  III,  56). 

"  Alvord  (ed.),  op.  cit.,  pp.  24-25. 

"  Ibid.,  pp.  25-27. 

"  Ibid.,  p.  27. 

"  Entered  under  May  30  in  the  "Notebook". 
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31  The  Governor  appointed  William  Rector  Surveyor  of  Randolph 
County  vice  William  Stewart  removed  ** — 

Ju7ie  13  The  Governor  issued  a  commission  to  the  Judges  of  the 
General  Court  directing  them  or  some  one  of  them  to  hold  on  Monday 
the  Second  day  of  July  next  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  Special 
Jail  delivery  for  the  trial  of  Moses  Cannady  charged  with  a  Capital 
Offence— 

19  The  Governor  issued  a  commission  to  the  Judges  of  the  General 
Court  directing  them  or  some  one  of  them  to  hold  on  Monday  the 
second  day  of  July  next  a  Court  of  Oyer  &  Terminer  and  Special  Jail 
delivery  for  the  Trial  of  John  Gibson  charged  with  a  Capital  Offence — 

23  The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  T.  Crittenden  Aid  du  Camp  to 
the  Commander  in  Chief 

26  The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  Levering  Lieutenant  of  Militia 
of  Randolph  County 

27  The  Governor  appointed  Isaac  White  Colonel,  Philip  Trammell 
and  Hamlet  Ferguson  Majors  in  the  third  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

The  Governor  issued  a  commission  to  Leonard  Wliite  to  administer 
the  oaths  of  Office  to  persons  appointed  to  Office  by  the  Executive  of 
the  Ten-itory  for  Randolph  County — 

30  The  Governor  appointed  William  Boon  Captain  in  the  first 
Regiment  of  the  'Militia  and  William  Pyle  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Randolph  County — 

The  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  William  Boon  to  administer 
the  Oaths  of  Office  to  persons  appointed  to  Office  by  the  Executive  of 
the  Territory  for  Randolph  County — 

July  2  The  Governor  appointed  William  Everett  &  George  Steele 
Lieutenants  and  James  Smith  and  James  Gill  Ensigns  in  the  first 
Regiment  and  William  Griffin  Ensign  in  the  second  Regiment  of  the 
Militia — 

July  9  The  Governor  appointed  Joseph  Riley  Lieutenant  and 
William  Simpson  Jun"'  Ensign  in  the  thu-d  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

20  The  Governor  appointed  Willis  Hargrove  James  Trousdale  and 
Joseph  Mott  Captains,  Adrain  Davenport  Jun"'  David  Snodgrass  and 
Arthur  Jourdon  Lieutenants  and  Irvin  Wilson,  Jarrard  Trammell 
Jun'  and  Edward  Prator  Ensigns  in  the  third  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

Aug^  2"'^  John  Prichard  appointed  by  the  Gov''  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County 

*8  There  is  a  separate  entry  in  the  "Notebook",  dated  June  9,  1810,  as  follows: 
"Robert  Gilbreath  &  Frederick  Greater  resigned  their  Commissions  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County — ".  Lines  are  drawn  across  the  entry  as  if  it 
might  have  been  cancelled;  yet  similar  entries  in  this  original  draft  which  were 
transferred  intact  to  the  final  record  bear  similar  marks.  The  latter  appear  to 
have  no  significance. 
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The  Governor  appointed  William  Alcorn  &  Thomas  Griffith  Cap- 
tains Gabriel  Tesworth  &  Thomas  Wells  Lieutenants  and  Samuel 
Waters  and  Walker  Dannel  Ensigns  in  the  third  Regiment  of  the 
Militia— 

3  The  Governor  appointed  Leonard  White  Captain,  Henry  Kienyon 
Lieutenant  &  John  Forester  Ensign  of  a  Volunteer  Company  in  the 
third  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

4  The  Governor  issued  a  commission  to  John  Phelps  to  Administer 
the  oaths  of  Office  to  persons  appointed  to  office  by  the  executive  of 
the  Territory  for  Randolph  County. 

6  The  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  Hamlet  Ferguson  to  ad- 
minister the  Oaths  of  Office  to  persons  appointed  to  office  in  Randolph 
County  by  the  Executive  of  the  Territory — 

The  Governor  appointed  Alexander  Wilson  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County  *' — 

21  The  Governor  Appointed  Henry  Noble  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
of  Randolph  County — 

26  The  Governor  appointed  Jesse  Griggs  Lieutenant  and  Joseph 
Z.  Wimsatt  Ensign  in  the  second  Battalion  of  the  first  Regiment  of 
the  Militia— 

September  1  The  Governor  appointed  Jacob  Fisher  Captain  and 
Bazil  Leavens  Lieutenant  in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

18  The  Governor  appointed  Gabriel  Greathouse  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Randolph  County 

22  The  Governor  issued  a  Commission  to  the  Judges  of  the  Gen- 
eral Court  or  any  one  of  them  to  hold  a  special  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer  for  the  Trial  of  Alexander  Blair,  Wilson  M.  Hendon,  William 
Fisher,  John  Hibbins,  Isaac  Casey  Samuel  Tomason  and  Joshua 
Williams  charged  with  a  Capital  offence.  The  Trial  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday  the  fifth  day  of  December  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten — 

October  6  The  Governor  appointed  John  Cochran  *  Captain  in 
the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

13  The  Governor  appointed  Stace  M^Donnaugh  Captain  and 
James  Lee  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

29  The  Governor  appointed  John  Cooper  Captain,  Eisey  Ledbetter 
Lieutenant  William  Porter  Ensign  in  the  third  Regiment  of  the  Militia 
and  Andrew  Bankston  Lieutenant  and  Christopher  Barnhart  and 
William  Griffin  Ensigns  in  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 
Nicholas  Jarrott  and  William  Rector  Aids  du  Camp  to  the  Com- 

*'  The  following  additional  entry  appears  in  the  "Notebook"  under  date  of 
Aug.  8,  1810:  "William  Boon's  resignation  of  the  Office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace 
aed." 

"Marginal  note:  "Resigned". 
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mander  in  Chief — Benjamin  M.  Piatt  Attorney  General — Treuman 
Tuttle,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  S'  Clair  County— William  Mont- 
gomery Senior  and  Marvin  Fuller  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph 
County 

November  4'"  The  Governor  appointed  William  Arundel  Notary 
Public  of  Randolph  County 

December  5  The  Governor  Appointed  William  Hears  Aid  du  Camp 
to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Militia 

1811] 

January  23  The  Governor  appointed  John  Campbell  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  S'  Clair  County — John  Francois  Perry,  William  Biggs 
and  John  Thomas  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  St  Clair 
County — John  Hay  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  St  Clair 
County — Peter  Menard,  William  Morrison  &  William  Rector  Judges 
of  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Randolph  County — William  C. 
Greenup  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Randolph  County 

24  Filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  of  the  following  Laws  viz 

An  Act  repealing  so  much  of  the  Law  of  the  Territory  regulating 
County  Levies  as  imposes  a  tax  on  Neat  Cattle.^' 

An  Act  concerning  Courts  of  Common  Pleas.'^ 

An  Act  concerning  occupying  claimants  of  Land ;  Adopted  from  the 
Kentucky  Code 

An  Act  concerning  the  powers  of  the  Governor  of  the  Territory  of 
Illinois  «— Adopted  from  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
vania — 

February  3  Upon  the  joint  petition  of  James  Gilbreath  and  Jacob 
Funk  that  executions  had  been  issued  against  them  to  collect  of  each 
the  sum  of  twenty  dollars  for  a  breach  of  the  Gambling  Act  the 
Governor  issued  a  commission  remitting  the  fines  of  each  of  them^ 

11  The  Governor  appointed  George  Fisher  and  John  M^Ferron 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Randolph  Coimty  vice  Peter 
Menard  &  William  Rector  resigned 

14  The  governor  appointed  James  Finny  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Randolph  County  vice  George  Fisher  resigned 

15  The  Governor  appointed  Jacob  Funk  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Randolph  County 

Abraham  Stallions,  Captain  and  Daniel  Primm  Lieutenant  in  the 
second  Regiment  of  the  Militia^ 

Jesse  Griggs  Captain  and  Joseph  Z.  Wimsatt  Lieutenant  in  the  first 
Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

"  Passed  Oct.  10,  1810  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  cil.,  p.  28). 
'2  Passed  Jan.  22,  1811,  loc.  cit. 
"  Passed  Jan.  24,  1811,  ibid.,  p.  29, 
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March  IT""  The  Governor  commissioned  Thomas  Levins  Lieu- 
tenant Colonel  Commandant  of  the  first  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the 
place  of  Michael  Jones  removed. 

And  Pierre  Laccont  Major  of  the  first  Battallion  in  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  Militia  in  the  place  of  Thomas  Levins  promoted 

Also  Clement  Drury  Captain  and  Antoine  Louvier  Lieutenant  in 
the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor 
for  the  time  being 

April  24'"  The  Governor  Commissioned  William  Pruitt  Major 
of  the  third  Battallion  of  the  Second  Regiment  of  the  Militia,  and 
John  Louton,  William  Edes,  and  Valentine  Brazel  Captains  and  John 
Lindley  and  James  Bradsby  Lieutenants  and  Thomas  Greene  Ensign 
in  the  second  Regiment  of  the  Militia  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Gov- 
ernor for  the  time  being — 

May  20'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Samuel  Levering  Captain 
in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia  in  the  place  of  Philip  Fouke 
removed — 

June  4'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Ajalon  Dillingham  Cap- 
tain and  Henry  Clendennen  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  of  the 
Militia 

16'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Philip  Rochblave  Ensign  in 
the  first  regiment  of  the  Militia 

17'"  The  Governor  commissioned  William  C  Greenup  Lieutenant 
in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia  in  the  place  of  Samuel  Levering 
promoted 

22'"'  A  Law  entitled  "A  law  concerning  the  Militia"  ^ — adopted 
from  the  Militia  law  of  South  Carolina-  by  the  Governor  and  Judges 
of  the  Territory  was  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office 

23'"  The  Governor  commissioned  John  H.  Robinson  Aid  de  Camp 
to  the  Brigadier  General  on  the  recommendation  of  Brigadier  General 
William  Rector  te  continue  m  QfTico  during  ihe  plcanurc  ef  t4w»  Ge^' 

26'"  The  Governor  and  Judges  of  the  Territory  having  passed  a  law 
entitled  "A  law  concerning  the  Militia" — adopted  from  the  Kentucky 
Code  ~  the  same  was  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  " 

27'"  The  Governor  commissioned  Benjamin  Stephenson  Brigade 
Inspector  of  the  Militia  on  the  recommendation  of  Brigadier  General 
William  Rector. 

The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  Whiteside  Captain,  Josiah  Roberts 
Lieutenant  and  Titus  Gregg  Ensign,  in  the  2°"  Regiment  of  Militia 

«<  A'lopted  June  17,  1811  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  cil.,  p.  32). 
"  Adopted  June  26,  1811,  ibid.,  p.  33. 
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28'"  The  Governor  appointed  Nathan  Davis  and  John  B.  Murray 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County — 

29'"  The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  Vermillion  Ensign  in  the 
first  Regiment  of  Militia — 

July  1"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Thomas  Lieutenant  in  the 
first  Regiment  of  Militia — 

2  The  Governor  appointed  Philip  Fouke,^  Captain  and  Adam 
Woollerick  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  of  Militia  and  Edward  Ebert 
Captain,  Augustus  Pinsino,  Ensign  and  Pierre  Marfan  Lieutenant  of 
the  second  Regiment  of  Militia — 

Augtist  8'"  The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  Forsythe  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  S'  Clair  County  and  John  Baptiste  Duford  Captain  of 
Militia  in  the  second  Regiment — 

The  Governor  and  Judges  having  passed  a  Law  entitled  "A  Law 
altering  the  time  of  Holding  the  General  Court  at  Cahokia  in  the 
County  of  S'  Clair"  ^' — The  same  was  filed  in  the  Secretary's  office  ^ — 

[September]  18'"  The  Governor  commissioned  William  C.  Greenup 
Captain  in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia  vice.  Samuel  Levering 
dece*  and  Philip  Rochblave  Lieu'  in  the  first  Reg'  vice  William  C. 
Greenup  promoted    Also  Clement  C  Conway  Quarter  Master  Serg' 

23"^  The  Governor  appointed  John  Grants  Esq""  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Randolph  County 

25'"  The  Governor  appointed  William  M^Henry  Captain  Vice 
Joseph  Mott  resigned — 3"  Reg' 

Lewis  Barker  Captain  Vice  John  Cooper  resigned — Thomas 
Williams  Captain  Vice  David  Snodgrass  resigned^** — William  Thrash 
Ensign — John  Scroggins  Ensign  vice  William  Porter — Frederick  Busel 
Lieu'  Vice  A  Davenport  resigned  Curtis  Anderson  Ensign  Vice  Edward 
Prather.  William  H.  Ramsey  Lieu' Vice  Joseph  Rily  resigned,  David 
Tude  Ensign,  Vice  Dickinson  Garret  resigned  Jarrot  Trammel  Lieu' 
Vice  Arthur  Jordon  removed 

William  Maxwell  Ensign  Vice  Jarrot  Trammel  promoted  James 
Simpson  Lieu'  Vice  Gabriel  Titsworth  and  James  Fox  Ensign  Vice 
Samuel  Waters  resigned,  in  the  S'*  Regiment  Militia 

26'"  The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  M'^Gowan  Lieut'  John  Bush- 
field  Ensign  William  Hughs  Lieu'  vice  Henry  Kenyon  (who  did  not 
accept)  John  Hargrave  Ensign  vice  John  Forrester  resigned     Thomas 

"  According  to  the  "Notebook",  Fouche's  appointment  was  made  July  1. 

"  Passed  July  31,  1811,  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  cil.,  p.  33). 

'»  In  the  State  Department  text  the  following  certificate  is  appended  after  the 
above  entry: 

"The  foregoing  contains  a  true  Copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Governor  in  his 
Executive  Capacity  from  March  1"  to  August  31"'  1811  inclusive — Given  under 
my  hand  at  Kaskaskia  the  28"'  day  of  January  1812     Nat  Pope". 

**'  There  is  no  record  of  Snodgrass's  appointment  as  captain. 
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Green  Captain,  Thomas  Whitaker  Lieu*  Leonard  Waller  Ensign — in 
the  3'"  Regiment  of  Militia.  And  John  Cole  Captain  Levi  Hughs 
Lieu'  John  Hogan  Ensign  Henry  Kenyon  Adjutant  in  the  S'"  Reg' 

28'"  The  Governor  appointed  Ezra  Owens  Quarter  master  John  ^1"= 
Ferron  Provost  Marshal  &  James  Finny  Judge  Advocate  in  the  first 
Regiment  of  Militia 

30  » 

October  3*  The  Governor  appointed  William  Worley  Ensign  Benja- 
min Fort  fife  Major,  Thomas  V.  Swearingen  Ensign  Jacob  Bowerman 
Ensign  in  the  1  Regiment  of  Militia 

*1 

8"  The  Governor  appointed  William  Nash  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Randolph 

10'"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Chism  Quartermaster  Ser- 
geant— James  Hensley  Fife  Major  Henry  Oldham  Surgeon.  Francis 
Leach  Paymaster  John  Ormsby  Drum  Major  Thomas  Shannon  Sur- 
geons Mate  John  Murphy  Quarter  master  and  John  Campbell  Serg' 
Major  in  the  3'"'  Regiment  of  Militia 

Novem'  28'"  The  Governor  appointed  Philip  Trammel  Lieu'  Col" 
and  James  Ford  Major  in  the  4'"  Regiment  of  Militia 

29  The  Governor  appointed  Willis  Hargrave  Major  in  the  4'" 
Regiment  of  Militia 

*The  Governor  and  Judges  having  passed  an  Act  intitled  an  act  to 
repeal  an  Act  intitled  an  Act  to  encourage  the  killing  of  Wolves  ^ — 
the  same  was  filed  in  the  Secretaries  Office — 

December  14  The  Governor  appointed  Charles  R.  Matheny  Robert 
Lemmon  and  Abram  Teter  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of 
S'  Clair «' 
1812 

January  10'"  The  Governor  appointed  Leonard  White  Esq'  Captain 
in  the  4'"  Regiment  of  Militia — 

20'"  The  Governor  appointed  Owen  Evans  and  William  Simpson 
Majors,  also  James  Trousdale  Cap'  and  Thomas  Reid  Lieu'  in  the 
3"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

"  The  entry,  omitted  in  the  above  text  except  for  the  date,  is  found  in  the 
"Notebook",  as  follows:  "The  Governor  granted  a  license  to  Jean  Faribault  of 
Cahokia  to  trade  with  the  Sauk  &  Fox  Indians  for  one  year".  The  State  Depart- 
ment text  also  omits  the  entry. 

*>  Passed  Nov.  9,  1811  (Alvord,  ed.,  op.  eU.,  p.  34).  This  paragraph  is  preceded 
by  an  asterisk.  An  asterisk  against  the  date  above,  otherwise  without  entry, 
may  refer  to  the  same  act. 

"  In  the  State  Department  text  there  is  a  separate  entry  under  date  of  Dec.  26, 
1811,  inserted  immediately  after  the  Feb.  21,  1812,  entry,  as  follows:  "The 
Governor  appointed  Ezra  Owen  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County". 
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21"  The  Governor  appointed  Lewis  Barker  Cap'  in  the  4""  Regi- 
ment of  Militia 

22"d  -pjjg  Governor  appointed  William  M  "Henry  and  Thomas  E 
Craig  Captains  in  the  4'"  Regiment  of  Militia 

The  Governor  appointed  Lewis  Barker  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
the  County  of  Randolph 

24  The  Governor  appointed  Isaac  Griffin  and  Solomon  Pruitt 
Captains — John  Goings  Lieu' — George  Mitchel  and  Isaac  Gilham 
Ensigns  in  the  2°*  Regiment  of  Militia 

The  Governor  appointed  James  Bradsbury  Ensign  in  the  4"*  Regi- 
ment of  Militia 

27th  -pj^g  Governor  appointed  John  Groves  and  John  Weeks  Cap- 
tains in  the  4'"  Reg'  of  Militia 

Treuman  Tuttle  was  appointed  Surgeon  and  Elihu  Mathers  Adjutant 
in  the  2°'*  Regiment  of  Militia 

February  13  The  Governor  appointed  Jarrot  Trammel  Frederick 
Buck,  Asa  Leadbetter,  William  R.  Ashley,  John  Campbell,  and  James 
Davenport  Lieu'^  in  the  4'"  Reg'  of  Militia  William  Maxfield  John 
Scroggins,  John  Dameswood  John  Lucas  and  William  M^Commick 
were  appointed  Ensigns  in  the  4'"  Regim'  of  Militia 

The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  E.  Craig  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Randolph  County 

The  Governor  appointed  William  Savage  Captain,  Titus  Gregg 
Lieutenant  and  Peter  Waggoner  Ensign  in  the  2°"*  Rege'  of  the  Militia 

25'"  The  Governor  appointed  Henry  Levins  Captain  in  the  1" 
Regim'  of  the  Militia  vice  Philip  Fouke  moved  away 

The  resignation  of  Clemant  Drury  as  Captain  of  Militia  received 
and  filed  ^- 

March  7  The  Governor  appointed  Shadrach  Bond  Jun"'  Aid  du 
Camp  to  the  commander  in  chief  Thomas  Todd  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  S'  Clair— and  Henry  Conner  Lieutenant  in  the 
first  Regiment  of  the  Militia  The  resignation  of  Samuel  Vermillion 
as  Ensign  received  and  filed. °^ 

11'"  "  The  Governor  appointed  Elias  Barcroft  a  Lieutenant  in  the 
1"  Regiment  of  the  Mihtia 

'2  This  entry  is  missing  from  the  State  Department  text.  The  following  certifi- 
cate is  found  at  this  point  in  the  latter: 

"A  true  Copy  from  the  Executive  Register  from  the  first  day  of  September  1811 
to  the  last  day  of  February  1812  (inclusive)  Nat  Pope". 

"  The  last  entry  under  the  above  date  is  missing  from  the  State  Department 
text. 

"  In  the  State  Department  text  this  date  is  given  as  Mar.  14,  though  Mar.  11 
coincides  with  the  original  "Notebook". 
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14*"  The  Governor  appointed  Gabriel  Duscher  Captain  Antoine 
Blay  Jun'  Lieutenant  and  Antoine  Blay  Sen"'  Ensign  in  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  the  Mihtia  Illinois 

The  Governor  issued  the  following  proclamation 

By  NiNlAN  Edwards  Esquire  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  of 
the  Illinois  Territory — 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Whereas  it  is  enacted  by  the  fourth  Section  of  a  law  of  Congress 
"dividing  the  Indiana  Territory  into  two  seperate  governments  &c  &c 

That  so  much  of  the  ordinance  for  the  Gov'  of  the  territory  North 
West  of  the  Ohio  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  a  General  Assembly 
therein,  and  prescribes  the  powers  thereof,  shall  be  in  force,  and  oper- 
ate in  the  Illinois  Territory,  whenever  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be 
given  to  the  Gov'  thereof,  that  such  is  the  wish  of  a  majority  " 

And  whereas  I  have  received  several  petitions  from  the  citizens  of 
this  territory  requesting  that  a  General  Assembly  may  be  organized 
therein,  which  seem  to  render  it  necessary  that  a  proper  opportunity 
should  be  afforded  those  freeholders  of  furnishing  the  "satisfactory 
evidence"  required  by  the  above  recited  law 

I  have  therefore  thought  proper  to  issue  this  my  proclamation  direct- 
ing that  an  election  be  held  at  the  court  house  of  each  county  in  this 
territory  to  commence  on  the  second  Monday  in  April  next,  and  con- 
tinue three  successive  days,  at  which  time  and  place,  the  freeholders  of 
each  county  will  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  wishes  rela- 
tive to  the  before  mentioned  subject — 

And  the  Sheriffs  of  each  County  with  the  assistance  of  two  Magis- 
trates thereof  are  hereby  required  to  superintend  the  aforesaid  Elec- 
tions and  to  take  down  and  preserve  all  votes  that  may  be  tendered  by 
the  freeholders  of  their  respective  counties  and  the  aforesaid  Sheriffs 
are  hereby  further  required  to  give  as  immediate  and  general  notice 
hereof  as  may  be  practicable 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to  be 
hereunto  affixed  Given  under  my  hand  the  fourteenth  day  of  March 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  and  of 
the  Independance  of  the  U.  States  the  thirty  sixth 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

By  the  Governor 
Nat.  Pope  Sec' 

••  Ante,  XVI,  7,  203. 
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A  true  copy.    Attest.  Nat  Pope  Sec'' 

28  The  Governor  appointed  Otho  Levins  Ensign  in  the  1"  Regi- 
ment of  Militia 

30  The  Governor  appointed  James  Steel  Cap' — Alfred  Wood  Lieu- 
tenant and  Joshua  Williams  Ensign  in  the  4*"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

April  2°^  The  Governor  appointed  James  Fox  Captain  vice  Captain 
Alcorn  deceased  and  Rice  Sams  Capt"  Martin  Harwick  and  Vincent 
Larkins  Lieutenants  the  latter  vice  James  Simpson  resigned  and 
William  M'Fatridge  Ensign  all  in  the  3*  Regiment  of  Militia 

And  Benjamin  Wilson  Captain  Edmond  Rose  Lieutenant  &  Elbert 
Rose  Ensign  in  the  4""  Regiment 

4  The  Governor  appointed  Shadrach  Bond  Jun"'  Judge  of  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  for  the  County  of  S'  Clair — 

11""  The  Governor  appointed  James  D.  Thomas  Captain,  Samuel 
Allen  Lieutenant  and  Marshall  Hawkins  Ensign  of  a  Company  of 
Light  Infantry  in  the  2"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

12'"  '"  The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  Judey  Major,  vice  Major 
W"  B.  Whiteside  resigned 

29""  The  Gov'  appointed  Russel  E.  Hiccock  Judge  Advocate  in 
the  21  Regim'  Militia 

May  2"  The  Governor  appointed  Nathaniel  Jurney  Captain  Vice 
W"  Edes  resigned,  also  Isaac  Ferguson  Capt°  &  John  Scott  Ensign 
Vice  Christopher  Barnhart  in  the  2''  Reg'  Militia 

The  Governor  appointed  Simon  Vanosdel  Provost  Martial,  Henry 
Cook  Captain  vice  Samuel  Judey  promoted. 

Isaac  Gilham  Lieu'  Vice  Henry  Cook  promoted 

Samuel  Gilham  Ensign  Vice  Isaac  Gilham  promoted  Samuel  Swagart 
Ensign — Nicholas  Churzo  Captain  Elijah  Talbot  &  William  Bradshaw 
Ensigns  all  in  the  2*  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

The  Gov'  appointed  Thomas  Davidson  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
S'  Clair  County 

4""  The  Governor  appointed  David  Anderson  Aide  de  Camp  to 
the  Brigadier  General  of  the  Militia. 

And  John  Payne  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  S'  Clair 

5  The  Governor  appointed  George  E.  Hart  Esq'  Adjutant — Henry 
Oldham  Surgeon,  Thomas  Shannon  Surgeons  Mate  Francis  Wheatley 
Paymaster  Absolem  Ashby  Sergeant  Major — John  Murphy  Quarter 
Master — John  Choiser  Quarter  Master  Sergeant — John  Ormsby  Drum 
Major  Nathan  Mays  Fife  Major — Adrian  Devenport  Provost  Martial 
&  James  Ratcliff  Judge  Advocate,  all  for  the  4'"  Regim'  Militia 

"  This  date  is  given  as  Apr.  28  in  the  State  Department  text;  but  the  above 
date  checks  with  that  found  in  the  original  "Notebook". 
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25  The  Governor  appointed  James  Rose  Esq'  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  County  of  S'  Clair 

The  Gov''  Appointed  Hypolitte  Mailetta  Lieu'  in  the  2"*  Regiment 
Militia 

By  NiNiAN  Edwards  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
A  PROCLAMATION 

Whereas  it  is  deemed  improper  to  furnish  the  Indians  with  spirituous 
liquors  at  Pioria 

I  do  hereby  forbid  all  persons  whatsoever  to  sell  exchange  or  in 
any  manner  give  or  deliver  to  any  Indians  or  Indian  any  spirituous 
liquors  or  any  ardent  spirits  within  twenty  miles  of  Pioria.  And  I  do 
hereby  enjoin  it  upon  Thomas  Forsythe,  and  any  other  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  S'  Clair  County  to  enforce  this  Proclamation 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  Territory  to  be 
hereunto  affixed  Given  under  my  hand  at  Kaskaskia  this  24'"  day 
of  May  1812 

NmiAN  Edwards 

By  the  Governor 

Nat  Pope  Secretary 

27  The  Governor  appointed  James  A.  WTiiteside  Captain  in  the  4'" 
Regiment  of  Militia  and  Henson  Day  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
Randolph  County 

28  The  Governor  on  application  of  James  Lemmon  Sen'  &  James 
Lemmon  Jun'  remitted  the  several  fines  as  adjudged  against  them  by 
Charles  S.  Matheney  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  S'  Clair  County — viz 
a  fine  of  five  dollars  against  James  Lemmon  Sen'  &  three  dollars 
against  James  Lemon  Jun' 

The  Governor  appointed  Hypolitte  Menard  Lieutenant,  and  Henry 
Rochblave  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  Militia 

June  2  The  Governor  appointed  James  MTarlin  Captain  ^^ce 
Benj"  Walden  resigned  and  Elisha  Gordon  Ensign  in  the[4"'  Regiment 
of  Militia — 

5""  The  Governor  appointed  James  White  Esquire  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  the  County  of  Randolph 

18'"  "  The  Governor  appointed  John  Cochran  Captain  of  the  Mili- 
tia in  the  1"  Reg'  Illinois  Terr^ 

20'"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Bradshaw  Captain,  Lewis 
McMillan,  John  Patterson  and  Daniel  T.  Coleman  Lieutenants,  John 


"  This  and  the  following  entry  are  placed  under  the  date  of  June  28  in  the  State 
Department  text. 
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Tweedy,  Stephen  Kerkendal  and  Israil  Borin  Ensigns  in  the  3'" 

Reg'  of  the  Militia  '^— 
September  14'" 

By  NiNlAN  Edwards  Governor  of  the  Illinois  Territory 
A  PROCLAMATION  «» 

By  Virtue  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  Governor  of  the  Territory 
I  do  hereby  lay  off  a  County  or  District  to  be  called  the  County  of 
Madison  to  be  included  within  the  following  bounds  viz  To  Begin 
on  the  Mississippi  to  run  with  the  second  Township  line  above 
Cahokia  East  until  it  strikes  the  di\iding  line  between  the  Illinois 
and  Indiana  Territories,  thence  with  said  dividing  line  to  the  line  of 
Upper  Canada,  thence  with  said  line  to  the  Mississippi  and  thence 
down  the  Mississippi  to  the  beginning — I  do  appoint  the  house  of 
Thomas  Kirkpatrick  to  be  the  seat  of  Justice  of  said  County.  I  do 
also  lay  off  a  County  or  District  to  be  called  the  County  of  Gallatin 
to  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  To  Begin  at  the  mouth  of  Lusk's  Creek 
on  the  Ohio  running  up  with  said  Creek  to  Miles's  Trace,  thence 
along  said  trace  to  Big  Muddy,  thence  up  Big  Muddy  to  its  Source, 
thence  north  to  the  line  of  S'  Clair,  county,  thence  with  said  Line  to 
the  Wabash,  thence  down  the  Wabash  and  Ohio  to  the  Beginning — 
And  I  do  appoint  Shawnee  Town  to  be  the  seat  of  Justice  of  Gallatin 
County.  And  I  do  lay  off  a  County  or  District  to  be  called  Johnson 
County  to  be  bounded  as  follows  viz  To  Begin  at  the  Mouth  of  Lusk's 
Creek  on  the  Ohio,  thence  with  the  line  of  Gallatin  County  to  Big 
Muddy,  thence  down  Big  Muddy  and  the  Mississippi  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  and  up  the  Ohio  to  the  Beginning — And  I  do  appoint  the 
house  of  John  Bradshaw  to  be  the  seat  of  Justice  for  Johnson  County. 

Done  at  Kaskaskia  the  14'"  day  of  September  1812  and  of  the 
SEAL    Independence  of  the  United  States  the  37'" 

NmiAN  Edwards 

By  the  Governor 
Nat  Pope,  Secretary 


•*  The  following  entry  in  the  "Notebook"  is  not  present  in  any  of  the  other  texts: 
"Aug'  10.  Thomas  Upton  resigned  his  commission  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 

Randolph  County — filed." 
At  this  point  in  the  State  Department  text  is  the  following  certificate: 
"A  true  Copy  from  the  Executive  Register  of  the  Illinois  Territory  from  March 

1"  to  Aug'  31»«  1812  inclusive.     Kaskaskia  Sept'  8"-  1812  Nat  Pope". 

"  This  and  the  succeeding  proclamation  are  not  entered  in  the  "Notebook". 
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By  NiNiAN  Edwards  Gov'  &  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  111  T' 
Illinois  Territory  ss 

A  PROCLAMATION 

Whereas  by  my  proclamation  of  the  14'"  of  March  last/"  Elections 
were  directed  to  be  held  in  the  different  counties  in  order  to  give  the 
freeholders  thereof  an  opportunity  of  expressing  their  opinions  on 
the  propriety  of  going  into  the  Second  Grade  of  Government 

And  whereas  it  appears  that  a  majority  of  those  who  expressed  their 
opinion  in  pursuance  thereof  were  in  favor  of  going  into  the  Second 
Grade  of  Territorial  Government — 

I  do  order  that  elections  be  held  in  the  several  counties  of  this 
territory  on  the  8'"  9'"  &  10'"  days  of  October  next,  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  a  Delegate  to  Congress,  Members  to  the  council  and 
Representatives  to  the  Assembly.  The  Election  to  be  held  for  the 
county  of  Madison  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  for  the 
county  of  S'  Clair  at  the  court  house  in  the  town  of  Cahokia-  for  the 
county  of  Randolph  at  the  court  house  in  the  town  of  Kaskaskia — 
for  the  county  of  Gallatin  at  Shawanoe  Town  and  for  the  county  of 
Johnson  at  the  house  of  John  Bradshaw. 

And  I  do  hereby  assign  to  Madison  county  one  Representative  to 
S'  Clair  two,  to  Randolph  one — to  Gallatin  two,  &  to  Johnson  one 

Done  at  Kaskaskia  the  Sep'  14'"  1812  and  of  the  Independance  of 
the  U.  States  37. 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

By  the  Governor 
Nat  Pope  Sec" 

19'"  The  Governor  appointed  Isham  Gilham  Sheriff  of  Madison 
County — George  Robison  Sheriff  of  Gallatin  County  and  Thomas  C 
Patterson  Sheriff  of  Johnson  County  " — 

Thomas  Ferguson  and  Nathaniel  Green  Judges  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Johnson  County,  and  James  Finney  Clerk  to  said 
Court  and  Recorder  of  said  County. 

John  Grant,  Gabriel  Greathouse  and  John  C.  Slocumb  Judges  and 
Joseph  M  Street  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Gallatin 
County  and  Daniel  M'^Henry  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  said  County. 

William  Rabb,  John  G.  Lofton  and  Samuel  Judy  Judges  and  Josias 
Randall  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Madison  County 
David  Anderson  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Randolph 
County 

»  Ante,  p.  640. 

"  Patterson's  appointment  is  not  entered  in  the  "Notebook". 
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27*"  The  Governor  appointed  Josias  Randall  Recorder,  Robert 
Elliott,  Thomas  G.  Davidson  William  Gilham  and  George  Cadwell 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Madison  County 

Joseph  M.  Street  Recorder  and  Alexander  Wilson  Leonard  White, 
James  M^Mahon  Sen'  and  Joseph  M.  Street  Justices  of  the  Peace 
of  Gallatin  County  '^ 

October  1"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Forester  Lieutenant  and 
Harrison  Wilson  Ensign  in  the  Rifle  Company  of  the  4*"  Regiment 

10'"  The  Governor  appointed  James  Creath  Captain  of  the  first 
Regiment  of  the  Militia 

November  10'"  The  Governor  appointed  Nelson  Rector  Aid  du 
Camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief — 

John  Campbell  Judge  of  the  Coui't  of  Common  Pleas  of  S'  Clair 
County 
By  NiNlAN  Edwards  Governor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over 

the  Illinois  Territory 

A  PROCLAMATION  '' 

By  Vu-tue  of  the  Powers  vested  in  me  by  Law  I  have  thought 
proper  to  issue  this  my  Proclamation  hereby  appointing  the  25'"  Ins' 
for  the  Meeting  of  the  Legislature  for  the  Territory  of  Illinois — And 
all  the  Members  of  both  branches  thereof  are  hereby  required  to  at- 
tend on  that  day  in  the  Town  of  Kaskaskia  in  the  Territory  aforesaid 
for  the  purpose  of  discharging  the  duties  enjoined  on  them  by  Law — 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  Seal  of  the  Territory  to 
be  affixed  to  these  presents  and  signed  the  same  with  my  hand  Done 
at  Kaskaskia  the  10'"  day  of  November  1812  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  the  37'" 

Signed    Ninian  Edwards 

By  the  Governor 
SEAL    Nat  Pope  Secretary 

December  2"'^  The  Governor  appointed  John  B.  Murry,  Thomas  Fer- 
guson and  Jesse  Griggs  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Johnson  County  and 
Thomas  Griffith  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  same  County — and  J. 
Weaver  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Johnson  County  '* 

22  "d  The  Governor  appointed  John  M^Ferron  Judge  Advocate  and 
Jacob  Fisher  Provost  Marshall  in  the  first  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

24'"  The  Governor  appointed  Samuel  Omelvaney,  John  Vineyard, 


'2  The  Sept.  27  and  Oct.  1  items  not  found  in  the  "Notebook". 
^  Not  entered  in  the  "Notebook". 

"  The  entries  in  the  above  text  from  Nov.  10,  1812,  to  Mar.  6,  1813,  are  not 
recorded  in  the  "Notebook". 
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Michael  Jones,  John  Groves,  William  Nash  Thompson  Harris  & 
Hankerson  Rude  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County — 

The  Governor  appointed  Jacob  Whiteside  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Madison  County  George  Franklin  Lieutenant  and 
James  Clendenin  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment  of  Militia  Hugh  Walker 
Lieutenant  and  William  Crown  sen  Ensign  in  the  second  Regiment 
of  the  Militia 

27'"  The  Governor  appointed  Philip  Fouke  Judge  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  of  Randolph  County. 

28""  The  Governor  appointed  Elias  Rector  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  and  Charles  Humphreys  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph 
County  "— 

1813  February  1813 

February  8  The  Governor  appointed  Jesse  Griggs  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Johnson  County  Leonard  White  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Gallatin  County  \'ice  John  Grant 
James  Henson  Davis  and  Henson  Day  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
Johnson  County — 

March  24'"  The  Governor  appointed  William  Jones  Captain  John 
Springer  Lieutenant  Thomas  Finley  Ensign  Volunteer  company  in 
the   2'"*   Regiment 

Ephraim  Woods  &  Auguste  Trotier  Captains  Louison  Parois  Lieu- 
tenant and  Baptiste  Shamberger  and  Thomas  Cox  Ensigns  in  the  2°" 
Regiment  George  Fisher  Surgeon  &  William  Reynolds  Surgeons  Mate 
in  the  first  Regiment 

John  Anderson  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County 

April  15'"  The  Governor  appointed  John  Giger  Lieutenant  and 
Thomas  Nichols  Ensign  in  the  2°"'  Regiment. 

May'"'  6'"  The  Governor  appointed  William  Boon  Captain  John 
Lacey  1"  Lieutenant  William  Bilderback  2°'*  ditto  John  Bilderback 
Ensign  of  a  volunteer  Company  of  mounted  Riflemen  in  the  first 
Regiment — 

31"  The  Governor  appointed  Joseph  Eberman  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  S'  Clair  County  and  William  Barney  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Gallatin  County — 

June  23"  The  Governor  appointed  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Madison  County— 


"  Beneath  the  above  entry  in  the  State  Department  text  is  the  following: 
"A  True  Transcript  Nat  Pope  Secretary". 
'•  "March"  in  the  "Notebook". 
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William  Mears  Attorney  General  " — 

— The  Governor  absent  from  the  Territory  '' — 

August  15  The  Secretary  appointed  John  B.  Murray  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Johnson  County 

And  Thomas  Green  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  the  same  County — 

Sept'  9'"  The  Secretary  appointed  John  Palmer  Coroner  of  Johnson 
County — 

IS"'  The  Secretary  appointed  George  Franklin  Captain  James 
Clendenen  Lieutenant  Archibald  Steele  Ensign  In  the  first  Regi- 
ment of  the  Militia — 

October  25""  Jacob  Short  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives 
from  St  Clair  County  having  forwarded  his  resignation  the  Secretary 
issued  a  writ  of  Election  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  St  Clair  County 
directing  him  to  hold  an  election  to  supply  the  vacancy — 

Elias  Rector  handed  in  his  resignation  of  the  office  of  Adjutant 
General  and  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 

28  The  Secretary  appointed  John  Byers  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
Johnson  County — 

November  1"  The  Secretary  Appointed  William  C.  Greenup  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery — 

December  6'"  The  Secretary  appointed 

Thomas  E.  Craig  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Gallatin 
County — 

William  Nash,  Lewis  Barker,  James  Radcliff  and  John  Renn  Justices 
of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County — Isaac  Morgan  Surveyor  of  same 

Henry  Kenyon  Adjutant  of  the  4'"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

William  H.  Bradsby  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St.  Clair  County 

Robert  Brazil  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Madison  County — 

7"*  Governor  Edwards  arrived  at  the  seat  of  Government  and  took 
upon  him  the  direction  of  affairs — 

11'"  The  Governor  Appointed  George  Cadwell  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  Madison  County  " — Hezikiah  West  Justice  of 
the  Peace  of  Johnson  County  *" — • 

"  Marginal  note:  "vice  Piatt  Resigned  June  20th  1813".  This  is  not  in  the 
James  version. 

"  In  the  "Notebook"  the  statement  is  as  follows: 

"This  day  [June  23]  the  Governor  departed  from  the  Territory  and  conse- 
quently the  power  of  Exercising  the  Gov'  of  the  Territory  devolved  during  his 
absence  on  the  Secretary". 

"  In  the  "Notebook":  "Vice  William  Rabb  resigned — " 

'"  Loc.  cit.:  "Vice  John  B.  Murray  appointed  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
pleas". 
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13'"  The  Grovernor  appointed  Benjamin  Stephenson  Adjutant 
General 

14'"  Caldwell  Cairnes  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  St 
Clair  County  vice  John  Campbell  resigned." 

22"  William  Chaffin  &  Henry  Connar  Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
Randolph  County — 

1814 

January  1"  The  Governor  appointed 

George  Fisher  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Randolph 
County — 

12""  Raphael  Widen  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County — 

13'"  Jepthah  Hardin  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County — 

February  7'"  John  Frazer  Coroner  and  Henry  Oldham  and  William 
Houston  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County — 

12'"  Thomas  E.  Craig  Major,  Leonard  White  Paymaster  and  Wal- 
ter White  Surgeon's  Mate  in  the  4'"  Regiment  of  the  Militia — 

16'"  Matthew  Edes  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County — 

March  9'"  Uel  Whiteside  Justice  of  the  Peace  &  Daniel  G.  Moore 
Coroner  of  Madison  County — 

12'"  Willis  Hargrave  Colonel  vice  Philip  Trammel  resigned  and 
Leonard  White  Major  vice  Willis  Hargrave  promoted;  in  the  4'" 
Regiment  of  the  Militia 

April  2"*  Jarrott  Trammel  Captain  vice  Leonard  White  pro- 
moted— in  the  4'"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

7'"  The  Governor  appointed  Harrison  Wilson  Captain,  Samuel  W. 
Kimberly  Lieutenant,  John  G.  Wilson  Ensign  Rifle  Company  in  the 
4'"  Regiment 

John  G.  Damewood  Captain,  Archibald  Roberts  Lieutenant  in  the 
4'"  Regiment 

Paul  Haralson  Surveyor  of  Randolph  County 

9'"  Archibald  M'^Allister  Coroner  of  Johnson  County 

11'"  Henry  Connar  Coroner  of  Randolph  County 

19'"  Robert  Cox  and  Conrad  Will  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Ran- 
dolph County 

Thomas  Cox  &  R.  C.  Gilham  '■  Lieutenants  in  the  second  Regi- 
ment— 

22"''  John  Moore  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County — 

29'"  Francois  Menard  Ensign  in  the  1"  Regiment 

May  4'"  Prince  Bryant  &  Alexander  Jamison  Justices  of  the  Peace 
St  Clair  County 

June  4'"  James  Hall  jun'  a  Justice  of  the  peace  Ranolph  County 


•'  Loe.  cit.:  "removed"  in  place  of  "resigned". 

"  The  two  names  are  preceded  in  the  "Notebook"  by  the  word  "Ensigns". 
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George  Hacker  Justice  of  the  Peace  Johnson  County — 

6""  August  Pinconneau  Captain  in  the  2°"  Regiment 

Amos  Squires  Justice  of  the  Peace  St  Clair  County — 

7""  John  Marshall  Justice  of  the  Peace  Gallatin  County 

21='  Joseph  Pumroy  &  Daniel  Boltinghouse  Captains  Henry  Sturn 

Lieutenant  James  Hodkins  and  Wyatt  Adkins  Ensigns  in  the  4"" 

Regiment  of  the  Militia — 
The  Governor  appointed 

Nicholas  Boilvain  Justice  of  the  Peace  Madison  County  ^ 
George  Kennerly  Captain  James  Kennerly  Lieutenant  at  Prairie 

du  Chien 
July  4'"  Henry  Barbeau  captain  in  the  1°'  Regiment 
8'"  James  Fulton  (Jabus)  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County 
26'"  Jesse  Ekies  Justice  of  the  Peace  Johnson  County 
30'"  Archibald  M^Nabb  Captain  1"  Regiment  vice  Henry  Barbeau 

resigned — 
31"  John  Cochran  Captain  in  the  1"  Regiment   Otho    Levins 

Captain  Amos  Paxton  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment — 
August  1"  James  Clark  Ensign  in  the  1"  Regiment 
Hugh  H.  Maxwell  Aid  du  Camp  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the 

Militia 
2'"'  Moses  Garrett  Captain  S.  Clayton  Lieutenant  Hiram  Tedwell 

Ensign  4'"  Regiment 

10'"  John  M'^Kenney  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Madison  County — 
Samuel  Judy  Captain  of  a  Volunteer  Company  William  M'^Gomry 

1='  Lieutenant  Eli  Savage  2°*  ditto  L  Pruitt  3"*  ditto  Ettienne  Douza 

Ensign  In  Sam'  Judy's  Company 
Enoch  Moore  Captain  in  the  2""*  Regiment 
15'"  Joshua  Oglesby  Chaplain  to  the  Illinois  Brigade 
John  Scott  Major  William  Arundel  Captain  John  Stuntz  ditto 

Jacob  Clarke  Lieutenant  John  Jarvais  J''  ditto  In  the  2°'*  Regiment 
September  8'"  The  Governor  Appointed 
Bird  Lockhart  Coroner  of  Madison  County 
19'"  Henry  Connar  Sheriff  of  Randolph  County 
20'"  Hugh  H.  Maxwell  Coroner  of  Randolph  County 
24'"  John  F.  Smith  Captain  Daniel  T.  Coleman  ditto  James  B. 

Bailey  ditto  William  Thornton  ditto  John  Harris  Lieutenant  Ebene- 

zer  Kealough  ditto  John  Tweedy  ditto  Stephen  Smith  ditto  William 

Hickam  ditto  Nathan  Langston  Ensign  William  Johnston  ditto  John 

WHiiteaker  ditto  Isaac  Borin  ditto  William  Tripp  ditto  John  Schultz 

ditto  In  the  3'"  Regiment  of  the  Militia 

^  The  "Notebook"  gives  Prairie  du  Chien  instead  of  Madison  County. 
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29'"  James  D.  Thomas  Captain  in  the  2°''  Regiment 

Caldwell  Cairnes  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  St  Clair 
County — 

30'"  Jacob  Ogle  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  S'  Clair  County 

Joseph  Duncan  Lieutenant  James  Chambers  Ensign  2""  Regiment 

Adam  Woolrick  Lieutenant  John  Wooton  Ensign  1"  Regiment 

October  4'"  James  R.  Estes  Surgeon  in  the  2°"*  Regiment 

27'"  William  Alexander  Adjutant  General  of  the  Militia^ 

November  28'"  The  Governor  appointed 

Thomas  PuUum  &  Robert  Gill  Captains 

William  Smith,  John  M'^Intosh  Ranson  Higgins,  James  Shaw 
Thomas  Kennedy,  Seth  Guard  William  Barney,  Joseph  Beard  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace 

Abner  Armstrong  Sheriff  Robert  Baird  Recorder  Levi  Compton 
Coroner  Nathaniel  Claypole  Clerk  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
all  in  Edwards  County  ^^-- 

December  7""  William  L.  Smyth  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Madison 
County 

13'"  The  following  persons  were  appointed  Clerks  of  the  Supreme 
Court  viz 

Josias  Randle  for  Madison  County  John  Hay  for  St  Clair  County 
Robert  Morrison  for  Randolph  County  James  Finney  for  Johnson 
County  Joseph  M.  Street  for  Gallatin  County  Nathaniel  Claypole 
for  Edwards  County 

22""  Joshua  Scott  Justice  of  the  Peace  Gallatin  County 

24'"  The  following  persons  were  appointed  Judges  of  the  County 
Courts,  viz 

John  G.  Lofton,  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  and  George  Cadwell  Madison 
County 

William  Biggs,  John  Thomas  and  Caldwell  Cairnes  St  Clair 
County 

John  M'^Ferron,  George  Fisher  and  David  Anderson  Randolph 
County 

Hamlet  Ferguson,  Jesse  Griggs  and  John  B.  Murray— Johnson 
County 

John  C.  Stewart,  Leonard  White  and  Thomas  E.  Craig— Gallatin 
County 

**  Additional  entries  under  the  above  date  as  found  in  the  "Notebook"  are  as 
follows: 

"The  following  Laws  passed  by  the  Legislature  were  filed  in  the  Secretary's 
Office  viz  An  Act  for  the  Division  of  Gallatin  County,  approved  Nov  28"'  1814. 
An  Act  for  the  relief  of  the  Representatives  of  Alexander  Nelson  deceased — Ap- 
proved Nov  28""  1814". 
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John  Mcintosh,  Seth  Guard  and  William  Barney  Edwards  County 
The  Governor  appointed 
Josias  Randle  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  Madison  County 


John  Hay 

ditto- 

ditto- 

St  Clair 

ditto 

WiUiam  C.  Greenup 

ditto— 

ditto— 

Randolph 

ditto 

James  Finney 

ditto- 

ditto — 

Johnson 

ditto 

Joseph  M.  Street 

ditto — 

ditto — 

Gallatin 

ditto 

Nathaniel  Claj-pole 

ditto — 

ditto — 

Edwards 

ditto 

Benjamin  Talbott  &  Lewis  Watkins  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin 

County — 
William  Clears  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  District  composed  of 

the  Counties  of  Madison,  St  Clair  and  Randolph — 
Thomas  C.  Brown  prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  District  composed  of 

the  counties  of  Johnson,  Gallatin  and  Edwards — 
William  Jones  County  Treasurer  of  Madison  County 
John  Messenger     ditto — ■  St  Clair  ditto 

Harrison  Wilson     ditto —  Gallatin         ditto 

Le\i  Compton        ditto —  Edwards        ditto 

G.  Marshall  Surveyor  of  Johnson  Coimty 
Marvin  Fuller  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  same 

1815 

January  10'"  William  Alexander  County  Treasurer  and  Thomas 
Sterritt  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Randolph  County 

16'"  Absolem  Bradshaw  Captain   Samuel  Raner   Lieutenant  1" 
Regiment 
24'"  Matthew  Duncan  Justice  of  the  Peace  Ran.  County 
February  8'"  Hezekiah  West  County  Treasurer  of  Johnson  County — 
23''''  The  Governor  appointed 
John  Earthman  Coronor  of  Johnson  County 

March  9'"  William  WTiiteside  Coimty  Treasurer  of  St  Clair  Countj' — 
23"*  Samuel  Judy  Colonel  of  the  2'"*  Regiment  vice  WiUiam  White- 
side deceased — 
29'"  Alexander  Barber  Justice  of  the  Peace  Ran.  County 
April  8'"  William  Wakefield  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County— 
24'"  Charles  R.  Matheny  County  Treasurer  of  St  Clau-  County 
vice  W""  Whiteside  deceased — 

28'"  Joseph  Scott,  Justice  of  the  Peace  S'  Clair  County  «' 
June  10'"  James  Finney,  William  Lameson,  Joshua  Davis  George 
Vance  Lusk,  William  Smith  &  James  Beain — Justices  of  the  Peace  of 
Johnson  County  and  John  Bradshaw  Coronor  of  the  same — 


**  The  following  additional  entry  under  the  above  date  is  found  in  the  "Note- 
book": "Thomas  Griffith  resigned  his  com°  of  Jus  of  peace  on  March  8""  1815" 
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15'"  William  Speed  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County 
John  Boman  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Johnson  County 

Thomas  Griffith  Major  Martin  Harrick  Captain  3'"  Regiment — 

Henry  Carr  Ensign  in  the  2°"  Regiment  " — 

16'"  Thomas  Roberts  Captain  John  Bilderback  Lieutenant  John 
Sykes  Ensign  1"  Regiment 

23"^  Robert  Baird  Surveyor  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Edwards 
County — 

August  2°"*  James  R.  Estes  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St  Clair  County — 

S'"  The  Governor  appointed 

Otho  Levins  Captain  Amos  Paxton  Lieutenant  John  Vance  Ensign 
1"  Regiment 

William  Bilderback  Captain  Archibald  Steele  Lieutenant  Samuel 
Mansker  Ensign  1"  Regiment 

4'"  Thomas  Lawrison  Justice  of  the  peace  of  Johnson  County — 

John  Shultz  Captain  Thomas  LawTison  ditto  William  Richy  Lieu- 
tenant James  Fisher  ditto  James  Johnson  ditto  John  Fisher  Ensign 
Robert  Miller  ditto  3"  Regiment 

5'"  Thomas  Gilham  Justice  of  the  peace  of  St  Clair  County — 
John  Marshall  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Gallatin  County  " — 

Absolem  Cox  Captain  David  Anderson  1"'  Lieutenant  George 
Creath  2""  ditto  William  M'^Bride  3'"  ditto  C>tus  P'^ulton  Ensign 
Company  of  Mounted  Volunteers  1"  Regiment 

7"'  Ralph  Drury  Justice  of  the  Peace  Ran.  County  ^ 

12'"  Nathan  Clampet  Lieutenant  Seth  Hargrave  ditto  John  Town- 
send  ditto  William  Eubanks  Ensign  Samuel  Hargrave  ditto  George 
Vineyard  ditto  4'"  Regiment 

Ephraim  Hubbard  Sheriff  of  Gallatin  County 

22""*  Amos  Squire  Major  John  Reynolds  Judge  Advocate  2°"  Regi- 
ment 

September  1"  The  Gk)vemor  appointed  Hamlet  Ferguson— Sheriff 
of  Johnson  County 

25'"  John  Compton  Lieutenant  James  Chism  Ensign  in  the  Militia 
of  Edwards  County 

Guy  W.  Smith  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Edwards  County  vice 
N.  Claypole  deceased 

Samuel  Hays — Justice  of  the  Peace  Gallatin  County 

"  Entered  also  loc.  oil.,  under  the  above  date  is  the  following  entry: 

"Major  Simpson  of  the  S"'  Reg'  out  of  office  Captain  Whiteside  of  same  Reg' 
out  of  office    Joseph  M  Street  Justice  of  Peace  of  Gallatin  C"  resigned". 

8'  "Vice  Leo  <i  White  Resigned  7""  of  July  1815",  loc.  eit. 

«*  Under  date  of  Aug.  9,  1815,  loe.  cit.,  is  the  following  complete  entry:  "George 
Robinson  Sheriff  of  Gallatin  County  sent  forward  his  resignation  dated  July  24"' 
1815". 
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27'"  Ralph  P.  Day— Justice  of  the  peace  St  Clair  County 

December  6'"  Theron  Brownfield  Justice  of  the  Peace  St  Clair 
County  ^' 

Samuel  Harris  Justice  of  the  Peace  Edwards  County 

The  House  of  Representatives  having  expelled  James  Gilbreath  a 
member  thereof  from  Randolph  County  the  Governor  issued  a  writ 
of  Election  directed  to  the  Sheriff  of  Randolph  County  requiring  him 
to  hold  an  election  to  supply  the  vacancy  occassioned  thereby — 

13'"  The  Governor  remitted  all  the  Militia  Fines  imposed  by  Courts 
martial  during  this  year — 

The  Governor  appointed  Hypolite  Menard  Captain  Francois 
Menard  Lieutenant  1^'  Regiment 

John  Compton  Lieutenant  Francis  Cullum  ditto  Joseph  Macomb 
Ensign  James  Chissom  ditto  In  the  Battalion  of  Militia  in  Edwards 
County 

23''''  Abraham  Prickette  Justice  of  the  Peace  Madison  County 

1816 

January  10""  Alexander  Waddell  Joseph  Eberman  Justices  of  the 
Peace  in  Madison  County — 

The  Governor  appointed 
William  Alexander — Recorder  &  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  Caldwell 
Cairnes  Thomas  Todd  James  Lemon  Sen"'  Judges  of  the  County  Court 

All  in  Monroe  County — The  Clerk  and  Judges  to  hold  their  office 
during  Good  behavour  for  three  years  from  the  first  day  of  June  1816 

James  B.  Moore  Sheriff  John  Moore — County  Treasurer  of  Monroe 
County 

All  the  above  commissions  were  to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of 
June  1816 

John  C  Slocumb  Joseph  Pumroy  Willis  Hargrave  Judges  James 
Ratcliff — Clerk  County  Court  of  White  County — During  good  be- 
havour for  3  years  from  February  1^'  1816 

Benjamin  R  Smith — Sheriff  James  Ratcliff — Recorder  Lowrey 
Hay — Surveyor  William  Nash  Daniel  M^Henry  Lowrey  Hay  Stephen 
Standly  Thomas  Rutledge  Edmond  Covington  Moses  Thompson 
Thomas  Randolph  Justices  of  the  Peace  In  White  County 

All  the  above  commissions  for  White  County  took  effect  February 
1"  1816 

Willis  Hargrave  Colonel  Joseph  Piunroy  William  M  "Henry  Majors 
5"  Regiment  White  County 

The  Governor  appointed 

Joseph  Scott — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  St.  Clair  County 


"  "Vice  Enoch  Moore  resigned  Nov.  20""  1815",  loc.  cit. 
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Thomas  E.  Craig — Colonel  William  C.  Vought — Captain  Peter  C. 
Sea  ton — Lieutenant  James  Melton — Ensign  4'"  Regiment 

William  Hickam — Captain  William  Lindsay — Lieutenant  John 
Whitaker — ditto  William  M  "Norton — ditto  Rawson  Davis — Ensign 
Joseph  Parmer — ^ditto  3"'  Regiment 

William  Gilham — Captain  Henry  Cook — ditto  Isaac  Gilham — 
Lieutenant  Martin  Jones^Ensign  John  Barnett    ditto  2'"*  Regiment 

Thomas  E.  Craig  Leonard  White  John  Marshall  Judges  Joseph  M. 
Street  Clerk  County  Court  of  Gallatin  County  Good  behaviour  for 
Three  years — 

IP"  Risdon  Moore  William  Biggs  John  Thomas  Judges  John  Hay 
Clerk  County  Court  of  St  Clair  County  during  good  Behaviour  for 
three  years 

Samuel  Judy  George  Cadwell  Thomas  Kirkpatrick  Judges  Josias 
Randle — Clerk  County  Court  of  Madison  County  during  good  be- 
haviour for  three  years 

John  Weldon — Justice  of  the  Peace  Johnson  County 

The  Governor  appointed 

George  Fisher  John  M'Ferron  David  Anderson  Judges  William  C. 
Greenup — Clerk  County  Court  of  Randolph  County — during  good 
behaviour  for  three  years 

John  M'Intosh  Seth  Guard  William  Barney  Judges  Guy  W. 
Smith— Clerk  County  Court  of  Edwards  County — during  good  be- 
haviour for  three  years — 

John  B.  Murray  Marvin  Fuller  James  Weaver  Judges  James 
Finney — Clerk  County  Court  of  Johnson  County  during  good  be- 
haviour for  three  years — 

Daniel  Boultinghouse  Stephen  Clinton — Justices  of  the  Peace 
White  County — 

John  Robinson — Justice  of  the  Peace  Madison  County 

13'"  Daniel  P.  Cook — Auditor  of  Public  Accounts — 

17'"  James  Hull  Jesse  Griggs  Nathan  Davis  Judges  of  the  County 
Court  of  Jackson  County  during  good  behaviour  for  3  years  from  the 
first  of  April  1816— 

George  Creath — Sheriff  of  Jackson  County^ 

February  27'"  Joseph  M.  Street — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin 
County — 

March  2"*  Thomas  Ferguson  Benoni  Lee  Judges  Joshua  Scott — 
Clerk  County  Court  of  Pope  County— during  good  behaviour  for  3 
years — from  April  1"  1816 — 

Thomas  Lawrison — Surveyor  of  Pope  County 

John  Craw — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County  "* — 


">  "Vice  J°  Ratcliff  resigned",  loc.  cit. 
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Joseph  Meachum — Justice  of  the  Peace  Madison  County 

5""  Moses  Short — Justice  of  the  Peace  St  Clair  County — 

11'"  The  Governor  appointed  Robert  Lacy  Judge  of  the  Court 
Court  of  Pope  County  during  good  behaviour  for  3  years — 

Samuel  Omelvaney  James  Alcorn  Justices  of  Peace  Joshua  Scott 
Recorder — Pope  County 

23''''  James  M^Roberts  John  Primm  James  Whaley  Justices  of  the 
Peace  Monroe  County 

Abraham  Amos — Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Monroe  County 
during  good  behavior  for  3  years. 

William  Padfield  Justice  of  the  Peace  St.  Clair  County 

25'"  William  Wilson  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Jackson  County 
during  good  behaviour  for  3  years — 

William  Wilson — Recorder  Conrad  Will  William  Boone  Justices 
of  the  Peace  Jackson  County 

Hamlet  Ferguson — Sheriff  of  Pope  County 

John  Bradshaw  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Johnson  County 

James  S.  Dorris — Sheriff  of  Johnson  County — 

27""  Vance  Lusk  James  A.  Whiteside  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Pope 
County — 

April  3'''*  John  Marshall — Justice  of  the  Peace  Michael  Robinson — 
County  Treasurer  Jackson  County 

17'"  Joseph  French  County  Treasurer  of  Jackson  County  vice 
Michael  Robinson  whose  com"  was  revoked — 

Joseph  Barton — County  Treasurer  of  Randolph  County 

19'"  William  Bennet — Justice  of  the  Peace  Randolph  County 
Benjamin  Watts  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  St  Clair  County  '' — 

The  Governor  departed  from  the  Territory — 

30'"  The  Secretary  appointed 

John  Bayers — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Jackson  County 

Kimber  Barton — County  Treasurer  of  Randolph  County  *^  vice 
Joseph  Barton  who  refused  to  act  °' — 

May  15'"  James  Ross — Captain  George  Hargrave — Lieutenant 
Harry  Milton — Ensign  4'"  Regiment — vice  Captain  Trammel  &  his 
subalterns — 

20'"  Thomas  Lawrison  James  Titsworth  James  N.  Fox  John  Prit- 
chard  James  Richay  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Pope  County — 

Abel  Fike  Peter  Mitchell  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  S'  Clair  County— 

•'  "Thomas  M^Roberts  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin  resigned  his  Com- 
mission" is  an  additional  entry  under  the  above  date,  loc.  cit. 

»'  "Resigned",  a  marginal  note,  loc.  cit. 

"  At  about  this  point  in  the  above  text  there  falls  a  marginal  note,  "see  page 
82",  on  which  MS.  page  in  the  last  entry  of  the  register,  post,  p.  672,  a  date  is  cor- 
rected from  June  5  to  May  4. 
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23"'  John  "Williams — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Gallatin  County 

June  5'"  Alexander  Jameson  Prince  Bryant  Theron  Brownfield 
Jehu  Scott  William  Chaffin  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Monroe  County 

18""  William  Barnett — County  Treasurer  of  Randolph  County — vice 
Kimber  Barton  Resigned — 

20'"  John  Lane  John  C.  Trousdale  Captains  James  Hull  William 
Barker  Moses  Blazer  John  Pittsford  Lieutenants  John  Proctor 
Nathaniel  Harrison  William  Jordon  Ensigns  4'"  Regiment  of  the 
Militia 

Theophilus  M.  Nichols — Ensign  in  the  2°''  Regiment 

Edward  H  Piper — County  Treasurer  of  White  County  '* 

21"  The  Secretary  appointed — 

Joshua  Scott — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Pope  County — Guy  W. 
Smith  Robert  Frazer  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Edwards  County — 

July  15'"  Daniel  Hay — County  Treasurer  of  White  County  vice 
Edw"  H  Piper  resigned — 

23"  Griffin  Tyler  William  Nash  Thomas  Mays  Captains  Michael 
Dickason  Aaron  Williams  William  Rutledge  Lieutenants  William 
Council  Daniel  Lynch  John  Davidson  Ensigns  In  the  Militia  of  White 
County 

Edward  N.  Cullum  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Edwards  County  " — 

Elias  Jordan — Captain  John  Campbell — Lieutenant  Jacob  Painter 
Ensign  In  the  Militia  of  Edwards  County 

John  Schultz — Captain  Moses  Hamm — ditto  James  Jordan — 
Lieutenant  Nicholas  Wren — Ensign  In  the  4'"  Regiment  of  the 
Militia 

26'"  Matthew  Duncan — Recorder  of  Randolph  County  " — 

August  4'"  The  Governor  returned  to  the  Territory 

6'"  The  Governor  appointed  Benjamin  Maneer — Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Johnson  County  Hosiah  Boring  William  Piles  Irvin  Morris 
Andrew  Cochran  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Johnson  County  " — 

10'"  The  Governor  appointed 

Charles  Mick — Justice  of  the  Peiice  of  Gallatin  County — 

Alexander  Glass — Coronor  John  Damerell— Justice  of  the  Peace 
Pope  County — 

Henry  Kenyon — County  Treasurer  of  Gallatin  County — 

John  Moore — Coronor  of  Monroe  County — 

16'"  Antoine  L.  Chenet — Justice  of  the  Peace  Randolph  County 

"  Marginal  note  in  "Notebook":  "resigned". 

•'  Following  the  above  item,  loc.  cit.,  is  this  entry:  "Thomas  Kennedy  Justice 
Peace  Ed"'  County  resigned  July  9">  1816". 
••  "Vice  William  Arundel  decea.sed",  loc.  cit. 
"  These  four  appointments  are  entered,  loc.  cit.,  under  an  Aug.  9,  1816,  date. 
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22°"  Governor  absent  from  the  Territory 

The  Secretary  appointed — 
James  Tannehill — Justice  of  the  Peace  S'  Clair  County 
David  Shearer — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Pope  County 

28'"  Stephen  Hogg — Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Gallatin  County 
Ralph  Drury — Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Monroe  County — 

September  25'"  1816  Samuel  Judy  resigned  his  appointment  of 
Colonel  of  the  2"'*  Regiment  of  Militia. 

The  Governor — Appointed  [blank],  Colonel  of  the  4'"  Regiment  of 
the  Illinois  Militia 

Appointed  Jacob  Ogle,  County  Treasurer  of  S'  Clair  County. 

Appointed  Samuel  Redman,  Coroner  of  S*  Clair  County." 

October  22°*  1816  Appointed  William  Bennett,  Coroner  of  Randolph 
County. 

November  12  Appointed  Robert  Scott,  County-Treasurer,  of  Pope 
County. 

December  10  Appointed  James  M'Roberts,  Judge,  of  the  County 
Court  of  Monroe  County,  in  room  of  Abraham  Amos,  resigned. 

12  Appointed  Jesse  Cooper,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  Monroe 
County. 

30'"  Appointed,  John  M^Intire,  Major  of  the  Militia,  in  Edwards 
County. 

[1817] 

January  1"  1817.  Appointed  Samuel  Harris,  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  Crawford  County. 

2  The  Governor,  appoint"  Allen  M^Gahay,  Coroner,  George  Kinkaid, 
Smith  Shaw,  &  James  Shaw,«»  Edward  H.  Piper,  Clerk  of  the  County- 
Court  &  Recorder  of  the  County — Francis  Cullom  Sherrifl  John 
Dunlap  Surveyor — for  Crawford  County  all  these  for  Crawford 
County — 

6  Appointed  Samuel  G.  Morse,  Sheriff  Daniel  Converse  Clk  of  the 
County  Court;  of  Bond  County 

10  Appointed  Robert  K.  McLaughlin  Clerk  of  the  Court— S*  Clair 
County,  vice,  John  Hay,  resigned. 

13  Appointed  N.  G.  R.  Rhea,  Tho»  C  Brown  &  W"  Mears,  Circuit 
Attorneys — 

Appointed,  Hamlett  Ferguson,  Colonel,  of  the  6'"  Regiment 

"  Following  the  above  item,  and  under  the  same  date,  loc.  cit.,  is  this  additional 
entry:  "The  Gov  app"*  Leonard  White  Co'  of  the  4""  Reg'  111  Militia". 

"  According  to  the  printed  version  by  James,  p.  44,  Kinkaid  and  the  two  Shaws 
were  appointed  justices  of  the  peace.  But  neither  the  MS.  text  from  which  the 
present  printing  is  derived  nor  the  original  "Notebook"  indicates  the  office  or 
offices  to  which  they  were  appointed.  The  State  Department  text  for  this  period 
is  missing. 
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Owen  Evans,  Colonel,  of  the  3'"  Regiment, 

James  B.  Moore  Colonel,  of  the  2'"'  Regiment, 

Jacob  Short,  Major  in  the  2°'"  Regiment, 

Francis  Cullom  Major  in  the  8'"  Regiment, 

William  Reed  Captain  in  the  2""  Regiment, 

Joseph  Ogle,  Lieutenant  in  the  2""  Regiment, 

Henry  Mace,  Ensign  in  the  2''"*  Regiment, 

Jonathan  Stewart,  Captain  in  the  5'"  Regiment, 

Lowry  Hay,  Major  in  the  5'"  Regiment, 

William  Montgomery  Capt°  in  the  7""  Regiment, 

Robert  S'  Clair,  Captain  in  the  T'"  Regiment, 

Isaac  Smith,  Lieutenant,  in  the  7'"  Regiment, 

Henry  Gillham  Ensign  in  the  7'"  Regiment, 

William  Greene  Lieutenant,  in  the  7'"  Regiment, 

George  Morriss,  Lieutenant  in  the  5'"  Regiment, 

James  Patton,  Ensign  in  the  5'"  Regiment. 

14  John  Groves,  Major  in  the  4'"  Regiment,  James  Ross,  Major 
in  the  4'"  Regiment,  John  Givins,  Captain  in  the  4'"  Regiment. 

Governor  Appointed  Jo"  M'Combe,  Cap'  in  the  4""  Regiment, 

Samuel  Gaston  Lieutenant  in  the  4'"  Regiment, 

Andrew  M'Clure,  Ensign  in  the  4'"  Regiment 

Lewis  Barton,  Major  in  the  6'"  Regiment, 

William  M'^Fatridge,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Pope  County, 

John  Whitaker,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Johnson  County, 

Ebenezer  Piatt,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Jackson  County, 

George  Brown  D"  D°  for  Johnson  County,  James  Gill  D»  D"  for 
Jackson  County,  Isaac  D.  Bates,  D°  D"  for  D°  D"  Benjamin  F  Conner 
D"  D"  for  D"  D°  Adam  Schultz  D°  D"  for  Gallatin  County,  Parke 
Grovenor  D"  D°  Jackson  County^ 

John  Hargrave  Jun'  Surveyor  for  Johnson  County, 

Irvin  Morris,  Coroner  for  Johnson  County, 

Pamenias  Redman,  Notary  Public  for  Gallatin  County, 

Robert  Frazer,  Judge  of  the  County  Court  of  Edwards  County,  in 
place  of  Seth  Gard  resigned — 

Richard  Graham  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  White  County. 

Daniel  Hay    D°    for    D°    D° 

Charles  Humphreys,      D"    for    Jackson  County, 

Marmaduke  S  Davenport  Judge  of  County-Court  of  Gallatin  C 

George  M^Kinsey,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  White  County 

Peter  Philips,  William  Wheeler,  John  B.  Stovall,  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  Henry  Jones  Coroner,  all  for  White  County — 

William  Poole,  Coroner,  for  the  County  of  Edwards, 

William  R.  Ashby,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Gallatin 
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Andrew  Slack,  a    D°    for    D° 

John  M^Crary     D"     D"     D° 

William  Jones,  Judge  of  the  County-Court  of  Madison  County. 

16  John  T.  Lusk,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Madison  County 

28'"  Marvin  Puller,  County  Surveyor  for  the  County  of  Jackson 

Edward  Clarke,  Ensign  in  the  first  Regiment, 

Joseph  Palmer,  Judge  of  the  County-Court  of  Johnson  County 

Michael  Dodd,  Ensign  in  the  7'"  Regiment — • 

Appointed  by  the  Governor. 

September  [January]  28  John  Waddle  Lieutenant  in  the  Seventh 
Regiment, 

Hiram  Arthurs,  Ensign  in  the  7'"  Regiment. 

February  3  Daniel  G  Coleman,  Adjutant  in  the  S'"  Regiment, 

Da\'id  Arundel,  Captain  in  the  3"'''  Regiment. 

8'"  James  Clark,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Randolph  County 

12  Enoch  Moore,  Surveyor  of  Monroe  County, 

William  C.  Vaught,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Gallatin  County  in 
the  room  W™  R.  Ashbey  who  refused  to  accept. 

Tho'  Kirkpatrick  &  John  Powers,  Judges  in  Bond  County, 

John  Ku-kpatrick,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Daniel  Converse,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  Recorder,  in  Bond  County. 

James  Robinson  Coroner,  of  Madison  County, 

20  Asahel  Enloe,  Surveyor  of  Madison  County, 

24  Abraham  Prickett,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  d°  County, 

26  Samuel  Whitesides,  Major  in  the  7'"  Regiment, 

27  Alajtin  Jones,  Surveyor  for  Bond  County,  &  Judge  of  the  County 
Court  of  Bond  County, 

March  1"  Isaiah  Price  &  Levi  Casey  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Bond 
Coimty 

3  Charles  R.  Matheny  Circuit  Att°  for  the  1"  Judicial  Circuit 

7  Henry  Cook,  Major  in  the  7"^  Regiment — 

17'"  '  Joseph  Philips  (being  heretofore  commissioned)  before  his  Ex- 
cellency Ninian  Edwards,  took  the  usual  oaths  of  fidelity  and  office, 
as  Secretary  of  this  Territory,  in  the  following  words  to  wit, 

Illinois  Territory,  set. 

Personally  appeared  before  me  Ninian  Edwards,  Governor,  of  the 
Territory  aforesaid,  Joseph  Philips,  who  took  the  oath  of  fidelity,  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  oath  of  office,  as  Secretary,  in,  and  for,  the 
said  Territory. 


This  entry  is  not  found  in  the  original  "Notebook". 


6G0  TERRITORIAL    PAPERS 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Kaskaskia  this  17'"  day  March  1817,  and 
of  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  the  forty  first. 

NiNiAN  Edwards 

Which  said  commission  is  in  the  words  following  (to  wit) 

James  Madison,  President  of  the  United  States  of  America;  To  all 

who  shall  see  these  presents  Greeting. 

Know  ye,  that  reposing  Special  Trust,  and  Confidence,  in  the  in- 
tegrity, Diligence,  and  ability  of  Joseph  Philips,  of  Tennessee,  I  have 
nominated,  and  by  &  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  do 
appoint  him  Secretary,  in  and  for  the  Illinois  Territory,'  and  do  author- 
ize &  empower  him  to  Execute,  and  fulfil,  the  duties  of  that  Office, 
according  to  law,  and  to  have  and  to  hold,  the  said  office,  with  all 
the  powers,  privileges  and  emoluments,  to  the  same  of  right  appertain- 
ing, for  the  term  of  four  years,  from  the  day  of  the  date  hereof,  unless, 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  for  the  time  being  should  be  pleased, 
sooner  to  revoke,  &  determine  this  Commission. 

In  Testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  these  letters,  to  be  made 
patent,  and  the  seal  of  the  United  States,  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 
Given  under  my  hand  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  seventeenth 
day  of  December  ad,  1816,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  of  America  the  Forty-first — 

James  Madison 

By  the  President 
James  Monroe  Secretary  of  State — 

March  24  [Appointed]  James  N.  Foxe,  Major  in  the  G""  Regiment 
James  Allcom,  SherifT,  of  Pope  County,  vice  H.  Ferguson,  resigned 
25  The  Governor  absent  from  the  Territory— 
April  3  The  Governor  returned,  &  entered  on  his  official  duties— 

4  Appointed  John  G.  Damewood  Major,  in  the  4'"  Regiment  of 
Illinois  Militia 

Levi  W.  Smith,  Colonel  in  the  8'"  Regiment— D" 
John  Schultz,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Gallatin  County,  formerly 
commissioned  Adam  Shultz,  through  mistake — 

5  Andrew  Bankson  Major  in  the  2°'*  Regiment, 
Isaac  Griffin  Captain,  in  the  2"*  Regiment 
Robert  Middleton  Lieutenant  in     D" 
Bennett  Mason — Ensign  in     D° 

Matthew  Eades — Captain  in    D" 
Payton  R.  Bankson — Lieutenant,  in     D° 
Theophilus  Herald — Ensign,  in     D° 

•Nominated  Dec.  16  and  confirmed  Dec.  17,  1816  (Senate,  Exec.  Journal,  in, 
61 ) .     An  official  copy  of  the  above  commission  is  in  N  A  (SD,  Misc.  Perm.  Comms.) 
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John  Ryan — Ensign,  in     D" 

John  Summers-  Ensign,  in     D° 

Robert  Blackwell,  Auditor  of  PubHc  Ace"  (vice)  D.  P.  Cook, 
resigned 

10*  Charles  Humphreys,  Clerk  of  the  County  Court  of  Jackson 
County, 

Conrad  Will  Recorder  of  Jackson  County,  Com"  to  expire  20 
May  1817 

13"  Passport,  Granted,  Owen  Evans,  agent,  of  George  W.  Atcheson, 
to  Ascend  the  Illinois  river,  to  Chichago  with  provisions  &c  and  per- 
mission to  dispose  of  the  same  on  his  route — ■ 

15  Appointed  William  M.  Darley  Captain,  in  the  3''*  Regiment, 
111.  M. 

John  Bradley  Lieutenant  in    D° 

John  Burchfield  Ensign  in     D° 

17  William  Lockhart  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Crawford  County. 

18  John  Cook,  Captain  in  the  7'"  Regiment^ — 
Absolom  Baker  Lieutenant  in    D" 

Melds  Jarvis,  Ensign  in     D" 

Isaac  Ferguson,  Captain  in    D" 

John  Warrick,  Lieutenant  in    D"* 

William  Samples  Ensign  in    D° 

Paul  Beck— Captain  in    D° 

Peter  Hubbard  Lieutenant  in    D° 

Samuel  Davidson  Ensign — in — D° 

John  Lorton  Captain — in    D° 

John  Hop  ton  Lieutenant,  in    D" 

John  Whitley  Ensign — in    D° 

May  9'"  Thomas  C.  Patterson,  Sheriff  of  Johnson  County  vice  J.  S. 
Dorris  °  removed 

John  F.  Smith,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Johnson  Coimty,  vice 
W°  Smith  dec* 

Daniel  S  Swearengen,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  S'  Clair  County, 

11  Thomas  Tovery,  Esquire  Stoval  &  John  Townsend,  Capt"  in  5'" 
Regiment 

Aaron  Williams,  in  room  of  Griffin  Taylor,  removed. 

Carter.  Smith,  Peyton  Hunt,  Jordan  Vance  &  John  Stovall  Lieu- 
tenants in  the  5'"  Regiment  of  Illinois  Militia — 

Robert  Watson,  Rawley  Williams,  John  Dale  &  George  Steele, 
Ensigns  in  the  1"  Reg' 

*  This  date  appears  as  Apr.  4  in  the  James  version.  The  above  date,  however, 
checks  with  that  in  the  original  "Notebook". 

'  Davis  in  the  James  version,  p.  48.  The  above  spelling  agrees  with  the  "Note- 
book". 
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Robert  Thomas  &  Alex'  Jemmeson,  Lieut'  in  the  2°''  Regiment 

22  John  Howard,  a  justice  of  the  Peace  for  Madison  County, 

Samuel  Whitesides,  Colonel  of  the  7'"  Regiment, 

24  Alex'  Trousdale,  &  Rob'  Shipley,  Justices  for  White  County, 

26  Asa  Leadbetter  &  Jacob  Seaton,  Justices  for  Gallatin  County, 

Hamlet  Ferguson  &  David  S  Taylor  Judges,  for  Pope  County, 

John  Grayson,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Edwards  County 

The  resignations  of  Thomas  Ferguson,  and  Robert  Lacy,  as  Judges 

of  Pope  County  rec*  &  accepted  by  the  Governor. 
31  The  Governor,  appoint"  Cha'  Humphreys  Recorder  in  Jackson 

County 
June  2  Paul  Harlston,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Randolph  County 
3  The  Governor,  absent  from  the  Territory,  the  Secretary  made  the 

foil*  appointments 

(To  wit,)  Hiram  Arthur,  Captain,  in  the  7'"  Regiment — Thomas 

Lofton  Lieutenant,  &  James  Gillham  Ensign,  in  said  7""  Regiment 
9  as-    James  W.  Bradsby,  Captain,  W"  Tilford,  Lieu'  &  W" 

Journey  Ensign,  in  the  2°"  Regiment 
May  26  William  Gillham,  Captain  in  the  7'"  Regiment,  resigned — 
June  14  The  Governor,  returned  to  the  seat  of  government — 
17  Appointed  Wood  Lampkin,  Captain,  Absolom  Trigers  Lieu- 
tenant, Jonathan  Williams  Ensign,  Hiram  Jones  Lieutenant,  in  the 

5'"  Regiment — 

Daniel  Hay,  Cap'  Seth  Hargrave,  Lieu'  Asa  Ross,  Ensign  of  the 

rifle  company,  5'"  Reg' 
20  Cap'  William  C.  Vaught,  Major  in  the  4'"  Regiment,  vice  Jn" 

Groves  Res" 
John  Caldwell  Judge  of  Gallatin  County  vice  Leond  White  resign" 

same  day, 

John  Bull,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in  Gallatin  County — 
24  Thomas  Rattan,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  S'  Clair  County. 
July  8  Clayton  Tiffin  Surgeon  of  the  7'"  Regiment.— Ill'  Ter" 
Samuel  Myers,  Justice  of  the  County  of  S'  Clair — 
9  Christy  Fitch,  &  John  Lockart,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Craw- 
ford County 
Sam'  Marshall  &  W"  Spencer,  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Edwards 

County 
Jn°  F.  Richardson,  Geo.  W.  Bratton,  Captains,  Sam'  Brianberry, 

Lieutenant  Stephen  Handy,  James  Gill,  Ensigns  in  the  8'"  Regiment, 
'Patterson  James,  Rob'  Miller,  &  Jo'  Woods,  Ensigns  in  the 
Regiment, 
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21  John  Forrester,  John  Uents,'  Captains,  James  Fields,  John 
Baldwin,  Lieutenants,  Daniel  Dilland  Ensign,  all  in  the  4'"  Regi- 
ment— 

Ewin  Morris,  Sheriff  of  Johnson  County,  vice,  Tho'  Patterson 
resigned  same  day 

July  17  John  Clendenen  Lieu'  Amos  Lively  Ensign,  in  the  8'" 
Regiment 

Aug^  12  W"  APBride  Jun'  Cap'  in  place  of  Absol"  Cox,  resigned 
same  day. 

Robert  Thomson  Lieu'  in  place  of  W"  M'^Bride  resigned  12""  Aug' 

James  Anderson  Ensign  in  place  of  Jn"  Hill  resigned  same  day. 
1"  Reg' 

16  Isaac  Ferguson,  Alaj'  W°  Townsend  Cap'  in  place  of  P  Ferguson 
John  Herron  Lieutenant  in  the  7""  Regiment — • 

17  John  Reed  Ensign,  former  Lieu'  &  Ensign  removed. 
Resignation  of  Co'  Hargrave,  rec*  &  accepted,  as  L'  Co'  111.  M" 
Resignation  of  W°  R.  Ashby,  Justice  for  Gallatin  County  accepted. 
Greene  B.  Fields  Captain,  W"  Sams,  D"  Lincoln  Harper  D° 

John  Cross,  &  Elijah  M'^ferron,  &  George  Everts,'  Lieutenants  * — 
The  Governor  appoin"  Nicholas  Edwards,  John  Roberts  &  Daniel 

Shipman,  Ensigns  all  in  the  6*"  Regiment  of  Illinois  Militia — 
David  Kealough,  Judge  in  Pope  County  \ice  H  Ferguson  res'* 
Adin  E.  Meacham  Lieu'  in  place  of  Isaac  Smith  resign" 
John  Bates,  Ensign,  in  place  of  Henry  Gillham,  Resigned  in  the 

7'"  Reg' 
William  Rutherford,  Captain,  in  place  of  W"  Reed,  Dec" 

18  Jacob  Clark,  Captain,  promoted  to  fill  the  place  of  Enoch 
Moore,  resign* 

John  Ryan  promoted  to  Lieutenant,  all  in  the  2°"  Regim' 

Dudley  Williams,  Dempsey  Odane,'  Asa  Leadbetter,  &  Frederick 
R.  Buck,  Captains,  promoted  from  Lieutenants, 

John  Scroggins,  John  Williams,  Lieutenants  &  David  Springs, 
Ensign  in  the  4'"  Reg' 

J.  Milton  Moore,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  Monroe  County. 

22  Upon  the  petition,  of  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  the  Governor  issued 
a  Commission,  remiting  twenty-five  dollars,  of  the  fine  imposed  on 

»  Probably  John  Uins  of  White  County.  See  Norton  (ed.),  Illinois  Census 
Returns,  1820  (IHC,  XXVl),  352. 

'  Written  plainly  thus,  but  evidently  intended  for  Evets;  it  is  so  spelled  in  the 
original  "Notebook",  and  there  was  a  George  Evets  in  Pope  County  according  to 
the  census  of  1818. 

'  These  six  militia  appointments  were  in  the  4th  regiment,  according  to  the 
"Notebook". 

'  Probably  Dempsey  Odum  (Odam),  Franklin  County.  See  Norton  (ed.),  lU. 
Census  Returns,  1810,  1818  (IHC,  xxiv),  80. 
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Matthew  Atcheson,  by  the  Circuit  Court  for  the  County  of  S'  Clair, 
the  last  fall  Session,  for  As'  &  Batf  on  Nelly  Johnson — 

27  Appointed,  Samuel  Marshall,  Judge,  for  Edwards  County,  & 
revoked  his  com"  as  Justice  of  Peace 

Moses  Bedell,  James  M'Millin,  Caleb  Jordan,  Sardis  R.  Chase, 
Captains,  Jesse  B.  Brown,  Jairus  Jordin,  Isaac  B  Smith,  Joseph 
Dougharty,  Lieutenants;  Edward  Brynes,  Asa  Smith,  William  B 
Adams,  Nathan  Rawlings,  Ensigns,  all  in  the  8'"  Regiment 

Peter  Lewis,  George  Vineyard,  Captains,  Thomas  Kilton,  John 
Eubanks,  Lieutenants;  James  Glass  John  Rumer,  Ensigns;  6'" 
Regiment 

John  M'^Lean,  Captain,  Joseph  Hay  Lieutenant,  &  Parmenias  Red- 
man, Lieutenant;  of  the  Company  of  Artillery  in  the  2°"  Brigade 

28  Elijah  C.  Berry,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  for  the  Illinois 
Territory  in  place  of  Robert  Blackwill,  Resigned — 

Miles  Hotchkiss,  Recorder,  of  Randolph  County — 
September  24  Robert  Frazer,  Adjutant,  Tho'  Gold  Paymaster,  John 
Damewood  Surgeon,  of  the  8'"  Regiment, 
Abijah  Leavett,  Adjutant  of  the  1"  Regiment — 
27  Nathan  Arnett,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Jackson  County 

29  Henry  Oldham  Judge,  for  Gallatin  County  in  place  of  John 
Caldwell,  who  refused  to  accept — 

October  8  The  Governor  appointed,  James  Clendenan,  Captain,  in 
the  1"  Regiment,  in  place  of  Thomas  Roberts,  resigned — 

John  Pillars  Captain,  Solomon  Farzee,  Lieutenant,  &  James 
Robertson,  Ensign,  in  the  1"  Regim' 

10  James  Martin  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Edwards  County — 
Adam  I.  Fisk  '"  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Pope  County, 

11  Resignations  of  Lieutenant  Antoine  Blay,  &  of  Ensign  Ar'  Blay. 
Received  and  accepted — 

16  David  Hendershott,  Captain,  of  a  light  company — Samuel 
Sybole,  Lieutenant,  &  John  Conway,  Ensign,  in  the  7'"  Regim* 

31"  Resignation,  of  Conrad  Will,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Jackson 
County  Received  &  accepted — 

Nov'  18  Patemon  Winchester,  Aide  de  Camp,  to  the  Commander 
in  Chief — 

Cap'  William  Arundel,  resigned.  Lieu'  Louis  Gervais,  resigned  Cap' 
Auguste  Trottier,  Resigned — 

Thomas  Rutledge,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  White  county,  resign'd 

"  This  is  clearly  written  in  the  MS.  as  spelled  in  the  present  printing.  In  the 
census  returns  for  1818  there  was  an  Abram  G.  Fisk  in  Pope  County,  and  the 
original  entry  in  the  "Notebook",  which  is  difficult  to  decipher,  might  be  either 
Abram  or  Adam,  and  the  middle  initial  appears  to  be  G.  The  James  version 
gives  Adam  I. 
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Appoint"  Moses  Quick,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S*  Clair,  vice  M 

Short  resigned 
Samuel  Newell  &  Farleton  Boran,  Justices  for  Edwards  County, 
George  Kinder,  Captain,  Ab°  Prickett  Lieu'  &  Jepthah  Lamkins, 

Ensign,  in  the  Seventh  Regiment — 
19  Governor  absent  from  the  Territory — 
23  The  Secretary,  made  the  following  appointments. 
Thomas  Re>Tiolds  Circuit  Att°  for  the  2°'*  Judicial  Circuit — 
December  1  The  Governor  returned  to  the  seat  of  Government — 
10  [appointed]    James   E.  Willis  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Pope 

County. 
Peter  C  Seaton  Captain,  Richard  T.  Jones  Lieutenant  Samuel 

Seaton  Ensign,  Tounsin  Talton  Lieutenant,  and  James  Moreland 

Ensign — in  4'"  Regiment 
John  Frazer,  resigned  his  appointment,  of  Coronor,  of  Gallatin 

County,  And,  John  Forrester,  appointed  in  his  place, 

James  Steele,  Captain,  Joshua  Williams  Lieutenant,  George  Jack- 
son, Ensign,  in  the  6'"  Regiment 

Levi  Roberts,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  for  Madison  County — 
William  L.  May,  a  Justice  of  the  peace,  for  Madison  County,  vice 

Abraham  Prickett  resigned — 

Thomas  C  Patterson  &  Harrison  Willson,  Justices  of  the  peace  for 

Gallatin  C 
December  17.     Appointed,  Robert  Thomas,  &  Tho"  W.  Talbott, 

Justices  for  S_'  Clair  County 

Jonathan  Harris,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Madison  County, 

25  John  L  Whiteside,  Captain,  Joshua  Tallbott,  Lieutenant,  Caleb 

Lacey  Ensign,  Alexander  Jemmison  Captain,  John  Summers  Lieu- 
tenant, John  Scott  Ensign,  in  the  2""*  Regim' 
Jacob    Stout,    Lieutenant,    Michel    Laciere    Lieutenant,    Joseph 

Trottiere,  Ensign,— in  the  2°''  Regiment  2"^  D" 

1818 
January  5  Abner  Field,  Clerk  &  Recorder  of  Union  County, 
Peter  Hubbard,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Bond  County, 
Francis  Cullom  L'  Colonel  of  the  9'"  Regiment — 
Abner  Field,  Justice  of  the  peace,  for  Union  Countj', 
James  Fulton,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County,  remov* 

from  office 
8  Jo'  Penn  &  Henry  Walker,  Justices  of  the  Peace,  for  S'  Clair 

County 

Joseph  Pomery,  Lieu'  Col°  W"°  Nash  Major,  in  the  5'"  Regim' 
Jesse  B.  Brown,  Clk  of  Edwards  County-Court,  vice  G.  W.  Smith 

resigd. 
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Isaiah  Cummings,  Martin  Woods,  &  Micajah  Coxe,  Justices  for 

Madison  County, 
Andrew  Wilkins,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin  County, 
John  M"^Calla,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Edwards  County, 
Samuel  Slocum,  Justice  of  the  peace,  for  White  County, 
9'"   William   Collum,   Commissioner  for  taking  the   Census,   in 

Crawford  County, 
Guy  Smith,  Com'  for  to  take  the  Census  in,  Edwards  County, 
Hezekiah  Davis,  Coroner  for  Jackson  County — 
11  James  Cochran,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Franklin  County, 
Isham  Harrison,  John  Ewing,  &  John  Crawford,  Judges  of  Franklin 

County 

Isaac  Perkins,  John   M'Creary,   &   Isaac  Herring,  Justices  for 

Franklin  D° 
Daniel  Hay,  Com"'  to  take  the  Census  in  White  County, 
Samuel  Omelvaney,  Commissioner,  to  take  the  Census,  in  Pope 

County, 
Hezekiah  West,  Commissioner,  to  take  the  Census,  in  Johnson 

County. 
William  Moore,  Commissioner,  to  take  the  Census  in  S'  Clair 

County, 

13  Charles  Humphreys,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Court,  of 

Jackson  County, 

Daniel  S  Sweringen,  Sheriff  of  Washington  County, 

Joseph  Borough,  Commissioner,  to  take  the  Census  in  Madison 

County 
Joseph  Conway,  Clk.  of  the  Circuit-Court  of  Madison  County. — 
W"  H  Bradsby,  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Courts,  and  Recorder 

for  the  County  of  Washington 
Appointed,  Isham  Harrison,  Surveyor  &  Justice  of  the  peace  for 

Franklin  County, 
Marmaduke  S.  Davenport,  Sheriff  of  Franklin  County, 
Joseph  Palmer  Sheriff  of  Union  County — 
Otho  Davenport,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin  County, 
John  Weldon,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Union  County — 
Thomas  Greene,  Geo:  Brown,  &  Rice  Sams  Justices  of  the  peace 

for  Union  County 
Jeremiah  Brown,  Com'  to  take  the  Census,  in  Union  County, 
Abner  Field,  Clerk,  of  the  Circuit  &  County-Courts  of  Union  County. 
Rob'  K.  M'^Laughlin  Clerk  of  the  County-Court  in  S'  Clair  County. 
James  Ratliff,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  &  County-Courts  of  White 

County 
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Edward  H.  Piper,  Clk,  of  the  Circuit  &  County-Courts  of  Crawford 

County. 
Josias  Handle,  Clerk  of  the  County-Court  of  Madison  County, 
James  Finney  Clerk,  of  the  Circuit  &  County-Courts  of  Johnson 

County 
Joshua  Scott,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Courts,  of  Pope  County — 
John  Hay,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court,  of  S'  Clair  County — 
Jesse  B.  Brown,  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County,  of  Edwards  County — 
Jn°  Grammar  &  Jn°  Bradshaw,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Union 

County. 
W"  Hickman,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Franklin  County — • 
W"  M'^Fatridge,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Johnson  County, 
Jo'  M.  Street,  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County-Courts,  of  Gallatin 

County, 
John  Hargrave,  Surveyor  of  the  County  of  Union. — 
William  M'^Coy  Com''  to  take,  the  Census,  in  Gallatin  County. 
Benoni  Lee,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Pope  County — 
Daniel  P  Cook,  Circuit  Judge,  for  the  Western  Circuit,  111.  Territory 
David  S  Taylor,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Pope  County, 
John  McLean,  Judge  of  the  Eastward  Circuit. — 111:  Ter^ 
Jesse  Eckols,  George  Baker,  John  C  Smith,  William  Piles,  George 

Hunsucker,  Abner  Keith  &  Hasey  Brown,  Justices  for  Union  C^ 
John  Whitacre,  Coroner  of  Union  County — 

14  Edward  Clark,  Lieutenant,  &  Seth  ChafRn,  Ensign,  in  the  1" 
Regiment 

15  Rich'*  Elliott,  Clk,  of  the  circuit  &  County  Courts,  and  Recorder 
of  the  County  of  Franklin  County, 

16  Enoch  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Monroe  County — 
William  Alexander,  Clerk  of  the  County  Com-t  of  Monroe  County 

17  W"  C  Greenup,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Courts  of  Ran- 
dolph County, 

19  Daniel  Converse  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  courts  of  Bond  County, 
Martin  Jones  Com"'  for  taking  the  Census,  in  Bond  County. 
Appointed  Jn°  Moore,  Com'  for  tak^  the  Census,  in  Monroe  County. 
Ezra  Owens,  Com'  for  taking  the  Census  in  Randolph  County 
John  Powers,  &  Tho'  Kirkpa trick.  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Bond 

County 

Thomas  Rattan  &  Zach'^  Maddux,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Wash- 
ington C 

20  The  Governor,  absent.     The  Secretary, 

on  the  31  Appointed  Miles  Hotchkiss,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for 
Randolph  county. 
February  5  Conrad  Will,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Jackson  County 
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Enoch  Moore,  Clerk  of  the  County-Court  of  Monroe,  vice,  W" 
Alex''  refused  to  accp* 

9  Samuel  Gilham,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Madison  County, 

10  Jacob  Lurton,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Madison  County, 

16  The  Governor  returned  to  the  seat  of  Government. 

17  Elias  K  Kane  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit,  vice,  Jn"  M'Lean, 
refus'd 

Williams  Mears,  Circuit  Judge  for  the  Eastern  Circuit,  in  place  of 

E.  K.  Kane  who  refus'd  to  serve -- 

William  Biggs,  Risdon  Moore  &  Benj"  W^atts,  Justices  for  S'  Clair 

C 

David  Pierce,  Ja'  Bankson  James  Fisher,  Jacob  Turman  D"  for 

Wasiiington  County 
James  Pierce,  Surveyor  &  Coroner  for  Washington  County — 
Simon  M  Hubbard  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Courts  and  Recorder 

for  the  County  of  Franklin  County,  vice,  R  Elliott  refused  to  accept 
28  Thomas  Johnson  Amos  Squires,  Sam'  Judy,  William  Jones,  & 

Georg  Cadwell  Justices  of  the  Peace  for  Madison  County 

Geo:  Fisher,  David  Anderson  &  Jn"  M'Ferron,  Justices,  Randolph 

County. 
Thomas   M'Roberts,    &   Caldwell    Carnes,   Justices   for    Monroe 

County. 
Jesse  Griggs,  Nathan  Davis  &  Ja'  Hall,  Justices  for  Jackson  County 
James  Shaw,  Smith  Shaw,  &  Geo:  Kinkaid,  Justices  for  Crawford 

County 
Jn°  Slocumb,  Willis  Hargrave  &  Jo'  Pomeroy  D°  for  White  County — 
Sam'  Marshall,  W"'  Barney,  &  Rob'  Frazer,  D"  for  Edwards  County 
Jn"  Marshal  &  Henry  Oldham,  Justices  for  Gallatin  County 
David  Keelough,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  I^ope  County, 
John  Johnson,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  W^ashington  County — 
March  3  Cornelius  Lafferty,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin 

County 
Jepthah  Harden,  Judge  of  the  Eastern  Circuit,  vice  W™  Mears  who 

refused  to  serve. 
Andrew  Bankson,  Col°  of  the  10'"  Regiment — 
The  Resignation  of  T.  W^  Talbott,  Justice  of  the  peace  rec"  and 

accepted,^ 

David  Counts,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County 

11  Jn"  K  Mangham,  Comm'  for  tak"  Census  in  Washington  County. 

12  The  resignation  of  Robert  Middleton,  as  Lieut'   in  the  2""' 
Regiment  rec"  and  accepted. 

Jn"  Y  Sawyer,  Surveyor  vice:  [blank]  Enloe  resig"  Madison  County 

13  Appointed  Conrad  Will  to  take  the  census  in  Jackson  County 
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14  The  Governor  absent  from  the  seat  of  Government. 

The  Secretary  made  the  following  appointments — 

Guy  W  Smith,  recorder  of  Edwards  County,  vice,  R.  Baird  Dec" 

Edw"  N  Cullom,  Jo=  Kitchell,  David  Porter,  Shadrach  B.A  Carter 
and  David  iPGaha,  Justices  for  Crawford  County 

18  The  Governor  returned  to  the  seat  of  Government  and  mad 
the  follw*  appointm" — 

George  W.  Kinkaid,  and  John  F  Richardson,  Majors,  John  Cheno- 
with,  John  Barlow,  Samuel  Gaston,  Joseph  Kitchel,  David  Price, 
Captains  in  the  9'"  Regiment 

Wheeler  IMattit,  Joseph  Wood,  Eli  Adams,  John  R.  Adams,  Charles 
K.  Arleher — Lieutenants  in  the  9'"  Regiment 

Joel  Leak,  James  ISIoore,  William  Ashbrook,  Jesse  K.  Aleher,  & 
Henry  Miller,  Ensigns,  in  the  9'"  Regiment, 

George  W.  Cattron,  Adjutant,  &  John  Gill,  Judge  Advocate,  D'" 
Regim' 

James  D.  Thomas,  &  Matthew  Eades,  Majors,  Hezekiah  Harris, 
James  W.  Bradsby  William  Rutherford,  Isaac  Griffin,  &  Robert 
Thomas,  Captains,  T.  M.  Nichols,  Theo.  Herald,  Jo^  Ogle,  &  W" 
Tilford  Lieuts,  Henry  Mace,  &  William  Jurney,"  Ensigns  In  the  10'" 
Regiment 

26  Hiram  Bell,  County-Surveyor  for  Edwards  County,  vice  R:  Bau-d 
dec" 

Revoked  10'"  March  1818,  the  Commiss"  of  Ja'  Tanehill,  Justice,  in 
S'  Clair  County 

31  App"  Arthur  Morgan,  Major,  Jn"  Roach  Cap'  Solomon  Storey 
Lieut"  &  W"  Wilson  >-  in  2°"  Regiment 

Joshua  Fisher,  Captain,  Jo=  Fisher  Lieu'  Jn°  Parish  Ensign,  10'" 
Reg' 

Henry  S  Dodge,  Aid  de  Camp,  to  the  Brig'  in  the  first  Brigade, 

April  4  John  Stuntz's  resignation,  as  Cap'  rec"  &  accepted, 
2°"  Regim' 

John  R.  Schultz,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Franklin  County, 

8  Thomas  Coxe    D»    D°    for  Union  County. 

10  Governor,  absent,  from  the  Territory — 

23  The  Secretaiy,  Antoine  L.  Chenett,  Notary  public  for  Illinois 
Territory', 

Thomas  M  Dorris,  &  John  Bowles,  Justices  of  the  peace  Franklin 
County 

Charles  Humphreys,  elk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Courts  &  Re- 
corder for  the  County  of  Jackson,  Resigned  his  Com" 

"  Journey,  according  to  the  census  record  of  1818. 

"  Rank  not  stated;  it  is  also  omitted  in  the  "Notebook". 
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Thomas  Rutledge,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  White  County, 
Benjamin  Moseley,     D°    for  Gallatin  County,  W"  Hickman  & 

James  Cochrane,  Justices  for  Frani<lin,  removed  out  of  Co*" 

May  1"  Tim:  Nash,  Clk.  of  the  Circuit  &  County  Court  and  re- 
corder, of  Jackson  County 

The  resignation  of  Abner  Fields,  J.  P.  for  Union  C^  rec*  &  accepted 
5  The  resignation  of  Jn°  G.  Lofton,  member  L.C."  Rec"  &  accepted, 
Appf  Stephen  Handy,  Cap'  Sam'  Jenison  Lieu'  Jacob  Blaze  Ensign, 

9'"  Regim' 
Rob'  S  Spencer,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  White  County, 
Thomas  Cohen,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County, 
12  Francis  Moore,     D°    D"    for  Pope  County,  vice  D  S  Taylor 

Resigned 
18  Passport,  granted  to  R  Dixon,'*  to  go  to  Michilimacanac  by  the 

route  of  the  Illinois  River — 

John  APCreary  Com'  to  take  the  Census  in  Franklin  County, 
Samuel  Sybole,  Cap'  Jn"  Conway,  Lieu'  Caleb  Garterman  Ensign 

in  the  7"'  Regim'  rifle  com*' 

W"  Purine  '^  Cap'  Sam'  Hewston  D°  Philip  Trenton  Lieu'— Miles 

Whitley,  Lieu'  Ja°  Jones  &  W"'  Leonard  Ensigns  in  the  7""  Regim' 
Resignation  of  George  Creath,  Cap'  in  1"'  Regim'  rec"  &  accepted 
David  W.  Maxwell,  Sheriff  of  Franklin  County,  vice  M  S  Davenport 

resign'' 

Alex'  Campbell,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Edwards  County, 

Jn°  G.  Damewood  &  W"  Ellis,  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin 

County, 

27  John  Hay,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County,  resigned 
John  Hay,  App"  Clk.  of  the  County  Court  of  S'  Clair,  vice  R  K 

M'^Laughlin  resigned — 

Daniel  P.  Cook,  Judge  of  the  Western  Circuit,  resign'd,  &  was 
accepted, 

28  Tho'  Dickinson  Cap'  Anthony  Babeau  Lieu'  &  Jo°  Godere, 
Ensign,  in  1"  Reg' 

June  1"  Hugh  Robinson,"  Justice  of  the  peace,  for  Gallatin  County, 
Jn"  K.  Mangham,  &  Jn°  Carraghan,  Justices,  for  Washington 
County 

w  Legislative  Council. 

"  Robert  Dickson. 

"  The  reading  of  this  name  is  not  entirely  certain.  In  the  James  version  it  is 
printed  as  Punine ;  in  the  "Notebook"  it  might  be  read  as  either  Purrine  or  Pervine, 
but  not  at  all  as  Punine.  In  the  1820  Federal  census  there  was  a  William  Per- 
vines  (Purvines)  in  Madison  County.  See  Norton  (ed.),  III.  Census  Returns, 
1820,  p.  150  and  index. 

"  Robertson  in  the  "Notebook". 
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Passport,  Granted  to  Fra^  Turotte,  to  go  to  Michilimacanac  by- 
way of  the  Illinois  River 

2  Clayton  Tiffin,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County, 

Elijah  C  Berry,  Cap'  EdW  Cowles,  Lieu'  &Sam'C  Christy  Ensign, 
in  a  rifle  Company  in  the  1^'  Regiment 

George  Dickinson,  Cap*  Jn°  James  Lieu'  &  Cohan  Cooper  Ensign, 
of  a  rifle  Company  in  the  2°''  Regiment 

3  Benjamin  Menes,  Adjutant,  vice  D  Coleman,  resigned 

John  C  Smith  Major,  Allen  M^Kenzie  Cap'  vice,  J.  C.  Smith  pro- 
moted, Thomas  Cox,  Cap'  vice  D.  Coleman  resign*  Jn°  Graves, 
Cap'  Jo'  Kuykendall  Lieut.  W"  IVPGinnes  Lieu'  W°>  Shelton  Lieu' 
George  Wier  &  Jn°  Ruff  Ensigns — S'*  Regim' 

8  Ap*  John  Warnock  Judge  of  the  Western  Circuit — 

14  Jn°  Browning  to  take  the  Census,  in  Franklin  County,  vice 
Jn°  M'^Creary  refus"'  to  serve 

20  Appoin'*  Samuel  Crawford  a  Justice  of  peace  for  Randolph, 
County, 

Theodore  V.  W.  Varick,  Brigade  inspector,  in  1"'  Brigade,  111.  M. 

29  Abraham  Prickett  Cap'  Jn°  Lusk,  Lieu'  Jep"  Lamkin  Ensign, 
in  7'"  Regim' 

Charles  Bilderback  Lieu'  Adam  Woolrick  Ensign,  in  the  1"'  Regi- 
ment 

July  1"  Sam'  Walker  Ensign,  in  the  first  Regiment — 

3  Ira  Manville  Sen'  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  S'  Clair  County — 
The  com"  of  David  Anderson,  as  a  Justice,  for  Randolph  County, 

return'd  not  accepted 

4  Jacob  Stout,  Cap'  Nathan  Fike,  Cap'  W"  Philips  Lieu'  Henry 
Herring,  Lieu'  W"  Stout  Ensign,  Henry  Neeley  D"  In  the  2°^  Regi- 
ment 

20  Rob'  Palmer  Lieu'  &  Andrew  Brown  Ensign,  in  the  4'"  Regiment 

Rowland  Allen,  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Gallatin  County. 

August  1  The  Governor,  returned  to  the  Territory  &  resumed  the 
duties  of  his  office 

7  Appointed,  Tho°  A  Wilson,  James  Watts,  James  Ray  Rich" 
Eaton,  &  John  Cheek  for  Justices  of  the  peace  for  Crawford  County 

Rich"*  Elliott,  Notary  Public  for  Gallatin  County,  vice  P.  Redman 
resigned — 

James  Richardson,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  White  County  vice  D. 
Hay  resigned 

W""  Gray,  Jn°  A.  Wakefield,  &  Fra'  Brown  Justices  for  Bond 
County 

Joseph  Duncan,  Jn"  H.  Morgan,  Tho'  Johnson,  Walter  Creepwell, 
J.  P.  Madison  County 

Hugh  Craig,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Union  County — 
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John  Copeland,  &  Tho'  C  Paterson  &  Aaron  Bur  Brown  Justices 

of  the  Peace  for  Johnson  County 

Resignation  of  Jacob  Short,  as  Maj'  in  2°''  Regim'  rec"  &  accepted — 
Resignation  of  Ja^  Field  as  Lieut"  in  the  4'"  Regim'  re"  &  accepted, 
Asa  Ross,  Lieutenant  vice,  Seth  Hargrave  resign'd  Rifle  Com'' 

5'"  Regiment, 
James  A  Richardson,  Ensign  in — D° — ■ 
Isaac  Gillham,  Lieutenant,  Ja'  H  Gillham  Jn"  Harris  Ensign,  7"" 

Regim' 
9  Isaac  Judy  Lieutenant,  Rob'  Reynolds  Ensign,  in  the  7"'  Regim' 
Nicholas  Edwards,  &   Robert   ^PGee,  Justices  for   Washington 

County 
Joseph  Dillard,  Justice  of  the  peace,  for  Pope  County, 
Erasmus  Wheeler,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Gallatin  County, 
James  W.  Davidson  Cap'  Jo"  Cavenah  Lieu'  Henry  Beaver  Ensign 

in  2°"  Reg' 

19  Peter  Philips  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Franklin  County, 
Daniel  Elledge,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  White  County 

20  Antoine  L  Chenett,  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Randolph  County 
remov'd  from  office 

25  "  Maj'  Jn"  G  Damewood,  promoted  to   Lieu'  Col"  in  the  4"" 

Regiment  111.  T>' 
Appointed,  Bennett  Hancock  Coroner,  Jn"  Russell  Justice  of  peace 

for  Johnson  County 
John  Anakney,  Alexlexander  Clark  &  Lewis  Wells,  Justices  of  the 

peace  for  Jackson  County. 

Nisbett  Allen,  Fitz  Edwards  Hutchings,  Justices  for  Union  County 

J.  R.  Schultz,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Franklin  County-  - 

September  2  Absolem  Bradshaw,  Major,  in  the  1"  Regiment 

3  Lazarus  Webb,  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Franklin  County 

9  James  D.  Thomas,  Lieu'  Col"  in  the  10'"  Regiment,  111.  Militia 

vice  Andrew  Bankson  resigned— 

1818 

Feb^'  17  It  appears  from  a  commission  exhibited  that  Rudolphus 
Langworthy  was  appointed  by  N  Edwards  Gov  of  111  Terry,  a  justice 
of  the  peace  for  Madison  County,  which  was  not  registered'' — 
[1820] 

Aug.  17  1820  It  appears  from  a  Commission  exhibited  that  Alex- 
ander Jameson  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  peace  for  Monroe 
County  the  4th.  day  of  May  1816  and  not  the  5th  day  of  June  as 
entered  in  this  book  — 

"  In  the  James  version  this  date  is  omitted  for  this  entry  and  the  entry  following. 
"  This  and  the  following  entry  are  omitted  in  the  James  version.     They  are 
also  absent  from  the  original  "Notebook". 
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INDEX  NOTE 

In  compiling  the  list  of  names  of  persons  for  this  index,  deficiencies  in  spelling 
found  in  the  text  have  been  corrected,  in  so  far  as  sources  now  available  permit, 
and  variants  found  thoughout  the  text  have  been  assembled  in  parentheses.  The 
nearly  illegible  character  of  the  handwriting  in  some  instances,  which  leaves  the 
reader  in  doubt  as  to  the  writer's  intent,  and  the  obvious  ignorance,  or  carelessness, 
often  displayed  by  the  signatories  account  for  many  variations  in  orthography. 
With  respect  to  the  signers  of  petitions,  like  names,  with  identical  spelling,  are 
also  frequently  attached  to  successive  documents  on  related  subjects  from  the 
same  locality;  yet  a  comparison  of  the  handwriting  discloses  occasional  important 
differences.  In  such  instances  separate  entries  have  been  made  in  the  index, 
though  the  reader  is  warned  that  names  were  often  written  in  by  hands  other  than 
the  subscribers';  finality  in  this  regard  cannot  therefore  be  established  in  every 
case.  On  the  other  hand  the  fact  that  the  same  name  is  variously  spelled  in 
sequential  documents  does  not  argue  against  identity  of  person,  which  is  likewise 
disclosed  by  a  comparison  of  handwriting  as  well  as  by  such  other  tests  as  docu- 
ments of  legal  record,  genealogical  data,  and  whatever  knowledge  of  the  various 
residences  of  a  given  person  may  be  derived  from  the  papers  embodied  in  the 
present  volume.  But  whenever  there  is  doubt  as  to  such  identity  a  separate 
entry  has  been  made. 

Names  of  English  origin  have  been  li.sted  in  the  index  as  written  (if  the  signature 
was  not  by  mark) ;  but  French  names,  which  appear  in  the  text  written  phonet- 
ically, with  much  variation,  have  been  entered  in  the  index  under  the  forms  com- 
monly used  in  available  sources,  followed  by  their  variants  in  parentheses. 
674 


INDEX 


Abernathy,  Miles,  survr.,  572. 
Abney,  Paul  C,  signer,  459. 
Adams,  Eli,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 
Adams,  John  Quincy,  see  Secretary  of 

State. 
Adams,  John  R.,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 
Adams,  W.,  mail  contractor,  566. 
Adams,  William  B.,  appd.  ensign,  664. 
Adjutant   general   of   militia,   resig.   of, 

647 ;  tenure,  622,  628.     See  also  Illinois 

Territory,  appts.  by  govr.,  militia. 
Adkins,  TV'yatt,  appd.  ensign,  649. 
Advertisements,  law  enacted  re,  632. 
Affidavit,  by:  Edwards,  re  oath  as  govr., 

625,  Forsyth  and  others,  re  losses  in 

War  of  1812,  553,  Pope,  re  oath  as 

terr.  secy.,  620. 
Akers,  Thomas,  signer,  314. 
Alarie    (Alary;   AUary),    Bazile,    volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Albin,  James,  signer,  314. 
Aleher,  Jesse  K.,  appd.  ensign,  669. 
Alexander,   William,   appd.:   adj.   genl., 

650,  capt.,  630,  county  elk.,  653,  667, 
county  recorder,  653,  county  treas., 

651,  j.p.,  623;  declines  appt.  as  county 
elk.,  668. 

Alison,    Bassel,,  recommds.   Towles    as 

judge,  214. 
Allarie,  Baptiste,  volun.  under  G.   R. 

Clark,  570. 
Allarie,   Clement,   volun.   under  G.   R. 

Clark,  570. 
Allarie,    Joseph,    volun.    under    G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Allarie,    Joseph,    volun.    under    G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Allarie,   Poupard,   volun.   under   G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Alcorn,    (Allcorn),   James,    appd.:   j.p., 

655,  sheriff,  660. 
Alcorn,  William,  appd.  capt.,  634;  death 

of,  641. 


Allen,  Ephraim,  Jr.,  signer,  323. 

Allen,  Francis,  signer,  323. 

Allen,  John,  oath  ment.  re  dist.  from 
Kaskaskia  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  594  n. 

Allen,  Nisbett,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

Allen,  Rowland,  appd.  j.p.,  671;  signer, 
314. 

Allen,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  641. 

Allen,  Samuel  E.,  signer,  323. 

Allin  (Allen),  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Allin,  see  Allen. 

Allison,  Dr.  — ,  death  of,  326. 

Ahan,  Isaac,  signer,  459. 

American  Fur  Company,  orders  repos- 
sess, of  bldgs.  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  594. 

Amos,  Abraham,  appd.  county  judge, 
655;  resigns,  657. 

Anakney,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

Anderson,  Curtis,  appd.  ensign,  637. 

Anderson,  David,  appd.:  adj.,  630,  aide 
de  camp,  641,  capt.,  622,  common- 
pleas  judge,  644,  county  judge,  650, 
654,  j.p.,  623,  668,  lieut.,  652;  declines 
appt.  as  j.p.,  671. 

Anderson,  James,  appd.  ensign,  663. 

Anderson,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  646. 

Anderson,  Joseph,  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasurer,  Fouke's  bills  sent  to,  594; 
recommds.  Philips  as  terr.  secy., 
415  n. 

Ankeny,  — ,  emigrates  to  111.,  557. 

Ansin,  see  Baptiste  Janis. 

Apperson,  David,  letter  ment.  to 
P.M.G.,  584;  recommds.  Towles  aa 
judge,  214;  signer,  449,  459. 

Arkansas  Post  (Mo.  Terr.),  postal  serv- 
ice to  St.  Louis,  510;  postal  schedules, 
510. 

Arkansas  River,  259,  461,  550,  552; 
instrs.  ment.  on  surveys  bet.  &  St. 
Francis  R.,  203;  milit.  bounty  lands 
bet.  &  St.  Francis  R.,  155;  milit. 
bounty  lands  on,   410-411. 

Arleher,  Charies  K.,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Armed  boats,  discussed  or  ment.,  4; 
role  of,  in  defense  of  Prairie  du  Chien, 
10. 

Armstrong,  Abner,  appd.  sheriff,  650. 

Armstrong,  John,  surety  for  Rector,  160. 

Armstrong,  John,  see  Secretary  of  War. 

Arnett,  Nathan,  appd.  j.p.,  664. 

Arnold,  William,  signer,  30. 

Arnou.s.se  dil  Leveille,  Charles,  volun. 
under  G.   R.   Clark,   569. 

Arthur  (.\rthurs),  Hiram,  appd.:  capt., 
662,  en-sign,  659. 

Arthur  (.^rtherl,  Samuel,  signer,  263. 

Arundel,  David,  appd.  capt.,  659. 

-Arundel  (Arundle),  William,  appd.: 
capt.,  649,  coroner,  626,  county  re- 
corder, 625,  j.p.,  621,  notary  pub., 
635;  authd.  to  employ  mail  con- 
tractor, 156,  157;  death  of,  656  n.; 
instrs.  to,  on  mail  contracts,  143-144; 
letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  143;  resigns 
as  capt.,  664. 

Arvin,  Elias,  signer,  263. 

Ashbrook,  William,  appd.  ensign,  669. 

Ashby,  Absolem,  appd.  serg.  major,  641. 

Ashby,  William  R.,  appd.:  j.p.,  658, 
lieut.,  639;  declines  appt.  as  j  p.,  659; 
resigns  as  j.p.,  663;  signer,  449. 

Ashley,  Col.  William  H.,  recommd.  as 
agt.  for  lead  mines,  381. 

Ashley  and  Vaught,  signers,  459. 

Astor,  John  Jacob,  594 ;  buys  Southwest 
Company,  502. 

Atcheson,  George,  appd.  lieut.,  622. 

Atcheson,  George  W.,  661. 

Atcheson,  Matthew,  fine  against,  for 
assault  and  battery  remitted,  664. 

Attorney  General  (U.S.),  Rush,  letter 
to  Meigs,  161-162;  opinion  ment.  on 
seizure  of  traders'  goods,  379;  opinion 
requested  on  Indian  land  cessions, 
375  376;  opinions  re:  conflicting  land 
grants,   368   n.,    intruders,    161-162. 

Attorney  General,  see  Territorial  Attor- 
ney General. 

Auditor  of  public  accounts,  see  Illinois 
Territory,  appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 

Augusta  (Ga.),  323. 


Babeau,  .Anthony,  appd.  lieut.,  670 
Backus,  Elijah,  175. 

FoT  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  671, 


Backus,  Elijah,  and  Jones,  M.,  rept. 
discussed  re  Renault's  grant,  466. 

Bacon,  Ezekiel,  to  send  instrs.  to  Kas- 
kaskia  L.  O.  on  keep,  books,  27. 

BadoUet  (Badolet),  John,  claims  pre- 
emption rights  in  111.  Terr.,  352; 
letter  to  Meigs,  352;  letters  ment.  to 
Meigs,  352,  357;  supt.  of  road,  Miami 
R.  to  St.  Louis,  386. 

Bailey,  James  B.,  appd.  capt.,  649. 

Baird,  Joseph,  signer,  30. 

Baird,  Robert,  appd.:  county  recorder, 
650,  county  survr.,  652,  j.p.,  652; 
death  of,  669;  signer,  30. 

Bairdstown  (Ky.>,  postal  service,  507, 
554;  postal  service  to  Shawneetown, 
565;  post  route  to  extend  from,  to  St. 
Louis,  584. 

Badgely,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  622. 

Bailey,  John,  elk..  State  Dept.,  letter  to 
Pope,  597. 

Baker,  Absolom,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 

Baker,  George,  appd.  j.p.,  667. 

Baker,  Joseph  M.,  signer,  263. 

Balch,  Alfred,  recommds.  Philips  as  terr. 
secy.,  382,  415  n. 

Baldwin,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

Ballinger's  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route, 
St.  Louis-Ark.  Post,  510. 

Baltimore  (Md.),  banks  of,  resume 
specie  payt.,  481;  memor.  to  Congress 
by  Hibernian  Soc.  of,  558-561. 

Baltimore  (Md.)  Patriot,  item  ment.  in, 
on  milit.  bounty  lands,  532. 

Bank  of  Columbia,  power  of  atty.  to, 
revoked  by  Griswold,  173. 

Bank  of  Washington,  36. 

Banks,  bills  of,  received  in  payt.  of  lands 
discussed,  596-597;  bills  of  unchar- 
tered, not  acceptable  for  land  pur- 
chase, 591. 

Bankston  (Bankson),  Andrew,  appd.: 
col.,  668,  lieut.,  634,  major,  660;  re- 
signs as  lieut.  col.,  672. 

Bankston,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  622,  668. 

Bankston,  Payton  R.,  appd.  lieut.,  660. 

Barbeau,  Andrew,  appd.  capt.,  623. 

Barbeau,  Henry,  appd.  capt.,  649;  re- 
signs, 649. 

Barbeau,  Jean  (John)  Baptiste,  appd. 
j.p.,  623;  depos.  ment.  re  militia  rights 
of  Kidd,  110. 
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Barber,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 

Barcroft,  Elias,  111,  175,  179,  239;  appd. 
lieut.,  639;  assists  survr.  genl.  in 
prepar.  plats  of  surveys,  241;  certifies 
copy  of  surveys,  108;  certifs.  granted 
by,  31;  plats  of  Rector  in  possess,  of, 
33;  recommd.  to  subdivide  tps.,  301; 
Rector's  land  papers  in  custody  of, 
23;  survey,  papers  in  custody  of,  176; 
survr.  in  Kaskaskia  Land  Dist.,  159 
n.;  work  as  survr.,  320. 

Bargor,  Jacob,  signer,  314. 

Barker,  Lewis,  appd.:  capt.,  637,  639, 
j.p.,  639,  647;  recommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Barker,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 

Barlow,  John,  appd.  capt.,  669. 

Barnes,  John,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214. 

Barnett,  David,  signer,  314. 

Barnett,  John,  appd.  ensign,  654. 

Barnett,  Nathan,  signer,  322. 

Barnett,  William,  appd.  county  treas., 
656. 

Barney,  William,  appd.:  county  judge, 
650,  654,  j.p.,  646,  650,  668. 

Barnhart,  Christopher,  appd.  ensign, 
634;  resigns,  641. 

Barre  (Vt.),  323. 

Barreau,  Jane  B.,  trad,  license  denied 
to,  444. 

Barry,  Sen.  William  T.,  of  Ky.,  letters  to: 
Pres.,  223-224,  See.  State,  224; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  223-224. 

Bartelle,  Jack,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Barton,  Joseph,  appd.  county  treas., 
655;  declines  appt.,  655. 

Barton,  Kimber,  appd.  county  treas., 
655;  resigns,  656. 

Barton,  Lewis,  appd.  major,  658. 

Barutelle  (Barrutelle),  Joseph,  signer, 
568;  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Basye,  Isaac,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Bate  (Bates),  John,  applic.  of,  for  re- 
newal of  lease,  opposed,  312-315; 
appd.  ensign,  663;  characterized,  313- 
314;  in  ranger  co.,  138;  losses  sus- 
tained by,  from  floods,  271,  272; 
memor.  by,  for  renewal  of  saline  lease, 
270-271;  nonresid.  of,  313;  petition 
in  support  of,  for  lease  of  U.S.  saline, 
304;  petition  to  Congress  for  relief 
For  identical  names. 


under  saline  contract  discussed,  554- 

556;  prays  for  renewal  of  saline  lease, 

270-271;  salt  spring  of,  discussed,  237. 
Bates,  Isaac  D.,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 
Bathe,  John,  signer,  30. 
Baufait,  — ,  desired  as  interp.  at  Chi- 
cago, 418. 
Bauvais,    Rene,    volun.    under    G.    R. 

Clark,  570. 
Bayers,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 
Beain,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 
Beard,  John,  appd.  capt.,  630;  resigns, 

630  n. 
Beard,  Joseph,  appd.  j.p.,  650. 
Beatty's  (Beties),  in  Mo.  Terr.,  on  post 

route,  St.  Louis- Ark.  p.o.,  510. 
Beau  Coup  River,  509. 
Beaudange,  Joseph,  oath  ment.  re  dist. 

from  Kaskaskia  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 

594  n. 
Beaulieu,  Jean  (.John),  appd.  capt.,  622, 

630. 
Beaver,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  672. 
Beck,  Paul,  appd.  capt.,  661. 
Bedell,  Moses,  appd.  capt.,  664. 
Bell,  Hiram,  appd.  county  survr.,  669. 
Belle  Fontaine,  Indian  trading  factory, 

transfer  of,  to  Des  Moines,  599. 
Belt,    Robert    B.,    asst.    Indian   factor, 

317;  to  take  charge  of  Ft.  Johnson 

trad,  factory,  541,  542. 
Belville   (Bellville),  postal  schedule  to: 

Kaskaskia,  595,  Palmyra,  595;  postal 

service,  347. 
Bennett,  William,  appd.:  coroner,  657, 

J.p.,  655. 
Benton,    Col.    Thomas    H.,    challenges 

Lucas,  439. 
Berry,     Elijah     C,    appd.:  auditor    of 

public  accounts,  664,  capt.,  671 
Berry,    Maj.    Taylor,    dep.   q.m.   genl., 

settles  for  losses  at  Ft.  Clark,  553. 
Berry,  Thomas,  surveys  by,  ment.,  320. 
Beshares  (Beshears),  Ithra,  signer,  30, 

263. 
Besley,  Jonathan,  signer,  263. 
Bester,  H.,  letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  27. 
Bibbs   (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route,  St. 

Charles- Howard  Ct.  House,  509. 
Biddle,  James  W.,   agt.   of  army  con- 
tractor,   letter    to    Irwin,    424-425; 
see  index  note,  ■p.  67^. 
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proposal  of,  to  employ  Irwin  to  con- 
duct business  at  Green  Bay,  422-425. 
Big  Bay  Creek,  112. 
Big    Bay    settlement,    on    post    route, 

Kaskaskia-Salem,  510. 
Big  Bonne  Femme  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post 

route,  St.  Charles-Howard  Ct.  House, 

509. 
Big    Muddy    Creek    (Muddy    Creek), 

salt  spgs.  on  discussed,  114,  520-521. 
Big  Muddy  River,  bound,  line,  Gallatin 

and  Johnson  counties,  643. 
Big    Shawnee    (Mo.    Terr.),    on    post 

route,  Ste.  Genevieve- New   Madrid, 

510. 
Biggs,    William,    appd.:  common-pleas 

judge,  635,  county  judge,  650,  654, 

j.p.,  622,  668;  member  legis.  council, 

enemy  of  Edwards,  106;  ranger  co., 

138. 
Biggs,  Zaccheus,  469. 
Bilderback,  Charles,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
Bilderback,   John,   appd.:  ensign,   646, 

lieut.,  652. 
Bilderback,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  652, 

lieut.,  646. 
Birdash,  Fox   chief,  leads   trad,    party 

to  Prairie  du  Chien,  528, 
Birkbeck,  Morris,  memor.  by,  for  land 

grant  to  English  emigrants,  545-546. 
Bis.sell,  Daniel,  letter  to  Sec.  of  State, 

385;  recommds.  Philips  as  terr.  secy., 

385. 
Black  Partridge,  see  Mac  ke  la  puc  ky. 
Blackwell    (Blackwill),    Robert,    appd. 

auditor  pub.  accts.,  661;  resigns,  664. 
Blair,  Alexander,  to  be  tried  for  capital 

offen.se,  634. 
Blair,  William,  appd.  cornet,  622;  con- 
firmed unlocated  claims  of,  discussed, 

131-135. 
Blay,  Antbine,  Sr.,  appd.  ensign,  640; 

resigns,  664. 
Blay,   Antoine,   Jr.,   appd.   lieut.,   640; 

resigns,  664. 
Blaze,  Jacob,  appd.  ensign,  670. 
Blazer,  Moses,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 
Bledsoe,  J.,  recommds.  Todd  as  terr. 

secy.,  444  n. 
Blondeau  (Blundo),  Maurice,  auth.  of 

Mo.    Terr.    govr.    over,    430,    431; 

compens.  as  Indian  agt.  at  Rock  R., 


402;  Forsyth  recommd.  to  displace, 
400;  nativity  unknown,  402;  not 
recommd.  as  agt.  by  Edwards,  445; 
poor  opinion  of,  by  Edwards,  399; 
recommd.  as  subagt.  Indian  affairs, 
385. 

Blouin  (Beloin),  Daniel,  s'olun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Blue,  James,  memorial  of,  re  lease  for 
hotel  site  discussed,  448,  467-468; 
signer,  304,  459. 

Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  actions 
of,  re  confirm,  of  land  claims  dis- 
cussed, 426-427,  476-477;  approve 
certain  donation  claims.  111;  claims 
confirmed  by,  to  be  survd.,  160-161; 
claims  rejected  by,  discussed,  261, 
272;  confirmations  by,  discussed,  28, 
240,  241;  decisions  discussed,  18, 
21-22,  163;  instrs.  by,  to  Rector  dis- 
cussed, 174-175;  review  by,  of  govrs. 
confirmations  discussed,  150-151. 

Boilvin,  Nicholas,  appd.:  Indian  agt. 
at  Prairie  du  Chien,  570,  j.p.,  622, 
649;  arrives  at  St.  Louis  for  treaty 
making  with  Indians,  345-346;  corn- 
pens.,  401;  conduct  discussed,  526- 
529;  confirmed  as  Indian  agt.,  587  n.; 
criticism  of,  501;  criticism  of  Johnson 
by,  527-528;  dedimus  issued  to,  622 
defends  self  against  charges,  527-528 
dispute  with  Clark  on  accts.,  346 
expresses  need  for  Indian  goods,  282- 
283;  fin.  accts.  of,  discussed,  415 
Indian  agt.  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  385 
letter  ment.  to  Clark,  526;  letters  to 
Clark,  527-528,  Sec.  War,  281-283 
345-346,  415-416;  nativity  of,  401 
poor  opinion  of,  by  Edwards,  399 
rept.  by  re;  Indian  affairs,  345-346, 
415-416,  mission  to  Prairie  du  Chien 
at  close  of  war,  281-283;  to  send 
rept.  on  councils  with  Indians,  415; 
under  auth.  of  Mo.  Terr,  govr.,  430. 

Bois  Blanc  Island,  583. 

Boltinghouse,  Daniel,  appd.  capt.,  649. 

Bolton  County  (Vt.),  323. 

Boman,  John,  appd.  j.  p.,  652. 

Bond,  Shadrach,  35,  99,  106,  163,  267, 
275,  520,  593,  594;  commd.  rec.  for 
Kaskaskia  land  dist.,  48;  explains 
error    in    accts.,    231-232;    govr.    of 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67U- 
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State,  recommds.  Mears  as  dist. 
atty.,  612;  illness  of,  288;  informs 
go\T.  no  add.  compens.  to  reg.  and 
rec.  authorized,  117;  instrs.  to  regi- 
ment of,  on  company  elections,  627; 
instrs.  to,  re:  accts.  of  receivers,  50, 
144,  completing  chain  of  title,  167- 
168,  office  supplies  for  land  offices, 
144;  letters  merit,  to:  Meigs,  50,  97, 
122,  1^4,  167,  182,  232,  321,  404, 
475-476,  491,  531;  letters  to:  Meigs, 
48-49,  97-98,  122-124,  126-127,  149- 
150,  165-166,  187,  231-233,  305-306, 
335,  404-406,  491-492,  573-574, 
Stephenson  and  Easton,  117-119, 
Tiffin,  45-46;  opposes  popular  elec- 
tion of  militia  officers,  627  n.;  query 
by,  re 'place  of  deposit  of  claimants 
papers,  149-150;  query  by,  re  suits 
against  Will,  306;  recommd.  as  brig, 
gen.  militia,  374;  recommds.  Mears 
as  dist.  atty.,  606,  612;  repts.  by,  re: 
affairs  in  Kaskaskia  L.  0.,  45-46, 
sale  of  preemption  lands,  97-98, 
state  of  books,  404-405;  repts.  de- 
linquency of  Will,  lessee  of  salt  spgs., 
306;  requests:  instrs.  on  preemption 
and  confirmed  unlocated  claims,  165- 
166,  repayts.  to  purchasers,  124, 
supply  of  Stat,  and  blank  books,  123; 
resig.  of,  609;  solicits  addit.  compens. 
to  reg.  and  rec,  117-119,  122-123; 
transmits:  accts.,  97,  122,  126,  144, 
149,  165,  187,  231,  305,  335;  urges 
change  in  law  on  compens.  to  reg. 
and  rec,  122-123.  See  also  Registers 
and  receivers  of  land  offices. 
Bond,  Shadrach,  and  Jones,  M.,  24;  ad- 
vertise proposals  for  lease  of  salt 
spgs.  and  lead  mines,  181;  advise 
eariy  date  for  pub.  land  sale,  239-240; 
end.  adv.  for  applies,  for  lead-mine 
leases,  344;  end.  bonds  of  lead-mine 
lessees,  529;  inform,  re:  approval 
of  lead-mine  leases,  497,  approval  of 
site  for  seminary,  379;  instrs.  to,  re: 
applic.  of  law  on  loc.  of  land  claims, 
28-29,  closing  unfinished  business 
prior  to  land  sale,  256,  distrib.  of 
land  laws,  331,  lease  of  lead  mines 
and  salt  spgs.  in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  48, 
128,  reserved  lands  for  schools,  25-26, 
For  identical  names, 


sale  of  fract.  sects.,  32;  issue  permit 
for  mfg.  of  salt,  115-116;  letters  menl. 
to:  Edwards,  256,  Meigs,  46,  128, 
275,  357,  377,  381,  392,  497,  532, 
Messinger,  364,  Tiffin,  18, 25, 28;  letters 
to:  Meigs,  11-12,  33,  113-115,  181, 
239-240,  344-345,  364,  370,  437-438, 
529-530,  Tiffin,  13-15,  18-20,  31-32, 
37-40,  152,  300-301;  new  act  on  land 
claims  sent  to,  145-146;  petition  by, 
re  add.  compens.  as  reg.  and  rec,  129- 
135;  predict  increase  in  popul.,  152; 
propose  subdiv.  and  sale  of  addit. 
tracts,  152;  queries  by  re:  preemption 
and  confirm,  of  land  claims,  18-20, 
preemption  in  reserved  tracts,  13-15; 
queries  to,  re:  amt.  of  reserved  land 
subject  to  sale,  114,  status  of  land 
claims  and  sale  of  pub.  lands,  16; 
recommd.:  appt.  of  agt.  for  lead  mines, 
371,  Humphreys  as  agt.  for  lead 
mines,  371,  381,  share  of  lead-mine 
production  in  lieu  of  cash,  370-371; 
recommd.  to  Sec.  Treas.  tp.  for  sem- 
inary of  learning,  364;  repts.  by,  re: 
begin,  of  pub.  land  sales,  437-438, 
preemption  and  unlocated  claims, 
31-32,  problem  of  exec,  land  claims 
law,  11-12,  progress  in  locat.  private 
daims  and  sales  to  preemptioners, 
37-40;  to  select  school  lands,  331. 

Bond,  Shadrach,  Jr.,  appd:  aide  de 
camp,  639,  common-pleas  judge,  641, 
j.p.,  629,  lieut.  col.,  622. 

Bond  County,  appts.  in,  657,  659,  665, 
667,  671. 

Bond  Court  House,  postal  service  to, 
595. 

Bonneterre,  Augustin,  signer,  518. 

Boone  (Boon),  William,  appd.:  capt., 
633,  646,  j.p.,  629,  655;  authd.  to 
adminis.  oaths,  633;  resigns  as  j.p., 
634  n. 

Boran,  Farleton,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 

Bonn,  Isaac,  appd.  ensign,  649. 

Borin,  Israil,  appd.  ensign,  643. 

Boring,  Hosiah,  appd.  j.p.,  656. 

Borough,  Joseph,  appd.  census  commr., 
666;  signer,  601. 

Boultinghouse,  Daniel,  appd.  j.p.,  654. 

Boutwell,  Stephen,  signer,  315. 

Bouvet,  — ,  land  claim  ment.,  466. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Bowerman,  Jacob,  appd.  ensign,  638. 

Bowles,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  669. 

Bowyer,  John,  378,  516;  appd.:  Indian 
agt.  at  Chicago,  196,  210,  Indian  agt. 
at  Green  Bay,  589;  complaint  against 
Chambers  discussed,  420;  confirmed 
as  Indian  agt.,  587  n. ;  instrs.  ment.  to, 
re  exclus.  of  foreign  traders,  5G2;  instrs. 
to  re:  agency  expenses  and  bounds., 
513-514,  Indian  land  cessions,  590; 
letters  ment.  to:  Cass,  513,  Sec.  War, 

419,  490;  letters  to:  Sec.  War,  396  398, 
419  420,  490-491,  608-609;  rcpts.  by, 
re:  assault  case  at  Green  Bay,  419- 

420,  Indian  affairs  at  Green  Bay 
agency,  396-398,  Indian  claims  to 
Green  Bay  country,  608-609,  needs 
of  Green  Bay  agency,  490  491. 

Boyes,  Jacob  A.,  appd.  j.p.,  622. 

Bradley,  Capt.  Ilezekiah,  refuses  milit. 
aid  for  fact,  goods  en  route  to  Chicago, 
368-369. 

Bradley,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 

Bradley,  Joshua,  signer,  322. 

Bradsbury,  James,  appd.  ensign,  639. 

Brad.sby,  James,  appd.:  capt.,  662,  669, 
ensign,  630,  lieut.,  636. 

Bradsby,  William  H.,  572;  appd.:  circuit 
and  county  ct.  elk.,  666,  county  re- 
corder, 666,  j.p.,  647;  employ,  as  surv. 
discussed,  284;  letter  to  Tiffin,  238- 
239;  plans  for  survey  by,  north  of  base 
line,  307,  310,  311;  signs  legis.  resol., 
483;  surveys  by,  north  of  base  line, 
326-327;  work  of  as  surv.,  331. 

Bradshaw,  Absolem,  appd.:  capt.,  651, 
major,  672. 

Bradshaw,  Fields,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Bradshaw,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  642, 
coroner,  651,  county  judge,  655,  j.p., 
629,  667;  elec.  to  be  held  in  house  of, 
644;  house  of,  seat  of  Johnson  Co., 
643. 

Bradshaw,  Obediah,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Bradshaw,  William,  appd.  ensign,  641. 

Bradshaw,  Zachariah,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Brady,  James,  auth.  to  admin,  oaths, 
623. 

Bratton,  George  W.,  appd.  capt.,  662. 

Brazil,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  647. 

Brazil  (Brazel),  Valentine,  appd.:  capt., 
636,  lieut.,  630. 

For  identical  names, 


Breathitt,  James,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Breathitt,  John,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Breeding,  William,  wounded  in  relief  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 

Brent,  Daniel,  329. 

Brent,  Robert,  paymaster,  U.S.  army, 
urged  to  expedite  pay  of  rangers  and 
militia,  377. 

Brianberry,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  662. 

Bridgeman,  Edmond,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Brigadier  general  of  militia,  appt.  of, 
425-426,  522,  552;  appt.  of  Edgar  as. 
501-502;  nomin.  of,  449,  551; 
recommd.  for  appt.  as,  374;  tenure, 
552. 

Briggs,  Isaac,  instrs.  to,  as  surv.  south 
of  Ohio  R.,  333. 

Brill,  Owen,  Jr.,  signer,  449,  459. 

Brimbery,  Isaac,  signer,  30,  263. 

Brimbery,  Samuel,  signer,  30,  263. 

Brisbois,  Michael  (Michel),  appd.  lieut., 
622;  arrest  of,  for  treason,  594. 

Brisson  (Rreson),  Alexis,  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

British  grants,  surveyed,  243. 

British  traders,  at  Prairie  du  Chien 
discu.ssed,  527-529;  continue  efforts 
against  U.S.,  308-310,  359-360;  con- 
tinue interfer.  with  Indians,  353,  354, 
484;  contin.  in  111.  Terr,  discussed, 
328-329,  330;  exclus.  discussed,  293, 
398,  525-526;  incite  Indians,  294,  504, 
505,  517,  523;  instrs.  ment.  re  licenses 
for,  418;  law  exclud.,  to  be  enforced, 
547;  licenses  for,  discu.ssed,  379,  420, 
550;  lists  of,  among  Indians  discussed, 
514  n.;  need  of  exclus.  of,  stressed, 
396-397;  operations  in  Wis.  country, 
500-501. 

British  troops,  attack  Prairie  du  Chien, 
10. 

Broadwell,  Moses,  letter  ment.  to  Sec. 
State,  574. 

Brodnax,  Henry  P.,  letter  ment.  to  Sec. 
State,  223;  letter  to  Sec.  State,  217- 
218;  recommds.  Towles  as  judge, 
217-218,  223. 

Bromfield,  Samuel  H.,  killed  in  relief  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 

Bronaugh,  Jeremiah  W.,  letter  ment.  to 
see  index  note,  p.  67 U- 
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Irwin,  205;  letter  to  Graham,  207- 

208;  relates  difficulty  in  trans,  goods 

to  trad,  factories,  207-208. 
Brown,  Aaron  Burr,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 
Brown,  Andrew,  appd.  ensign,  671. 
Brown,  Francis,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 
Brown,  George,  appd.  j.p.,  658,  666. 
Brown,  George,  signer,  561. 
Brown,  George,  Jr.,  applic.  for  permiss. 

to  settle,  447 
Brown,  Hasey,  appd  j.p.,  667. 
Brown,  Gen.  Jacob,  204,  206. 
Brown,   Jeremiah,   applic.   for  permiss. 

to  settle,  447;  appd.  census  commr., 

666. 
Brown,    Jesse    B.,    appd.:    circuit    and 

county    elk.,    665,    667,    lieut.,    664; 

applic.  for  permiss.  to  settle,  447. 
Brown,    Obadiah    B.,    elk.,    G.    L.    0., 

duties  and  salary,  42. 
Brown,  R.  B.,  signer,  323. 
Brown,  Stewart,  signer,  561. 
Brown,  Thomas,  signer,  823. 
Brown,  Thomas  C.,  appd.:  circuit  atty., 

657,    dist.    prosec.    atty,    651;    atty. 

genl.  for  eastern  dist.,  241;  recommds.; 

Hardin  as  dist.  atty.,  605,  Towles  as 

judge,  214;  signer,  304. 
Brownfield,    Theron,    appd.    j.p.,    653, 

656. 
Browning,  John,  appd.  census  commr., 

671. 
Brownsville,  557. 
Brunet,  Dominique,  signer,  518. 
Brunet,  Jean  Baptiste,  signer,  518. 
Bryan,  Guy,  letter  to  Sec.  State,  444- 

445;    recommds.    Morrison    as    terr. 

secy.,  444-445. 
Bryant,  Prince,  appd.  j.p.,  648,  656. 
Brynes,  Edward,  appd.  ensign,  664. 
Buche,  Frangois,  signs  afiid.,  553. 
Buck,  Frederick  R.,  appd.  lieut.,  639; 

promoted  to  capt.,  663;  signer,  314. 
Buck,  Warner,  signer,  315. 
Buckner,    Phill,   recommds.   Towles   as 

judge,  214. 
Buffalo  (N.Y.),  lake  navig.  from,  to  L. 

Superior  discussed,  293-294. 
Bull,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  662;  signer,  459. 
Bull,    John    E.,    recommds.    Philips    as 

terr.  secy.,  382. 
Burbank,  Abijah,  signer,  324. 

For  identical  names,  . 


Burchfield,  John,  appd.  ensign,  661. 
Burke,  David,  signer,  561. 
Burlington  (Vt.),  323. 
Burnet,  Matthew,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Burney,  Calvin,  signer,  323. 
Busel,  Frederick,  appd.  lieut.,  637. 
Bushfield,  John,  appd.  ensign,  637. 
Butler,  Robert,  signer,  314. 
Byers,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  647. 

Cabassier,  Jean  Baptiste,  land  claim 
discussed,  131-132. 

Cadrons  on  Arkansas  River  (Mo.  Terr.), 
on  post  route,  St.  Louis-Ark.  Post, 
510. 

Cadwell,  George,  appd.:  common-pleas 
judge,  647,  county  judge,  650,  654, 
j.p.,  628,  645,  668;  instrs.  to,  on 
route  of  mails  east  and  south,  149. 

Cahokia,  68,  93,  251,  452,  622,  643; 
court  held  at,  under  N.  W.  Terr.,  101, 
102;  elee.  to  be  held  in,  644;  genl.  ct. 
held  at,  66,  95;  law  enacted  by  govr. 
and  judges  on  sess.  of  sup.  (genl.)  ct. 
at,  637;  on  post  route  to:  Clinton 
Hill,  510,  Kaskaskia-St.  Charles,  509; 
postal  schedules,  510;  postal  service 
bet.,  and  Madison  Ct.  H.,  158;  postal 
service  to:  Kaskaskia,  570,  St.  Louis, 
328  n.;  seat  of  St.  Clair  Co.,  644; 
survey  of,  discussed,  578. 

Cahokia  Indians,  conclus.  of  treaty  of 
cession  with,  607  n.;  part  of  111. 
nation,  255. 

Cain,  James,  signer,  459. 

Cairnes,  Caldwell,  appd.:  common-pleas 
judge,  648,  650;  county  judge,  650, 
653,  j.p.,  622,  668;  signer,  601. 

Caldwell,  John,  153,  593;  appd.  county 
judge,  662;  declines  appt.  as  county 
judge,  664;  explan.  errors  re  unlawful 
entries,  220-221;  illness  of,  394; 
instrs.  to  re:  accept,  bills  of  banks  in 
payt.  of  lands,  481,  refunds,  189, 
reject,  of  bills  of  unchartered  banks, 
513,  pay.  White  for  build,  road  to 
Kaskaskia,  592-593,  supply,  funds  to 
paymaster  of  troops,  158;  letters 
ment.  to  Meigs,  220,  225,  575;  letter 
to  Meigs,  220-222;  procl.  for  land 
sale  sent  to,  343;  recommds.  Hardin 
as:  dist.  atty.,  605,  terr.  secy.,  393; 

ee  index  note,  p.  67 i. 
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signer,  449,  459;  unable  to  pay  survrs. 

bills,  403. 
Caldwell,  John,  and  Jones,   M.,  letter 

ment.  to  survr.  gen.,  13. 
Caldwell,  John,  and  Sloo,  T.,  instrs.  to, 

on  reserv.  of  timber  for  U.S.  saline, 

24-25. 
Caldwell,   John,    Thomas,   J.    B.,   and 

Sprigg,  W.,  letter  to  Sec.  State,  393. 
Caldwell,  S.,  of  Ky.,  recommds.  Dar- 

neille  as  judge,  605. 
Calhoun,  John  C,  see  Secretary  of  War. 
Call,  Erastus,  signer,  324. 
Callaway,  Capt.  James,  of  Mo.  rangers, 

role  of,  in  exped.  for  relief  of  Prairie 

du  Chien,  7. 
Calumet  River,  322. 
Cameron,      ,  260. 

Campbell,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 
Campbell,  Ben  P.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Campbell,  Sen.  George  W.,  of  Tenn., 

letter  to  Sec.  State,  413;  recommds. 

Philips  as  terr.  secy.,  383,  413. 
Campbell,  Hugh,  signer,  323. 
Campbell,     Major    John,    10;    Indians 

obstruct    exped.    of,    to    Prairie    du 

Chien,  3-8;  rept.  by,  to  Howard  re 

exped.,  5-7. 
Campbell,  John,  appd.:  common-pleas 

judge,  645,  j.p.,  635,  lieut.,  639,  656, 

sergt.  major,  638;  resigns  as  common- 
pleas  judge,  648. 
Campbell,  S.  R.,  recommds.  Towles  as 

judge,  214. 
Campbell,  William,  signer,  263. 
Campbell  County,  Ky.,  185  n. 
Canada,  291,  294,  402,  443,  526. 
Canady,   James,    volun.   under    G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Cane,  James,  signer,  314. 
Cannaday,  Moses,  to  be  tried  on  capital 

charge,  633. 
Cannon,  Mill.,  Jr.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Cap  au  Gris  (Capais  Grais),  Mo.  Terr., 

5,  7. 
Cape  Girardeau  (Jerardeau),  Mo.  Terr., 

432;  on  post  route:  Ste.  Genevieve - 

New    Madrid,   510,   Smithland,   Ky., 

509;  postal  schedules,  509. 
Captain  of  militia,  tenure,  621,  622,  628. 
For  idenlical  names, 


Captain  of  militia,  see  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, appts.  by  govr.,  militia. 

Carbonneau  (Carbonau),  Pierre,  signer, 
519. 

Carbonneau  (Carbonau),  Pierre,  Jr., 
signer,  519. 

Cardinal,  John  Marie,  appd.  ensign,  622. 

Carpenter,  Nathan,  propo.sal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  372. 

Carr,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  652. 

Carraghan,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 

Carroll,  Gen.  William,  recommds. 
Philips  as  terr.  secy.,  415  n. 

Carter,  Henry,  signer,  315. 

Carter,  John,  signer,  314. 

Carter,  Shadrach  B.  A.,  appd.  j.p.,  669. 

Carver,  Jonathan,  claim  of  discussed, 
574. 

Casey,  Isaac,  to  be  tried  for  capital 
offense,  634. 

Casey,  Levi,  appd.  j.p.,  659. 

Cass,  Gov.  Lewis,  of  Mich.  Terr.,  190, 
206,  418,  598;  appd.  to  hold  treaties 
with  Ohio  Indians,  524;  appts.  Kinzie 
interp.  at  Chicago,  524;  auth.  of, 
over:  Chicago  Indian  agency,  196, 
Green  Bay  and  Chicago  agencies  dis- 
cu.ssed,  418-419;  criticism  by,  of 
Edwards's  exclus.  policy,  525-526 
defends  Puthuff  policy,  525-526 
Indian  policies  discussed  by,  524-526 
informed  re;  appt.  of  Jouett  as  Indian 
agt.,  191-192,  import,  of  Chicago 
Indian  agency,  557  558;  instrs.  by, 
re:  exclus.  of  foreign  trade,  561-562, 
expen.ses  and  bounds,  of  Green  Bay 
agency,  513-514;  instrs.  to,  re:  exclus. 
of  foreign  traders,  546  547,  Pota- 
watomi  annuities,  327;  letters  ment. 
to:  Act.  Sec.  War,  546,  Bowyer,  514; 
letters  to:  Bowyer,  513  514,  589, 
Jouett,  508  509,  515-516,  524-526, 
561-562,  Sec.  War,  582-583; 
recommds.:  addit.  land  cessions,  582- 
583,  payt.  of  Potawatomi  annuities 
at  Chicago,  444;  recommds.  to,  on 
trade  and  intercourse  with  Indians, 
201-202;  rept.  to,  on  Indian  affairs, 
516-517.  See  also  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory. 

Casterline,  Jonathan,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Cattron,  George  W.,  appd.  adjut.,  669. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Caudle,  Ransom,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Cavarce,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Cavenah,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  672. 

Cave  Spring  Branch,  112. 

Cawhorn,  Charles,  signer,  315. 

Census  Commissioners,  see  Illinois  Terri- 
tory appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 

ChafRn,  Seth,  appd.  ensign,  667. 

Chaffin,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  648,  656. 

Chamberlain,  Jason,  applies  for  appt.  as 
terr.  secy.,  444  n.;  signer,  323. 

Chambers,  James,  appd.  ensign,  650. 

Chambers,  Col.  Talbot,  425;  assault  by, 
on  blacksmith  discussed,  419-420; 
criticism  by,  of  Johnson's  trade 
policy  ansd.,  599-600;  letter  ment.  to 
Smith,  559;  letter  to  Smith,  588-589; 
occupies  Green  Bay,  406;  opinion  on 
state  of  Indian  trade  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  588-589;  to  lead  troops  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  498-499. 

Chance,  David,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Chance,  John,  signer,  269. 

Chance,  Joseph,  signer,  269. 

Chancery  Court,  estab.  of,  100. 

Chancery  court  clerk,  see  Illinois  Terri- 
tory appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 

Charleville,  Francois,  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Charleville,  Joseph,  signer,  568. 

Charlo,  a  Kaskaskia  Indian,  35. 

Chartran,  Pascal,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Chase,  Sardis  R.,  appd.  capt.,  664. 

Cheek,  Joel,  signer,  253. 

Cheek,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 

Cheek,  Nathan,  signer,  263. 

Chenet  (Chenett),  Antoine  L.,  appd.: 
j.p.,  656,  notary  pub.,  669;  removed 
as  j.p.,  672. 

Chenowith,  John,  appd.  capt.,  669. 

Cherokee  Indians,  war  ment.  with 
Osage,  355. 

Cheves,  Rep.  Langdon,  of  S.  C,  speaker 
of  H.  R.,  signs  act,  142. 

Chicago,  557;  addit.  Indian  cessions  at, 
recommd.,  582-583;  goods  for,  sent 
from  Michilimackinac,  379;  milit. 
occup.  of,  378;  passport  ment.  to 
carry  provisions  to,  661;  strategic 
import,  of,  202;  U.  S.  troops  en  route 
to,  368. 


Chicago  Indian  agency,  397;  agt. 
appd.  for,  210;  approp.  for,  508; 
assigned  to  Mich,  supt.,  493  n.;  auth. 
over  Indians  at,  discussed,  508; 
bound,  of,  discussed,  515-516;  Bowyer 
appd.  at,  196;  Brit,  traders  to  be 
excluded  from,  547;  compens.  of  agt. 
at,  196;  estab.  of,  384;  foreign  trad, 
licenses  for,  discussed,  379;  goods 
intended  for,  sent  to  Green  Bay,  398; 
interp.  appd.  for,  508,  524;  Jouett 
appd.  agt.  at,  318;  needs  of,  418; 
placed  under  Mich.  Terr.,  419; 
recommd.  as  place  for  pay.  of  Pota- 
watomi  annuities,  524;  refusal  of 
military  to  aid  agency  in  erection  of 
bldgs.,  478;  rel.  of  agt.  of,  to  111.  Terr, 
govr.,  431-432;  rept.  on  affairs  of, 
516-517;  strategic  commer.  import, 
of,  557-558;  under  admin,  of  Gov.  of 
Mich.  Terr.,  196. 

Chicago  Indian  trading  factory,  see 
Indian  trading  factory. 

Chicago  River,  201,  322. 

Childress,  J.,  recommds.  Phillips  as 
terr.  secy.,  382. 

Chillicothe  (O.),  179,  188,  239,  320; 
new  seat  of  survr.  genl.  office,  49. 

Chippewa  (Chippawa;  Chippeway) 
Indians,  254,  295,  433;  aid  Brit,  in 
War  of  1812,  292;  annuities  discussed, 
443;  attend  council  with  other  hostile 
tribes,  484;  claim  south  of  111.  R.  dis- 
cussed, 505;  conquer  Peoria  tribe, 
255;  difficulty  in  manag.  of,  after  the 
war,  348;  enter  new  confed.  against 
U.S.,  473;  express  satisfact.  with  U.S. 
rels.,  396;  hostile  concert  with  other 
tribes,  504;  hostile  to  Winnebagoes, 
360;  hostility  of,  201;  in  Green  Bay 
agency,  490;  invited  to  joint  action  by 
Sauk  Indians,  360;  joined  by  Pian- 
kashaws,  432;  joint  claim  to  Potawa- 
tomi  lands,  318;  land  cessions  dis- 
cussed, 435;  oppose  settle,  of  other 
nations,  478;  possess  south  shore  of 
L.  Superior,  292;  Potawatomi  claims 
derived  from,  255;  prior  right  to 
Potawatomi  lands,  260;  proposed 
treaty  with,  524;  treaty  cession  dis- 
cussed, 610;  treaty  with,  discussed, 
387-389,  522. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Chippewa  River,  trade  route  with  Brit., 

360. 

Chism,  James,  appd.  ensign,  652. 

Chism,  John,  appd.  quartermaster,  638. 

Chi.s.som,  James,  appd.  ensign,  653. 

Chittenden,  Capt.  — ,  513. 

Choctaw  Indians,  198. 

Choiser,  John,  appd.  quartermaster,  641 

Chotaut,  August,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Chouteau  (Chateau),  Col.  Augu-ste 
(Augusta),  506;  appd.  commr.  to 
make  Indian  treaties,  571 ;  commd.  as 
treaty  commr.,  149;  land  claims  in 
111.  Terr.,  572  573;  legal  rept.  of 
Fournier,  572;  letter  to  Meigs,  572- 
573;  notes  by,  on  Indian  bounds, 
ment.,  319;  notes  on  III.  Indians 
discussed,  487;  recommd.  as  Indian 
commr.,  549,  563,  564;  signs  letter  as 
Indian  commr.,  356;  signs  repts.:  as 
Indian  commr.,  362,  on  Indian 
treaties,  389. 

Chouteau,  Auguste,  and  Edwards,  N., 
letter  to  Sec.  War,  607-608;  rept.  by, 
on  conelus.  of  Indian  treaties,  607-608 

Christy,  Samuel  C,  appd.  ensign,  671. 

Churchill,  George,  comment  by,  on 
bank  bills  in  payt.  of  lands,  596-597; 
letter  to  Meigs,  596-597. 

Churzo,  Nicholas,  appd.  capt.,  641. 

Cincinnati  (Cincinnatti),  Ohio,  9,  49, 
123,  147,  156,  160,  208,  343,  574. 

Cincinnati  (Ohio)  Land  Office,  office 
supplies  obtained  from,  338;  rcg.  at, 
to  supply  Kaskaskia  L.O.  with  office 
equip.,  144. 

Circuit  attorney,  see  Illinois  Territory, 
appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 

Circuit  courts,  act  estab.,  139-142;  date 
of  meet,  fixed  by  law,  140;  duty  of 
elks.,  141;  e.stab.  of,  57-64;  judges 
form  court  of  appeals,  141;  juris,  and 
powers  of  judges,  140;  term  of,  141. 

Claiborne,  Thomas,  recommds.  Philips 
as  terr.  secy.,  382. 

Clampet,  Nathan,  appd.  lieut.,  652. 

Clapp,  Gotham,  signer,  324. 

Clark,  Abraham  (Abram),  appd.  capt., 
621,  630;  resigns,  630  n. 

Clark,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

Clark  (Clarke),  Edward,  appd.:  ensign, 
659,  lieut.,  667. 

For  identical  names, 


Clark,  Ensley,  signer,  314. 

Clark,  Col.  George  Rogers,  110;  milit. 
occup.  of  III.  country  by,  566  567; 
petition  for  relief  for  voluns.  under, 
566-570;  relief  of  Vincennes,  Ind. 
(1779),  567. 

Clark  (Clarke),  Jacob,  appd.:  capt., 
663,  lieut.,  649. 

Clark,  James,  appd.:  ensign,  649,  j.p., 
659. 

Clark,  Gov.  William,  of  Mo.  Terr.,  171, 
188,  189,  402,  434,  437,  494,  495,  506; 
assumes  control  over  Pianka.shaws, 
432;  auth.  of,  over  agt.  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  430,  431;  auth.  of,  over  Peoria 
Indian  agency,  430-431;  auth.  over 
Indians  in  111.  Terr,  denied  to,  417- 
418;  commd.  as  treaty  commr.,  149; 
declines  appt.  as  Indian  commr.,  563- 
564,  571;  disagrees  with  Gov.  Ed- 
wards, 282;  friendly  Indians  carry 
packet  to,  5;  goods  sent  to,  for 
Indians,  327;  informed  on  affairs  at 
Prairie  du  Chien,  527-529;  instrs. 
ment.  to,  on  Boilvin's  accts.,  415; 
letter  to  Sec.  War,  564;  raises  ques- 
tions on  Boilvin's  accts.,  346;  re- 
commd. as  Indian  commr.,  143; 
recommds.:  Ashley  as  agt.  for  lead 
mines,  381,  Chouteau  as  Indian 
commr.,  564,  Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  417 
n.,  exten.  of  III.  Indian  agency  west 
of  Miss.  R.,  384-385;  rel.  to  O'Fallon, 
408,  409;  signer,  269;  signs:  letter  as 
Indian  commr.,  356,  rept.  as  Indian 
commr.  362,  rept.  on  Indian  treaties, 
389;  to  send  Capt.  Yeizer's  rept.  to 
Sec.  War,  4;  visits  Washington,  549. 

Clark,  Govrs.  William,  and  Edwards, 
Ninian,  commd.  to  treat  with  Indians 
for  further  land  cessions,  543;  instrs. 
to,  on  investig.  of  murders  of  Indians 
by  rangers,  117. 

Clarkson,  William,  recommd.  as  dep. 
survr.,  180;  work  characterized,  192. 

Clay,  H.  C,  signer,  459. 

Clay,  Henry,  Speaker,  U.  S.  House  of 
Reps.,  copy  of  State  const,  sent  to, 
602;  legis.  memor.  sent  to,  285; 
recommds.  Taylor  and  Street  as 
commrs.  to  locate  road,  361;  rept.  to, 
on  petition  of  Bate  for  relief,  554-556. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Claypole,  Nathaniel,  appd.:  common- 
pleas  ct.  elk.,  650,  county  elk.,  651, 
sup.  ct.  elk.,  650;  death  of,  652. 

Clayton,  S.,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Clemens,  James,  Jr.,  and  Co.,  proposal, 
for  lead-mine  lease,  373;  proposes 
cancel,  lease  to  lead  mines,  530. 

Clendenen  (Clendenan;  Clendenin; 
Clendennen),  James,  appd.:  capt., 
664,  ensign,  636,  646,  lieut.,  647. 

Clendenen,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

Clerks  of  courts,  duties  of:  in  circuit 
cts.,  141,  in  ct.  of  appeals,  142. 

Clerks  of  supreme  court,  tenure,  625. 

Clermont  (Clairmon),  Louis,  volun. 
under  G.R.  Clark,  569. 

Cleves,  Charles  R.,  signer,  323. 

Clinton  Hill,  on  post  route  to  Cahokia, 
510;  p.m.  at,  to  deliver  bond  and  oath 
to  Prim  as  mail  contractor,  41;  postal 
schedules,  510;  postal  service,  347. 

Clinton,  Stephen,  appd.  j.p.,  654. 

Coal  mines,  202,  557. 

Cochran,  Andrew,  appd.  j.p.,  656. 

Cochran,  Charles,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214;  signer,  459. 

Cochran  (Cochrane),  James,  appd.  j.p., 
666;  removed  from  Franklin  Co.,  670. 

Cochran,  John,  appd.  capt.,  634,  642, 
649;  resigns,  634  n. 

Cockran,  Jesse,  signer,  323. 

Cohen,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 

Cole,  John,  appd.  capt.,  638. 

Coleman,  Daniel  S.,  appd.  adjut.  659; 
resigns,  671. 

Coleman,  Daniel  T.,  appd.:  capt.,  649; 
lieut.,  642;  resigns  as  capt.,  671. 

College  township,  see  Seminary  of 
learning. 

Collins,  Joseph  S.,  recorder,  land  pat- 
ents, G.L.O.,  duties  and  salary  of,  42. 

CoUum,  William,  appd.  census  commr., 
666. 

Colonel  of  militia,  see  Illinois  Territory, 
appts.  by  govr.,  militia. 

Columbia  (0.),  160. 

Commissioner  of  General  Land  Office, 
302;  instrs.  by,  to  lease  salt  spgs.,  115. 
See  also  Mansfield,  Jared;  Meigs, 
Josiah;  Tiffin,  Edward. 

Commissions:  as  recorder,  transmitted, 

338,  as  reg.  of  L.O.  transmitted,  337, 

For  identical  names, 


as  survr.  of  111.  and  Mo.  Terrs,  reed., 
347;  noted  as  issued  for  terr.  civil  and 
militia  officers,  621,  622,  623,  624, 
625,  626,  628,  629,  633,  6.34,  636,  636, 
637,  672;  texts:  brig,  gen.,  552,  govr., 
247,  287,  624,  Indian  agt.,  190-191, 
judge,  233,  287-288,  terr.  secy.,  453- 
454,  619-620,  660. 

Common-pleas  court,  abol.  of,  86;  juris, 
defined,  64;  law  enacted  re,  625,  635. 

Common-pleas  court  clerk,  tenure,  625. 
See  also  Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by 
govr.,  civil. 

Common-pleas  judge,  see  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 

Compton,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  652,  653. 

Compton,  Levi,  appd.:  coroner,  650, 
county  treas.,  651,  j.p.,  624;  signer, 
601. 

Comptroller  General,  rept.  of,  on 
Fouke's  claim  for  compens.,  587. 

Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  288,  603. 

Connecticut  Reserve,  154. 

Connecticut  River,  17. 

Conner,  Benjamin  P.,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 

Conner  (Connar),  Henry,  appd.:  coro- 
ner, 648,  j.p.,  648,  lieut.,  639,  sheriff, 
649. 

Converse,  Daniel,  appd.:  circuit  elk., 
667,  county  elk.,  657,  county  recorder, 
659,  j.p.,  659;  proposal  for  lead-mine 
lease,  372. 

Converse,  Porter,  signer,  323. 

Conway,  Clement  C,  appd.  quarter- 
master, 637. 

Conway,  John,  appd.:  ensign,  664, 
lieut.,  670. 

Conway,  Joseph,  appd.  circuit  elk.,  666. 

Cook,  Daniel  P.,  appd.:  ad  interim  terr. 
secy.,  403  n.,  auditor,  pub.  accts., 
654,  circuit  judge,  667;  compens.  re- 
quested tor,  as  act.  terr.  secy.,  475; 
recommd.:  as  judge,  469-470,  as  terr. 
secy.,  402-403,  404,  416-417,  for  of- 
fice, 480;  rel.  of,  to  Pope  and  Edwards, 
455  n.;  resigns  as:  auditor,  pub.  accts., 
661,  circuit  judge,  670;  signer,  601. 

Cook,  Henry,  appd.:  capt.,  641,  654, 
ensign,  622,  lieut.,  630,  major,  659. 

Cook,  John,  appd.  capt.,  661;  signer, 
315. 

Cooper,  Cohan,  appd.  ensign,  671. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Cooper,  Jesse  W.,  appd.  j.p.,  657;  letter 

ment.  to  P.M.G.,  328. 
Cooper,  John,  appd.  capt.,  634;  resigns, 

637. 
Cooper,  Thomas,  signer,  263. 
Copeland,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 
Copper,  presence  of,  near  L.  Superior, 

407. 
Copper  mines,  alleged  polit.  results  of 

estab.  of,  295;  bill  auth.  opening  of, 

rejected,  295-296;  memor.  for  opening 

and    working    of,    291;    queries   and 

answers  on  estab.  of,  on  L.  Superior, 

292,  293,  295. 
Cornet  of  militia,  appt.  of,  630. 
Coroner,    tenure,    622,    626.      See   also 

Illinois   Territory,    appts.    by    govr., 

civil. 
Coste,    Charles,    volun.,    under   G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
C6te  sans  Des.sein  (Mo. Terr.), destroyed 

by  Indians,  169. 
Cottle,  John,  signer,  323. 
Coudaire,  Pierre,  confirm,  of  tract  to, 

ment.,  368. 
Council,  William,  appd.  ensign,  656. 
Counties,    laws    enacted    re:    auth.    to 

guard   jails,   629,  levies,   628,   taxes, 

635. 
Counts,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
County-court   clerks,   law   enacted    re, 

631;    tenure,    654.    See   also    Illinois 

Territory,  appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 
County-court  judge,  tenure,  655. 
County  courts,  law  enacted  re,  628. 
County  recorder,  tenure,  625,  629.  See 

aUo    Illinois    Territory,    appts.    by 

govr.,  civil. 
County  surveyor,  tenure,  625,  626.    See 

also     Illinois     Territory,     appts.     by 

govr.,  civil. 
County  treasurer,  see  Illinois  Territory, 

appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 
Court   of   appeals,   auth.    and   powers, 

141-142;  duties    of    elk.,   142;  estab. 

of,   141   142;  time  of  meet.  fi.\ed  by 

law,  141. 
Court  of  oyer  and  terminer,  to  be  held 

by  sup.  judges,  633;  to  be  held  for 

trial  on  capital  offense,  634. 
Cousin,  Bartholomie,  examines  Kaskas- 

kia  L.O.,  403,  404-405. 


Covey,  Joseph,  signer,  314. 
Covington,  Edmond,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 
Cowles,  Edward,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
Cox,  Absolem  (Absalom),  appd.:  capt., 

630,  652,  lieut.,  622;  resigns  as  capt. 

663. 
Cox,  Levi,  signer,  323. 
Cox,  Mathew  I.,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Cox,  R.,  signer,  315. 
Cox,  Robert,  p.m.  at  Beaucoup,  appd. 

j.p.,   648;  instrd.   to   close   p.o.,  230; 

letter  ment.  to  Meigs,  460. 
Cox,  Thomas,  appd.;  capt.,  671,  ensign 

646,    lieut.,    648;    recommd.    as   dep. 

survr.,  172;  work  characterized,  192, 

193. 
Cox,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Coxe,  Micajah,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 
Coxe,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  669. 
Coxe's,  on  post  route,   Shawneetown- 

Ste.  Genevieve,  509. 
Craig,  Hugh,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 
Craig,   Thomas   E.,   appd.:   capt.,   639, 

col.,   654,   common-pleas  judge,   647, 

county    judge,    650,    654,    j.p.,    639, 

major,    648;    conduct    defended    by 

Edwards,     544-545;    county    judge, 

Gallatin  Co.,  214;  recommds.  Towles 

as  judge,  214;  signer,  304. 
Crainte,  see  Sans  Crainte. 
Cranford,  Auter  H.,  signer,  314. 
Craw,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  654. 
Crawford,   John,    appd.    county   judge, 

666. 
Crawford,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 
Crawford,  William  H,  see  Secretary  of 

the  Treasurj';  Secretary  of  War. 
Crawford  County,  appts.  in,  657,  661, 

662,  667,  668,  669,  671. 
Creath,     George,     appd.:    lieut.,    652, 

sheriff,  654;  partner  in  salt-mine  ven- 
ture, 115;  resigns  as  capt.,  670. 
Creath,  James,  appd.  capt.,  645. 
Creepwell,  Walter,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 
Creighten,  — ,  320. 
Creighton,  Rep.  William,  Jr.,  of  Ohio, 

36. 
Crelie    (Creely;    Creilly;    Crely),    Bap- 

tiste,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569, 

signer,  568. 
Crimes  and  punishments,  law  enacted 

re,  631. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Crittenden,  John  Jourdon,  appd.  atty. 

genl.,  630;  resigns,  630  n.,  632. 
Crittenden,  Thomas  T.,  appd.:  aide  de 

camp,   633,  atty.  genl.,  632;  resigns 

as  atty.  genl.,  632  n. 
Croghan,   Col.   George,  exped.  against 

Michilimackinac   (Mackinaw)   ment., 

9. 
Cross,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 
Crowinshield,  Benjamin  W.,  see  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy. 
Crown,  William,  Sr.,  appd.  ensign,  646. 
Croyden  (N.  H.l,  323. 
CuUom    (CuUum),    Edward    N.,    appd. 

j.p.,  656,  669;  signer,  263. 
Cullum,    Francis,    appd.:    lieut.,    653, 

lieut.  col.,  665,  major,  658,  sheriff,  657. 
Cumberland  River,  111. 
Cummings,  Isaiah,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 
Curran's  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route,  St. 

Louis-Ark.  Post,  510. 
Curry,  James,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark, 

569. 

Dale,  John,  appd.  ensign,  661. 

Dall,  Lionel  U.,  signer,  324. 

Dallam,    N.    S.,    of    Ky.,    recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Dallas,   Ale.xander  J.,  see  Secretary  of 

the     Treasury;     Secretary     of     War 

(act.). 
Damerell,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  656. 
Damewood,  Boston,  signer,  315. 
Damewood  (Dameswood),  John,  appd.: 

ensign,  639,  surgeon,  664. 
Damewood,  John  G.,  180;  appd.:  capt. 

648,  j.p.,  670,  lieut.  col.,  672,  major, 

660;  signer,  315,  459. 
Daniel,  Thomas,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Daniels  on  Big  Rock   (Mo.  Terr.),  on 

post  route,  St.  Louis-Ark.  Post,  510. 
Danis,  Antoine,  appd.  ensign,  630. 
Danis,     Jerome,     signer,     568;     volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Danis,    Joseph,    volun.    under    G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Danis,    Michael   (Michel),  signer,   568; 

volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Dannel,  Walker,  appd.  ensign,  684. 
Darley,  William  M.,  appd.  capt.,  661. 
Darneille,    Isaac,    recommd.    as   judge, 

604-605. 

For  identical  names. 


Daugherty,  Thomas,  certif.  act,  142. 
Davenport,    Adrain,    Jr.,    appd.    lieut., 

633;  resigns,  637. 
Davenport  iDevenportl,  Adrian,  appd. 

provost  marshal,  641;  signer,  459. 
Davenport,  James,  appd.  lieut.,  639. 
Davenport,     Marmaduke     S.,     appd.: 

county  judge,  658,  sheriff,  666;  resigns 

as  sheriff,  670;  signer,  314. 
Davenport,  Otho,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 
Davidge,    Rezin,    of    Ky.,    recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Davidson,  James  W.,  appd.  capt.,  672. 
Davidson,  John,  appd.  ensign,  656. 
Davidson,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  661. 
Davidson,  Thomas  G.,  appd.  j.p.,  641, 

645. 
Davis,  Daniel,  erron.  described  survey  of 

land  entry  of,  301-302;  relief  sought, 

303-304. 
Davis,  E.,  signer,  459. 
Davis,  Hezekiah,  appd.  coroner,  666. 
Davis,  James  Henson,  appd.  j.p.,  646. 
Davis,  Joshua,  appd.  j.p.,  651 ;  refund  to, 

ment.,  232. 
Davis,    Nathan,   appd.:   county   judge, 

654,  j.p.,  637,  668. 
Da\is,  Rawson,  appd.  ensign,  654. 
Da\ns,  Thomas  M.,  signer,  314,  459. 
Day,  Henson,  appd.  j.p.,  642,  646. 
Day,  Ralph  P.,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 
Dead  Man's  River,  ment.  as  bound,  line 

of  Green  Bay  agency,  516. 
Dean,  Jesse,  land  improv.  by,  447. 
Decelles  i,DeSelle),  Joseph,  volun.  under 

G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Dedimus  poteslatem,   auth.   adminis.   of 

oaths,  622,  623. 
Delaware  Indians,  applic.  of,  to  settle  in 

terr.,  478;  proposed  treaty  with,  524. 
Deleplain,  Benjamin,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Deleplain,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Delurm,  Huberne,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Dement,     George,    appd.    lieut.,     622; 

signer,  269. 
Demette,  Frangois,  appd.  ensign,  622. 
Denby,    — ,     draftsman,     survr.    genl. 

office,  159. 
Depositions,  law  enacted  re,  631. 
Deputy  surveyors,  contracts  with,  dis- 
cussed, 411-412;   duty  under  act   re 

milit.  bounty  lands,  154-155;  not  to 
see  index  note,  p.  67 i. 
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endanger  lives,  181-182;  procure  aid 

of  rangers,  143;  prov.  for  pay  of,  367. 

See  also  Surveyor  General;  Surveyors; 

Surveys. 
Derouard,  Francois,  volun.  under  G.  R. 

Clark,  569. 
Deschamps,  Antoine,  appd.  j.p.,  622. 
Desha,  Rep.  Joseph,  of  Ky.,  257. 
Des  Moines  Indian  trading  factory,  see 

Indian  trading  factory. 
Des  Moines  (Demoin)  Rapid,  site  of  Ft. 

.lohnson,  264. 
Des  Moines  (Le  Moin)  River,  640. 
Detroit  (Mich.  Terr.),  190, 191, 196,  202, 

206,  207,  210,  295,  296,  327,  402,  419, 

423,  424,  425,  442,  478,  516,  518,  519; 

Pres.  to  visit,  502. 
Dias,  J.  L.,  600. 

Dickason,  Michael,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 
Dickinson,  George,  appd.  capt.,  671. 
Dickinson,  Thomas,  appd.  capt.,  670. 
Dickson     (Dixon),     Robert,     influence 

among  Indians,  353;  passport  granted 

to,  to  travel  up  111.  R.,  670. 
Dilland,  Daniel,  appd.  ensign,  663. 
Dillard,  Joseph,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 
Dilliard,  Daniel,  signer,  314. 
Dillingham,  Ajalon,  appd.  capt.,  636. 
District  of  Columbia,  banks  of,  resume 

species  payts.,  481. 
District  prosecuting  attorneys,  estab.  of, 

64  65.     See    also    Illinois    Territory, 

appts.  by  govr.,  civil. 
Dobbins,  — ,  master  of  schooner  Geo. 

Washington,  398,  424. 
Dod,  William,  applic.  for  permiss.  to 

settle,  447. 
Dodd,  Michael,  appd.  ensign,  659. 
Dodge,  Henry  S.,  appd.  aide  de  camp, 

669. 
Doe,  Ensign  Ettenne,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Doff,  Michael,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark, 

569. 
Donaldson,  James  L.,  438. 
Donaldson,  Samuel  J.,  signer,  561. 
Donation  claims  and  rights,  as  militia- 
men di.scussed,  110,  111,  356-357;  loc. 

of  papers  on,  43;  survd.,  243. 
Dorri.s,    James    S.,    appd.    sheriff,    655; 

removed  as  sheriff,  661. 
Dorris,  Thomas  M.,  appd.  j.p.,  669. 
Dougharty,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 
FoT  identical  names, 


Douza,  Ettienne,  appd.  ensign,  649. 

Downs,  Thomas,  signer,  314. 

Doyle,  Benjamin  H.,  appd.  atty.  genl., 

629;  resigns,  630. 
Driskill,  Elias,  signer,  30,  263. 
Drummond's     Island,     Brit,     continue 

presents  to  Indians  at,  396;  Indians 

visit,  490. 
Drury,  Clement,  appd.:  capt.,  636,  639, 

lieut.  630. 
Drury,  Ralph,  appd.,  j.p.,  652,  657. 
Dub6,  Louis,  signer,  519. 
Dubois,  Pierre,  land  claim  located,  672. 
Dubois,   Tousaint,   authd.  to  adminis. 

oath,  623. 
Dubuque  lead   mines,   discussed,   384- 

385. 
Duchaneau     (Duchaineau),     Frangois, 

volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Ducharme,  L.,  signer,  518. 
Duelling,  law  enacted  re,  632. 
Deutt,  James,  appd.  ensign,  630. 
Duffey   (Daufte),   Capt.  ^,  action  at 

Prairie  du  Chien  discussed,  527,  528. 
Duford,  John  Baptiste,  appd.  capt.,  637. 
Duncan,  Maj.  James  M.,  recommd.  as 

survr.,  523. 
Duncan,  Joseph,  appd.:  j.p.,  671,  lieut., 

650. 
Duncan,  Matthew,  307;  appd.:  county 

recorder,     656,     j.p.,     651;    informs 

Edwards  of  hostility  of  Indians,  440; 

letter    to    Edwards,   440;    recommd. 

to  survey  Indian  bound.,  551. 
Dunham,  Eliphalet,  signer,  322. 
Dunlap,  James,  charged  with  murder, 

621;  identity  discussed,  621  n.;  requis. 

for  arrest  of,  621. 
Dunlap,  John,  appd.  county  survr.,  657. 
Durand      (Durant),      Antoine,   volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Durkee,  Rufus,  signer,  323. 
Duscher,  Gabriel,  appd.  capt.,  640. 
Duval,   Rep.   William  P.,   of   Ky.,  36, 

212;     letter     to     Sec.     State,     216; 

recommds.  Hardin  as  judge,  216. 
Duvall,  N.,  signer,  315. 
Duvall,  William,  signer,  315. 
Dyer,  William,  signer,  323. 

Earthman,  John,  appd.  coroner,  651. 
Easton,  Richard,  signer,  30,  263. 
see  index  note,  p.  67U. 
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Easton,  Deleg.  Rufus,  of  Mo.  Terr., 
106;  intorms  Sec.  War  of  murder  of 
friendly  Indians,  116;  land  claims  of 
discussed,  480;  letter  ment.  to  Bond, 
123;  letter  to  Meigs,  50-51;  petition 
by  Jones  and  Bond  sent  to,  144; 
query  by,  re  fees  to  reg.  and  rec. 
for  enter,  land  claims,  51. 

Eaton,  B.,  signer,  263. 

Eaton,  Joseph,  signer,  263. 

Eaton,  Mary,  signer,  263. 

Eaton,  Richard,  appd.  j.p.,  671;  signer, 
30,  263. 

Eaton,  Sary,  signer,  263. 

Eaton,  Stephen,  signer,  30,  263. 

Eaton,  Thomas,  signer,  30. 

Eberman,  Joseph,  appd.  j.p.,  624,  646, 
653. 

Ebert,  Edward,  appd.  capt.,  637. 

Echols  (Eckels;  Eklesl,  Jesse,  appd.  j.p., 
649,  667;  certifies  reg.  of  applies.,  448; 
deputy  to  reg.,  Kaskaskia  L.O.,  446. 

Echols,  William,  signer,  601. 

Eddy,  Henry,  and  Kimmel,  letter  to 
Sec.  State,  596. 

Edes  (Eades),  Matthias  (Matthew), 
appd. :  capt.,  660,  j.p.,  648,  major,  669. 

Edes,  William,  appd.  capt.,  636;  resigns, 
641. 

Edgar,  John,  accepts  appt.  as  brig.  genl. 
militia,  425-426,  501-502;  appd.: 
brig.  genl.  militia,  511-512,  j.p.,  626; 
commissd.  brig,  genl.,  552;  declines 
appt.  as  j.p.,  626;  letters  ment.:  rel. 
to  land  patent,  464,  to  Act.  Sec.  War, 
512;  letters  to:  Act.  Sec.  War,  501- 
502,  Sec.  War,  425-426;  nomind.  brig, 
genl.  militia,  449;  nomind.  to  Pres.  as 
brig,  genl.,  551;  recommd.  as  brig, 
genl.,  374. 

Edgar,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  626. 

Edrington,  Joseph,  letter  ment.  to 
P.M.G.,  565;  mail  contractor,  failure 
of,  563. 

Edson,  Sylvester,  signer,  322. 

Education,  land  reserv.  for,  341,  428; 
land  reserv.  for  support  of,  13;  provis. 
for  seminary,  15-16;  reserv.  for  dis- 
cussed, 195;  reserv.  of  sec.  16  dis- 
cussed, 14;  select,  of  land  for,  331. 

Edwards,  Nicholas,  appd.:  ensign,  663, 
j.p.,  672. 

For  identical  names,  j 


Edwards,  Gov.  Ninian,  230,  355,  378, 
391,  564;  absence  of,  215,  619-624, 
629,  632,  647,  655,  657,  660,  662,  665, 
667-668,  669,  669-671;  accepts  resig. 
of  county  judges,  662;  afRd.  re  oath 
as  govr.,  625;  ans.  objections  of  judges 
re  law  estab.  sup.  ct.,  76-95;  approves: 
estimates  for  Indian  agency,  398, 
Peoria  as  seat  of  Indian  agency,  395, 
project  of  procur.  cessions  from  In- 
dians south  of  111.  R.,  486-487;  approv. 
by,  of  rept.  of  Indian  agt.  needed,  380; 
approv.  by,  of  site  for  Indian  agency 
needed,  379;  appts.  by:  Indian  agts., 
385,  Indian  interps.,  254;  attempts 
council  with  Potawatomi  and  Kick- 
apoo,  483;  auth.  of:  over  Indian 
affairs  confirmed  by  Sec.  War,  417- 
418,  over  Indian  agt.,  196,  to  make 
leases  to  salt  spgs.  and  lead  mines, 
479,  487;  begin,  of  term  of,  624-625; 
call  of,  for  voluns.  discussed,  264; 
certif.  for  Fouke  ment.,  585,  586; 
characterized,  329;  charges  Jones  with 
violations  of  preemption  act,  99-100, 
106;  commd.:  treaty  commr.,  149, 
govr.,  247,  287,  624;  confirms  rept.  on 
concert  of  Indians  against  U.S.,  483- 
484;  declines  appt.  as  Indian  treaty 
commr.,  547-550;  declines  to  endorse 
Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  417;  defends  con- 
duct of  Capt.  Craig,  544-545;  defends 
terr.  law  on  changes  in  court  sittings, 
100-105;  desires  inform,  re  his  auth. 
as  supt.  of  Indians,  121-122;  desires 
supply  of  presents  for  Indians,  253- 
254;  disagrees  with  Govt.  Clark,  of 
Mo.  Terr.,  282;  discusses  Clark's  pre- 
tensions of  control  over  Indians,  399- 
400;  discusses  plight  of  Kaskaskia 
Indians,  33-34;  elected  U.S.  senator 
from  111.,  613;  ends.  Graham's  esti- 
mates to  Sec.  War,  398;  ends,  letter 
from  Forsyth,  259;  end  of  term  as 
govr.,  615  n.;  estimate  of  Pope,  414; 
gen.  militia  order  by,  626-627;  grants 
Indian  trade  license,  638  n.;  grants 
land  lease  to  Ficklin,  107;  illness  of, 
105,  172;  informed  re:  appt.  of  brig, 
genl.  militia,  511-512,  attach,  of 
Green  Bay  and  Chicago  agencies  to 
Mich.   Terr.,   418-419,   compens.   to 

^e  index  note,  p.  671f. 
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Potawatomi,  238,  distrib.  of  Indian 
annuities  and  goods,  327-328,  new 
mode  of  appt.  Indian  agts.,  587. 
Potawatomi  affairs,  259-260;  informs: 
Pope  on  Indian  interfer.  with  surveys, 
439  441,  Sec.  War  on  oppos.  of  Pota- 
watomi to  surveys,  238;  in  St.  Louis 
for  Indian  treaties,  328,  329;  instrs. 
to,  re:  feed.  Kaskaskia  Indians,  34-35, 
fin.  accts.  of  Indian  agency,  493-494, 
Indian  census,  591,  new  land  cessions 
by  Kaskaskia  Indians,  482,  supplies 
for  Kaska.skia  Indians,  126;  intro- 
duces Pope  to  the  Pres.,  454,  455; 
invites  Potawatomi  to  St.  Louis  for 
treaty  making,  354;  issues  permit  to 
mfg.  salt,  115;  land  patent  for,  dis- 
cussed, 464;  leases  tract  to  Ficklin, 
113;  letters  menl.  to:  Act.  Sec.  War. 
495,  498,  511,  anon.,  100,  103, 
Graham,  237,  Graham  and  Philips, 
610,  Meigs,  298,  359,  486,  523,  Pope, 
479,  P.M.G.,  156,  Rector,  575,  Sec. 
War,  33,  137,  188,  253,  374,  399,  417, 
Sloo,  107;  letters  to:  Act.  Sec.  War, 
503-506,  549  551,  anon.,  100  105, 
Clay,  285,  For.syth,  544-545,  Philips, 
413-414,  Pope,  439  440,  486-487, 
Pres.,  455,  547-548,  603  604,  Rector, 
576-577,  Sec.  State,  169,  218,  308- 
310,  469-470,  Sec.  Treasury,  474-475, 
Sec.  War,  10  11,  121  122,  137  139, 
145,  170-172,  226-227,  253-256,  259, 
318-320,  347-349,  398-401,  401-402, 
430-437,  445-446,  483  485,  522-523, 
526-527,  Sloo,  113,  Stephenson,  33- 
35,  117,  Tiffin,  172  173;  manner  of 
defense  by,  of  terr.  during  war,  471; 
offers  services  of  rangers,  137;  on  visit 
to  Washington,  606;  opinions  re: 
memor.  criticizing  powers  of  govr., 
285,  need  for  distrib.  of  presents,  435 
436,  need  for  liberal  attitude  towards 
Indians,  398-399,  need  for  winning 
Indians  from  Brit,  interest  in  1815, 
254,  number  of  Indian  agencies  in 
terr.,  445;  oppos.  to  Indian  trad,  fac- 
tories, 226-227;  Philips  subscribes  to 
oath  before,  659;  policy  of  exclud. 
foreign  traders  by,  criticized,  525- 
526;  pressed  to  accept  appt.  as  Indian 
commr.,    571;    protests    reduction    of 

For  identical  names,  see 


auth.  as  supt.  Indian  affairs,  171; 
query  to,  re  Ficklin  reserve,  109; 
reappd.  govr.,  628;  recommd.  as  In- 
dian commr.,  143;  recommds.:  add. 
compens.  to  reg.  and  rec,  Kaskaskia 
dist.,  117,  alter,  of  Kaskaskia  Indian 
bound.,  359,  appt.  of  asst.  supt.  of 
Indians,  347-348,  appt.  of  interp.  to 
Potawatomi  at  Peoria,  330,  Bond  as 
brig.  genl.  militia,  374,  Chouteau  as 
Indian  commr.,  549,  Cook  as  judge, 
469  470,  Cox  as  dep.  survr.,  172,  dis- 
charge of  Forsyth  as  Indian  agt.,  122, 
Duncan  as  survr.,  523,  Forsyth  as  agt. 
vice  Blondeau,  445,  lead-mine  leases, 
530,  McKee  as  judge,  218,  Mears  as 
dist.  atty.,  613,  new  cessions  by  Kas- 
kaskia and  Kickapoo  Indians,  503, 
505-506,  new  surveys,  576,  Philips  as 
Indian  bound,  commr.,  523,  Philips 
as  terr.  secy.,  413-414,  special  agt. 
for  Kickapoo,  348,  Stephenson  as  agt. 
for  Kickapoo,  349,  survey  of  lands 
beyond  Indian  cession,  172,  visit  of 
Potawatomi  chiefs  to  Pres.,  318-319; 
remits  fines  against:  Atcheson,  663- 
664,  Gilbreath  and  Funk,  635,  Lem- 
mon,  642,  militia,  653;  repairs  error 
by  Craig,  544-545;  rept.  and  opinion 
re  Brit,  intruders,  308-310;  repts.  by, 
re:  affairs  of  Indian  suptcy.,  398-401, 
Capt.  Moore's  attack  on  Indians, 
170-171,  exped.  for  relief  of  Prairie 
du  Chien,  10-11,  hostile  Indians,  169, 
Indian  rels.,  347-349,  430  437,  Indian 
rels.  (1815),  253-256,  Potawatomi 
affairs,  226-227;  requests  Indian  an- 
nuities be  sent  to  Kaskaskia,  145;  re- 
quests seized  traders'  goods  restored, 
359;  resig.  of,  603;  signer,  601;  signs: 
letter  as  Indian  commr.,  356,  procls., 
640,  642,  643,  644,  645,  rept.  as  Indian 
commr.,  362,  rept.  on  Indian  treaties, 
389,  terr.  law,  65;  status  as  Indian 
supt.  discussed,  189,  399-400;  sub- 
mits charges  against  Boilvin,  526-527; 
supt.  salt  spgs.,  236;  supplied  with 
map  of  U.S.  saline,  302;  supplies  list 
of  officials  in  Indian  dept.,  401-402; 
supports  Rock  R.  as  seat  of  Indian 
agency,  385;  to  be  informed  of  affairs 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  528;  to  give 
index  note,  p.  67lf 
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instrs.  to  Boilvin,  570;  transmits 
legis.  memor.  to  Congress,  285;  trans- 
mits map  of  terr.  to  Sec.  War,  255, 
256;  urges  early  complet.  of  Indian 
bound,  line,  611;  urges  survey  of 
Indian  bound,  line,  522-523.  See  also 
Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs;  Ter- 
ritorial Governor. 

Edwards,  Gov.  Ninian,  and  Chouteau, 
A.,  letter  to  Sec.  War,  607-608;  rept. 
by,  on, conclusion  of  Indian  treaties, 
607-608. 

Edwards,  Gov.  Ninian,  and  Clark,  W., 
commd.  to  treat  with  Indians  for 
further  land  cessions,  543;  instrs.  to, 
re  investig.  of  murders  of  Indians  by 
rangers,  117. 

Edwards,  William,  carries  letter  to 
Tiffin,  252;  contract  to  survey, 
extract,  185  n.;  employ,  as  survr.  dis- 
cussed, 284;  engaged  in  surveying 
milit.  bounty  lands,  239;  part  in 
sur^'eying  milit.  bounty  lands,  249; 
petition  for  payt.  of  expense  acct. 
recommd.,  465;  prog,  of  surveys  by, 
258;  work  In  surveying  milit.  bounty 
lands,  230,  231. 

Edwards  County,  appts.  in:  650,  651, 
652,  653,  654,  656,  657,  658,  662,  664, 
665,  666,  667,  668,  669,  670;  in  3rd 
jud.  circuit,  140,  213;  inhabs.  rec- 
ommd. Towles  as  judge,  213-214;  part 
of  new  jud.  circuit,  65;  time  of  meet, 
circuit  ct.  in,  57. 

Edwards  Court  House,  on  post  route, 
344. 

Edwardsville,  349;  postal  schedule  to 
Bond  Ct.  H.,  595. 

Edwardsville  Land  District,  427,  446; 
addit.  land  sale  recommd.,  452;  addit. 
surveys  recommd.,  453;  addit.  surveys 
to  be  made,  575,  576-577:  character 
of  soil  in,  452;  confirmed  unlocated 
claims  to  be  located  in,  363;  estab. 
of,  345;  no  instrs.  on  land  claims  in, 
356;  saline  discovered,  573;  trans- 
mission of  records  from  Kaskaskia 
L.O.  to,  discussed,  411. 

Edwardsville   Land    Office,    539;   death 

of  reg.  of,  609;  land  sale,  363,  452; 

Pope  appd.  reg.,  610;  procls.  of  land 

For  identical  names. 


sale  at,  340-342,  343;  refuses  certain 
bank  bills,  596-597;  reg.  criticized, 
581-582. 

Elections,  called  for  deleg.  to  Congress 
and  members  genl.  assembly,  644; 
called  to  determine  organiz.  of  assem- 
bly, 640;  places  designated  for,  644; 
writ  issued  for  special,  in  Randolph 
Co.,  653;  writ,  for  special,  in  St.  Clair 
Co.,  647. 

Elledge,  Daniel,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

Elliott,  Richard,  appd.:  circuit  and 
county  ct.  elk.,  667,  county  recorder, 
667,  notary  pub.,  671;  declines  appt. 
as  circuit  and  county  ct.  elk.  and 
recorder,  668;  recommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Elliott,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  622,  645. 

Ellis,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 

Ellis,  William,  signer,  323. 

Emigration,  sources  of,  597. 

Emmons,  Elihu,  signer,  322. 

Emno,  K.  A.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

England,  see  Great  Britain. 

Enloe,  Asahel,  appd.  county  survr.,  659; 
resigns,  668. 

Enos,  Pascal  P.,  signer,  323. 

Ensign  of  militia,  see  Illinois  Territory, 
appts.  by  govr.,  militia. 

Erie  (Pa.),  190,  206,  207,  210;  shipping 
point  to  Green  Bay  and  Chicago,  369. 

Estes,  James  R.,  appd.:  j.p.,  652,  sur- 
geon, 650. 

Etten,  Peter,  signer,  314. 

Eubanks,  John,   appd.  lieut.,   664. 

Eubanks,  William,  appd.  ensign,  652. 

Eustis,  William,  see  Secretary  of  War. 

Evans  (Eavans),  Owen,  appd.:  capt., 
631,  col.,  658,  major,  638;  passport 
granted  to,  to  ascend  111.  R.,  661. 

Everett,  William,  appd.  ensign,  630. 

Everett,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  633. 

Evets  (Everts),  George,  appd.  lieut., 
663. 

Evins,   Abraham,  signer,  314. 

Ewing,  John,  appd.  county  judge,  666. 

Executive  Register,  MS.  texts  and  print- 
ed version  discussed,  619  n.;  text, 
619-672. 

Extradition,  example  of,  629. 
see  index  note,  p.  67 It. 
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Fairbault,  Jean,  Indian  trade  license 
granted  to,  638  n. 

Falsavoin  (fall  Avoine)  Indians,  oppose 
new  forts  and  lease  of  lead  mines, 
346.     See  also  Menominee  Indians. 

Falsavoin  (Menominee)  River,  descrip. 
of,  407. 

Fargeon,  Nicholas,  appd.  ensign,  630. 

Farley,  Drewry,  signer,  459. 

Farnsworth,  Oliver,  signer,  322. 

Farrar,  Robert,  survr.,  572. 

Farwell,  John,  signer,  323. 

Farzee,  Solomon,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 

Ferguson,  Hamlet,  appd.:  capt.,  630, 
col.,  657,  county  judge,  650,  662,  j.p., 
623,  major,  633,  sheriff,  652,  655; 
auth.  to  adminis.  oaths,  634;  dona- 
tion claim  conveyed  to.  111;  land 
claims  discussed,  107;  resigns  as: 
county  judge,  663,  sheriff,  660;  signer, 
601. 

Ferguson  (Forguson),  Isaac,  appd.:  capt. 
641,  661,  lieut.,  622,  major,  663;  re- 
signs as  capt.,  663. 

Fergu.son,  Thomas,  acquires  donation 
right  thru  marriage,  110;  appd.: 
common-pleas  judge,  644,  county 
judge,  654,  j.p.,  623,  645;  auth.  to 
adminis.  oath,  623;  descrip.  of  land 
claim,  108-109;  donation  claim  con- 
firmed by  commrs.,  110;  land  claims 
discussed,  107;  resigns  as  county 
judge,  662. 

Ferguson's  Ferry,  on  post  route,  Kas- 
kaskia-Salem,  510;  postal  service, 
553. 

Ferries,  settlers  near,  not  to  be  removed, 
47. 

Ferrybow,  an  Indian,  528. 

Ficklin,  William,  expir.  of  lease  of, 
discussed,  125;  land  lease  of,  discuss- 
ed, 107;  query  to  Kdwards  re  claim 
of,  109-110;  receives  lease  of  land 
from  gov.,  113. 

Fields,  Abner,  appd.:  county  elk.,  665, 
county  and  circuit  ct.  elk.,  666, 
county  recorder,  665,  j.p.,  665;  re- 
signs as  j.p.,  670. 

Fields,  Greene  B.,  appd.  capt.,  663. 

Fields,  James,  appd.  lieut.,  663;  re- 
signs, 672. 

Fike,  Abel,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 

For  identical  names, 


Fike,  Nathan,  appd.  capt.,  671. 

Finlay,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  622. 

Finley,  Thomas,  appd.  en.sign,  646. 

Finney  (Finny),  James,  appd.:  circuit 
and  county  elk.,  667,  common-pleas 
elk.,  644,  county  elk.,  651,  654, 
county  recorder,  644,  judge  advocate, 
638,  judge,  common-pleas  ct.,  635, 
j.p.,  651,  sup.  ct.  elk.,  650. 

Fisher,  George,  appd.:  common-pleas 
judge,  635,  648,  county  judge,  650, 
654,  j.p.,  668,  surgeon,  646;  resigns  as 
common-pleas  judge,  635;  signer,  601. 

Fisher,  Henry  (Harry)  Munroe,  appd.: 
capt.,  622,  j.p.,  622;  dedimus  issued 
to,  622. 

Fisher,  Jacob,  appd.:  capt.,  634,  lieut., 
630,  provost  marshal,  645. 

Fisher,  James,  appd.:  j.p.,  668,  lieut., 
652. 

Fisher,  John,  appd.  ensign,  652. 

Fisher,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 

Fisher,  Joshua,  appd.  capt.,  669. 

Fisher,  William,  to  be  tried  for  capital 
offense,  634. 

Fisk,  Adam  I.,  appd.  j.p.,  664. 

Fisk,  James,  of  Vt.,  recommd.  as  judge, 
224  n. 

Fitch,  Christy,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 

Fitz  Jerreld,  Reuben,  signer,  263. 

Ford,  James,  appd.:  capt.,  630,  j.p. 
623,  major,  638;  auth.  to  adminis. 
oath,  623;  removed  as  j.p.,  623  n., 
629. 

Forrester  (Forester),  John,  appd.:  capt., 
663,  coroner,  665,  ensign,  634,  lieut., 
645;  recommds.  Hardin  as  dist.  atty., 
605;  resigns  as  ensign,  637;  signer,  315. 

P'orsyth,  Thomas,  appd.:  Indian  agt. 
for  Mo.  Terr.,  495  n.,  j.p.,  637, 
subagt.  for  Indian  affairs,  189; 
compens.  as  Indian  agt.  at  Peoria, 
402;  dedimus  i.ssued  to,  622;  disposal 
of,  discussed,  495;  letter  ment.  to 
Edwards,  544;  letter  of,  encld.  to 
Sec.  War,  259;  letter  to  Edwards, 
259  260;  must  reside  with  Indians, 
417;  nativity  of,  402;  opinion  on 
Potawatomi  reluct,  to  part  with  land, 
259-260;  Potawatomi  agt.,  349;  query 
on  conduct  of  Craig  ansd.,  544  545; 
query  on  status  as  Indian  agt.,  400; 
see  index  note,  p.  67I,- 
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recommd.  as  agt.  vice  Blondeau,  445; 
resides  at  St.  Louis,  385,  431;  services 
noted  by  Indian  commrs.,  389;  signs 
affid.,  553;  status  as  Indian  agt. 
questioned,  255;  to  enforce  procl.  re 
sale  of  liquor  to  Indians,  642;  to 
receive  instrs.  from  Edwards,  189; 
under  auth.  of  Mo.  Terr,  govr.,  430, 
431. 

Fort,  Benjamin,  appd.  fife  major,  638 

Fort  Chartres,  survey  of,  discussed,  578 

Fort  Clark,  227,  249,  260,  319,  523,  553, 
attack  on  Potawatomi  Indians  near, 
171;  delivery  of  Indian  annuities  at, 
discussed,  228;  estab.  of  trad.  fact,  at, 
proposed,  228-229;  imminent  danger 
of  attack  on,  484;  impend,  attack  on, 
474;  murder  of  friendly  Indians  near, 
by  rangers,  116. 

Fort  Dearborn,  reestab.  of,  380  n.; 
strat.  import.,  201. 

Fort  Drummond  (Drummon),  Brit, 
supply  Indians  from,  282. 

Fort  Harrison  (Indiana  Terr.),  Indians 
hostile  near,  24. 

Fort  Howard,  estab.  of,  380  n.,  406; 
status  of  Indian  claims  near,  608. 

Fort  Joiinson,  234,  235;  construct,  and 
loc.  of,  264,  540  n.;  estab.  of  trad, 
fact,  at,  approved,  541;  trad.  fact, 
proposed  for,  540-541. 

Fort  Madison  (Mo.  Terr.),  5;  abandon, 
of,  309. 

Fort  Massac,  382;  destruct.  of  property 
at,  by  tenant,  456;  injury  to  bldgs. 
by  agt.,  429;  land  reserves  at,  107; 
measures  for  protect.,  456;  on  post 
route,  Smithland-Cape  Girardeau, 
509;  query  re  auth.  over,  429;  removal 
of  agt.,  429;  reserv.  of  land  near, 
recommd.,  124,  125,  167,  168. 

Fort  Meigs  (O.),  battle  of,  ment.,  309; 
proposed  Indian  council  at,  discussed, 
524-525. 

Fort  Osage  (Mo.  Terr.),  315. 

Fort  Russell,  35. 

Fort  Shelby  (Mich.  Terr.),  exped.  for 
relief  of,  discussed,  8-9. 

Fort  Wayne  (Indiana  Terr.),  228;  In- 
dian agency,  approp.  for,  508. 

Foster,     William     P.,     chosen     assoc. 

judge,  sup.  ct.,  State  of  111.,  612-613; 

For  identical  names,  i 


recommds.  Mears  as  dist.  atty.. 
606,  612-613. 

Fouke,  Philip,  action  as  marshal  against 
intruders,  586;  appd.:  capt.,  630, 
637,  common-pleas  judge,  646,  j.p., 
621;  bill  against  U.S.,  586;  claim  for 
compens.  discussed,  584-587;  letter 
ment.  to  Sec.  Treas.,  585;  letters  to: 
Compt.  of  Treas.,  594,  Pope,  585,  586; 
removed  as  capt.,  636;  resigns  as 
capt.,  639;  settle,  of  claim  as  marshal 
pressed,  593;  solicits  Pope's  aid  in 
pressing  claim  for  compens.,  584-585, 
586;  transmits  bills  for  arrest  of 
Brisbois,  594. 

Fountaine,  Felix,  signs  affid.,  553. 

Fournier,  Jean  Baptiste,  land  claims 
discussed,  572. 

Fowler,  Capt.  John,  letter  ment.  to 
McKenney,  500;  recommds.  Todd  as 
terr.  secy.,  444  n. 

Fox  (Foxe),  James  N.,  appd.;  capt., 
641,  ensign,  637,  j.p.,  655,  major,  660. 

Fox  Indians,  415,  440,  478;  annuities 
sent  to  St.  Louis,  494;  attend 
council  with  other  hostile  tribes,  484; 
auth.  over,  discussed,  417;  cession  to 
U.S.  ment.,  238;  chiefs  held  as 
hostages,  234;  claim  Dubuque  lead 
mines,  384-385;  difficulty  in  manag. 
after  war,  348;  failure  to  attend 
council  on  time,  328;  friendly  to 
U.S.,  5;  hostile  concert  with  other 
tribes,  504;  land  cessions  ment., 
497;  lead  mines  on  lands  sold  by,  344; 
licenses  granted  for  trade  with,  638  n.; 
need  for  trad,  factory,  540;  object  to 
Amer.  fort  at  Rock  Island,  360; 
original  cession,  610;  original  claim- 
ant to  Green  Bay  country,  608;  party 
of,  trade  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  501,  527, 
528;  rob  survrs.,  484;  treaty  ment. 
with,  181;  treaty  of  ISOlf  ment.,  354; 
treaty  with,  discussed,  387-389.  See 
also  Sauk  Indians. 

Fox  River  (111.),  190,  201;  Brit,  settlers 
on,  308;  descrip.,  406,  407;  estab.  of 
milit.  post  on,  380;  signif.  discussed, 
557. 

Fox  River  (Wis.),  598;  status  of  Indian 
claims  near,  608-609;  Winnebago 
hunt,  grounds  on,  260. 

?e  index  note,  p.  67!,. 
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Fox  River  Indian  agency,  318. 
Fractional  sections  and  townships,  12, 

14,  26,  38,  39,  47,  99,  106,  131,  132, 

133,  134,  164   165,  224-225,  239,  241, 

242,  256,  358,  411;    no  action  re,  by 

Congress,  144-145;  sale  of,  discussed, 

32,  534;   sale  of  improved,  discussed, 

127;  survey  discussed,  159  n.;  survey 

not  complete,  129. 
France,  281,  291;  extinguish,  of  Indian 

titles  by,  583;  treaty  with,  ment.,  177. 
Frankfort    (Ky.),    postal    service,    149, 

565. 
Franklin,    George,   appd.:     capt.,   647, 

lieut.,  646. 
Franklin  County,  appts.  in,  666,  667, 

668,  670,  671,  672. 
Franks,  — ,  425. 

Fraud  and  perjury,  law  enacted  re,  628. 
Frazer,     John,     appd.     coroner,     648; 

resigns,  665;    signer,  314,  459. 
Frazer,  Robert,  appd.:    adjutant,  664, 

county  judge,  658,  j.p.,  656,  668. 
Fredericksburg  (Va.),  209. 
Freeman,  Thomas,  474. 
French,   Joseph,    appd.    county   treas., 

655. 
French  grants,  survd.,  243. 
Friendship,  the,  goods  shipped  on,  to 

Green  Bay,  424. 
Fuller,   Marvin,  appd.:     county  judge, 

654,  j.p.,  635,  651. 
Fulton,  Cyrus,  appd.  ensign,  652. 
Fulton,  James  (Jabus),  appd.  j.p.,  649; 

removed,  665. 
Funk,    Jacob,    appd.    j.p.,    635;     fine 

against,    remitted,    635;     fined    for 

violat.  gambling  act,  635. 
Fur  trade,  400;    extent  and  control  on 

L.  Superior  discussed,  292,  293,  294, 

295;     rept.   of   Sec.    War   to   Senate 

ment.,  401. 

Gaillard,  Sen.  John,  of  S.  C,  pres.  of 

Senate,  signs  act,  142. 
Gales  and  Seaton,  letter  ment.  to  Meigs, 

532. 
Gallatin,   Albert,  see  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury. 
Gallatin   County,   appts.  in,  644,  645, 

646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  654, 
For  iderUieal  names, 


656,  657,  658,  659,  660,  662,  663,  664, 

665,   666,   667,    668,    670,    671,   672; 

apport.  of  reps.  to.  644;  bound.,  643; 

estab.  of,  643;  in  3rd  jud.  circuit,  140, 

213;  Indian  hostilities  in,  137;  inhabs. 

recommd.  Towles  as  judge,  213-214; 

memor.    from,    for   lease   of   site   for 

hotel,    448-449;    part    of    new    jud. 

circuit,    65;   place   of   elec.   in,   644; 

time  of  meet,  circuit  ct.  in,  57. 
Gallup,  Lewis  P.,  signer,  323. 
Gambling,  law  enacted  re,  632. 
Gano,  Daniel,  letter  to  Meigs,  326. 
Gano,  John  S.,  depos.  sworn  to  before, 

326. 
Gard,   Seth,   resigns  as  county  judge, 

658;  signer,  601. 
Gardiner,  John,  chief  elk.  G.L.O.,  539; 

duties  and  salary  of,  42;  letters  to: 

Sec.   State,   541,   Sec.  Treas.,  41-43, 

609;    sends    map    of    milit.    bounty 

lands  to  Sec.  State,  541. 
Gamier,  — ,  260. 
Garriepy,  Alexis,  signer,  519. 
Garrett,  Dickinson,  appd.  ensign,  631; 

resigns,  637. 
Garrett,  Moses,  appd.  capt.,  649. 
Garterman,  Caleb,  appd.  ensign,  670. 
Gaston,  Robert,  appd.:  capt.,  628,  j.p., 

625. 
Gaston,     Samuel,     appd.:     capt.,     669, 

lieut.,  658. 
Gates,  -  ,  527. 
Gendron.  Baptiste,  signer,  568;  volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
General  Land  Office,  method  of  adminis. 

pub.  land  sales,  41   42;  personnel  and 

books  of,  discussed,  42  43.     See  also 

Mansfield,     Jared;     Meigs,     Josiah; 

Tiffin,  Edward. 
General  Wayne,  a  ship  on  the  lakes,  369. 
George  Washington,  a  schooner  on  the 

lakes,  369,  398. 
Georgia,  84,  89,  92;  laws  adopted  from, 

631. 
Germain,   Charle,   volun.   under   G.   R. 

Clark,  569. 
Gerrard  County  (Ky.),  185  n. 
Gervais,  Louis,  resigns  as  lieut.,  664. 
Ghent,  the,  a  ship  on  L.  Erie,  210. 
Gholson,    Rep.    Thomas,    of    Va.,    re- 

commds.  Walker  as  judge,  224  n. 
see  index  note,  p.  67^. 
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Gibson,  John,  to  be  tried  on  capital 
charge,  633. 

Giger,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  646. 

Gilbreath,  James,  appd.  sheriff,  621 
expelled  from  Terr.  H.  R.,  653;  fined 
for  violat.  gambling  act,  635;  fine 
remitted,  635;  not  authd.  to  transp. 
mail,  157,  460;  removed  as  sheriff 
626;  sale  of  lands  by,  for  taxes  dis- 
cussed, 450;  sells  unlocated  claims  for 
taxes,  324. 

Gilbreath,  James,  and  C.  Will,  lease 
issued  to,  to  mfr.  salt,  116. 

Gilbreath,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  628; 
resigns,  633  n. 

Gill,  James,  appd.:  ensign,  633,  662, 
j.p.,  658. 

Gill,  John,  appd.  judge  advocate,  669. 

Gill,  Robert,  appd.  capt.,  650;  signer, 
263. 

Gill,  Thomas,  signer,  263. 

Gillham,  Ann,  146. 

Gillham,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  658; 
resigns,  663. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  Isaac,  appd.:  ensign, 
639,  lieut.,  641,  654,  672. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  Isham,  appd.  sheriff, 
644. 

Gillham,  James,  appd.  ensign,  662. 

Gillham,  James  H.,  appd.  ensign,  672. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  R.  C.,  appd.  lieut., 
648. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  Samuel,  appd.:  en- 
sign, 641,  j.p.,  668. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  Thomas,  appd.  j.p., 
652. 

Gillham  (Gilham),  William,  appd.: 
capt.,  654,  662,  j.p.,  632,  645,  lieut., 
630. 

Givens,  Grant,  signer,  269. 

Givens  (Givins),  John,  appd.  capt.,  658; 
signer,  269. 

Glass,  Alexander,  appd.  coroner,  656. 

Glass,  John,  appd.  ensign.  664. 

Glendy,  John,  signer,  561. 

Goble,  George,  signer,  30. 

Godaire  (Godair),  Pierre,  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Godere,  Joseph,  appd.  ensign,  670. 

Godin,  Peter,  signer,  568. 

Godwin,  Josiah,  land  improvd.  by,  447. 


639; 


664. 


Godwin,  Wilkeson,  applic.  for  land 
grant,  447. 

Goings  (Going),  John,  appd.  lieut., 
ranger  co.,  138. 

Goings,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  622. 

Gold,   Thomas,   appd.   paymaster, 

Gordon,  Elisha,  appd.  ensign,  642. 

Governor  and  judges,  laws  enacted  by, 
listed,  625-626,  628-629,  631-632, 
635,  636,  637,  638.  See  also  Terri- 
torial House  of  Representatives. 

Governor  Clark,  an  armed  boat,  Indians 
prevent  from  reach.  Prairie  du  Chien, 
4. 

Graham,  George,  chief  elk..  War  Dept., 
368;  ends,  copy  of  rept.  on  purch.  of 
goods  for  Indians,  190;  informed  of 
difficulty  in  transp.  goods  to  trad, 
factories,  207-208;  informs  Edwards 
re:  compens.  to  Potawatomi,  238, 
Indian  annuities,  327-328;  instrs.  by, 
on  distrib.  of  Indian  annuities  and 
goods,  327-328;  land  purchase  ment. 
for,  329 ;  letters  ment.  to  Edwards,  318, 
319;  letters  to:  Atty.  Genl.,  375-376, 
Cass,  191-192,  Edwards,  237-238, 
327-328,  R.  Graham,  379-380,  Ho- 
mans,  210,  Indian  commrs.,  376,  Ma- 
son, 190,  Smith,  238,  Stephenson,  374; 
rept.  to,  by  R.  Graham  of  prog,  on  trip 
to  post  at  Peoria,  328-329;  requests 
legal  opinion  on  Indian  land  cessions, 
375-376.  See  also  Secretary  of  War 
(act.). 

Graham,  Richard,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 

Graham,  Major  Richard,  434,  549; 
appd.:  commr.  to  fix  Indian  bound., 
549,  Indian  agt.  for  HI.  Terr.,  196, 
431;  compens.  as  Indian  agt.  ment., 
402;  confirmed  as  Indian  agt.,  587 
n.;  confirms  concert  of  Indians  against 
U.S.,  483;  discusses  needs  of  Peoria 
Indian  agency,  495-496;  ends,  esti- 
mate for  Peoria  agency,  395-396, 
398;  fixes  Peoria  as  seat  of  Indian 
agency,  395;  informs  Gen.  Smith  re 
impend,  attack  by  Indians,  473-474; 
instrs.  to  as  Indian  agt.,  198-200, 
379-380;  leave  of  absence  granted  to, 
465;  letters  ment  to:  Edwards,  255, 
G.  Graham,  375,  Sec.  War,  384,  465, 
495;  letters  to:  G.  Graham,  328-329, 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  671^. 
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Sec.  War,  330,  359-361,  384-385, 
395-396,  465,  495-496,  Smith,  473- 
474;  nativity,  402;  nomind.  Indian 
agt.,  197-198;  observ.  by,  on  presence 
of  Brit,  traders,  328-329,  330;  opinion 
of  Edwards,  329;  proposed  land 
purchas.  for  self  and  brothers,  329; 
query  by,  on  status  of  Indian  agts., 
385;  recommds.:  again.st  Peoria  as 
seat  of  Indian  agency,  384-385, 
Peoria  as  site  for  Indian  agency,  359, 
place  for  secur.  supplies,  465;  repts. 
by  re:  choice  of  seat  of  Indian  agency, 
384-385,  Indian  rels.,  359-361,  prog- 
ress on  trip  to  post  at  Peoria,  328- 
329,  330;  requests  permission  to  visit 
Washington,  496;  seeks  suitable  site 
for  agency,  359,  361;  selects  Peoria 
as  resid.,  400;  visits  Rock  R.  and 
Prairie  du  Chien,  359.  See  also 
Peoria  Indian  agency. 

Graham,  Richard,  and  Joseph  Philips, 
appd.  to  run  Indian  bound,  line,  610; 
letter  to  Sec.  War,  610  611;  rept. 
by,  on  difficulty  in  run.  Indian  bound, 
line,  610  611. 

Grammar,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  667. 

Grand  jurors,  law  enacted  re,  632. 

Grand  jury,  presentments  ment.,  76. 

Grand  Pa.ss,  winter  home  of  Potawa- 
tomi,  260. 

Grand  River,  201,  516. 

Grant,  A.  S.,  recommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Grant  (Grants),  John,  646;  appd.: 
common-pleas  judge,  644,  j.p.,  637. 

Grant,  Moses  V.,  contract  to  survey, 
extract,  185  n.;  prog,  of  surveys  by, 
249,  258. 

Grant,  Ros.  H.,  recommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Graves,  John,  appd.  capt.  671. 

Gravet,  Louis,  signer,  519. 

Gray,  Capt.  George,  408. 

Gray,  Lieut.  James  S.,  recommd.  as 
Indian  factor  in  Wis.  country,  408. 

Gray,  Jane,  widow,  .signer,  263. 

Gray,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  671;  signer, 
263. 

Grayson,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 

Grayson,  Peter  W.,  p.m.,  Bairdstown, 

Ky.,    instrs.    to,    re    clearing    mail 

For  identical  names, 


service  to  Shawneetown  and  Kas- 
kaskia,  584. 

Great  Britain,  402,  444,  504,  518,  519, 
567;  agts.  continue  supplies  to  In- 
dians, 282;  effect  of  news  of  treaty 
with,  on  Indians,  362;  emigrants 
from,  pray  for  land  grant,  545  546; 
expuls.  of,  from  Northwest  discussed, 
204-205;  extinguish,  of  Indian  titles 
by,  583;  Indians  apply  through  agt. 
of,  at  Maiden  for  perniiss.  to  .settle 
in  111.  Terr.,  478;  peace  estab.  with, 
145,  177,  282,  362,  383;  rels.  with, 
319:  treaties  with,  discussed,  293; 
treaty  of  /  7SS  with,  discussed,  567 ; 
troops  of,  prevent  relief  of  Prairie  du 
Chien,  4. 

Greater  (Grater),  Frederick,  appd.  j.p., 
623;  resigned,  623,  633  n. 

Greathouse,  Enoch,  signer,  30. 

Greathouse,  Gabriel,  appd.:  common- 
pleas  judge,  644,  j.p.,  634. 

Great  Muddy  River,  on  post  route, 
Shawneetown-  Ste.  Genevieve,  509. 

Green  (Greene),  Nathaniel,  appd.:  com- 
mon-pleas judge,  644,  j.p.,  624. 

Green  (Greene),  Thomas,  appd.:  capt., 
638,  ensign,  636,  j.p.,  647,  666. 

Green  (Greene),  William,  appd.  lieut., 
658. 

Green,  Wily,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Green  Bay,  94,  202,  600;  addit.  Indian 
cessions  at,  recommd.,  582  583;  at- 
tached to  Mich.  Terr.,  589;  Brit, 
settlers  on,  308;  descrip.  of,  406,  407; 
dist.  to:  Michilimackinac,  406,  Miss. 
R.,  406,  Wis.  portage,  406;  estab.  of 
milit.  post  at,  378,  380;  goods  for, 
sent  from  Michilimackinac,  379;  im- 
positions on  Indians  by  army  con- 
tractor discussed,  422-425;  occup.  by 
U.S.  troops,  406;  petition  of  inhabs. 
for  citizenship  in  U.S.,  517-520;  pro- 
posed Indian  land  cession,  590; 
reinforce,  discussed,  499;  status  of 
Indian  claims  near,  608-609;  troops 
ordered  from,  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
495.  See  also  Indian  trading  factory 
(Green  Bay). 

Green  Bay  Indian  agency,  192,  402; 
agt.  appd.  to,  206,  589;  agt.  grants 
licenses  to  Brit,  traders,  500;  approp. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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for,  508;  bounds,  of,  to  be  deter- 
mined, 514;  estab.  of,  190  n.;  exclus. 
of  Brit,  traders  discussed,  396-397, 
547;  foreign  trad,  licenses  for,  dis- 
cussed, 379;  goods  intended  for 
Chicago  received  at,  398;  Indian 
presents  for,  sent  to  Chicago,  397; 
Indian  tribes  under,  490;  instrs.  to 
agt.  re  expenses,  513-514;  rel.  of  agt. 
of,  to  111.  Terr,  govr.,  431-432;  rept. 
on  affairs  at,  396-398;  subord.  to 
govr.  of  Mich.  Terr.,  190  n.,  419, 
493  n. 

Greenup,  William  C,  appd.:  capt.,  637, 
chancery  ct.  elk.,  647;  circuit  and 
county  elk.,  667,  common-pleas  elk., 
625,  635,  county  elk.,  651,  654,  lieut., 
636;  certif.  of,  re  terr.  seal,  366;  land 
claim  discussed,  466;  letters  to:  Clay, 
602,  Pope,  365;  recommds.  Hardin 
as  dist.  atty.,  605;  signer,  601; 
submits  acct.  and  certif.  re  seal  to 
Pope,  365-366;  transmits  copy  of 
state  const.,  602. 

Gregg,  Titus,  appd.:  ensign,  636,  lieut., 
639. 

Grenon,  Joseph,  signer,  568;  volun. 
under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Gresham,  Sterling,  159;  elk.  survr.  genl. 
office,  12;  letter  to  Tiffin,  12-13; 
sends  plan  of  Shawneetown  to  G.L.O., 
12. 

Griffin,  George,  signer,  269. 

Griffin,  Isaac,  appd.  capt.,  639,  660,  669. 

Griffin,  John,  signer,  269. 

Griffin,  Judge  John,  of  Mich.  Terr., 
seeks  transfer  to  111.  Terr.,  224  n. 

Griffin,  William,  appd.  ensign,  633,  634; 
proposal  for  lead-mine  lease,  372. 

Griffith,  Thomas,  appd.:  capt.,  634,  j.p., 
645,  major,  652;  resigns  as  j.p.,  651  n. 

Griggs,  Jesse,  appd.:  capt.,  635,  com- 
mon-pleas judge,  646,  county  judge, 
650,  654,  j.p.,  645,  668,  lieut.,  622, 
630,  634;  resigns  as  lieut.,  630  n. 

Grignon,  Jeanbaptiste,  signer,  519. 

Grignon,  Pierre  (Enee),  signer,  519. 

Grignon,  Polhji;e,  signer,  518. 

Grignon,  — ,  signer,  518. 

Griswold,  Mrs.  Elizabeth,  174;  depos. 
by,  on  date  of  death  of  Stanley 
Griswold,  326. 


Griswold,  Judge  Stanley,  102,  393;  ab- 
sence of,  74;  assign,  to  3rd  circuit,  213; 
date  of  death,  213;  death  ment.,  209, 
210,  212,  216,  217,  218,  222,  223,  224; 
depos.  on  date  of  death,  326;  draws 
on  Meigs  for  salary,  173;  letters  ment. 
to:  Meigs,  173,  P.M.G.,  211;  letters  to 
Meigs,  17,  173-174;  revokes  power  of 
atty.  for  receipt  of  salary,  173;  will  of, 
noted,  326  n. 

Grovenor,  Parke,  appd.  j  p.,  658. 

Groves,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  639,  j.p., 
646,  major,  658;  resigns  as  major,  662. 

Grundy,  Felix,  recommds.  Philips  as 
terr.  secy.,  414  n. 

Guard,  Seth,  appd.:  county  judge,  651, 
654,  j.p.,  640. 

Guard,  Timothy,  land  entry  on  salt 
spring,  153. 

Gunboats,  see  Armed  boats. 

Guyola,  F.  M.,  affid.  sworn  to  before, 
553. 

Gwething,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  623. 

Hacker,  George,  appd.  j.p.,  631,  649. 
Hagerman,  Benjamin,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Hagerstown  (Md.)  Bank,  36. 
Hairington,  Mirshai,  signer,  322. 
Hait,  George,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark, 

570. 
Half  Moon  Lick  (saline),  277. 
Hall,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
Hall,  James,  Jr.,  appd.  j.p.,  648;  signer, 

601. 
Hall,    Ralph,    recommds.     Towles    as 

judge,  214;  signer,  449. 
Hall,  William,  signer,  459, 
Hall,  Willis,  Jr.,  signer,  322. 
Hamilton,  Gov.  Henry,  of  Canada,  oc- 
cupies Vincennes,  567. 
Hamilton,  Thomas,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Hamilton  County  (O.),  160. 
Hamm,  Moses,  appd.  capt.,  656. 
Hancock,  Bennett,  appd.  coroner,  672. 
Handy,    Stephen,    appd.:   ensign,    662, 

capt.,  670. 
Hanna,  John,  signer,  561. 
Hannum,  W.  L.,  recommds.  Philips  as 

terr.  secy.,  382. 
Haralson,   Paul,   appd.   county  survr., 

648. 
Harden,  Samuel,  signer,  561. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Harden,  Thomas,  signer,  30,  263. 
Hardin,   Rep.  Benjamin,  of  Ky.,  211, 

212,216. 
Hardin    (Harden),    Jephthah    (Jeptha; 

Jepthah),  210;  appd.:  circuit  judge, 

668,   j.p.,   648;   recommd.   for:   dist. 

atty.,  605,  judge,  211,  216,  terr.  secy., 

393;  signer,   304,   449,   459;   folicita 

appt.  as  dist.  atty.,  609,  612,  613. 
Hardon,  Jehu,  signer,  263. 
Hargrave,  George,  appd.  lieut.,  655. 
Hargrave     (Hargrove),     John,     appd.: 

county     survr.,     667,     ensign,     637; 

ranger  co.,  138;  signer,  314. 
Hargrave,    John,    Jr.,    appd.    county 

survr.,  658. 
Hargrave,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  652. 
Hargrave,  Seth,  appd.  lieut.,  652,  662; 

resigns,  672. 
Hargrave    (Hargrove),    Willis,    appd.: 

capt.,  633,  col.,  648,  653,  county  judge, 

653,  j.p.,  668,  major,  638;  col.  4th  reg. 

militia,   214;    recommds.    Towles    as 

judge,  214;  resigns  as  col.,  663;  signer, 

601. 
Harlston  (Harldson),  Paul,  appd.  j.p., 

623,  662;  resigns,  623. 
Harmony  Society,  estab.  of  town  by,  in 

Indiana  Terr.,  24. 
Harper,  Lincoln,  appd.  capt.,  663. 
Harpole,  Peter,  killed  in  relief  of  Prairie 

du  Chien,  8. 
Harrick,  Martin,  appd.  capt.,  652. 
Harris,  Hezekiah,  appd.  capt.,  669. 
Harris,  John,  appd.:  ensign,  672,  lieut., 

649. 
Harris,  Jonathan,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 
Harris,  Joseph,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Harris,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  653,  657. 
Harris,  Thompson,  appd.  j.p.,  646. 
Harris,  William,  156;  acct.  of,  approved, 

49;  applies  for  payt.  for  survey  of 
Shawneetown,  49;  describes  work  of 

survey.  Shawneetown,  16-17;  extract 
of  letter  ment.,  181;  extract  of  letter 
to  Meigs,  16;  letter  ment.  to  TifRn, 
126;  payt.  to,  for  surveys  discussed, 
126;  repts.  Indians  hostile  at  Ft. 
Harrison,  24;  survr.,  517;  surveys: 
Harrison's  Purchase,  24,  Shawnee- 
town, 224-225,  town  for  Harmony 
Society,  24. 

For  identical  names, 


Harrison,  Isham,  appd.:  county  judge, 
666,  county  survr.,  666,  j.p.,  666. 

Harrison,  J.,  signer,  601. 

Harrison,  Nathaniel,  appd.  ensign,  656. 

Harrison,  Gov.  William  H.,  of  Indiana 
Terr.,  154,  471. 

Harrison's  Purchase,  261  n.;  part  of,  in 
111.  Terr.,  352;  survey  discussed,  24, 
155. 

Harrisonville,  on  post  route,  Kaskaskia- 
St.  Charles,  509;  postal  serv.  to  points 
in  Mo.  Terr.,  328. 

Harrodsburg  (Ky.),  207. 

Hart,  George  E.,  appd.  adjt.,  641. 

Hartland  (Vt.),  323. 

Harwich,  Martin,  appd.  lieut.,  641. 

Hatfield,  Thomas,  signer,  314. 

Hawkins,  Joseph  H.,  recommds.  Nicho- 
las as  terr.  secy.,  444  n. 

Hawkins,  Marshall,  appd.  ensign,  641. 

Hay,  Daniel,  appd.:  capt.,  662,  census 
commr.,  666,  county  treas.,  656,  j.p., 
658;  resigns  as  j.p.,  671. 

Hay,  John,  appd.:  circuit  elk.,  667, 
common-pleas  elk.,  625,  635,  county 
elk.,  626,  651,  654,  670,  county  re- 
corder, 629,  j.p.,  622,  sheriff,  622,  sup. 
rt.  elk.,  650;  dedimus  issued  to,  622; 
land  claims  discussed,  479-480;  pro- 
posal by,  for  lead-mine  lease,  373; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214;  re- 
signs as  county  elk.,  657;  resigns  as 
j.p.,  670. 

Hay,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 

Hay,  Lowrey  (Lowry),  appd.:  county 
survr.,  653,  j.p.,  653,  major,  658. 

Hayden,  R.,  signer,  315. 

Hayes,  Joseph,  signer,  314. 

Hays,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  623;  removed, 
623  n.,  629. 

Hays,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  652;  recommds. 
Hardin  as  dist.  atty.,  605;  signer,  304, 
449,  459. 

Haywood,  John,  recommds.  Philips  as 
terr.  secy.,  382,  414  n.,  415  n. 

Hearn  (Hearon),  Edmond,  signer,  30, 
263. 

Hearn  (Hearon),  William,  signer,  30, 
263. 

Heaten,  Joseph,  signer,  30. 

Heaton,  Benjamin,  signer,  30. 

Heaton,  John,  signer,  30. 

see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Heaton,  John,  signer,  30. 
Hempstead,    Deleg.    Edward,    of    Mo. 
Terr.,  conducts  Miami  Indians  down 
Mo.  R.,  34;  recommds.  Cook  as  terr. 
secy.,  416,  417. 

Hempstead,  Edward,  and  B.  Stephen- 
son, letter  to  Pres.,  404;  recommd. 
Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  404. 

Hendershott,  David,  appd.  capt.,  664. 

Henderson  (Ky.),  214. 

Henderson  County  (Ky.),  217. 

Hendon,  Wilson  M.,  to  be  tried  for  capi- 
tal offense,  634. 

Henry,  A.,  proposal  for  lead-mine  lease, 
372. 

Hensley,  James,  appd.  fife  major,  638. 

Henson,  Philip,  signer,  459. 

Herald,  Theophilus,  appd.:  ensign,  660, 
lieut.,  669. 

Herculaneum  (Haculaneum,  Mo.  Terr.), 
on  post  route,  Kaskaskia-St.  Charles, 
509;  on  post  route,  St.  Louis- Ark. 
Post,  510;  postal  service  to,  from 
Harrisonville,  328;  post  route  to  Ste. 
Genevieve,  510. 

Herod  and  Vineyard,  180. 

Herring,  Henry,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 

Herring,  Isaac,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 

Herron,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

Hewston,  Samuel,  appd.  capt.,  670. 

Hibbins,  John,  appd.:  j.p.,  631,  lieut., 
631;  to  be  tried  for  capital  offense, 
634. 

Hibernian  Society  of  Baltimore,  memor. 
to  Congress  for  grant  of  land  for  emi- 
grants from  Ireland,  558-561. 

Hiccock,  Russel  E.,  appd.  judge  advo- 
cate, 641. 

Hickam,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  654, 
lieut.,  649. 

Hickman,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  667;  re- 
moved from  Franklin  Co.,  670. 

Higgins,  Philimon,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Higgins,  Ransom,  appd.  j.p.,  650. 

Hill,  John,  appd.  ensign,  630;  resigns, 
663. 

Hodkins,  James,  appd.  ensign,  649. 

Hogan,  John,  appd.  ensign,  638. 

Hogg,  Stephen,  appd.  county  judge, 
657;  error  in  land  entry  of,  179-180. 

Hogue,  David,  signer,  263. 

Hogue,  William,  signer,  30,  263. 


Hogue,  William,  Sr.,  signer,  263. 
Holcomb,  Daniel,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Holcomb,  Thomas,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Holcombe,  Joseph,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Holcombe,  Zachariah,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Holder,  Abraham,  signer,  30. 

HoUeman,  Josiah,  applic.  for  permiss.  to 
settle,  447. 

Hollenbeck,  Crider,  signer,  314. 

HoUey,  Robert,  Jr.,  signer,  323. 

Homans,  Benjamin,  208;  instrs.  ment. 
to,  210. 

Hoosong,  Conrod,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Hopkins,  Rep.  Samuel,  of  Ky.,  letters 
to  Sec.  State,  209,  223;  recommds. 
Towles  as  judge,  223. 

Hopkinsville  (Ky.),  instrs.  on  exped. 
mail  to  Shawneetown,  554. 

Hopton,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 

Horse  thieves,  Indian,  24,  362,  484,  517. 

Hotchkiss,  Miles,  appd.;  county  record- 
er, 664,  j.p.,  667. 

Houston,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  648. 

Howard,  Brig.  Genl.  Benjamin,  553; 
advises  retire,  of  inhabs.  from  exposed 
positions,  472;  calls  on  Edwards  for 
milit.  aid,  264;  discusses  danger  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  10;  letter  ment.  to 
Sec.  War,  3;  letter  to  Sec.  War,  3-5; 
orders  rangers  to  protect  survrs.,  9; 
rept.  by,  on  relief  exped.  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  3-4;  repts.  to,  on  relief 
exped.  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  5-8. 

Howard,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 

Howard  County  (Mo.  Terr.),  539. 

Howard  Court  House,  postal  schedules, 
509. 

Howt,  Joseph,  signer,  519. 

Hubbard,  Adolphus  P.,  signer,  601. 

Hubbard,  Ephraim,  Jr.,  appd.  sheriff, 
652;  recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214; 
sheriff,  Gallatin  Co.,  214;  signer,  304, 
449,  459. 

Hubbard,  Peter,  appd.  j.p.,  665,  lieut., 
661. 

Hubbard,  Simon  M.,  appd.:  circuit  and 
county  elk.,  668,  county  recorder, 
668;  signer,  449,  459. 

Hufman,  Robert,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Hughes,  James,  appd.:  lieut.,  622, 
major,  630. 

Hughes,  Levi,  appd.  lieut.,  638. 
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Hughes,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  637. 
Hulbert,  Luther,  signer,  323. 
Hull,  Daniel,  appd.  ensign,  622. 
Hull,  Giles,  appd.  capt.,  622;  auth.  to 

adminis.  oaths,  623. 
Hull,  James,  appd.:  county  judge,  654, 

lieut.,  656. 
Humphreys,    Charles,    appd.:    county 

elk.,  661,  666,  county  recorder,  662, 

j.p.,  646,  658;  resigns  as  circuit  and 

county  elk.  and  recorder,  669. 
Humphreys,  Charles  C,  p.m.  at  Kas- 

kaskia,  letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  574. 
Humphreys,    Edward,    recommd.    as: 

agt.  for  lead  mines,  371,  381,  survr., 

530. 
Humphreys,    Lieut.    — ,    repts.    horses 

stolen  at  Ft.  Clark,  440. 
Hunsaker,  Jacob,  Sr.,  applic.  for  per- 

miss.  to  settle,  447. 
Hunsucker,  George,  appd.  j.p.,  667. 
Hunt,  Peyton,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 
Hunter,  W.  G.,  signer,  323. 
Hunter,  the,  a  ship,  379. 
Hurricane  Ford  Creek,  365. 
Hutchings,  Fitz   Edwards,    appd.    j.p., 

672. 
Hutton,  Henry,  survr.,  572. 
Hyotte,  Prisque,  signer,  518. 

Illinois  Emigrant,  proposal  for  publ.  of, 
556,  562. 

Illinois  Herald,  proposals  publd.  in,  for 
lea.se  of  salt  spgs.  and  lead  mines,  181. 

Illinois  Indians,  composition  of  nation 
of,  255;  original  claim  of,  south  of  111. 
R.,  487. 

Illinois  Intelligencer,  letter  to,  by  Pru- 
dentia,  581-582. 

Illinois  Land  Company,  renewal  of 
claim  of,  discussed,  235-236. 

Illinois  (Ellinois;  Illenois)  River,  172, 
178,  184,  201,  226,  230,  239,  252,  253, 
258,  259,  307,  310,  311,  321,  322,  328, 
398,  413,  433,  460,  461,  465,  482,  517, 
522,  550,  557;  bound,  line  of  Indian 
cessions,  485;  branch  of  Potawatomi 
Indians  reside  on,  227,  318;  Brit, 
traders  on,  484;  campaign  against 
Indians  on,  urged,  36;  cession  of  land 
bet.,  and  Sangamon  R.  to  be  obtained, 
543;  extinguish,  of  Indian  claims  south 
For  identical  names, 


of,  discussed,  486-487;  Indian  claims 
on,  discu.ssed,  505-506;  Indian  titles 
to  land  south  of,  in  doubt,  485;  land 
bet.,  and  Miss.  R.  ceded,  376;  lands 
bet.,  and  Wis.  R.  ceded,  359;  milit. 
bounty  lands  bet.,  and  Miss.  R.,  155, 
234-235,  238,  269,  351;  overflow  of, 
327;  passport  granted  to  ascend,  661, 
671;  Potawatomi  claim  to  land  on, 
255,  259;  survey  north  of,  to  begin, 
203;  survey  of  meandering  of,  248- 
249;  survey  of  milit.  lands  along  com- 
pleted, 250;  surveys  along,  283-284, 
331;  surveys  north  of,  305. 

Illinois  Territory,  27;  admis.  to  union 
discus.sed,  589,  602  n.;  appt.  of  survr. 
for,  authd.  331;  auth.  over  Indian 
affairs  in,  confirmed  to  govr.,  417- 
418;  begin,  of  pub.  land  sale,  340- 
342;  bill  re  powers  of  legis.,  139  n.; 
compens.  of  Indian  agt.,  196;  ct.  of 
appeals,  141-142;  contrast  with  Mo. 
Terr,  re  Indian  supplies,  254;  defense 
during  war,  471;  divided  auth.  in 
Indian  adminis.,  196;  div.  into  jud. 
circuits,  139-142,  213;  esstab.  of  4th 
principal  meridian,  184,  248-249,  250, 
251-252,  258,  259;  gen.  review  Indian 
rels.  for  1815,  253-256;  instrs.  to 
survr.,  332-335;  letter  of  citizens  to 
Meigs,  601-602;  milit.  bounty  lands, 
155,  336;  milit.  bounty  lands  transf. 
from  Mich.,  270  n.;  newspapers  in,  to 
publish  procl.  on  land  sales,  592;  payt. 
of  rangers  and  militia  discussed, 
390-392;  petition  by  citizens  for 
preemption,  29-30;  petition  from 
eastern  states  for  grant  of  land,  321- 
324;  print,  of  U.  S.  laws  in,  discussed, 
596;  query  on  loc.  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  148;  rept.  on  status  of  sur- 
veys by  1815,  174-179;  salt  spgs.  and 
mineral  lands  in,  44;  seal  discussed, 
365-366;  second  grade  of  govt,  con- 
sidered and  approved,  640,  644 
sources  of  emigration,  697;  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands  completed,  551 
termin.  of,  discussed,  615  n.;  troops 
in,  to  be  paid,  158;  U.S.  rangers  from 
in  relief  exped.  to  Prairie  du  Chien 
3-8. 
Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by  Fed.  Govt. 
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brig.  genl.  militia,  425-426,  501-502, 
522,  go\T.,  247,  624,  Indian  agts., 
318,  judges,  233,  receiver  L.O.,  338, 
survT.,  332,  336,  survr.  genl.,  332,  336, 
terr.  secy.,  453-454,  619-620,  660. 
Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by  go\T.  or 
act.  govr.,  civil:  atty.  genl.,  629,  630, 
632,  635,  647,  aud.  pub.  accts.,  654, 
661,  664,  census  commr.,  666,  667, 
668,  670,  671,  circuit  atty.  657,  659, 

665,  elk.  chancery  ct.,  646,  647,  elk. 
common-pleas  ct.,  625,  635,  644,  650, 

666,  667,  668,  669,  670,  elk.  county 
ct.,  625,  626,  651,  652,  653,  654,  655, 
657,  661,  665,  666,  667,  668,  669, 
670,  elk.  sup.  (genl.)  ct.,  625,  650, 
common-pleas  judge,  635,  644,  645, 
646,  647,  648,  650,  658,  671,  coroner, 
626,  648,  649,  651,  656,  657,  658,  659, 

665,  666,  667,  668,  672,  county  judge, 

652,  653,  654,  655,  657,  658,  659,  662, 
664,  666,  county  recorder,  625,  629, 

644,  645,    650,    653,    655,    656,    657, 

659,  661,  664,  665,  666,  669,  670, 
county  survr.,  626,  633,  647,  648, 
651,    652,    653,    654,    657,    658,    659, 

666,  667,  668,  669,  county  treas., 
651,  653,  655,  656,  657,  dist.  prosec. 
atty.,   651,  j.p.,   621,   622,   623,   624, 

625,  626,  628,  629,  631,  632,  633,  634, 
635,    637,    638,    639,    641,    642,    644, 

645,  646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  652, 

653,  654,    655,    656,    657,    658,    659, 

660,  661,    662,    664,    665,    666,    667, 

668,  669,  670,  671,  672,  notary  pub., 
635,  658,  669,  671,  sheriff,  621,  622, 

626,  644,  649,  650,  652,  653,  654,  655, 
657,  660,  661,  663,  666;  militia:  adj., 
622,  623,  630,  638,  639,  641,  647, 
659,  664,  669,  671,  adj.  genl.,  622,  628, 
632,  648,  650,  aide  de  camp,  633,  634, 

635,  636,    639,    641,    645,    649,    664, 

669,  brig,  inspector,  636,  671,  capt., 
621,  622,  623,  628,  630,  631,  633,  634, 

636,  637,  638,  639,  640,  641,  642,  645, 

646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  653, 

654,  655,  656,  658,  659,  660,  661,  662, 
663,  664,  665,  669,  670,  671,  672, 
chaplain,  649,  col.,  630,  632,  633,  648, 
651,  653,  654,  657,  658,  660,  662,  668, 
cornet,  622,  630,  drum  major,  641, 
ensign,  622,  623,  630,  631,  633,  634, 


636,  637,  638,  639,  640,  641,  642,  643, 
645,  646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  652, 
653,  654,  655,  656,  658,  659,  660,  661, 

662,  663,  664,  665,  667,  669,  670,  671, 
672,  fife  major,  638,  641,  judge  advo- 
cate, 638,  641,  645,  652,  669,  lieut., 
622,  623,  630,  631,  633,  634,  635,  636, 

637,  638,  639,  641,  642,  645,  646,  647, 
648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  653,  654, 
655,    656,    658,    659,    660,    661,    662, 

663,  664,  665,  667,  668,  669,  670,  671, 
672,  lieut.  col.,  622,  636,  638,  665,  672, 
major,  621,  622,  630,  632,  633,  636, 

638,  641,  648,  649,  652,  653,  657,  658, 
659,  660,  662,  663,  669,  671,  672, 
paymaster,  641,  648,  provost  marshal, 
638,  641,  645,  quartermaster,  637, 
638,  641,  sergt.  major,  638,  641, 
surgeon,  638,  639,  646,  650,  662,  664, 
surgeon's  mate,  638,  641,  646,  648. 

Indian  agencies,  proposed  union  ^^nth 
milit.  and  trad,  establs.,  197;  status 
discussed,  493-495. 

Indian  agents,  588;  compens.,  196; 
duties  discussed,  198-200;  forbidden 
to  accept  money  for  licenses,  514  n.; 
list  of  sent  to  Edwards,  587;  not  per- 
mitted to  engage  in  trade,  400-401; 
oath  prescribed,  200;  reappt.  of,  587; 
salaries  fixed  by  law,  587  n.;  salaries 
of  subagts.,  587;  subject  to  Senate 
confirm.,  587  n.;  to  reside  within 
agency,  495. 

Indiana  (State),  510,  545,  598;  news- 
papers in,  to  publ.  procl.  re  land  sales, 
592. 

Indiana  Territory,  240,  341,  409,  631; 
bound,  line  Madison  Co.,  643;  con- 
firm, of  land  claims  discussed,  476- 
477;  law  ment.  on  div.  of,  640;  law  on 
land  taxes  discussed,  450;  payt.  of 
rangers  and  militia  discussed,  390- 
392;  petition  by  citizens  for  preemp- 
tion, 29-30;  provis.  in  law  re  circuit 
ct.,  85-86;  salary  of  judges  discussed, 
102;  troops  to  be  paid,  158. 

Indian  commissioners,  assemble  Indians 
at  St.  Louis  for  treaty,  345;  instrs.  re 
exec,  of  Sauk  treaty,  376;  letter  ment. 
to  Graham,  376;  letters  to  Sec.  War, 
352-356,362,  387-389;  query  on  pre- 
cedence   discussed,    547-550;    repts. 
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by,  re:  gen.  Indian  treaty,  387-389, 
Sauk  treaty,  362;  transmit  treaties  to 
Sec.  War,  352. 

Indian  factors,  relations  with  milit. 
auth.  di.scus.sed,  316,  317. 

Indian  trade,  Brit,  traders  continue 
operations,  359  360:  enforc.  of  reguls. 
on  licenses  to  foreign  traders  dis- 
cu.ssed,  502;  excess  of  traders  engaged 
in,  492  493;  exclus.  of  foreigners  from, 
discussed,  525  526,  547,  561  562; 
foreigners  engaged  in,  379;  forfeit  of 
traders'  goods  on  unceded  land  dis- 
cussed, 359;  goods  of  unlicensed 
traders  seized,  379;  laxity  in  grant, 
licenses  discus.sed,  499-501;  licenses 
granted  for,  638  n.;  method  of  con- 
ducting discu.ssed,  527-529;  permits 
issued  to  traders  not  recognized  in 
St.  Louis,  416;  specul.  of  private 
traders,  588  589. 

Indian  trading  factories,  aid  of  U.  S. 
troops  in  erect,  bldgs.  for,  discussed, 
315-316,  317;  difficulty  of  transport, 
goods  to,  discussed,  369-370;  estab. 
at  Ft.  Clark  proposed,  228-229;  estab. 
discus.sed,  316-317;  oppos.  of  Ed- 
wards to,  226-227;  proposed  union 
with  Indian  agencies,  197. 

Indian  trading  factory  (.Belle  Fontaine), 
transfer  of,  to  Des  Moines,  599. 

Indian  trading  factory  (Chicago),  dif- 
ficulty in  transport,  goods  to,  207- 
208,  368,  370;  estab.  ment.,  316; 
reestab.  of,  205;  sells  goods  to  soldiers, 
599. 

Indian  trading  factory  (Des  Moines;  Le 
Moin),  goods  transf.  from,  to  Prairie 
du  Chien  factory,  317;  transfer  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  599. 

Indian  trading  factory  (Ft.  Johnson), 
estab.  as  branch  of  Prairie  du  Chien 
factory,  541. 

Indian  trading  factory  (Green  Bay),  aid 
of  troops  for  a.ssured,  374;  difficulty  in 
transport,  goods  to,  discussed,  207- 
208,  369  370;  estab.  and  goods  for, 
205-206,  316,  396;  sells  goods  to 
soldiers,  599. 

Indian  trading  factory  (Prairie  du 
Chien),  483;  bldgs.  ordered  repos- 
sessed by  Amer.  Fur  Co.,  594;  criti- 
For  identical  names, 


cism  of  factor  at,  588-589;  estab.  of 
discussed,  316-317;  factory  at  Ft. 
Johnson  to  be  branch  of,  541;  instrs. 
ment.  re,  205  n.;  sells  goods  to  soldiers 
and  white  citizens,  599-600. 

Indian  treaties,  discussed,  607,  610-611; 
discus-sed  re  land  cessions,  375-376; 
Kaskaskia  discus.sed,  359;  proposed 
with  Indians  on  Miss.  R.,  143;  Sauk 
Indians  discussed,  238,  362;  with  prin. 
tribes  of  terr.  discu.ssed,  387-389. 

Indians,  114,  172,  188,  240,  296,  305, 
378,  379,  384,  407,  493,  533,  544, 
574;  act  discussed  re  trade  and  inter- 
course with,  198-200;  addit.  land 
cessions  recommd.,  582-583;  annui- 
ties, 399-400,  494;  attack  Prairie 
du  Chien,  10;  attitude  of,  in  north 
part,  346;  attitude  towards  trad, 
factories,  600;  auth.  over  within  terr. 
confirm,  to  Edwards,  417-418;  bound, 
lines  discussed,  485-486;  Brit,  in- 
trigues with,  309;  campaign  against 
urged,  36;  census  desired,  591;  cite 
Brit,  for  misfortunes,  204;  claims  dis- 
cussed, 576;  conclus.  of  treaty  of 
cession  with,  607-608;  continued 
visits  to  Brit,  agts.,  319;  council  of 
hostile  held,  484;  defeat  of  during 
War  of  1812,  ill;  deliver  Brit. 
medals  to  U.S.,  397;  depreds.  30, 
409,  412-413,  427;  desire  marking 
of  north  bound,  of  181?  cession, 
522-523;  Edwards  refuses  appt.  to 
treat  with,  547-550;  employ,  of 
mechanics  for  opposed,  442-443; 
estimate  of  cost  of  running  bound, 
line  of  cession  by,  611;  failure  to 
appear  at  treaty  confer,  on  time,  328; 
hostility  to  surveys  to  be  removed, 
203;  impositions  on,  by  army  con- 
tractor, 422-425;  incited  by  Brit, 
traders,  504,  505;  instrs.  re  purchase 
of  goods  for,  190;  interfer.  with 
surveys,  143,  170,  241,  439-441, 
445-446,  484,  503;  intertribal  con- 
flict discussed,  360;  land  cessions  by, 
discussed,  485-486;  legal  opinion 
requested  on  cessions  by,  375-376; 
menace  survrs.,  181-182,  307;  mur- 
ders by,  10;  new  bounds,  with  set- 
tled, 388;  new  concert  against  U.S., 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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473-474,  495,  498-499,  504,  517; 
no  opposition  from,  at  Green  Bay, 
406;  north  bound,  of  cession  by,  dis- 
cussed, 550-551,  610-611;  object 
to  Amer.  fort  at  Prairie  du  Chien, 
360;  pacific  attitude  at  Green  Bay, 
380;  place  for  rect.  of  annuities  dis- 
cussed, 145;  presents  for,  discussed, 
253-254,  434-435,  436;  prevent  relief 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  3-11;  prior 
rights  discussed,  260;  proposed  ces- 
sion at  Green  Bay,  590;  proposed 
exchange  of  lands  west  of  Miss.  R. 
for  land  in  111.,  543;  proposed  negots. 
with,  for  new  land  cessions,  564; 
proposed  treaty  with,  143;  provisions 
for,  at  Green  Bay  discussed,  420; 
rations  for  discussed,  494;  redistrib. 
of  certain,  478-479;  rels.  with,  at 
close  of  war  discussed,  281-283;  re- 
newed hostilities,  137,  169,  268,  330; 
rept.  of  council  with,  to  be  forwarded, 
415;  sale  of  liquor  to,  prohibited,  642; 
satisfied  with  new  treaties,  389; 
steal  horses,  24,  362,  484,  517;  sur- 
veys depend  on  rels.  with,  219; 
title  to  land  along  L.  Superior  not 
exting.,  291;  title  by  right  of  con- 
quest, 255;  treaty  negots.  discussed, 
149,  219,  327,  352-356,  387-389, 
571;  value  of  goods  given,  at  treaty 
confer.,  388. 

Intruders,  507,  585;  discussed,  152, 
153;  extent  and  character  of  Brit., 
308-310;  measures  against,  discussed, 
463;  memorial  to  Pres.  for  removal, 
280-281;  need  for  action  to  remove, 
147;  on  salt  spgs.  reserv.  discussed, 
278,  302,  394;  opinion  of  atty.  genl. 
on  method  of  removal,  161-162; 
procl.  for  expul.  of,  289-290,  303, 
308;  query  re  measures  to  remove, 
158;  refuse  possess,  to  purchasers, 
451;  removal  discussed,  168,  422 
n.,  586,  593;  timber  exploited  by, 
374-375;  to  be  removed  from  U.S. 
saline  by  White,  416;  to  be  removed 
from  U.S.  Saline  reserve,  47,  382,  416; 
waste  of  land  by,  discussed,  428-429. 

Iowa  Indians,  enter  new  confed.  against 
U.S.,  473;  need  of,  for  trad,  fact.,  540. 


Iowa  River,  exten.  of  Indian  agency 
to  include,  384-385. 

Ireland,  memor.  for  grant  of  land  for 
emigrants  from,  558. 

Irwin,  Matthew,  appd.  factor  at  Green 
Bay,  205-206;  assured  of  support  of 
troops  at  factories,  374;  draws  bill 
in  favor  of  Walker,  370;  instrs.  to, 
re  office  of  factor,  205-1:06;  letter  to 
Sec.  War,  422-423;  letters  ment.  to: 
McKenney,  369,  370,  Mason,  205; 
rept.  by,  on  impositions  of  army 
contractor,  422-425. 

Jackson,  Gen.  Andrew,  231. 

Jackson,   George,  appd.  ensign,  665. 

Jackson,  George  E.,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373. 

Jackson,  John,  mail  contractor,  566. 

Jackson  County,  appts.  in,  654,  655, 
658,  659,  661,  662,  664,  666,  667.  668, 
670,  672;  no  applic.  for  permiss.  to 
settle,  446. 

Jackson  Court  House,  addit.  postal 
schedules  to  Kaskaskia,  460. 

Jacobs,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 

James,  George,  land  improved  by,  447. 

James,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 

Jameson  (Jamison;  Jemmeson;  Jemmi- 
son),  Alexander,  appd.:  capt.,  665, 
j.p.,  648,  656,  672,  lieut.,  662. 

Janis,  Baptiste,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569;  signs  as  ensign,  568. 

Jarrot  (Jarrott),  Nicholas,  appd.:  aide 
de  camp,  634,  j.p.,  622;  letter  ment. 
to  Meigs,  368;  patent  granted  to 
protested,  368;  resigns  as  j.p.,  622  n. 

Jarvais,  John,  Jr.,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Jarvis,  Enos,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Jarvis,  Fields,  appd.  ensign,  661. 

Jarvis,  Franklin,  appd.  capt.,  622. 

Jay  treaty,  294;  prov.  re  fur  trade  dis- 
cussed, 293. 

Jeanvaine,  Jeanbaptiste,  signer,  518. 

Jefferson\'ille  (Indiana  Terr.)  Land  Dis- 
trict, 341;  sales  ment.  in,  336. 

Jenison,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  670. 

Johnson,  Hugh  B.,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214. 

Johnson,  James,  appd.  lieut.,  652. 

Johnson,  James  M.,  recommds.  Dar- 
neille  as  judge,  605. 
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Johnson,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 

Johnson,  John,  of  Vt.,  signer,  323. 

Johnson  (Johnstone),  John  W.,  502, 
charges  by,  against  Boilvin,  528-529; 
confirms  concert  of  Indians  against 
U.S.,  483;  criticizes  method  of  grant, 
trade  licenses,  500-501;  instrs.  ment. 
to,  316;  instrs.  to,  re:  estab.  of  Ft. 
Johnson  trad,  factory,  541-542,  estab. 
of  Prairie  du  Chien  factory,  317; 
laxity  in  grant,  trade  licen.ses  dis- 
cussed by,  500-501;  letters  ment.  to: 
Clark,  526,  McKenney,  594;  letters  to, 
Clark,  528-529,  McKenney.  493, 
500-501 ;  policy  of  sales  by,  discussed, 
699-600;  rept.  by,  re  Amer.  Fur  Co. 
action    discussed,    594-595. 

Johnson,  Nelly,  assault  on,  by  Atcheson 
ment.,  664. 

Johnson,  Richard  M.,  of  Ky.,  informed 
re  non-payt.  of  milit.  staff  of  govr., 
471;  letter  ment.  to  O'Fallon,  406; 
recommds.  Sharp  as  terr.  secy.,  444  n. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  668,  671. 

Johnson,  Thomas,  signer,  459. 

Johnson,  William,  appd.  ensign,  649. 

Johnson  County,  446;  appts.  in,  644, 
645,  646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  662, 
664,  665,  656,  658,  661,  663,  666,  667, 
672;  apportion  of  reps,  from,  644; 
bound.,  643:  estab.,  643;  in  .second 
jud.  circuit,  140,  213;  li.st  of  applies, 
for  permiss.  to  settle,  447;  part  of 
new  jud.  circuit,  65;  place  of  elec.  in, 
644;  time  of  meet,  of  circuit  ct. 
in,  57. 

Johnson  Court  House,  date  of  termin. 
of  contract  for  mail  to,  481 ;  on  post 
route  Kaskaskia-Salem,  510;  postal 
service  to   Ka.skaskia,   653,   611. 

Jones,  Arthur,  signer,  263. 

Jones,  Edward,  letter  to  Meigs,  195. 

Jones,  Henry,  appd.  coroner,  658;  as- 
signs donation  claim.  111;  donation 
claim  confirmed,  111. 

Jones,  Hiram,  appd.  lieut.,  662. 

Jones,  James,  appd.  ensign,  670. 

Jones,  Joel,  signer,  263. 

Jones,  Joseph  P.,  signer,  263. 

Jones,  Martin,  appd.:  census  commr., 
667,  county  judge,  659,  county  survr.. 


669,  ensign,  664;  recommds.  Hardin 

as  dist.  atty.,  605. 

Jones,  Michael,  appd.  j.p.,  646;  entry 
by,  of  salt  spgs.  discussed,  220-221; 
land  entry  on  salt  spgs.,  153;  signer, 
304,  314,  459. 

Jones,  Michael,  22,  175;  appd.:  adj., 
623,  col.,  652;  decisions  and  policy 
criticized,  264-268;  defends  action  re 
preemptioners,  99-100,  105-106;  de- 
sires instrs.  re:  cases  of  excess  and 
deficiency  of  land,  106,  fees  for  final 
certifs.  of  confirmed  claims,  260-261; 
duty  of  issuing  certifs.  of  located 
confirmed  claims  discussed,  297-298; 
informed  of  right  to  receive  fees  and 
commissions,  272;  informs  Sloo  on 
validity  of  certain  donation  claims, 
111;  instrs.  to  re:  credit  and  refunds 
in  land  sales,  127-128,  exchange  of 
patents  issued  by  govr.,  350,  method 
of  returns,  534,  refunds,  195,  revoking 
land  sales  for  taxes,  324,  transfer  of 
land  records  to  Edwardsville  L.O., 
339;  interpret,  by,  of  land  act  of  1815, 
163-165;  letters  ment.  to:  Chouteau, 
572,  Meigs,  121,  127,  128,  167,  195, 
219,  272,  275,  296,  301,  360.  368,  363, 
376,  475,  634.  P.M.G.,  157;  letters  to: 
Meigs,  99-100.  105.  106,  129,  146- 
147,  163-165,  186.  229-230.  260-261, 
275-276,  296-298,  339  340,  356-367, 
446-448,  466-467,  498,  620-521,  Mor- 
row, 119-120.  Sloo.  111.  Tiffin.  162- 
163,  187-188;  memor.  by,  for  addit. 
compens.  for  service,  577-580;  no 
legal  prov.  for  grant,  final  certifs.  by, 
260-261;  opinion  requested  on  feasi- 
bility of  survey.  Miss.  R.  islands, 
219;  opinioTis  re:  bill  for  issuing 
certifs.  of  confirmed  land  claims,  340, 
feasibility  of  survey  of  Miss.  R. 
islands,  229,  lease  of  salt  spgs.,  520- 
621;  policy  as  reg.  approved,  128; 
predicts  increase  of  popul.,  146; 
proposes  subdiv.  and  sale  of  north, 
part  of  dist..  146;  protests  patents  to 
Jarrot.  368;  queries  by,  re:  employ, 
of  attys.  to  aid  in  defense  against 
title  suits,  163,  middle  of  Miss.  R., 
177-178;  recommds.  opening  of  new 
land  sales,  188;  removed  as  lieut.  col., 
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636;  rept.  by,  on  status  of  confirmed, 
unloeated  claims,  163-165;  request  to, 
for  copies  of  private  claims,  112; 
review  of  services  as  land  commr.  and 
reg.,  577-580;  signer,  601;  signs  copy 
of  decision  on  donation  claims,  110; 
transmits  accts.  and  returns,  105,  129, 
146,  162,  163,  186,  229,  260,  275,  296, 
339,  356,  466,  520;  transmits  register 
of  commissions,  446-448.  See  also 
Jones,  Michael,  and  S.  Bond;  Regis- 
ters and  receivers  of  land  offices. 

Jones,  Michael,  and  Backus,  E.,  rept 
discussed  re  Renault's  grant,  466. 

Jones,  Michael,  and  Bond,  S.,  24;  ad- 
vertise proposals  for  lease  of  salt  spgs. 
and  lead  mines,  181;  advise  early  date 
for  pub.  land  sale,  239-240;  ends.: 
adv.  for  applies,  for  lead-mine  leases, 
344,  bonds  of  lead-mine  leases,  529, 
permit  for  mfg.  of  salt,  113;  informed 
on  approval  of:  lead-mine  leases,  497, 
site  for  seminary,  379;  instrs.  to,  re: 
applic.  of  law  on  loc.  of  land  claims, 
28-29,  closing  unfinished  business 
prior  to  land  sale,  256,  distrib.  of  land 
laws,  331,  lease  of  salt  spgs.,  128,  lease 
of  salt  spgs.  and  lead  mines  in  Kaskas- 
kia  dist.,  48,  reserved  lands  for  schools, 
25-26,  sale  of  fract.  sees.,  32;  issue 
permit  for  mfg.  of  salt,  115-116; 
letters  merit,  to:  Meigs,  46, 128, 256, 275, 
357, 377, 381, 392,  497,  532,  Messinger, 
364,  Tiffin,  13,  18,  25,  28;  letters  to: 
Meigs,  11-12,  33,  113-115,  181, 
239-240,  344-345,  364,  370,  437-438, 
529-530,  Tiffin,  13-15,  18-20,  31-32, 
37-40,  152,  300-301;  new  act  re  land 
claims  sent  to,  145-146;  petition  by, 
for  add.  compens.  as  reg.  and  rec, 
129-135;  predict  increase  of  popul., 
152;  propose  subdiv.  and  sale  of  add. 
tract,  152;  queries  by,  re:  preemption 
and  confirm,  of  land  claims,  18-20, 
preemption  in  reserved  tracts,  13-15; 
queries  to,  re:  amt.  of  reserved  land 
subject  to  sale,  114,  status  of  land 
claims  and  sale  of  pub.  lands,  16; 
recommds.:  appt.  of  agt.  for  lead 
mines,  371,  Humphreys  as  agt.  for 
lead  mines,  371,  381,  share  of  lead- 
mine  product,  in  lieu  of  cash,  370-371, 


tp.  for  seminary  of  learning,  364; 
repts.  by,  re:  begin,  of  pub.  land  sales, 
437-438,  conflict  over  private  claims, 
162-163,  preemption  and  unloeated 
claims,  31-32,  problem  of  exec,  land- 
claims  law,  11-12,  progress  in  loc. 
private  claims  and  sales  to  preemp- 
tioners,  37-40;  to  select  school  lands, 
331. 

Jones,  Michael,  and  Caldwell,  J.,  letter 
ment.  to  survr.  genl.,  13. 

Jones,  Judge  Obadiah,  102. 

Jones,  Patterson,  signer,  263. 

Jones,  Rice,  murder  of,  621. 

Jones,  Richard  T.,  appd.  lieut.,  665; 
signer,  459. 

Jones,  Thomas,  signer,  263. 

Jones,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  646, 
county  judge,  659,  county  treas.,  651, 
j.p.,  668;  land  claim  discussed,  131, 
132. 

Jones,  — ,  compass  stolen,  440-441. 

Jordan  (Jordon),  Caleb,  appd.  capt., 
664;  mail  contractor,  566. 

Jordan,  Elias,  appd.  capt.,  656. 

Jordin,  Jairus,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 

Jordon,  James,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 

Jordon,  Joshua,  signer,  30. 

Jordon,  William,  appd.  ensign,  656; 
signer,  30. 

Jordon's,  on  post  route,  Shawneetown- 
Ste.  Genevieve,  509. 

Jouett,  Charles,  accepts  appt.  as  Indian 
agt.,  191;  appd.  Indian  agt.  at: 
Green  Bay,  206,  Chicago,  318;  ap- 
peals to  Cass  for  new  agency  bldgs., 
478;  commiss.  as  Indian  agt.,  190- 
191;  confirmed  as  Indian  agt.,  587  n.; 
denies  trad,  license  to  Barreaux,  444; 
desires  interp.  at  agency,  418;  dis- 
cusses strategic  commer.  import,  of 
Chicago  Indian  agency,  557-558; 
instrs.  to,  re:  exclus.  of  foreign  trade, 
561-562,  fix.  bound,  of  Chicago 
agency,  515-516;  letters  ment.  to: 
Cass,  478,  508,  516-517,  Clark,  517, 
Edwards,  517,  Pres.,  524;  letters  to: 
Cass,  418,  478-479,  516-517,  557-558, 
Sec.  War,  206-207,  442-444,  Sec.  War 
(act.),  191,  204-205;  opposes  employ, 
of  mechanics  for  Indians,  4^2-443; 
recommds.  Potawatomi  annuities  pay- 


For  idetUical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67^. 


706 


INDEX 


able  at  Chicago,  443,  444;  repts.  by, 
re:  efforts  to  reach  post  at  Green  Bay, 
204-205,  Indian  affairs,  516-517, 
prog,  in  reach.  Green  Bay,  206-207; 
repts.  to  Gov.  Cass,  of  Mich.  Terr., 
206;  request  to  exchange  Green  Bay 
post  for  Chicago  post  approved,  191  n. 

Jourdin,  Joseph,  signer,  518. 

Jourdon  (Jordon),  Arthur,  appd.  lieut., 
633;  removed,  637. 

Journal  of  Executive  Proceedings,  see 
f^xecutive  Register. 

Journey  (Jurney),  William,  appd.  en- 
sign, 662,  669. 

Judy,  Isaac,  appd.  lieut.,  672. 

Judy  (Judey),  Samuel,  appd.:  capt.,  630, 
649,  col.,  651,  common-pleas  judge, 
644,  county  judge,  654,  j.p.,  668,  lieut. 
622,  major,  641;  chm.  Madison  Co. 
meet.,  426,  427;  raises  company  of 
rangers,  137,  138;  resigns  as  col.,  657. 

Jurney,  Nathaniel,  appd.  capt.,  641. 

Jusomme,  Ren6,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  570. 

Justice  of  the  peace,  law  enacted  re 
appeals  from,  631,  632;  tenure,  621, 
622,  623,  624,  625,  626,  628;  to  enforce 
prod,  re  sale  of  liquor  to  Indians,  642. 
See  also  Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by 
govr.,  civil. 

Kane,  Elias  K.,  appd.  circuit  judge,  668; 
chosen  secy,  of  state  of  III.,  613;  de- 
clines appt.  as  circuit  judge,  668; 
letter  ment.  to  Harden,  613;  letter  to 
Mears,  609;  recommds.:  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605,  Mears  as  dist.  atty., 
613;  signer,  601. 

Kankakee  (Kankekee)  River,  557.  See 
also  Thekiki  River. 

Kaskaskia  (111.  Terr.),  68,  86,  114,  174 
196,  210,  228,  324,  366.  400,  417,  419, 
469,  556,  557,  612;  addit.  schedules  to 
Jackson  Ct.  H.,  460;  commrs.  appd. 
to  locate  road  from,  to  Shawneetown, 
361;  court  held  at,  under  N.  W.  Terr., 
101,  102;  dist.  to  Prairie  du  Chien, 
594  n.;  elec.  to  be  held  in,  644;  failure 
of  postal  service  to,  584 ;  genl.  ct.  held 
at,  66,  95;  mail  carriage  to,  from 
Shawneetown  discussed,  507;  Miami 
Indiansstop  at,  34;  no  bank  near,  121; 
For  identical  names, 


not  suitable  as  meet,  place  with  In- 
dians, 348;  on  post  route,  Shawnee- 
town-Ste.  Genevieve,  509;  post  route 
to  Salem  (Ky.),  510;  postal  schedule 
to  Belville,  595;  postal  schedules,  509, 
510;  postal  service:  574,  to  Cahokia, 
570,  to  Johnson  Ct.  H.,  553,  611,  to 
St.  Charles  (Mo.  Terr.),  328  n.,  509; 
proposed  road  from,  to  Shawneetown, 
386;  query  on  terms  for  second  weekly 
mail  to:  St.  Louis,  553-554,  Shawnee- 
town, 553-554;  road  from  Shawnee- 
town under  construe,  592-593;  seat 
of:  ct.  of  appeals,  141,  142,  Randolph 
Co.,  644,  terr.  govt.,  621,  642,  643, 
645,  terr.  sup.  ct.,  52;  selected  as 
office  of  mail  distrib.,  459,  460;  survey 
of  road  from  Shawneetown  to,  not 
reed.,  558. 

Kaskaskia  Indians,  433;  alter,  of  bound, 
with,  recommd.,  359;  annuities  dis- 
cussed, 33-34,  35,  253,  327,  432,  433, 
436;  attacked  by  hostile,  126;  cede 
saline  to  U.  S.,  33;  claim  to  lands 
south  of  111.  R.  discussed,  485-486, 
487;  claims  discussed,  550;  conclus.  of 
treaty  of  cession  with,  607  n.;  food 
and  clothes  ordered  for,  34-35;  interp. 
appd.  to,  254,  402;  new  land  cessions 
by,  recommd.,  482,  503,  505,  506;  new 
treaty  negots.  to  be  opened  with,  543; 
part  of  111.  nation,  255;  plight  dis- 
cu.siied,  33-34,  35;  propo.sed  treaty 
with,  563;  reserv.  of,  survd.,  243;  sub- 
div.  and  sale  of  purch.  from,  146; 
supplies  for,  approved,  126;  treaty 
with,  discussed,  34,  482. 

Kaskaskia  Land  District,  203,  300,  358, 
470,  533;  addit.  compens.  to  reg.  and 
rec.  recommd.,  117,  119-120,  123; 
amt.  of  land  likely  to  sell  in  first  year, 
114;  applic.  of  land  laws  criticized, 
263-268;  approp.  of  land  for  con- 
firmed claims,  272;  begin,  of  pub.  land 
sale  in,  437-438;  Bond  commd.  rec. 
in,  48;  complet.  of  connected  plats 
discussed,  411;  confirm,  of  land  claims 
discussed,  476-477 ;  contract  for  survey, 
160-161;  instrs.  re  lease  of  salt  spgs. 
and  lead  mines,  48;  islands  in  Miss. 
R.  attached  to,  229;  loc.  of  confirmed 
claims  discussed,  279;  manner  of  sur- 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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vey  explained,  159  n.;  new  land  dist. 
carved  out  of,  337;  no  action  taken 
on  survey  of  north,  part,  167;  officers 
of,  lease  lead  mines,  388;  permit  and 
lease  for  mfg.  of  salt,  115-116;  plans 
discussed  on  pub.  land  sale,  256,  338, 
339;  plat  of,  sent  to  reg.,  136;  pre- 
emption and  unlocated  land  claims 
discussed,  129-135;  proposals  by  offi- 
cers of,  for  lead-mine  leases,  sus- 
pended, 392;  pub.  land  sale,  117; 
query  re  status  of  surveys,  15;  re- 
duction in  size,  345;  reg.  of  applies,  to 
settle,  447;  rept.  re  status  of  surveys, 
174-179;  reservs.  of  sec.  16  discussed, 
13;  review  of  completed  survey,  240- 
243;  sale  of  land  in:  discussed,  239- 
240,  for  taxes  discussed,  449-450;  site 
of  seminary  of  learning  locd.  in,  376, 
377;  specimen  of  tp.  plat,  40;  status 
of  reserved  lands,  114;  status  of  sur- 
veys, 158-160;  status  of  unloc.  con- 
firm, land  claims,  306;  survey  in,  24, 
347;  sur\-ey  of  north,  part  of,  urged, 
300-301;  survey  of  tract  north  of, 
proposed,  251,  252;  tp.  plats  of:  reed, 
by  G.L.O.,  148,  sent  to  G.L.O.,  136, 
154,  208;  unloe.  claims  discussed,  356- 
357. 
Kaskaskia  Land  Office,  297,  331,  368, 
489,  572;  closed  temporarily,  33;  duty 
of  issuing  certifs.  to  land  claimants, 
27,  28-29;  estab.  of,  272;  examin.  of, 
discussed,  403;  first  business  to 
satisfy  unloe.  claims  and  preemptions, 
175-176;  insirs.  to:  discussed  on  keep, 
books,  27,  officers  of,  298,  reg.  and 
rec.  on  applic.  of  law  for  loc.  land 
claims,  28-29,  reg.  and  rec.  on  sale  of 
fract.  see.,  32;  little  business  done  in 
1815,  288;  methods  of  rec.  discussed, 
50;  officers  to  publ.  procl.  for  land 
sale,  343;  procl.  of  land  sale,  340-342; 
prog,  in  settle,  of  preemption  and 
unloc.  claims  issue,  37-39;  prog,  of 
business  in,  260-261;  ree.  to  credit 
land  claimants,  27;  recommd.  as 
place  for  payt.  of  fees  to  survrs., 
351;  record,  of  unloc.  claims  by,  46; 
reg.  to  collect  commiss.  but  not  fees 
for  certifs.,  272;  resign,  of  rec,  609; 
rets,  discussed,  46-47;  review  of  serv- 


ices of  Jones  as  reg.,  577-580;  sales 
to  preemptioners  discussed,  46;  sup- 
plies for:  requested,  123-124,  sent 
from  Cincinnati  L.O.,  144;  transfer 
of  records  to  Edwardsville  L.O., 
discussed,  411. 

Kaskaskia  River,  172,  241,  249,  322, 
595;  floods  on,  330;  surveys:  along, 
252,  311,  330,  364,  365,  unfinished 
on,  283. 

Kealough  (Keelough),  David,  appd.: 
county  judge,  663,  j.p.,  668. 

Kealough,  Ebenezer,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Keane,  — ,  interest  in  appt.  of  judge,  216. 

Keith  (Kieth),  Abner,  appd.  j.p.,  667. 

Kelley,  William,  signer,  315. 

Kellog,  William,  signer,  459. 

Kelly,  James,  reeommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Kelso,  John,  signer,  561. 

Kelso,  Thomas,  signer,  561. 

Kennedy,  James,  signer,  30,  263. 

Kennedy  (Kenndy),  Joseph,  signer,  263. 

Kennedy,  Samuel  S.,  appd.  j.p.,  622; 
removed,  629. 

Kennedy  (Kenneday),  Thomas,  appd. 
j.p.,  650;  resigns,  656  n.;  signer,  30, 
263. 

Kennerly,  George,  appd.  capt.,  649. 

Kennerly,  James,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Kentucky,  36,  84,  105,  207,  211,  218, 
222,  267,  329,  409,  470,  478;  Edwards 
appd.  go\T.  from,  247,  624;  laws 
adopted  from,  628,  631,  632,  635, 
636;  members  of  bar  recommd.  Dar- 
neille  as  judge,  604-605;  salary  of 
judges  discussed,  102;  salines  in,  313, 
314;  settlers  from,  268;  survrs.  from, 
307;  Towles  appd.  judge  from,  233, 
287;  troops  called  from,  by  Edwards, 
471. 

Kentucky  River,  341. 

Kenyon,  Henry,  appd.:  adjut.,  638;  647, 
county  treas.,  656,  lieut.  634;  refuses 
appt.  as  lieut.,  637-638;  signer,  314, 
459. 

Kerkendal,  Stephen,  appd.  ensign,  643. 

Kerr,  Daniel,  witness  to  contract,  184. 

Kickapoo  Indians,  433,  478;  accorap. 
Potawatomi  to  St.  Louis,  354;  annui- 
ties discussed,  432,  436;  appt.  of  agt. 
recommd.,  401;  attend  council  with 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67^. 
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other  hostile  tribes,  484;  call  council, 
484;  claims  of:  discussed,  550,  south 
of  111.  R.  discussed,  505-506:  desire 
annuities  paid  at  Kaskaskia,  253; 
difficulty  in  manag.  after  war,  348- 
349;  enter  new  confed.  against  U.S., 
473;  hostile  concert  with  other  tribes, 
504;  hunt,  grounds  south  of  111.  R., 
485;  interp.  appt.  to,  254;  joined  by 
Piankashaw,  432;  losses  at  Peoria 
Lake  battle,  34;  need  for  trad,  fac- 
tory, 540;  new  treaty  negots.  to  be 
opened  with,  543;  proposed  treaty, 
563;  reluctant  to  attend  council  with 
Edwards,  483;  treaty  discussed,  387- 
389;  under  auth.  of  Edwards,  145. 

Kidd,  Robert,  108;  donation  right  dis- 
cus.sed,  110. 

Kilton,  Thomas,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 

Kimberly,  Samuel  W.,  appd.  lieut.,  648. 

Kimmel,  Peter,  applic.  for  print,  fwd. 
to  Sec.  State,  562;  auth.  to  print  laws 
to  be  fwd.  to,  571;  desires  to  .secure 
pub.  print.,  556,  557;  letter  to  Pope, 
556-557;  plan  of  to  publish  the  HI. 
Emigrant,  556. 

Kimmel,  Peter,  and  Eddy,  H.,  letter 
to  Sec.  State,  596. 

Kinder,  George,  appd.  capt.,  665. 

King,  Robert,  186;  draughtsman, G.L.O., 
duties  and  salary,  42. 

Kingston,  Paul,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Kinkaid,  George,  appd.:  j.p.,  668,  to 
office,  657. 

Kinkaid,  George  W.,  appd.  major,  669. 

Kinnerly,  George  H.,  and  James, 
merchants  of  St.  Louis,  bills  drawn 
in  favor  of,  610. 

Kinney,  Andey,  signer,  269. 

Kinney,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  622. 

Kinney,  William,  recommds.  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605. 

Kinny,  Joseph,  Jr.,  signer,  269. 

Kinny,  Joseph,  Sr.,  signer,  269. 

Kinny,  Samuel,  signer,  269. 

Kinny,  William,  signer,  269. 

Kinny,  Winder,  signer,  269. 

Kinzie,  John,  appd.  interp.  at  Chicago, 
524;  letters  ment.  to:  Cass,  508,  Pres., 
524;  letter  to  Cass,  201-202;  observs. 
by,  on  Indian  trade  and  navig., 
201-202;  resid.  of,  557. 

For  identieal  names, 


Kirkpatrick,  J.,  recommds.  Hardin  as 

dist.  atty.,  605. 

Kirkpatrick,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  659. 

Kirkpatrick,  Thomas,  appd.:  common- 
pleas  judge,  646,  county  judge,  650, 
654,  659,  j.p.,  667;  elec.  to  be  held 
in  house  of,  644;  house  of,  seat  of 
Madi!!on  Co.,  643;  signer,  601. 

Kitchell  (Kitchel),  Joseph,  appd.:  capt., 
669,  j.p.,  669. 

Kitchens,  Charles,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Knox,  Jonathan,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Knox  County  (Indiana),  185  n. 

Kuykendall,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 

Labarge,  FVancis,  ranger  co.,  138. 

La  Baye  (Bay),  402;  Brit,  settlers  at, 

308. 
Laccont,  Pierre,  appd.  major,  636. 
La   Coste,   Louis,   volun.   under   G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Lacey,  Caleb,  appd.  ensign,  665. 
Lacey,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  630,  lieut., 

646;    depos.    ment.    re    Lusk,    110; 

resigns  as  capt.,  630  n. 
Lachance,  Antoine,  appd.  ensign,  623. 
Lachance,  Nicholas,  volun.  under  G.  R. 

Clark,  569. 
LaChappelle,  Antoine,  appd.  capt.,  622. 
Lachene,  Andre,  signer,  518. 
Laciere,  Michel,  appd.  lieut.,  665. 
Lacy,  Robert,  appd.  county  judge,  655; 

resigns,  662. 
Laffert,  Peter,  signer,  314. 
Lafferty    (Laffarty),    Cornelius,    appd. 

j.p.,  668;  recommds.  Hardin  as  dist. 

atty.,  605;  signer,  459. 
Lafleur    (La    Fleurre),    Pierre,    volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Lake  Erie,  154,  156,  206,  384,  517,  557. 
Lake  Huron,  282. 
Lake  Michigan,  155,  219,  319,  321,  322, 

384,  387.  388,  398,  419,  433,  446,  516, 

517,  550,  557,  589,  610;  bound,  line 

of    Indian    ce.ssion,    485;    campaign 

urged  against  Indians  on,  36;  hostility 

of  Indians  bet.,  and  Miss.   R.,   363; 

import,  in  trade  and  navig.,  201;  need 

for  garrisons  on,  discussed,  204;  rels. 

with  Indians  bet.,  and  Miss.  R.,  348. 
Lake  Pepin,  574. 

Lake  Superior,  379,  407,  433;  bill  for 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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open,  copper  mines  rejected  in  Senate, 
296;  character  and  control  of  fur 
trade  on,  292-293,  294,  295;  Chip- 
pewa Indians  on,  292;  Indian  title 
to  land  along,  not  exting.,  291;  no 
American  settle,  on,  292;  presence 
of  copper  mines  on,  discussed,  290- 
291,  292,  293,  295;  water  connec. 
with  Miss.  R.,  294. 

LaLande,  Alexandre,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

LaMarche,  Antoine,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

LaMarche,  Louis,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Lameson,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 

Lamkin  (Lamkins),  Jepthah,  appd. 
ensign,  665,  671. 

Lampkin,  Wood,  appd.  capt.,  662. 

Land,  admin,  of  sale  of,  discussed,  41- 
42;  begin,  of  pub.  sale,  437-438;  Brit, 
grants  survd.,  243;  certifs.  of  con- 
firmed claims  discussed,  50;  circ. 
letter  ment.  re  permiss.  to  settle  pub. 
lands,  338;  claimants  excluded  from 
lands  by  intruders,  147;  claims  dis- 
cussed, 275-276,  572,  577-580;  comm. 
not  allowed  for  confirm,  unloc.  claims, 
144;  confirm,  loc.  claims  discussed, 
340;  confirm,  of  claims  by  go\TS.  dis- 
cussed, 150-151,  476-477;  confirm,  of 
unloc.  tracts  of  claimants  discussed, 
256  n.;  confirm,  of  claims:  in  paj-t.  for 
new  lands  discussed,  475-476,  reed, 
in  payt.  of  public,  438;  conflict  bet. 
preemptions  and  reserved  rights  to, 
discussed,  13-15,  18-19,  21-23,  31-32, 
33,  37-40;  date  of  pub.  sale,  239-240; 
defects  in  laws  re,  discussed,  13-15, 
18-19,  21-22;  districts  estab.  for 
sale  of,  358;  doc.  sources  for  surveys 
and  sale  of  pub.,  342  n.;  donation 
grants  surveyed,  243;  entries  of 
mineral  and  salt,  discussed,  153, 
220-221 ;  estab.  of  4th  prin.  meridian, 
184,  248-249,  250,  251-252,  258,  259; 
extent  of  reserves  in  Shawneetown 
dist.,  112-113;  final  certifs.  of  confirm. 
of  claims  discussed,  260-261 ;  final 
confirm,  of  claims  discussed,  488; 
fiscal  aspect  of  settle,  of  land  claim, 
131-135;    forfeitures    discussed,    186, 

For  identical  names,  see 


195;  Fr.  grants  survd.,  243;  further 
survey  recommd.,  533;  hist,  sources 
of  claims  to,  19  n.;  instrs.:  needed  on 
preemption  and  unloc.  claims,  165- 
166,  on  refunds,  189,  sale  of  fract. 
sees.,  32;  interp.  of  act  of  1815, 
163-165;  intruders  discussed,  152, 
153;  Kaskaskia  Indian  reserv.  survd., 
243;  law  on  claimants  enacted  by 
go\T.  and  judges,  635;  law  on  preemp- 
tion and  unloc.  claims  discussed, 
163-165;  loc.  confirmed  claims  cannot 
be  patented,  296-298;  loc.  of  claims 
discussed,  11-12,  13,  26,  28-29;  loc. 
of  preemption  and  donation  claims 
discussed,  118-121,  122-123;  memor. 
for:  extens.  of  time  for  loc.  of  con- 
firmed claims,  279,  grant  of  improv. 
rights,  268-269;  method  of:  enter, 
unloc.  confirm,  claims  to  owner, 
50-51,  making  returns  on  the  sale  of, 
531-532,  record,  proofs  of  confirmed 
unloc.  claims  discussed,  231-232; 
militia  donations  survd.,  243;  papers 
on  claims  discussed,  149-150;  permiss. 
to  settle  pub.,  discussed,  498;  "peti- 
tions: for  preemption  rights,  29-30, 
for  relief  from  alleged  unjust  oper. 
of  laws  on  claims  to,  261-268,  from 
eastern  states  for  grant,  321-324; 
practice  of  L.O.  in  transfer  of  confirm, 
claims  discussed,  298-299;  preemption 
discussed,  130;  prep,  for  sale  of,  338, 
339;  price  of:  at  first  pub.  sale,  437- 
438,  timber,  17;  private  claims: 
discussed,  125,  188,  ment.,  331; 
probable  price  ment.,  329;  proced. 
for  clear,  chain  of  title  to,  167-168; 
procl.  for:  first  pub.  sale,  340-342, 
sale  of,  592,  sale  of  distrib.,  343;  prog, 
in  settle,  of  preemption  and  unloc. 
claims,  37-39;  pub.  sale:  discussed, 
146,  152,  ment.,  345,  planned,  338, 
339,  postponed,  331;  queries  re: 
date  of  sale,  15,  16,  disposal  of  surplus 
confirm,  claims,  492,  increase  of  down 
payt.,  382,  394-395;  recommd.  re 
mineral,  referred  to  Sec.  Treas.,  47 
record,  of  unloc.  claims,  45,  46 
refunds  discussed,  186,  195,  220-221 
225-226;  reg.  of  applic.  to  settle,  447 
removal  of  intruders  discussed,  158 
index  note,  p.  67i. 
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reserv.  of  sec.  16  discussed,  13,  265; 
reserved  for  educ.  not  open  to  pre- 
emption or  loc.  of  claims,  25-26; 
sale  of:  discussed,  18  19,  127, 129-130, 
impeded,  11-12,  preempted,  46,  pre- 
emption discussed,  97-98,  prepared 
for,  336,  pub.  discussed,  50,  saline 
reservs.  to  occur,  590,  to  begin  at 
Shawneetown,  24-25,  unloc.  claims 
discussed,  480;  selec.  of  school  tracts, 
331;  settle,  of  claims  discussed,  27; 
Sloo's  mode  of  pay.  1st  instals. 
approved,  416;  specul.  in,  discussed, 
14,  15;  status  of  titles  at  Green  Bay 
discussed,  518,  519-520;  stock  not 
to  be  received  in  payt.  for,  144; 
surveys:  discussed,  9,  in  Shawnee- 
town, 25,  private  claims  discussed, 
24,  reserv.  tracts,  discu.s.scd,  13-14; 
tp.  reserv.  for  seminary,  15-16;  treas. 
notes  to  be  received  in  payt.  for,  144; 
unloc.  claims  discussed,  122-123, 
124,  127,  130,  146,  152,  163,  163-165, 
175,  356-357,  363;  unloc.  confirm, 
claims  discussed,  306,  531.  See  also 
Intruders;  Military  bounty  lands; 
Preemption;  Surveys. 

Land  Commissioners,  decisions,  dis- 
cussed, 267,  298  decline  acting  on 
Loulier's  claim,  572;  duties  discussed, 
577-580;  secrecy  of  procs.  discussed, 
450. 

Land  offices,  office  procedure,  144. 

Lane,  John,  appd.  capt.,  656. 

Langford,  Eli,  404. 

Langston,  Nathan,  appd.  ensign,    649 

Languido  (Languedoc),  John  Baptiste, 
signer,  30. 

Langworthy,  Rudolphus,  appd.  j. p.,  672. 

LaPans6,  Antoine,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  570. 

LaPansS,  Franjois,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  570. 

LaPans6  (Lapance),  Janot,  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  570. 

Larkins,  Vincent,  appd.  lieut.,  641. 

Larock,  Bazille,  signer,  519. 

Laurens  Court  House  (Mo.  Terr.), 
on  post  route,  St.  Louis-Ark.  Post, 
510. 

Lavigne,  Antoine,  signer,  568;  volun. 
under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 


Lavillere,   Pierre,  ranger  co.,   138. 

Lavoillet,  Joseph,  signer,  30. 

Lavoillet,  — ,  signer,  30. 

Lavoinne  (Lavoie;  Lavoy),  Joseph, 
volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Lavoye,  Isadore,  land  claim  described, 
572. 

Lawrison,  Thomas,  appd.:  capt.,  652, 
county    survr.,    654,    j.p.,   652,   655. 

Laws,  enactment  by  govr.  and  judges, 
listed,  625,  626,  628-629,  631-632, 
638;  ment.  re:  approps.,  629,  arrearages 
and     fees,     628,     common-pleas    ct., 

625,  county  cts.,  628,  county  levies, 
628,  fees  in  sup.  (genl.)  ct.,  629, 
frauds  and  perjuries,  628,  guarding 
of  county  jails,  629,  killing  of  wolves, 
638,    repeal    of    certain    laws,    625, 

626,  628,  631,  632,  return  of  taxable 
property  in  Randolph  Co.,  629-630, 
sup.  (genl.)  ct.,  628;  text  re  estab. 
sup.   ct.,   55-65. 

Laws,  — ,  425. 

Leach,  Francis,  applic.  to  explore  for 
salt  deposits  discussed,  237,  appd. 
paymaster,  638. 

Lead,  legis.  rpsol.  approv.  addit.  duty 
on   foreign,   482-483. 

Lead  mines,  202,  344,  374,  422,  479; 
auth.  to  lease  given  to  Bond,  306  n.; 
confined  to  Indian  land  cessions, 
criticized,  529-530;  data  re  to  be 
collected,  367;  discovery  of  possible, 
153;  Dubuque  discussed,  384-385; 
in  Sauk  and  Fox  cession,  proposed 
annex,  to  Kaskaskia  dist.,  181; 
instrs.  re  lease  of,  48;  lease  of: 
approved,  497,  by  Kaskaskia  land 
dist.  officer,  388,  discussed,  358, 
383-384,  in  Sauk  and  Fox  country, 
344-345,  opposed  by  Indians,  346, 
postponed,  475,  to  Morrison  re- 
commd.,  324-325;  list  of  proposals 
for  lease  of:  discussed,  371  373,  466, 
laid  before  Sec.  Treas.,  381,  publ., 
181,  suspended,  392;  provis.  in 
Indian  treaties,  388;  queries  on  leases 
for,  532;  recommd.  re  type  of  rent  for, 
370-371;  refund  for  payt.  of  land 
containing  assured,  168;  rept.  and 
map,  in  Shawneetown  dist.,  455-456; 
reserv.   of,   discussed,  220-221,  341; 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67U- 
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resol.  of  Congress  discussed  on  value 
and  disposal  of,  381. 

Leadbetter,  Asa,  appd.:  j.p.,  662,  lieut., 
639;  promoted  to  capt.,  663. 

Leak,  Joel,  appd.  ensign,  669. 

Leavans,  Henry,  appd.  j.p.,  623. 

Leavans  (Leavons),  Thomas,  appd.: 
capt.,  622,  major,  630. 

Leavens,  Bazil,  appd.  lieut.,  634. 

Leavenworth,  Col.  Henry,  informed  on 
method  of  acquir.  bounty  lands,  521- 
522;  letter  ment.  to  Meigs,  521. 

Leavett,  Abijah,  appd.  adjut.,  664. 

Le  Baron,  Francis,  granted  exclusive 
right  in  bill,  295-296;  memor.  for 
right  to  open  and  work  copper  mines, 
290-291;  queries  and  answers  by, 
on  copper  deposits  and  fur  trade  of  L. 
Superior,  291-295. 

LeClair  (LeClaire),  Antoine,  goods  con- 
fiscated, 545;  signs  affid.,  553. 

LeConte,  Pierre,  appd.:  capt.,  630, 
lieut.,  623. 

Lecroix,  Michael,  goods  seized  by 
Craig,  544-545. 

Ledbetter,  Eisey,  appd.  lieut.,  634. 

Ledoux,  Charles,  land  claim  discussed, 
472. 

Lee,  Benoni,  appd.:  county  judge,  654, 
j.p.,  667. 

Lee,  James,  appd.  ensign,  634; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214. 

Lee,  Samuel,  Jr.,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373. 

Lee,  Samuel,  Sr.,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  372. 

Leech,  Humphries,  signer,  315. 

Lemen  (Lemmon;  Lemon),  James,  Jr., 
fine  against,  remitted,  642. 

Lemen  (Lemmon;  Lemon),  James,  Sr., 
appd.:  county  judge,  653,  j.p.,  622; 
fine  against,  remitted,  642. 

Lemen  (Lemmon;  Lemon),  Robert, 
appd.  j.p.,  638. 

Leonard,  William,  appd.  ensign,  670. 

Lerner,  James,  Jr.,  signer,  601. 

Lespagnolle,  Andre,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Levens,  Isaiah,  appd.  lieut.,  630. 

Levering,  Samuel,  appt.:  capt.,  636, 
lieut.,  633;  death  of,  637. 

Levert,  John,  signer,  323. 

For  identical  names,  ; 


Levins,  Henry,  appd.  capt.,  639. 
Levins,    Otho,   appd.:  capt.,    630,    649, 

652,    ensign,    641;    resigns    as    capt., 

630  n. 
Levins,  Thomas,  appd.  lieut.  col.,  636. 
Lewis,     H.     K.,     of     Ky.,     recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Lewis,  Gov.  Meriwether,  of  La.  Terr., 

requis.  by,  of  fugit.  from  justice,  629. 
Lewis,  Peter,  appd.  capt.,  664. 
Lieutenant   colonel   of   militia,   tenure, 

622.       See     also     Illinois     Territory, 

appts.  by  govr.,  militia. 
Lieutenant  of  militia,  tenure,  622,  623. 

See  also  Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by 

govr.,  militia. 
Lindley,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  636. 
Lindsay,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  654. 
Lisje,  Pierre,  appd.  lieut.,  622,  630. 
Lisles,    James,    wounded    in    relief    of 

Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 
Little,  Joseph,  signer,  263. 
Little    Muddy    River,    on   post   route, 

Shawneetown-Ste.  Genevieve,  509. 
Little   Shawnee    (Mo.   Terr.),   on   post 

route,  Ste.  Genevieve-New  Madrid, 

510. 
Little  Wabash  River,  344. 
Lively,  Amos,  appd.  ensign,  663. 
Lock,  James,  oath  ment.  re  diet,  from 

Kaskaskia  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  594  n. 
Lockhart,  Bird,  appd.  coroner,  649. 
Lockhart,    Charles,    dep.    survr.,    work 

characterized,   192,   193;  engaged  to 

survey  islands  in  Miss.  R.,  177. 
Lockhart   (Lockart),  John,  appd.  j.p., 

662. 
Lockhart,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  661. 
Lofton,  John  G.,  appd.:  common-pleas 

judge,   644,   county  judge,   650,  j.p., 

626;  resigns  from  legis.  council,  670; 

signs  legis.  resol.,  483. 
Lofton,  Thomas,  appd.  lieut.,  662. 
Lorton,  John,  appd.  capt.,  661. 
Louisiana  Territory,  620;  pay  of  land 

commrs.     in,     579;     Pope     commd. 

secy,  from,  619. 
Louisville  (Ky.),  123,  408;  postal  service 

to,  149. 
Loulier,  Toussaint,  land  claim  described, 

572. 
Louton,  John,  appd.  capt.,  636. 
;e  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Louvier    (Louviere),    Antoine,    appd.: 

ensign,  630,  lieut.,  636. 
Lowry,   William,   letter  to  Sec.   State, 

438-439;     recommds.     Morrison     as 

terr.  secy.,  438-439. 
Lucas,  Fielding,  signer,  263. 
Lucas,  John,  appd.  ensign,  639;  signer, 

314. 
Lucas,  Capt.  — ,  declines  challenge  by 

Benton,  439. 
Lunceford,   George,  land   confirm,  dis- 
cussed, 469. 
Lunsford,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Lurton,  Jacob,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
Lusk,  George  Vance,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 
Lusk,  James,  estab.  by,  of  tavern  and 

ferry,  110;  widow  of,  clears  land,  110. 
Lusk,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
Lusk,  John  T.,  appd.  j.p.,  659. 
Lusk,  Vance,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 
Lusk's  Creek,  bound,  line  Gallatin  and 

Johnson  counties,  643. 
Lusk's  Ferry,  108;  estab.  of,  110. 
Lynch,  Daniel,  appd.  ensign,  656. 
Lyon,  Mathew,  mail  contractor,  566. 

McAllister,    Archibald,   appd.    coroner, 

648. 
McArthur,  Gen.  Duncan,  125;  appd.  to 

hold  treaties  with  Ohio  Indians,  524. 
McArthur,  John,  fails  to  execute  mail 

contracts,  157;  mail  contractor,  570; 

mail  contracts  ment.,  328;  query  on 

record  as  mail  contractor,  143-144. 
McBride,   William,   appd:   ensign,   622, 

lieut.,  630,  652;  resigns  as  lieut.,  663. 
McBride,  William,  Jr.,  appd.  capt.,  663. 
McCam,  Daniel,  land  claim,  469. 
M'Carty    (McArty),    Richard,    volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
McClintoc,   David,  recommds.   Towles 

as  judge,  214. 
McClintoc,  Samuel,  recommds.  Hardin 

as  dist.  atty.,  605. 
McClinton,  Samuel,  recommd.  as  dist. 

survT.,  225. 
McClure,  Andrew,  appd.  ensign,  658. 
McCombe,  Joseph,  appd.  capt.,  658. 
McCommick,    William,    appd.,   ensign, 

639. 
McConnell,  John,  signer,  30. 
McConniel,  John,  signer,  263. 

For  identical  names, 


McCool,  I.,  signer,  314. 

McCoy,  William,  appd.  census  commr., 
667;  signer,  315. 

McCrary,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  659. 

McCreary,  John,  appd.:  census  commr., 
670,  j.p.,  666;  declines  appt.  as  census 
commr.,  671. 

McCulIom,  Ed,  signer,  601. 

McDaniel.  William,  appd.  lieut.,  630. 

McDonald,  James,  compass  stolen,  440; 
prog,  of  surveys  by,  258;  recommd. 
as  asst.  survr.,  234;  surv.  contract, 
185  n. 

McDonald  (McDonnald),  John,  284; 
contract  to  survey,  extract,  185  n.; 
engaged  in  survey  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  239;  informs  Rector  of  theft  of 
compas.ses,  441;  letters  to:  William 
Rector,  441 ,  Tiffin,  234  235;  part  of,  in 
survey  of  milit.  bounty  lands,  230, 
248-249;  observs.  by,  on  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  234-235;  plans 
for  survey  by,  north  of  base  line, 
311;  progress  of,  258;  recommds.  son 
as  asst.  survr.,  234. 

McDonald,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  631. 

McDonough  (McDonald;  McDonnaugh; 
MacDonough),  Stace,  144;  appd. 
capt.,  628,  634;  credit  to,  for  use  of 
horse,  544;  informed  of  closing  of 
p.  o.  at  Beaucoup,  230;  letters  ment. 
to  P.M.G.,  157,  544:  mail  contract 
with,  authd.,  156,  157;  query  to,  on 
terms  for  second  weekly  mail,  553- 
554. 

McDougall,  Col.  — ,  letter  ment.  to 
Puthuff.  379. 

Mace,  Henry,  appd.:  cornet,  662,  en- 
sign, 658,  669. 

McFarlin,  James,  appd.  capt.,  642. 

McFatridge,  William,  appd.:  ensign, 
641,  j.p.,  658,  667;  signer,  601. 

McFerron,  Elijah,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

McFerron,  John,  appd.:  common-pleas 
judge,  635,  county  judge,  650;  654, 
judge  advocate,  645,  j.p.,  629,  668, 
provost  marshal,   638. 

McGaha,  David,  appd.,  j.p.,  669. 

McGahay,  Allen,  appd.  coroner,  657. 

McGalla,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 

McGee,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

McGinnes,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
see  index  note,  p.  67 U- 
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McGlaulin,  Felix,  ranger  co.,  138. 

McGomry,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

McGowan,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  637. 

McHenry,  Daniel,  appd.  j.p.,  644,  653. 

McHenry,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  637, 
639,  major,  653;  signer,  601. 

McHugh,  Lemuel,  wounded  in  relief  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 

Mclntire,  John,  appd.  major,  657. 

Mcintosh,  John,  appd.:  county  judge, 
651,  654,  j.p.,  650. 

McKee,  John,  446;  appd.  reg.  Edwards- 
ville,  L.  0.,  337-441;  contract  to 
survey,  extract,  185  n.;  criticism  of, 
581-582;  death  of,  609;  informed  of 
approval  of  saline  lease,  603;  letter 
ment.  to  Meigs,  453;  letters  to  Meigs, 
580-581,  597-598;  part  in  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  249;  procl.  for 
land  sale  sent  to,  343;  prog,  of  sur- 
veys by,  258;  queries  by,  re:  preemp- 
tion, 597-598,  transfer  of  papers  from 
other  land  offices,  580.  See  also  Reg- 
isters. 

McKee,  John,  and  B.  Stephenson, 
recommd.  addit.  surveys  for  Edwards- 
ville  dist.  453. 

McKee,  Rep.  Samuel,  of  Ky.,  chm. 
Public  Lands  Com.,  119;  letter 
ment.  to  Meigs,  271;  query  by  on 
feasibility  of  renewal  of  saline  lease, 
271;  recommd.  as  judge,  218,  222. 

Mac  ke  la  puc  ky  (Black  Partridge), 
Potawatomi  chief,  message  to  Pres., 
227-229. 

McKenney,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  649. 

McKenney,  Thomas  L.,  defends  John- 
son's trade  policy  at  Prairie  du 
Chien,  599-600;  informs  Irwin  of 
support  of  troops  at  factory,  374; 
instrs.  by,  re:  census  of  Indians,  591, 
estab.  of  Ft.  Johnson  trad,  factory, 
541-542,  retention  of  Prairie  du 
Chien  trad,  house  bldgs.,  594-595; 
laxity  in  granting  trade  licenses  dis- 
cussed by,  499-500;  letters  ment.  to: 
Dias,  600,  Sec.  War  (act.),  502, 
Simpson,  600;  letters  to:  Edwards,  591, 
Graham,  368-369;  Irwin,  369-370, 
374,  Johnson,  541-542,  Pres.,  540- 
541,  Sec.  War,  594-595,  599-601, 
Sec.  War  (act.),  492-493,  499-500;! 
For  identical  names,  a 


proposal     to     estab.     branch     trad. 

factory    at    Ft.    Johnson,    540-541; 

purchase  of  Indian  presents  by,  509; 

rept.  by,  on  trad,  licenses  in   Prairie 

du    Chien,    492-493;    requests    War 

Dept.  for  milit.  aid  to  factor  en  route 

to  Chicago,  368-369;  to  fwd.  Indian 

presents  and  annuities,  494. 
McKenzie,  Allen,  appd.  capt.,  671. 
McKinney,  Jerimiah,  ranger  co.,  139. 
McKinsey,  George,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 
McLaughlin,  John,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
McLaughlin,  Robert  K.,  appd.  county 

elk.,  657,  666;  resigns,  670. 
McLean    (McCleane),    Rep.    Alney,    of 

Ky.,   letter  to   Sec.   State,  211-212; 

recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  211-212, 

223. 
McLean,     John,     appd.      capt.,      664, 

circuit  judge,  667;  declines  appt.  as 

circuit  judge,  668. 
McLean,  — ,  257. 
McMahan,  Robert,  signer,  269. 
McMahon,  James,  Sr.,  appd.  j.p.,  645. 
McMillan,  Lewis,  appd.  lieut.,  642. 
McMillin,  James,  appd.  capt.,  664. 
McNabb,  Archibald,  appd.  capt.,  649. 
McNair,  Col.  Alexander,  of  Mo.  Terr., 

instrs.  re  Indian  treaty  sent  by,  149; 

recommds.  Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  417  n. 
McNeal,  Abel,  ranger  co.,  139. 
McNorton,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  654. 
Macom,  Joseph,  signer,  263. 
Macomb,  Gen.  Alexander,  instrs.  to,  on 

reinforcement  of   Prairie   du    Chien, 

495;    letters   to:  Sec.    War,   380,    Sec. 

War  (act.),  498-499;  orders  troops  to 

assist    in    building    Chicago    Indian 

agency,    508;    recommd.    as    Indian 

commr.,  583;  rept.  by,  on  estab.  of 

Ft.  Howard,  380. 
Macomb,  Joseph,  appd.  ensign,  653. 
MCombs,  Samuel,  signer,  30,  263. 
McRoberts,  James,  appd.:  county  judge, 

657,  j.p.,  623,  655. 
McRoberts,   Thomas,   appd.  j.p.,   668; 

resigns,  655  n. 
McVay,  Barnabas,  signer,  314. 
McVey,  Barney,  signer,  459. 
Maddox,  James,  ranger  co.,  139. 
Maddux,  Lenard,  ranger  co.,  139. 
;e  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Maddux,  Zachary,  appd.  j.p.,  667. 

Madison  County,  341;  appts.  in,  644, 
645,  646,  647,  648,  649,  650,  651,  653, 
654,  655,  659,  662,  665,  666,  667,  668, 
671;  apport.  of  reps,  to,  644;  bound- 
ary, 643;  estab.  of,  643;  in  first  jud. 
circuit,  140,  213;  part  of  new  jud. 
circuit,  64;  place  of  elec.  in,  644; 
rangers  raised,  299;  resol.  and  memor. 
by  inhabs.,  426-427;  time  of  meeting 
of  circuit  ct.,  57;  transfd.  to  Edwards- 
ville  land  dist.,  446. 

Madison  Court  House,  distrib.  point  for 
mails  east  and  south,  149;  on  post 
route,  Cahokia-Clinton  Hill,  510; 
postal  service  bet.,  and  Cabokia,  158. 

Maguaga  (Moguago),  a  Wyandotte 
village,  516. 

Maher,  Martin  F.,  signer,  561. 

Mail  contracts,  adv.  for,  344,  595;  auth. 
for  Shawneetown-Kaskaskia  route, 
156,  157;  carriage  bet.  Bairdstown 
(Ky.)  and  Shawneetown,  565;  car- 
riage by  McArthur  bet.  111.  and  Mo. 
terrs.,  328  n.;  compens.,  157;  cost,  on 
Ste.  Genevieve-Shawneetown  route, 
144;  terms  discussed,  570. 

Mail  contractors,  exec,  of  contract  to 
Prim  discussed,  41.  See  also  Postal 
service. 

Mailetta,  Hypolitte,  appd.  lieut.,  642. 

Maisonville,  Joseph,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Major,  James,  signer,  30. 

Major  of  militia,  tenure,  622.  See  also 
Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by  govr., 
militia. 

Malcom,  Joseph,  signer,  30. 

Maiden  (Can.),  478. 

Mallet,  Fransois,  signer,  263. 

Maneer,  Benjamin,  appd.  j.p.,  656. 

Manegle,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  622,  630. 

Mangham,  John  K.,  appd.:  cen.sus 
commr.,  668,  j.p.,  670. 

Mansfield,  Jared,  193,  194;  contract 
ment.  with  McDonald,  234;  contract 
price  with  dep.  survrs.  discussed,  156; 
contract  with,  for  survey  of  islands, 
177;  incorrect  surveys  by,  136; 
instrs.  re:  fiscal  opers.  of  survr.  genl. 
ofRce,  332-333,  survey  of  private 
claims,  discussed  22;  surv.  contracts 


with  Rector  discussed,  159,  160-161, 
208,  241. 

Mansker,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  652. 

Manville,  Ira,  Sr.,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 

Maps,  bound,  of  U.S.  Saline,  sent  to 
G.L.O.,  302;  Bradley's  ment.,  156; 
Mansfield's  ment.,  156;  of  terr.  sent  to 
Sec.  War,  255,  256. 

March,  George,  signer,  263. 

Marshall,  John,  appd.:  county  judge, 
652,  654,  county  survr.,  651,  j.p., 
649,  655,  668;  recommds.:  Hardin  as 
dist.  atty.,  605,  Towles  as  judge,  214; 
signer,  314,  449,  459. 

Marshall,  Samuel,  appd.:  county  judge, 
664,  j.p.,  662,  668;  comm.  as  j.p., 
revoked,  664. 

Martan,  Pierre,  appd.  lieut.,  637. 

Martin,  Daniel,  signer,  263. 

Martin,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  664. 

Martin,  W.  G.,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214. 

Mason,  Bennett  (Bennet),  appd.  ensign 
660;  ranger  co.,  139. 

Mason,  John,  supt.  Indian  factories,  191, 
192,  197;  instrs.  by:  ment.  316,  re 
estab.  of  Prairie  du  Chien  factory, 
317,  to  Irwin,  205-206;  instrs.  to,  re 
purchase  of  goods  for  Indians,  190; 
letters  ment.  to:  Graham,  207,  210, 
Irwin,  205,  Sec.  War,  315,  316; 
letters  to:  Irwin,  205-206,  Johnson, 
317,  Sec.  War,  316,  Sec.  War  (act), 
315;  milit.  aid  in  erect,  trad,  factory 
bldgs.,  205  n.,  315-316,  317. 

Mason  County  (Ky.),  185  n. 

Massy,  Capt.  — ,  repts.  theft  of  cattle, 
440. 

Mates  (Matisse),  Jerome,  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Matheney,  Charles  S.,  see  Matheny, 
Charles  R. 

Matheny  (Matheney),  Charles  R.  (Chas. 
S.),  appd.:  circuit  atty.,  659,  county 
treas.,  651,  j.p.,  638;  assesses  fines 
against  Lemmon,  642 ;  lieut.  in  ranger 
CO.,  138. 

Mather  (Mathers),  Elihu,  appd.  adjut., 
622,  639. 

Mattit,  Wheeler,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 

Maulding,  Lee,  signer,  314. 

Maxwell,  David  W.,  appd.  sheriff,  670. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Maxwell,  Hugh  H.,  appd.:  aide  de 
camp,  649,  coroner,  649. 

Maxwell,  William,  appd.  ensign,  637, 
639. 

May,  William  L.,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 

Mayent,  Joseph,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Mays,  Nathan,  appd.  fife  major,  641. 

Mays,  Thomas,  appd.  capt.,  656. 

Meacham,  Adin  E.,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

Meacham  (Meachum),  Joseph,  appd. 
j.p.,  655;  dep.  survr.,  work  character- 
ized, 192;  proposal  for  lead-mine 
lease,  372. 

Mead,  Abiel  P.,  signer,  323. 

Mears,  William,  609;  appd.:  aide  de 
camp,  635,  atty.  genl.,  647,  circuit 
atty.,  657,  circuit  judge,  668,  dist. 
prosecut.  atty.,  651;  certif.  ment.  on 
arrest  of  Brisbois,  594  n.;  declines 
appt.  as  circuit  judge,  668;  informed 
of  recommds.  of  others  as  dist.  atty., 
613-614;  lack  of  auth.  to  prosecute 
timber  thieves,  507;  letters  to:  Meigs, 
507,  Sec.  State,  612-613,  Sec.  Treas., 
150-151;  queries  by,  re;  defending 
U.S.  in  suits  of  claimants,  150-151, 
expenses  and  fees  of  dist  atty.,  151; 
recommd.  as  dist.  atty.,  606;  solicits 
appt.  as  dist.  atty.  for  111.  (State), 
612-613. 

Meigs,  Josiah,  49,  143,  163,  307,  320, 
344,  352,  441;  addit.  land  sales 
recommd.  to,  452;  advances  funds  to 
dep.  survr.,  170;  advice  to,  on  fixing 
date  for  early  pub.  land  sales,  239- 
240;  applic.  to,  for  appt.  as  road  supt., 
386;  approves:  acct.  of  Harris  for 
surveys,  126,  Bond's  plan  for  holders 
of  unloc.  claims,  531,  Jones's  policy 
as  reg.,  128,  lease  of  salt  spgs.  to  Will, 
128,  Sloo's  method  of  paying  first 
instals.,  416;  copies  of  surveys  sent  to, 
136;  cost  of  surveys  for  1817  sub- 
mitted to,  457;  criticism  of  land  bill 
submitted  to,  339-340;  denies  claim 
of  Bond  and  Jones  for  addit. 
compens.,  120-121;  disallows  comm. 
for  certifs.  of  confirm.,  121;  eiicls.: 
letter  from  Rector  to  Sec.  Treas.,  564, 
procls.  on  land  sales  to  land  offices, 
343,  593,  surveys  of  Kaskaskia  dist. 
For  identical  names,  i 


to  G.L.O.,  23-24;  endorses  request 
for  renewal  of  saline  lease,  271-272; 
exchange  of  office  with  Tiffin,  37  n.; 
explains  method  of  acquir.  bounty 
lands,  521-522;  informed  re:  bank 
bills  in  payt.  of  pub.  lands,  596-597, 
Chouteau's  land  claims,  572-573, 
complaints  of  lead-mine  lessees,  529- 
530,  conflict  bet.  govr.  and  reg.  of 
land  office,  99,  105-106,  discov.  of 
saUne,  573,  exploit,  of  timber  on 
U.S.  Saline,  374-375,  permit  to  mfg. 
salt,  113-114,  status  of  surveys,  203- 
204,  timber  thieves,  507;  informs 
Jones  and  Bond  of  approval  of  lead- 
mine  leases,  497;  instrs.  by,  re:  accts. 
of  recs.,  144,  closing  unfinished  busi- 
ness prior  to  land  sale,  256,  complet. 
chain  of  title,  167-168,  credit  and 
refunds  in  land  sales,  127-128,  distrib. 
of  land  laws,  331,  exch.  of  patents 
issued  by  govrs.,  350,  expuls.  of 
intruders  from  U.S.  Saline,  382,  fees 
and  comm.,  272,  fiscal  operations  of 
survTs.  office,  332-335,  lease  of  salt 
spgs.,  128,  lease  of  salt  spgs.  and  lead 
mines  in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  48,  new 
surveys,  603,  office  supplies  for  land 
offices,  144,  recs.  accts.,  50,  refunds, 
189,  195,  regs.  returns,  534,  removal 
of  intruders,  47,  returns  on  land  sales, 
531-532,  revok.  land  sales  for  taxes, 
324,  survey  of  milit.  bounty  lands, 
154-155,  337,  transmit,  docs,  from 
sur\T.  genl.  office  to  survr.,  111.  and 
Mo.  terrs.,  336,  transfer  of  land  recs. 
to  Edwardsville  L.  O.,  339;  instrs.  by 
to;  recs.,  338,  reg.  in  Edwardsville 
L.  0.,  337-338;  instrs.  to,  re:  collect, 
data  on  value  of  lead  mines,  381, 
examin.  of  recs.  books,  510-511; 
interp.  of  preemption  acts,  182-183; 
lease  of  salt  spgs.  laid  before,  520-521 ; 
letters  ment.  to:  atty.  genl.,  161,  Bond, 
48,  124,  146,  149,  165,  187,  219,  231, 
288,  306,  335,  491,  Caldwell,  220, 
Gano,  326,  Griswold,  173-174,  Jones, 
165,  186,  219,  229,  260,  296,  298,  356. 
466,  475,  498,  520,  534,  Jones  and 
Bond,  11,  113,  166,  275,  370,  Jones 
and  Caldwell,  13,  Messinger,  250, 
Pope,  467,  469,  488,  Pres.,  161, 
index  note,  p.  67!t. 
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Rector,  336,  347,  367,  393,  403,  410, 
457,  Sec.  Treas.,  166,  195,  325,  361, 
381,  532,  538,  603,  Sloo,  179,  276,  394, 
395,  422,  428,  survr.  genl.,  350,  Tiffin, 
21,  25,  136,  154,  155,  203,  258;  letters 
to:  atty.  genl.,  161,  368,  Badollet, 
357-358,  Bond,  50,  144-145,  167-168, 
182-183,  321,  475-476,  531-532,  Cald- 
well, 189,  225-226,  Edwards,  298-299, 
487,  Jones,  121,  127-128,  167,  195, 
219-220,  272,  324,  339,  350,  358,  363, 
475,  534,  Jones  and  Bond,  46-47,  48, 
128,  145-146,  256,  331,  377,  379,  392, 
498,  Jones  and  Bond,  discussed,  31 
32,  Leavenworth,  521-522,  McKee, 
271-272,  337,  338,  603,  Pope,  469, 
470,  474,  479-480,  602  603,  610,  Pros., 
158,  213,  235-236,  324-325,  535, 
Rector,  332-335,  336  337,  393,  464, 
539-540,  regs.  and  recs.  Edwardsville 
and  Shawneetown,  343,  Robertson, 
306,  Sec.  State,  574,  Sec.  Treas.,  120 
121,  124-125,  166-167,  325,  339,  359, 
376,  381,  383-384,  389-390,  453,  455 
456,  463-464,  465,  479,  515,  523,  532, 
537-538,  551-552,  564,  575,  590,  Sec. 
War  (act.),  456,  538-539,  Sloo,  47, 
125,  168,  247-248,  302,  382,  416,  515, 
590,  Sloo  and  Caldwell,  593,  Sloo  and 
Street,  558,  Stephenson,  301  302, 
303-304,  338,  Tiffin,  16-18,  23  24,  26, 
148-149,  154-156,  181-182,  212,  215, 
269-270,  335-336,  White,  47;  method 
of  distrib.  milit.  bounty  lands  dis- 
cussed by,  537-539;  observ.  of,  on 
renewal  of  old  company  land  claims, 
235;  opinions  by,  re:  action  against 
intruders,  452  n.,  auth.  of  Pres.  to 
lease  lead  mines,  383-384,  price  of 
lots,  452  n.;  plats  to  be  furnished 
Jones  and  Bond,  33;  provides  credit 
for  Rector,  367;  queries  by,  re: 
compens.  to  survTs.  for  111.  and  Mo. 
terrs.,  463-464,  cost  of  cxplor.  for  salt 
spgs.,  168,  feasibility  of  surv.  Miss. 
R.  islands,  219,  instrs.  on  saline 
lease,  479,  land  fit  for  milit.  bounties, 
393,  measures  to  remove  intruders, 
158,  463,  payt.  for  improvs.  on  saline, 
575,  queries  to,  re:  method  of  equaliz. 
quar.  sects.,  discount  on  price  of  lots, 
and  action  against  intruders,  451-452, 


extent  of  surveys,  15,  fees  to  reg.  and 
rec.  for  entering  land  claims,  51, 
place  of  deposit  of  claimant's  papers, 
149-150,  preemption  rights,  596-597, 
reserved  lands,  107-108,  sale  of  lands 
for  taxes,  449-450,  tran.sfer  ot  papers 
from  other  land  offices,  580;  receives 
tp.  plats  of  Kaskaskia  land  dist.,  154; 
recommd.  to:  appt.  of  agt.  for  lead 
mines,  371,  type  of  rent  for  lead 
mines,  370-371;  recommds.:  appt.  of 
survr.  for  Shawneetown  dist.,  212, 
change  of  law  on  payt.  for  town  lots, 
463,  lease  of  lead  mine  to  Morrison, 
324-325,  payt.  of  W.  Edwards  exp. 
acct.,  465,  reserv.  of  land  at  Ft. 
Massac,  124-125,  reserv.  of  timber 
land  near  salt  works,  124-125,  Sloo 
as  commr.  to  loc.  road,  361  n.,  Sloo  as 
supt.  of  road  bldg.,  3ST  n.,  Taylor  and 
Street  as  commrs.  to  loc.  road,  361; 
repts.  by,  re:  discov.  of  salt  deposits, 
124,  milit.  bounty  lands,  389-390; 
repts.  to,  re:  begin,  of  pub.  land  sales, 
437-438,  completed  survey  of  Kas- 
kaskia dist.,  240-244,  character  of 
lands  selected  for  milit.  bounties,  460- 
461,  delinq.  lessee,  306,  effect  of  war 
on  surveys,  8-9,  fiscal  affairs,  403, 
intruders,  147,  428-429,  mineral  de- 
posits, 421-422,  problem  of  exec,  land 
claims  law,  11  12,  prog,  of  surveys  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  410-412,  sale  of 
preemption  lands,  97-98,  salt  spgs. 
leases,  276-278,  state  of  books  of 
Kaskaskia  L.  O.,  404-405,  status  of 
confirm,  unloc.  claims,  163- 165,  status 
of  Shawneetown,  25,  status  of  surveys 
in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  158-160,  U.S. 
Saline,  302-303,  unloc.  confirm, 
claims,  129;  request  for  permit  to 
explore  for  salt  deposits  sent  to,  236; 
reque.st  to,  by  citizens  to  extend 
surveys,  601-602;  requests:  authentic, 
of  Griswold's  death,  326,  copy  of  road 
surveys,  558;  sends:  field  notes  of 
Shawneetown  survey,  16,  instrs.  re 
Treas.  notes,  146,  protest  against 
patents  to  Jarrot,  368;  signs  procl., 
342;  sketch  of  Shawneetown  sent  to 
Tiffin  and  to  reg.,  26;  submits  draft 
to    Sec.    Treas.,    of    adv.    re    milit. 
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bounty  lands,  535,  536;  suggests:  bill 
for  relief  of  Da\-is,  302,  intruders  to  be 
removed  from  saline  reserve,  302; 
surv.  contracts  with  N.  Rector  dis- 
cussed, 192-194;  survr.  genl.  requests 
platting  instruments  from,  208;  tp. 
plats  sent  to,  208;  tp.  plats  to  be  sent 
to  Sloo,  17;  transmits:  draft  of  procl. 
of  land  sale  for  sig.  of  Pres.,  339, 
letter  of  survr.  genl.  to  Sec.  Treas., 
325,  Morrison's  letter  to  Pres.,  324, 
new  law  re  land  claims  to  Jones  and 
Bond,  145-146,  recommd.  of  Towles 
as  judge,  213,  rept.  and  map  re 
salines  and  lead  mines,  455-456;  urged 
to  open  further  land  for  sale,  146; 
urges  act  in  relief  of  Da\TS,  303-304; 
vetoes  Will's  proposal  to  cancel 
saline  lease,  531.  See  also  Surveyor 
General. 

Meigs,  Mrs.  Josiah,  174. 

Meigs,  Gov.  Return  J.,  of  Ohio,  471. 
See  also  Postmaster  General. 

Melton,  James,  appd.  ensign,  654; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214. 

Menard,  Francois,  appd.:_ensign,  648, 
lieut.,  653. 

Menard,  Hypolite  (Hypolitte),  appd.: 
capt.,  653,  lieut.,  642. 

Menard,  Col.  Pierre  (Peter;  Pieree), 
appd.:  common-pleas  judge,  635, 
interp.,  254,  lieut.  col.,  622;  compens. 
as  interp. ,  402 ;  conveys  donation  rights 
to  Titsworth,  112;  donation  claim  of, 
111;  elected  lieut.  go\T.  of  State  of 
lU.,  612;  Indian  interp.,  402;  instrs. 
to  regiment  of,  on  company  elections, 
627;  nati\'ity,  402;  pres.  terr.  council, 
signs  memorial,  53;  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373;  recommds.  Mears  as 
dist.  atty.,  606,  612;  resigns  as  com- 
mon-pleas judge,  635;  signer,  268; 
signs:  legis.  memorials,  274-275,  279, 
280,  281,  286,  300,  473,  letter  from 
legis.,  75,  terr.  law,  65;  supplies 
Kaskaskia  Indians  out  of  pocket, 34. 

Menes,  Benjamin,  appd.  adjut.,  671. 

Menominee  (Menomenee;  Minomenies) 
Indians,  254,  415,  433;  continue  hos- 
tile, 353;  difficulty  in  manag.  after 
war,  348;  enter  new  confed.  against 
U.S.,   473;   express  satis,   with   U.S. 


rels.,  396;  hostile  to  Winnebagoes,  360; 
in  Green  Bay  agency,  490;  invited  to 
joint  action  by  Sauk  Indians,  360; 
sole  Indian  claimants  to  Green  Bay 
country,  608-609.  See  also  Falsavoin 
Indians. 

Menominee  (Falsavoin)  River,  descrip. 
of,  407. 

Messinger  (Messenger),  John,  alleged 
criticism  by,  of  N.  Rector's  surveys, 
discussed,  192-194;  appd.:  county 
survr.,  626,  county  treas.,  651;  be- 
gins to  survey  milit.  bounty  lands, 
238-239;  contract  to  survey,  183-185; 
contract  with  discussed,  258;  desires 
armed  guard  for  sur\TS.,  230-231; 
instrs.  to,  re  survey  north  of  base  line 
discussed,  283-284;  letters  ment.  to 
Tiffin,  251,  258;  letters  to:  Jones  and 
Bond,  364-365,  Tiffin,  218-219,  230, 
248-250,  251-252,  283-285,  310-311, 
330-331;  plans  of:  to  commence  sur- 
veys, 219,  to  survey  north  of  base  line, 
307,  310,  311;  progress  of  surveys  by, 
258;  repts.  by,  re:  progress  of  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  248-250,  surveys 
north  of  base  line,  330-331,  surveys  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  230-231;  signer, 
601;  surveys  by,  364-365;  to  com- 
mence survey  of  milit.  bounty  lands, 
234;  to  complete  surveys  at  early 
date  in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  114;  transf. 
field  notes,  251-252;  work  as  survr., 
364. 

Metouqua,  a  Fox  chief,  in\'ited  to  joint 
action  by  Sauk  Indians,  360. 

Mette,  Jack,  compens.  as  interp.,  402; 
nativity,  402;  Potawatomi  interp., 
402. 

Miami  (O.)  Exporting  Co.,  resumes 
specie  payt.,  481. 

Miami  (Miamie)  Indians,  478;  fight 
U.S.  at  Peoria  Lake,  34;  proposed 
treaty  with,  524;  stop  at  Kaskaskia, 
34. 

Miami  Rapids,  154. 

Miami  River,  557. 

Michigamea  (Michigamia)  Indians,  con- 
clus.  of  treaty  of  cession  with,  607  n.; 
part  ot  Illinois  nation,  255. 

Michigan  Territory,  297;  character  of 
lands,   discussed,   259;   loc.   of   milit. 
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bounty  lands  in,  154-155;  milit. 
bounty  lands  removed  from,  336; 
opinion  expressed  on  unfitness  of 
lands  in  for  milit.  bounties,  325; 
query  on  loc.  of  milit.  bounty  lands 
in,  148;  rept.  to  govr.  of,  on  affairs 
at  Green  Bay,  378-379;  surveys  ment. 
203,  204;  transf.  of  milit.  bounty 
lands  from,  to  111.  and  Mo.  terrs. 
discussed,  270  n. 

Michilimackinac  (Mackinaw),  Mich. 
Terr.,  201,  294,  369,  380,  410,  422, 
518,  519;  addit.  Indian  cessions  at 
recommd.,  582-583;  base  of  Brit, 
trade  with  Indians,  202;  character 
of  navigation  to,  discussed,  293-294; 
collector  at  issues  passports  to  traders, 
329,  330;  customhouse  at,  292; 
dist.  to  Green  Bay,  406;  exped.  against 
ment.,  9;  goods  for  Chicago  and 
Green  Bay  sent  via,  379;  Indian  agt. 
at  grants  licenses  to  Brit,  traders, 
500;  Indian  titles  west  of  not  ex- 
tinguish., 291;  Indians  visit,  490; 
permits  of  traders  from  not  recog- 
niEed  in  St.  Louis,  416;  passport 
granted  for  trip  to,  670,  671;  troops 
from:  move  to  Chicago,  368,  occupy 
Green  Bay,  406,  reinforce  Green 
Bay,  499. 

Michilimackinac  Company,  see  South- 
west Company. 

Michilimackinac  Indian  agency,  approp. 
for,  508;  Brit,  traders  to  be  excluded 
from,  547;  trading  licenses  issued  at, 
discu.ssed,  493. 

Michilimackinac  Island,  290,  583. 

Mick,  Charles,  appd.  j.p.,  656. 

Middlebury  (Vt.),  323,  324. 

Middleton,  Robert,  appd.  lieut.,  660; 
resigns,  668. 

Mile's  Trace,  bound,  line,  Gallatin 
and  Johnson  cos.,  643. 

Militia,  544;  appt.  of  brig,  genls.  of, 
425-426,  511-512,  522,  552;  company 
elections  to  be  held,  626;  donation 
rights:  for  service  in  discussed,  110, 
111,  surveyed,  243;  genl.  order  on 
organiz.  of,  626-627;  law  enacted  by 
govr.  and  judges  re,  636;  manner  of 
choosing  officers  discussed,  626-627; 
nomination  of  brig,  genls.  of,  551; 
For  identical  names. 


officers   of,    in:    Edwards    Co.,    656, 

657,  eighth  regiment,  658,  660,  662, 
663,  664,  fifth  regiment,  653,  658, 
661,  662,  665,  672,  first  regiment, 
633,  634,  635,  636,  637,  638,  639, 
640,  641,  642,  645,  646,  647,  648, 
649,  650,  651,  652,  653,  661,  664,  667, 

670,  671,  672,  ninth  regiment,  665, 
669,  Randolph  Co.,  622,  623,  628, 
630,  631,  632,  633,  St.  Clair  Co.,  621, 
622,  628,  630,  632,  second  regiment, 

633,  634,  635,  636,  637,  639,  641, 
642,  646,  648,  649,  650,  651,  654, 
656,  658,  660,  661,  662,  663,  665, 
668,  669,  671,  672,  seventh  regiment, 

658,  659,    661,    662,    663,    664,    665, 

671,  672,  sixth  regiment,  657,  658, 
660,  663,  664,  665,  tenth  regiment, 
668,   669,   672,   third   regiment,   633, 

634,  637,  638,  641,  642-643,  649, 
652,  654,  658,  659,  661,  671,  White 
Co.,  656;  on  frontier  duty  in  1815, 
219;  payt.  of  arrearages  discussed, 
377-378,  390-392;  recommds.  for 
appt.  as  brig,  genls.  of,  374;  service 
of,  in  war,  ment.,  267-268.  See 
Illinois  Territory,  appts.  by  govr., 
militia. 

Military  bounty  lands,  148,  215,  576; 
armed  guards  for  survey  of,  discussed, 
235;  cessions  of  lands  bet.,  and  settled 
area  to  be  obtained,  543;  character  of 
land  selected,  390,  460-461  comple- 
tion of  surveys  of,  489  n.;  copies  of 
surveys  of,  not  to  be  given  out,  539; 
dangers  to  survrs.  discussed,  435,  date 
for  distrib.  of,  532,  535-536;  early 
sale  and  settle,  of  predicted,  482; 
Indian  interfer.  with  surveys,  439- 
441;  instrs.  re:  distrib.  of  discussed, 
537-539,  survey  of,  337;  loc.  of,  dis- 
cussed, 154-155,  336,  337;  loc.  of 
patents,  43;  loc.  within  Indian  ces- 
sions, 435;  lottery  method  for  choos- 
ing individual  warrants,  389-390; 
map  of  sent  to  Sec.  State,  541; 
method  of  distrib.,  521-522,  536;  need 
of  connec.  with  settled  area,  486,  503; 
opinion  expressed  on  unfitness  of 
Mich,  lands  for,  325;  plans  for  survey, 
234  235;  Potawatomi  oppose  surveys, 
228;  progress  of  surveys:  in  111.  Terr., 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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203,  248-250,  250-251,  251-252,  389- 
390,  410-412,  468-469,  489,  in  Mo. 
Terr.,  536;  query  on  tracts  fit  for  use, 
393;  settlement,  of,  begun,  486; 
status  of:  in  Mo.  Terr.,  539-540, 
prep,  of,  521;  survr.  genl.  prepares  for 
survey  of,  167;  surveys  of:  completed 
for  111.  Terr.,  536,  551,  discussed,  226, 
230-231,  237-239,  258-259,  269,  307- 
308,  310-311,  351,  ment.,  172,  near 
completion,  532,  to  be  completed  in 
1818,  464;  transfer  of  tracts  for,  from 
Mich,  to  111.  and  Mo.  terrs.,  270  n., 
336. 

Miller,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  669. 

Miller,  Col.  John,  occupies  Green  Bay, 
378,  380,  406. 

Miller,  Robert,  appd.  ensign,  652,  662. 

Miller,  Solomon,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Million,  Bennet,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Million,  Jessee,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Milton,  Harry,  appd.  ensign,  655. 

Milwaukee  (Milliwakee),  557. 

Mine  a  Burton  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post 
route,  Herculaneum-Ste.  Genevieve, 
510;  postal  service  to,  from  Harrison- 
ville,  328. 

Minor,  John,  of  Virginia,  209. 

Mississaga  (Messasawga)  Indians,  ap- 
plic.  to  settle  in  terr.,  478. 

Mississippi  River,  24,  149,  184,  202,  204, 
219,  226,  239,  250,  251,  258,  259,  264, 
307,  308,  315,  319,  321,  322,  324,  384, 
388,  398,  401,  408,  409,  417,  427,  433, 
446,  460,  461,  466,  496,  503,  506,  517, 
545,  557,  558,  567,  574,  589;  bound, 
line:  Johnson  Co.,  643,  Madison  Co., 
643;  Brit,  traders  on,  359,  360,  484; 
campaign  against  Indians  on,  urged, 
36;  character  of  islands  in,  south  of 
Kaskaskia,  178;  dist.  to  Green  Bay, 
406;  fract.  sects,  on,  38-39;  hostility 
of  Indians  bet.  and  L.  Michigan,  353; 
improve,  claims  along,  268;  Indian 
rels.  on  upper,  346;  interfer.  of  Indians 
with  surveys  on,  439;  islands  in:  re- 
served for  private  claimants,  162-163, 
163-165,  surveyed,  243,  to  be  sur- 
veyed, 162-163,  163-165,  177;  land 
bet.  and  111.  R.,  ceded,  376;  loc.  of 
milit.  bounty  lands  bet.,  and  111.  R., 
234-235,  238;  mail  transp.  across 
For  identical  names,  i 


discussed,  481;  milit.  affairs  on,  8-9; 
milit.  bounty  lands  bet.,  and  111.  R., 
155,  269,  351;  milit.  posts  on:  ment., 
353,  to  be  reinforced,  495;  portage  to 
L.  Michigan,  201;  proposed  treaty 
with  Indians  on,  discussed,  143,  328; 
question  re  middle  of  channel  of,  dis- 
cussed, 177-178;  route  of  travel,  5; 
survey  and  sale  of  islands  in,  discussed, 
219,  229,  276;  survey  of  meandering 
of,  248-249;  surveys  east  of,  305; 
water  connec.  with  L.  Superior,  294. 

Mississippi  Territory,  297. 

Missouri  Crossing's  (Mo.  Terr.),  on 
post  route  St.  Charles-Howard  Ct. 
H.,  509. 

Missouri  River,  34,  315,  337,  412,  432, 
550,  551;  Indians  on  upper,  desire 
treaty,  354. 

Missouri  Territory,  35,  98, 149,  240,  251, 
297,  308,  382,  399,  463,  471,  474,  484, 
496,  533,  575,  596,  601,  603;  appt.  of 
survr.  for,  authd.,  331;  contrast  with 
111.  Terr,  re  Indian  supplies,  254; 
Indian  agt.  appd.  for,  495;  Indian 
hostilities  in,  169;  instrs.  to  survrs. 
of,  332-335;  judicial  provisions  of 
act  estab.  discussed,  86-87,  92; 
judicial  system  discussed,  103;  loc. 
of  milit.  bounty  lands  in,  155,  336; 
milit.  bounty  tracts  transfd.  from 
Mich.,  270  n.;  newspapers  in,  to  pub. 
procl.  re  land  sales,  592;  Piankashaws 
retreat  to,  432;  progress  of  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands  in,  410-411,  536, 
551-552;  queries  re:  loc.  of  milit. 
bounty  lands  in,  148,  sale  of  pub. 
lands  in,  539;  status  of  milit.  bounty 
lands  in,  521,  539-540;  survey  of 
private  claims  to  be  executed,  155; 
survr.  appd.  for,  332,  336;  surveys 
ment.  in,  203,  351;  troops  in,  to  be 
paid,  158;  U.S.  rangers  from,  in 
relief  exped.  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  3-8. 

Mitchel,  George,  appd.  ensign,  639; 
ranger  co.,  138. 

Mitchell,  Joseph,  signer,  601. 

Mitchell,  Peter,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 

Mobley,  — ,  assigns  tract  to  Pumroy, 
394. 

Momina  (Monance)  John  Baptiste, 
signer,  30. 

je  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Monette,  Baptiste,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Monroe,  James,  see  President;  Secretary 
of  State:  Secretary  of  War. 

Monroe  Co.,  appts.  in,  653,  655,  656, 
657,  C59, 663, 667, 668,  672 ;  no  applies, 
in  for  pernii.s.s.  to  settle,  446. 

Montague,  James,  314. 

Montgomery,  Andrew,  signer,  30,  263. 

Montgomery,  William,  appd.  capt.,  658. 

Montgomery,  William,  Sr.,  appd.  j.p., 
635. 

Montpelier  (Vt.),  323. 

Montreal  (Can.),  444. 

Monturevil  (Montreuil),  J.  Baptiste, 
signer,  56S;  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark, 
569. 

Monum,  Joseph,  volun.  under  G.  R. 
Clark,  569. 

Moore,  Daniel  G.,  appd.  coroner,  648. 

Moore,  David,  proposal  by,  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373. 

Moore,  Enoch,  305;  appd.:  capt.,  649, 
circuit  elk.,  667,  coroner,  622,  county 
elk.,  668,  county  survr.,  659,  j.p., 
622,  lieut.,  622;  authd.  agt.  of  Rector, 
170;  contract  for  surveys,  183-185; 
contract  with  discussed,  258;  delivers 
rets,  of  surveys  to  survr.  genl.,  169, 
170;  engages  in  survey  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  239;  letter  ment.  to  Tiffin,  258; 
letters  to  Tiffin,  250-251,  307-308; 
part  of,  in  survey  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  231,  248,  249;  plans  for  survey 
by,  north  of  base  line,  307,  310,  311; 
progress  of  surveys  by,  258;  rejoins 
Messinger  for  new  surveys,  283-284; 
rept.  by,  on  progress  of  surveys,  250- 
251;  resigns  as:  capt.,  663,  j.p.,  653  n.; 
signer,  601;  solicits  new  contract,  251, 
252;  surveys  by  north  of  base  line, 
326;  work  of  as  survr.,  330-331. 

Moore,  Francis,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 

Moore,  James,  appd.  capt.,  622. 

Moore,  James,  appd.  ensign,  669. 

Moore,  Capt.  James  B.,  630;  appd.: 
col.,  658,  sheriff,  653;  exonerated  in 
attack  on  Potawatomi,  170-171;  in- 
quiry re  ment.,  188;  rangers  under, 
murder  friendly  Indians,  116. 

Moore,    John,    appd.:    census   commr.. 


667,  coroner,  656,  county  treas.,  653, 
j.p.,  648. 

Moore,  John  M.,  elk.,  G.I..O.,  duties 
and  salary,  42. 

Moore,  J.  Milton,  305;  appd.  j.p.,  663; 
contract  for  surveys,  183-185,  258; 
engaged  in  survey,  milit.  bounty 
lands,  239;  letter  ment.  to  Tiffin, 
258;  part  of,  in  survey  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  248,  249;  plans  for  survey  by, 
north  of  base  line,  307,  310,  311; 
progress  of  surveys  by,  258;  rejoins 
Messinger  for  new  surveys,  283,  284; 
solicits  contract,  251,  252;  surveys  by, 
north  of  base  line,  326;  work  of,  as 
survr.,  330-331. 

Moore,  Risdon,  appd.:  county  judge, 
654,  j.p.,  668;  signs:  letter  from  legis., 
75,  terr.  law,  65,  terr.  legis.  memo- 
rials, 53,  268,  274-275,  279,  280,  281, 
286,300. 

Moore,  William,  appd.  census  commr., 
66. 

Moore,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Moore,  William,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Moran,  an  Indian  chief,  516. 

Mordock,  John,  appd.  major,  622,  630. 

Moredock,  John,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373. 

Moreland,  Hazle,  signer,  459. 

Moreland.  James,  appd.  en.sign,  665. 

Moreland,  Willis,  signer,  459. 

Moreland,  — ,  exploits  timber  on  U.S. 
Saline,  375;  land  entry  discussed, 
382;  proceedings  against  discussed, 
394. 

Morgan,  Arthur,  appd.  major,  669. 

Morgan,  Isaac,  appd.  county  survr., 
647. 

Morgan,  John  H.,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 

Morganfield  (Ky.),  postal  service,  554. 

Morrison,  James,  character  refr.  for 
Taylor,  237. 

Morrison,  Joseph,  land  claim  discussed, 
466. 

Morrison,  Robert,  appd.:  adj.  genl., 
628,  elk.,  genl.  ct.  (sup.  ct.),  625, 
650;  donation  right  conveyed  to, 
HO;  instrs.  to,  re:  carrying  mail 
across  the  Miss.  R.,  481,  delayed  mail, 
462,  Johnson  Ct.  II.  mail,  481; 
letter  to  terr.  legis.,  96;  letters  ment. 


For  identical  names.^see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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to:  Pope,  459,  480,  P.M.G.,  481; 
recommd.  as  terr.  secy.,  438-439, 
444-445;  resigns  as  adj.   genl.,   632. 

Morrison,  Samuel,  confirms  concert  of 
Indians  against  U.S.,  483. 

Morrison,  William,  appd.:  common- 
pleas  judge,  635,  j.p.,  626;  brother  of 
Robert,  445;  declines  appt.  as  j.p., 
626;  depos.  re  Selkirk  discussed, 
546-547;  proposal  for  lead-mine  lease, 
373;  proposed  lease  of  lead  mine  to, 
324-323;  queries  to,  on  second  weekly 
mail,  554  n. 

Morriss,  George,  appd.  lieut.,  658. 

Morriss  (Morris),  Ir\'in  (Ervin),  appd.: 
coroner,  658,  j.p.,  656,  sheriff,  663. 

Morrow,  Sen.  Jeremiah,  of  Ohio,  173, 
257;  solicited  to  seek  addit.  compens. 
toreg.  and  rec,  119-120. 

Morse,  Samuel  G.,  appd.  sheriff,  657; 
signer,  601. 

Mosbj',  Benjamin,  signer,  315. 

Mosby,  Daniel  A.,  signer,  459. 

Moseley,  Benjamin,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 

Mott,  Joseph,  appd.  capt.  633;  resigns, 
637. 

Murphy,  John,  appd.:  ensign,  631, 
quartermaster,  638,  641;  signer,  315. 

Murray  (Murry),  John  B.,  appd.:  com- 
mon-pleas judge,  647,  county  judge, 
650,  654,  j.p.,  637,  645. 

Musick,  Capt.  David,  role  in  exped.  for 
relief  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  7. 

Muskegon  (Muskeegon)  River,  201. 

Muskingum  (,0.),  banks  resume  specie 
paj^s.,  481. 

Muth,  Solomon  W.,  signer,  323. 

Myers,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 

Nanticoke  Indians,  applic.  of,  to  settle 

in  terr.,  478. 
Nash,     Timothy,     appd.:     circuit    and 

county  elk.,  670,  county  recorder,  670; 

letter  to  Meigs,  288-289;  proposal  for 

lead-mine  lease,  373;  trans,  accts.  of 

rec,  288. 
Nash,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  656,  j.p., 

638,  646,  647,  653,  major,  665. 
Natchitoches  (La.),  500. 
National    Inlelligeneer,    557,    563,    596; 

land  acts  printed  in,  163,  165;  procls. 

of  land  sales  publ.  in,  336. 

For  identical  names, 


Neeley,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  671. 

Newell,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 

New  Madrid  (Mo.  Terr.),  post  route  to 

Ste.  Genevieve,  510;  postal  schedules, 

510. 
New  Madrid  County  (Mo.  Terr.),  432. 
New  Orleans,  staves  exported  to,  from 

U.S.  Saline,  374. 
Newspapers,  to  publ.  procl.  of  land  sales, 

592. 
New  York  (city),  395;  banks  of  resume 

specie  payts.,  481;  source  of  goods  for 

Indian  trade,  600. 
New  York  (State),  293,  395,  479,  524, 

598. 
New  York  Indians   (Six  Nations),  re- 
moval to  Wis.  country  discussed,  478, 

524-525,  598-599. 
Nicholas,    Nelson,    recommd.    as    terr. 

secy.,  444  n. 
Nichols,  Theophilus  M.,  appd.:  ensign, 

656,  lieut.  669. 
Nichols,  Thomas,  appd.  ensign,  646. 
Noble,  Henry,  appd.  j.p.,  634. 
Norman,  Amable,  signer,  519. 
North  Holderness  (N.H.),  324. 
Northwest  Company,  extent  of  trade  of, 

on  L.  Superior  discussed,  292, 294 ;  plan 

of  agts.  of,  to  become  citizens,  310. 
Northwest  Ordinance,  judicial  clause  of 

discussed,  66-74,  86,  90,  91,  93,  94. 
Notary  public,  see  111.  Terr.,  appts.  by 

govr.,  civil. 

Oath  of  office,  auth.  to  adminis.,  622, 
623,  633,  634. 

Odum  (Odane),  Dempsey,  promoted  to 
capt.,  663. 

O'Fallon  (O'Fellon),  Capt.  John,  agt.  to 
Sioux,  characterized,  588;  assault  on 
blacksmith  discussed,  419-420;  de- 
scrip,  by  of  Green  Bay  and  Wis. 
country,  406-410;  desires  appt.  as 
Indian  agt.  in  Wis.  country,  408;  letter 
to  Johnson,  406-410;  letters  ment.  to: 
Clay,  409,  Johnson,  406,  Sec.  State, 
409;  recommds.  Gray  as  Indian  fac- 
tor, 408;  rel.  of,  to  Gov.  Clark,  408, 
409;  supt.  of  bldgs.  and  forts  at  Green 
Bay,  410. 

Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  letter  ment.  to  Sec. 
War,  598. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Ogilvie,  James,  209  n. 

Ogle,  Jacob,  appd.;  county  treas.,  657, 
j.p.,  650,  lieut.,  622,  630,  669. 

Ogle,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  658;  669; 
ranger  co.,  138. 

Oglesby,  Joshua,  appd.  chaplain,  649. 

O'Hara,  James,  survr.,  572. 

Ohio,  92,  160,  478,  510,  517,  533,  545; 
545;  emig.  from  to  111.  Terr.,  597; 
extinguish,  of  Indian  titles  to  lands  in 
discussed,  524-525;  newspapers  in  to 
publ.  procls.  re  land  sales,  592 ;  northern 
bound,  discussed,  154-155,   155-156. 

Ohio  River,  108,  204,  314,  341,  343, 
384,  463,  506;  bound,  line,  Gallatin 
and  Johnson  cos.,  643;  donation 
claim  on,  112;  ferry  estab.  on,  110, 
111;  floods  of  injure  salt  mines,  270- 
271,  272;  floods  on,  554,  555;  fract. 
sees,  on,  38-39. 

Oldham,  Henry,  appd.:  county  judge, 
664,  j.p.,  648,  668,  surgeon,  638,  641; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214; 
signer,  304,  449,  459, 

Omelvaney,  Samuel,  appd.:  census 
commr.,  666,  j.p.,  625,  645,  655; 
signer,  601;  signs  legis.  memor.,  473. 

Ordinance  ot  1787,  clause  on  genl.  assem- 
bly discussed,  640;  ment.,  288;  pro- 
vision for  judges  discussed,  103-104. 

Orleans  Territory,  334;  requisition  of 
govr.  of,  for  arrest  of  Dunlap,  621. 

Ormsby,  John,  appd.  drum  major,  638, 
641;  signer,  315. 

Ormsby,  Rep.  Stephen,  of  Ky.,  letter 
to  Sec.  State,  212;  recommds.  Hardin 
as  judge,  212. 

Osage  Indians,  hostility  of,  169;  pur- 
chase from  discussed,  506;  talks  with 
trans.,  355;  treaty  ment.,  550. 

Osborn,  Selleck,  signer,  323. 

Otoe  Indians,  arrival  of  expected  in  St. 
Louis,  354. 

Ottawa  Indians,  254,  433;  annuities 
discu.ssed,  443;  attend  counc.  with 
other  hostile  tribes,  484;  claim  of, 
south  of  111.  R.  discussed,  505;  con- 
quer Peoria  tribe,  255;  difficulty  in 
manag.  of  after  war,  348;  express 
satis,  with  U.S.  rels.,  396;  hostile 
concert  with  other  tribes,  504;  joined 
by  Piankashaws,  432;  joint  claim  of 
For  identical  names, 


to  Potawatomi  lands,  318;  land  ces- 
sions by,  435;  oppose  settlement  of 
other  nations.  478;  part  of,  in  Green 
Bay  agency,  490;  Potawatomi  claims 
derived  from,  255;  prior  right  to 
Potawatomi  lands,  260;  propo.sed 
treaty  with,  524;  treaty  cession  by, 
discussed,  610;  treaty  with,  discussed, 
387-389,  522. 

Ottawa  Indians  of  L'Arbre  Croche,  hos- 
tility of,  201. 

Overton,  Daniel,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Owens  (Owen),  Ezra,  appd.:  census 
commr.,  667,  j.p.,  638  n.,  quarter- 
master, 638;  partner  in  salt-mine 
venture,  115. 

Owins,  Capt.  — ,  528. 

Pace,  Joel,  signer,  449,  459. 
Paddock,  Oru  F.,  signer,  323. 
Padfield,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  655;  postal 

service  to  house  of,  595. 
Padon  (Padan),  John,  ranger  co.,  139. 
Painter,  Jacob,  appd.  ensign,  656. 
Palmer,  John,  appd.  coroner,  647;  signer, 

314. 
Palmer,  Joseph,  appd.:  county  judge, 

659,  sheriff,  666. 
Palmer,  Robert,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
Palmyra  (Ind.),  566;  postal  schedule  to 

Belville,  595. 
Paris  (Ky.),  217. 
Parish,  John,  appd.  ensign,  669. 
Parisien,  Joseph,  land  claim  discussed, 

131,  132. 
Parke,  Judge  Benjamin,  348. 
Parker,  Gen.  Daniel,  406. 
Parmer,  Joseph,  appd.  ensign,  654. 
Parois,  Louison,  appd.  lieut.,  646. 
Passport,  granted  to  ascend  111.  R.,  661, 

670,  671. 
Patee,  John,  signer,  324. 
Patrick,  Samuel,  Jr.,  signer,  323. 
Patterson,   James,   appd.:   ensign,   662, 

lieut.,  642. 
Patterson,  Thomas  C,  appd.:  j.p.,  665, 

672,    sheriff,    644,    661;    resigns    as 

sheriff,  663. 
Patton,  B.  W.,  of  Ky.,  recommds.  Dar- 
neille as  judge,  605. 
Patton,  James,  appd.  ensign,  658. 
see  index  note,  p.  67^. 
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Patton,  John  D.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Paul,  Major  Rene,  355,  356;  carries 
treaties  to  Sec.  War,  352,  362. 

Pawnee  (Panis)  Indians,  arrival  ex- 
pected in  St.  Louis,  354. 

Paxton,  Amos,  appd.:  ensign,  649,  lieut., 
652. 

Payne,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  641. 

Pease,  Surveyor  General  Seth,  instrs.  to, 
as  survT.  south  of  Ohio  R.,  333-334. 
See  also  Postmaster  General  (asst.), 
Pease. 

Peaus  Indians,  war  ment.  with,  5. 

Peeples  (Peebles)  Robert,  recommds. 
Hardin  as  dist.  atty.,  605;  signer,  449, 
459. 

Pelegor,  Joseph,  signer,  519. 

Peltier,  Antoine  (Anthony),  signer,  568; 
volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Peltier,  Michel  (Michael),  signer,  568; 
volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Penn,  Joseph,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 

Pennsylvania,  24,  84,  85;  emig.  from, 
to  111.  Terr.,  597;  law  adopted  from, 
635. 

Penrod,  Samuel,  Sr.,  applic.  for  permit 
to  settle,  447. 

Peoria,  94,  226,  319,  400,  622;  goods  of 
inhabs.  seized  by  Craig,  544;  Graham 
appd.  Indian  agt.,  255;  inhabs.  re- 
moved by  Craig,  544-545;  interfer. 
of  Indians  with  surveys  near,  439, 
440;  interp.  recommd.  for  Indians  at, 
330;  Piankashaws  remove  to,  432; 
recommd.  as  site  for  Indian  agency, 
197,  359;  sale  of  liquor  to  Indians 
near,  prohibited,  642;  seat  of  Indian 
agency,  122. 

Peoria  Indian  agency,  435,  483;  auth. 
of  Mo.  Terr.  go\T.  over,  discussed, 
430-431;  compens.  of  agt.,  402;  needs 
discussed,  494-495,  495-496; 
recommd.  by  Edwards,  445.  See 
also  Graham,  Richard;  Forsyth, 
Thomas. 

Peoria  Indians,  concl.  of  treaty  of  cession 
with,  607  n.;  conquest  by  Ottawa  and 
Chippewa  Indians,  255;  part  of  111. 
nation,  255. 

Peoria  (Pioria)  Lake,  battle  with  In- 
dians at,  ment.,  34,  432,  544. 


Pepin,  E.,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Pepin,  Jean,  volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark, 
570. 

Perkins,  Francis,  signer,  323. 

Perkins,  Isaac,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 

Perkins,  Lieut.  Joseph,  defends  Prairie 
du  Chien,  4. 

Perry,  John  Francois,  appd.:  common- 
pleas  judge,  635,  j.p.,  629. 

Perry,  Samuel,  proposal  for  lead-mine 
lease,  372. 

Petitions,  memorials  and  resolutions,  by 
Jones  and  Bond,  not  laid  before  Cong., 
144;  com.  rept.  on,  from  Shawnee- 
town,  462;  discussed  re:  abate,  of 
price  of  lots,  451,  addit.  compens.  for 
reg.  and  rec.  Kaskaskia,  123,  addit. 
compens.  for  reg.  and  rec.  Shawnee- 
town,  257,  addit.  duty  on  foreign  lead, 
482-483,  lease  for  hotel  site,  467-468, 
postal  ser%'ice  bet.  Kaskaskia  and 
Johnson  Ct.  H.,  553,  preemption,  289, 
357-358,  relief  for  Bate,  554-556, 
\iolation  of  preemption  law  by  Jones, 
99,  105-106;  to  Sec.  Treas.  by  W. 
Edwards  for  payt.  of  expense  acct., 
465;  texts  to  Congress  by:  Bate  for 
renewal  of  saline  lease,  270-271, 
Birkbeck  for  land  grant  to  English 
emigrants,  545-546,  citizens  of  eastern 
states  for  grant  of  land,  321-324, 
citizens  of  111.  and  Indiana  terrs.  for 
preemption  rights,  29-30,  citizens  of 
Shawneetown  for  abate,  in  price  of 
lots,  457-459,  citizens  of  terr.  for  pre- 
emption rights,  261-263,  citizens  of 
terr.  opposing  renewal  of  lease  to 
Bate,  312-315,  Hibernian  Society  of 
Baltimore  for  grant  of  land  for  emigs. 
from  Ireland,  558-561,  inhabs.  of 
Gallatin  Co.  for  lease  of  hotel  site  on 
U.S.  Saline,  448-449,  inhabs.  of 
Green  Bay  for  citizenship  in  U.S., 
517-520,  inhabs.  of  Madison  Co.  for 
adjust,  of  land  claims,  426-427, 
inhabs.  of  Shawneetown  in  support  of 
lease  of  salt  works  to  Bate,  304-305, 
inhabs.  of  terr.  for  grant  of  improve, 
rights,  268-269,  inhabs.  of  terr.  for 
relief  to  Clark's  volunteers,  566-570, 
Jones  for  addit.  compens.,  577-580, 
Jones  and  Bond  for  addit.  compens. 
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as  reg.  and  rec,  129-135,  Lebaron  for 
right  to  explore  and  work  copper 
mines,  290-291;  lexis  to  Congress  by 
legis.  assembly  for:  change  in  judicial 
system,  51-53,  early  payt.  of  rangers, 
299-300,  further  time  to  locate  con- 
firmed claims,  279  280,  payt.  for 
losses  in  war,  472-473,  reduction  of 
powers  of  govr.,  285-286,  relief  from 
unjust  operation  of  land  laws,  263- 
268,  revision  of  judiciary  act,  273-275; 
Icxt  to  Pres.  by  legis.  assembly  for 
enforce,  of  law  on  removal  of  intrud- 
ers, 280-281. 

Petty,  J.  L.  S.,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214. 

Phelps,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  629;  auth.  to 
adminis.  oaths,  634. 

Phelps,  John  H.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Philadelphia  (Pa.),  205,  292;  banks 
resume  specie  payts.,  481;  source  of 
goods  for  Indians,  600. 

Philip,  James,  ranger  Co.,  138. 

Philips,  Sec.  Joseph,  649;  applic.  for 
appt.  as  terr.  secy.,  383;  appd.  commr. 
to  fix  Indian  bounds.,  549,  551 ;  begin, 
of  term,  453  n.;  chosen  chief  justice 
of  sup.  ct.  of  State  of  111.,  612; 
claim  for  salary  discussed,  614-615, 
615  n.;  commd.  terr.  secy,  from  Tenn., 
453-454,  660;  letter  ment.  to  Sec. 
State,  580;  letters  to:  Compt.  of 
Treas.,  614-616,  Sec.  State,  383,  563, 
Sec.  Treas.,  606;  milit.  record  dis- 
cussed, 412-413;  not  arrived,  475; 
opinion  re:  number  of  Potawatomi, 
319,  Potawatomi  reluctance  to  part 
with  land,  259-260;  periods  as  act. 
govr.,  622,  665,  667  668,  669,  669- 
671;  recommd.  as:  Indian  bound, 
commr.,  523;  terr.  secy.,  382,  383, 
385,  412-414;  recommds.  Mears  as 
dist.  atty.,  606,  612;  salary,  453  n.; 
service  ment.  as  Indian  bound, 
commr.,  614;  takes  oath  as  secy., 
659;  transmits:  accts.,  606,  614-615, 
terr.  laws  to  Sec.  State,  563,  580. 

Philips,  Sec.  Joseph,  and  Graham,  R., 

appd.  to  run  Indian  bound,  line,  610; 

letter  to  Sec.  War,  610-611;  rept.  by, 

For  identical  names, 


on  diflTiculty  in  run.  Indian  bound. 

line,  610-611. 
Philips,  Peter,  appd.  j.p.,  658,  672. 
Philips,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 
Piankashaw  (Piankeshaw~i  Indians,  433; 

annuities  discu.ssed,  432,  436;  desire 

annuities  be  paid  at  Kaskaskia,  253; 

exchange  of  lands  by  recommd.,  253; 

interp.    to,    402;    join    other    tribes, 

432;    land     cession    discussed,     533; 

migrations    of,    432;     remove    from 

Wabash    R.   to    Peoria,    432;    under 

auth.  of  Edwards,  145. 
Piatt,  Benjamin  M.,  appd.  atty.  genl., 

635;  resigns,  647  n. 
Piatt,    Ebenezer,   appd.   j.p.,   658. 
Piatt,  John  H.,  surety  for  Rector,  160. 
Pickett,    William    P.,    letter   ment.    to 

P.M.G.,  611. 
Pierce,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
Pierce,     James,     appd.:  coroner,     668, 

county  survr.,  668. 
Piles,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  656,  667. 
Pilette    (Fillet),    Louis,    dit    St.    Ange, 

volun.  under  G.  R.  Clark,  570. 
Pillars,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  664,  ensign, 

630. 
Pinconneau,  August,  appd.  capt.,  649. 
Pinconneau,     Ettienne,     appd.     capt., 

622,  630. 
Pinsino,   Augustus,   appd.   ensign,   637. 
Piper,   Edward   H.,   appd.:  circuit  and 

county  court  elk.,  657,  667,  county 

recorder,    657,    county    treas.,    656; 

resigns  as  county  treas.,  656. 
Piper,  Thomas,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Piqua,  O.  (Picqua),  Indian  agency,  ap- 

prop.  for,  508. 
Pittsburgh  (Pa.),  206,  327,  562. 
Pittsford,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 
Pittsford  (Vt.),  323. 
Plough,  Nehemiah,  signer,  263. 
Polk  County,  appts.  in,  654,  655,  656, 

657,  658,  659,  660,  662,  663,  664,  665, 

666,  667,  668,  670,  672. 
Pomeroy  (Pomery;  Pomroy;  Pumroy), 

Joseph,  appd.:  j.p.,  668,  lieut.  col., 

665. 
Pomfret  (Vt.),  323,  324. 
Poole,  William,  appd.  coroner,  658. 
Pope,  John,  of  Ky.,  letter  to  Sec.  State, 
see  index  note,  p.  67 i. 
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402-403,  480;  recommds.  Cook:  as 
terr.  secy.,  402-403,  for  office,  480. 

Pope,  Deleg.  Nathaniel,  469,  475,  479, 
596;  date  of  seat,  as  terr.  deleg.,  585 
n.;  elected  terr.  deleg.,  382,  383,  386, 
393,  438,  439  n.,  444;  informed  re: 
Indian  interfer.  with  surveys,  439- 
441,  postal  ser\ice,  566;  lays  claim  of 
Fouke  for  compens.  before  Sec.  State, 
584-587;  letters  menl.  to:  Brent,  597, 
Edwards,  464,  486,  Meigs,  470,  474; 
P.M.G.,  459,  554,  Sec.  State,  562; 
letters  of  intro.  of,  to  Pres.,  454-455; 
letters  to:  Brent,  593,  chm.  com.  on 
pub.  lands,  476-478,  Johnson,  471, 
Meigs,  449-451,  464,  467-468,  488, 
Pres.,  454,  Sec.  State,  485-486,  562, 
571,  584-585;  nonpayt.  of  milit.  staff 
of  govr.  discussed  by,  471 ;  opinion 
on  final  confirm,  of  land  claims,  488; 
presses  claim  of  Fouke  for  compens., 
593,  594;  project  for  print,  laws  sub- 
mitted to,  556,  557;  query  on  legality 
of  sale  of  lands  for  ta.xes,  449-450; 
recommds.:  payt.  of  milit.  staff  for 
war  service,  471,  granting  prayer  of 
Blue's  petition,  467-468;  rept.  by,  re 
Indian  bound,  lines,  485-486;  re- 
quests auth.  to  print  laws  be  sent 
Kimmel,  571;  transmits  Kimmel's 
applic.  for  print,  to  Sec.  State,  562. 

Pope,  Register  Nathaniel,  appd.  reg. 
Edwardsville  L.  O.,  610;  informs 
Mears  of  recommds.  of  Reynolds  and 
Hardin  as  dist.  atty.,  613-614;  letter 
to  Meigs,  613-614;  letters  ment.  to: 
Gardiner,  609,  Mears,  612,  Meigs, 
602,  603;  recommds.  Mears  as  dist. 
atty.,  606,  612.     See  also  Registers. 

Pope,  Sec.  and  Act.  Gov.  Nathaniel, 
affid.  re  oath  of,  620;  commd.  secy, 
from  La.  Terr.,  619-620;  declines  to 
endorse  candidates  as  judge,  216; 
informs  Sec.  State  of  death  of  Gris- 
wold,  215,  216;  letters  to:  anon.,  216, 
Pres.  386,  Sec.  State,  215,  Stephenson, 
35-36;  opposes  popular  elec.  of  militia 
officers,  627  n.;  orders  arrest  and 
return  of  fugitive  from  La.  Terr.,  629; 
organiz.  of  militia  by,  discussed,  626; 
periods  as  act.  gov.,  619-624,  629,  632, 
647,  655-656,  657;  procl.  by,  fixing 
For  identical  names. 


county  bounds.,  620-621;  resig.  of, 
386,  412,  414,  416,  474;  signer,  601; 
signs  procls.,  620,  621,  640,  642,  643, 
644,  645;  suggests  to  terr.  deleg.  to 
press  for:  aid  for  starving  Kaskaskia 
Indians,  35,  campaign  against  Indians, 
36,  payt.  of  staff  of  govr.,  35;  terr. 
seal  submitted  to,  for  transmittal  to 
Sec.  State,  365. 

Pope,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  letter  to 
Sec.  State,  606. 

Porlier,  Jacques,  signer,  518. 

Portage  des  Sioux  (Descieux;  Descioux), 
Indian  negots.  at,  ment.,  282;  Indian 
treaties  at,  discussed,  227,  228-229, 
253,  348,  432-433,  440. 

Porter,  Alexander,  signer,  314. 

Porter,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  669. 

Porter,  William,  appd.  ensign,  634; 
resigns,  637. 

Portle,  Michael,  signer,  263. 

Portor  (Porter),  William,  ranger  co., 
138. 

Posey,  Gov.  Thomas,  of  Indiana  Terr., 
348. 

Postal  service,  544;  adv.  for:  contracts, 
344,  595,  post  routes,  509-510; 
change  in  route,  347;  closing  of  p.o., 
230;  discussed,  481,  506-507,  574; 
exten.  of,  584,  611;  failure  of,  563, 
584;  floods  affect,  441;  Kaskaskia 
made  center  of  distrib.,  459,  460; 
plan  for  Shawneetown-Kaskaskia 
route,  156-157;  queries  on  second 
weekly  mails,  553-554;  reguls.  on 
distrib.  of  mail  at  Shawneetown,  211; 
remedy  for  delayed  mail,  462;  Ste. 
Genevieve-Shawneetown  route  dis- 
cussed, 144;  schedules,  158,  328,  344, 
460,  509-510,  553,  565,  566,  570, 
584,  595. 

Postmaster  General,  Meigs,  ends,  bond 
and  oath  of  Thomas  Prim,  Sr.,  as 
mail  contractor,  41;  instrs.  by,  re: 
addit.  schedules,  460,  carry,  mail 
across  the  Miss.,  481,  delayed  mail, 
462,  mail  carriage  on  Shawneetown- 
Kaskaskia  route,  506-507,  mail  con- 
tracts, 143-144,  routing  of  mails  east 
and  south,  149,  schedules,  157-158,  to 
close  p.o.  at  Beaucoup,  230;  letter 
ment.  to  Edrington,  565;  letters  to: 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 


726 


INDEX 


Apperson,  584,  Arundel,  143-144, 
Cadwell,  149,  Cooper,  328,  Cox,  230, 
460,  Edrington,  565,  Edwards,  156, 
Grayson,  584,  Griswold,  211,  Hum- 
phreys, 574,  Jones,  157,  McDonough, 
157,  230,  544,  553-554,  Morrison,  460, 
462,  481,  Pickett,  611,  Pope,  459,  480, 
554,  566,  p.m.  Clinton  Hill,  41, 
Primm,  157-158,  347,  Scott,  553, 
Sullivan,  566,  Trotier,  570,  Vaught, 
506-507,  563,  565;  queries  by  re: 
failure  of  mail  carriage,  563,  postal 
service  to  points  in  Mo.  Terr.,  328, 
terms  for  second  weekly  mail,  553- 
554.     Sec  also  Meigs,  Return  J. 

Postmaster  General  (asst.),  Pease,  Seth, 
instrs.  by,  to  p.m.  at  Ft.  Massac,  re 
sending  acets.,  27;  letter  to  Weaver, 
27.  See  also  Pease,  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral Seth. 

Potawatomi  (Potowattumie;  Potto- 
wottomie)  Indians,  433;  address  to 
Pres.  discussed,  226-227;  annuities 
for,  226;  annuities  for  111.  branch,  327; 
attack  on,  by  Moore,  170-171;  attend 
council  with  other  hostile  tribes,  484; 
claims  of:  discussed,  550,  south  of 
111.  R.  discussed,  487,  505,  west  of 
111.  R.,  255,  260;  criticize  Sauk 
Indian  cession,  227-229;  delay  reply 
to  meet  Edwards  in  council,  318-319; 
difficulty  in  manag.  of  after  war,  348; 
enter  new  confed.  against  U.S.,  473; 
estimate  of  number  of  319;  hostile 
concert  with  other  tribes,  504;  hos- 
tility of,  201;  interfer.  with  surveys, 
226;  interp.  to,  254,  402;  invit.  to 
visit  Pres.  recommd.,  318-319;  in- 
vited to  join  action  by  Sauk  Indians, 
360;  invited  to  St.  Louis  for  treaty 
negots.,  354;  joined  by  Piankashaws, 
432;  land  cession  by,  435;  letter  ment. 
to  Pres.,  253,  318;  loc.  of  villages  of, 
516;  major  part  under  auth.  of 
Edwards,  145;  message  of  chief  to 
Pres.,  227-229;  murder  of  friendly, 
by  rangers,  116;  oppose  settle,  of 
other  nations,  478;  other  Indian 
claims  to  lands  of,  318;  place  for 
payt.  of  annuities  to,  discussed,  524, 
525;  reluctant  to  part  with  land, 
259-260;  oppose  survey  of  milit. 
For  identical  names, 


bounty  lands,  228,  230-231,  234  235, 
238;  problem  of  annuities  due,  253; 
reluctant  to  attend  council  with 
Edwards,  483;  request  delivery  of 
annuities  at  Ft.  Clark,  228;  steal 
horses,  517;  suggested  appease,  of, 
235;  to  be  compensated  for  loss  of 
hunt,  grounds,  238;  to  be  invited  to 
council  on  land  claims,  255;  treaty 
cession  by  discussed,  610;  treaty 
negots.  with,  387-389,  522,  524,  525, 
543,  563;  visit  survrs.,  249. 

Potosi  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route,  St. 
Louis-Ark.  Post,  510. 

Potts,  Isaiah  S.,  signer,  459. 

Powers,  Benjamin  F.,  signer,  323. 

Powers,  John,  appd.:  county  judge, 
659,  j.p.,  667. 

Prairie  du  Chien  (Praire;  Prairy; 
Prareduchane),  9,  94,  330,  399,  440, 
484,  586,  622;  arrest  of  Brisbois  at, 
for  treason,  594;  attached  to  Mich. 
Terr.,  589;  attitude  of  Indians  near, 
346;  Boilvin  leads  Indians  from,  to 
St.  Louis,  345;  Boilvin's  mission  to, 
at  close  of  war,  281-283;  Brit, 
settlers  at,  308;  capture  of,  264; 
considered  as  site  for  Indian  agency, 
359;  dist.  to:  Ft.  Johnson,  540, 
Kaskaskia,  594  n.;  estab.  of  trad, 
factories  discussed,  315,  316-317;  ex- 
amined for  seat  of  Indian  agency,  384; 
exped.  for  reliet  of,  10  11;  failure  of 
relief  exped.  to,  3-8;  Indian  agt.  at, 
under  auth.  of  Edwards,  502;  Indian 
trade  at,  discussed,  500-501;  Indians 
object  to  Amer.  fort  at,  360;  instrs. 
for  reinforce,  of,  495;  lead  mines  at, 
324;  need  of  Indian  goods  at,  282-283; 
note  on  hist,  sources,  10  n.;  reinforce, 
of,  498  499;  source  of  inform,  on 
hostile  Indians,  483;  U.S.  troops  to 
occupy,  410.  See  also  Indian  trad- 
ing factory  (Prairie  du  Chien). 

Prairie  du  Chien  Indian  agency,  affairs 
of  discussed,  526-529;  auth.  of  Mo. 
Terr.  govr.  over,  430,  431;  Boilvin 
appd.  agt.  at,  570;  Boilvin  returning 
to,  415;  compens.  of  agt,  at,  401; 
recommd.  by  Edwards,  445;  rept.  of 
Indian  council  at,  to  be  fwd.,  415; 
see  index  Tiote,  p.  67^. 
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undue  number  of  traders'  licenses  for, 
492-493. 

Prairie  du  Rocher  (des  Roche),  on  post 
route,  Kaskaskia-St.  Charles,  509; 
postal  service  to  St.  Louis,  328  n.; 
survey  of,  discussed,  578. 

Prater  (Prather;  Prator),  Edward,  appd. 
ensign,  633;  resigns,  637. 

Preemption  and  preemptioners,  11-12, 
28,  44,  47,  114,  146,  152,  175,  335, 
340,  356,  357-358,  438;  act  re,  dis- 
cussed, 38,  345,  352,  428;  adjus.  of 
rights  to,  in  Shawneetown  dist.,  257; 
adminis.  of  act  re,  discussed,  99,  105- 
106;  applic.  of  law  re,  discussed  and 
criticized,  182-183,  264-268;  claims, 
in  Shawneetown  L.  O.,  43;  effect  of 
law  re  on  claimants,  151;  entry  of 
land  by  authd.,  239;  instrs.  asked, 
165-166;  loc.  of,  discussed,  162-163, 
164;  loc.  of  papers  on  claims  for,  43; 
memor.  for  extens.  of  right  to,  re- 
jected, 289;  number  of,  in  Kaskaskia 
dist.,  118;  petition  for  right  of,  261- 
263;  pressure  of,  188;  right  of:  in 
reserv.  tracts,  discussed,  13-15, 18-19, 
21-23,  31-32,  33,  37-40,  limited  to 
two  districts,  470;  right  to,  597-598; 
sale  discussed,  97-98;  sale  of  pub. 
lands  to,  46;  sec.  16  excluded  from, 
13;  status  of,  in  land  sales,  127. 

President,  295,  296;  auth.  over:  Indian 
trade  regulations  discussed,  525;  salt 
springs,  leasing  or  permit  to  discover, 
115,  248;  removal  of  intruders,  162. 

President  Madison,  188,  190,  222,  253, 
271,  325,  365,  361,  376,  396,  414,  415, 
439,  456,  466,  475,  585;  address  of 
Potawatomi  to,  end.,  226;  alleged 
instrs.  by,  re  reducing  auth.  of 
Edwards  over  Indian  affairs,  171; 
appts.:  Edgar  brig.  genl.  militia,  425- 
426,  Edwards  govr.,  628;  approval 
of  leases  necessary,  358,  381;  approves 
appts.  of:  Graham  as  Indian  agt., 
198,  Jouett  as  Indian  agt.,  190-191, 
206,  318;  approves  lead-mine  leases, 
497;  auth.  of:  needed  for  lead-mine 
leases,  344,  over  land  reserves,  125, 
467,  to  lease  lead  mines  discussed, 
383-384,  to  lease  salt  sprgs.  discussed, 
469,  to  make  lead-mine  reservations. 
For  identical  names. 


388;  auth.  to  survey  milit.  bounty 
lands,  389-390;  auth.  settle,  with 
Potawatomi,  255;  clarifies  status  of 
Edwards  as  Indian  supt.,  189;  com- 
pany of  rangers  offered  to,  138;  de- 
clines to  approve  lease  for  tavern, 
469;  directs:  compens.  for  Potawa- 
tomi, 238,  survey  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  337;  grants  R.  Graham  leave 
to  visit  Washington,  465;  Indians 
grateful  to,  282;  informed  of  old  land 
company  claims,  235-236;  instrs.:  re 
Potawatomi  Indians,  318-319,  to  re- 
move intruders,  168;  interest  of  in 
locating  milit.  bounty  lands,  154,  155; 
lease  of  lead  mine  recommd.  to,  324- 
325;  letters  to,  introd.  Pope,  454-455; 
memor.  to,  for  enforce,  of  law  re 
removal  of  intruders,  280-281;  mes- 
sage of  Potawatomi  to,  227-229;  no 
action  by,  re  reserves,  167;  nomin.  of 
Edgar  as  brig.  genl.  laid  before,  449; 
policy  re  Sauk  Indians  laid  before, 
362;  Pope's  resign,  laid  before,  386; 
precis,  ment.:  re  Canad.  voluns.,  336, 
land  sale,  needed,  188,  permit  to  re- 
side on  pub.  lands,  428-429,  pub. 
land  sales,  437,  removal  of  intruders 
discussed,  302,  303,  308,  343,  586, 
removal  of  intruders  protested,  289- 
290;  query  to,  on  removal  of  intruders, 
158;  recommds.  to:  for  appt.  of  terr. 
secy.,  404,  for  judge,  211-212,  213- 
214,  223-224,  re  estab.  of  Indian 
agency  in  111.  Terr.,  197-198,  Towles 
as  judge,  209;  requests  legal  opinion, 
375-376;  sig.  by,  of  land-sale  procl. 
awaited,  339;  signs:  act,  142,  cpmm., 
233,  247,  287,  288,  454,  620,  624,  660, 
procl.,  342;  suspends:  approv.  of 
lead-mine  leases,  475,  final  sanction 
on  leasing  lead  mines,  325  n.,  pro- 
posals for  lead-mine  leases,  392;  to 
approve  leases  of  salt  sprgs.  and 
lead  mines,  48,  479,  487. 
President  Monroe,  511,  523,  530,  537, 
539,  549;  appt.  of  brig.  genl.  of  militia 
by,  522;  appts.:  Graham  and  Philips 
to  run' Indian  bound,  line,  610,  Pope, 
reg.  Edwardsville  L.  O.,  610;  approval 
of  saline  leases  necessary,  523;  ap- 
proves: appt.  of  Stephenson  as  sub- 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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agt.  of  Indians,  513,  exclus.  of  foreign 

traders,  561-562,  saline  lease,  603; 
directs  enforce,  of  law  exclud.  foreign 
traders,  547;  fixes  date  for  distrib.  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  535;  informed  of 
reasons  for  Edwards's  refusal  of  appt. 
as  Indian  commr.,  547-548;  nomin. 
of:  Chouteau  as  Indian  commr.  sub- 
mitted to,  563,  Edgar  and  White  as 
brigs,  genl.  militia,  512,  551;  policy 
discussed,  503,  504;  procl.  for  land 
sales  sent  to,  for  sig.,  590;  proposal 
for  trad,  factory  at  Ft.  Johnson  sub- 
mitted to,  540  541;  recommd.  for 
judge  laid  before,  604;  resig.  of 
Edwards  submitted  to,  603;  signs 
comm.,  552;  to  visit  Detroit,  502, 
514.  See  also  Secretary  of  State, 
Monroe;  Secretary  of  War,  Monroe. 

Price,  David,  appd.  eapt.,  669. 

Price,  Isaiah,  appd.  j.p.,  659. 

Price,  Pegy,  signer,  263. 

Price's,  on  post  route,  St.  Charles- 
Howard  Ct.  H.,  509. 

Prichard,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  633. 

Prickett  (Prickette),  Abraham,  appd.: 
capt.,  671,  j.p.,  653,  659,  lieut.,  665; 
resigns  as  j.p.,  665;  signer,  601. 

Primm  (Prim),  Daniel,  appd.  lieut.,  635. 

Primm  (Prim),  John,  appd.  j.p.,  655; 
p.m.  at  Cahokia,  instrs.  to,  re:  mail 
delivery,  347,  schedules,  157-158. 

Primm  (Prim),  John,  Sr.,  41  n. 

Primm  (Prim),  Thomas,  Sr.,  awarded 
mail  contract,  41  n.;  bond  and  oath 
as  mail  contractor,  41. 

Printing,  U.S.  laws  discussed,  596. 

Pritchard,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 

Proclamation,  Brit,  royal,  of  1763,  dis- 
cussed, 574. 

Proclamations,  by  act.  govr.  and  secy, 
estab.  county  bounds  (text),  620-621; 
by  govr.  (texts)  re:  elec.  of  deleg.  to 
Congress  and  members  of  assembly, 
644,  elec.  on  organiz.  assembly,  640, 
estab.  new  counties,  643,  fixing  date 
of  first  genl.  assembly,  645,  prohib. 
sale  of  liquor  to  Indians,  642;  by 
Pres.:  for  pub.  land  sale,  discussed, 
338,  339,  437,  sent  to  land  offices,  331, 
343,  593,  text,  340-343;  by  Pres. 
ment.  re:  Canadian  voluns.,  336, 
For  identical  names, 


removal  of  intruders,  289-290,  302, 

303,  308,   343,   586,   593,   settlers  on 

pub.  lands,  343,  428-429. 
Proctor,  John,  appd.,  ensign,  656. 
Provost    (Pro vat;    Provet;    Provot), 

Pierre,  signer,  568;  volun.  under  G. 

R.  Clark,  569. 
"Prudentia",  letter  to  ///.  Intelligencer, 

581   582. 
Pruit    (Pruet),    — ,    depos.    re    Capt. 

Moore  discussed,   171. 
Pruitt,  Lieut,  Abraham,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Pruitt,  I.,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 
Pruitt,     Solomon,    appd.:     capt.,     639, 

lieut.,  630. 
Pruitt,  William,  appd.:  capt.,  622,  630, 

major,  636. 
Puant  Indians,  arrive  at  St.  Louis  for 

treaty,  345. 
Puller,    Marvin,   appd.   county   survr., 

659. 
Pulliam,  James,  ranger  co.,  138. 
PuUum,  Thomas,  appd.  capt.,  650. 
Pumroy,    Joseph,    appd.:    capt.,    649, 

county  judge,  653,  major,  653. 
Pumroy,  — ,  416,  certif.  of,  as  assignee 

of  Mobley  discussed,  394. 
Purine     (Punine;     Purrine;     Purvine), 

William,  appd.  capt.,  670. 
Puthuff  (Putthoff),  Major  William  H., 

extent    of    licenses    i-ssued    by,     at 

Michilimackinac,  493;  idea  of  bounds 

of  Michilimackinac  agency,  516;  letter 

ment.  from,  502;  letter  ment.  to  Cass, 

516;  letter  to  Cass,  378-379;  trade 

license  policy  of,  defended  by  Cass, 

525-526. 
Pyle,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  633. 

Quick,  Moses,  appd.:  j.p.,  665,  lieut., 
630. 

Rabb,  William,  appd.  common-pleas 
judge,  644;  proposal  for  lead-mine 
lease,  372;  resigns  as  common-pleas 
judge,  647. 

Racine,  Francois,  appd.  capt.,  622. 

RadclifF,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  647. 

Radcliff,  Simon,  ranger  co.,  138. 

RadcliEf,  — ,  letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  566. 

Rader,  Philip,  appd.  ensign,  630. 

Rail,  Lewis,  ranger  co.,  138. 
see  index  note,  p.  67^. 
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Ramsey,  William,  signer,  30. 

Ramsey,  William  H.,  appd.  lieut.,  637. 

Randall,  Josias,  see  Randle,  Josias. 

Randall,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  signer,  323. 

Randle  (Randall),  Josias,  appd.:  com- 
mon-pleas elk.,  644,  county  elk.,  651, 
654,  667,  county  recorder,  645,  sup. 
ct.  elk.,  650;  recommds.  Cook  as  terr. 
secy.,  417  n. 

Randolph,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 

Randolph  (Vt.),  323. 

Randolph  County,  appts.  in,  621,  623, 
624,  625,  626,  628,  629,  630,  631,  632, 
633,  634,  635,  637,  638,  639,  642,  644, 
646,  648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  654,  655, 
656,  657,  659,  662,  664,  667,  668,  671, 
672;  apport.  of  reps,  to,  644;  bound., 
621;  circuit  ct.  to  be  held  in,  86; 
elec.  to  be  held  to  fill  vacancy  in  H.  R., 
653;  fees  due  sheriff,  628;  in  second 
jud.  circuit,  140,  213;  law  enacted  on 
return  of  taxable  property,  629-630; 
part  of  new  jud.  circuit,  64;  place  of 
elec.  in,  644;  time  of  meet,  of  circuit 
ct.  in,  57. 

Raner,  Samuel,  appd.  lieut.,  651. 

Rangers,  roster  of  company  of,  138- 
139;  volun.  company  offered  to  U.S., 
137.    See  also  United  States  rangers. 

Ransom,  Richard,  signer,  323. 

Rascine,  Francis,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Ratliff  (Ratcliff;  Ratcliffe),  James, 
appd.:  circuit  and  county  ct.  elk., 
653,  666,  county  recorder,  653,  judge 
advocate,  641;  p.m.,  U.S.  Saline,  214; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214. 

Ratliff  (Rateliff),  John,  resigns  as  j.p., 
654  n. 

Rattan  (Ratten),  Thomas,  appd.  j.p., 
662,  667;  ranger  co.,  138. 

Raugard,  Lewis,  ranger  eo.,  138. 

Rawlings  (Rawligs),  Moses  M.  (H.), 
signer,  304,  315,  459. 

Rawlings,  Nathan,  appd.  ensign,  664. 

Ray,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 

Raymon,  John,  ranger  eo.,  138. 

Receivers  of  land  offices,  aspects  of  re- 
cord keep,  discussed,  220-221,  225- 
226,  231-233;  comm.  not  allowed  to, 
for  confirmed  unloe.  land  claims,  144; 
duty  re  preemption  and  unloe.  land 
claims,  130-135;  instrs.  re  examin.  of 


books  of,  510-511;  method  of  paying 
salary,  97-98;  role  in  land  sales,  41- 
42;  to  advance  funds  to  survr.  genl., 
332;  to  supply  funds  for  payt.  of 
troops,  158;  work  and  expense  to,  re 
loc.  claims,  discussed,  118-121,  122- 
123.  See  also  Bond,  Shadrach;  Cald- 
well,   John;    Stephenson,    Benjamin. 

Rector,  Elias,  appd.:  adj.  genl.,  622, 
632,  chancery  ct.  elk.,  646;  contract 
with  survr.  genl.  ment.,  169-170; 
letter  to  Meigs,  8-9;  plans  of,  for  sur- 
veys, 9;  rept.  by,  on  effect  of  war  on 
surveys,  8-9;  removed  as  adj.  genl., 
628;  resigns  as:  adj.  genl.,  647, 
chancery  ct.  elk.,  647;  work  as  survr., 
169-170. 

Rector,  Nelson,  dep.  survr.,  152;  appd. 
aide  de  camp,  645;  death  of,  on  Ark. 
R.,  278,  284,  320;  defense  by,  of  work 
as  dep.  survr.,  192-194;  letters  to 
Tiffin,  143,  192-194;  raises  volun.  co., 
8-9;  rept.  by,  on  surveys,  143;  survr. 
in  Kaskaskia  land  dist.,  159  n.;  takes 
part  in  relief  exped.  to  Prairie  du 
Chien,  3-8;  work  as  survr.,  170. 

Rector,  Brig.  Genl.  William,  8,  18,  33, 
109,  112,  188,  192,  251,  298,  301,  550, 
610,  636;  adopts  new  mode  to  equalize 
quarter  sees.,  468;  amt.  of  bond,  161; 
appd.:  aide  de  camp,  634,  common- 
pleas  judge,  635,  county  survr.,  633, 
survr.  genl.  in  111.  and  Mo.  terrs., 
332,  336;  eomm.  as  survr.  genl.  reed., 
347;  compens.  as  survr.  genl.,  474; 
connected  plat  of  surveys  by,  used  in 
Kaskaskia  L.O.,  37;  contracts  for 
surveys,  with  survr.  genl.  discussed, 
9,  159,  160-161,  169-170,  174,  241; 
credit  extend,  to,  539;  declines  task 
of  examin.  Kaskaskia  L.  0.,  403; 
desires  early  payt.  of  dep.  survrs., 
489;  diff.  bet.  returns  of,  and  Tiffin's 
discussed,  491-492;  estimate  by,  of 
cost  of  survey,  fori  Si  7, 457;  explains: 
defects  in  surveys  by,  240-243,  fail- 
ure to  supply  connected  plats  of 
Kaskaskia  land  dist.,  21-23,  reason 
for  defects  in  Kaskaskia  land  surveys, 
159  n.,  174-177;  extens.  of  credit  to, 
by  rec.  at  Shawneetown,  367;  funds 
on  deposit  at  Shawneetown  for  use  of, 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  671f. 
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351  n.;  holds  plat  of  surveys,  12;  Ill- 
ness of,  203,  208;  informs  Edwards  of 
Indian  interfer.  with  surveys,  439, 
440;  instrs.  to  re:  fiscal  operations  of 
surveyor's  office,  332-335,  further 
surveys,  203-204,  survey  of  milit. 
bounty  lands,  337,  survey  of  addit. 
tps.,  215,  supplying  data  on  lands  fit 
for  milit.  bounties,  393,  survey,  new 
lands,  577;  letters  ment.  to:  Meigs, 
350,  457,  463,  464,  539,  564,  N.  Rec- 
tor, 194,  Tiffin,  259;  letters  to:  Ed- 
wards, 440,  Meigs,  21-23,  174-179, 
347,  350-351,  367.  403,  410-412,  441, 
452-453,  457,  460-461,  468-469,  489 
490,  Tiffin,  159  n.  (extract),  169-170, 
174-179,  180,  320;  makes  returns  of 
surveys  of  private  claims,  24;  new- 
surveys  recommd.  to,  576;  places  land 
papers  in  custody  of  Barcroft,  23; 
plat  of  reserved  lands  by,  discussed, 
129;  recommds.:  Clarkson  as  dep. 
survr.,  180,  sale  of  addit.  land  in 
Edwardsville  dist.,  452;  repts.  by,  re: 
character  of  lands  selected  for  milit. 
bounties,  460-461,  fiscal  affairs,  403, 
prog,  of  surveys  of  milit.  bounty 
lands,  410-412,  status  of  surveys  in 
Kaskaskia  dist.,  174-179;  resigns  as 
common-pleas  judge,  635;  re-surveys 
by,  discus.'jed,  340;  suggests  survrs. 
bills  be  paid  by  Kaskaskia  L.  O.,  40.'); 
supplies  docs,  on  surveys  of  reserved 
lands,  25;  returns  of,  differ  from 
Tiffin's  476;  surveys:  criticized,  159, 
Miss.  R.  islands,  229,  reserved  tracts, 
14;  to  complete  surveys  at  early  date 
in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  114;  to  supply 
connected  plats,  31;  transmits  re- 
turns to:  Meigs,  169-170,  468,  489, 
Tiffin,  320;  work  as  survr.,  169-170. 

Redman,  Parmenus  (Parmenias),  appd.: 
lieut.,  664,  notary  pub.,  658;  rec- 
ommds. Towles  as  judge,  214;  re- 
signs <is  notary  pub.,  671;  signer,  449. 

Redman,  Samuel,  appd.  coroner,  657. 

Reed,  John,  appd.  ensign,  663. 

Reed,  William,  appd.  capt.,  658;  death 
of,  663;  ranger  co.,  138. 

Reeling,  David,  wounded  in  relief  of 
Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 

Registers  and  receivers  of  land  offices, 
For  identical  names, 


problem  before,  11-12;  request  instrs. 

on  reserv.  of  sec.  16,  13. 
Registers   of   land   offices,    comm.   not 

allowed  to,  for  confirmed  unlocated 

land   claims,    144;    duties   discussed, 

13,  577-580;  duty  re  preemption  and 

unloc.  land  claims,   130;    method    of 

paying  salary,   97-98;   role    in    land 

sales,  41-42;  work  and  expense,  in  loc. 

claims  discussed,   118-121,   122-123. 

See    also    Jones,    Michael;     McKee, 

John;  Pope,  Nathaniel;  Sloo,  Thomas. 
Reid,  Thomas,  appd.  lieut.,  638. 
Renault,  Philip,  grant  to,  discussed,  466. 
Renn,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  647. 
Renouee  (Reneaux;  Renaud;  Renous), 

Franjois,  signer,   668;  volun.   under 

G.  R.  Clark,  570. 
Reynolds,  James  B.,  recommds.  Philips 

as  terr.  secy.,  415  n. 
Reynolds,  John,  appd.  judge  advocate, 

652. 
Reynolds,  Robert,  appd.  ensign,  672. 
Reynolds,  Robert,  St.,  secy.   Madison 

Co.  meeting,  426,  427. 
Reynolds,  Thomas,  appd.  circuit  atty., 

665;  solicits  appt.  as  dist.  atty.  for 

III.  (State),  612,  613. 
Reynolds,     William,     appd.     surgeon's 

mate,  646. 
Rhea,  N.G.R.,  appd.  circuit  atty.,  657. 
Rhodes,    Ilesekiah,    killed    in    relief   of 

Prairie  du  Chien,  8. 
Richard,    Henry,    volun.    under    G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Richard,  John  Baptiste,  signer,  263. 
Richard,   Joseph,   volun.   under   G.    R. 

Clark,  569. 
Richard,     Pierre,    signer,    568;    volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 
Richardson,   James   A.,   appd.:   ensign, 

672,  j.p.,  671. 
Richardson,  John  F.,  appd.:  capt.,  662, 

major,  669. 
Richay,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 
Richmond,  Amaziah,  signer,  322. 
Richy,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  652. 
Riggs,   Ensign   Jonathan,  rept.  by,  to 

Howard  on  relief  exped.  to  Prairie  du 

Chien,  7-8;  takes  part  in  relief  exped., 

3-8,  10. 
Right,  Toliver,  appd.  capt.,  630. 
see  index  note,  p.  671,. 
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Riley,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  633;  resigns, 

637. 
Ritchee,  Joseph,  recommds.  Hardin  as 

dist.  atty.,  605. 
River  Des  Plaines  (Duplain),  557. 
Rives,  John  C,  recommds.   Hardin  as 

dist.  atty.,  605;  signer,  314. 
Roach,  John,  appd.  capt.,  669. 
Roads  and  highways,  appt.  of  supt.  of 

constr.  of,  discussed,  386;  authd.  for 

Shawneetown-Kaskaskia,    361;    com- 

mrs.   appd.   to   locate   Shawneetown- 
Kaskaskia,  361;  survey  of  not  reed., 

558;  under  constr.,  592-593. 
Roarch,  William,  signer,  315. 
Roberts,  Archibald,   appd.   lieut.,   648; 

signer,  315. 
Roberts,  John,  appd.  ensign,  663. 
Roberts,  Josiah,  appd.  lieut.,  636. 
Roberts,  Levi,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 
Roberts,    Thomas,    appd.:    capt.,    652, 

lieut.,    630;    resigns    as    capt.,    664; 

signer,  601. 
Robertson,  George,  230. 
Robertson,  Isaac  E.,  employed  as  survr., 

284. 
Robertson,  James,  appd.  ensign,  664. 
Robertson,  J.  E.,  plans  of  survey  by, 

north  of  base  line,  311. 
Robertson,    Rep.    Thomas   B.,    of   La., 

suggest,  to,  on  amend,  land  law,  306. 
Robinson,  Aaron,  ranger  co.,  139. 
Robinson,     George,    appd.:    j.p.,    625, 

sheriff,  644;  resigns  as  sheriff,  652  n. 
Robinson  (Robertson),  Hugh,  appd.  j.p., 

670. 
Robinson,  Israel,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Robinson,  James,  appd.  coroner,  659. 
Robinson,   John,   appd.  j.p.,   626,   654; 

ranger  co.,  138;  signer,  459. 
Robinson,  John  H.,  appd.  aide  de  camp, 

636. 
Robinson,  Michael,  appd.  county  treas., 

655;   comm.   as  treas.  revoked,   655; 

signer,  315,  459. 
Robinson,  Robert,  appd.  major,  622. 
Robinson,  — ,  plans  for  survey  by,  north 

of  base  line,  307;  repts.  depreds.  by 

Indians,  440. 
Rochblave,  Henry,  appd.  ensign,  642. 
Rochblave,  Philip,  appd.:  ensign,  636, 

lieut.,  637. 


Rock  Island,  Indians  object  to  fort  on, 
360. 

Rock  River,  219,  328,  352,  360,  388, 
399,  440,  530;  Boilvin's  contact  with 
Indians  at,  282;  defeat  of  U.S.  forces 
at  mouth  of,  264;  examined  for  seat 
of  Indian  agency,  384;  Indians  attack 
Campbell's  force  on,  3-8;  Indians 
oppose  estab.  of  fort  on,  362;  lead 
mines  bet.,  and  Wise.  R.,  324;  not 
suited  as  site  of  Indian  agency,  359; 
property  on,  returned  by  Sauk  In- 
dians, 376;  settlers  on,  excite  Sauk, 
517;  Winnebago  hunt,  grounds  on, 
260. 

Rock  River  Indian  agency,  auth.  of  Mo. 
Terr.  govr.  over,  430;  compens.  of 
agt.  at,  402;  not  endorsed  by  Ed- 
wards, 445;  query  on  proper  agt.  for, 
400;  rept.  of  Indian  council  at,  to  be 
fwd.,  415. 

Rock  salt,  sample  of,  ment.,  8. 

Rocky  River,  557. 

Rohrer,  John,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214;  signer,  314. 

Rollette  (Rolett),  Joseph,  Brit,  trader, 
conduct  discussed,  527-528;  opera- 
tions of,  500-501. 

Rose,  Ebbert,  signer,  314. 

Rose,  Edmond,  appd.  lieut.,  641. 

Rose,  Elbert,  appd.  ensign,  641. 

Rose,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  642. 

Ross,  Asa,  appd.:  ensign,  662,  lieut.,  672. 

Ross,  James,  appd.:  capt.,  655,  major, 
658. 

Rossin,  Haly,  signer,  459. 

Rotter,  Thomas,  appd.  ensign,  630. 

Roy,  Joseph,  signer,  519. 

Royalton  (Vt.),  323. 

Rude,  Hankerson,  appd.  j.p.,  646. 

Ruff,  John,  appd.  ensign,  671. 

Rumer,  John,  appd.  ensign,  664. 

Rush,  Richard,  see  Attorney  General. 

Russell,  John,  appd.  j.p.  672. 

Russell,  Col.  William,  illness  of,  36; 
letter  ment.  to  Edwards,  171. 

Rutherford,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Rutherford,  William,  appd.  capt.,  663, 
669. 

Rutledge,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  653,  670; 
resigns,  664. 

Rutledge,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  656. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Ryan,  James,  signer,  263. 
Ryan,  John  appd.:  ensign,  661,  lieut., 
663. 

St.  Anthony  Fall.s,  574. 

St.  Charles  (Mo.  Terr.),  postal  sched- 
ules, 509;  postal  service  to:  Howard 
Ct.  H.  (Mo.),  509,  Kaskaskia,  328  n., 
509. 

St.  Clair,  Gov.  Arthur  (Aurthur),  of 
N.  W.  Terr.,  authorized  locations  for 
settlers,  268. 

St.  Clair  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route, 
Cahokia  Clinton  Hill,  510. 

St.  Clair,  Robert,  appd.  capt.,  658. 

St.  Clair,  William,  militia  claim  con- 
veyed to,  111. 

St.  Clair  County,  637,  642;  appts.  in, 
621,  622,  626,  628,  629,  630,  631,  632, 
635,  637,  638,  639,  641,  642,  645,  647, 
648,  649,  650,  651,  652,  653,  654,  655, 
657,  661,  662,  664,  665,  666,  667,  668, 
670,  671;  apportion,  of  reps,  to,  644; 
bound.,  621;  bound,  line,  Gallatin 
Co.,  643;  circuit  ct.  to  be  held  in,  86; 
contract  for  survey,  in,  183;  elec.  to 
be  held  for  member  Terr.  H.  R.,  647; 
in  1st  jud.  circuit,  213;  part  of  new 
jud.  dist.,  64;  place  of  elec.  in,  644; 
rangers  raised  in,  299;  time  of  meet, 
of  circuit  ct.  in,  57;  transf.  to 
Edwardsville  land  dist.,  446;  unlo- 
cated  land  claims  in,  discussed,  131- 
135;  warrant  issued  to  sheriff  of,  for 
arrest  of  fugitive,  629. 

Ste.  Genevieve  (Mo.  Terr.),  Pope  takes 
oath  as  terr.  secy,  in,  620;  postal 
schedules,  509,  510;  postal  service 
from  111.  Terr.,  481;  post  route  to: 
Herculaneum,  510,  New  Madrid,  510; 
terminus  of  post  route  from  Shawnee- 
town,  144. 

St.  Francis  River,  178,  259,  461,  552; 
instrs.  ment.  on  surveys  bet.  and 
Arkansas  R.,  203;  milit.  bounty  lands 
bet.,  and  Arkansas  R.,  155;  milit. 
bounty  lands  on,  410-411. 

St.  Johns  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route,  St. 
Charles-Howard  Ct.  H.,  509. 

St.  Joseph  (Mich.  Terr.),  516,  557. 

St.  Joseph  (Can.),  360;  Sioux  Indians 
visit  Brit,  at,  360. 

For  identical  names, 


St.  Lawrence  River,  626. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.  Terr.),  8,  10,  23,  165, 
169,  171,  197,  231,  234,  283,  318,  327, 
385,  386,  400,  409,  412,  415,  417, 
462,  495,  557,  579,  629;  center  of 
supplies  for  Indians,  254;  danger  to, 
discussed,  9;  dist.  to  Ft.  Johnson, 
540;  exten.  of  postal  service  to, 
584;  Indian  goods  plentiful,  282; 
post  route,  Kaskaskia  St.  Charles, 
509;  postal  schedules,  510;  postal 
service:  from  Kaskaskia,  481,  to 
111.  Terr.,  328  n.;  query  on  terms  for 
second  weekly  mail  to  Kaskaskia, 
553-554;  Sauk  and  Fox  annuities 
sent  to,  494;  Span,  commdts.  invite 
settlers  from  U.S.,  268-269;  treaties 
concluded  at,  di.scussed  or  ment., 
354,440,485,  522,  610-611. 

St.  Louis  (Mo.  Terr.)  Land  Office, 
accepts  certain  bank  bills,  596. 

St.  Mary's  (Mich.  Terr.),  293. 

St.  Mary's  River,  estab.  of  village  on, 
291;  rapids  block  navig.,  293. 

St.  Mary's  Straits,  583. 

St.  Michael's  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post 
route,  St.  Louis-Ark.  Post,  510. 

St.  Philippe  (St.  Philipe),  on  post  route, 
Kaskaskia  St.  Charles,  509;  postal 
service  to  St.  Louis,  328  n. 

Salem  (Ky.),  post  route  to  Kaskaskia, 
510;  postal  schedules,  510. 

Saline  Creek,  monopoly  of  navig. 
opposed,  314;  reserve  of  land  on, 
proposed,  108. 

Salines,  failure  of  lessee  to  pay  rent,  335; 
sale  of  land  reserved  for,  590,  593. 
See  also  United  States  Saline. 

Salt,  deposits  of,  discovered,  124,  125; 
effect  of  war  on  price  of,  458;  example 
of  cost  of  mfg.,  113-114;  fee  to  U.S. 
for  salt-mine  lease,  115,  116;  form  of 
lease  for  mfg.  of,  116;  mfg.  of,  dis- 
cussed, 248,  270-271,  278,  312-314; 
mfg.  of,  under  control  of  Fed.  govt., 
467;  permit  (text)  for  mfg.  of,  115- 
116.  See  also  Salt  springs;  United 
States  Saline. 

Salt  River,  226. 
I  Salt  River  (Ky.),  314. 
see  index  note,  p.  671. 
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Salt  springs  (licks),  best  season  for  lease 
of,  521;  data  to  be  collected,  367; 
delinquency  of  lessees  of,  306;  dis- 
covery of,  166;  instrs.  on  lease  of,  48; 
land  entries  made  on,  153;  lease  of 
discussed,  312-314,  358;  lessee  of, 
refuses  to  pay  rent,  321;  permit  for 
seeking  new,  discussed,  248;  proposal 
for  lease  publd.,  181;  query  on  payt. 
for  improve,  of,  575;  refund  for  payt. 
for  land  containing,  168;  rept.  and 
map  re,  in  Shawneetown  dist.,  455- 
456;  rept.  re  presence  of  discussed, 
421-422;  request  for  permit  to  ex- 
plore for,  236-237;  reserv.  of,  dis- 
cussed, 220-221,  225-226,  341,  428, 
521;  reserv.  adjacent  to,  proposed, 
168;  Sloo's  recommd.  referred  to  Sec. 
Treas.,  47;  survey  discussed,  44; 
Will's    lease    of,     surrendered,     520. 

See  also  Salines;  Salt;  United  States 
Saline. 

Sams,  Rice,  appd.:  capt.,  641,  j.p.,  666. 

Sams,  William,  appd.  capt.,  663. 

Samples,  Mllliam,  appd.  ensign,  661. 

Sanders,  Isaac  D.,  discharged  from  milit. 
duty,  409. 

Sangamon  (Sanguemon)  River,  cession 
of  land  bet.,  and  111.  R.  to  be  obtained, 
543;  country  near,  hunt,  grounds  of 
Kickapoo,  487. 

Sangrey,  — ,  dit  John  Baptiste  Le  Burd, 
425. 

Sans  Crainte,  Baptiste,  volun.  under 
G.    R.   Clark,   569. 

Saucier,  Baptiste,  appd.  ensign,  622. 

Saucier,  John  B.,  appd.  ensign,  630. 

Sauk  (Sacs;  Sacks)  Indians,  254,  399, 
415,  433,  440,  478;  agt.  to,  402;  agt. 
to,  respons.  to  govT.  Mo.  Terr.,  430; 
annuities  discussed,  432,  436,  494; 
aroused  by  white  settle,  on  Rock  R., 
517;  attend  council  with  other  hostile 
tribes,  484;  auth.  over,  discussed,  417; 
cession  to  U.S.  criticized  by  Potawa- 
tomi,  227-229;  cession  to  U.S.  ment., 
238,  497;  chiefs  held  as  hostages,  234; 
difficulty  in  manag.  of,  after  war  1812, 
348;  exec,  of  treaty  by,  discussed, 
376;  failure  of,  to  attend  council  on 
time,  328;  friendly  to  U.S.,  5;  hostile 
concert  with  other  tribes,  504:  hos- 


tility, 362;  lead  mines  in  land  sold  by, 
344;  licenses  granted  for  fur  trade 
with,  638  n.;  need  of,  for  trad,  fac- 
tory, 540;  object  to  Amer.  fort  at 
Rock  Island,  360;  original  cession, 
610;  original  claimants  to  Green  Bay 
country,  608;  response  of,  on  exec,  of 
treaty  terms,  362;  rob  survrs.  484; 
treaty  with,  discussed,  181,  352-353; 
354,  387-389,   529. 

Savage,  Eli,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Savage,  William,  appd.  capt.,  639. 

Savage's   Ferry,   545. 

Sawyer,  John  York,  appd.  county 
survr.,  668;  signer,  323. 

Schools,  see  Education. 

Schultz,  Adam,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 

Schultz,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  656,  en- 
sign, 649,  j.p.,  660. 

Schultz,  John  R.,  appd.  j.p.,  669,  672. 

Scott,  Johu,  appd.  j.  p.,  656. 

Scott,  John,  appd.  capt.,  622,  630, 
major,  649. 

Scott,  John,  appd.  ensign,  641,  665. 

Scott,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Scott,  Joseph,  appd.  j.p.,  651,  653. 

Scott,  Joshua,  appd.:  circuit  elk.,  667, 
county  elk.,  654,  county  recorder, 
655,  j.p.,  650,  656;  p.m.,  Ferguson's 
Ferry,  advised  of  weekly  mail  bet. 
Kaskaskia  and  Johnson  C.  H.,  553. 

Scott,  Robert,  appd.  county  treas.,  657. 

Scott,  Samuel,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Scott,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  629. 

Scott,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Scott,  William  Jr.,  appd.  ensign,  622. 

Scroggins,  John,  appd.:  ensign,  637, 
639,    lieut.,    663. 

Searcy,  Robert,  recommds.  Philips  as 
terr.    secy.,    382. 

Seaton,  Jacob,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 

Seaton,  Peter  C,  appd.:  capt.,  665, 
lieut.,  654;  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214;  signer,  459. 

Seaton,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  665. 

Seaton,  see  Gales  and  Seaton. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Crowninshield, 
191:  instrs.  by,  re  shipping  goods  to 
lake  posts  discussed,  369-370. 

Secretary  of  State,  Adams,  548,  571; 
advised  of  Carver's  claim,  574;  author- 
izes Kimmel  to  print  laws,  562-563; 
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claim  of  Fouke  laid  before,  584-587; 
depos.  re  Selkirk  sent  to,  546;  letters 
to:  Philips,  580,  Pope,  562-563;  map 
of  milit.  bounty  lands  sent  to,  541; 
receives  Kimmel's  applic.  for  printing, 
562;  recommd.  to,  for  dist.  atty.,  605, 
606;  resig.  of  Thomas  laid  before,  604; 
terr.  laws  sent  to,  563,  580;  to  choose 
pub.  printer,  556;  to  supply  U.  S. 
laws  to  terr.,  596. 

Secretary  of  State,  Monroe,  585;  Cook 
recommd.  to,  for  office,  480;  Edwards 
and  Clark  recommd.  to,  as  Indian 
commrs.,  143;  informed  of  death  of 
Griswold,  215,  216,  217,  218,  222,  223, 
224;  protest  to,  on  precis,  of  Pres. 
removing  intruders,  289-290;  query 
to,  re  auth.  of  comms.  of  judges  under 
new  law,  244;  recommds.  laid  before, 
for  appt.  as:  judge,  209,  211-212,  212- 
215,  216-218,  222-224,  469-470,  terr. 
secy.,  382,  383,  385,  393,  402-403, 
412-414,  416-417,  438-439,  444-445; 
repts.  to,  re:  Brit,  intruders,  308, 
ho.stile  Indians,  169,  Indian  bound. 
line.s,  485-486;  s.  comm.,  233,  247, 
287,  288,  454,  660.  See  also  Presi- 
dent, Monroe;  Secretary  of  War 
Monroe. 

Secretary  of  State,  Smith,  s.  comm.,  620, 
624. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  instrs.  by, 
to  reg.  and  rec.  for  sale  of  fract. 
sects.,  32. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Crawford, 
464,  606,  609;  absence  of,  in  Ga.,  603 
add.  surveys  recommd.  to,  453 
appts.  commrs.  to  lay  out  road,  558 
approves  add.  surveys,  603;  auth. 
compen.  to  Sloo,  590;  circular  to 
receivers,  591;  directs  survey  of  add. 
lands,  575,  577;  informed  re:  expir. 
of  U.S.  saline  lease,  479,  salt  spgs. 
and  lead  mines  in  Shawneetown  dist., 
455-456;  instrs.  by,  re:  accept,  bank 
bills  in  payt.  for  land,  481,  examin.  of 
receivers'  books,  510-511,  lead-mine 
leases,  497,  non-accept.  of  bills  of 
unchartered  banks,  513,  591,  payt.  of 
White  for  road  building,  592-593; 
instrs.  on  lead-mine  leases  discussed. 


529-530;  letters  ment.  to:  Edwards, 
487,  Meigs,  532,  537;  letters  to: 
Caldwell,  481,  513,  592-593,  Clay, 
554-556,  Meigs,  497,  510-511,  535, 
575,  603;  procls.  for  land  sale  laid 
before,  590;  queries  to,  re:  compens. 
of  survr.  genl..  111.  and  Mo.  terrs., 
463,  measures  against  intruders,  463, 
payt.  for  improve,  of  salt  spgs.,  575; 
recommds.  to,  re:  change  of  law  on 
payt.  for  town  lots,  463,  payt.  of  W. 
Edwards's  expense  acct.,  465;  refers 
Fouke's  claim  to  Sec.  State,  584; 
rept.  by,  approv.  Bate's  petition  for 
relief,  554-556;  request  to,  for  com- 
pens. to  act.  terr.  secy.,  474-475; 
saline  lease  laid  before,  523;  to  sus- 
pend decision  on  new  surveys,  534. 
See  also  Secretary  of  War,  Crawford. 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Dallas,  163, 
166,  302,  368,  405;  approval  of  site 
for  seminary  requested,  376,  377;  ap- 
proves: explor.  for  salt  spgs.,  168  n., 
site  for  seminary,  379;  cannot  inter- 
fere with  school  sees.,  195;  informed 
re:  methods  of  land  sales,  41-42,  per- 
sonnel and  records  of  G.L.O.,  42-43, 
Sprigg's  power  of  atty.,  36;  instrs.  by, 
on  collect,  data  on  value  of  lead  mines, 
381;  letters  ment.  to:  Fouke,  586, 
Meigs,  383,  Tiffin,  41 ;  letters  to:  Fouke, 
585,  Meigs,  361,  381;  proposal  for  land 
reserve  laid  before,  168;  queries  to,  re: 
add.  compens.  for  reg.  and  rec,  120- 
121,  defending  U.S.  in  suits  of  claim- 
ants, 150-151,  expenses  and  fees  of 
dist.  atty.,  151;  recommd.  on  alter,  of 
Kaskaskia  Indian  bound,  laid  before, 
359;  rept.  on  mineral  deposits  to  be 
laid  before,  422;  rept.  to,  on  milit. 
bounty  lands,  389-390:  select,  of  tp. 
for  seminary  submitted  to,  364;  SIoo's 
recommds.  on  town  lots,  salt  spgs.  and 
minerals  laid  before,  47;  Tiffin's  letter 
on  Michigan  Terr.  end.  to  270;  to  lay 
draft  of  land-sale  procl.  before  Pres., 
339;  to  locate  tract  for  seminary  of 
learning,  256;  unfitness  of  Michigan 
lands  for  milit.  bounties  laid  before, 
325.  See  also  Secretary  of  War  (act.), 
Dallas. 

Secretary  of  the  TreasuTy,  Gallatin,  156, 
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340,  386;  instrs.  by:  receipt  of  treas. 
notes  in  payt.  for  land,  144,  to  survr. 
genl.,  332-334;  letter  ment.  to  Jones, 
297;  letter  to  Thurston,  235-236. 

Secretary  of  War,  Armstrong,  Bond 
recommd.  to,  as  brig.  genl.  militia, 
374;  failure  of,  to  give  instrs.,  33; 
instrs.  by,  to  feed  Kaskaskia  Indians, 
34-35;  refuses  to  pay  milit.  staff  of 
govT.,  471;  rept.  to,  on  relief  exped. 
to  Prairie  du  Chien,  3-4,  10-11. 

Secretary  of  War,  Calhoun,  informed  of 
Clark's  refusal  to  serve  as  Indian 
commr.,  564;  instrs.  by,  on  procur. 
Indian  cessions  at  Green  Bay,  590; 
letters  ment.  to:  Bowyer,  608,  Cass, 
589;  letters  to:  Bowyer,  590,  Cass, 
598-599,  Edwards,  570,  571,  587, 
Pres.,  551,  563;  proposes:  appt.  of 
Chouteau  as  Indian  commr.,  563, 
Edgar  and  White  as  brig,  genls.  of 
militia,  551;  receives  explan.  of 
Johnson's  trade  policy  at  Prairie 
du  Chien,  599-600;  repts.  to,  re: 
difficulty  in  run.  Indian  bound,  line, 
610-611,  Indian  claims  to  Green 
Bay  country,  608-609;  s.  comm.,  552. 

Secretary  of  War,  Craioford,  585;  appts. 
Jouett  Indian  agt.,  318;  auth.  of 
Edwards  over  Indians  in  terr.  con- 
firmed by,  417-418;  Edgar  recommd. 
to,  as  brig.  genl.  militia,  374;  esti- 
mates of  Indian  agency  end.  to, 
395-396;  facts  on  nonpayt.  of  rangers 
and  militia  laid  before,  377-378; 
Forsyth's  letter  sent  to,  259;  informed 
re:  choice  of  Peoria  as  seat  of  Indian 
agency,  395-396,  lack  of  need  for 
mechanics,  442-443;  informs  Whit- 
lock  of  need  of  prompt  payt.  of  rangers 
and  militia,  391-392;  instrs.  by,  re: 
exclus.  of  foreigners,  418,  militia 
officers  aiding  Indian  factors,  374; 
letters  ment.  to:  Bowyer,  490,  Clark, 
Chouteau  and  Edwards,  503,  Edgar, 
425,  501,  Edwards,  227,  401,  430, 
445,  Indian  commrs.,  354,  Jouett, 
442;  letters  to:  Edwards,  417-418, 
Jouett,  318,  Stephenson,  390-391, 
Whitlock,  391-392;  payt.  of  ar- 
rearages due  rangers  and  militia 
discussed    by,    390-392;    recommds. 


to,  re:  Indian  annuities,  443-444, 
number  of  Indian  agencies,  445; 
rept.  by,  on  fur  trade  ment.,  401; 
repts.  to,  re:  affairs  of  Indian  suptcy., 
398-401,  assault  case  at  Green  Bay, 
419-420,  Boilvin's  mission  to  Prairie 
du  Chien,  281-283,  choice  of  seat  of 
Indian  agency,  384-385,  estab.  of 
Ft.  Howard,  380,  general  Indian 
treaty,  387-389,  impositions  of  army 
contractor,  422-425,  Indian  affairs, 
415-416,  430-437,  Indian  affairs  at 
Green  Bay  agency,  396-398,  Indian 
relations,  253-256,  345-346,  347-349, 
359-361,  Jouett's  prog,  in  reach. 
Green  Bay,  206-207,  needs  of  Green 
Bay  agency,  490-491,  personnel  of 
Indian  dept.,  401-402,  Potawatomi 
affairs,  226-227,  prog,  of  Graham 
to  his  post,  330,  Sauk  treaty,  362; 
requests  number  of  tribes  in  terr., 
430;  solicited  to  lend  milit.  assist, 
to  factories,  316;  Tiffin's  letter  on 
Mich.  Terr.  end.  to,  270.  See  also 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Crawford. 

Secretary  of  War,  Dallas  (act.),  appts. 
Jouett  Indian  agt.  at  Green  Bay,  206; 
ends.  comm.  to:  Bowyer,  196,  Gra- 
ham, 196;  instrs.  to  Graham  as 
Indian  agt.,  198-200;  letters  to:  Bow- 
yer, 196  , Edwards,  188-189,  Forsyth, 
189,  Graham,  196,  Pres.,  197-198; 
recommd.  by,  on  estab.  of  Indian 
agency  in  terr.,  197-198;  recommds. 
Indian  agt.  for  terr.,  197-198;  rept.  to, 
on  Jouett's  efforts  to  reach  post  at 
Green  Bay,  204-205;  s.  comm.,  191. 
See  also  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Dallas. 

Secretary  of  War,  Eustis,  letter  ment.  to 
Mason,  316. 

Secretary  of  War,  Graham  (act.),  538; 
informed  re:  destruc.  of  property  at 
Ft.  Massac,  456,  Edwards's  refusal  to 
serve  as  Indian  commr.,  549-550, 
laxity  in  grant,  trade  licenses,  499- 
501;  informs:  Edgar  and  White  of 
appts.  as  brig,  genls.,  512,  Edwards 
of  attach,  of  Indian  agencies  at  Green 
Bay  and  Chicago  to  Mich.  Terr., 
418-419;  instrs.  by,  re:  exclus.  of  for- 
eign traders,  546-547,  fin.  accts.  of 
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Indian  agency,  493-494,  new  treaty 
with  Indians  for  land  cession,  543, 
preserv.  of  Ft.  Massac,  456,  reinforce, 
of  Prairie  du  Chien,  495,  securing 
new  land  cessions  from  Kaskaskia 
Indians,  482;  letters  mcni.  to:  Cass, 
508,  525,  Edwards,  503,  549,  570, 
Edwards  and  Chouteau,  607,  Edwards 
and  Clark,  571,  R.  Graham,  465, 
Macomb,  498,  White,  522;  letters  to: 
Cass,  546-547,  Clark  and  Edwards, 
543,  Edgar,  512,  Edwards,  418-419, 
482,  493  495,  511  512,  McKenney, 
502,  Macomb,  495,  Pros.,  449,  Sloo, 
456,  Stephenson,  513,  White,  512; 
needs  of  Peoria  Indian  agency  sub- 
mitted to,  495-496;  recommd.  to,  on 
new  cessions  by  Kaskaskia  and  Kieka- 
poo  Indians,  503,  505-506;  repts.  to, 
re:  ho.stile  concert  of  Indians,  483- 
484,  trad,  licenses  in  Prairie  du  Chien, 
492-493;  submits  to  Pres.  nomin.  of 
Edgar  as  brig.  genl.  militia,  449.  See 
also  Graham,  George. 

Secretary  of  War,  Monroe  (act.),  com- 
pany of  rangers  offered  to,  137;  ends, 
comm.  for  hold,  treaties  with  Indians, 
149;  instrs.  by,  re:  investig.  of  murders 
of  Indians  by  rangers,  117,  supplies 
for  Kaskaskia  Indians,  126;  letters  to: 
Clark  and  Edwards,  116  117,  Ed- 
wards, 126,  149;  orders  Boilvin  to 
Prairie  du  Chien,  281;  query  to,  on 
status  of  govr.  as  supt.  of  Indians, 
121-122;  request  to,  for  annuities  for 
Indians,  145;  urged  to:  aid  Kaskaskia 
Indians,  33,  pay  staff  of  govr.,  35, 
wage  campaign  against  Indians,  36. 
See  also  President,  Monroe;  Secretary 
of  State,  Monroe. 

Sedgwick,  Thomas,  signer,  263. 

Seguin,  Baptiste,  signer,  568;  volun. 
under  G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Seguin,  Louis,  signer,  568;  volun.  under 
G.  R.  Clark,  569. 

Selkirk,  Lord,  action  discussed,  546,  547. 

Seminary  of  learning  (college  township), 
182;  land  reserv.  for,  discussed,  114, 
256,  265,  341,  345;  loc.  for,  postponed, 
128;  selec.  of  site  of,  approved,  379; 
selec.  of  tracts  for  support  of,  dis- 
cussed, 364;  site  selected  for,  376,  377; 
For  identical  names. 


tp.  to  be  designated  for,  275.     See  also 
Education. 

Settle,  Josiah,  signer,  459. 

Shackelford,  B.,  of  Ky.,  recommds 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Shamberger,  Baptiste,  appd.  ensign,  646. 

Shannon,  Thomas,  appd.  surgeon's 
mate,  638,  641. 

Sharon  (Vt.),  323,  324. 

Sharp,  Fidelio  C,  of  Ky.,  recommd.  for 
terr.  secy.,  444  n.;  recommds.  Dar- 
neille as  judge,  605. 

Sharp,  Maxwell,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Sharp,  Solomon  P.,  of  Ky.,  recommds. 
Darneille  as  judge,  605. 

Shatrough,  Tusant,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Shaw,  James,  appd.:  j.p.,  650,  668,  to 
office,  657;  signer,  30,  263. 

Shaw,  James  D.,  signer,  30. 

Shaw,  Smith,  appd.:  j.p.,  668,  to  office, 
657;  signer,  263. 

Shawnee  Indians,  applic.  of,  to  settle 
in  terr.,  478;  part  of,  enter  confed. 
against  U.S.,  473;  proposed  treaty 
with,  524,  525. 

Shawneetown  (Shawaneetown),  144, 
277,  557;  commrs.  appd.  to  locate 
road  from,  to  Kaskaskia,  361 ;  descrip. 
of,  16-17;  elec.  to  be  held  in,  644; 
enlarged  sketch  of,  sent  to  Tiffin,  26; 
field  notes  of  survey  of,  transmitted, 
16;  flood  conditions,  173,  457-458; 
Judge  Griswold  dies  in,  209;  pay  for 
survey  of,  discussed,  126;  petition 
from,  for  abatement  of  price  of  lots: 
discussed,  451,  rejected,  462,  text, 
457-459;  petition  for  lease  of  salt 
works  to  Bate,  304-305;  plan  of:  re- 
ceived by  G.L.O.,  21,  sent  to  G.L.O., 
12;  postal  schedule,  509;  postal 
schedule  to  Vincenncs,  344;  postal 
service:  to  Bairdstown  (Ky.),  565, 
584,  to  Hopkinsville,  554,  to  Kaskas- 
kia, 156-157,  506-507,  to  Vincennes, 
566;  post  route  to  Ste.  Genevieve,  509 
proposed  road  to  Kaskaskia,  386 
pub.  land  sale  to  be  held  in,  592 
query  on  terms  for  second  weekly 
mail  to  Kaskaskia,  553-554;  regul.  on 
distrib.  of  mail  from,  211;  road  to 
Kaskaskia  under  constr.,  592-593; 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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seat  of  Gallatin  Co.,  643,  644;  Sloo's 
recommd.  referred  to  Sec.  Treas.,  47; 
surveys  of:  discussed,  16-18,224-225, 
ment.,  49,  reed,  by  G.L.O.,  25,  road 
from  Kaskaskia,  not  reed.,  558; 
terminus  of  post  route  from  Ste. 
Gene\'ieve,  144. 

Shawneetown  Land  District,  300,  358, 
470;  appt.  of  dist.  sur^T.  recommd., 
212,  225;  confirm,  of  private  land 
claims  discussed,  136;  descrip.  of 
land  to  be  sold,  592;  discov.  of  salt 
spgs.  in,  166;  explor.  of,  discussed, 
590;  intruders  in,  147,  153-154,  158; 
instrs.  on  lease  of  salt  spgs.  and  lead 
mines,  48  n.;  land  claims  discussed, 
107-113;  lead  mines  and  salt  spgs. 
discussed,  153;  map  of,  sent  to 
G.L.O.,  441;  Piankashaw  land  cession 
attached  to,  533;  plats  of  tps.  desired, 
17;  problem  of  fractions  in  surveys, 
224-225;  procl.  for  land  sale  sent  to, 
593;  pub.  land  sale  in,  recommd.,  303; 
rept.  on  mineral  deposits  in,  discussed, 
421-422,  455-456;  salt  deposits  dis- 
covered, 124;  salt  spgs.  discussed,  44; 
tp.  plats  sent  to  G.L.O.,  208. 

Shawneetown  Land  Office,  123,  338,  463, 
489;  funds  deposited  at,  for  Rector's 
use,  351  n.;  memorial  of  reg.  and  rec. 
on  add.  compens.  transmitted,  257; 
procl.  of  land  sale  at,  340-342,  343; 
pub.  land  sales  to  begin  at,  24-25; 
queries  of  reg.  on  office  rent,  postage 
and  elk.  hire,  147;  rec.  of,  to:  hold 
credit  for  Rector,  367,  pay  Sloo,  590, 
supply  funds  for  troops,  158; 
recommd.  as  place  for  payt.  of  fees 
to  survT.,  351;  rept.  on  affairs  of, 
43-45;  sale  of  pub.  lands  discussed, 
43,  44;  to  receive  plan  of  Shawnee- 
town, 21. 

Shays,  John,  signer,  322. 

Shearer,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  657. 

Shelbyville  (Ky.),  postal  service,  565. 

Sheldon,  Daniel,  Jr.,  auditor,  Treas. 
Dept.,  instrs.  by,  on  payt.  of  troops, 
158;  letter  to  Caldwell,  158. 

Shelton,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  671. 

Shepard,  William  T.,  recommds.  Hardin 
as  dist.  atty.,  605. 

Sheriff,  duties  defined,  64,  629,  631,  640, 
For  identical  names, 


647,     653;    tenure,     626.     See    also 
Illinois    Territory,    appts.    by   govr., 

civil. 
Shipley,  Robert,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 
Shipman,  Daniel,  appd.  ensign,  663. 
Shoal  Creek,  472. 
Shook,  Benjamin,  signer,  30. 
Shook,  Da%ad,  signer,  30,  263. 
Short,  Hubbard,  signer,  269. 
Short,  Jacob,  appd.:  capt.,  630,  major, 

658;  resigns:  as  major,  672,  as  mem- 
ber terr.  leg.,  647. 
Short,  Moses,  appd.  j.p.,  655;  resigns, 

665. 
Short,  Obadiah,  signer,  269. 
Shrader,    Judge    Otho,    of    La.    Terr., 

Pope  subscribes  to  oath  before,  620. 
Shultz,  Adam,  commd.  j.p.,  by  mistake, 

660. 
Shultz,  John,  appd.  capt.,  652,  656. 
Sibley,  George  C,  U.S.  factor  to  Osage 

Indians,  8. 
Sibley,    Isaac,    recommds.    Towles    as 

judge,  214. 
Silvy,  Jeremiah,  signer,  30. 
SUvy,  William,  signer,  30. 
Simpson,    James,    appd.    lieut.,    637; 

resigns,  641. 
Simpson,    William,    appd.:    capt.,    630, 

major,  638;  out  of  office,  652  n. 
Simpson,    William,    Jr.,    appd.    ensign, 

633. 
Simpson,    — ,     600;     letter     ment.     to 

Thomas,  423. 
Sinclair,  Capt.  — ,  208. 
Singleton,  — ,  immigrates  to  111.,  557. 
Sioux  Indians,  415;  arrive  at  St.  Louis 

for  treaty,   345;   detached  from   111. 

suptcy.,  527;  rels.  with  British,  360, 

588;  treaty  with,  discussed,  353,  354. 
Six  Nations  Indians,  applic.  of,  to  settle 

in  terr.,  478;  removal  to  Wis.  country 

discussed,  524-525,  598-599. 
Slack,  Andrew,  appd.  j.p.,  659;  signer, 

314. 
Slaughter,     P.,     of     Ky.,     recommds. 

Darneille  as  judge,  605. 
Slaves,  price  set  on  boy,  260. 
Slocum,  Samuel,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 
Slocumb,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
Slocumb,  John  C,  appd.:  common-pleas 

judge,  644,  county  judge,  653. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Sloo,  John  R.,  recommds.  Hardin  as  dist. 
atty.,  605. 

Sloo,  Nathaniel,  recommds.  Towles  as 
judge,  214;  signer,  449. 

Sloo,  Thomas,  593;  applies  for  appt.  as 
supt.  road  build.,  386;  compens.  for 
explor.  of  dist.,  456;  desires:  better 
method  of  loc.  salt  spgs.,  44,  change 
in  mode  of  payt.  for  town  lots,  43-44, 
plats  of  tps.  in  Shawneetown  dist., 
17;  end.  memorial  to  Cong,  by  reg. 
and  rec.  for  add.  compens.,  257; 
explains:  errors  in  enter,  lands,  179- 
180,  lateness  of  rept.,  343;  fwds.  bond 
as  reg.,  147;  informs  Meigs  re:  entries 
on  mineral  lands,  153,  intruders,  152; 
instrs.  to,  re:  expulsion  of  intruders 
from  U.  S.  Saline,  382,  preserv.  of  Ft. 
Massac,  456;  letter  end.  to  Meigs, 
428;  letters  merit,  to:  Desha,  257, 
Edwards,  107,  113,  McLean  257, 
Meigs,  47, 108,  125,  152,  153,  158,  162, 
168,  247,  302,  303,  326,  .343,  382,  394, 
456,  463,  515,  533-534,  Morrow,  257, 
Sec.  Treas.,  154,  Tiffin,  147,  152,  153, 
220;  Utters  to:  Jones,  112-113,  Meigs, 
107-108,  147-148,  152-154,  179-180, 
236-237,  257,  276-278,  302-303,  343- 
344,  374-375,  386-387,  394-395,  421- 
422,  428-429,  441-442,  451-452,  Tif- 
fin, 43-45,  224-225;  member  bd.  land 
commrs.,  488;  mode  of  pay.  1st  instal. 
suggested  by,  approved,  416;  nativ- 
ity, 395;  opinions  re:  abate,  in  price 
of  lots,  451,  increase  in  down  payt. 
for  land,  394-395;  prod,  for  land  sale 
sent  to,  343;  queries  by,  re:  action 
against  intruders,  451-452,  office  rent, 
postage  and  elk.  hire,  147,  reserved 
lands,  107-108;  query  to  Edwards  on 
Ficklin  claim,  109-110;  query  to,  on 
cost  of  explor.  for  salt  spgs.,  168; 
receives  instrs.  on  reserved  lands, 
112-113;  recommd.  as:  commr.  to 
locate  road,  361  n.,  supt.  of  road 
build.,  387  n.;  recommds:  exam,  of 
salt  spgs.  and  mineral  lands,  153, 
further  surveys  of  pub.  lands,  533, 
McClinton  as  dist.  survr.,  225,  pub. 
land  sale  at  Shawneetown,  303, 
reserv.  of  timber  land  near  salt  works, 
124,    125,    reserv.    of    land    at    Ft. 


Massac,  124,  125,  Towles  as  judge, 
214;  repts.  by,  re:  affairs  of  Shawnee- 
town L.  0.,  43-45,  discov.  of  salt 
deposits,  124,  exploit,  of  timber  on 
U.S.  Saline,  374-375,  intruders,  147, 
428-429,  mineral  lands  discussed, 
421-422,  salt  spgs.  leases,  276-278, 
survey  of  fract.  sees,  in  Shawneetown, 
224-225,  U.S.  Saline,  302-303;  re- 
quests: copies  of  located  private  claims, 
112,  instrs.  on  intruders,  153-154, 
leave  of  absence,  45,  transmittal  of 
recommd.  of  Towles  as  judge,  213; 
reserves  land  at  Ft.  Massac,  108; 
salary  as  reg.  of  L.  O.,  395;  to  receive 
compens.  for  explor.  of  dist.,  590; 
transmits:  acct.  and  returns  to  Meigs, 
147,  152,  179,  225,  394,  421,  433,  map 
of  Shawneetown  dist.,  441,  rept.  of 
White  on  bound.  U.S.  Saline,  302, 
Taylor's  request  for  permit  to  explore 
for  salt  deposits,  236.  See  alto 
Registers. 

Sloo,  Thomas,  and  Caldwell,  J.,  instrs. 
to,  on  reserv.  of  timber  for  U.S. 
Saline,  24-25. 

Sloo,  Thomas,  and  Street,  J.  M.,  letter 
ment.  to  Meigs,  558. 

Sloo,  Mrs.  Thomas,  343,  344. 

Sloo,  William,  death  of,  343 

Small,  Col.  John,  prepares  terr.  seal,  366. 

Small,  William,  memorial  ment.  on 
reversion  of  land,  515. 

Smith,  Asa,  appd.  ensign,  664. 

Smith,  B.  B.,  signer,  304. 

Smith,  Benjamin  R.,  appd.  sheriff,  653. 

Smith,  Carter,  appd.  lieut,  661. 

Smith,  George,  ranger  co  ,  138. 

Smith,  Guy  W.,  appd.:  census  commr., 
666,  county  elk.,  652,  654,  county 
recorder,  669,  j.p.,  656;  resigns  as 
county  elk.,  665. 

Smith,  Isaac,  appd.  lieut.,  658;  resigns, 
663. 

Smith,  Isaac  B.,  appd.  lieut.,  664. 

Smith,  James,  appd.  adjut.,  630. 

Smith,  James,  appd.  ensign,  633. 

Smith,  James,  land  claim  discussed,  466. 

Smith,  Joel,  desires  lease  for  saline, 
573;  discovers  saline,  573;  lease  to,  of 
saline  approved,  603. 


For  identical  names,  see  ir.dex  note,  p.  67i. 
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Smith,  John  C,  appd.;  j.p.,  667,  major, 

671. 
Smith,    John    F.,    appd.:    capt.,    649, 

j.p.,  661. 
Smith,  Levi  W.,  appd.  col.,  660. 
Smith,  Robert,  see  Secretary  of  State. 
Smith,  Shaw,  signer,  30. 
Smith,  Stephen,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 
Smith,  Gen.  Thomas  A.,  231,  329,  599; 
detains  Sauk  and  Fox  chiefs  as  hos- 
tages, 234;  exped.  of,  to  Prairie  du 
Chien     ment.,     330;     informed     re: 
impend,  attack  of  Indians,  473-474, 
Indian   trade   at    Prairie   du    Chien, 
588-589;  instrs.  to,  to  supply  guard 
for  survrs.,  238;  orders  repossess,  of 
Amer.  Fur  Co.  bldgs.,  594;  prepares 
for  action  against  Indians  for  failure 
to    attend    confer.,    328;    recommds. 
Philips  as  terr.  secy.,  414  n.;  to  pro- 
tect survrs.,  307. 
Smith,   William,   appd.  j.p.,   650,   651; 

death  of,  661. 
Smith,  Wyatt  W.,  signer,  314. 
Smithland   (Ky.),  post  route  to   Cape 
Girardeau,   Mo.,   509;   postal  sched- 
ules, 509. 
Smyth,  William  L.,  appd.  j.p.,  650. 
Snodgrass,    David,    appd.    lieut.,    633; 

resigns  as  capt.,  637. 
South  Carolina,  law  adopted  from,  636. 
Southwest  Company   (Michilimackinac 
Co.),    competition    of,    with    Amer. 
traders,  201. 
Spafford,  Oliver,  signer,  323. 
Spain,  504;  treaty  ment.  with,  177. 
Speed,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  652. 
Spencer,  Robert  S.,  appd.  j.p.,  670. 
Spencer,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 
Sprague,  Samuel,  signer,  323. 
Sprigg,    Judge    William,    76,    77,    102; 
assigned    to    second     circuit,     213; 
discontinues  power  of  atty.  to  Bank 
of  Washington,  36;    end  of  term  as 
judge  discussed,  616  n.;    gives  power 
of  atty.  to  Hagerstown,  Md.,  bank, 
36;     letter    to    Sec.    Treas.,    36-37; 
recommds.  Hardin  as  terr.  secy.,  393. 
Sprigg,  Judge  William,  Caldwell,  J.,  and 
Thomas,  J.  B.,  letter  to  Sec.  State, 
393. 
Sprigg,   Judge   William,   and   Thomas, 


J.  B.,  criticism  by,  of  bill  estab.  terr. 
sup.  ct.,  66-74;  letters  to:  Sec.  State, 
244,  terr.  leg.,  66-74;  request  interp. 
of  law  on  duties  of  judges,  244. 

Springer,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  646. 

Springs,  David,  appd.  ensign,  663. 

Sprinkle,  Michael,  signer,  315,  459. 

Squires,  Amos,  appd.;  capt.,  628,  630, 
j.p.,  649,  668,  major,  652. 

Stallions,  Abraham,  appd.:  capt.,  635, 
lieut.,  630. 

Stallions,  William,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Standley,  Stephen,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 

Starky,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Steel,  Fielding,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Steel,  Samuel,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Steele,  Archibald,  appd.:  ensign,  647, 
lieut.,  652. 

Steele,  George,  appd.  ensign,  630,  661. 

Steele,  George,  appd.  lieut.,  633. 

Steele  (Steel),  James,  appd.  capt., 
641,  665. 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  appd.:  adj.  gen. 
648,  brigade  inspector,  636,  sheriff, 
626,  subagt.  Indian  affairs,  613; 
signer,  601. 

Stephenson,  Deleg.  Benjamin,   100  n.; 
asked  to  intro.  bill  for  relief  of  Davis, 
302;  complains  of  nonpayt.  of  rangers 
and    militia,    377-378;     informed    of 
plan    for    payt.    of    arrearages    due 
rangers  and  militia,  390-391;    letters 
ment.  to:    Bond,   123,   Graham,  374, 
Meigs,    303,    453,    Sec.    War,    390 
letters  to:    Sec.   State,   143,  222-223 
289-290,  416-417,  Sec.  War,  377-378 
partner    in    salt-mine    venture,    115 
petition  by  Jones  and  Bond  sent  to 
144;   procl.  for  land  sale  sent  to,  343 
protests   procl.   of   Pres.   for   remov 
intruders,  289-290;   recommd.  as  agt 
to  Kickapoos,  349;    recommds.:    Ed- 
wards and  Clark  as  Indian, commrs. 
143,  McKee  as  judge,  222;  seated  as 
deleg.,    53   n.;     to   present   plight   of 
Kaskaskia   Indians  to   govt.,   33-34; 
urged  to  secure  add.  compens.  for  reg. 
and  rec.  of  land  office,  117. 
Stephenson,  Receiver  Benjamin,  appd. 
rec.  Ed  wardsville  L.  0.,  338 ;  recommds : 
Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  416-417,  Edgar 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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as  brig,  genl.,  374,  Mcars  as  dist. 
atty.,  606. 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  and  Hempstead, 
Edward,  letter  to  Pres.,  404;  recommd. 
Cook  as  terr.  secy.,  404. 

Stephenson,  Benjamin,  and  McKee,  J., 
recommd.  add.  surveys  for  Edwards- 
ville  dist.,  453. 

Stephenson,  Nicholas,  appd.  lieut.,  630. 

Sterritt,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 

Steubenville  (O.)  Land  OfTice,  135. 

Stewart,  John  C,  appd.  county  judge, 
650. 

Stewart,  Jonathan,  appd.  capt.,  658. 

Stewart,  William,  appd.  county  survr., 
625;  removed  from  office,  633. 

Stickney,  Benjamin,  letter  ment.  to 
Cass,  proposing  bounds  of  Ft.  Wayne 
agency,  516. 

Stilly,  J.,  preemption  right  discussed, 
534. 

Stockton,  James,  appd.  capt.,  622. 

Storey,  Solomon,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 

Stout,  Jacob,  appd.:  capt.,  671,  lieut., 
665. 

Stout,  William,  appd.  ensign,  671. 

Stoval,  Esquire,  appd.  capt.,  661. 

Stovall,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 

Stovall  (Stoveal),  John  B.,  appd.  j.p., 
658. 

Street,  John,  and  Sloo,  T.,  letter  ment. 
to  Meigs,  558. 

Street,  Joseph  M.,  394;  appd.:  circuit 
and  county  elk.,  667,  common-pleas 
elk.,  644,  county  elk.,  651,  654, 
county  recorder,  645,  j.p.,  645,  654, 
sup.  ct.  elk.,  650;  elk.  of  ets.,  Gallatin 
Co.,  214;  land  entry  questioned,  1 53;  re- 
commd. as  commr.  to  locate  road,  361 ; 
recommds. :  Hardin  as  dist.  atty., 
605,  Towles  as  judge,  214;  resigns  as 
j.p.,  652  n.;  signer,  314,  459. 

Street  and  Tannehill,  entry  of  lead 
mines  discussed,  220-221. 

Stuart,  Judge  Alexander,  102;  Edwards 
takes  oath  before,  628;  introduces 
Pope  to  Pres.,  454;  letter  to  Pres., 
454. 

Stuart,  Dr.  — ,  on  exped.  to  Prairie  du 
Chien,  7. 

Stubbs,  J.  Grant,  contract  to  survey, 
185  n.,  258;  employ,  as  survr.  dis- 


cussed, 284;  engaged  in  survey  of 
milit.  bounty  lands,  230,  231,  239, 
249;  letters  to  Tiffin,  305,  326-327; 
plans  for  survey  by,  north  of  base 
line,  307,  310,  311;  prog,  of  surveys, 
258;  rept.  by,  on  surveys  north  of 
base  line,  305,  326-327;  work  as 
survr.,  331. 

Stuntz,  John,  appd.  capt.,  649;  resigns, 
669. 

Sturm,  Henry,  appd.  lieut.,  649. 

Sullivan,  Daniel,  signer,  263. 

Sullivan,  John,  signer,  561. 

Sullivan,  George  R.  C,  p.m.,  Vincennes, 
Ind.,  566. 

Summers,  John,  appd.:  ensign,  661, 
lieut.,  665. 

Sumner,  David  H.,  signer,  323. 

Sumner,  William,  signer,  323. 

Superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  auth. 
of,  over  Fed.  agts.  discussed,  121-122; 
defin.  of  auth.  of,  417;  expenses 
attached  to,  436;  rept.  on  tribes 
under,  and  their  manag.,  430-437; 
status  of  govr.  as,  discussed,  171. 
See  also  Edwards,  Gov.  Ninian; 
Territorial  Governor. 

Superintendent  of  Indian  trade,  instrs. 
to,  to  fwd.  Indian  annuities  and 
goods,  327.  See  also  McKenney, 
Thomas  L. 

Superintendent  of  Indian  Trading  Fac- 
tories, 197.  See  also  Mason,  John: 
Indian  trading  factories. 

Supreme  (General)  Court,  see  Terri- 
torial Supreme  Court. 

Supreme  Court  clerk,  see  Illinois  Ter- 
ritory, appts.  by  govr.,  civil;  Terri- 
torial Supreme  clerk 

Surveyor  General,  25,  108,  111,  125, 
256,  340,  453,  579;  absence  of,  12; 
auth.  of,  ceases  in  111.  and  Mo.,  350; 
connected  plat  of  re.served  lands  by, 
discussed,  129;  contracts  with  suc- 
cessive, discussed,  174;  instrs.  on 
survey  of  milit.  lands  discussed,  226; 
instrs.  to,  on  fiscal  matters,  332-335; 
office  of,  draws  connected  plats  of 
Kaskaskia  dist.,  239;  rel.  compens. 
of  various,  474;  unable  to  send  con- 
nected plats  of  reserved  tracts,  13- 


I 
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14.  See  also  Mansfield,  Jared;  Meigs, 
Josiah;  TifBn,  Edward. 

Surveyor  General  of  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri Territories,  compens.  of,  dis- 
cussed, 463-464;  extens.  of  power  of, 
to  Mo.  Terr,  discussed,  564.  See  also 
Rector,  Brig.  Genl.  William. 

Surveyors,  compens.  to,  discussed,  249- 
250,  252. 

Surveys,  addit.  recommd.  for  Edwards- 
ville  dist.,  453;  addit.  tps.  brought 
under,  215;  auth.  over,  after  appt.  of 
survr.  for  111.  and  Mo.  terrs.,  350-351; 
completion  of  connected  plats  in  Kas- 
kaskia  dist.,  411;  connected  plats  of: 
needed,  31-32,  33,  tps.  sent  to  Jones, 
275;  contin.  of,  in  Kaskaskia  dist. 
urged,  300-301;  contracts:  discussed 
24,  332,  extracts,  185  n.,  with  W. 
Rector  (text),  160-161;  cost  per  mile, 
156,  184,  249-250,  252,  258-259,  269; 
criticism:  discussed,  192-194,  in  Kas- 
kaskia dist.,  159;  decision  on  new,  sus- 
pended, 534;  descrip.  of,  along  Kas- 
kaskia R.,  365;  differ,  between  Rector's 
and  Tiffin's  returns  discussed,  491- 
492;  difficulty  in  fract.  sees,  and  tps., 
11-12,224-225;  discussed  re:  reserved 
tracts,  13-14,  129,  Shawneetown,  25; 
effect  of  war  on,  9 ;  erroneous,  discussed, 
340,  350;  estab.  of  4th  prin.  meridian, 
184,248-249,  250,  251-252,  258,  259; 
estimate  of  costs  of,  for  1817,  457; 
exten.  of,  602-603;  funds  available 
for,  in  1815,  156;  inexact  descrip.  of, 
in  contract,  465;  instrs.  on  renewal  of, 
north  of  base  line  discussed,  283-284; 
instrs.  to  survr.  genl.,  332-335;  interfer. 
of  Indians  with,  143,  170,  181-182, 
226,  439-441.  484,  503;  members  of 
Cong,  excluded  from  contracts,  184; 
mUit.  bounty  lands  discussed,  230- 
231,234-235;  milit.  protec.  in  work  of, 
307;  Miss.  R.  islands  discussed,  229, 
276;  new  lands  to  be  survd.,  575, 
576-577;  new  mode  to  equalize  quarter 
sees.,  468;  private  claims  discussed, 
21-23,  24;  progress  of,  219,  250-252, 
320;  prog,  of,  in  milit.  bounty  strip, 
390;  prog,  of,  north  of  base  line,  305, 
307,  310-311,  326-327,  330-331;  re- 
commd. for,  beyond   Indian  cession 


lines,  172;  rept.  on  progress  of,  143, 

169-170;  request  by  citizens  for  exten. 

of,  601-602;  review  of  difficulties  in 

Kaskaskia    dist.,    174-177,    240-243; 

subdiv.  of  tps.  discussed,  305;  work 

of,  depends  on  good  Indian  rels.,  219. 

See    also    Deputy    surveyors;    Land; 

Military    bounty     lands;     Surveyor 

General;  Surveyors. 
Sutton,  William,  signer,  315. 
Swagart,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  641. 
Swearingen    (Sewarengen;    Sweringen), 

Daniel   S.,   appd.:  j.p.,   661,   sheriff, 

666. 
Swearingen,  Thomas  V.,  appd.  ensign, 

638. 
Sybole,  Samuel,  appd.:  capt.,  670,  lieut., 

664. 
Sykes,  John,  appd.  ensign,  652. 
Symmes  (Symms),  Judge  John  Cleves, 

of  N.  W.  Terr.,  held  ct.  in  Cahokia 

and  Kaskaskia,  101,  102,  103. 

Talbot,  Elijah,  appd.  ensign,  641. 

Talbott,  Benjamin,  appd.  j.p.,  651; 
member  legis.  council  from  Gallatin 
Co.,  214;  recommds.  Towles  as  judge, 
214. 

Talbott,  Thomas  W.,  appd.  j.p.,  665; 
resigns,  668. 

Tallbott,  Joshua,  appd.  lieut.,  665. 

Talton,  Tounsin,  appd.  lieut.,  665. 

Tamaroa  (Tamarois;  Tamorwa)  Indi- 
ans, conclus.  of  treaty  of  cession  with, 
607  n.;  part  of  111.  nation,  255. 

Tanehill,  Wilkins,  land  entry  ques- 
tioned, 153. 

Tanga  (Tangua),  Augustine,  signer,  30. 

TannehOl,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  657;  comm. 
revoked,  669. 

Tannehill,  see  Street  and  Tannehill. 

Tatum,  Howell,  recommds.  Philips  as 
terr.  secy.,  415n. 

Taul,  Micah,  recommds.  Sharp  as  terr. 
secy.,  444  n. 

Taxes,  law  enacted  approp.,  629;  query 
on  sale  of  lands  for,  449-450. 

Taylor,  David  S.,  appd.  county  judge, 
662,  667;  resigns,  670. 

Taylor,  Elisha,  signer,  322. 

Taylor,  Griffin,  removed  from  office,  661. 
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Taylor,  Jonathan,  applic.  to  explore  (or 
salt  deposits  discussed,  236-237,  247- 
248;  appd.  j.p.,  623;  land  entry  ques- 
tioned, 153;  proposal  for  lease  of  salt 
spgs.  discussed,  276-277;  recommd.  as 
commr.  to  locate  road,  361;  signer, 
449. 

Taylor,  Josiah,  signer,  323. 

Taylor,  see  Wilkins  and  Taylor. 

Teaters,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  622. 

Tedwell,  Hiram,  appd.  ensign,  649. 

Telford  (Tilford),  Weir,  contract  to 
survey  (extract),  185  n.;  part  in  sur- 
vey of  milit.  bounty  lands,  249;  prog, 
of  surveys  by,  258. 

Tennessee  (Tennisse),  84,  92,  101,  463; 
Philips  appd.  terr.  secy,  from,  453, 
660. 

Territorial  Attorney  General,  99,  163; 
appt.  of,  629,  630,  632,  635,  647; 
tenure,  629. 

Territorial  Council,  elec.  called  for 
choice  of,  644. 

Territorial  courts,  defense  of  law  chang- 
ing sittings  of,  100-105. 

Territorial  Delegate,  elec.  called  for 
choice  of,  644;  elec.  of,  310  n.,  382, 
383,  386,  393,  438,  444;  function  of, 
37  n.;  legis.  memorial  sent  to,  473;  to 
push  action  on  memorials  to  Cong., 
275,  280,  286,  300;  urged  to  aid  in 
securing  addit.  duty  on  lead,  482-483. 

Territorial  Governor,  158;  appt.  as,  247, 
287,  624,  628;  auth.  as  Indian  supt. 
discussed,  121-122,  171  188-189; 
auth.  over  Indians  in  terr.  confirmed 
to,  417-418;  confirm  of  land  titles  by, 
18,  21-22,  28,  111,  150-151,  163, 
240,  272,  427,  476-477;  conflict,  juris, 
with  other  govrs.  on  Indian  manag., 
190  n.;  instrs.  on  exchange  of  patents 
issued  by,  350;  invasion  of  auth.  of, 
as  Indian  supt.,  430-432;  land  patents 
issued  by  criticized,  340;  law  enacted 
by  govr.  and  judges  on  powers  of, 
635;  proposed  reduction  of  powers 
discussed,  285-286;  tenure,  247,  287, 
624;  vacancy,  603.  See  also  Ed- 
wards, Gov.  Ninian;  Territorial  Secre- 
tary and  Acting  Governor;  Superin- 
tendent of  Indian  affairs. 

Territorial  House  of  Representatives, 
For  ideniieal  names,  i 


elec.  called  for  choice  of,  644,  647; 
expulsion  of  member  of,  653. 

Territorial  (Supreme)  Judges,  act  criti- 
cized on  regul.  of,  273-274;  act  (text) 
on  duties  of,  139-142;  appt.  as,  233, 
287-288;  as  circuit  judges,  57-61 
67-68,  81-89;  assigned  to  circuit,  213; 
attitude  of,  on  terr.  law  changing  ct. 
sittings,  100-105;  auth.  of  commis- 
sions of,  under  new  jud.  act,  244; 
need  for  sessions  by,  in  outlying 
dists.,  52-53;  recommds.  for  appt.  as, 
209,  210,  211,  212,  213-215,  216-218, 
222-224,  469-470;  tenure,  288;  va- 
cancy, 604.  See  also  Territorial  Su- 
preme Court. 

Territorial  Legislative  Assembly,  act 
discussed  on  changes  in  ct.  .sessions, 
100-105;  act  passed  estab.  Sup.  Ct., 
55-56;  acts  ment.  re:  collect,  taxes, 
324,  repeal,  certain  laws,  626;  acts  of, 
listed,  625;  acts  of,  sent  to  Sec.  State, 
563,  580;  date  of  first  meet.,  645;  elec. 
called  on  issue  of  organiz.  of,  640; 
estab.  of  ct.  of  chancery  by,  discussed, 
100;  letter  to  Thomas  and  Sprigg,  75; 
memorial  discussed  on  preemption, 
99,  106;  memorials  to  Cong,  by,  for: 
exten.  of  time  for  loc.  of  confirmed 
claims,  279,  payt.  of  rangers  299-300, 
reduction  of  powers  of  govr.,  285-286, 
removal  of  intruders,  280-281,  revi- 
sion of  jud.  act,  273-275;  petition  to 
Cong,  by,  for  relief  from  unjust  oper. 
of  land  laws,  263-268;  power  of,  to 
change  dates  of  hold.  ct.  of  appeals 
sessions,  142;  power  to  tax  land,  480; 
provide  pay  for  agt.  to  select  site  of 
seminary,  376;  resols.  re:  approv. 
addit.  duty  on  foreign  lead,  482-483, 
payt.  for  aid  in  selec.  tract  for  semi- 
nary, 364;  resol.  ment.  on  land  claims, 
298.  See  also  Governor  and  judges, 
laws  enacted  by. 

Territorial  Legislative  Council,  resig. 
from,  670. 

Territorial  marshal,  158;  dist.  of  office 
of,  from  Shawneetown,  451;  extra 
compens.  for,   discussed,   584-587. 

Territorial  Secretary  and  Acting  Gov- 
ernor, appt.  of,  453-454,  619-620, 
660;  recommds.  for  appt.  as,  382,  383, 

!e  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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385,  393,  402-403,  404,  412-414, 
416-417,  438-439,  444-445;  serves  as 
act.  govr.,  619-624,  629,  632,  647, 
655-656,  657,  662,  665,  667-668,  669, 
669-671;  tenure,  453,  620,  660;  va- 
cancy, 382, 383, 385, 386, 393, 402,  404, 
412,  413,  414,  416-417,  438,  444,  474. 

Territorial  Supreme  (General)  Court, 
act  regul.  and  defining  duties  of 
judges  criticized,  273-274;  duties  of 
elk.,  62;  judges  assigned  to  circuit, 
213;  judges  to  hold  ct.  of  oyer  and 
terminer,  633,  634;  judges  to  preside 
in  circuit  cts.,  140-142;  jud.  term 
defined,  61;  juris,  defined,  57-60;  juris, 
and  powers  of  judges  as  circuit  judges, 
140;  law  enacted  re,  628;  law  enacted 
on  fees  of,  629;  need  for  reorganiz. 
discussed,  51-53;  power  to  naturalize, 
310;  prov.  for  appeals,  63-64;  seal 
procured  for,  365;  suit  at  common  law 
in,  ment.,  96;  terr.  law  estab.,  criti- 
cized and  defended,  66-95;  terr.  law 
(text),  estab.,  55-56;  vacancy,  209- 
210,  211,  212,  213,  214,  215,  216,  217, 
218,  222,  223,  224.  See  also  Territo- 
rial Judges. 

Territorial  Supreme  Court  clerk,  prov. 
for,  62,  69-73,  90-93. 

Territory  Northwest  of  the  River  Ohio, 
66,  80,  85,  94,  268;  confirm,  of  land 
claims  in,  discussed,  476-477;  pay 
of  judges  in,  discussed,  101-102. 

Tesworth,  Gabriel,  appd.  lieut.,  634. 

Teter,  Abram,  appd.  j.p.,  638. 

Thekiki  (Theakiki;  Kankakee)  River, 
322. 

Thibault,  Augustin,  signer,  519. 

Thomas,  Gabriel,  recommds.  Towles 
as  judge,  214. 

Thomas,  James,  appd.  ensign,  630; 
letter  ment.  to  Irwin,  422;  letter  to 
Irwin,  423-424. 

Thomas,  James  D.,  appd.:  capt.,  641, 
650,  lieut.  col.,  672,  major,  669. 

Thomas,  Judge  Jesse  B.,  76,  77,  102, 
210;  assigned  to  1st  circuit,  213; 
certif.  ment.  on  arrest  of  Brisbois, 
594  n.;  end  of  term  as  judge,  615  n.; 
letters  to  Sec.  State,  210-211,  604; 
petitions  govr.  to  remit  fine,  663-664; 
recommds.    Hardin    as:    judge,    211, 


terr.  secy.,  393;  resigns,  604;  signer, 
601. 

Thomas,  Judge  Jesse  B.,  and  Sprigg, 
W.,  criticism  by,  of  bill  estab.  terr. 
sup.  ct.,  66-74;  letters  to:  Sec.  State, 
244,  terr.  leg.,  66-74;  request  interp. 
of  law  defin.  duties  of  judges,  244. 

Thomas,  Judge  Jesse  B.,  Sprigg,  W., 
and  Caldwell,  J.,  letter  to  Sec.  State, 
393. 

Thomas,  John,  appd.  common-pleas 
judge,  635. 

Thomas,  John,  appd.:  county  judge,  650, 
654,  lieut.,  637. 

Thomas,  John,  Jr.,  appd.  j.p.,  629. 

Thomas,  Robert,  appd.:  capt.,  669, 
j.p.,  665,  lieut.,   662. 

Thomas,  Samuel,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Thompson,  Archibald,  appd.  j.p.,  628. 

Thompson,  James,  attests  sig.,  116; 
ranger  co.,  138. 

Thompson  (Thopson),  John,  ranger 
CO.,  138. 

Thompson,  Moses,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 

Thompson,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Thomson,  Ignatius,  signer,  324. 

Thomson,  Robert,  appd.  lieut.,  663. 

Thornton,  Anthony,  Jr.,  letter  to  Sec. 
State,  216-217;  recommds.  Towles 
as  judge,  217. 

Thornton,  William,  applic.  for  permiss. 
to  settle,  447;  appd.  capt.,  649. 

Thrash,  William,  appd.  ensign,  637. 

Thruston,  Sen.  Buckner,  of  Ky.,  in- 
formed on  renewal  of  company  land 
claims,  235-236. 

Tiernan,  Luke,  signer,  561. 

Tiffin,  Clajiion,  appd.:  j.p.,  671,  sur- 
geon, 662. 

Tiffin,  Edward,  Surveyor  General,  109, 
181,  465,  474;  Clarkson  recommd. 
to,  as  dep.  survr.,  180;  contracts  by, 
for  further  surveys  discussed,  203- 
204;  contracts  with  Moore  and  Mes- 
singer  for  surveys,  183-185;  diff. 
bet.  returns  of,  and  Rector's  dis- 
cussed, 491-492;  dist.  sur\T.  recommd. 
to,  for  Shawneetown  dist.,  212;  end. 
contracts  to  Meigs,  159;  e.xchange  of 
office  with  Meigs,  37  n.;  field  notes  of 
Shawneetown  survey  sent  to,  16; 
informed    of    plans    for    survey    of 
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milit.  bounty  lands,  234-235;  informs: 
Bacon  of  instrs.  to  Kaskaskia  L.  O., 
27,  Meigs  of  nonpayt.  of  Harris, 
126;  instrs.  by,  re:  reserved  lands  for 
schools,  25-26,  reserv.  of  timber  for 
U.  S.  Saline,  24-25,  to  Jones  and 
Bond  on  applic.  of  law  for  loc.  of  land 
claims,  28-29;  instrs.  ment.  to  reg. 
and  rec,  Kaskaskia  L.  O.,  45;  instrs. 
to,  as  survr.  genl.,  334-335;  instrs.  to, 
re:  survey  of  milit.  bounty  lands, 
154-155,  transfer  of  records  to  Rec- 
tor's office,  336;  letters  ment.  to: 
Bond,  45,  Jones,  187,  Jones  and 
Bond,  31,  114,  239,  300,  Meigs,  23, 
26,  148,  154,  181,  215,  269,  270,  336, 
Messinger,  218,  238,  283,  307,  311, 
Moore,  283,  Rector,  350,  351,  Sloo, 
224;  letters  to:  Bacon,  27,  Jones  and 
Bond,  13,  15-16,  2»-26,  28-29, 
Meigs,  15,  21,  25,  49,  125-126,  136- 
137,  158-160,  203-204,  208-209,  240- 
244,  258-259,  Sloo  and  Caldwell, 
24-25;  opinion  on  unfit,  of  Mich, 
lands  for  milit.  bounties,  259,  325; 
plan  of  Shawneetown  sent  to,  12; 
queries  by,  re:  extent  of  surveys,  15, 
plats  needed  first,  187-188,  status 
of  land  claims  and  sale  of  pub.  lands, 
16;  queries  to  re:  preemption  and 
confirm,  of  land  claims,  18-20,  pre- 
emption in  reserved  tracts,  13-15; 
receives  plan  of  Shawneetown,  21; 
recommds.  to,  by  govr.  on  new  sur- 
veys, 172;  repts.  by,  re:  status  of 
Shawneetown,  25,  status  of  surveys 
in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  158-160;  reports 
to,  re:  affairs  in  Kaskaskia  L.  O., 
45-46,  affairs  in  Shawneetown  L.  O., 
43-45,  conflict  over  private  claims, 
162-163,  plan  of  surveys  north  of 
base  line,  307,  preemption  and  un- 
located  claims,  31-33,  prog,  in  locat. 
private  claims  and  sales  to  pre- 
emptioners,  37-40,  status  of  surveys 
in  Kaskaskia  dist.,  174-179,  survey 
of  fract.  sees.,  224-225,  surveys  and 
their  progress,  143,  230-231,  248- 
250,  250-251,  251-252,  305,  320, 
326-327.  330-331;  requests  platting 
instruments,  208;  return  of  surveys 
sent  to,   169-170;  returns  of,   differ 


from  Rector's,  476;  reviews  com- 
pleted survey  of  Kaska.skia  dist., 
240-244;  sends  Rector  list  of  survey, 
contracts,  351 ;  transmits  surveys  and 
tp.  plats  to  G.L.O.,  25,  136-137, 
148,  208,  393,  410;  urged  to:  execute 
further  surveys,  152,  hasten  surveys, 
283. 

Tiffin,  Joseph,  elk.,  G.L.O.,  duties  and 
salary  of,  42. 

Tilford,  William,  appd.  lieut.,  662,  669. 

Timber  thieves,  lack  of  auth.  to  prose- 
cute, 507. 

Titsworth,  Gabriel,  resigns  as  lieut.,  637. 

Titsworth,  Isaac,  descrip.  of  donation 
claim,  107,  111,  112. 

Titsworth,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 

Titsworth's  Ferry,  on  Ohio  R.,  111. 

Todd,  Levi,  recommd.  as  terr.  secy., 
444  n. 

Todd,  Thomas,  appd.:  county  judge, 
653,  j.p.,  622,  639. 

Tomason,  Samuel,  to  be  tried  for  capital 
offense,  634. 

Tovery,  Thomas,  appd.  capt.,  661. 

Towles  (Towls),  Judge  Thomas,  commd. 
judge,  233,  287-288;  date  of  begin,  of 
salary  as  judge,  233  n.;  Edwards 
subscribes  to  oath  as  govr.  before, 
625;  end  of  term  as  judge  discussed, 
615  n.;  recommd.  as  judge,  209-210, 
211-212,  213-214,  217-218,  223-224; 
resid.  of  discassed,  470;  signer,  449. 

Townsend,  John,  appd.:  capt.,  661, 
lieut.,  652. 

Townsend,  William,  appd.  capt.,  663. 

Townships,  div.  of,  discussed,  11-12. 

Trammel  (Trammell),  Jarrard,  Jr., 
appd.  ensign,  633. 

Trammel,  Jarrot  (Jarrott),  appd.:  capt., 
648,  lieut.,  637,  639. 

Trammel  (Trammell;  Trammill),  Philip, 
appd.:  capt.,  630,  lieut.  col.,  638, 
major,  633;  member  legis.,  214; 
recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  214; 
resigns  as  col.,  648. 

Trammel,  • — ,  655. 

Treasury  Department,  fin.  accts.  of 
land  offices  sent  to,  45;  instrs.  by,  on 
begin,  of  pub.  land  sale,  117;  instrs. 
discussed  on  sale  of  preemption  lands, 
97-98. 
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Treaties,  ment.  with  France,  Great  Brit., 

and    Spain,    177.      See    also    Indian 

treaties. 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  prov.  for  fur  trade 

discussed,  293. 
Trenton,  Philip,  appd.  lieut.,  670. 
Trigers,  Absolom,  appd.  lieut.,  662. 
Tripp,  William,  appd.  ensign,  649. 
Trotier     (Trottier),     Auguste,     appd.: 

capt.,  646;  resigns,  664. 
Trotier   (Trottier),   Jean   Mary,   volun. 

under  G.  R.  Clark,  570. 
Trotier    (Trottier),   Joseph,    appd.   en- 
sign,   665;    letter    ment.   to    P.M.G., 

570;    mail    contractor    on    Cahokia- 

Kaskaskia  route,  570. 
Trousdale,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.,  662. 
Trousdale,    James,    appd.    capt.,    633, 

638;  signer,  459. 
Trousdale,  John   C,   appd.   capt.,   656. 
Tschiffely,  Frederick  C,  elk.,  G.L.O., 

duties  and  salary  of,  42. 
Tucker,  Col.  — ,  land  purch.  ment.,  329. 
Tude,  Da\-id,  appd.  ensign,  637. 
Tuells,  Benjamin,  signer,  322. 
Turkey  River,  360,  528. 
Turman,  Jacob,  appd.  j.p.,  668. 
Turner,  Judge  George,  of  N.  W.  Terr., 

held  court  in  Cahokia  and  Kaskaskia, 

101,  102,  103. 
Turotte,  Frangois,  passport  granted  to, 

to  ascend  111.  R.,  671. 
Tuttle,     Treuman,     appd.:    j.p.,     635, 

surgeon,  639. 
Tweedy,    John,    appd.:    ensign,    643, 

lieut.,  649. 
Tyler,  Griffin,  appd.  capt.,  656. 
Tywappety  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route, 

Smithland-Cape   Girardeau,   509. 

Uents  (Uins),  John,  appd.  capt.,  663. 

Union  County,  appts.  in,  665,  666,  667, 
669,  672. 

United  States  Circuit  Court,  act  creat. 
discussed,  244. 

United  States  Congress,  act  re  duties  of 
U.S.  judges  (text),  139-142;  acts 
discussed  re:  appt.  of  sur\T.  for  111. 
and  Mo.  terrs.,  336,  463-464,  confirm. 
of  land  claims,  18-20,  27,  50-51,  162- 
163,  117-121,  163-165,  courts,  103,1 
duties  of  judges,  213,  244,  estab.  of  { 
For  identical  names,  see 


Edwardsville  land  dist.,  337,  estab. 
of  Mo.  Terr.,  86,  exclus.  of  Brit,  from 
Indian  trade,  309-310,  exten.  of 
reserved  tracts,  177,  exten.  of  survT. 
genl.  auth.  to  La.-Mo.  terr.,  564,  fee 
for  certifs.,  272,  Fr.  and  Brit,  land 
claimants,  306,  Indian  trade,  198- 
200,  525-526,  561-562,  land  claims, 
150-151,  165-166,  266-267,  269,  279, 
297,  331,  356-358,  426-427,  466,  577- 
578,  579,  land  sales,  129-130,  loc.  of 
land  claims,  11,  28-29,  milit.  bounty 
lands,  154-155,  336-337,  389-390, 
north,  bound.  Ohio,  155-156,  pre- 
emption, 13-15,  29-30,  38,  97,  127, 
182-183,  299,  597-598,  pub.  accts., 
494,  regul.  duties  of  U.S.  judges,  273- 

274,  removal  of  intruders,  162,  280- 
281,  reserv.  of  tp.  for  seminary,  15-16, 
trade  reguls.,  546-547;  ads  ment.  re: 
admiss.  of  111.  into  Union,  589,  appli- 
cations to  settle,  446-448,  appt.  of 
Indian  agts.,  587,  appt.  of  survr.  for 
111.  and  Mo.  terrs.,  331,  335,  350, 
attach.  Piankashaw  cession  to  Shaw- 
neetown  land  dist.,  533,  confirm,  of 
donation  claims.  111,  confirm,  of 
land  claims,  145-146,  229,  298,  dis- 
posal of  pub.  lands,  181,  592,  divid. 
Indiana  Terr.,  288,  640,  estab.  of 
Edwards\-ille  land  dist.,  338,  339,  341, 
estab.  of  land  offices,  272,  358,  fugi- 
tives from  justice,  621,  land  claims, 
13,  110,  131,  165,  187,  336,  363,  476, 
land  for  loc.  of  confirmed  claims,  272, 
lease  of  lead  mines,  325,  oath  of 
office,  625,  permission  to  settle,  498, 
permits  to  unauth.  settlers,  345, 
powers  of  sur\T.  genl.,  203,  preemp- 
tion, 176,  239-240,  345,  352,  358, 
438,  private  claims,  32,  pub.  printers, 
596,  reserve  for  seminary  of  learning, 
256,  sale  of  pub.  lands,  119,  121,  340- 
341,  376,  Shawneetown-Kaskaskia 
highway,  361;  bill  before,  re  powers 
of  terr.  legis.,  139  n.;  confirms  dona- 
tion claim,  110;  members  excluded 
from  particip.  in  survey,  contracts, 
184;  memorials  laid  before,  257,  273- 

275,  279-281,  285-286,  290-291,  299- 
300,  312-315,  426-427,  545-546,  558- 
561,  577-580;  no  action  re  lead  mines, 
index  note,  p.  67i. 
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475;  petitions  laid  before,  129-135, 
261-269,  270-271,  304,  321-324,  517- 
520,  566-568;  resols.  discussed  re: 
collector  of  pub.  revenue,  481,  value 
and  disposal  of  lead  mines,  381. 

United  States  District  Attorney,  dist. 
of  resid.  of,  from  Shawneetown,  451; 
expenses  and  fees  discussed,  151;  role 
in  land  cases  discussed,  150-151;  to 
take  action  against  Wilcox,  456. 

United  States  House  of  Representatives, 
com.  on  pub.  lands  informed  of  un- 
settled land  claims,  476-477;  rept.  and 
resol.  of,  on  petition  for  abate,  of 
prices  of  lots,  462;  rept.  on  preemp- 
tion, 289;  resol.  ment.  referring 
Bate's  petition,  554. 

United  States  marshal,  duties  re  removal 
of  intruders,  162. 

United  States  rangers,  compens.  pro- 
vided for  services  of,  300;  detach,  of, 
murder  friendly  Indians,  116;  memo- 
rial for  early  payt.  of,  299-300;  non- 
payt.  of,  discussed,  377-378;  pajt.  of 
arrearages  discussed,  390-392;  payt. 
to,  by  paymaster,  405;  role  of,  in 
relief  exped.  to  Prairie  du  Chien,  3-8; 
supply  guard  for    urvrs.,  9,  143. 

United  States  Saline,  137,  441;  applic. 
for  purchase  of  tract  in,  discussed, 
515;  bound,  drawn,  302;  condition  of 
salt  wells  discussed,  302-303;  depreds. 
of  intruders  in,  discussed,  394;  Ed- 
wards authd.  to  grant  new  leases  to, 
487;  expir.  of  lease  of,  discussed,  479; 
illegal  timber  exploit,  in,  374-375; 
improvements  discussed,  53;  intruders 
discussed,  302;  intruders  to  be  ex- 
pelled from,  47,  382,  416;  land  re- 
served for  support  of,  24-25,  107; 
leases:  for  tavern  discussed,  467-468, 
on  deposit  in  comptroller's  office,  523, 
policy  of  leasing  to  one  or  more,  248, 
renewal  of  lease  opposed,  312-315, 
submitted  to  Sec.  Treas.,  523,  to 
Bate  discussed,  554-556;  memorials 
and  petition  re:  lease  of,  270-271, 
lease  of  site  in,  for  hotel,  448-449, 
lease  to  Bate,  304;  mismanag.  alleged, 
312,  458;  on  post  route,  Shawnee- 
town-Ste.  Genevieve,  509;  on  Shaw- 
neetown-Kaskaskia     highway,     361; 


permit  to  seek  new  salt  deposits 
within,  discussed,  236-237;  reserved 
from  sale,  109,  112;  revenue  from 
lease  of,  278  n. 

United  States  Senate,  233,  247,  425, 
449,  511,  512,  624;  bill  auth.  open,  of 
copper  mines  rejected  by,  295-296; 
confirms:  Edgar  as  brig,  genl.,  552, 
Edwards  as  govr.,  287,  628,  Philips  as 
terr.  secy.,  660,  Pope  as  terr.  secy., 
619,  Towles  as  judge,  287-288, 
White  as  brig,  genl.,  552  n.;  rept.  of 
Sec.  War  on  fur  trade  ment.,  401; 
resol.  of  inquiry  into  survey  of  milit. 
bounty  lands,  551-552. 

United  States  troops,  583;  aid  of,  in 
erect,  bldgs.  for  trad,  factories  re- 
quested, 315-316,  317,  368-369i  dis- 
trib.  of,  at  close  of  war  of  1812,  206  n.; 
occup.  Green  Bay,  406;  pay.  to, 
authd.,  158;  rels.  with  Indian  factors 
discussed,  316,  317;  role  in  exped.  for 
relief  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  3-11; 
status  of,  in  Wis.  country,  407-408; 
to  occupy  Prairie  du  Chien,  410;  to 
protect  survr.s.,  238,  307;  to  reinforce 
northern  forts,  495,  499. 

Upper  Canada,  bound,  line,  Madison 
Co.,  643. 

Upton,  Thomas,  appd.  j.p.,  632;  resigns, 
643  n. 

Vail,  Joshua  Y.,  signer,  323. 

Vally,  Jean  Baptiste,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  373. 

Vanarsdol  (Vannosdal;  Vsnorsdale; 
Vanosdel),  Simon,  appd.  provost 
marshal,  641;  proposal  for  lead-mine 
lease,  372;  requisition  for  return  of, 
to  La.  Terr.,  629. 

Vance,  Ely,  error  in  land  entry  of, 
179-180. 

Vance,  John,  appd.  ensign,  652;  error 
in  land  entry  of,  179-180. 

Vance,  Jordan,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 

Vanderburgh  (Vandeburg),  Judge 
Henry,  of  Indiana  Territory,  103. 

Van  Zandt,  Nicholas  B.,  elk.,  G.L.O., 
539;  duties  and  salary,  42;  examiner 
of  land-office  books,  510. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67!t. 
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Varick,  Theodore  V.  W.,  appd.  brigade 
inspector,  671. 

Varnum,  Jacob  B,  appd.  factor  at 
Chicago,  205  n.;  complains  of  refusal 
of  Capt.  Bradley  to  lend  aid,  368-369; 
letter  ment.  to  McKenney,  368. 

Varnum,  Sen.  Joseph  B.,  of  Mass.,  repts. 
bill  open,  copper  mines,  295. 

Vaught,  William  C,  appd.:  capt.,  654, 
j.p.,  659,  major,  662;  informed  of 
Shawneetown-Bairdstown  postal  serv- 
ice, 565;  instrs.  to,  on  mail  carriage 
on  Shawneetown-Kaskaskia  route, 
506-507;  letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  563; 
p.m.,  Shawneetown,  214;  recommds. 
Towles  as  judge,  214. 

Vaught,  see  Ashley  and  Vaught. 

Vaugn  (Vaun),  John  (Johua  ?),  appd. 
lieut.,  630. 

Vermillion  (Vermilion),  Benjamin,  ran- 
ger CO.,  138. 

Vermillion,  Benjamin,  Jr.,  appd.  ensign, 
622. 

Vermillion,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  637; 
ranger  co,  138;  resigns  as  ensign,  639. 

Vincennes  (Ind.),  4,  24,  297,  366,  386, 
419,  471,  486;  occup.  of,  by  Hamilton 
{1779),  567;  postal  schedule  to  Shaw- 
neetown, 344;  postal  service  to  Shaw- 
neetown discussed,  566. 

Vincennes  (Ind.)  Land  District,  261, 
306,  470,  533;  approp.  of  land  in,  for 
confirmed  claims,  272;  bounds,  dis- 
cussed, 17;  sales  ment.,  336;  status  of 
sec.  16  in,  14. 

Vincennes  (Ind.)  Land  Office,  49; 
recommd.  as  place  for  payt.  of  fees 
to  survrs.,  351. 

Vineyard,  George,  appd.:  capt.,  664, 
ensign,  652. 

Vineyard,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  645. 

Vineyard,  see  Herod  and  Vineyard. 

Virginia,  267,  402,  566,  567;  banks  of, 
resume  specie  payts.,  481;  cession  by, 
to  U.S.,  discussed,  426-427;  laws 
adopted  from,  632. 

Virginia  military  bounty  lands,  loc.  of 
patents,  43. 

Virginia  military  grant,  125-126. 

Wabash  Land  Company,  renewal  of 
claim  of,  discussed,  235-236. 


Wabash  River,  17,  253,  270,  304,  344, 
448,  523,  554,  601,  603;  bound,  line, 
Gallatin  Co.,  643;  original  home  of 
Kickapoos,  506;  Piankashaws  remove 
from,  432;  Potawatomi  villages  on, 
516. 

Wabash  Saline,  see  United  States  Saline. 

Wabasha  (La  Feuille;  Feuille  des  Gens), 
a  Sioux  chief,  visits  St.  Joseph,  360. 

Waddell,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.,  653. 

Waddle,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  659. 

Wadley,  Thomas,  appd.  ensign,  630, 

Waggener,  John,  signer,  459. 

Waggoner,  Peter,  appd.  ensign,  639. 

Wagnor,  Daniel,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Wagnor,  Jacob,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Wagnor,  John,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Waint,  Colat,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Wakefield,  George,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Wakefield,  John  A,  appd.  j.p.,  671; 
ranger  co.,  139. 

Wakefield,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  651. 

Walden,  Benjamin,  resigns  as  capt.,  642. 

Waldroup,  William,  signer,  30. 

Waldrup,  Joseph,  signer,  263. 

Walker,  Francis  E.,  applies  for  appt.  as 
terr.  secy.,  444  n.;  recommd.  as 
judge,  224  n. 

Walker,  Henry,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 

Walker,  Hugh,  appd.  lieut.,  646. 

Walker,  James,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Walker,  John,  ranger  co.,  138. 

Walker,  Samuel,  appd.  ensign,  671. 

Walker,  Zadock,  bill  drawn  in  favor  of, 
370. 

Waller,  Leonard,  appd.  ensign,  638. 

War  Department,  instrs.  by,  re  rations 
to  Indians,  494.  See  also  Secretary  of 
War. 

War  of  1812,  309,  544;  affid.  on  losses 
sustained  in,  553;  Brit,  attack  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  25,  26,  109,  144;  Chip- 
pewa Indians  aid  Brit.,  292;  close  of, 
145,  282;  contin.  of,  by  Indians,  36, 
169;  effects  discussed,  264-265,  472- 
473;  hist,  sources  on,  10  n.;  manner 
of  defense  of  terr.  by  govr.,  471; 
progress    of,    3-11. 

Ward,  John,  ranger  co.,  139. 

Ware,  James,  confirm,  of  militia  right 
discussed,  368. 

Ware,  Samuel,  ranger  co.,  138. 


For  idenlical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67lf. 
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Warnock,  John,  appd.  circuit  judge,  671. 
Warren,  Amos,  signer,  322. 
Warren  County  (0.),  185  n. 
Varrick,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  661. 
Washington,  D.  C,  35,  200,  206,  217, 

233,  247,  281,  287,  319,  345,  350,  377, 

414,  415,  453,  465,  480,  496,  548,  549. 

552,  576,  592,  593,  613,  620,  624,  660; 

Brit,  attack  on,  ment.,  26,  109,  144; 

pub.  records  removed  from,  25. 
Washington,  the,  goods  shipped  on,  to 

Green  Bay,  424.  See  also  George  Wash- 
ington, a  schooner. 
Washington  County,  appts.  in,  666,  667, 

668,  670,  672. 
Waterbury    (Vt.),   323. 
Waters,    Samuel,    appd.    ensign,    634; 

resigns,  637. 
Watkins,  Lewis,  appd.  j.p.,  651;  signer, 

314. 
Watson,  Robert,  appd.  ensign,  661. 
Watts,  Benjamin,  appd.:  county  judge, 

655,  j.p.,  668. 
Watts,  Iladen,  ranger  co.,  139. 
Watts,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  671;  ranger 

CO.,  139. 
Wayne,    Gen.    Anthony,    treaty    with 

Indians  discussed,  582-583. 
Weakley,  R.,  recommds.  Philips  as  terr. 

secy.,  382. 
Weaver,  J.,  appd.  common-pleas  judge, 

645. 
Weaver,   James,   appd.    county   judge, 

654;  criticism,  of  accts.  of,  as  p.m., 

27;  instrs.  to,  on  sending  accts.,  27; 

letter  ment.  to  P.M.G.,  27;  p.m.  at 

Ft.    Massac,   27. 
Weaver,  Lt. — ,  role  of,  in  relief  of  Prairie 

du  Chien,  4,  6. 
Webb,  Lazarus,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 
Weeks,  John,  appd.  capt.,  639. 
Weldon,  John,  appd.  j.p.,  654,  666. 
Wells,  Lewis,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 
Wells,  Thomas,  appd.  lieut.,  634. 
West,  Hezekiah,  appd.:  census  commr., 

666,  county  treas.,  651,  j.p.,  647. 
Weston,  Stephen,  signer,  323. 
Whaley,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  655. 
Wharton,  Jesse,  recommds.  Philips  as 

terr.  secy.,  415  n. 
Wheatly,    Francis,    appd.:    lieut.,    631, 

paymaster,    641. 

For  identical  nantes. 


Wheeler,  Eramus,  appd.  j.p.,  672. 

Wheeler,  George,  signer,  323. 

Wheeler,  William,  appd.  j.p.,  658. 

Wheeler,  Willis,  signer,  459. 

Wheelock,  Simon,  appd.  cornet,  630. 

Whiskey,  sale  to  Indians  discussed, 
500-501,     527-529. 

Whitaker  (Whitacre;  Whiteaker),  John, 
appd.:  coroner,  667,  ensign,  649,  j.p., 
658,  lieut.,  654;  signer,  601. 

Whitaker,   Thomas,   appd.   lieut.,   638. 

White,  Charles  F.,  signer,  263. 

White,  David,  appd.  j.p.,  622. 

White,  Isaac,  appd.:  col.,  633,  j.p.,  624, 
major,  630;  resigns  as  j.p.,  624  n.,  631. 

White,  James,  appd.  j.p.,  642. 

White,  Leonard,  appd.:  brig.  genl. 
militia,  512,  522,  capt.,  634,  638,  col., 
657  n.,  common-pleas  judge,  646, 
county  judge,  650,  654,  j.p.,  631,  645, 
major,  648,  paymaster,  648;  auth.  to 
admin,  oaths,  633;  commd.  brig,  genl., 
552  n.;  informed  of  intruders  on  U.S. 
Saline,  375;  instrs.  to,  on  removal  of 
intruders,  47;  letters  ment.  to:  Meigs, 
47,  Towles,  209;  letters  to:  Sec.  War 
(act.),  522,  Towles,  210;  nomin.  to 
Pres.  as  brig.  genl.  militia,  551 ;  plans 
suit  against  Moreland  as  intruder, 
394;  proposal  of,  for  lead-mine  lease, 
373;  recommds.  Towles  as  judge,  209, 
210,  214;  rept.  ment.  on  bound,  of 
U.S.  Saline,  302;  rept.  on  U.S.  Saline 
discussed,  24  25;  resigns  as:  county 
elk.,  652  n.,  county  judge,  662; 
signer,  449,  601;  to  remove  intruders 
from  U.S.  Saline,  416;  to  be  paid  for 
road  building,  592-593. 

White,  Thomas,  signer,  263. 

White,  Walter,  appd.  surgeon's  mate, 
648. 

White  and  Taylor,  applic.  for  land 
purch.  discussed,  515. 

White  County,  appts.  in,  653,  654,  656, 
658,  662,  664,  666,  668,  670,  671,  672. 

White  Court  House,  on  post  route,  344. 

Whiteside,  Davis,  signer,  269. 

Whiteside,  Jacob,  appd.  common-pleas 
judge,  646;  signer,  269. 

Whiteside,  James,  selects  locations  for 
self  and  others,  268. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Whiteside,  James  A.,  appd.:  capt.,  642, 

j.p.,  655. 
Whiteside,  Jenkins,  recommds.  Philips 

as  terr.  secy.,  382,  415  n. 
Whiteside,  Joel,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  John,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  John  C,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  John  J.,  signer,  269. 
^"hiteside,  John  L.,  appt.  capt.,  665. 
Whiteside,  Robert,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside  (Whitesidesi,  Samuel,  appd.: 

capt.,    6-36,    col.,    662,    ensign,    630, 

major,  659;  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  Thomas,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  Thomas,  Jr.,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  Uel,  appd.  j.p.,  648;  signer, 

269. 
Whiteside,    William,    appd.:    col.,    630, 

county  treas.,  651,  major,  621;  death 

of,  651. 
Whiteside,  William,  Sr.,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,    WOliam    B.,    appd.:    capt., 

621-622,  major,  632;  resigns  as  major, 

641,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  William  G.,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside,  William  L.,  signer,  269. 
Whiteside  family,  268  n. 
Whiteside,  — ,  out  of  office  as  capt., 

652  n. 
Whitley,  John,  appd.  ensign,  661. 
Whitley,  Miles,  appd.  lieut.,  670. 
\Miitlock,  Lt.  Ambrose,  amt.  of  funds 

in  hands  of,  for  paji;.  of  rangers  and 

militia,  391,  392;  auth.  to  pay  troops, 

158;  failure  to  pay  troops  discussed, 

377-378;   instrs.   to,   to   make   early 

payt.,   391-392;  refuses  to  pay  staff 

of  govT.,  35. 
Whitney,  James  W.,  proposal  for  lead- 
mine  lease,  372. 
Wickliffe,  Robert,  recommds.  Hardin  as 

judge,  212  n. 
Widemanson,  postal  service,  595. 
Widen,  Raphael,  appd.  j.p.,  648. 
Wier,  George,  appd.  ensign,  671. 
Wight,  A.  G.  S.,  proposal  for  lead-mine 

lease,  373. 
Wigle,   Jacob,   applic.   for   permiss.   to 

settle,  447. 
Wilcox,  Isaac  D.,  depredations  by,  on 

Ft.  Massac,  429,  456. 
Wilhnor,  James,  signer,  314. 


Wilkins,  Andrew,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 

Wilkins,  Charles,  land  entry  questioned, 

153. 
Wilkins   and   Taylor,   lead-mine   entry 

discussed,  220-221. 
Wilkinson,  J.  J.,  proposal  for  lead-mine 

entry,  372. 
Will,  Christian,  proposal  for  lead-mine 

entry,  372.     See  Will,  Conrad. 
Will,    Conrad,    appd.:    census    coramr., 

668,  county  recorder,  661,  j.p.,  648, 

655,  667;  bond  re  lease  transmitted, 

181;  delinq.  as  lessee  of  salt  springs, 

306;  desires  to  surrender  lease,  520; 

discovers  salt  lick,  48  n.;  failure  to 

pay  rent  discussed,  335;  lease  of  salt 

springs  to,  approved,  128;  permit  for 

salt  mfg.   granted  to,   113-114,   115; 

proposal  to  cancel  saline  lease  denied, 

531;   refuses  to   pay  rent   on   saline, 

321;  resigns  as  j.p.,  664;  signer,  601. 
Will,   Conrad,  and  Gilbreath,  J.,  lease 

to  mfg.  salt  issued  to,  116. 
Willard,  John,  signer,  323. 
Williams,  Aaron,  appd.  lieut,  656;  fills 

vacancy,  661. 
Williams,    Dudley,  promoted   to  capt., 

663. 
Williams,  John,  appd.:  j.p.,  656;  lieut., 

663. 
Williams,    Sen.    John,    of    Tenn., 

recommds.  Philips  as  terr.  secy.,  414  n. 
Williams,  Jonathan,  appd.  ensign,  662. 
Williams,    Joshua,    appd.:  ensign,    641, 

lieut.,    665;    to   be   tried    for   capital 

offense,  634. 
Williams,  Rawley,  appd.  ensign,  661. 
Williams,  Samuel,  elk.,  G.L.O.,  duties 

and  salary,  42;  witness  to  contract, 

184. 
Williams,  Thomas,  appd.  capt.,  637. 
Willis,  James  E.,  appd.  j.p.,  665. 
Wilson,  Alexander,  appd.  j.p.  634,  645. 
Wilson,  Benjamin,  appd.  capt.,  641. 
Wilson,  H.,  signer,  459. 
Wilson     (Willson),     Harrison,     appd:. 

capt.,  648,  county  treas.,  651,  ensign, 

645,  j.p.,  665;  signer,  459. 
Wilson,  Herrod,  signer,  459. 
Wilson,  Irvnn,  appd.  ensign,  633. 
Wilson,  John,  signer,  459. 
Wilson,  John  G.,  appd.  ensign,  648. 


For  identical  names,  see  index  note,  p.  67i. 
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Wilson,  Lausan  E.,  signer,  459. 

Wilson,  Thomas  A.,  appd.  j.p.,  671. 

Wilson,  William,  appd.:  county  ct.  elk., 
656,  county  recorder,  655;  militia 
appt.,  669. 

Wilson,  — ,  transmits  hand  bill  on 
Indian  war,  8. 

Wimsatt,  Joseph  Z.,  appd.:  ensign,  634, 
lieut.,  635. 

Winchester  (Mo.  Terr.),  on  post  route, 
Ste.  Genevieve-New  Madrid,  510. 

Winchester,  Pateman,  appd.  aide  de 
camp,  664. 

Windsor  (Vt.),  322,  323,  324. 

Winn,  Mary,  widow  of  Thomas,  con- 
veys donation  right  to  St.  Clair,  111. 

Winn,  Thomas,  land  transactions  with: 
Menard,  112,  St.  Clair,  111. 

Winnebago  Indians,  254,  415,  433,  440; 
difficulty  in  manag.  of,  after  War  of 
1812,  348;  express  satis,  with  U.S. 
rels.,  396;  faction  desires  peace,  353; 
friendly  attitude  of,  282;  hostile  con- 
cert with  other  tribes,  360,  484,  504; 
hostile  intent  of,  201,  353,  516-517; 
hostile  to  Chippewa  and  Menominee, 
360;  in  Green  Bay  agency,  490; 
loc.  of  hunt,  grounds,  260;  original 
claimant  to  Green  Bay  country,  608; 
refuse  to  enter  new  confed.  against 
U.S.,  473-474;  treaty  with,  discussed, 
353. 

Winston,  William  0.,  letter  to  Sec. 
State,  412-413;  recoramds.  Philips 
as  terr.  secy.,  412. 

Wisconsin  country,  attached  to  Mich. 
Terr.,  589;  descrip.  of,  406-410. 

Wisconsin  (Ouisconsin;  Ouisconson) 
River,  260,  353,  530;  characterized, 
407,  409;  dist.  of  portage  of,  to  Green 
Bay,  406;  lands  between,  and  111.  R. 
ceded,  359;  lead  mines  between  and 
Rock  R.,  324;  reserves  near,  not 
leased,  497. 

Woldrop,  John,  Jr.,  signer,  30. 

For  identical  names 


Woldrop,  John,  Sr.,  sig^ner,  30. 
Wollens,  Absolum,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Wolves,  law  re  killing  of,  638. 
Wood,  Alfred,  appd.  lieut.,  641. 
Wood,  Joseph,  appd.  lieut.,  669. 
Wood,  Noah,  signer,  323. 
Wood,  William,  Jr.,  signer,  323. 
Woodbridge,  William,  of  Mich.  Terr., 

516. 
Wood  Creek,  323. 
Wood  River,  322. 
Woodstock  (Vt.),  322,  323. 
Woods,  Ephraim,  appd.  capt.,  646. 
Woods,  Joseph,  appd.  ensign,  662. 
Woods,  Martin,  appd.  j.p.,  666. 
Woolley    (Wooly),    Capt.    Abram    R., 

206;  to  furnish  tools  for  Indian  agt., 

327. 
Woolrick    (Woollerick),    Adam,    appd.: 

ensign,  637,  671,  lieut.,  650. 
Wooton,  John,  appd.  ensign,  650. 
Worcester  (Wooster),  Ohio,  497. 
Worley,  John,  appd.  lieut.,  622. 
Worley,  William,  appd.  ensign,  638. 
Worthington,   Gov.   Thomas,  of  Ohio, 

126. 
Wren,  Nicholas,  appd.  ensign,  656. 
Wright,  Sereno,  signer,  323. 
Wyandot  Indians,  applic.  of,  to  settle  in 

terr.,  478;  proposed  treaty  with,  524, 

525. 

Yates,  Newman,  signer,  323. 

Yeizer,  Capt.  — ,  part  in  relief  exped. 

to  Prairie  du  Chien,  4. 
Yellow  River,  Potawatomi  villages  on, 

516. 
Yong,  William,  signer,  30. 
York,  William,  ranger  co.,  138. 
Young,  Enos,  ranger  co.,  139. 
Young,  William,  signer,  561. 
Younglove,   — ,    blacksmith    at    Green 

Bay,  assaulted,  419-420. 


Zimmerman,  J.,  signer,  459. 
see  index  note,  p.  67i, 
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